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GENERAL NATIONAL CONGRESS – Libya 
Law No. 31 of 2013 

on the Martyrs of Abu Salim Prison Massacre 
 

GENERAL NATIONAL CONGRESS 
Upon perusal of the following: 
 

 The Provisional Constitutional Declaration issued on 3/8/2011 and its amendments. 

 GNC resolution No. 62 of 2013 on the adoption of the GNC rules of procedure. 

 Law No. 43 of 1974 on the retirement of military personnel, and its amendments. 

 Social Security Law No. 13 of 1980 on social security, and its amendments. 

 Law No. 8 of 1984 on the identification of the rules for exemption from payment of the 
house ownership installments and real estate loans installments. 

 Law No. 16 of 1985 on the Basic Pension and its executive regulation, and their 
amendments. 

 Law No. 19 of 1989 on the adoption of certain advantages for the persons killed during 
military operations, missing persons and captives, and its amendments. 

 Law No. 12 of 1991 on the identification of the rights and advantages for the military 
personnel and civilians who lose their lives during service, and its executive regulation. 

 Law No. 20 of 1998 on the Social Security Fund, and its amendments. 

 Resolution No. 669 of 1981 on Social Security Pensions Regulation and its amendments. 

 Council of Ministers Resolution No. 85 of 2012 on Caring for and Honoring the Families of 
Martyrs and Missing Persons. 

 GNC resolution No. 59 of 2013 on the incident of Abu Salim Prison Massacre. 

 GNC Conclusions at its session number 150 held on 17/12/2013. 
 
The following law is hereby issued 

 
Article (1) 

 
Abu Salim Prison Massacre represents a crime against humanity. Libya is committed to carry out a 
comprehensive and transparent inquiry into this massacre in order to identify and try the 
perpetrators and accomplices. 

 
Article (2) 

 
All the martyrs of Abu Salim Prison, including those who were killed in the massive massacre or 
those who died inside the prison because of disease or torture or other factors, regardless of 
whether their death is officially declared or not, are considered as martyrs of duty. All the following 
provisions shall unconditionally apply to Abu Salim Prison martyrs: 
 

1. The non-working period, for the martyrs employed by the state institutions and public 
administrative bodies, shall be considered as a continued service until when those 
employees reach the legal non-working age (ageing). 
 

2. The last public administrative body, in which the martyr used to work, shall be committed to 
continue settling all the martyr’s salaries and other monetary and in-kind advantages to the 
martyr’s family, after applying all legal deductions and upon referral to competent bodies. 

 
3. The public administrative body, in which the martyr used to work, shall be committed to 

continue settling all the martyr’s salaries and other monetary and in-kind advantages to the 
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martyr’s family, after applying all legal deductions, until when the martyr reaches the legal 
pension age. The social Security Fund shall then settle the martyr’s social security old-age 
rights as per the applicable rules and regulations. 

 
4. The relatives of a martyr who is not included in the previous paragraphs shall be entitled, as 

from the first month following the entry into force of this law, to a special pension 
amounting to LYD1000 (one thousand Libyan Dinars) as per the provisions of Law No. 20 of 
2000, and its amendments relating to the Social Cooperation Fund and its executive 
regulation. This shall continue until the establishment of the final entitled compensations for 
the relatives of the martyrs as per the regulations provided for in Article 4 of this law. 

 
Article (3) 

 
Salaries and other monetary and in-kind advantages of Abu Salim martyrs, from the date of their 
termination until the date of death, shall be distributed to the heirs according to their legitimate 
shares, after deduction of any debts of the martyr. If it has been established that the martyr had not 
left any money for his wife during the period from his detention date up to his death, this amount 
shall be estimated in collaboration with the heirs or through the competent court. 
 

Article (4) 
 

Salaries and other monetary and in-kind advantages of the martyr entitled from the date of his 
death and thereafter shall be distributed to his eligible relatives who are defined in Resolution No. 
669, Article 122 of 1981 on the Social Security Pensions Regulation, and rules and regulations 
provided for in articles 123, 124, 125, 126, 127, 128, 130, 131, 132, 133, 134, 135, 136, 137, 138, 
139, 140, 141, 142, 143, and 144, in the same regulation.  
 
The Social Security Fund shall distribute to eligible persons all salaries transferred to it from the 
competent bodies, as per the rules and regulations provided for in the afore-mentioned regulation 
and its table “b”, and the general rules relating to this table. 
 
The same fund shall also distribute to the entitled persons the special pensions referred to in Article 
2, paragraph 4 when these are transferred to it from the competent bodies, as per the same rules 
and regulations mentioned in the previous paragraphs of this article. 
 

Article (5) 
 

A special committee shall be established through a resolution to be issued by the General National 
Congress, as follows: 
 

1. A consultant at the level of a head of a court of appeal, to be seconded by the Supreme 
Judicial Council (chairman). 

2.  A prosecutor at the level of chief public prosecutor to be seconded by the Supreme Judicial 
Council (member). 

3. A judge at the level of a court proxy or higher, to be seconded by the Supreme Judicial 
Council (member). 

4. A member of the Ministry of Martyrs and Missing Persons Affairs to be nominated by the 
ministry (member). 

5. A member to be nominated by the Civil Status Department. 
6. A member to be selected by the associations and societies representing Abu Salim martyrs. 

 



[Unofficial translation by UNSMIL] 
 

3 
 

The resolution nominating the head and members of the committee shall also specify their financial 
privileges and the duration of the committee. 

 
Article (6) 

 
Without prejudice to the powers of the public prosecution in investigation and initiation of criminal 
proceedings relating to Abu Salim prison massacre, the aforementioned committee shall have the 
following powers: 
 

1. Finding the facts relating to Abu Salim prison massacre, identification of all martyrs and 
preparation of a detailed database that includes, in particular, their personal data, exact 
reasons and dates of their deaths in order to register this information in the records of the 
Civil Status records. 

2. Submitting any proposals or recommendations on how to handle the repercussions of the 
massacre, to the legislative or the executive authorities. 

3. Working with all competent bodies in order to rectify the status of all Abu Salim martyrs’ 
relatives within these bodies, to ensure quick handling. 

 
In order to discharge its duties, the committee may develop a procedure handbook and seek 
assistance when it deems this necessary. 

 
Article (7) 

 
All official and non-official bodies shall provide all documentation and data requested by the 
committee that has been established by virtue of this law. The committee may take all measures 
legally adopted by the relevant bodies in order to regulate and maintain the data. 

 
Article (8) 

 
The Libyan state shall ensure that Abu Salim prison and the area around it remain as an evidence of 
the atrocities committed by the former regime. A mosque, a cultural center and a public garden shall 
be built there, and the day of the massacre, which is the 29th of June, shall be a national mourning 
day. 

 
Article (9) 

 
The Public Treasury shall settle all the financial costs incurred upon the implementation of the 
provisions of this law. The necessary financial allotments shall be included in the general budget. 
This procedure shall be observed by all relevant bodies. 

 
Article (10) 

 
The afore-mentioned provisions shall not prejudice the rights of the relatives of Abu Salim martyrs’ 
to compensation according to the general provisions of the law or according to any other provisions 
to be enacted in the future. 
 

Article (11) 
 

The Council of Ministers shall prepare, when necessary, the detailed rules and provisions to update 
this law. 
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Article (12) 
 

The aforementioned GNC resolution No. 59 of 2013 shall be nullified as well as any decree 
contradicting with the provisions of this law. 

 
Article (13) 

 
The provisions of this law shall come into force from the date of issue. The law shall be published in 
the Official Gazette. 

 
GENERAL NATIONAL CONGRESS, LIBYA 
Promulgated in Tripoli on 18 December 2013 
 
 


