
Law on the Regulation of the Use and Transfer of Certain Conventional 
Weapons including Mines
Article 1 (Purpose)
The purpose of this law is to stipulate provisions necessary for regulating 
the use and transfer of certain conventional weapons including mines, 
booby-traps and other devices so as to execute the amended Protocol II 
annexed to the Convention on Prohibitions or Restrictions on the Use of 
Certain Conventional Weapons Which May Be Deemed to Be Excessively 
Injurious or to Have Indiscriminate Effects.
Article 2 (Definitions)
The definitions of the terms used in this law are as follows:
1. "Mine" means a munition installed under or on the surface made to 
explode by the presence, proximity or contact of person or vehicle.
2. "Remotely-delivered mine" means a mine that is shot over 500 meters 
through artillery, guided missile, rocket, mortar or similar means from 
surface or ship, or that is dropped from aircraft.
3. "Anti-personnel mine" means a mine made to kill persons by detonation 
upon the presence, proximity or contact of persons.
4. "Booby-trap" means a mechanism or device devised, produced or remodeled 
that looks harmless but is made to kill persons by detonation upon contact, 
proximity or other act considered safe.
5. "Other device" means, to-be-emplaced by a person, improvised explosive 
devises, and munitions and devices made to kill person by way of direct or 
remote control or automatic activation after a lapse of time.
6. "Transfer" means an act of sending mines, or title and control over the 
mines into or out of the territory of the Republic of Korea with or free of 
charge.
Article 3 (Prohibition of Use and Transfer)
No one is allowed to use or transfer the weapon that falls under any of the 
following:
1. Mines, booby-traps or other devices made to detonate resulting from the 
magnetism of mine detection device or other cause without physical contact 
of person or device during detection operation with standard mine detection 
devices available in Korea.
2. Anti-personnel mines that are undetectable by standard mine detection 
devices available in Korea and that do not respond with a signal, which is 
found from 8 grams or more of iron.
3. Remotely-delivered anti-personnel mines that does not suffice any of 
the following:

(a) Over 90 percent of the total amount shot or dropped shall 
automatically detonate within 30 days.

(b) Over 99.9 percent of the total amount shot or dropped shall 
automatically detonate or otherwise lose its function as a mine within 120 
days.

Article 4 (Prohibition on certain method of use)
No one is allowed to use booby-traps or other devices which are attached to 
or associated with the following person, things, or places:
1. Emblems, signs or signals protected under international laws including 
military flags, Red Cross emblems, civilian protective force emblems,



2. Sick, wounded or dead persons,
3. Cremation or burial sites or graves,
4. Medical facilities, medical equipment, medical supplies or medical 
transportation,
5. Children's toys or other portable objects or products specially 
designed for the feeding, health, hygiene, clothing or education of 
children,
6. Food or drink,
7. Kitchen utensils or appliances not in the military unit, base, or 
supply depot facilities,
8. Objects obviously used for religious purpose,
9. Historic monuments, work of art or worship places which constitute the 
cultural or spiritual heritage of human beings, or
10. Animals or their carcasses.

Article 5 (Prohibition of transformational use)
No one is allowed to use a weapon that falls under Article 3 paragraph 1 by 
combining the mines, booby-traps or other devices with other equipment.

Article 6 (Advance warning and others)
Commander of the military unit that emplaces mines, booby-traps, and other 
devices must take all necessary measures including advance warning so as to 
prevent damage to the life, body, and property of the civilians residing in 
vicinity.
Article 7 (Warning signs and prohibition of access)
1. Commander of the military unit that has emplaced mines or controls over 
the mine-emplaced area that can potentially harm civilians (herein after 
referred to as "minefield") must place warning signs that suffice 
conditions specified in the attached material in or around the minefield
2. Commander of the military unit that holds jurisdiction over minefield 
with non remotely-delivered anti-personnel mine which does not suffice the 
conditions of Article 3, paragraph 3 must take necessary precaution and 
measures to deny access of the civilians in addition to the warning sign as 
stipulated in Article 1. However, exceptional case would be if the angle 
of flight taken by the fragment is less than 90 degrees from the horizontal 
level, the time for using the anti-personnel mine is within 72 hours and 
the military unit that emplaced the anti-personnel mine is adjacent.
3 No one is allowed to remove, damage, destroy, hide or otherwise 
undermine the proper utility of the warning signs placed as per the Article 
1.

Article 8 (Recording, maintaining, and confidentiality of information)
1. Commander of the military unit that emplaced mines, booby-trap or other 
devices (herein after referred to as "Commander of emplacing unit") must 
record and maintain the following information on the emplaced field:

(a) precise location and boundary of the emplaced area;
(b) Type, number, emplacing method, type of fuse and life time of the 

emplaced mine, booby-trap or other devices; and
(c) Location of every emplaced mine (except for remotely- delivered 

mine), booby-trap or other devices.



2. Commander of emplacing unit must manage the information which was 
recorded and maintained as per the paragraph 1 in accordance with the 
Military Secret Protection Act.

Article 9 (Imprinting Production Information of Mines)
Mine producers must imprint the following information in Korean or English 
on the surface of the mine.
1. Country of production;
2. Date of production; and
3. Production serial number

Article 10 (Penalty)
1. Person who used the weapons prohibited in Article 3 or violated 
Articles 4 or 5 to result in the death or injury of persons shall be 
punished as follows:

(a) Those who killed person shall be sentenced to death penalty, life 
sentence or imprisonment of 7 years or more.

(b) Those who injured a person to reach death shall be sentenced to 
imprisonment of 5 years or more of definite period.

(c) Those who injured a person shall be sentenced to imprisonment of 1 
years or more but not to exceed 10 years.
2. Those who used or transferred mines, booby-trap or other devices in 
violation of Articles 3 or 5 shall be sentenced to imprisonment of 1 year 
or less, or fine of 5 million won or less.
3. Those who removed, damaged, destroyed, hid or otherwise undermined the 
proper utility of warning signs in violation of Article 7, Paragraph 3, 
shall be sentence to the imprisonment of 6 months or less, or fine of 1 
million won or less.

Appendix

1. The Date of entry into force
This law shall enter into force on the date when the Convention on 

Prohibition or Restriction on the Use of Certain Conventional Weapons Which 
May be Deemed to be Excessively Injurious or to have Indiscriminate Effects 
takes effect in the Republic of Korea.
2. Exception on anti-personnel mine

The anti-personnel mines that were already emplaced in the territory 
of the Republic of Korea at the time of execution of this law and that 
falls under the definition as set forth in Article 3, Paragraph 2 shall not 
be regarded as anti-personnel mines under this law until means of 
identifying them have been developed and thus removed.

Technical Annex
Signs for minefields and mined areas 
(Relate to the Article 7, Paragraph 1)
1. Size and shape : a triangle or square no smaller than 28 centimeters 
by 20 centimeters for triangle, and 15 centimeters per side for a square;
2. Color : red or orange with a yellow reflecting border;
3. Symbol : readily recognizable symbol like skeleton which the civilians



can easily identify a dangerous area;
4. Language : the sign should contain the word "mine" in English and in 
Korean
5. Spacing : signs should be placed around the minefield or mined area 
at a distance sufficient to ensure their visibility at any point by a 
civilian approaching the area.


