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IN pursuance of the Provisional National Defence Council (Estab
lishment) Proclamation, 1981 this Law is hereby mades 

Section 62 of 1. There in hereby substituted for section 62 of the Armed Forces 
the principal Act, 1962 (A1..1 105)- in this Law referred to as "the principal enactena<..1ment. 
replaced. ment" the following new section: 

"Alleged 62. (1) Before an allegation against a person that he 
charge to be 1 . d . a- . ceeded' reported to alaS (,omrrutte a serVIce ouence IS pro WIth 
Disciplinary allegation shall be reported in the form of a charge to a 
Board. Disciplinary Board to be appointed by the Command. 

jng Officer. 
(2) Where the Disciplinary Board is satisfied that 

the charge should not be proceeded with, it shall 
d ismis~ the charge; otherwise the charge shall be 
proceeded with under this Act a~ expeditiously as the 
circumstance& may permit." 

Section 63 of 2. There is hereby substituted for section 63 of the principal 
the principal enactment the following new section: 
enactment 
replaced. "Summary 63. (1) Subject to th&..provisions of this section a sub-

!e:rctfnate ordinate officer or man below the rank of Warrant 
officers or Officer may be tried by summary trial by a Disciplinary 
men below Board consisting of the Commanding Officer as the 
~~cl k Warrant Chairman or an officer not below the ran of Army 
Officer. Captain or its equivalent appointed by him as the 

Chairman and one officer and three men. 

(2) A Disciplinary Board may try an accus.!d 
person by summary trial if all of the following conditions 
are :,atisfied: 

(a) the accused person is either a subordinate 
officer or a man below the rank of Warrant 
Officer; 

(b) having regard to the gravity of the offence, 
the Disciplinary Board considers that its 
power of punishment arc adequate; 

(c) the Disciplinary Board is not precluded 
from trying the accused person by reason cf 
his election, under regulations made under 
this Act, to be tried by court martial; and 

(d) the offence is not one that under such 
regulations the Disciplinary Board is pre
cluded from trying. 
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(3) Except as otherwise expressly provided in th.i:J 
Act. a Disciplinary Board at a summary trial may pass 
a sentence in which anyone or more of the following 
punishment!) may be included; 

(a) detention for a period not exceeding ninety 
days subject to the following provisions: 

(i) a punishment of detention imposed 
by a Disciplinary Board upon a pett:,. 
officer, non-commissioned officer or 
leading rating shall not be carried into 
effect until approved by an approving 
authority and only to the extent so 
approved, and 

(ii) where a Disciplinary Board impo:;e:; 
more than thirty days' detention, the 
portion in excess of thirty days shall 
be effective only if approved by, and 
to thf ~tent approved by, an approv
ing authority; 

(b) reduction in rank, but a punishment of 
reduction in rank imposed by a Disciplinary 
Board shall be effective if approved by, Md 
tO

i 
the extent approved by, an approving 

authority; 
(c) forfeiture of seniority; 
(d) severe reprimand; 
(c) reprimand; 
(j) a fine not exceeding basic pay for one 

month; 
(g) stoppages; and 
(h) such minor punishments as may be pres

cribed. 

(4) Each of the puni~hments sp~cified in subsec
tion (3) of this section shall be deemed to b~ a punish
ment less than every punishment preceding it in the 
order specified. 

(5) In subsection (3) of this section "approving" 
authority mea.ns: 

(a) any officer not below th,! rank of Commo
dc~-e, Brigadier or Air Commodore; or 
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Cb) any officer n::>t below the naval rank of 
Ca'ptain or below the rank of Colonel or 
Group Captain de3ignated by the Provi
sional National Defence Council or anv 
person authorised in that behalf by the 
Council as an approving authority for the 
purposes of this ~ubsection. 

(6) Where the Chairman of a Disciplinary Board 
is an officer other than a Commanding Officer such 
Disciplinary Board shall not impo~e punishment s other 
than the following: 

(a) detention not exceeding fourteen days; 
(b) severe reprimand; 
(c) reprimand; 
Cd) a fine not exceeding basic pay for fourte~n 

days; and 
(e) such other minor pUhishments as may be 

prescribed. 
(7) Where a Di.ciplinary Board tries an accu~ed 

person by summary tria1-, the evidence shall be taken 
on oath if the Board so direcTs or the accused person 
so requests, and the Board shall inform the accused 
person of his right so to request. 

(8) Such punishments as :HC specified in regula
tions to require approval before they may be imposed 
by a Disciplinary Board, shall not be so imposed until 
approval has been obtained." 

Section 64 of 3. There i!> hereby substituted for section 64 of the principal 
the principal enactment the foilowing new section: 
enactment 
replaced. "Summary 64. (1) An officer below the rank of Commander, 

trials of· W d Officers LIeutenant-Colonel or ing Comman er, or a Warrant 
below the Officer, charged with a service offence may be tried by 
rank of summary trial by a Disciplinary Board consisting of 
Commander, 
Lieutenant- the superior Comma.nder as the Chairman and two 
Colonel, other officers, except that where the accused person 
Wing Corn- is a Warrant Officer the Board shall consist of the 
mander or 
Warrant superior Commander as Chairman and two Warrant 
Officer. Officers. 

(2) A Disciplinary Board may on hearing or 
without hearing the evidence dismiss a charge, if it 
considers that it should not be proceeded with; other
wise the charge shall be proceeded with as expedi
tiously as the circumstances may permit. 
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(3) Except as otherwise provided in this Act, a 
Disciplinary Board at a summary trial may pass a 
sentence in which anyone or more of the following 
punishments may be included: 

(a) forfeiture of seniority; 
(b) severe reprimand; 
(C) reprimand; and 
(d) fine. 
(4) A Disciplinary Board shall not try an 

accused person who by reason of an election under 
regulations is entitled to be tried by court martial. 

(5) The evidence of an accused person tried 
by summary trial unaer this section shall be taken 
on oath if the Disciplinary Board so directs or the 
accused person so requests and the Board shall inform 
the accused person of his right so tt request." 

4. There is hereby substituted for section 65 of the principal 
enactment the following new section: ,. 

"Convening 65. (1) The Council or such other authorities as 
authorities. may be authorised in that behalf by the Council may 

convene general court martial and disciplinary court 
martial. 

(2) Any authority convening a court martic: 1 
under subsection (1) of this section may appoint a9 
members of the court martial officers of the Army 
of Ghana, Navy of Ghana, or Air Force of Ghana 
or officers of any Navy, Army or Air Force who are 
attached, seconded or loaned to the Armed Forces, 
and two men where the accused'person is a man." 

5. Section 66 of the principal enactment is hereby amended by 
the substitution for subsection (1) thereof of the following new 
subsection: 
'''Number of 
members of 
General 
Court 
Martial, etc. 

66. (1) A general court martial sh2.11 wnsist of not 
less than five officers and not more than such number 
of officers as may be prescribed, except that where the 
accused person is a man Cl. general court martial shall 
include two men." 

6. There is hereby substituted for section 69 of the principal 
enactment the following new section: 

"Ineligibility 69. None of the following persons shall sit as a 
to serve on member of a general court martial: 

:general COUl t 
martial. (a) the officer who convened the court martial; 

(b) the prosecutor; 
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(c) a witness for the prosecution; 
(d) the Commanding Officer of the accused 

person; 
(e) a provost officer; 
(j) an officer or man who is under the age of 

twenty-one years; 
(g) an offi~e1" below the Navy rank of Naval 

Lieutenant, the Army rank of Captain or 
Air Force rank of Flight-Lieutenant or in 
the case of a man, a man below the rank of 
the accused person; or 

(h) any person who prior to the court martial 
participated in any investigation in respect 
of the matters upon which a charge against 
the accused person is found.ed." 

Section 70 of 7~ Section 70 of the principal enactment is hereby amended by 
the principal the substitution for subsection (1) thereof of the following new 
enactment subsectl·On: 
amended. 

"Number of 
members of 
disciplinary 
court 
martial. 

:>. 

70. (1) A disciplinary court martial shall consist of 
not less than three officers and not more than such 
number of officers as may be prescribed, except that 
where the accused person is a man a disciplinary court 
shall include two meIl." 

Section 74 of 8. There is hereby substituted for section 74 of the principal 
the principal enactment the following new section: 
enactment 
replaced. .. Ineligibility 74. None of the following person shall sit as a 

~~~~~r~ member of a disciplinary court martial: 
court (a) the officer who convened the court martial; 
martial. (b) the prosecutor; 

(c) a witness for the prosecution; 
(d) the commanding officer of the accused 

person; 
(e) a provost officer; 
(f) an officer or man who is under the age of 

twenty-one years; 
(g) a man below the rank of the accused person 

where the accused is a man; 
(h) any person who prior to the court martial 

participated in any investigation in respect 
of the matters upon which a charge against 
the accused person is founded." 
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9. Section 98 of the principal enactment is hereby amended 
follows: 

as Section 98 of 
the principal 

(a) 
enactment 

by the insertion immediately after the definition of amended. 
"defence establishment" of the followirg new defini-
tion: 

"Disciplinary Board" means Disciplinary Board 
established under section 63 or 64 of this Act;" 

(b) by the substitution for the definition of "service tribu
nal" and "summary trial" respectively of the follow
ing new definitions: 

"service tribunal" means a court martial or a 
"Disciplinary Board;" 

"summary trial" means a trial conducted by a 
Disciplinary Board established under section 63 or 
64 of this Act;" 

10. Notwithstanding the provi; ions of any enaGtment the decision 
of a Disciplinary Board referred to in sections 63 and 64 of this Act 
shall be by a majority of the members of the Board. 

\ 

Decisions of 
Disciplinary 
Board to be 
by majority. 

11. (1) The provisions of chapters 108 and 110 and sections Modifica-
3 and 4 of chapter 111 of the Armed Forces (Discipline) Regulations, ~!~ the 
1970 (C.1. 12) (Volume II) relating to summary trials by COlL.- Forces Regu
manding Officers, summary trials by superior Commanders, General lations, 1970 
Court Martial and Disciplinary Court Martial respectively ~ hall ~.Ii ill 
apply with such modifications as may be necessary to give effect to 0 . • 

the provisions of this Law. 

(2) Notwithstanding the provisions of any enactIlient any 
reference in chapter 108 of the said Armed Forces (Discipline) 
Regulations, 1970 (C.I. 12): 

(a) to a trial by a Commanding Officer shall be deemed to 
be a reference to trial by a Disciplinary Board of 
which the Commanding Officer is the Ch~irman or to 
a trial by delegated officer shall be deemed to be refer
ence to a trial by a Disciplinary Board of which the 
Chairman is an officer not below the rank of Army 
Captain or its equivalent appointed by the Command
ing Officer; 

(b) to a "Commanding Officer" shall be deemed to be 
reference to a Disciplinary Board of which the Com
manding Officer is the Chairman or to a "delegated 
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"Officer" shall be deemed to be reference to a Disci
plinary BO:lrd of which the Chairman is an officer not 
below the rank of Army Captain or its equivalent 
appointed by the Commanding Officer. 

Made this 14th day of June 1983. 

FLT.-LT. JERRY JOHN RAWLINGS 
Chairman of the Provisonal National Defence Council 

Date of Gazette notification: 29th July, 1983. 
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