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THE LAW ON THE RED CROSS OF SERBIA 
 

 
 

The position of the Red Cross of Serbia 
 

Article 1. 
 
The Red Cross of Serbia is a humanitarian, independent, non- profit, voluntary organisation 
and is a constituent part of the Serbia and Montenegro Red Cross Society. 
 
The Red Cross exercises public powers and entrusted work regulated by this Law and other 
provisions. While performing such work the organisation is in the position to be auxiliary to 
competent government authorities in the humanitarian sphere. 
 
While performing its humanitarian activities the Red Cross of Serbia provides assistance to all 
people without direct or indirect discrimination on any grounds, and irrespective to their race, 
colour, gender, nationality, social status, status at birth or any other status, religious, political 
or other affiliation, assets, culture, language, age or mental or physical invalidity. 
 
The Red Cross of Serbia performs work of national importance and work regulated under this 
Law and other provisions and enjoys the special protection, position and assistance of the 
Republic of Serbia.  
 

 
Objectives and tasks of the Red Cross of Serbia 

 
Article 2. 

 
The Red Cross of Serbia operates in accordance with the objectives and tasks of the Serbia 
and Montenegro Red Cross Society, the International Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement 
(hereinafter the International Movement)  to alleviate human suffering wherever it occurs. 
 
The Red Cross of Serbia shall operate in accordance with the Geneva Conventions on the 
protection of victims of wars from 1949 and its Additional Protocols from 1977, its Statute 
and the Fundamental Principles of the International Movement. 
 
The Red Cross of Serbia has the task to provide assistance in case of war, conflicts, natural, 
ecological or other disasters in order to save endangered lives and the health of people, to 
secure respect for humanitarian law and performs other work defined by this Law and its 
Statute.  
 
In accordance with this Law the Red Cross of Serbia shall perform its humanitarian objectives 
and tasks in the area of: enhancing health, raising health awareness and health education, 
social protection (welfare), disaster preparedness and disaster response, developing 
humanitarian values, respecting international humanitarian law and the protection of human 
rights. 
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The composition of the Red Cross of Serbia 
 

Article 3. 
 
The Red Cross of Serbia consists of: the Republican Red Cross organisation, the provincial, 
city and municipal Red Cross organisations. 
 
The organisations from Paragraph  1. of this Article are legal entities. 
 
Within its Statutes, the Red Ross of Serbia can also foresee other forms of organisation . 
 
 

The Statute of the Red Cross of Serbia 
 

Article 4. 
 
The Red Cross of Serbia regulates within its Statutes the area, tasks and way of working, the 
competencies of its bodies and services, as well as its organisation. 
 
 
 

The Red Cross emblem 
 

Article 5. 
 
The emblem of the Red Cross of Serbia is a red coloured cross consisting of five equal 
squares against a white background, around which the name “Red Cross of Serbia” is written. 
 
The Red Cross emblem is used in accordance with provisions determining the use of the Red 
Cross emblem in the State Union of Serbia and Montenegro. 
 

Public powers 
 

Article 6. 
 

The Red Cross of Serbia shall exercise public powers regulated by Law which conferred 
public powers to the Serbia and Montenegro Red Cross Society, on the territory of Serbia, 
especially; 
 
1. participates in the protection and rescuing of the population, material assets and other assets 
in case of destruction by war, natural and other disasters and dangers in times of peace and 
war; 
 
2. organises the raising of assistance and distributes the assistance received from international 
and national organisations and other donors to victims of war, natural and other disasters in 
times of peace and war; 
 
3. takes part in the reception and accommodation of evacuated population, refugees and IDPs, 
in the providing of assistance in the implementation of other measures that can contribute to  
taking care of affected and vulnerable populations, refugees and IDP; 
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4. organises events to inform and informs the population about the Geneva Conventions on 
the protection of the victims of war from August, 12th, 1949 and the Additional Protocols 
additional to the Conventions from June 8th, 1977 (hereinafter the Geneva Conventions). 
 
5. performs also other tasks resulting from the Geneva Conventions and other international 
treaties  which have been taken over by the State Union of Serbia and Montenegro and which 
are pertaining to humanitarian assistance; 
 
6. performs tasks of the Tracing Service in order to gather and keep records of data about 
wounded, sick, shipwrecked, war detainees and civilians, as well as evacuees, refugees, IDPs 
and missing persons due to war, conflicts, natural and other disasters and dangers in times of 
peace and war and in order to look for missing persons. 
 

Article 7. 
 
The Red Cross of Serbia shall also exercise the following public powers, it:  
 
 1.   initiates, organises and carries out or participates in regular and extraordinary  
 solidarity campaigns in the Republic of Serbia to provide assistance to people and  
 victims of large scale natural, ecological and other disasters as well as armed conflicts 
 and provides training to people, material, financial and other means for such campaigns 
  
 2. co-operates in international assistance and solidarity campaigns with victims of large 
 scale natural, ecological and other disasters as well as armed conflicts around the world, 
 as part of the Serbia and Montenegro Red Cross Society campaigns ; 
  

3. trains the population and members of Civil Protection  to provide first aid in case of 
large scale natural, ecological and other disasters as well as armed conflicts;  

  
4. Organises, trains and prepares teams to provide first aid, hygiene-epidemiological 
protection, care of the injured and sick, carries out social work, psychological support to 
the population and technical support in carrying out these tasks in case of large scale 
natural, ecological and other disasters as well as armed conflicts; 

  
5. Organises and participates in co-operation with health institutions in health 
promotional activities, in implementing preventive activities to improve the health 
condition of individual population groups and preventing diseases of larger socio-
medical significance; 

  
6. Promotes/popularises voluntary blood donation and participates in the organising of 
voluntary blood donation campaigns in co-operation with health services and health 
institutions for blood transfusion. 
 
7. Gathers voluntary blood donors, determines criteria for voluntary blood donors’ 
certificates and issues certificates to voluntary blood donors.  

  
8. keeps the population informed, especially children and youth, concerning mine 
awareness and other explosive devices. 
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While performing public powers from Articles 5. and 6. the Red Cross of Serbia keeps 
relevant records and issues statements. 

 
 

 
The Programme of the Red Cross of Serbia 

 
Article 8. 

 
Additional to the public powers, the Red Cross of Serbia carries out other programmes and 
activities which result from the objectives and tasks of the International Movement, 
especially: 
 
 1. developing solidarity among people; organising different forms of mutual support of 
 citizens,  
 

2) advocating, disseminating and implementing the ideas, the fundamental principles 
and other humanitarian values of the International Movement; 

 
 3) adopting a plan and implementing the Disaster Preparedness Programme in co-
operation and in co-ordination with competent government bodies; 

 
 4) taking part in providing assistance to affected people in case of natural, ecological 
and other disasters, in co-operation and co-ordination with competent government  
bodies; 

 
 5) organising the collecting of humanitarian assistance and taking part in the receipt and 
 distribution and other forms of humanitarian assistance for affected people on the  
 territory of the Republic of Serbia in case of a disaster; 
 
 6) carrying out assistance programmes for elderly and helpless people in the community 
 in co-operation with donors and competent government bodies; 
 

7) organising and implementing campaigns to protect and improve the living 
environment and disseminating knowledge to the population on measures to preserve a 
healthy  natural environment in order to protect and improve the conditions of the living 
environment, 
 
8) advocating for the idea of voluntary work in favour of vulnerable people, registering 
and providing training to volunteers for the work in the Red Cross of Serbia,  

  
 

 
The services of the Red Cross of Serbia 

 
Article 9. 

 
The Red Cross of Serbia may organise meals for vulnerable persons in regular and 
extraordinary situations. 
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The organisations of the Red Cross of Serbia may in their facilities provide temporary 
accommodation services and meals to people who are in need of such form of assistance due 
to health or social  welfare reasons, as well as to its members. 
 
The provision of services, accommodation and meals from paragraphs 1.and 2. of this Article 
are not considered to be a hotel- catering service; 
 
The Red Cross of Serbia is also providing other services, it: 
 
1. Organises and carries out expert training for lecturers on first aid, keeps records about the 
training and issues relevant certificates concerning the trainers’ skills; 
 
2. Organises and carries out first aid training for driving candidates, conducts the exam, keeps 
records and issues certificates concerning the passed first aid test; 
 
3. Carries out training for providing first aid at the work place in accordance with the 
regulations on protection at work; 
 
4. Organises water rescue services and mountain rescue services, carries out the training for 
the rescuers concerning these services, keeps records and issues relevant certificates and 
organises refresher courses and the testing of rescuers’ skills each third year.  
 

 
Co-operation of the Red Cross of Serbia 

 
Article 10. 

 
In exercising public powers from Articles 6. and 7. and the implementation of programmes 
from Article 8. of this Law, the Red Cross of Serbia co-operates with  competent state bodies, 
the bodies of local self-governance, institutions and organisations in the sphere of health 
protection, social welfare protection, invalidity and pension insurance, with the Army of 
Serbia and Montenegro; the units and institutions of civil protection and other forms of 
organising protection for and rescuing the population, material and other assets; with 
enterprises and other forms of organisations for carrying out work or services ( hereinafter 
referred to as state and  other bodies and organisations) non governmental organisations and 
citizens. 
 
The Red Cross of Serbia performs international and regional co-operation with relevant Red 
Cross and Red Crescent organisations of other countries as well as with other humanitarian 
organisations. 
 
The Red Cross of Serbia, as a constituent part of the Serbia and Montenegro Red Cross 
Society, co-operates with other Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies, as well as with other 
humanitarian organisations, health and social institutions that take part in humanitarian work 
on the territory of the Republic of Serbia and abroad.  
 
In order to improve the situation of wounded and sick members of the armed forces in war, 
the Red Cross of Serbia, in accordance with the Geneva Conventions, cooperates with health 
services and the sanitation services of the armed forces of Serbia and Montenegro. 

 6



 
 7 

 
Obligations from state and other bodies towards the Red Cross of Serbia 

 
Article 11. 

 
 
Upon request of the Red Cross of Serbia, state bodies and bodies of local self-governance as 
well as other bodies and organisations and citizens shall provide the Red Cross of Serbia with 
the data they have at their disposal while performing their activities and which are needed to 
exercise the public powers defined under Articles 6. and 7. of  this law. 
 
State and other bodies are obliged by official duty, to submit all data foreseen by the Geneva 
Conventions and Additional Protocols, on persons protected with the afore-mentioned 
Conventions and protocols, within 15 days upon which they have assumed control over those 
persons.  
 
 
 

Funding of the Red Cross of Serbia 
 
 

Article 12. 
 
For the exercising of public powers from Articles 6 and 7 of this law, funding is secured from 
the budget of the Republic, the budget of the autonomous province and the budget of the local 
self-governance (authorities). 
 
The amount of the funds from paragraph 1 of this Article are earmarked for the Red Cross 
organizations from Article 3. based on  financial plans which are to be submitted to the 
competent government bodies in charge of health affairs (the republican ministry competent 
for health affairs, the provincial Secretariat competent for health affairs and other competent 
bodies of local self-governance). 
 
The funding from paragraph 1. of this Article is secured from funds earmarked for matched 
funding to non- governmental organisations through the competent body for work in the area 
of health, that is social protection (welfare). 
 
The bodies of local self governance may provide additional funds for funding those 
programmes and work of the Red Cross that are not falling under the public powers of Article 
6 and 7 of this Law.  
 
The funds transferred to the Red Cross of Serbia from the budget of the Republic, the budget 
of the autonomous province and the budget of the local self –governance are subject to the 
control system and audit defined by the budget system of the Republic. 
 

Article 13. 
 
For the programme implementation resulting from the Red Cross objectives and tasks defined 
in Article 8 of this Law, as well as for the  functioning of the Red Cross of Serbia, the funding 
is secured from the following sources: 
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- membership fees 
 

- income from games of chance which are distributed within the budget of the Republic 
and are earmarked for humanitarian needs based on the Law of games of chance; 

 
- from provided services which have been entrusted to the Red Cross by government 

bodies, provincial bodies and units of local self-governance (authorities); 
 

- from individual activities and campaigns aiming to raise financial or material means; 
 

- individual donations, matched funding,  donations, legacies;  
 

- income from assets and rights 
 

- other income. 
 
 

Special events that are being marked by the Red Cross of Serbia 
 

 
Article 14. 

 
Special events that are being marked by the Red Cross of Serbia are :  
 

1. »The Red Cross Week«  being held each year from May 8th to 15th and  
2. » The »Solidarity Week »being held each year from September 14th to 21st. 
 
During the events stated in points 1. and 2. in the above paragraph, a certain amount is to 
be paid in favour of the Red Cross of Serbia: 

 
- for each sold passenger ticket in the international air, railroad, ship and bus 

transportation, totalling 3% of each ticket;  
 
- for each sold passenger ticket in the domestic air, railroad, ship and bus traffic 

totalling 2% of the ticket 
 

- for each mail in the domestic mailing system, except for mailing of newspapers and 
magazines, totalling 50% from the nominal value of the stamp for letters up to 20 
grams; 

 
 
 

 
Article 15. 

 
Throughout the year, for each sold ticket for cultural, entertaining, sports and fair events  
(concerts festivals, cinema and theatre performances, sport games and competition of a local, 
state and international character) 3% of the ticket’s price are to be paid in favour of the Red 
Cross of Serbia. 
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Article 16. 
 
Funds from Article 14. and 15 of this law are being collected by legal and natural entities 
selling tickets for events, passenger tickets and stamps. 
 
The fundraising means from Articles 14 and 15 of this law are being paid into the account 
foreseen for payments of public income into the budget of the Republic.  
 
The raised funds are  being used to fund the activities of the Red Cross of Serbia according to 
the programme of the Red Cross of Serbia which is being authorized by the government of the 
Republic of Serbia. 
 
The calculation and payment of income form Article 14.and 15. of this Law is being 
conducted in accordance with the provisions adopted by the Minister in charge of financial 
affairs.    
 

 
Article 17. 

 
Funds which the Red Cross of Serbia obtains that are above the total amount defined by the 
programme the government of the Republic has authorized in accordance with Article 16 
paragraph 3 of this law, shall be used for other programmes of the Red Cross that the 
government of the Republic authorizes. 
 
 
 

Exemption from financial liabilities 
 

Article 18. 
  
The mail and parcels of the Tracing service are exempted from import, customs, postal and 
other taxes in accordance with the provisions which regulate the postal services and customs. 
 

 
Article 19. 

 
The Red Cross of Serbia and its constituent parts are exempted from customs, taxes, other 
forms of taxes and other contributions for the resources they raise as stipulated in this law, as 
well as for other resources earmarked for humanitarian activities which are being realised on 
another basis in accordance with the provisions of the Republic of Serbia. 
 
 

 
Supervision 

 
Article 20 

 
The supervision of the Red Cross of Serbia work in performing public powers is being 
conducted by the Ministry competent for health affairs.  
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Fines 
 

Article 21. 
 
A government and other body and organisation that fails to provide the Red Cross of Serbia 
the data which it has at its disposal while performing its activity (Article 11) shall pay a fine 
amounting between 10.000,00 and 500.000,00 dinars. 
 
For the offence referred to under paragraph 1. of this article a responsible person who is a 
legal entity in a government or other body or organisation shall pay a fine amounting between  
500,00   and 8.000,00 dinars. 
    
A citizen who commits the offence referred to under Paragraph 1. of this article  shall also pay 
a fine amounting  between 500,00  and 5.000,00 dinars. 
 

 
Article 22. 

 
A government and other body and organisation that fails to make the payment of funds  
defined under Articles 13. and 14.  of this law shall pay a fine amounting between 10.000,00 
and 500.000,00 dinars  . 
 
A responsible person who is a member of a state or other body or organisation shall pay a fine 
amounting between 500,00 and 8.000,00 dinars for the offence referred to under Paragraph 1. 
of this Article. 

 
 

Transition and closing provisions 
 

Article 23. 
 
The Red Cross of Serbia Statute shall be brought into accord with the provisions of this law 
within six months of the coming into effect of this law.  
 

Article 24. 
 
The law on conferring public powers to and means of securing funds for the Red Cross of 
Serbia ( “Official Gazette SRS” , number 6/79; 20/84; 27/85, 37/88, 30/89 and “Official 
Gazette RC” number 67/93) shall cease to be valid through the coming into effect of this law. 

 
 

Article 25. 
 
This law shall come into effect on the eighth day of being published in the “Official Gazette 
of  the Republic of Serbia” 
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