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Bhumibol Adulyadej, Rex.
Given on 30 November 1987 

Being the 42nd year of the present Reign

His Majesty King Bhumibol Adulyadej has been graciously pleased to proclaim that, 
Whereas it is expedient to amend the law on armaments control,
Therefore, His Majesty the King orders the enactment of this Act by recommendation 

and consent of the parliament as follows:

Section 1 this Act is called “Armaments Control Act B.E. 2530 (1987).”

Section 2 this Act is applicable following the date of publishing in the Government 
Gazette.

Section 3 the Armaments Control Act of 1933 is repealed.
All the provisions, rules and other regulations provisioned in this Act or that is in 

conflict or dispute of this Act may be replaced by this Act.
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Section 4 in this Act
“Armaments” means weapons, accessorise of weapons, chemicals, bio-substances, 

radioactive substances or tools and instruments used in battle or war as the Minister published 
in the Government Gazette in accordance with Section 7.

“Order” means to bring the armaments to the Kingdom.
“Import” means to import armaments to the Kingdom.
“Production” means to assemble, repair, change the characteristics, mix, convert, 

process, or repack the armaments.
“Have” means to have an ownership or have in possession of armaments.
“Committee” means the “Armaments Control Committee.”
“Authorities” means persons appointed by the Minister to implement this Act.
“Minister” means the Defense Minister.

Section 5 the Defense Minister shall be in charge of this Act and has the power to 
appoint authorities, issue ministerial regulations specified fees not exceeding the rates listed 
in the back of this Act, and exempt the fees, specify other affairs and issue notices to comply 
with this Act.

In the part concerning the customs the Finance Minister shall take charge under this
Act.

The ministerial regulations and such notices after publishing in the Government 
Gazette shall be enforceable.
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Part 1 
General Provisions

Section 6 this Act is not applicable to:
(1) The armaments of the military or police.
(2) The armaments of the government, governmental organizations, state enterprises 

or Thai Red Cross Association as specified in the ministerial regulations.
(3) The armaments carried on the aircraft or sea-going ships normally shown and 

inspected by the customs officers according to the laws.
(4) The armaments carried on the vehicles used in battle of foreign countries that 

visit to the Kingdom officially.
(5) Weapons licensees according to the National Administrative Reform Council 

Order No. 37 dated 21 October 2519 (1976) have in possession with permission from the 
National Administrative Reform Council Order No. 37 dated 21 October 2519 (1976).

Section 7 the Minister by approval of the Cabinet is empowered to publish in the 
Government Gazette that the weapons, accessories of weapons, chemicals, bio-substances, 
radioactive substances or tools, instruments used in battle or war are armaments .

Part 2
Armaments Control Committee

Section 8 to set up the committee called “Armaments Control Committee” consists of 
Permanent Secretary of Defense as the chairman, Director-General of Secretariat Department, 
the Judge Advocate General, Director of Defense Industry Department, Director of Joint 
Logistics,
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Chief of Ordnance, Chief of Naval Ordnance Department, Director of Armaments, Chief of 
the Chemical Department and Chief of Naval Science Department. Also Commander of 
Science and Weapon Systems Development Center, representative of Ministry of Agriculture 
and Co-operative, representative of Ministry of Public Health and representative of Ministry 
of Industry, representative of Ministry of Science, Technology and Energy. Plus the 
intellectuals appointed by the Minister not exceeding three persons as committees, and the 
Director General of the Office of Policy and Planning, MOD as committee and secretary.

Section 9 the intellectual committees take office in the 2- year term each , and the 
retired committees completed their terms can be reinstated.

Section 10 the intellectual committees can be terminated before the completion of the 
term upon:

(1) Death.
(2) Resignation or,
(3) Dismissal by the Minister.

After an intellectual committee is terminated before the completion on of the term the 
Minister may appoint another person to replace him.

In case there is an appointment of a committee while the term is not being completed 
regardless of being an additional appointment or replacement, the appointee shall remain in 
the office as long as the remaining term of the appointed committee.

Section 11 a meeting of the committee must have at least one half of the total 
committees will be the quorum. If the chairman of the committee is not presented at the 
meeting or cannot perform the duty, the attending committees shall select a committee to 
chair the meeting.

Rulings of the meeting are decided by the majority vote.
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One committee has one vote, if the votes are equal the chairman of the meeting can 
add another vote to be the casting vote.

Section 12 the committee has the duty to:
(1) Give the decisive judgment to the government agencies, state organizations or state 

enterprises whether or not the weapons, accessories of weapon, chemicals, bio-substances, 
radioactive substances or tools and instruments are armaments.

(2) Present to the Minister in determination of the armaments as refer to Section 7.
(3) Recommend or give advice to the Minister or Permanent Secretary of Defense on 

control of armaments.
(4) Consider and examine the permission and recommend to Permanent Secretary of 

Defense for approval pursuant to Section 15 as assigned.
(5) Recommend or give advice to the Minister on appointments of the officials.
(6) Work on others as the Minister assigns.

Section 13 the Committee is empowered to appoint a subcommittee to consider or do 
anything as assigned.

The provision of Section 11 shall apply mutatis mutandis on the meetings of the 
subcommittee.

Section 14 upon implementation of the duty, the committee is empowered to summon 
someone to give statements or deliver documents or materials concerning the matters the 
committee considering for supplementary consideration.

Dispatch of the summons shall be made in the daytime between the sunrise and sunset 
or sent by registered mail to the domicile or residence or work place of the receiver.
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Part 3
Applications and Issues of Licenses

Section 15 it is prohibited anyone from ordering, importing, producing or owning 
armaments except being granted the license from the Permanent Secretary of Defense.

Such permission as refer to the first paragraph can be accompanied by conditions 
listed in the license.

Applications and permission shall comply with the criteria, procedures and conditions 
specified in the ministerial regulations.

Section 16 it is prohibited from issuing a license as refer to this part to:
(1) Persons that have been imprisoned by a final sentence for offenses in any of the 

criminal code Sections as follows:
(a) Sections 107 through 129, 138, 139; 209 through 216; 288, 289, 335 

through 337; 339 through 340 ter.
(b) Sections 295 through 298 and released from the punishment not exceeding 

five years from the date of release to the date of applying the license. Except in case of the 
offense committed by necessity or for self-protection legally or by fly into a rage.

(2) Persons who have been imprisoned by a final sentence for offenses in any of the 
Armaments Control Act B.E.2476 (1933) or this Act,

(3) Persons who have been imprisoned by a final sentence for not less than twice 
during the past five years from the date of filing the application, for the offenses other than 
those specified in (1), except the offenses committed by negligence or being petty crimes.
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(4) Persons who are under age.
(5) Persons who are incapacitated or quasi-incapacitated or in unsound mind.
(6) Persons who have neither occupation nor income.
(7) Persons who have no habitual residence or,
(8) Persons who committed gross misconduct that may affect the peace and order of 

the public.

Section 17 types of the licenses are as follows:
(1) Order license.
(2) Import license.
(3) Production license.
(4) Ownership license.

The order license covers the importer of armaments in accordance with the import
license.

Section 18 the licenses pursuant to Section 17 shall cover the employees or 
representatives of the license holder as well. It is regarded an action of the employees or the 
representatives of the license holders are protected as an action of the license holder too, 
except the license holder can prove it is caused by force majeure or it is beyond his control.

Section 19 the order licenssee or the production licensee shall notify the storing 
location to the Permanent Secretary of Defense for consideration first. If the Permanent 
Secretary of Defense deems that the storage is unsuitable for storing the armaments, he can 
order the license holder to keep them at other places within the specified time.
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Section 20 after the Minister specifies the things being armaments pursuant to Section 
7, the purchaser, importer, manufacturer or owner of armaments on the announced date shall 
apply for the license within 30 days from that date.

Section 21 the owner who brings in armaments for personal use normally or as 
samples as necessary has to notify in writing and surrender such armaments to the customs 
officer at the first checkpoint of entry. If that entry checkpoint has no customs house the 
owner shall notify in writing and surrender the armaments to the customs officer at the nearby 
customs house without delay. Except that person receives an import license or an ownership 
license in accordance with Section 15 and has already shown it to the customs officer 
according to the law.

After the customs officer receives the notice and armaments he shall give a written 
notice to Permanent Secretary of Defense.

Section 22 within 90 days from the date of delivery the armaments to the customs 
officer pursuant to Section 21 the first paragraph, the owner shall apply for an import license 
and ownership license with the Permanent Secretary of Defense.

If the Permanent Secretary of Defense rejects the application, he shall notify in writing 
to the owner for acknowledgement and the owner has to send the armaments out of the 
Kingdom within 60 days from the date of being notified. In case of inability to notify the 
owner the Permanent Secretary of Defense shall advertise his order in a newspaper or post the 
notice at a public place of the applying office no less than seven days. After the due date it is 
regarded the owner has acknowledged the order already.

Section 23 in case the owner does not apply for the license within 90 days from the 
date of delivery the armaments to the customs officer pursuant to Section 22 the first 
paragraph, the armaments have to be sent out of the Kingdom. If it is not sent out of the 
Kingdom within the time specified pursuant to Section 22 in the second paragraph, or after
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receiving the import license and does not come to pick up the armaments from the customs 
officer, after the license expires that armament shall vest in the government.

Section 24 the production license and the ownership license of armaments shall 
provide a list of receipts and deliveries of the armaments according to the form specified in 
the ministerial regulations. Such list shall be kept and is ready to show to the authorities 
anytime.

Section 25 any vehicle that transits out of the Kingdom if there is an armament in it, 
the owner or possessor or controller of that vehicle respectively as the case maybe has to 
notify the customs officer at the first checkpoint. So the customs officer can control or keep 
the armament until that vehicle goes out of the Kingdom.

In case the owner or possessor or controller does not come to pick up the armament 
after that vehicle leaves the Kingdom, that armament shall vest in the government.

Section 26 the license issued pursuant to this Act can be valid for the time specified in 
the license but not exceeding one year from the date of issue or the date of the renewal. If the 
license holder wants to renew the license he has to file for an extension before it expires. 
After filing the extension he can operate the business further until the Permanent Secretary of 
Defense rejects an extension of the license.

The renewal and the permission of the license shall comply with the criteria, 
procedures and conditions specified in the ministerial regulations.

Section 27 in case the Permanent Secretary of Defense does not issue or renew the 
license or issue the license not in the full amount of armaments as applied, the applicant or 
license holder who applies for the renewal has a right to appeal in writing
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to the Minister. It must be appealed within 30 days from the date of receipt the notice from 
the Permanent Secretary of Defense rejects the issue or the renewal the license or issues the 
license but not in the full amount of armaments as applied.

The judgment of the Minister is final.
In case there is an appeal for the renewal of the license as refer to the first paragraph, 

before the Minister rules on the appeal, the Minister can allow the business to continue during 
the appeal.

Section 28 if the license is lost, faded or defective in essence the license holder can 
apply for a substitute within 15 days from the date of learning of the loss, fade or defect.

An application for a substitute of the license and the issue of the substitute shall 
comply with the criteria, procedures and conditions specified in the ministerial regulations.

Section 29 for the benefit in extinction or prevention of danger that may happen to 
persons, animals, plants or other property or protection of the personal health,the Permanent 
Secretary of Defense may require improvements if the production or storing place of 
armaments, machinery or tools and instruments in that place may cause danger. The 
Permanent Secretary of Defense may order in writing the license holder to improve, correct or 
repair the machinery, place or tools and instruments within a specified time. The Permanent 
Secretary of Defense is empowered to order in writing for such establishment to stop the 
operations totally or partially temporary during that time.
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Part 4 
Authorities

Section 30 upon implementation of duty the authorities shall have the following 
powers:

(1) Enter the place of production of armaments during the working hours, enter the 
storing place of armaments during the sunrise and sunset or go to the carrier that carries the 
armaments. So he can inspect the place, armaments, containers, accounting books, documents 
or anything concerning that armaments.

(2) Bring the armaments or other things produced from armaments in the quantity as 
necessary for the sample to be examined in case of doubt.

(3) Inspect, search, withhold, seize or attach the armaments, containers, accounting 
books, documents, or anything concerning such armaments, in case there is a reasonable 
ground to suspect there is a violation or non compliance with this Act.

(4) Summon anyone in writing to give statements or submit documents or any 
materials for supplementary consideration.

In implementing the duty of the authorities the persons involved shall facilitate as 
appropriate.

Section 31 in implementing the duty the authorities shall show their ID cards to the 
persons involved.

The ID cards of the authorities shall comply with the form specified in the ministerial 
regulations.

Section 32 the armaments, containers, accounting books, documents and other things 
seized or attached pursuant to Section 30 (3) may be released or return. If the Permanent 
Secretary of Defense considers them not to be confiscated pursuant to Section 34 or if the 
prosecutor or the judge advocate strictly orders not to charge him, the seizing authorities shall 
return or withdraw the attachments to the rightful owner without delay.



If the seized thing is perishable or the contents are near the expiring date or if the 
storage is at risk of damage or its expense exceeds the value, the Permanent Secretary of 
Defense is authorized to sell by auction or by other means as he deems appropriate. The 
proceeds received after deducting the expenses shall be held in place of the seized thing.

In returning the seized thing to the rightful owner according to the first paragraph or 
money held in place of the seized thing according to the second paragraph, the authorities 
shall notify in writing to the rightful owner to take back the seized thing or held money 
quickly. In case the authorities cannot notify him they shall advertise in a newspaper or post a 
notice in a public place at the applying office no less than seven days.

The rightful owner has to take back the seized thing or held money within 180 days 
from the date of notifying in writing or the date of advertising in a newspaper or the date of 
posting in a public place as the case maybe according to the third paragraph. Otherwise the 
seized thing or held money shall be vested in the government.

Section 33 the seized thing pursuant to Section 30 (3) after being proved definitely to 
have the conditions or conversion that may cause danger to person or property, the Permanent 
Secretary of Defense by recommendation of the committee is empowered to destroy or handle 
as appropriate.

In case of emergency or there is necessity to prevent danger to person or property due 
to the seized thing as refer to the first paragraph, the Permanent Secretary of Defense is 
empowered to order destruction or handling as he deems appropriate without requiring a 
recommendation of the committee.

Section 34 the armaments ordered, imported, produced or owned by violation or non- 
compliance with this Act shall be confiscated entirely, regardless of a punishment by the 
sentence of a court.

12
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Section 35 the armaments that the authorities or investigators seized while it was not 
clear who ordered, imported or produced or owned and no one identified as the purchaser, 
importer, producer or owner to take delivery within 60 days from the seizing date, they shall 
be vested in the government.

Section 36 in case the license holder orders the armaments and does not claim the 
armaments from Department of Customs within 60 days from the date they enter the 
Kingdom, the armament can be vested in the government. The customs officer shall notify in 
writing to the license holder or controller or representative who controls the carrier that 
imports the armaments and the license holder shall send them out of the Kingdom within 30 
days from the date of receiving the notice. If the license holder or the controller or 
representative who controls the carrier does not comply with the customs officer within the 
specified time, such armaments shall be vested in the government.

Section 37 the seized or confiscated armaments pursuant to this Act shall be delivered 
to Ministry of Defense for management as appropriate.

Sections 38 in implementing the duty the authorities are given authorization pursuant 
to the Penal Code.

Part 5
Revocation of the License

Section 39 for security of the state or for peace or happiness of the public the Minister 
can revoke the license. In case the license holder violates or fails to comply with this Act or 
the provisions ordered or specified by virtue of this Act, the Minister is empowered to revoke 
the licenses issued under this Act.

Section 40 the license holder whose license is revoked has to send the armaments out 
of the Kingdom or dispose of or manage by any aspect as the Minister or his assignee shall 
order in writing within the specified time. After the specified time is over if the revoked 
person fail to comply with the order the armaments shall vest in the government.
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Part 6 
Penalties

Section 41 anyone who does not come to give statements or submit documents or 
materials as the committee orders pursuant to Section 14 the first paragraph or as the 
authorities order pursuant to Section 30 (4) is punishable by imprisonment not exceeding 
three months or fine not exceeding 3,000 baht or both.

Section 42 anyone violates Section 15 the first paragraph is punishable by 
imprisonment not exceeding five years or fine not exceeding 50,000 baht or both.

Section 43 the license holder who fails to comply with the conditions specified in the 
license pursuant to Section 15 the second paragraph is punishable by imprisonment not 
exceeding five years or fine not exceeding 50,000 baht or both.

Section 44 any license holder who does not notify the place of storing armaments 
pursuant to Section 19 is punishable by imprisonment not exceeding six months or fine not 
exceeding 6,000 baht or both.

Section 45 any license holder who fail to comply with the order of the Permanent 
Secretary of Defense pursuant to Section 19 or 29 is punishable by imprisonment not 
exceeding one year or fine not exceeding 10,000 baht or both.

Section 46 anyone who fail to comply with Section 21 the first paragraph or Section 
25 the first paragraph is punishable by imprisonment not exceeding three years or fine not 
exceeding 30,000 baht or both.

Section 47 any license holder who fail to comply with Section 24 is punishable by 
imprisonment not exceeding three months or fine not exceeding 3,000 baht or both.

Section 48 any license holder who fail to comply with Section 28 the first paragraph is 
punishable by fine not exceeding 1,000 baht.
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Section 49 anyone who obstructs or does not facilitate to the authorities who 
implement pursuant to Section 30 (1) (2) or (3) is punishable by imprisonment not exceeding 
six months or fine not exceeding 6,000 baht or both.

Section 50 anyone who commits the offenses pursuant to Section 42 and commit it as 
part of the plan as a rebellion pursuant to the Penal Code is punishable by imprisonment from 
five to 20 years.

Transitory Provisions

Section 51 the import license or the ownership license in accordance with the law on 
control of armaments used before the date this Act takes effect shall be valid until its 
expiration. If the license holder wants to renew the license he may file an application for 
renewal in accordance with this Act before the old license expires.

Section 52 all the ministerial regulations or notices issued by virtue of the law on 
control of armaments are still enforceable as long as they are not in conflict or dispute with 
the provisions of this Act. They shall be valid until replaced by ministerial regulations or 
notices pursuant to this Act.

Counter -signature 
General Por. Tinsulanont

Prime Minister
(104 Ror. Jor. Part 254 (Special Edition) dated 7 December 1987)


