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This Note argues that perpetrators who use starvation as a method of
warfare in Yemen’s Civil War should be held accountable. Two primary
pathways to accountability are advanced. First, this Note argues that the
U.N. Security Council should authorize an ad-hoc tribunal with a mandate to
prosecute individuals responsible for starvation crimes in Yemen. Second,
this Note argues that the international community should refer violations of
international humanitarian law to the International Court of Justice to bring
accountability to State actors that have used starvation as a method of
warfare in Yemen. Part I examines the crisis in Yemen, including an
exploration of the pre-famine conditions prior to the war in 2015, and the
worst periods of food-insecurity throughout the past four years. Part II
addresses the legal concept of starvation and analyzes the elements of the
crime, requisite mens rea, evidentiary standard, and modes of liability for
perpetrators. Part III presents the evidence of destruction of objects
indispensable to survival and intentional starvation of civilians in Sana’a,
Ta’izz, Tihama governate, the Red Sea Coast fishing villages, and the port of
Hudaydah. Part IV presents a legal analysis of the crimes committed in
Yemen and lays out the options for accountability mechanisms. Finally, the
conclusion advocates for garnering political support among members of the
U.N. Security Council to authorize an ad-hoc tribunal with a mandate to
prosecute perpetrators of starvation crimes in Yemen, as well as an
additional pathway at the International Court of Justice to bring accountability
to State actors for violations of international humanitarian law.
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