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THE Prime Minister’S REGULATION No. 51

dated on 20th May, 2004

on the issue of  the establishing a Body for International Humanitarian Law Affairs

Based on art. 12, Act 1, item 3, and Act 2 of 8 of August 1996 on the Council of Ministers  (Journal of Laws No. 24, 
item 199 and No. 80, item 717, 2003), the following will apply:

§ 1.1. A Body named „Commission for International Humanitarian Law Affairs” has been appointed, from now on 
referred as “Commission”.

2. The Commission is a consultative and advisory body for the Prime Minister.  

§ 2. An assignment of the Commission will be the promotion of the standards of the international humanitarian law 
for the purpose of introducing them to the Polish system, in particular by:  

1) reviewing and analysing international agreements concerning international humanitarian law, also forming 
opinions on that matter; 

2) presenting the Prime Minister from time to time views on legislative, organising and educational activities that are 
necessary to complete in order to meet the obligations of the Republic of Poland in the field of international 
humanitarian law;

3) putting forward proposals to prepare legal acts for the purpose of entering the norms of international humanitarian 
law to Polish legislation;

4) exchange of information and keeping in contact with other Committees and Commissions dealing with 
international humanitarian law issues, especially with the Commission for Promoting International Humanitarian Law 
Affairs that functions with the Board of the Main Polish Red Cross;  

5) analysing information concerning the legal acts being prepared, government programmes and other documents 
concerning on the issues of international humanitarian law;  

6) preparing projects for educational programmes in the field of international humanitarian law;

7) forming Poland’s standpoint for international  conferences, also on the issue of realising the commitments 
undertaken at those conferences, based on the proposal of the minister in charge;

8) keeping in contact with the institutions dealing with international humanitarian law issues abroad;

§3.1. Members of the Commission are as follows: 

1) chairman -  undersecretary in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs;

2) deputy-chairman – representative of the Head of the Prime Minister’ Office;

3) members – representatives of ministers in charge of home affairs, public administration, foreign affairs, public 
finances, culture  and protection of national heritage, science, public health, higher education and the Ministry of 
National Defence and Ministry of Justice – not more than three from each office;  

4) secretary - a person by the appointment of the chairman of the Commission;



2. Other persons, invited by the chairman can take part in the work of the Commission.

3. The Commission is allowed to employ experts.

§ 4.1. The Commission meets at plenary sessions and in problem-solving teams.

2. Plenary sessions will be convened by the chairman of his own initiative or on the proposal of at least two 
members of the Commission.

3. The chairman will convene problem-solving teams to work out a set task.

§5.1 The chairman’s duties are as follows: 

1) chairing at the meetings of the Commission;

2) determining the working schedule of the Commission, especially dates and programmes of successive meetings 
of the Commission, by approving the proposals put forward by the members of the Commission;

3) establishing the composition and the objective of problem-solving teams;

4) convening the chairmen and deputy chairmen of the problem-solving teams;

5) inviting experts to take part in the work of the Commission, also other persons who are not members;

6) ordering to form opinions,  expert's opinion and translations for the needs of completing the duties of the 
Commission, see in §2. 

2. The chairman will have the right to assign the deputy chairman with the execution of the tasks mentioned in Act 1.

§6. The duties of the chairmen of the problem-solving teams areas follows:

1) chairing the meetings of problem-solving teams;

2) determining dates and of the subject of the successive meetings of problem-solving teams;

2. The chairman of the problem-solving team will have the right to assign the deputy chairman of the problem-solving 
team with the execution of the tasks resulting from Act 1.

§7.1.  Meetings of the Commission will be held on demand, however not less than once in half a year’s time.  

2. Meetings of problem-solving teams will be held on demand, however not less than once between the meetings of 
the Commission.

3. At the meetings of the Commission and problem-solving teams the minutes will be recorded and signed by the 
chairman and the secretary.

§8.1. The Ministry of Foreign Affairs will provide Administrative and office services for the Commission.

2. Meetings of the Commission will be taking place in the residence of the National Centre of the Lifesaving 
Coordination and Defence of the Supreme Headquarters of the National Fire Brigade.

§9. Detailed principles and conditions of the operation of the Commission will be specified in the regulation of 
operation of the Commission, adopted by the Commission with the approval of the chairman.

§10. The Regulation becomes effective as of the day of publishing.

M. Belka
Prime Minister


