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THE LAW OF AZERBAIJAN REPUBLIC

Concerning protection of civilian persons and 
the rights of prisoners of war

( part of the collection of military legislation acts of Azerbaijan Republic) 
military printing house 1996.

This law is adopted the following being taken as basis:

the necessity of regulating the questions concerning the protection of prisoners of war and 
civilian persons' rights in a legislative way on the basis of the predominance of human rights 
in Azerbaijan Republic and on the basis of the state responsibility for insurance of these laws;

unconditional confirmation by Azerbaijan Republic of the norms of the international 
humanitarian law, o f the necessity to determine state insurance for human treatment, for 
respect to his personality and honour, to insure the protection of the war prisoners' rights and 
protection of the civilian persons in the zones of armed conflict for some reasons;

in order to co-ordinate the efforts to insure the protection o f the victims of armed conflict, 
the effort of Azerbaijan Republic to improve the co-operation with bordering countries and 
others, the necessity o f confirmation of the expediency of improving the co-operation of state 
organs involved in the solution of these problems.

Conclusion of appropriate agreement with the adverse party of the armed conflict is 
considered in this law and also in case when the adverse party can't ensure the protection of 
the war prisoners' rights and protection of the civilian persons, Azerbaijan Republic is entitled 
to address to the International Commission determining the facts of violations of the norms of 
International law .

I chapter 
General provisions

Article 1. The provisions of this law are applied in case Azerbaijan Republic is a 
participant of intergovernmental armed conflict (war) or in case o f internal armed conflict in 
its territory, between Azerbaijan Republic and two or more parties, even if one of these 
parties don't confirm the existence of such a conflict.



Article 2. The provisions o f this law are applied since the beginning of the armed conflict, 
when the armed conflict is completely over and the occupied areas are liberated, the 
application o f the provisions o f this law is ceased.
The provisions o f this law are referred to the persons until they are fully liberated, repatriated 
and resettled after the end of the conflict and liberation of the areas.

Article 3. the civilian persons are defined as follow:
1) during intergovernmental armed conflict - the persons not included into the Armed Forces 
of the party to the conflict and the persons in the conflict zone in any circumstance and in any 
form, or at the disposal of the party to the conflict, or at the disposal of the occupying country 
whose citizens they are not;
2) during internal armed conflict - the persons not included into the Armed Forces of the 
party to the conflict, not taking part in the hostilities, and also the persons who have lost their 
abilities for some other reason or laid their arms down voluntarily, even if  they are the 
members of the Armed Forces of the party to the conflict before the beginning of the 
hostilities.

Article 4. the civilian objectives are defined as follow:
The objectives which are not very important for military operations from the point of view of 
its characteristics, position and use, and their fully or partial destruction, taking and 
neutralisation don't give any predominance according to the situation in a concrete case.
After civilian persons are removed from the civilian objectives and they are taken by the 
Armed Forces of the adverse party , those civilian objectives can be considered military 
objectives.

Article 5. the prisoners of war are defined as follow:
The persons which are included into the Armed Forces of the adverse party to the conflict and 
captured by the Armed Forces of Azerbaijan Republic, irrespective of their direct 
participation in the hostilities.
The status of prisoner of war is not referred to spies and mercenaries.

Article 6. the wounded and sick are defined as follow:
All the civilian and military persons in need of medical care and service, avoiding any hostile 
action against Azerbaijan Republic.

Article 7. The rights of civilian persons and prisoners of war determined in this law are 
inseparable. Renunciation of civilian persons and prisoners of war of this law irrespective of 
the reasons is not valid.

Article 8. If Azerbaijan Republic is party to an intergovernmental armed conflict for some 
reason or if  an internal armed conflict is created in her territory, Supreme Soviet of 
Azerbaijan Republic by the recommendation of the President Azerbaijan Republic



urgently declares the Protecting Power which will impartially insure the respect of the parties 
to the conflict to the provisions of this law and their application. If the Protecting Power has 
not been declared for some reason or if the adverse party hasn't recognised it within two 
weeks, thus Azerbaijan Republic recognises the International Committee of the Red Cross as 
its substitute.

Article 9. The Armed Forces of Azerbaijan Republic and the appropriate authorities and 
governmental bodies must by all means assist to the useful activity of the Protecting Powers 
of the parties to the conflict or their substitute - the International Committee of the Red 
Cross. After their appropriate appeal all the necessary conditions are immediately created for 
the Protecting Powers and their substitute in order to control how Azerbaijan Republic 
executes the provisions of this law.

Article 10. Azerbaijan Republic recognises the right of all the civilian persons and 
prisoners of war in the conflict zone or in the hands of the adverse party to receive 
information concerning the fortunes of their close relatives.
After the beginning of the armed conflict with the participation of Azerbaijan Republic the 
President of Azerbaijan Republic immediately establishes a State Commission ( after this - 
State Commission) for the work of civilian persons, prisoners of war and missing people in 
the zone of armed conflict in order to co-ordinate the information concerning each civilian 
person and prisoner of war in the hands of the adverse party, and also to solve all the 
problems concerning them.

Article 11 . State Commission:
1) collects and analyses the information concerning each of the persons mentioned in the 
Article 10, including their remove, release, repatriation, running away, hospitalisation, death, 
health condition of serious wounded and sick and gives messages to their families regarding 
their fortunes;
2) registers any person in the hand of the adverse party irrespective of their status, makes 
notes of the information helpful for the establishment of their identity, respecting the norms 
of International law;
3) gives answers to the requests concerning civilian persons, prisoners of war and missing 
people in the zone of armed conflict, including the dead in captivity;
4) gives requests to the adverse party directly or by appealing through the Protecting Powers 
or their substitute - the International Committee of the Red Cross in order to get necessary 
information.
The requests and information of the State Commission should be confirmed by the signature 
of the competent official person and by the duty stamp.

Article 12. During the armed conflict in the zones of hostilities, the Armed Forces of 
Azerbaijan Republic, as well as the authorities and governmental bodies insure the 
registration, transportation of all the civilian persons and prisoners of war belonging to the 
adverse party in the conflict and put them at the disposal of State Commission.



Article 13. After the beginning of the armed conflict, the President of Azerbaijan Republic 
creates points of exchange of information concerning the detainees disarmed, dead bodies and 
the persons, who immediately have to be repatriated to their country.
The following working rules of the points o f exchange are determined:
1) to bring to a definite place the persons detained from the adverse party including the 
wounded and the dead due to the military operations; to collect the information 
concerning them, efficiently, to put them (except the dead bodies) at the disposal of State 
Commission;
2) when the dead bodies of the persons belonging to the adverse party were recognised and 
their identities established (according to the documents), or if this is not possible, during 24 
hours after the dead body is described (according to his personal things, to his specific 
peculiarities) as deeply as possible, it is given to the adverse party.
3) if the exchange of the dead bodies is not possible, each party buries them after they take all 
the measures for their recognition in the above-mentioned line. The places o f burial of these 
persons are respected and are signed with the purpose to find them any time;
4) the areas where the points of exchange are situated are declared safety zones, and only the 
representatives o f the parties to the conflict, the Protecting Powers and the International 
Committee of the Red Cross are allowed to go there.

II chapter 
Protection of the civilian persons

Article 14. During the armed conflict the Armed Forces of Azerbaijan Republic and 
appropriate authorities and governmental bodies, even if  one of the parties don't confirm the 
existence of such a conflict, insure the protection of civilian persons. The civilian persons 
belonging to the adverse party, who are in the hands of Azerbaijan Republic are respected and 
treated humanely without any adverse distinction founded on race, sex, language, religion, 
national and social origin or any other similar criteria

Article 15. In case Azerbaijan Republic is party to a conflict whatever the reason, then it 
does not allow to use weapons against civilian persons, to shoot , to bomb and to invade 
civilian objectives, also insures to take urgent measures to remove all the civilian persons 
from the besieged zone, in this case special attention is given to the wounded, sick, invalids, 
old people, children and women and they are taken great care of.
Pregnant women and women with young children have to be insured kind treatment and care.

Article 16. The Armed Forces of Azerbaijan Republic, the appropriate authorities and 
governmental bodies, as an answer to the same actions o f the adverse party to the conflict or 
to put an end to these all, don't give opportunity to carry out any action which is considered to 
be measure o f pressure, concerning civilian persons, medical organisations and their 
personnel, civilian objectives, civilian property, historical monuments, art works, places o f 
worship, natural environment, and dangerous installations.
During the military operations in the condition of final necessity the measures taken 
compulsorily by the Armed Forces of Azerbaijan Republic can't be considered as such 
measures of pressure.



Article 17. The following actions are prohibited to be carried out against civilian persons:
1)  violence to life, healthy, physical and psychological condition (murder, all kinds of torture, 
rape, corporal punishment, injury);

2) outrages upon personal dignity, in particular humiliating and degrading treatment, firstly 
bad attitude towards women, to force them to prostitution or other attempts upon their 
honour and dignity;
3) to take hostages;
4) to take cattle from the occupied territory to the area of the occupying party and evacuate 
the population;
5) to use civilian persons of the adverse party in the hostilities or to keep them in the region 
which is much more affected by the dangers at the result of the armed conflict;
6) to evacuate its population to the occupied territory;
7) to destroy or annihilate movable or immovable property which are not necessary for 
military operations;
8) to force the persons under 18 to go to work;
9) the passing of sentences and carrying out of executions without previous judgement 
pronounced by a regularly constituted court affording all the judicial guarantees confirmed by 
the International law.

Ill chapter 
Protection of the rights of the prisoners of war

Article 18. During the armed conflict the persons detained by a separate person, group of 
persons, some organisation or military unit from Azerbaijan Republic as a party to the 
conflict, feel respect to their dignity and honour irrespective of their status, nationality, 
religion, language, political conviction, their belonging to a definite social group and other 
similar criteria, and also utilise the rights considered in this law.

Article 19. The Armed Forces of Azerbaijan Republic, the appropriate authorities and 
governmental bodies don't allow to keep prisoners of war in the territory of Azerbaijan 
Republic in the zones of hostilities, at the places of different citizens or in the military units. 
In accordance with the standards of International law, prisoners of war are kept in the camps 
especially separated for these purposes.

Article 20. The Armed Forces of Azerbaijan Republic, the appropriate authorities and 
governmental organs insure the registration of all the prisoners of war of the adverse party by 
showing their names, surnames, military ranks, date of birth and place of permanent residence

Article 21. The following are prohibited against the prisoners of war:
1) attempt upon the life and healthy and corporal immunity, including murder of all kinds, 
rape, corporal punishment, medical and scientific experiments, cruel treatment and tortures;
2) attempt upon personal dignity, including humiliating and degrading treatment;
3) to use them as a shield in the hostilities;



4) the passing of sentences and carrying out of executions without previous judgement 
pronounced by a regularly constituted court affording all the judicial guarantees confirmed by 
the International law.

Article 22. Prisoners or war are entitled the following in all cases:
1) human treatment, respect to the personality and honour (the women, the young girls are 
respected especially and protected against bad attempts);
2) to keep civilian ability they had until they were captured;
3) in accordance with the laws of his country, to continue using the rights of the citizen with 
the restrictions the detention condition demands;
4) to be kept in the buildings situated in the land insuring the protection of security, hygienic 
and health
5) to have an opportunity to receive necessary medical care, food, clothes and also to write 
messages to their relatives (directly through adverse party and points o f exchange, or through 
the Protecting Powers or their substitute - International Committee of the Red Cross), to 
respect the habits, national customs and religious ceremonies and also to receive material 
assistance from aside;
6) to elect by secret ballot independently every six months the advocates who have to 
represent them in front of the authorities (with the exception of the officers who are prisoners 
of war; their representative is the officer-prisoner of war with the higher military rank).

Article 23. Prisoners of war are instituted discipline proceedings against the violation of 
the law only by the chief of the camp or by the officer appointed by him, but the prisoners of 
war which are criminals can be sentenced only by a military tribunal established in the 
required form according to the law of Azerbaijan Republic.

IV chapter 
Protection of the wounded and sick

Article 24. The Armed Forces of Azerbaijan Republic and appropriate authorities and 
governmental bodies insure any time, especially after the fighting, to find the wounded and 
sick and to bring them to a definite place, also to take all the possible measures in order to 
protect them from the pillage and mistreatment.

Article 25. The provisions of this law are referred to the wounded and sick depending on 
their status o f civilian person or prisoner of war.
The appropriate authorities and governmental bodies of Azerbaijan Republic insure medical 
assistance and care, needed for the wounded and sick irrespective of their status, in all the 
cases and in the course of a maximum short period.

Article 26. The appropriate authorities and governmental bodies of Azerbaijan Republic 
directly return back to their country the following:
1) the incurable wounded and sick whose mental and physical ability is impossible to renew;



2) the wounded who got corporal injury, excluding later participation in the military 
operations.

Article 27. The Armed forces and appropriate authorities and governmental bodies of 
Azerbaijan Republic detain the wounded and sick, belonging to the adverse party to the 
conflict, in specially isolated places after they are fully cured.

V Chapter 
Missing and dead persons

Article 28. The appropriate authorities and governmental bodies of Azerbaijan Republic 
begin tracing of the persons considered to be missing for the adverse party to the conflict as 
the first opportunity appears or at the latest as soon as active military operations are over, in 
order to further tracing of such persons the information concerning them is given to 
the adverse party directly through the Protecting Powers or their substitute - International 
Committee of the Red Cross.

Article 29. The appropriate authorities and governmental bodies of Azerbaijan Republic 
insure the necessary measures to be taken that:
1) An information should be collected and registered concerning the person in search in all 
the cases irrespective of if he is detained or not, if he is in prison or not, if he is dead or not;
2) Right information concerning the missing and the requests about them should be given to 
the adverse party directly or through the protecting states or their substitute - the International 
Committee of the Red Cross.
3) The dead bodies of the persons, who are not the citizens of the state and died from wounds 
or in prison, whose death is connected with the military operations and occupation, should be 
buried with the necessary respect, but all the information regarding the burial and graves 
should be registered by the funeral parlour.
4) The list of the graves, all the information concerning the prisoners of war buried in the 
cemeteries and other places should be given to the party the prisoners of war belong to.
5) The places, where the dead bodies of the above-mentioned persons were buried, should be 
signed and kept in the form considered with the norms of International law with the aim to 
return back their dead bodies and personal property, with the request of the parties and close 
relatives of the persons who are dead.

VI Chapter 
Final provisions

Article 30. The appropriate authorities and governmental bodies of Azerbaijan Republic 
insure all the citizens always to learn the provisions of this law on civil defence and 
preparation of the military servicemen of all categories within the framework of training 
programmes.



If Azerbaijan Republic is one of the parties to the conflict, then necessary instruction is given 
to civilian population in such a conflict area and to the personnel staff of the Armed Forces o f 
Azerbaijan Republic involved in the solution of this conflict.

Article 31. For the violation of the provisions of this law, accused persons have 
discipline, administrative or criminal amenability in accordance with the legislation of 
Azerbaijan Republic.

Article 32. If different persons violate the ban on taking hostages in the area controlled 
by Azerbaijan Republic in the period of armed conflict, the appropriate authorities and 
governmental bodies o f Azerbaijan Republic insure their liberation and repatriation to their 
native country urgently.

Article 33. The appropriate authorities and governmental bodies of Azerbaijan Republic 
should avert any action violating the provisions of this law irrespective of whom this action 
has been done by.
Azerbaijan Republic is responsible for non-activity in such a case.

Article 34. If the rules considered in this law are contradictory to the rules determined in 
the international treaty in which Azerbaijan Republic participates then the rules of 
international treaty are applied.

In cases when they are not considered in this law, Azerbaijan Republic protects the rights of 
civilian persons and prisoners of war respecting the principles of International law, civilised 
customs established among the nations, laws of humanity and order of conscience.

The President of 
Azerbaijan Republic 

Heydar Aliyev

The Parliament of 
Azerbaijan Republic

Baku, 30 June 1995 Law N° 1073


