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CHAPTER 91

THE DETENTION CAMPS ACT

Commencement: 3rd December, 1925

An Act of Parliament to provide for the establishment of 
detention camps

1. This Act may be cited as the Detention Camps Act.

2. In this Act, except where a contrary intention 
appears—

“court” includes a judge of the High Court;

“detainee” means any person, whether convicted or not, 
lawfully detained in a detention camp;

“detention camp” means any place established in accord
ance with this Act in which prisoners may serve a term of 
detention in lieu of serving a term of imprisonment;

“officer in charge” means any officer appointed by name 
or office to have charge of a detention camp*.

3. The Minister† may, by notice in the Gazette, declare 
any place to be a detention camp for the purposes of this 
Act, and may in like manner declare that any such place shall 
cease to be a detention camp for the purposes of this Act.

4. Subject to the orders and directions of the Minister, 
detention camps shall be under the control and direction of 
the Commissioner of Prisons.

5. (1) When a person is convicted of any offence and 
the court, after taking into consideration the apparent age, 
antecedents, character and state of health of the person 
accused and all the circumstances of the case, is of opinion

*Where the officer in charge is a District Commissioner, his powers and 
duties shall be exercised and performed, during any period of absence or 
inability to act from illness or any other cause, by any District Officer for the 
time being serving in the district in which the detention camp is situate. (Cap 80 
(1948), Sub. Leg.)

Cap. 80 (1948), 
G.N. 1566/1955, 
G .N . 1602/1955, 
L.N. 172/1960, 
L.N. 173/1960, 
67 of I960,
49 of 1962,
36 of 1964,
17 of 1967,
29 of 1967,

8 of 1968,
25 of 1971.

Short title.

Interpretation.
17 of 1967,
1st Sch.,
25 of 1971, Sch.

Establishment 
of detention 
camps.
G .N .1566/1955, 
L .N .172/1960.

Control of
detention
camps.
G.N. 1566/1955, 
L .N .172/1960.

Power to
sentence to 
detention.
29 of 1967,
1st Sch.

†Power delegated to the Permanent Secretary of the Ministry, by 
L.N. 692/1963.
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High Court 
may alter 
imprisonment to 
detention or 
vice versa.

Revising officer 
of African 
court may alter 
imprisonment to 
detention or 
vice versa.

Period of 
detention. 
29 of 1967, 

1st Sch.

Remission,

that the offence would be adequately punished by a  fine or 
a sentence of imprisonment not exceeding six months, the 
court may instead of awarding a sentence of a  fine or imprison
ment award a sentence of detention in a detention camp, and 
the prisoner shall thereupon be detained in a detention camp.

(2) A sentence of detention shall in no case exceed the 
period of imprisonment to which the prisoner could have been 
sentenced if this Act had not been enacted.

(3) Where any Act provides that an offence is 
punishable by fine only or by fine and imprisonment in default 
of payment of such fine, the court may order that in default 
of payment the prisoner undergo a sentence of detention in 
lieu of imprisonment.

6. Where a sentence of fine or imprisonment or deten
tion comes before the High Court on appeal or in exercise 
of its powers of revision or confirmation, the High Court 
may, after taking into consideration the apparent age, ante
cedents, character or state of health of the prisoner and all 
the circumstances of the case, alter any sentence of fine or 
imprisonment to a sentence of detention or a sentence of 
detention to a sentence of fine or imprisonment.

7. Where a sentence of fine or imprisonment or deten
tion is awarded by an African court, an officer having power 
to revise the proceedings of the court may, after taking into 
consideration the apparent age, antecedents, character and 
state of health of the prisoner and all the circumstances of 
the case, alter any sentence of fine or imprisonment to a 
sentence of detention or a sentence of detention to a sentence 
of fine or imprisonment.

8. No person shall be sentenced to detention for a 
period exceeding six months in all, and no sentence of deten
tion shall be passed on any person who is proved to have 
previously undergone more than one term of imprisonment.

9. (1) Every detainee under sentence of detention for 
more than one month may earn remission of one-third of his 
sentence by satisfactory industry and good conduct:

Provided that no such remission may be earned so as to 
reduce the period of detention to a period less than one month.
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(2) On the recommendation of the Commissioner of 
Prisons, the Minister may grant such further remission as he 
shall determine, on special grounds, such as exceptional merit 
or permanent ill-health.

(3) For the purpose of giving effect to the provisions of 
subsection (1) of this section, each detainee, on admission, 
shall be credited with the full amount of remission he could 
earn, and shall forfeit such portion of such remission as a 
punishment for idleness, lack of industry or any other offence 
against discipline, as the Commissioner of Prisons or the officer 
in charge of the detention camp shall determine:

Provided that the Commissioner may restore any forfeited 
remission in whole or in part.

10. A detainee while in a detention camp shall be kept 
to labour, but shall not receive pay for any work which he 
may perform.

11. The prescribed authority may at any time by order 
remove a detainee from one detention camp to another.

12. A detainee convicted by the prescribed authority 
of any offence against discipline as provided for by this 
Act or by any rules made thereunder may be committed to 
prison to undergo the remainder of his sentence.

12A. A detainee who is convicted by any court for any 
offence committed during the period of his detention and 
sentenced to a term of imprisonment for such offence, or 
who is convicted by any court for the offence of escape from 
lawful custody committed during the period of his detention, 
shall serve the unexpired period of his detention in a prison 
in addition to any other sentence passed on him in respect of 
such offence or such escape.

13. (1) A detainee on admission shall hand his identity 
card or registration certificate to the officer in charge of the 
detention camp and shall be issued with an identity disc to 
be worn during his term of detention.

(2) On his release from detention a detainee shall 
surrender the identity disc to the officer in charge and receive 
back his identity card or registration certificate.

14. A detainee while serving a sentence of detention 
shall be deemed to be in lawful custody.

Work.

Removal from 
one camp to 
another.

Committal to 
prison.

D eta in ee  may 
serve unexpired 
p erio d  of 
d e ten tio n  in 
p rison ,
36 o f 1964. s, 2.

Identity card 
and identity disc

Detainees 
deemed to be 
in lawful 
custody.
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Application of 
Cap. 90.
49 of 1962, 
s. 75,

8 of 1968, Sch., 
25 o£ 1971, Sch.

Rules.
G.N. 1602/1955, 
L.N. 173/1960.

15. Sections 11, 14, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 26, 29, 30, 31, 
38, 45, 50, 51, 52, 53, 54, 55, 56, 57, 58, 59, 60, 61, 62, 63, 
64, 65, 70, 71, 72 and 73 of the Prisons Act shall apply and 
be read as part of this Act as if there were substituted for 
the words “prison” and “prisoner”, wherever they appear 
therein, the words “detention camp” and “detainee” respec
tively.

16. The Minister may make rules not inconsistent with 
the terms of this Act for the government and discipline of 
detention camps and detainees and the guidance of officers 
appointed thereto, and any other matters relating to detention 
camps.
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SUBSIDIARY LEGISLATION

Places declared to be detention camps for the purposes of the Act 
under section 3

R ift V alley Province

Kericho District
Bomet, Camp Buildings at. L.N. 719/1961.

Baringo District
Kabarnet Camp. G.N. 6/1928.
Eldama Ravine Camp. G.N. 901/1947.

Elgeyo-Marakwet District
Tambach, Camp at. G.N. 524/1926.

Laikipia District
Rumuruti, Camp Buildings at. L.N. 719/1961.
Dol Dol, Camp Buildings at. L.N. 124/1962

Narok District
Kilgoris, Camp Buildings at. L.N. 719/1961.

Central Province

Nyeri District
Aguthi, Camp Buildings at. L.N. 640/1961.

N orth Tetu Camp. L.N. 269/1964.

Thika District
Thika, Camp at. L.N. 84/1966.

Eastern Province

Meru District
Maua, Camp Buildings at. L.N. 179/1970.

N airobi A rea

Nairobi Area
Embakasi Airport Camp. L.N. 2/1958.
Nairobi Prison, Camp Buildings at. L.N. 303/1963.

Temporary Extra-M ural Penal Em ploym ent Camp, Jamhuri Park. L.N. 330/1966.

C oast P rovince

Taita District
V oi Rem and Centre. L.N. 8/1957.

Mombasa District
Mombasa Camp. G.N. 28/1928.

Shim o-la-Tewa A nnexe Prison (Makute Camp). L.N. 302/1968.

[Subsidiary]
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Cap. 80 (1948), 
Sub. Leg.,
L .N . 465/1959, 
L .N . 132/1969.

Rules under section 16

THE DETENTION CAMPS RULES

1. These Rules may be cited as the Detention Camps Rules.

2. Entry within the confines of the camp shall be forbidden to 
any person except detainees and the officer in charge or his assistants 
and those persons who have received special permission from the 
officer in charge.

3. (1) Detainees when not at work outside the camp shall remain 
within the confines of the camp.

(2) Absence from the camp without permission shall be deemed 
to be escape from lawful custody.

4. Subject to any general or specific instructions from the Com
missioner of Prisons, the nature of the work on which detainees are 
to be employed shall be at the discretion of the officer in charge of 
the detention camp.

5. Rations shall be supplied to detainees on the following scale—

D iet (per person)

W eekly Issue 
(M o n d a y  to S u n d a y )

On each of 
4 days a week

On each of 
3 days a week

(1) Carbohydrates and vegetable proteins: 
(a) Maize or other cereal 

plus (b) Beans or groundnuts
570 gms. 
225 gms.

510 gms. 
200 gms.

(2) Animal proteins:
Meat or dried fish..........................

or Liquid skimmed milk (or recon
stituted dried milk)

— 115 gms. 

570 ml.

(3) Fats:
Fortified vegetable oil 

or Fortified vegetable ghee
15 gms. 
15 gms.

15 gms. 
15 gms.

(4) Fresh vegetables:
(a) Green leafy vegetables or carrots 

plus (b) Potatoes or sweet potatoes 
plus (c) Capsicum

55 gms. 
115 gms. 
30 gms.

55 gms. 
115 gms. 
30 gms.

(5) Salt .................................................. 15 gms. 15 gms.

N otes :

(a) “Other cereal” includes rice, wheat or millet flour, but does
not include “cassava”.

(b) “Beans” includes dried soya beans or dried peas.
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(c) In lieu of the 115 gms. of meat or dried fish shown in item 
(2) above, an issue of 170 gms. of fresh fish may be made.

(d) “Fortified vegetable oil” means cotton seed oil, coconut oil,
palm oil or any edible oil approved by the Medical Depart
ment, to  which has been added not less than 4,000 inter
national units of vitamin “A ” per 30 gms. The same addition 
of vitamin “A ” shall be made if ghee is issued.

(e) Fresh fruit may be issued in lieu of vegetables on the advice
of the Medical Department.

(/) If there is a deficiency of any one commodity in item (4) 
above, 25 mgms. ascorbic acid must be issued daily.

(g) Yeast or other appropriate supplement may be added to the
above on the advice of the Medical Department and in such 
quantities as may be laid down by that Department.

(h) “Meat” includes the weight of bone.
(i) 55 gms. of dried meat when obtainable may be issued once 

a week in lieu of 115 gms. of meat or dried fish.

6. (1) Detainees may wear their own clothes throughout their 
period of detention, provided they are suitable; otherwise they may 
be provided with clothes.

(2) Bedding shall be supplied to detainees.

7. (1) Detainees must display whilst undergoing detention the 
identity disc which will be issued to them on admission to the detention 
camp.

(2) Loss of the identity disc may be treated as an offence.

8. Detainees may associate together throughout the period of 
their detention, but may be required to  maintain silence while at work 
or after such time at night as is ordered by the officer in charge.

9. Detainees may receive and send out letters to such number as 
is in  the case of each detainee ordered by the officer in charge.

10. Detainees may, by permission of the officer in charge, receive 
special visits from their legal advisers or near relations.

11. In the event of any offence 'against discipline on the part of 
a detainee, such as refusal to work, idleness at work, quarrelling with 
other detainees, or any neglect or disobedience of orders, the offender 
shall be taken before the prescribed authority to be dealt with under 
section 12 of the Act.

12. No intoxicating liquor or African intoxicating liquor or 
tobacco may be given to  a detainee except on the w rit te n  authority 
of the medical officer.

13. The rules concerning censorship of prisoner’s letters made 
under the Prisons Act shall apply, mutatis mutandis, to letters to or 
from detainees.

14. The prescribed authority shall be the person for the time being 
holding the position of officer in charge.

[Subsidiary]

Cap. 90.
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Cap. 80 (1948), 
Sub. Leg.,
L.N. 62/1959.

THE DETENTION CAMPS (TREATMENT IN 
HOSPITAL) RULES

1. These Rules may be cited as the Detention Camps (Treatment 
in Hospital) Rules

2. (1) If any detainee appears to be of unsound mind in any 
detention camp, the officer in charge of the detention camp shall 
forthwith report to a medical officer, and such medical officer shall 
visit and inquire into the state of mind of such detainee.

(2) If the medical officer signs a certificate with respect to such 
detainee according to the form in the Schedule to  these Rules, the 
officer in charge shall forward a copy of such certificate to the 
Minister, and it shall be lawful for the Minister, by order in 
writing under his hand directed to the officer in charge of such deten
tion camp, to order that such detainee be forthwith removed to any 
fit place for the custody and treatment of lunatics, which may from 
time to time be appointed by the Permanent Secretary of the Ministry 
for that purpose either within any prison or elsewhere.

(3) Any detainee so removed shall remain in such place until it 
is certified by a medical officer that such detainee has become of sound 
mind, whereupon he shall by order of the Minister be redelivered into 
the custody of the officer in charge of such detention camp if still 
liable to be detained therein, and if not so liable released.

3. (1) In case of any serious illness of a detainee detained in a 
detention camp in which there is not suitable accommodation for such 
detainee, any magistrate may, on the certificate of a medical officer, 
make an order for his removal to a Government hospital.

(2) In case of emergency, such removal may be made by an officer 
in charge of the detention camp without complying with the provisions 
of paragraph (1) of this rule.

4. (1) So long as any detainee who has been removed to any 
hospital under rule 3 of these Rules remains therein, he shall be 
deemed to be in lawful custody.

(2) The medical officer of the hospital shall, a t the end of every 
month, transmit to the officer in charge of the detention camp a 
certificate signed by him that it is in his opinion necessary that such 
detainee should remain in the hospital.

5. So soon as, in the opinion of the medical officer of the hospital, 
it is no longer necessary fo r a  detainee who has been removed to the 
hospital to remain therein, he shall transmit to the officer in charge 
of the detention camp a certificate stating that such necessity has 
ceased, and thereupon the officer in charge of the detention camp 
shall forthwith cause such detainee to be brought to the detention 
camp if he is still liable to be detained therein.

6. Every precaution shall be taken by the medical officers and 
other officers of a hospital to prevent the escape of any detainee who 
may at any time be under treatment therein, and it shall be lawful 
for the said officers to  take such measures for preventing the escape 
of any such detainee as are necessary :

Provided that nothing in this rule contained shall confer any 
authority to do any act which in the opinion of the medical officer is 
likely to  be prejudicial to the health of such detainee.
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SCHEDULE (r. 2)

M e d i c a l  C e r t i f i c a t e

I, the undersigned

hereby certify that I, on the day of

19........ at the Detention Camp at in the

District, personally examined

, a detainee in the said detention camp, and that

the said is a (a)

and a proper person to be taken charge of and detained under care 

and treatment, and that I  have formed this opinion on the following 

facts: —

1. Facts indicating insanity observed by myself (b) .......................

2. Other facts (if any) indicating insanity communicated to me 

by others (c) ....................................................................................................

Dated th is ....................... day o f ...............  ........ 19.......

Medical Officer,

(a) Lunatic, idiot or person of unsound mind.

(b) Here state the facts.

(c) Here state information and from whom.
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[Subsidiary]
Cap. 80 (1948), 
Sub. Leg.

Cap. 90.

THE DETENTION CAMPS (DISCIPLINE) RULES

1. These Rules may be cited as the Detention Camps (Discipline) 
Rules.

2. In these Rules, except where the context otherwise requires—

“Commissioner” means the Commissioner of Prisons;

“overseer” means any person appointed by the Commissioner to 
be a detention camp overseer, and includes any subordinate officer 
enlisted under the Prisons Act who has been seconded by the Commis
sioner for duty as a detention camp overseer.

3. Any overseer who—
(i) uses traitorous or disloyal words regarding the President; or
(ii) strikes or uses or offers any violence against his superior

officer, or uses threatening or insubordinate language to 
his superior officer; or

(iii) wilfully disobeys any lawful com m and; or
(iv) is drunk, or drinks intoxicants while actually on duty; or 
(v) absents himself without leave; or

(vi) sleeps on his post, or leaves it before being regularly relieved
except in fresh pursuit of any offender whom he ought to 
apprehend; or

(vii) being under arrest or confinement, leaves or escapes from
his arrest or confinement before he is set a t liberty by 
proper authority; or

(viii) neglects or refuses to assist in the apprehension of any
overseer or detainee whom it is his duty to a rrest; or

(ix) allows any detainee to escape who is committed to his charge
or whom it is his duty to keep or guard ; or

(x) offers unwarrantable personal violence to any person in his
custody; or

(xi) is guilty of cowardice; or
(xii) without cause fails to appear at any parade appointed by

his superior officer; or
(xiii) pawns, sells, loses by neglect, makes away with or wilfully

spoils his arms, accoutrements, clothing or necessaries or 
any medal or decoration granted to him for service or 
good conduct; or

(xiv) steals any money or goods the property of any overseer or
detainee, or steals or embezzles any Government money or 
goods, or receives any such money or goods, knowing them 
to have been stolen or embezzled from any overseer or 
detainee of the Governm ent; or

(xv) commits any act of plunder or wanton destruction of
property; or

(xvi) solicits or accepts a gratuity ; or
(xvii) is slovenly, inattentive, incivil or quarrelsome; or
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(xviii) without due authority discloses or conveys any information 
concerning any investigation or departmental m atte r; or

(xix) malingers or feigns or produces any disease or infirm ity; or

(xx) is wilfully guilty of misconduct, or wilfully disobeys, whether
in hospital or otherwise, any orders by means of which 
misconduct or disobedience he produces or aggravates 
disease or infirmity or delays its cu re ; or

(xxi) incurs d eb t; or

(xxii) without proper authority exacts from any person carriage,
porterage or provisions; or

(xxiii) resists an escort whose duty it is to apprehend him or to
have him in charge; or

(xxiv) breaks out of lines, camp or quarters ; or

(xxv) makes any false statement on becoming an overseer; or

(xxvi) refuses or by culpable neglect omits to make or send a report
or return which it is his duty to make or send; or

(xxvii) makes a false accusation against any overseer or detainee
knowing such accusation to  be fa lse ; or

(xxviii) in making a complaint, where he thinks himself wronged,
knowingly makes any false statement affecting the character 
of any overseer or knowingly and wilfully suppresses any 
material fac ts ; or

(xxix) engages without authority in any employment other than
his duty as an overseer; or

(xxx) is guilty of any other act, conduct, disorder or neglect to
the prejudice of good order and discipline,

shall be deemed to have committed an offence against discipline:

Provided that nothing in this rule shall be construed to exempt 
any overseer from being proceeded against for any offence by Ihe 
ordinary course of law.

4. (1) The Commissioner or an officer in charge may inquire 
into any offence against discipline and thereupon punish the offender 
by—

(a) admonition ;
(b) reprimand or severe reprim and;
(c) confinement to lines and extra d u ty ;
(d) fine not exceeding ten shillings;
(e) stoppage of pay where there has been loss by neglect of or

injury to  Government property, or absence without leave ;
(f) forfeiture of one good conduct b adge ;
(g) reduction in g rade;
(h) dismissal;
(i) any two o r more of the above punishments:

[Subsidiary]
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Provided that—
(i) any sentence of reduction of more than one grade or dismissal

shall be subject to confirmation by the Commissioner; and 
(ii) any stoppage of pay exceeding one-half of the offender’s 

monthly pay shall be subject to  confirmation by the 
Commissioner.

(2) All stoppages of pay shall be recovered from the offender's 
pay due or thereafter accruing due, and so much only of his pay shall 
be stopped as leaves him a residue of a t least one-half of his monthly 
pay.

[Subsidiary]


