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REPUBLIC OF SINGAPORE

No. 15 of 1973.

1 assent.

B. H. SHEARES, 
President.

28th March, 1973.

An Act to enable effect to be given to certain international 
Conventions relative to the amelioration of the condition 
of the wounded and sick in armed forces in the field, the 
amelioration of the condition of wounded, sick and ship
wrecked members of armed forces at sea, the treatment of 
prisoners of war, and the protection of civilian persons in 
time of war, and for purposes connected therewith.

Be it enacted by the President with the advice and consent 
of the Parliament of Singapore, as follows:—

Part I.

PRELIMINARY.

1. This Act may be cited as the Geneva Conventions Act, 
1973, and shall come into operation on such date as the 
Minister may, by notification in the Gazette, appoint.

2. In this Act, unless the context otherwise requires —
“court” does not include a subordinate military court 

constituted under the Singapore Armed Forces 
Act, 1972;

“protected internee” means a person protected by the 
Convention set out in the Fourth Schedule to this 
Act and interned in Singapore;
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“protected prisoner of war” means a person protected 
by the Convention set out in the Third Schedule 
to this Act;

“protecting power”, in relation to a protected prisoner 
of war or a protected internee, means the power 
or organisation which is carrying out, in the 
interests of the power of which he is a national 
or of whose forces he is, or was at any material 
time, a member, the duties assigned to protecting 
powers under the Convention set out in the 
Third or, as the case may be, the Fourth Schedule 
to this Act;

“scheduled Conventions” means the Conventions set 
out in the Schedules to this Act.

Part II.

PUNISHMENT OF OFFENDERS AGAINST 
CONVENTIONS.

3.— (1) Any person, whatever his citizenship or nationa
lity, who, whether in or outside Singapore, commits, aids, 
abets or procures the commission by any other person of 
any such grave breach of any scheduled Convention as is 
referred to in the following Articles respectively of those 
Conventions:—

(a) Article 50 of the Convention set out in the First
Schedule to this Act;

(b) Article 51 of the Convention set out in the Second
Schedule to this Act;

(c) Article 130 of the Convention set out in the Third
Schedule to this Act; or

(d) Article 147 of the Convention set out in the Fourth
Schedule to this Act,

shall be guilty of an offence under this Act and on conviction 
thereof —

(i) in the case of such a grave breach as aforesaid
involving the wilful killing of a person protected 
by the Convention in question, shall be sentenced 
to imprisonment for life;

(ii) in the case of any other such grave breach as afore
said, shall be liable to imprisonment for a term 
not exceeding fourteen years.
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(2) In the case of an offence under this section committed 
outside Singapore, a person may be proceeded against, 
charged, tried and punished therefor in any place in Singa
pore as if the offence had been committed in that place, and 
the offence shall, for all purposes incidental to or conse
quential on the trial or punishment thereof, be deemed to 
have been committed in that place.

(3) No Magistrate’s Court or District Court shall have 
jurisdiction to try any offence under this section, and 
proceedings for such an offence shall not be instituted except 
by or on behalf of the Public Prosecutor.

(4) If in proceedings under this section in respect of a 
grave breach of any scheduled Convention any question 
arises under Article 2 of that Convention (v/hich relates to 
the circumstances in which the Convention applies), that 
question shall be determined by the Minister and a certificate 
purporting to set out any such determination and to be 
signed by or on behalf of the Minister shall be received in 
evidence and be deemed to be so signed without further 
proof, unless the contrary is shown.

(5) The written law relating to the trial by a subordinate 
military court of persons who commit civil offences shall 
have effect for the purposes of the jurisdiction of subordinate 
military courts convened in Singapore as if this section had 
not been passed.

4.—(1) The court before which —
(a) a protected prisoner of war is brought up for trial

for any offence; or
(b) a protected internee is brought up for trial for an

offence for which that court has power to sen
tence him to death or to imprisonment for a 
term of two years or more,

shall not proceed with the trial until it is proved to the satis
faction of the court that a notice containing the particulars 
mentioned in subsection (2) of this section, so far as they are 
known to the Public Prosecutor, has been served not less than 
three weeks previously on the protecting power and, if the 
accused is a protected prisoner of war, on the accused and 
the prisoner’s representative.

(2) The particulars referred to in subsection (1) of this 
section are —

(a) the full name and description of the accused, includ
ing the date of his birth and his profession or
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trade, if any, and, if the accused is a protected 
prisoner of war, his rank and army, regimental, 
personal or serial number;

(b) his place of detention, internment or residence;
(c) the offence with which he is charged; and
(d) the court before which the trial is to take place and

the time and place appointed for the trial.

(3) For the purposes of this section a document purport
in g —

(a) to be signed on behalf of the protecting power or 
by the prisoner’s representative or by the person 
accused, as the case may be; and

{cl) to be an acknowledgement of the receipt by that 
power, representative or person on a specified 
day of a notice described therein as a notice 
under this section,

shall, unless the contrary is shown, be sufficient evidence 
that the notice required by subsection (1) of this section was 
served on that power, representative or person on that day.

(4) In this section the expression “prisoner’s representa
tive”, in relation to a particular protected prisoner of war at 
a particular time, means the person by whom the functions 
of prisoners’ representative within the meaning of Article 
79 of the Convention set out in the Third Schedule to this 
Act were exercisable in relation to that protected prisoner 
at the camp or place at which that protected prisoner was, 
at or last before that time, detained as a protected prisoner 
of war.

(5) Any court which adjourns a trial for the purpose of 
enabling the requirements of this section to be complied 
with may, notwithstanding anything in any other written 
law, remand the accused for the period of the adjournment.

5.—(1) The court before which —
(a) any person is brought up for trial for an offence 

under section 3 of this Act; or
(b) a protected prisoner of war is brought up for trial 

for any offence,

shall not proceed with the trial unless —
(i) the accused is represented by counsel; and
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(ii) it is proved to the satisfaction of the court that a 
period of not less than fourteen days has elapsed 
since instructions for the representation of the 
accused at the trial were first given to the counsel,

and if the court adjourns the trial for the purpose of enabling 
the requirements of this subsection to be complied with, 
then, notwithstanding anything in any other written law, 
the court may remand the accused for the period of the 
adjournment.

(2) Where the accused is a protected prisoner of war, in 
the absence of counsel accepted by the accused as repre
senting him, counsel instructed for the purpose on behalf 
of the protecting power shall, without prejudice to the re
quirements of paragraph (ii) of subsection (1) of this section, 
be regarded for the purpose of that subsection as representing 
the accused.

(3) If the court adjourns the trial in pursuance of sub
section (1) of this section by reason that the accused is not 
represented by counsel, the court shall direct that a counsel 
be assigned to watch over the interests of the accused at any 
further proceedings in connection with the offence, and at 
any such further proceedings, in the absence of counsel either 
accepted by the accused as representing him or instructed 
as mentioned in subsection (2) of this section, counsel as
signed in pursuance of this subsection shall, without pre
judice to the requirement of paragraph (ii) of subsection (1) 
of this section, be regarded for the purposes of that sub
section as representing the accused.

(4) Counsel shall be assigned, in pursuance of subsection
(3) of this section, in such manner as the Minister may by 
order prescribe, and any counsel so assigned shall be entitled 
to be paid out of moneys provided by such sums in respect 
of fees and disbursements as the Minister may by regulations 
prescribe.

6.—(1) A protected prisoner of war or a protected internee 
who has been convicted and sentenced to death or to im
prisonment for a term of two years or more may appeal 
against the conviction and sentence imposed upon him.

(2) Notwithstanding the provisions of subsection (1) of 
section 45 of the Supreme Court of Judicature Act, notice
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of an appeal under subsection (1) of this section shall be 
given not later than ten days after the date on which the 
protected person receives a notice given —

(a) in the case of a protected prisoner of war, by an
officer of the Singapore Armed Forces; or

(b) in the case of a protected internee, by or on behalf
of the governor of the prison in which he is 
confined,

that the protecting power has been notified of his conviction 
and sentence.

(3) Where after an appeal to the Court of Appeal the 
sentence on a protected prisoner of war or a protected in
ternee remains a sentence of death, or remains or has become 
a sentence of imprisonment for a term of two years or 
more, the time within which he may apply for special leave 
to appeal to the Judicial Committee of Her Britannic M a
jesty’s Privy Council under paragraph (c) of subsection (2) 
of section 3 of the Judicial Committee Act, shall be six 
weeks from the date on which the convicted person receives 
a  notice given in accordance with paragraph (a) or para
graph (b) of subsection (2) of this section, as the case may 
be, that the protecting power is notified of the decision of 
the court.

7.—(1) It shall be lawful for the Minister in any case in 
which a protected prisoner of war or a protected internee is 
convicted of an offence and sentenced to a term of imprison
ment, to direct that there shall be deducted from that term 
a period not exceeding the period, if any, during which that 
person was in custody in connection with that offence, either 
on remand or after committal for trial (including the period 
of the trial), before the sentence began, or is deemed to 
have begun, to run.

(2) It shall be lawful for the Minister in a case where 
he is satisfied that a protected prisoner of war accused of 
an offence has been in custody in connection with that 
offence, either on remand or after committal for trial 
(including the period of the trial), for an aggregate period 
of not less than three months, to direct that the prisoner 
shall be transferred from that custody to the custody of 
an officer of the Singapore Armed Forces and thereafter 
remain in military custody at a camp or place in which 
protected prisoners of war are detained, and be brought 
before the court at the time appointed by the remand or 
committal order.
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Part III.

PREVENTION OF ABUSE OF RED CROSS 
AND OTHER EMBLEMS.

8. No person shall use for any purpose whatsoever 
in Singapore, without the authority of the Minister, the 
heraldic emblem of the red cross on a white ground formed 
by reversing the Federal Colours of Switzerland, or the 
words “Red Cross” or “Geneva Cross”.

9. No person shall without the authority of the Minister 
use for any purpose whatsoever —

(a) any design consisting of a white or silver cross on
a red ground, none of the limbs of which extends 
to the margin of the ground, being the cross 
comprised in the Arms of the Swiss Confedera
tion; or

(b) any design being a colourable imitation of the
design mentioned in paragraph (a) of this section; 
or

(c) any design being a colourable imitation of the
heraldic emblem of the red cross on a white 
ground mentioned in section 8 of this Act or 
any words so nearly resembling the words “Red 
Cross” or “Geneva Cross” as to be capable of 
being understood as referring to the said 
emblem.

10.—(1) If any person contravenes any of the provisions 
of this Part, he shall be guilty of an offence and shall 
be liable on conviction to a fine not exceeding one thousand 
dollars or to imprisonment for a term not exceeding six 
months or to both such fine and imprisonment and, in 
addition, any goods upon or in connection with which the 
emblem, design or words, as the case may be, was or were 
used, shall be forfeited.

(2) Where an offence committed by a body corporate or 
society is proved to have been committed with the consent 
or connivance of any director, manager, secretary or other 
officer of the body corporate or society, he, as well as 
the body corporate or society, shall be deemed to be 
guilty of the offence and shall be liable to be proceeded 
against and punished accordingly.

11. Proceedings under this Part shall not be instituted 
without the consent of the Public Prosecutor.
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Part IV.
REPEAL.

12. The Geneva Convention Act, 1911, and the Geneva 
Convention Act, 1937, shall cease to apply to Singapore.

FIRST SCHEDULE.

[Sections 2 and 3 (1)].

GENEVA CONVENTION FOR THE AMELIORATION OF THE 
CONDITION OF THE W OUNDED AND SICK IN ARM ED  

FORCES TN THE FIELD.
Geneva, 12th August, 1949.

The undersigned Plenipotentiaries of the Governments represented at the 
Diplomatic Conference held at Geneva from 21st April to 12th August, 1949, for 
the purpose of revising the Geneva Convention for the Relief of the Wounded and 
Sick in Armies in the Field of 27th July, 1929, have agreed as follows:

C hapter I.—GENERAL PROVISIONS.

A r t ic l e  1.

The High Contracting Parties undertake to respect and to ensure respect for the 
present Convention in all circumstances.

A r t ic l e  2.

In addition to the provisions which shall be implemented in peace time, the 
present Convention shall apply to all cases of declared war or of any other armed 
conflict which may arise between two or more of the High Contracting Parties, 
even if the state of war is not recognised by one of them.

The Convention shall also apply to all cases of partial or total occupation of 
the territory of a High Contracting Party, even if the said occupation meets with no 
armed resistance.

Although one of the Powers in conflict may not be a party to the present 
Convention, the Powers who are parties thereto shall remain bound by it in their 
mutual relations. They shall furthermore be bound by the Convention in relation 
to the said Power, if the latter accepts and applies the provisions thereof.

A r t ic l e  3.

In the case of armed conflict not of an international character occurring in the 
territory of one of the High Contracting Parties, each Party to the conflict shall 
be bound to apply, as a minimum, the following provisions:

(1) Persons taking no active part in the hostilities, including members of 
armed forces who have laid down their arms and those placed hors de 
combat by sickness, wounds, detention, or any other cause, shall in

Cessation.
1 & 2 
Geo. 5. 
c. 20.
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