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In compliance with article IV 4 a) of the Constitution of Bosnia and Herzegovina, the BiH 
Parliament, at the session of the House of Representatives, held on 17 April 2002, and at the 
session of the House of Peoples, held on 29 April 2002, adopted the following

LAW
ON THE USE AND PROTECTION OF THE RED CROSS EMBLEM

AND THE TITLE OF THE RED CROSS SOCIETY OF BOSNIA
AND HERZEGOVINA

Article 1

In order to apply the Geneva Convention for the Amelioration of the Condition of the 
Wounded and Sick in Armed Forces in the Field, Geneva Convention for the Amelioration of 
the Condition of Wounded, Sick and Shipwrecked Members of Armed Forces at Sea, 
Geneva Convention Relative to Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War of August 12, 
1949, and the Protocols I and II Additional to the Geneva Conventions of June 10, 1977 
(hereinafter: the Geneva Conventions), this Law regulates the conditions and way of using 
and protecting the Red Cross emblem and the title of the Red Cross Society of Bosnia and 
Herzegovina in time of peace, war or other armed conflict.

Article 2

In time of armed conflict, the emblem used as a protective device is the visible sign of the 
protection conferred by the Geneva Conventions and their Additional Protocols on medical 
personnel and medical units and transports. 

The emblem used as an indicative device shows that a person or an object is linked with the 
Red Cross or Red Crescent institution. The emblem shall be of a small size.

Article 3

The emblem of the Red Cross Society of Bosnia and Herzegovina is a red cross with five 
equal squares on a white background.

Article 4

No one can use the emblem of the Red Cross or Red Crescent on a white background, the 
designation "Red Cross" or "Red Crescent", the distinctive signals for identifying medical 
units and transports, or the title of the Red Cross Society of Bosnia and Herzegovina, unless 
entitled to make such use in accordance with the provisions of this Law and the Geneva 
Conventions.

Article 5

Only the Red Cross Society of Bosnia and Herzegovina is entitled to use the title of the Red 
Cross.

Article 6

The International Committee of the Red Cross and the International Federation of Red Cross 
and Red Crescent Societies may use the emblem at any time for all their activities.
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Article 7

In time of peace, the following can be marked with the emblem of the Red Cross:

1. upon approval of the competent authorities: buildings, installations, medical material, 
transportation means of institutions in the field of health care and social protection for 
persons who are in need of constant health care (hereinafter: institutions),

2. transportation means of other enterprises and institutions which will be used for transport 
of wounded and sick persons, provided that the Red Cross Society of Bosnia and 
Herzegovina has given its approval for the use of the emblem,

3. upon consent of the Red Cross Society of Bosnia and Herzegovina, places designated for 
provision of first aid in settlements, on transport lines, in enterprises, institutions and 
organisations, as well as places where medical material and equipment for first aid and 
health care are located.

Article 8

In time of peace and war, the following can use or be marked with a Red Cross emblem as a 
sign of affiliation:

1. workers, buildings, resources and material of the Red Cross Society of Bosnia and 
Herzegovina,

2. personnel, resources and material of foreign Red Cross organisations, while performing 
the activities of the Red Cross in Bosnia and Herzegovina, upon approval of the Council of 
Ministers of Bosnia and Herzegovina.

In time of war, the emblem used by the organisations and persons referred to in paragraph 1 
of this article shall be smaller than the protective emblem, and shall not be displayed on 
armlets, roofs of buildings, or vehicles.

Article 9

In time of peace and war, the Red Cross emblem can be used, that is worn, as an indicative 
and protective sign of persons, medical units and institutions, buildings, installations, medical 
material, and transportation means by land, sea or air, which belong to the medical service of 
the armed forces in Bosnia and Herzegovina.

Provision in paragraph 1 of this article is related to the medical service of armed forces of 
states while performing medical activities in the territory of Bosnia and Herzegovina, upon 
approval of the Council of Ministers of Bosnia and Herzegovina.

Article 10

In time of war, the following can be marked with a Red Cross emblem as a sign of protection:

1. building, installation, medical material, transportation means and workers in health 
organisations,
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2. buildings, installations, medical material, transportation means of the Red Cross Society of 
Bosnia and Herzegovina, persons in charge of tracing, collecting, transporting and providing 
care to the wounded and sick, or preventing diseases,

3. civil defence units for providing first aid,

4. hospital ships,

5. first aid teams organised by health institutions, enterprises, organisations and the Red 
Cross Society of Bosnia and Herzegovina while performing these tasks,

6. members of the medical personnel or of chaplains

7. land, water and air transportation means used for transport of shipwrecked, wounded and 
sick persons and medical material (hereinafter: medical transport).

Notwithstanding the provisions referred to in paragraph 1 of this article, the competent body 
of Bosnia and Herzegovina may authorise the use of the Red Cross emblem as a sign of 
protection of particular buildings and installations, transportation means and persons referred 
to in that paragraph.

In time of war, the Red Cross emblem can be used or worn as a sign of protection of 
personnel, buildings, installations, medical material, transportation means of medical 
services of foreign organisations of the Red Cross, Red Crescent, or other foreign voluntary 
aid societies when they carry out medical activities, upon approval of the Council of Ministers 
of Bosnia and Herzegovina.

Article 11

In time of war, the Red Cross emblem can be used as an indicative and protective sign of 
medical zones and places designated for protection of the wounded and sick, as well as of 
persons who work on providing care to the wounded and sick in these zones and places.

Medical zones and places referred to in paragraph 1 of this article are designated by the 
Council of Ministers of Bosnia and Herzegovina.

Article 12

Persons referred to article 10, paragraph 1 of this Law, who are entitled to wear the Red 
Cross emblem, shall have, in time of war, identity cards with a photograph and an embossed 
stamp. The identity card shall indicate the tasks these persons perform.

Article 13

While performing their duties, the persons referred to in article 10, paragraph 1 of this Law 
shall carry the identity card referred to in article 12 of this Law and shall wear, affixed to the 
left arm, a water-resistant armlet bearing the Red Cross emblem and a water-resistant 
stamp.

A person who no longer has the status on the basis of which he/she has obtained the identity 
card and the armlet bearing the Red Cross emblem is obliged to return the identity card and 
the armlet to the body that has issued the identity card or the armlet. 
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Article 14

Upon proposal of the Red Cross Society of Bosnia and Herzegovina, entity ministry in charge 
of health shall, in case of outbreak of war, issue the identity card referred to in article 10 of 
this Law to certain persons and shall keep records of it.

Article 15

Medical transport, organisations and units, medical material, installations, transportation 
means referred to in article 10 of this Law, if marked with a Red Cross emblem and a sign of 
protection in time of war, shall be marked with a prominently displayed Red Cross emblem 
on a designated place.

Article 16

The Red Cross Society of Bosnia and Herzegovinamay propose to the competent bodies 
measures of importance for appropriate use of the Red Cross emblem and prevention of its 
misuse.

Article 17

In implementation of this Law, the competent bodies have the following rights and 
obligations:

1. to order removal of the Red Cross emblem which is not used or worn in compliance with 
the conditions stipulated in this Law and regulations passed on the basis of this Law.

2. to order other measures necessary to implement this Law and regulations passed on the 
basis of this Law.

3. in case of violation of the provisions of this Law, to submit a proposal to the competent 
body to instigate legal proceedings.

Article 18

The Red Cross Society of Bosnia and Herzegovina shall inform the population of Bosnia and 
Herzegovina about the text of the Geneva Conventions.

Competent bodies within armed forces or health institutions shall inform the persons in 
armed forces in Bosnia and Herzegovina and workers in health institutions about the text of 
the Geneva Conventions.

Students of degree-granting educational institutions shall be informed about the text of the 
Geneva Conventions in the manner and according to the procedures stipulated in the 
entities' regulations.

Article 19

Ministries of Defence of entities are authorised to regulate the way of using the Red Cross
emblem to mark military medical units and institutions, buildings, installations, medical units, 
medical material and transportation means within the medical service of armed forces, and to 
designate bodies of armed forces that can limit the use or wearing of the Red Cross emblem 
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as a sign of protection in the military medical units and institutions, as well as bodies of 
armed forces to ensure compliance with these regulations.

Article 20

The Red Cross Society of Bosnia and Herzegovina regulates the way of using the Red Cross 
emblem and the Red Cross title in the course of carrying out its activities.

Article 21

Competent entity ministries pass the following regulations:

1. on the way of using the Red Cross emblem as an indicative and protective sign (Articles 7 
and 10).

2. on carrying identity card and armlet by persons designated to use the Red Cross emblem 
in war, and on keeping records of issued identity cards and armlets (Articles 12, 13 and 14).

Article 22

Health institutions, enterprises or other legal entities will be fined from 3.000 to 20.000 KM for 
the following violations: 

1. if using the Red Cross title without being entitled to do so (Article 5),

2. if using the Red Cross emblem as an indicative or protective sign or a sign of affiliation 
contrary to the provisions of Articles 7, 8 and 10 of this Law.

As for the violation referred to in paragraph 1 of this article, a responsible person in a health 
institution, enterprise or other legal entity will be fined from 1.000 to 5.000 KM.

Article 23

An individual will be fined from 300 to 3.000 KM for the following violations:

1. if wearing or using, in time of war, the Red Cross emblem as a sign of protection without 
having the status of persons referred to in article 10, paragraph 1 of this Law, 

2. if, while performing his/her duties, he/she does not carry the identity card referred to in 
article 12 of this Law, or if he/she does not wear the armlet bearing the Red Cross emblem in 
a determined manner, or if he/she no longer has the status on the basis of which he/she has 
received the identity card and armlet and fails to return them to the competent body (article 
13).

Article 24

Anyone who has wilfully committed, or has given the order to commit, acts resulting in the 
death of, or causing serious injury to the body or health of an adversary by misusing the Red 
Cross or Red Crescent emblem or a distinctive signal in war time, has committed a war crime 
and shall be punished in accordance with the provisions of the Criminal Law Act. 



Law on the Use and Protection of the Red Cross Emblem and the Title of the Red Cross 
Society of Bosnia and Herzegovina
translation: ICRC
source: Official Gazette, BiH, Year VI, N° 11, page 275-276, 30 May 2002

Misuse means appealing to the adversary, with the intention to deceive him and make him 
believe that he is entitled to receive or is obliged to confer the protection provided for by the 
rules of international humanitarian law.

Article 25

The Law on the Use and Protection of the Emblem and Title of the Red Cross of the 
Republic of Bosnia and Herzegovina ("Official Gazette of RBiH", nr. 21/92 and 13/94) shall 
no longer be valid as of the day when this Law comes into effect. 
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Article 26

This Law comes into effect on the eight day since it has been published in the "Official 
Gazette of BiH", and shall also be published in the Official Gazettes of the entities and Brcko 
District  of Bosnia and Herzegovina. 

PS BiH nr. 50/02
29 April 2002
Sarajevo
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BiH Parliament        BiH Parliament
Dr Zeljko Mirjanic      Dr Nikola Spiric


