
Prime Minister’s Decree 
No 149 of 2000 

On the establishment of the National Committee for IHL

The Prime Minister
Upon consulting the Constitution
And Presidential decision number 325 of 1999 on the establishment of 
the cabinet

Decided 

(Article One)

The establishment of a National Committee for IHL formed of 
representatives of concerned ministries and institutions, and acting as 
advisory to the national authorities on the implementation and 
dissemination of IHL.

The Minister of Justice or his representative heads the Committee, and 
its membership includes representatives of:
- Ministry of Justice
- Ministry of Foreign Affairs
- Ministry of Defense
- Ministry of Interior
- Ministry of Higher Education
- Public Intelligence
- Egyptian Red Crescent Society
- ICRC Cairo Delegation

Ministers or their representatives are to be invited to the Committee’s 
meetings upon the discussion of any subjects pertaining to the jurisdiction 
or activities of their ministries or their auxiliary units.

The Committee can form sub-committees from among its members or 
others to study a particular subject and present the results to it. It can also 
form committees with specific responsibilities.

(Article Two)

The Committee shall exercise the following functions:

- Promotion of effective implementation of IHL rules and aims, 
including coordination with concerned agencies and the presentation 
of proposals in accordance with the public interest to decision-makers 
in that respect.



- Proposition of an annual plan on national measures necessary for the 
dissemination of IHL.

- Encouragement of efforts to raise the training level of national cadres 
responsible for the implementation and respect of rules of IHL, and 
promotion of national capacities to overcome obstacles facing the 
implementation of these rules.

- Contribution to the preparation of training and development programs 
for persons in charge of serving IHL in the light of local national 
needs. Development shall encompass the media so as to insure raising 
the consciousness of the masses and spreading rules of humanitarian 
behavior among all persons working in the domain of IHL.

- Exchange of information and experiences with humanitarian 
federations, associations, and organizations working in the domain of 
IHL.

(Article Three)

The Committee can resort to the assistance of Egyptian and foreign 
experts, and officials at concerned ministries, institutes and agencies. It 
can also request information, documents and studies assisting its work 
from any of these organs.

(Article Four)

The General Administration for International and Cultural 
Cooperation at the Ministry of Justice shall assume the task of technical 
secretariat for the Committee as follows:
- Preparation of necessary studies for the Committee’s work, resorting 

in that to experts it deems fit to the task.
- Preparation of a draft agenda for the Committee and preparing 

subjects to be presented to it.
- Taking the necessary measures for the implementation and follow-up 

of the Committee’s decisions and recommendations.
- Other tasks that might be charged to it.

The technical secretariat shall include a sufficient number of 
employees from the state’s administrative apparatus, or other specialists 
and experts.

(Article Five)

A unit for documentation and information shall be auxiliary to the 
technical secretariat, and shall be responsible for the following:



- Collecting Egyptian, foreign, and international legislations and 
regulations, legal principles and reference books, and international 
conventions and protocols. These documents are to be properly 
classified and translated so as to maximize their benefits.

- Modernizing the above-mentioned data by following introduced 
amendments and adding them to the original documents.

- Collecting data and information pertaining to IHL, and creating the 
necessary information centers in that respect.

(Article Six)

A translation unit shall be auxiliary to the technical secretariat, and 
shall be responsible for translating documents pertaining to IHL.

(Article Seven)

The Committee is to acquire the financial resources necessary to 
carry out its tasks from the budget of the Ministry of Justice.

(Article Eight)

Concerned agencies shall implement this decree.

Prime Minister 

Dr. Atef Ebeid

Issued at the Prime Minister’s Office on 23 January 2000


