
BULGARIAN RED CROSS LAW

Article 1

1. The Bulgarian Red Cross is the only Red Cross National Society on the territory 
of the Republic of Bulgaria. It is a part of the International Red Cross and Red Crescent 
Movement.

2. The Bulgarian Red Cross acts in accordance with the Fundamental Principles of 
the Movement - Humanity, Impartiality, Neutrality, Independence, Voluntary Service, 
Unity, Universality. Its activities are in conformity with the Geneva Conventions of 12 
August 1949 for protection of war victims, the Additional Protocols to them of 1977, and 
with the national legislation.

Article 2

l .The Bulgarian Red Cross is a legal entity. Its headquarters is located in Sofia. It 
is registered under the Law of individuals and family.

2. The structure, composition and activities of the National Society are stipulated 
by its Statutes.

Article 3

The Bulgarian Red Cross is an autonomous organisation, auxiliary to the public 
authorities in the field of humanitarian activities, preparing for action in case of disaster or 
armed conflict. It aims at promoting the protection and improvement of human health, and 
contributing to affirm high human morals, charity and compassion.

Article 4

In order to achieve its ends, the Bulgarian Red Cross:
1. Carries out social assistance work; organises the collection and distribution of 

humanitarian relief from abroad or the country.
2. Works to:

a. improve the health education of the population;
b. limit and prevent diseases of social significance;
c. train the population in rendering first aid;
d. promote, support and affirm free blood donation;
e. prevent accidents in the mountains and in water areas, and assist victims of such 
accidents.

f . train rescue teams for these activities, issuing qualification certificates; 
g. promote and disseminate the Movement Principles among children and youth.
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3 .Provides assistance to victims of armed conflicts and disasters in the country and
abroad.

4. Improves the preparedness of the population to act in emergency situation, 
jointly with Civil Protection trains First Aid teams, and provides first aid.

5 Propagates the aims and tasks of the International Red Cross/Red Crescent 
Movement and of the Bulgarian Red Cross; promotes the knowledge, dissemination and 
respect for International Humanitarian Law.

6. Provides assistance to persons having the right of asylum in the country
7 In conformity with the stipulations of the Geneva Conventions, the Additional 

Protocols to them, and the Resolutions of the International Red Cross/Red Crescent 
Conferences, it carries out tracing activities on the territory of the country or abroad, in 
favour of family members separated as a result of war, armed conflicts or natural disasters.

8 Sets up its own charitable institutions and establishments in conformity with the 
existing national legislation.

Article 5

1. The Bulgarian Red Cross enjoys the protection and support of the state.
2. All Government institutions in the Republic of Bulgaria and abroad, as well as 

the commercial companies and individuals, are obliged to assist the Bulgarian Red Cross 
in the performance of its tasks and aims.

Article 6

1. The Bulgarian Red Cross provides the funds necessary for financing its activities 
from membership dues, donations, legacies, subsidies from the state budget, income from 
immovable property and other activities in compliance with the national legislation.

2. Funds can be established at the Bulgarian Red Cross, with the purpose of 
financing its activities.

Article 7

In order to carry out its activities, the Bulgarian Red Cross enjoys the following 
tax concessions:

1. Any consignments for the Bulgarian Red Cross, as well as any objects donated 
by the Bulgarian Red Cross to foreign physical or legal entities, shall be exempt from taxes 
and duties.

2. The Bulgarian Red Cross vehicles are exempt from road taxes in the country 
while they are carrying out tasks of the National Society.

3. In time of war, or disaster the Bulgarian Red Cross is exempt from transport 
taxes for all kinds of transport vehicles, as well as from postage. Bulgarian Red Cross 
persons performing their official functions are entitled to free travel.

4. In case of war, or disaster the Bulgarian Red Cross services use the 
communication links free of charge.
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5. In case of war, or disaster, the Bulgarian Red Cross is entitled to free 
administrative services and assistance by all state authorities and local administration 
bodies.

Article 8

1. The Bulgarian Red Cross has the exclusive right to use the name of the Red 
Cross and the emblem established by the Geneva Conventions of 12 August 1949, namely 
a red cross on white ground.

2. In peace time the emblem can be used by other persons and organisations 
subject to permission and control of the Bulgarian Red Cross.

3. In case of war the use of the emblem shall be restricted in accordance with the 
provisions of the Geneva Conventions of 12 August 1949, and the Additional Protocols of
8 June 1977.

ADMINISTRATIVE PENAL PROVISIONS

Article 9

1. The misuse of the emblem set up by the Geneva Conventions of 12 August 
1949, and the name of the Red Cross shall be sanctioned by imposing a fine to the amount 
of 5000 to 200000 BGL, unless the breach of Law is a subject to a more severe penalty.

2. Breaches of the provisions under the present Law, other than those referred to 
in para 1., shall be sanctioned by imposing a fine to the amount of 50000 to 100000 BGL, 
unless the breach of Law is a subject to a more severe penalty.

3. When breaches under Paras 1 and 2 have been made by juridical persons, 
property sanctions shall be imposed amounting to 10000 - 300000 BGL.

4. Failures to discharge one's duties, or actions hindering the Bulgarian Red Cross 
activities under this Law shall be punished by imposing a fine of 5000 to 200000 BGL.

5. The breaches according to the preceding paragraphs shall be certified by acts of 
the Bulgarian Red Cross President or persons authorised by him.

6. The penalty acts shall be issued by the Minister of Finance or persons authorised
by him.

7. The drawing up of acts, as, well as their issuing, appealing and executing shall 
proceed according to the provisions of the Law of Administrative Offence and Penalty.

8. The amount of the fines and the property sanctions imposed under this Law 
shall be collected to the benefit of the Bulgarian Red Cross.


