
Law No. 126/1992 Col. of Laws 

[as amended by the Law No. 375/2011 Col. of Laws] 
 

 

Law 

of the March 5, 1992 

on the protection of the emblem and the name of the Red Cross  

and on the Czechoslovak Red Cross 
 
 

The Federal Assembly of the Czech and Slovak Federal Republic has approved the following 
law: 
 

PART ONE 

PROTECTION OF THE RED CROSS EMBLEM AND NAME 

 

§1 

(1) The emblem of the red cross on the white ground and the words “Red Cross” or “Geneva 
Cross” protected by the Geneva Conventions of August 12, 1949, and their Additional 
Protocols of June 8, 1977, (hereafter Geneva Conventions) can be used on the territory of 
the Czech and Slovak Federal Republic in time of peace only by: 

a) military medical service to indicate and to protect the medical units and establishments, 
medical personnel and material protected by the Geneva Conventions and other 
international conventions dealing with similar matters, that have been recognised by the 
Czech and Slovak Federal Republic; 

b) Czechoslovak Red Cross (§3), its units and establishments, by providing activities 
mentioned under the a) and by its other activities in time of peace under the conditions 
stated by the Geneva Conventions;  

c) international organisations of the Red Cross and their personnel; 

d) providers of the vehicles used as ambulances and providers of aid stations exclusively 
assigned to the purpose of giving free treatment to the wounded or sick persons – to 
indicate such ambulance cars and aid stations in time of peace, however, this can be 
done only after the approval of the Czechoslovak Red Cross (§3). 

(2) The emblem and the name mentioned in the (1) or the emblem and the name similar to 
the above mentioned ones must not be used by other subjects or to purposes not mentioned 
above. 

 

§2 

(1) The one, who misuses the emblem or the name mentioned in § 1 or that one, who assists 
by such misuse, shall be penalised in the amount to 10,000.- CZK or to 50,000.- CZK in 
case, that the act was done at times to which the Geneva Conventions apply. 

(2) The income from fines belongs the Czechoslovak Red Cross. 

(3) The paragraph 1 is not applied when the act mentioned is considered as the crime. 



(4) Unauthorised indication of any item by the emblem or the name mentioned in §1 must be 
removed without delay; if not, then this is ordered to the owner by the relevant administration 
body. If it cannot be removed, then the administration body is entitled to take the item from 
the owner and give it to the Czechoslovak Red Cross without any compensation. 

 

PART TWO 

CZECHOSLOVAK RED CROSS 

 

§3 

(1) The Czechoslovak Red Cross is the society established in conformity with the Law on 
civilians associations. 

(2) The Czechoslovak Red Cross is the only organisation of the Red Cross on the territory of 
the Czech and Slovak Federal Republic recognised by the government. Its seat is in Prague. 

 

§ 4 

The Czechoslovak Red Cross keeps the position of the National Society in accordance with 
the Geneva Conventions. It fulfils mainly the following tasks: 

a) it acts as the exclusively recognised auxiliary organisation of the military medical 
service; 

b) it acts in the area of civil defence and protection and assists by the alleviation of 
consequences in times of disasters and other emergency situations; 

c) it provides medical, rescue, social and other humanitarian services; 

d) it disseminates the Geneva Conventions; 

e) it educates citizens to participate in the performance of medical tasks and its 
components work closely with the providers of medical services. 

 

§5 

(1) The Czechoslovak Red Cross acquires resources for covering the costs of its activities 
particularly from: 

a) membership fees, proceeds from its own activities, donations, bequests and 
governmental subsidies and grants, too; 

b) the Government of the Czech and Slovak Federal Republic shall annually provide the 
Czechoslovak Red Cross with the means from the state budget. The means are 
earmarked for covering the activities run in accordance with the Geneva Conventions 
in the framework stated in §4 of this law. 

(2) while fulfilling its tasks set by the Geneva Conventions and Resolutions of the 
International Conferences of the Red Cross and Red Crescent the Czechoslovak Red Cross 
is exempted from taxes, fees and customs. 

 

§6 

(1) The State shall return the Czechoslovak Red Cross the property that was taken in the 
period from February 25, 1948, till December 31, 1989. The extent of the restitution is set in 
the annex to this law. 



(2) The real estate mentioned in the annex to this law becomes the property of the 
Czechoslovak Red Cross at the date, that the law comes into force. 

(3) The Czechoslovak Red Cross shall conclude agreements on those real estates that are 
to be handed over to the organisation and that currently ensure medical or social services 
respectively serve as educational or cultural centres. If both sides are not able to conclude 
agreements, then the Czechoslovak Red Cross can take over the property in five years after 
the law comes into force. 

(4) If users mentioned in §6 (3) are not able to agree on the rent to be paid to the 
Czechoslovak Red Cross, then the amount shall be stipulated by the related administration 
body in accordance with the generally valid price provisions. 

 

§7 

The Government of the Czech and Slovak Federal Republic can order further conditions 
regarding the application of this law. 

 

§8 

The following laws are cancelled: 

1. Law No 60/1952 on the Czechoslovak Red Cross and on the use of the Red Cross name 
and emblem; 

2. Law No 16/1958 that modifies and amends the Law No 60/1952; 

3. Provision of the Ministry of Health No 56/1958 on the providing of health activities by the 
Czechoslovak Red Cross; 

4. Provision of the Ministry of Health and Social Affairs No 112/1989 on the providing of 
health and welfare activities by the Czechoslovak Red Cross in the Czech Socialistic 
Republic. 

 

§9 

This law comes into force on July 1, 1992. 

 

 

Havel, m.p. 

Dubček, m.p. 

Čalfa, m.p. 

 
 


