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Preface1 
Late 2014, I received an enquiry from a Dutchman 
concerning an incident during the evacuation of 
approximately 7100 women from the concentration 
camp Ravensbrück. Henny Blok was trying to find 
out what happened to his his aunt Neeltje Blok 
during the war. She had died in a fatal accident on 
her way from Ravensbrück to Sweden April 1945. 
Allied fighter planes had attacked the Red Cross 
vehicles in Northern Germany. He contacted me 
because in March 2014, I had published an article 
in a magazine of the Dutch Vriendenkring 
Neuengamme, an association founded by former 
political prisoners of that concentration camp. My 
article described Dutch women in concentration 
camps at Horneburg and Reichenbach. Neeltje 
Blok had been in Horneburg before she returned to 
Ravensbrück. I optimistically started my 
investigation, it shouldn’t be too difficult to find 
out the details - after all, I live in northern 
Germany, I have good contacts with the 
Ravensbrück memorial site, my wife is Swedish 
and we lived eight years in Denmark, so I speak 
                                                            
1 This report is a translation of 1945 NAAR ZWEDEN. A few very Dutch issues are left 
out  

the languages. However, I didn't find out what 
exactly happened to Neeltje Blok. It is not known 
during which incident she died, and we can only 
assume that she was buried in Lübeck. I did 
however find out where a number of the other 
women had died and where they were buried. The 
investigation revealed a lot of information about 
the evacuation of Ravensbrück and in its wake, 
about an additional transport of approximately 
2900 women from Hamburg to Sweden and about 
the tragedy in the bay of Lübeck. The account of 
the evacuation from Ravensbrück to Sweden is not 
just of what became known as the story "The White 
Buses". This report describes the tragic air attacks 
on the Red Cross vehicles that carried the women 
from Ravensbrück on their way to Sweden and it 
revaluates the role of the different parties involved 
with the rescue operation. The positive outcome of 
the rescue operation was very much the result of 
the right people being in the right place at the 
right time with the right means of transport. It is 
less the result of preceding negotiations between 
Folke Bernadotte and Heinrich Himmler. The 
Nazis never stuck to their promises and hadn’t 
made noticeable concessions until there was no 
way out. In the case of Ravensbrück, this was when 
the Soviet Forces reached Berlin.   
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Which prisoners should be rescued?  
The regulations of the Red Cross do not allow 
favouring certain categories of prisoners2. In case of 
strict compliance with these rules, no one would have 
been rescued from the concentration camps. The 
rescue operations were carried out in the name of the 
Red Cross, but with the cooperation of various 
organisations. The Scandinavians rescued their own 
Norwegian and Danish prisoners. In addition, a large 
number of German-Swedish refugees from Germany 
and many non-Scandinavian women from 
Ravensbrück3 were evacuated to Sweden.  
The ICRC (International Committee of the Red Cross 
in Geneva) itself, aimed to rescue the sick, the 
children and the elderly4. In this, the ICRC stuck to its 
humanitarian principles. However, due to various 
circumstances5 the ICRC rescued fewer prisoners 
from the concentration camps in Northern Germany 

                                                            
2 Int. Conference 1938, Resolution XIV b) a humanitarian treatment of all political 
prisoners, their exchange and if possible, their release.   
3 Concentration  camp north of Berlin, primarely for women 
4 ACIRC G 44/R-219.03 rapatriement malades femmes enfants vieillards camps 
internes nord Allemagne 
5 See chapter The International Red Cross 

than the Swedes (together with the Danes). The 
ICRC's priorities were not entirely free from the 
influence of third parties, such as the government and 
institutions of France and Belgium6.  
Eventually, the choice and number of prisoners to be 
rescued was largely determined by what the German 
command and the transport capacity of the rescuers 
allowed and by the limited time remaining before the 
camps were evacuated. 
Bernadotte7 and the ICRC independently negotiated 
with senior German officers to release prisoners. A 
series of negotiations in which the Germans made 
promises which were subsequently not complied with. 
Until Bernadotte's meeting with Himmler on 21 April 
1945 in Hohenlychen8, little had been achieved - apart 
from the release of the Scandinavians. On 21 April, 
however, the game was over for Himmler, the Red 
Army was in reach of Berlin and on the same morning 
began the evacuation of Sachsenhausen, the 
concentration camp 60 km south of Ravensbrück. On 
21 April, Himmler waived the restrictions for 
Ravensbrück. Take what you can transport. No 
                                                            
6 S.Farreé, The ICRC and the detainees in Nazi concentration camps   
7 Folke Bernadotte, Vicepresident Swedish Red Cross and leader of the rescue 
operation White Busses. 
8 See chapter The Rescue 
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priorities regarding nationality and the category of 
prisoners to be released. As soon as the Führer heard 
about this, it still had consequences for Himmler, but 
no longer for the women to be rescued. However, the 
issue of prioritization was not yet off the table. The 
limited transport possibilities made it necessary that 
the "executives" had to set priorities. We cannot track 
down who was responsible, but from that day on the 
priority was largely maintained as: 'France - Belgium 
- Netherlands - Luxembourg - Poland'. This is also 
evident from the nationality of the women who 
arrived in Malmö9. There are hardly records of Italian, 
Greek, Russian, Hungarian, Romanian, Yugoslavian, 
Czech and Slovakian nationality.   
In the evacuation to Sweden from Hamburg10, the 
above-mentioned priority was less strict. Among them 
were many Jewish women from Hungary and 
Czechoslovakia. Russian women seem to have stayed 
in Hamburg. The male prisoners from Neuengamme 
who came from Lübeck with the ship Magdalena to 
Sweden, seem to have been chosen by the priority 
"France-Benelux"11. 
                                                            
9 Malmö Stadsarkiv F7:10 
10 See chapter The transport from Hamburg to Sweden 
11 See chapter With the ships Lillie Mathiessen and Magdalena 
  

 

Jewish prisoners 
Various Jewish organizations and private persons 
tried to save their own people through different 
channels: through neutral governments, the Allies, the 
ICRC and with the aid of Bernadotte.  
An almost impossible undertaking because of the 
frame of mind of Hitler and his faithful. Urged by 
Jewish organizations, Swiss former federal president 
Jean-Mary Musy used his relation with SS man 
Walter Schellenberg to save Jews: by buying them 
out. With this, Musy had found an opening for 
negotiations, which the Scandinavians and the ICRC 
subsequently also made use of. Norbert Masur, the 
Swedish representative of the World Jewish Congress, 
was closely involved in Bernadotte's negotiations with 
Himmler12. Although, Masur acted as a private person 
and not on behalf of the World Jewish Congress. With 
the help of Felix Kersten he was promised that 1000 
Jewesses could leave Ravensbrück with the White 
Buses13. Felix Kersten helped Jews on several 
occasions. However, the result of Kersten's (and 
                                                            
12 "Vi åker till Sverige", Sune Persson, 2002 
13 "Vi åker till Sverige" 
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Masur's) efforts to rescue Jewish women from 
Ravensbrück is not significant. No Jewish women left 
Ravensbrück before 21 April 1945 and their release is 
rather the result of the meeting between Bernadotte 
and Himmler in Hohenlychen. The Germans General 
Schellenberg and Obersturmbannführer Franz Göring 
and the Swiss Musy jr. clearly committed themselves 
to the rescue of Jews. 14 Together with Kersten they at 
least prevented Himmler from causing further evil. 
Only three days earlier, on 18 April Himmler seems to 
have given the order for the camp Flossenburg, that 
no prisoner should fall alive into the hand of the 
enemy15. Especially in the Netherlands, where Kersten 
was even nominated for the Nobel Peace Prize, 
accepting the truth about Kersten was kind of painful. 
In the meantime, almost everything that he himself 
(and his secretary) contributed to his fame has been 
questioned. Also the so called "Contract for 
Humanity".  
In order to mislead Hitler's faithful, the Jewish women 
from Ravensbrück and Malchow were not "declared" 
as Jewish but as Polish women. Also Jewish women 

                                                            
14 Eidesstattliche Versicherung, Schellenberg-Dokument Nr 40  
15 Geertsema, De Ramp in de Lübecker bocht 

with, for example, French, Belgian or Dutch 
nationality travelled to Sweden.  
As for the Danish and Norwegian Jews: the Germans 
were surprised that the Scandinavians wanted their 
Jews back16. The Danish Jews from Theresienstadt 
were taken to Sweden by White Buses. Of the 
approximately 1000 deported Norwegian Jews, about 
100 were still alive but they could not be found. They 
first appeared after the war. 
It is difficult to estimate how many Jewish women 
were eventually rescued from Ravensbrück. For the 
evacuation of the prisoners from the Malchow sub-
camp to Sweden - an evacuation that could only just 
be realized at the last minute - mainly Jewish women 
seem to have been considered. During the evacuation 
of the Dutch women from Ravensbrück, a group of 
Jewish women just arrived in Ravensbrück and were 
immediately taken to Sweden17.  

The rescue  
The large evacuation from Ravensbrück to Sweden 
was initiated on Saturday 21 April 1945. Folke 
Bernadotte and Heinrich Himmler met in 
                                                            
16 Med Guds ord in fiendeland 
17 „Elke stap een stap verder van de hel“ J.V. NIOD 250k-589. 
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Hohenlychen north of Berlin and during breakfast 
Himmler announced that all women still staying in 
Ravensbrück could leave for Sweden18. Subsequently, 
General Schellenberg19 sent the SS man Franz 
Göring20 to Ravensbrück to implement the decision of 
21 April. Göring, accompanied by Musy Jr21 arrived 
in Ravensbrück on 22 April at noon, almost at the 
same time as the Swedish Doctor Hans Arnoldsson22 
and Captain Ankarcrona. They had come with a 
convoy of 15 Danish ambulances to pick up about 120 
sick French women. This transport as well as two 
earlier transports had already been agreed before the 
decision of 21 April in Hohenlychen. At the beginning 
of April 1945 300 French women were taken away by 
the ICRC and 100 Scandinavian women with the 
White Buses23. Also on 21 April German, Czech and 
Austrian women, together about 60, had for unknown 
reasons been driven out of Ravensbrück24. 

                                                            
18 Eidesstattliche Versicherung Schellenberg IMT, Fall XI, Dok. Nr. 40 - Franz Göring 
and „Slutet“ by Bernadotte 
19 SS-Brigadeführer Walter Schellenberg, Göring calls him general.  
20 No relation of Hermann Göring 
21 From the ICRC in Geneve 
22 „Natt och Dimma“ by Hans Arnoldsson 
23 See also chapter De Transporten uit Ravensbrück further in this report 
24 „Der lange Weg zurück ins Leben“  

Immediately after the instructions from Schellenberg, 
Göring contacted the Swedes to prevent the Swedish 
White Buses from returning to Sweden. On 21 April, 
two Swedish convoys were still within reach. A 
convoy had brought Danish Jews from Theresienstadt 
to Copenhagen and the evacuation of the 
Scandinavian prisoners gathered in Neuengamme to 
Denmark had just been completed. Apparently, the 
Swedish transport leaders had already heard the news 
directly from Bernadotte, since the first convoy of 
white buses from Svenson left Padborg25 already on 
the 22nd of April at 6.00 a.m. on the way to 
Ravensbrück. The convoy transporting the French 
women by Arnoldsson still started from Friedrichsruh. 
At about the same time, the headquarters of the 
"Operation Bernadotte" moved from Friedrichsruh 
near Hamburg to Lübeck26. In Lübeck was a Swedish 
church and a branch of the International Red Cross 
(ICRC) and Lübeck was the port for the supply ships 
of the Red Cross.  
When Arnoldsson and Ankarcrona arrived in 
Ravensbrück, camp commander Suhren informed 
                                                            
25 See also The 1st Transport of lieutenant Svenson and captain Folke further in this 
report. 
26 The head quarter in Friederichsruh was mainly for the evacuation of the 
Scandinavians in Neuengamme. 
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them that they could take all French, Dutch, Belgian 
and Polish women with them. Because of the 
enormous number of women on the one hand and the 
limited transport capacity on the other hand, it was 
decided that the healthy women would march to 
Malchow by foot. In Malchow, about 65 km west of 
Ravensbrück, there was a satellite camp of 
Ravensbrück. This meant that the distance to Lübeck 
was shortened by 65 km and the distance to the 
advancing Russian troops was increased by 65 km. 
After Arnoldsson had brought the sick women to 
Lübeck and he, Ankarcrona and Göring on 24 April 
were on their way back to Ravensbrück, they decided 
to take a look at Malchow. It turned out that the plan 
to rescue the healthy women had not been realised. 
Upon arrival in Ravensbrück it became clear that the 
"adversaries" had unsettled Suhren. Shortly after 
Suhren must have turned around again. Anyway, on 
April 24th the evacuation was in full swing. In the 
early morning of 23 April, about 650 French and 150 
Polish women had already left in 20 White buses and 
late in the evening of 24 April the convoys of 
Hallquist and Pontoppidan Sørensen left 

Ravensbrück. Hallquist with about 706 women in 15 
ICRC trucks plus his own truck27, and Pontoppidan 
Sørensen with 74 women in 6 Danish ambulances28. 
Trucks and ambulances were fully packed. Erik 
Pontoppidan Sørensen, a Danish engineer, carried 
both lying and seated patients in his ambulances that 
normally accommodated 6 lying passengers. In 
Hallquist's trucks with about 50 women per vehicle, 
there was not enough room to have everyone seated so 
they were sitting and standing shift wise. The number 
and nationality of the passengers is not very clear29. 
On the basis of the so far known registration in 
Sweden, we estimate the number of Dutch women at 
225, Belgian at 250 and Luxembourgian at 75. The 
remaining must have been about 230 mainly Polish 
women. The convoy of Hallquist had arrived 
Ravensbrück on 24 April 1945 at 19:00 and the 
boarding of the passengers started immediately30. This 
was the fourth Red Cross transport from Ravensbrück 
and there was still a lot of mistrust among the women: 
they constantly asked the Red Cross men where they 
were going and where the Scandinavian and French 
                                                            
27 „Löjtnant Hallquists dagbok“ 
28 Erindringen-Til Ravensbrück efter syge kvinder  E. Pontoppidan Sørensen 33-11.806 
29 See also The transports from Ravensbrück 
30 Krigsdagbok, Bertil Collin 
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women were gone. After all, a car transport from 
Ravensbrück had until then been a ride to death. The 
day before, the women had first been sent to the men's 
camp and from there they had walked in a long queue 
along the crematorium and lined up for transport. In 
the meantime, some women had managed to get their 
comrades out of the Revier31. Jenneke Romkes 
describes how they used a wheelbarrow to shuttle 
back and forth between the Revier and the waiting 
outside in front of the gate32. The first was Jetty de 
Boer. According to Jenneke Romkes, on arrival in 
Sweden she measured one meter ninety and weighed 
45 pounds33.  

The arrival of the first Danish ambulance finally 
broke the greatest tension and loud cheering broke 
out34. Hallquist's trucks left that same evening, 
slightly earlier than the Danish convoy of ambulances 
which left at 22:0035. These ambulances had to leave 
about 90 women behind in front of the gate of 
Ravensbrück, among them Jenneke Romkes and 
                                                            
31 Sick bay 
32 Cel 383, zing nog eens 
33 According NIOD 250k- 545 Henriette de Boer died august 1945 in Sweden. However 
her name is not registered by Stichting Oorlogsgraven. 
34"Wat men nooit meer vergeten kan" by Jeanne Bommezijn-de Rochmont, NIOD 
244-476  
35 Erindringen-Til Ravensbrück efter syge kvinder, E.Pontoppidan Sörensen 33-11.806 

Trudy Storm who, because of their care for the sick 
comrades, had been unable to get a place in the cars. 
However, that night they all found shelter in a barrack 
outside the camp, received a Red Cross package, were 
under the care of some Swedes36 and drove the next 
day, April 25th, with the White buses from Svenson to 
freedom37. The 90 were fortunate: they escaped the 
accidents of the convoy of Hallquist and arrived 
Padborg same time.  

Also the women who had been picked up by Hallquist 
the night before were all given a Red Cross package. 
It is not known where they spent the night, evidently 
not far from Ravensbrück. The next morning, April 
25th, they left at 5:00 am38. Hallquist chose the 
southern route via Schwerin39, but a few cars from his 
convoy took a northern route. The roads were clogged 
with refugees from the east and German army 
vehicles40. By splitting the convoy they hoped to 

                                                            
36 Who is not known. Arnoldsson was in his own car on the way to Lübeck.  
Ankarcrona was still in Ravensbrück.  
37 See The 2nd Transport of liuetenant Svenson 
38 Löjtnant Hallquists Dagbok, Gösta Hallquist-Anita Nilsson 
39 Town in Mecklenburg, south of Lübeck 
40 Natt och Dimma by Arnoldsson and Vita Bussarna - Svenska Röda Korsets 
räddningsaktion till Tyskland under Andra världskriget by Agneta Greayer, Sonja 
Sjöstrand 
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make better progress. That northern route ran via 
Wismar41. 
The Dutch women left Ravensbrück on the evening of 
the 24th of April 1945 in the convoy of the Swedish 
lieutenant Hallquist. Driving at night was too 
dangerous and they stopped in a forest not far from 
Ravensbrück. Their first night outside the hell of 
Ravensbrück.  

 
The Swedish doctor Hans Arnoldsson, who had also 
left Ravensbrück in the meantime, met the women in 
the forest. In his book "Natt och Dimma" (night and 
fog) he writes: "at that time they were still cheerful. 
They went around arm in arm and visibly enjoyed 
their newly acquired freedom. Some stood in groups 
and sang patriotic songs, there was talk and kidding in 
                                                            
41 Town on the Baltic coast, east of Lübeck 

three or four languages. In the moonlight between 
high beeches it was an unusually moving, heart-
warming sight". The next morning the forest 
anemones flowered. A few hours later, at noon time 
the 25th of April, the first accident happened. Two 
more attacks with serious consequences were to 
follow. For a detailed description of the attacks and 
the consequences, see the chapter The air attacks.      

The leather coat men42  
The Germans had issued strict rules for the rescue 
operation with the White Buses and the participants 
had to sign a secrecy statement. The rescue operation 
was controlled by about 60 Gestapo men commanded 
by Obersturmbannführer Rennau43. With each bus 
followed a Gestapo officer. Among others, these 
officers had to make sure that no 'foreign' language 
was spoken. These Gestapo men accompanied the 
women as far as the jetty for the ferry to Malmö in 
Copenhagen. At breaks, the women were only 
permitted to leave the vehicles at open terrain, 
eanabling the guards to keep an eye on the women. 

                                                            
42 From “Lærfrakkmand”, an expression for a Gestapo officer created by a Norwegian 
survivor 
43 Med Guds ort i fiendeland 
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However, at the end of April 1945, the discipline of 
the Gestapo declined. When Pontoppidan Sørensen 
with his ambulances arrived in Ravensbrück, his 
German guard asked for a Red Cross package, and 
disappeared, off to his family in Berlin. Later, 
Pontoppidan Sørensen found his pistol and Gestapo 
identification in the glove compartment of his car.  

The situation in Northern Germany at the end of 
the war  
The rescuers report in detail about the chaotic 
situation and general distress in northern Germany at 
the time of the evacuation of Ravensbrück. Hundreds 
of people died during death marches, on the battlefield 
and on their retreat from the East to escape the Sowjet 
forces. One day after the arrival in Sweden of the last 
women rescued from Ravensbrück, thousands of 
prisoners from the Neuengamme concentration camp 
died in the bay of Lübeck44. In her book "J'ai eu vingt 
ans à Ravensbrück: La victoire en pleurant" Béatrix 
Toulouse-Lautrec describes a scene after arrival at the 
quarantine station in Padborg45: When they are all 

                                                            
44 See De ramp in de Lübecker Bucht 
45 Quarantine station, at the Danish border. Padborg was the stop on the journey 
from Ravensbrück to Sweden. From there they continued, largely by train, to Malmö. 

sitting at the table, they are called to assemble 
outside. There, the camp leader announces that a 
transport was attacked and 13 people were killed. A 
minute's silence is held and the national anthems are 
played. "What a fuss for 13 dead" the woman next to 
her whispers. Béatrix Toulouse-Lautrec concludes: I 
also thought it was pathetic and I thought of the 
corpses in the toilet room... 46  

The condition of the women 
The story of the liberation by the "White Buses" 
contains numerous highlights, such as the first 
evening outside the camp after leaving Ravensbrück. 
However, the terrible treatment and hardship in the 
concentration camp had left their marks. Disbelief had 
led to a few women hiding and being rescued only in 
the last minute. Some of the photographs and films 
taken on arrival in Malmö show distrust and apathy. A 
schocking example of numbness describes the Danish 
Tove Petersen47. Tove Petersen was a nurse in the 
ambulance convoy of Pontoppidan Sørensen which 
was just behind the ICRC trucks during the shelling at 

                                                            
46 In Ravensbrück the corpses were piled up in front of the laundry rooms. 
47 Article from newspaper by Tove Petersen, Archief Frihedsmuseet  33-16    
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Wismar48. The shelling of the ICRC vehicles 
apparently took place when these cars had stopped for 
a lunch break. Some years later Tove Petersen writes:  
"In the memory of what happened before our eyes, a 
feeling of horror still follows me. Those poor women 
who came with the Red Cross cars were so numb that 
they didn't react to the most horrible things anymore. 
We found a dying woman. She was lying....49 - The 
women had been eating sandwiches when the attack 
took place and their sandwiches were sprinkled with 
the victim's brain mass. Without taking the slightest 
notice of what happened, they blew the brain mass 
away and greedily continued eating. - It turned before 
our eyes." 
Fortunately, numbness wasn't commonplace. In 
Ravensbrück it was all about not giving in to 
dehumanisation. The rescuers here also noticed 
national differences, the French women seem to have 
made a positive impression. The Danish doctor Per 
Lous told us about the French women who left 
Ravensbrück with the first ambulance transport on 22 
April 1945: "The women who could walk picked 
flowers at every stop, there was a cup of flowers in 
                                                            
48 See chapter The attack at Wismar 
49 Here speaks a nurse, this is too much for us 

every ambulance and when we reached the border 
every driver had at least one bouquet of violets. 
The behaviour of women from camps in 
Neuengamme - when they arrived in Padborg by train 
from Hamburg - had made the Danes flabbergasted. 
Their behaviour was all the more surprising because 
the women who had come from Ravensbrück earlier 
had looked worse. However, the women from 
Hamburg had shortly before gone through hell and 
were totally starving50.  
Some women from Ravensbrück write about the 
shock they experienced when they first met the ragged 
mail prisoners. Lise Børsum: "Women we were used 
to seeing like this, men we were not, which affected 
us in a different way". The Dutch women were 
confronted with the condition of the men when they 
stayed in the men's camp for one night before the 
evacuation. Jeanne Bommezijn de Rochmont writes 
about this: "When we enter [the men's camp] we see a 
long line of men, or rather, what once were men, for 
now they are living skeletons. They greet us with their 
eyes. For a moment there seems to be something of 

                                                            
50 Until the evacuation, the conditions for the women in the Neuengamme camps 
were almost bearable compared to the situation in Ravensbrück.  
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joy, joy at the sight of fellow sufferers, their sisters in 
suffering and oppression.  
The horrors of the concentration camp and the loss of 
family and friends haunted many women for life51.  
 

Arrival in Denmark  
The special arrangement of the German occupation of 
Denmark and the attitude of the Danes made the 
women feeling free already when they arrived in 
Denmark. Numerous helpers stood at the border. One 
week before the arrival of the women, an armada of 
Danish vehicles had collected the Scandinavians 
gathered by the Swedes in Neuengamme. There was a 
quarantine station in Padborg and in Kruså. The 
facilities consisted of the quarantine barracks, 
supplemented with train coaches at the Padborg 
station.  
After the humiliations in the concentration camp, the 
women enjoyed the wellness of being treated like 
human beings. A first taste of this had been given by 
the Swedish drivers when they kept the doors of the 
buses open for the women boarding the busses. The 

                                                            
51 See chapter Zhose who stayed in Sweden  

women from Hamburg were moved to tears when, 
upon arrival of their train in Padborg, the Danes came 
with steps to facilitate to get off the freight wagons52.  

The heaven of Skatås 
After the arrival, registration, removal and receipt of 
new clothing in Malmö, the Dutch women were 
largely lodged in Skatås53. Some sick or very weak 
women were admitted to hospitals and sanatoriums. 
About the number of women in Skatås, there are 
several data with more or less the same numbers in 
circulation. According to the register of Skatås, on 3 
May 1945, 186 and 10 on May, 76 women arrived, i.e. 
262 in total. A list54 in the archive of NIOD55 with the 
inscription "Payment of pocket money May 1945" 
contains 281 names of Dutch women in Skatås and 
Gothenburg, a list of Swedish origin indicates 196 
women who travelled from the Nya Museet in Malmö 
to Skatås on 3 May, and a list by the Dutch consulate 
in Malmö contains 202 names. The above 76 women 
must be identical with 77 names on a list of women 
transferred from the Linnéskolan in Malmö to Skatås. 
                                                            
52 Hilde Isaak „An Philips: Wir leben!“  
53 Parts are taken from Skatås-utgrävningen av en minneslucka (Excavation of a 
memory slot) by Maria Persson. 
54 Collection van Boetzelaer-de Beaufort NIOD 250G Deel 32. 
55 Institute in Amsterdam documenting the 2nd World War 
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These 77 and 4 other names of women in Skatås were 
from women who came from Hamburg. This means 
that most of the Dutch women from Ravensbrück and 
a small part of the Dutch women from Hamburg were 
taken to Skatås.   

 
Drawing by To Stolz. On the wall in the Red Cross office in Gothenburg. The 
photo was taken by an employee.  

Several women from Hamburg appear to have been in 
Robertshöjd in Gothenburg, including children, such 
as Berend Hendriks, who died later in Stockholm. 
Skatås was a camp south of Gothenburg with 23 
wooden houses of which 18 were furnished as living 
barracks, each with room for 16 people. The camp 

was built for soldiers of Gothenburg's anti-aircraft 
forces. 

Two days before the arrival of the women, 19 Dutch 
men and one woman had arrived. Most of them were 
form the merchant navy. Some had jumped off ships 
under German command. The 20 had put pictures and 
stuff "from home" on cupboard doors.  

NIOD has a number of letters from the inhabitants of 
Skatås with enthusiastic messages about their stay. A 
detailed description of the women's stay in Skatås is 
included in the chapter "In Zweden" in NA HET 
KAMP by Jolande Withuis. On arrival, the women 
were placed in quarantine. There have been further 
cases of typhus. One woman was placed in Psychiatric 
care after she had taken a pistol from a guard post. 
The women returned to the Netherlands around 
August 1945. Upon returning home, one of the 
women found that her husband had remarried. It 
turned out that he himself had arranged for his first 
wife’s arrest. All this time she had wondered why she 
was in prison, because she had had nothing to do with 
the resistance.  
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The dilemma 
Criticism of the White Buses Rescue operation came 
forward in recent years. The translation of the subtitle 
of "Blind Fläck" by the Swedish author Ingrid 
Lomfors reads approximately "Memory and 
forgetfulness concerning the rescue by the Swedish 
Red Cross in Nazi Germany 1945". It notes that 
Sweden remembers the action with much homage and 
little criticism. In the document collection of this 
research, pride prevails but there is also self-reproach. 
In Lomfors’s book much attention is paid to the 
removal of prisoners from Neuengamme to make way 
for the Scandinavians. The Swedes were forced to 
transfer prisoners from the Neuengamme main camp 
to satellite camps near Braunschweig. This resentful 
episode concerns Neuengamme, not Ravensbrück, but 
also during the rescue of women from Ravensbrück 
often unsatisfactory decisions had to be made. The 
task at hand far exceeded the capabilities of the 
rescuers and they were forced to deal with all kinds of 
disappointments. Between Lübeck and Ravensbrück 
the rescuers were confronted with the disastrous 
conditions on the road and in the hospitals and were 
only able to provide help sporadically.  

The success of the action was partly due to 
participants who did not abide the rules. The Swedish 
ships Lillie Mathiessen and Magdalena transported 
large quantities of motor fuel for the Swedish vehicles 
and finally also transported liberated prisoners from 
Lübeck to Trelleborg. These ships were probably not 
approved for the transport of inflammable cargoes and 
certainly not for the transport of passengers. 
 

 
From the photo library of the ICRC in Geneva. Gothenburg 
16-2-1945 aboard the MS Mangalore. The man in the centre 
is probably Paul de Blonay. 
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In a report of May 25, 1945 to his headquarter56, an 
ICRC staff member in Lübeck apologizes for possible 
violations in the chaotic first three weeks after the 
arrival of the British Army. He regretted his lack of 
knowledge of the regulations because he had not been 
working in Geneva: “J’ai donc continué à travailler 
me basant sur une logique, qui, je le reconnais, m’est 
probablement personnelle”. He dared to use his own 
brain. Probably this report comes from Paul de 
Blonay, an employee who was highly respected in his 
own organisation and by the participants of the action 
White Busses.   

The rescuers  
The efforts of the participants in this unique action 
cannot be rewarded high enough. However, tribute 
shall be paid to all participants. This research led to 
both a reassessment of known achievements and an 
appreciation of the less known participants. In the 
literature, some contributions were (subconsciously) 
attributed to the wrong participant. The Swedish ships 
Lillie Mathiessen and Magdalena for example, which 
played an important role in the liberation action, were 
already sailing in charter for the ICRC some time 

                                                            
56 Rapport de la Délégation du Comité International de la Croix-Rouge Genève, G44/S 

before the Action Bernadotte went ahead57. The 
rescue of the women in Hamburg was attributed to the 
Red Cross instead of to Franz Göring, see chapter The 
transport from Hamburg to Sweden. There are 
numerous examples of cooperation between the 
participants, and some of rivalries58 . Who financed 
the rescues is not clear. The governments of Sweden 
and Denmark certainly contributed a significant part 
to the costs of their actions. The ICRC seems to have 
(also) been financially dependent on the Swiss 
government during the Second World War. The 
packages the ICRC distributed in the POWs and 
concentration camps came mostly from others. The 
POWs received mostly parcels from their own 
country. Wherever possible, the concentration camp 
prisoners were helped by aid from their motherland. 
Then there were organizations such as UNRRA59, 
War Refugee Board and church initiatives (Quakers) 
which helped materially and/or financially. UNRRA 
had a budget of 3.7 billion dollars, of which 2.7 
billion came from the USA60. 

The Swedes 
The women from the Benelux countries were 
transported from Ravensbrück by trucks of the ICRC 
                                                            
57 Rapport de la Délégation du Comité International de la Croix-Rouge Genève, G44/S 
58 Das IRK und das Dritte Reich, Jean Claude Favez, page 361 
59 United Nations Relief and Rehabilitation Administration 
60 UNRRA SELECTED RECORDS AG-018-028:  SWEDEN MISSION, 1945-1946 
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(International Committee of the Red Cross) trucks, 
not by Swedish White buses. However, it was actually 
this transport of the women from the Benelux 
countries out of Ravensbrück that costs the Swedes 
the greatest sacrifice. The convoy with the Benelux 
women in the ICRC trucks was led by the Swedish 
lieutenant Hallquist. He drove, with the Swede 
Ringman as driver, in a Swedish car at the head of the 
convoy. During the shelling at Schwerin Ringman 
died and Hallquist was seriously injured61. 
Apparently a Swedish nurse died of typhus due to 
contact with the refugees in Sweden.  
The Swedish hero Folke Bernadotte was only partially 
involved in the preparations of the actual rescue 
operation and did not participate in the rescue of the 
large number of women in the feverish final actions. 
Likely even before the last transport (the 2nd Svenson 
tour) of his White Buses which arrived in Padborg on 
April 26th, Bernadotte noted that his task was done. 
Quote: "Approximately 12.000 to 15.000 women will 
have to stay [in Ravensbrück] because for them, due 
to the lack of means of transport, an evacuation seems 

                                                            
61 see folowing chapter Erik Ringman and Hallquist  

impossible” 62. Bernadotte, however, turned out to be 
the perfect leader of the rescue operation. He 
possessed authority and determination and in the 
negotiations he was the ideal opponent of Himmler. 
The rescued survivors unintentionally contributed to 
his fame. The “Prince of Sweden” dominated their 
grateful memory, they have seen Bernadotte at places 
where he hasn’t been.  
The Swedish helpers were mostly soldiers who had 
volunteered and were accompanied by doctors and 
nurses of the Swedish Red Cross63. The Germans had 
called for strict secrecy. The action was largely behind 
Hitler's back. The secrecy made it difficult to recruit 
personnel for the rescue operation. Moreover, the 
secrecy meant that the population was not prepared 
when, shortly before the end of the war, thousands of 
shabby foreigners arrived in Sweden. The diaries of 
the rescuers witness courage, horror at the treatment 
of the prisoners in the camps and the will to help. The 
Norwegian seamen’s pastor Conrad Vogt Svendsen 
writes64  that on their arrival in Germany the Swedes 
were very motivated but knew surprisingly little about 
                                                            
62 Telex 27-4-45 Walther to Kuhne. Swiss Embassy in Stockholm for the ICRC in 
Geneva, Archiv ICRC Geneva  
63 Sune Persson, Vi åker till Sverige 
64 Med Guds ord i fiendeland 
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the situation in Germany and even less about the 
conditions in the prisons and concentration camps. 
Few drivers will ever have driven abroad before; there 
they drove on the right and at home in Sweden on the 
left. Back home, after the end of the action, drivers 
were taunted at the evening in Folkets Park in Malmö 
for bringing foreigners into the country65.   
The last trip of the White Buses to Ravensbrück was 
hardly justifiable. However, at the gates of 
Ravensbrück there were about 1000 women waiting 
for their liberation. The road to Ravensbrück was 
littered with burning vehicles. On the still moving 
German vehicles the passengers hung on the outside 
to be able to jump off quickly when airplanes 
approached. This was not possible with the Swedish 
buses.  
Without the Danes, the action would not have been 
equally successful, but it neither would be for the 
Danes without the Swedes: the Swedes legitimized 
and protected the activities of the Danes. In the 
quarantine stations of Padborg and Krusaa at the 
Danish-German border, Swedish nurses offered not 
only nursing help but also protection against 

                                                            
65 Interview with Sten Olsson, Exposition Memorial Neuengamme  

difficulties with the German occupying forces. 
Without overlooking other Swedish helpers, Hans 
Arnoldsson's commitment is outstanding. Arnoldsson 
was married to a Danish woman.  
Shortly after the end of the war Sweden let thousands 
more ex-prisoners from concentration camps in the 
country. In addition, children from Finland and 
refugees from the Baltic countries had already been 
taken in during the war. Sweden also helped Germany 
after the war when this battered country was in great 
need of relief. 
The mass reception of refugees was not done out of 
pure charity. There was a need for workforce. 

     
Hans Arnoldsson [from Joanna Fremme's collection]         
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Those who did not return home found easily work. 
According to reports from Polish women the refugees 
in Sweden had at the beginning to accept low-paid 
work66.  
Bernadotte's contribution to the rescue of Jews is not 
clear. The discussion about this seems to be less 
important in view of the many Jews who were 
admitted to Sweden before and after the Action-
Bernadotte. In November 1944 there were already 
13,115 Jewish refugees in Sweden67. By providing 
Swedish passes to Hungarian Jews, an action 
associated with the name of Raoul Wallenberg, 
countless Jews escaped death in 1944. Three days 
after the action White Buses was completed a train 
with almost 2900 women from Hamburg arrived in 
Padborg. Among them many Jewish women. One day 
later they were already in Sweden68. Among the 
approximately 10,00069 refugees who came to Sweden 
at the request of the UNRRA in July 1945 (many from 
Bergen-Belsen) were approximately 5,000 Jews (of 
whom approximately 4,000 women) 70. 

                                                            
66 See: Those who stayed in Sweden 
67 "Vi åker till Sverige", Sune Persson, 2002 
68 See: The transport from Hamburg to Sweden 
69 Arnoldsson in Natt och Dimma counted 9 273 persons 
70 Historisk Tidskrift 135:2 -2015, Malin Thor Tureby 

Erik Ringman and Gösta Hallquist 
During the evacuation from Ravensbrück to Sweden, 
two drivers were killed and a transport leader was 
seriously injured. Unfortunately, nothing is known 
about the Canadian(?) driver Sergeant Hempsey who 
died either at Schwerin or Wismar.  
 
The young Swedish driver Erik Viggo Ringman, who 
was killed at Schwerin, was engaged and as an early 
orphan had only his grandparents from his mothers 
side left as close relatives71. Two days after his death 
a funeral service for him was held in the church of 
Bov72 just across the border in Denmark in. The pastor 
was the 2nd pastor of the Norwegian seaman’s church 
in Hamburg, Conrad Vogt Svendsen. Ringman found 
his last resting place in Sweden. 
Lieutenant Gösta Hallquist, the leader of the convoy 
with which the Dutch73 women left Ravensbrück, was 
seriously wounded at Schwerin. A few hours after the 
air attack Arnoldsson found him, robbed and almost 
naked, on the side of the road. The passers-by had 
assumed he was dead. His diary was still there. In 
                                                            
71 Löjtnant Hallquists Dagbok 
72 In the literature it says Smedeby, however, there has never been a church in 
Smedeby.  
73 And Belgian, some French and Polish women  
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Schwerin the German doctor Zehrer and the 
neurologist Lungwitz saved his life but Hallquist had 
to live for the rest of his life with a bullet in the back 
of his head and two shrapnel in his skull. He was 
plagued by headaches, later he suffered from epilepsy 
and in the end he lost his eyesight.  
After the accident, the Swedish nurse Margarete 
Björcke immediately came to Schwerin to take care of 
Hallquist. At the end of April, Arnoldsson came to 
Schwerin and together they transported Hallquist in a 
German ambulance to Lübeck on an adventurous trip 
on May 1, 1945. On 30 May 1945 Hallquist flew to 
Sweden. Hallquist received a decoration on 9 April 
1946 in Stockholm from - at that time - Princess 
Juliana. Princess Juliana and Prince Bernard were 
visiting Scandinavia with the main purpose of 
thanking Sweden and Denmark for helping the 
Netherlands. In 2006 Hallquist died at the age of 
about 85. Ten years earlier Anita Nilsson had 
completed Hallquist's diary and biography together 
with Hallquist. With additions out of the diary from 
Margarete Björcke, the modest book "Löjtnant 
Hallquists Dagbok" honours an extraordinary person 
and documents the atmosphere of the rescue operation 
and the horror on the roads in Northern Germany 

during the last days of the war. In an interview, the 
Swedish driver Sten Olsson74, mentions Hallquist's 
companionship with his subordinates. In 
Friedrichsruh, the officers slept in the mansion of the 
Bismarcks, except Hallquist, who slept in a tent in the 
camp of his drivers75. 

The Danes 
Denmark was in a special position during the war. It 
was the only country occupied by the Germans with a 
functioning food supply. A situation to the benefit of 
the Danes themselves, their prisoners in Germany, 
occupied Norway, and for the liberated prisoners who 
travelled through Denmark to Sweden. Hoffmann, the 
representative of the ICRC in Stockholm, writes in a 
message76 to Geneva on 16.01.1945 that Swedes who 
were in Copenhagen unanimously confirm that they 
ate better in a restaurant in Copenhagen than in 
Stockholm77. 
The Danes had been working for their own people for 
several months before the evacuation of the 

                                                            
74 Memorial Neuengamme  
75 The first head quarter of the Action Bernadotte was on the property of the castle of 
the Bismarcks in Friedrichsruh east of Hamburg   
76 ACIRC G 44/Sec 164 
77 Sweden was not occupied during the war but suffered from being cut off from the 
rest of the world.  
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Scandinavians from Neuengamme. It started with 
taking care of the prisoners by sending them food 
parcels. At the beginning of December 1944, the first 
Danish prisoners were evacuated from German 
concentration camps and taken back to Denmark by 
Danish bus convoys. The principal organiser was the 
Danish Ministry of Social Affairs, assisted by 
numerous volunteers. There were doubts about the 
national solidarity of the leadership of the Danish Red 
Cross and this organisation was therefore not assigned 
a leading role in the aid and rescue mission. Although, 
the Danish Red Cross seems to have been responsible 
for the distribution of parcels for the prisoners. The 
activity of the Red Cross office in Padborg under the 
leadership of Baroness Wedell-Wedellsborg has been 
praised by different participants of the rescue 
operation. It is not clear whether the important Danish 
ambulances were the property of the Danish Red 
Cross or the CBU78. The nurses at the German-Danish 
border and in the ambulances and train coaches seem 
to have come from hospitals in Denmark. An 
important role was played by the members of the 
Danish Civil Defence Brigade, the so-called CBU 

                                                            
78 CBU: „Civilbeskyttelsens Udrykningskolonne“, Henrik Skov Kristensen  

members. They provided e.g. the drivers for the 
dangerous transports. As early as August 1943, they 
evacuated some elderly people by ambulance from 
Germany and brought them to Denmark. They were 
residents of the Stift Rosenborg in Börnsen near 
Hamburg, a home for elderly Danes living in 
Hamburg. Hamburg had just been heavily bombed. In 
April 1945, the CBU Corps set up the barracks for the 
quarantine stations in Padborg and Krusaa on the 
German/Danish border. The well prepared Danish 
Ministry of Work and Social Affairs had previously 
stored these barracks in depots in southern Denmark. 
The CBU had at least two deaths to mourn. E. 
Clausen died during a convoy trip due to a traffic 
accident with a motorcycle. G. H. Simonsen died of 
typhus79. The women of the DKB80 became the 
mothers for the transit on the Danish-German border: 
for the released prisoners and for the personnel of the 
transport vehicles. They tirelessly prepared meals on 
wood-burning stoves. The Danish admiral Hammerich 
was one of the initiators of the rescue operation for 
the Scandinavian prisoners. Hammerich’s being 
married with a Norwegian wife benefitted the 
                                                            
79 „En dråbe af et hav“ 
80 Danske Kvinders Beredskab  
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cooperation between the Scandinavians. Hammerich 
was arrested and died shortly before the end of the 
war when the RAF bombed the Gestapo headquarters 
in Copenhagen.  
The death register of the Danish municipality of Bov 
on the German-Danish border testifies the respect the 
Danes paid the prisoners of the concentration camps. 
The note "Andagt i Kapellet med Pastor Lauritzen" 
refers to a funeral service by a clergyman. The 
significance of the Danish railways in rescuing the 
women from Ravensbrück and Hamburg is evident 
from e.g. the ICRC's attempts in the third week of 
April 1945 when Sweden agreed to provide the 
women from Ravensbrück a (temporary) refuge in 
Sweden and the ICRC81 frenetically sought ways to 
transport the women from Germany by boat across the 
Baltic Sea to Sweden. In spite of railway strikes, the 
Danes managed to transport the women comfortably 
by train from Padborg to Copenhagen, from where 
they took the ferry to Malmö.  

The Norwegians 
Norway was directly involved in the preparations for 
the "White Buses" rescue operation. Most of the 
                                                            
81 International Committee of the Red Cross (with head office in Geneva)  

Scandinavian prisoners were Norwegian. Members of 
the Exile government of Norway in London and 
Stockholm were in touch with the teams dealing with 
the operation in Sweden and Denmark.  
Legendary are the actions of Conrad Vogt Svendsen82, 
Wanda Heger83 and the work of a group of Norwegian 
civilian internees at Groß Kreutz near Berlin. They 
had already tracked down the Norwegian prisoners in 
the various camps and had drawn up lists with which 
the Swedes could then collect them at the respective 
concentration camps. At the end, not all Norwegian 
prisoners could be reached. Camp Stutthof turned out 
to be out of reach and at the end of the war there were 
still 74 Norwegians in Switzerland. They probably 
came from Mauthausen84. Mid-August 1945, 72 of 
them made their way to Norway via Hamburg. Two of 
them could not yet be transported.  
Norway and the ICRC benefited from each other. 
With the accurate information about the Norwegian 
prisoners, the ICRC was able to start shipments of 
parcels to concentration camp prisoners, see following 
chapter The International Red Cross. The ICRC has 

                                                            
82 Med Guds ord i fiendeland 
83 Hver fredag voran porten.  At that time Wanda Hjort 
84 Concentration camp in Austria 
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been active on behalf of Norwegian prisoners, 
although with little result. Roland Marti of the ICRC 
was in Norway for a month from 12 August 1943. 
Here he achieved some benefits for the Yugoslavian 
and Polish prisoners of war imprisoned in Norway 
and the Norwegian population, but nothing for the 
Norwegian civilians imprisoned in Norway and 
Germany. He did return with information from 
Norway and Sweden about the Norwegian prisoners 
in Sachsenhausen. With a letter to the German Red 
Cross, the ICRC85 tried to trace the approx. 200 
Norwegian seaman from the “Kvarstad case”86. After 
they had been captured in the Skagerrak they were 
held as prisoners of war in Milag Nord north of 
Bremen but disappeared after the SS had taken and 
isolated them and as NN prisoners87. The answer of 
the German Red Cross was negative. A part of the 
“Kvarstad prisoners” was rescued from 
Sachsenhausen by the “White Busses”. Swiss students 
took an interest in the fate of the approximately 300 
Norwegian students who ended up in the Buchenwald 
and Natzweiler concentration camps in the winter of 
                                                            
85 Letter from Schwarzenberg on 30/10/1943 
86 https://no.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kvarstadbåtene 
87 Nacht und Nebel (Night and Fog). These prisoners were excluded from receiving 
mail and parcels.   

1942/1943. This prompted the Swiss Bundesrat to 
send several requests to their German counterpart to 
release the students; unfortunately, likewise in vain88.  
In Ravensbrück there was a good connection between 
the Norwegian and the Dutch women. The Norwegian 
women who left Ravensbrück at the beginning of 
April 1945 gave the Swedish rescuers a list with 
names of Dutch women - two weeks later the Dutch 
were liberated. 

The International Red Cross 
The aid of the ICRC in Geneva went hand in hand 
with efforts of organisations based in neutral 
Switzerland, the Swiss government and Swiss 
citizens. During the Second World War, the ICRC 
was the most important organisation taking care of 
prisoners of war and eventually also of the civilian 
prisoners in the concentration camps. After Himmler's 
permission at the end of October 1942, family 
members were able to send packages to their relatives 
in concentration camps. This did not apply to 
prisoners on whom a harsher sentence had been 
imposed89 (e.g. NN prisoners). The Norwegian 
prisoners were the first to benefit from this relief. 

                                                            
88 Das IRK und das Dritte Reich 
89 The ICRC and the detainees in Nazi concentration camps, Sebastian Farre 
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When Germany forbade the Norwegian and Swedish 
Red Cross to send further parcels to Sachsenhausen in 
the autumn of 1943, the ICRC took over and 
continued this task90. The Red Cross had no access to 
concentration camps and was insufficiently informed 
about the conditions in the camps. Both the 
International and some national sections of the Red 
Cross feared that aiding concentration camp prisoners 
would jeopardize their taking care of POWs. This 
explains in some way, the insufficient aid from the 
Dutch Red Cross for Dutch prisoners in concentration 
camps91. The importance of the food parcels is made 
clear by the figures on display at the exhibition 
"White Buses" in Copenhagen in 2015-2016. Here the 
percentage of those who died in the concentration 
camps was indicated as: 10% for Denmark, 16% for 
Norway, 80% for the Netherlands, 81% for Poland 
and 87% for France92. According to the exhibition, the 
relatively low mortality rate of Danes and Norwegians 
was largely due to a better supply of Red Cross 
parcels. The Red Cross, not in the least the Dutch, has 

                                                            
90 Das IRK und das Dritte Reich, Jean-Claude Fawez page 360 
91 Kwesties van leven en dood, het Nederlandse Rode Kruis in de Tweede 
Wereldoorlog, Regina Grüter  
92 Note, this applies for the average most male prisoners and not for the women in   
Ravensbrück and Neuengamme who are the subject of this excersize     

later amply rehabilitated itself by, among others, 
tracing missing persons and documenting the crimes 
in the concentration camps.  
The ICRC had good contacts with the Germans and 
took advantage of its influence on the welfare of 
German prisoners of war and internees captured by 
the Allies. The ICRC had depots in Lübeck and 
Wagenitz in northern Germany, which were supplied 
from Gothenburg, and in Moosburg in southern 
Germany, which was supplied from Switzerland. At 
the beginning of March 1945, the Allies made 468 
trucks available to the ICRC for the distribution of 
parcels for Allied prisoners of war in Germany. On 
the way back from the POW camps, the ICRC was 
allowed to use the empty trucks to transport prisoners 
from concentration camps. However, without the 
permission of the camp commanders, the ICRC could 
not make much use of the offer. The ICRC's depots 
contained shipments for both prisoners of war and 
concentration camp prisoners. At the end of 1944, 
300,000 parcels financed by the War Refugee Board93 
were stored in Gothenburg94. The ICRC itself did not 
have enough means of transport. In a letter of April 
                                                            
93 Organisation of the US govenment 
94 The ICRC and the detainees in Nazi concentration camps, Sebastian Farre 
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495, 1945 to Burckhardt96, McClelland 97 apologized 
for not being able to commission trucks from the U.S. 
Army to the ICRC. 

 
From the photo library of the ICRC in Geneva. The Swedish 
ship MS Mangalore sailed in charter for the ICRC between 
Philadelphia USA and Gothenburg Sweden. 
 
Roswell D. McClelland held a senior position on the 
War Refugee Board: "I was not successful in securing 
trucks which our Army could not possibly release in 

                                                            
95 In the archive of ICRC in Geneva 
96 Carl Jacob Burckhardt, the president of ICRC,  
97 https://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Roswell_McClelland 

view of the transport needs of the rapid military 
advance in Germany".  
The ICRC's involvement in the evacuation of 
Ravensbrück has been overshadowed by the Action 
Bernadotte. The fast reacting Bernadotte who stole 
the slower moving ICRC the show?  
The Swiss held on too long to the official line through 
the ministries of foreign affairs. Advised by the   
former Swiss president Musy98, a first meeting 
between the ICRC president Carl Jacob Burckhardt 
and Kaltenbrunner, the head of the Sicherheits Polizei 
took place on 12 March 1945. Musy had already 
negotiated with Himmler and Schellenberg two 
months earlier. On 2 February 1945 Burckhardt 
received an invitation from Himmler99. Burckhardt, 
who had only at the beginning of 1945 taken over the 
leadership of the ICRC, did not dare to accept the 
invitation before consulting the American State 
Department and the French General de Gaulle. 
Burckhardt responded to Himmler's invitation first on 
19 February 1945. Himmler then appointed 
Kaltenbrunner to negotiate with Burckhardt at the 
Swiss border. Meanwhile, people in Sweden had 
                                                            
98 See the paragraph Jewish prisoners 
99 Das Internationale Rote Kreuz und das Dritte Reich, Jean Claude Favez 
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heard about the transactions between the Swiss Musy 
and Himmler. On 19 February, the day Burckhardt 
decided to answer Himmler, Bernadotte had his first 
meeting with Himmler. Probably Himmler lost his 
interest in Burckhardt after he met Bernadotte. 
Himmler was looking for an intermediary for a treaty 
with the Western Allies. The meeting between 
Burckhardt and Kaltenbrunner on March 12th did not 
yield much. Not much more than the release from 
Ravensbrück on 5 April 1945 of 299 French women 
and the Polish countess Karolina Lanckoronska100. 
Already in 1942 Burckhardt tried to obtain the release 
of the countess. As a matter of fact, the release of the 
300 women was still an exchange trade. France had to 
release 454 German civilian internees.  
While the Action Bernadotte benefited the Northern- 
and Western European and Polish women in 
Ravensbrück, the ICRC hoped to organize the 
evacuation of the sick, women, children and elderly in 
concentration camps throughout northern Germany101. 
This group was difficult to transport on the road over 
longer distances. The experiences with the 300 

                                                            
100 See chater French  women via Switzerland to France   
101 ACIRC G 44/R-219.03 rapatriement malades femmes enfants vieillards camps 
internes nord Allemagne 

women from Ravensbrück to Switzerland may have 
played a role. The head office of the ICRC in Geneva 
let know that a reception in Switzerland was not 
possible and that consultations were in progress with 
the government of Sweden about a admission of the 
evacuees in Sweden. On April 10, 1945, i.e. before 
the start of the Swedes as a result of the meeting 
between Bernadotte and Himmler on April 21 in 
Hohenlychen, the representative of the ICRC in Berlin 
sends an urgent request to Geneva to send as much 
petrol and trucks with parcels as possible to 
Moosburg. This request ended with the announcement 
that the German authorities would be 'friendly' 
minded about an evacuation by Red Cross ship from 
Lübeck to France and vice versa102. The ICRC had a 
depot in Moosburg. Moosburg is located north east of 
Munich. The ICRC in Berlin expected that a column 
of trucks would soon move from Moosburg to 
Ravensbrück. On 10 April, 6 trucks with parcels 
would have been sent from Geneva to Lübeck. These 
would be used to transport parcels from Gothenburg 
via Lübeck to Ravensbrück, Bergen Belsen, 
Sachsenhausen and Neuengamme103. The Swiss 
                                                            
102 ACIRC G 44/R-219.03  
103 ACIRC G 64/Sec-164 
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physician at the ICRC Descoudres was ordered on 11 
April to join a column of 12 trucks which had set out 
for Ravensbrück two days earlier. In the afternoon of 
13 April, he reaches Moosburg and is told that the 
column passed there a few hours before and continued 
its journey towards northern Germany104. On 19 April 
1945, Berlin sent a telegram to Geneva announcing 
that the vehicles that would pick up another 300 
French women from Ravensbrück did not reach their 
destination and would return to Moosburg due to acts 
of war and technical difficulties105.  
The road connection between Geneva and northern 
Germany had been cut off, but also other connections 
were disturbed. To telegraphically reach Lübeck, 
Geneva had to send a telex to Gothenburg and the 
ICRC in Gothenburg a telegram to Lübeck. The poor 
connection between the ICRC's offices in Berlin and 
Lübeck and its headquarters in Geneva had 
advantages and disadvantages. At the decisive 
moment there was no senior ICRC representative in 
northern Germany who could, for example, have been 
present at the meeting with Himmler. On the other 
hand, outside the watchful eye of Geneva, the 
                                                            
104 ACIRC G 44/R-222.02 
105 ACIRC G 44/R- ?? 

aforementioned offices enjoyed an independence that 
didn’t harm the rescue operations.   
At the end of April 1945 the ICRC seems to have a 
larger number of trucks at its disposal. The convoy 
which left Ravensbrück in the evening of April 24th, 
under the command of Hallquist, consisted of 15 
ICRC trucks106. That same day Captain Burton left 
Lübeck to set off for Altengrabow with 16 ICRC 
trucks full of parcels. This was required because the 
original parcels for that POW camp had been handed 
out to the procession of prisoners on March from 
concentration camp Sachsenhausen. On pictures one 
can see that the ICRC in Lübeck also had some Volvo 
trucks from Sweden. In the second week of April 
1945 the ICRC looked for means to bring the above 
mentioned sick, women, children and elderly from 
Lübeck to Sweden by ship. Sweden had already 
informed the ICRC on April 18, 1945 that it could 
provide temporary refuge for up to 15000 women107. 
Two days later it had already been increased to "an 
unlimited number of persons"108. Lübeck ship-owner 
Schliewen, who lived in Geneva, had requested a 

                                                            
106 Löjtnant Hallquists dagbok 
107 ACIRC G 44/R-219.03 telex from Geneva via Göteborg to Lübeck   
108 ACIRC G 44/R-219.03 Note dated 20 april 45 from Herr Pfeifer to Herrn Bon 
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quotation from his relations in Sweden for shipping 
500-1000 passengers and sent a positive answer from 
Stockholm to the ICRC on 16 April 1945109. He was 
offered four ships, including the Kronprinsessan 
Ingrid, who two months later, together with four other 
Swedish ships110, brought about 9400 evacuees 
mainly from Bergen-Belsen to Sweden111. 
Unfortunately, it is not clear from the correspondence, 
to whom the application of 500-1000 passengers 
applied. The enquiry was prompted by a conference in 
Geneva on 13 April, perhaps as a result of a signal 
from the ICRC office in Berlin about the acceptance 
of the Germans. Moreover, on 12 April Geneva had 
received the disturbing news that the Gestapo had 
ordered the destruction of all data relating to prisoners 
in concentration camps and political prisoners in 
prisons112.  
The ICRC did not carry out the plan of bringing the 
refugees by ship from Lübeck to Sweden.  
     At the end of April 1945, in addition to the concern 
about Ravensbrück, the ICRC was confronted with 
the death marches from Sachsenhausen. When the 
                                                            
109 Archive ICRC in Genf. ACIRC G 44/R-219.03  
110 https://sjohistoriskasamfundet.files.wordpress.com/2017/08/fn58-lag.pdf 
111 Arnoldsson, Natt och Dimma 
112 Dokumentation über die Tätigkeit des IKRK zugunsten der in den deutschen ….  

Soviet troops advanced, the ICRC offered the top of 
the SS to take over the leadership in Sachsenhausen 
and Ravensbrück in order to hand these camps over to 
the Russians in an orderly manner113. The ICRC 
feared reprisals and death marches. Unfortunately, the 
ICRC did not succeed. In Ravensbrück people were 
murdered until the very end and just before the arrival 
of the Russians, the remaining women and men were 
driven away on an evacuation/death march. The ICRC 
accompanied the foot marches as far as possible and 
provided the marching prisoners with parcels. See the 
previously mentioned trip of the ICRC from Lübeck 
to Altengrabow. In Wagenitz, about 60 km west of 
Berlin, the ICRC had a depot where 5000 parcels of 
the World Refugee Board and 3000 of the American 
Red Cross were stored.  
The ICRC participated in the evacuation of 
Ravensbrück with the 15 vehicles (under the 
command of the Swedish Lieutenant Hallquist), 
approximately 450 women from Malchow and an 
unknown number of women from Neubrandenburg 
were evacuated and over 800 persons (including 

                                                            
113 Letter to Gruppenführer Müller dd 16-4-45 in Dokumentation über die Tätigkeit 
des Intern. Komitees vom Roten Kreuz zugunsten der in den deutschen 
Konzentrationslagern inhaftierten Zivilpersonen (1939-1945) 
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approximately 200 women from Ravensbrück) were 
taken to Sweden with the ships Lillie Mathiessen and 
Magdalena. Previously, 300 French women from 
Ravensbrück were taken to Switzerland.  
The ICRC's branch and depot in Lübeck was of great 
importance not only for the evacuation of 
Ravensbrück. It also saved Lübeck from further 
destruction.  

 
30-11-1950 From the photo library of the ICRC in Geneva.  
 
The president of the ICRC, Carl Jacob Burckhardt, set 
up the Red Cross depots in Lübeck and Gothenburg at 

the request of the Jewish banker Eric M. Warburg114. 
Warburg, who had fled from Germany via Sweden to 
America before the beginning of the Second World 
War, had tried in vain as a liaison officer to keep the 
Royal Air Force from further bombing of Lübeck. 
Warburg came from Hamburg (Altona) and also had a 
warm heart for Lübeck. When in the autumn of 1944 
the port of Lübeck was declared a port for goods and 
mail for POWs of both warring parties, the British 
could no longer drop bombs here.   
In conclusion one can say that the ICRC, compared to 
the Swedes, was too cautious. They seem to have been 
constantly on their guard to avoid conflicts with the 
Germans and the Allies which could jeopardize their 
ongoing activities. When at the end of April 1945 
accounts appeared in Swiss newspapers by women 
from Mauthausen about the conditions in Mauthausen 
and Ravensbrück, the ICRC felt obliged to contradict 
this information. Journalists had spoken with women 
whom the ICRC had brought from Mauthausen to 
Switzerland. The women - among them Dutch – were 
on their way home by train via France. The ICRC was 
convinced that the women were fantasizing, because 
                                                            
114 https://www.preussische-allgemeine.de/nachrichten/artikel/die-rettung-
luebecks.html 
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they were talking about Ravensbrück while coming 
from Mauthausen. However, there were women from 
Ravensbrück among them: at the beginning of March 
1945 about 1800 women had been transferred from 
Ravensbrück to Mauthausen115.  
The ICRC's relationship with the Allies was often 
uneasy. SHAEF116refused the ICRC access to the 
poorly treated German prisoners of war in France 
until October 1944. The Soviets destroyed what was 
left of the ICRC office in Berlin and transported 6 
employees to Moscow where they were detained until 
mid-October 1945117. 

The Christian community 
A number of clergymen and members of personnel 
and congregations of the Scandinavian churches in 
Germany played an important role during the war in 
helping their nationals in concentration camps. The 
foreigners living in Germany were generally no less 
National Socialist than the Germans themselves. 
Assistance by the members of the congregation to 
those persecuted by the Nazi regime was therefore by 
no means unanimously. The Scandinavian seamen 
                                                            
115 ACIRC G 44/R-217? 
116 Supreme Headquarters, Allied Expeditionary Force 
117 Britain and the ICRC 

churches in Hamburg are close together, in the same 
street near the harbour118. It is certain that the pastors 
of the Norwegian seamen church, Finn M. Huseby 
and after him Arne Berge and Conrad Vogt-
Svendsen119 and the second pastor in the Danish 
seamen church, Sophus Boas120, helped the prisoners. 
The pastor of the Swedish seamen church also appears 
in Vogt-Svendsen's book. Visits by clergymen were 
not allowed in concentration camps, but they were 
allowed in prisons. As far as known, the clergy did 
not visit the Neuengamme concentration camp. There 
were restrictions on visits to prisons and 
“Zuchthausen” (disciplinary institution) which the 
pastors bravely ignored. One of the requirements was 
the presence of an interpreter during visits at the 
prison. The interpreter was in the service of the 
Department of Justice. Luckily this interpreter, 
Hiltgunt Zassenhaus121 took sides for the prisoners 
and with even greater risk, did much to support the 
pastors. She survived a walk on the edge of the abyss, 
presumably an ordinate kept a protective hand above 
her head. Vogt-Svendsen's achievement was not only 
                                                            
118 Ditmar-Koel-Strasse 
119 Med Guds ord in fiendeland 
120 The book Hjælpepræsten 
121 Ein Baum blüht im November  
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related to helping and tracing the prisoners, he was 
also intensively involved in the action "White Buses". 
In the rescue operation of the White Buses the 
Swedish church in Lübeck played an important role as 
a stop on the road between Padborg and Ravensbrück. 
The church in Lübeck had since February 1945 been 
evacuating Swedish nationals122 living in Germany. 
They installed a kitchen and were allowed to use 
school buildings. Kyrkoherde (pastor) Hellquist who 
had come from Danzig helped his own people and 
foreigners but left Lübeck on 28 April 1945. With 
Hellquist also Countess von Eickstedt left Lübeck. 
The countess, who was born in Sweden, volunteered 
in the Swedish church at the time the Swedish end 
foreign refugees passed Lübeck on their way to 
Sweden.  
Such heroic deeds are not known from the Dutch 
Church in Germany, they did not have the opportunity 
to do so. When the war broke out the Dutch ministers 
of the Reformed Dutch church Duisburg-Ruhrort were 
called back to the Netherlands or interned. 123 The 
German preacher Baumann, who remained, was under 

                                                            
122 1500 persons according Specifikation över antal räddade/transporterade med de 
Vita bussarna 
123 100 Jaar Nederlandse Kerk in Duitsland, 2002 

the observation of the Gestapo and had to leave the 
congregation in 1943 after visiting a Dutchman 
sentenced to death.  

The Germans  
The "cooperative" Germans involved with the Action 
Bernadotte, such as Brigadeführer Schellenberg, 
Obersturmbannführer Renau and 
Obersturmbannführer Franz Göring, contributed 
significantly to the success of the rescue operation. 
Their cooperation was not without risk for their safety 
but neither free from self-interest. At the end of the 
war these gentlemen managed to come to Sweden but 
not for long. In spite of their Swedish protectors they 
were expelled from Sweden en sentenced (mildly) in 
Germany.   
Franz Göring was involved in the train transports 
from Ravensbrück and Hamburg to Sweden. 
Approximately 4000 women left Ravensbrück and 
about 3000 Hamburg with these train transports. On 
February 5, 1945, Franz Göring, with Himmler's 
knowledge, accompanied a train transport of 1200 
Jews from Theresienstadt to Switzerland. I.e. Göring 
secured the release of approximately 8200 persons, 
mostly Jews. 
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The seriously injured Lieutenant Hallquist owes his 
life to two German doctors124.   
German officers saved a number of men from death in 
the Bay of Lübeck. An SS officer asked the Swedish 
Red Cross to take care of all prisoners aboard the 
Thielbek in the port of Lübeck. Another came to 
Lübeck and asked the Swedish Red Cross likewise to 
take his prisoners held in a barn in Sarau between 
Lübeck and Neustadt125.  
In the Swedish literature concerning the Operation 
White Buses there is no good word about Ernst 
Kaltenbrunner. Indeed, he did not do the Action 
White Buses any good. Kaltenbrunner was the head of 
the SD and after Himmler the highest in charge of the 
concentration camps. Kaltenbrunner was also the boss 
of Schellenberg, who with the Swiss Musy sr.126  
made the deal for the above mentioned transport of 
1200 Jews from Theresienstadt to Switzerland 
accompanied by Franz Göring. According some 
publications127 Kaltenbrunner passed this on to Hitler 
and made sure that all other transports already agreed 
and paid for were stopped. It is unlikely that 
                                                            
124 See chapter Erik Ringman and Gösta Hallquist  
125 See also: With the vessels Lillie Mathiessen and Magdalena. 
126 See chapter Wich prisoners should be rescued? 
127 https://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vereinbarung_Himmler–Musy 

Kaltenbrunner was not involved in this lucrative trade 
for the Nazis. However, the arrival of the 1200 Jews 
in Switzerland appeared in the Swiss newspapers 
which Kaltenbrunner had required to be strictly 
avoided.  
The release of the 300 French women from 
Ravensbrück at the beginning of April 1945 had been 
agreed with Kaltenbrunner. Shortly after Himmler 
gave up his resistance for Northern Germany on 21 
April 1945, Kaltenbrunner also gave the ICRC in 
Southern Germany free hand. Representatives of the 
ICRC could finally visit the concentration camps and 
more than 1500 French, Belgians, Dutch and Swiss 
from Dachau and Mauthausen were evacuated to 
Switzerland128.  
Concerning Kaltenbrunner's opposition to the Swedes 
it shall be noted that his chief Himmler and his closest 
employee Schellenberg negotiated with Bernadotte 
whereas Kaltenbrunner already had dealt with 
Burckhardt from the ICRC. Kaltenbrunner was 
sentenced to death as a war criminal in Nurnberg, the 
sentence was carried out on 16 October 1945.  
 

                                                            
128 The ICRC and the detainees in Nazi concentration camps, Sebastian Farre 
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The air attacks  
In the morning of April 25, 1945 Gösta 
Hallquist writes in his diary "Himlen är 
alldelas blå och klar"129: it was a 
beautiful day. However, he also writes 
that on such a day they are clearly 
visible from the air. And then, in the 
middle of the day, the first accident 
happens: the buses are fired upon and 
two more such attacks will take place, 
with serious consequences. The attacks 
at Schwerin and Wismar hit the convoy 
led by Lieutenant Gösta Hallquist. The 
composition of the convoy which was 
shot from the air one day later near Plön 
is not clear, but it contained at least 
some of the women from Lieutenant 
Gösta Hallquist's convoy which was 
attacked earlier. 
 

                                                            
129 The sky is deep blue and cloudless  

 
The places of the attacks are marked with a red star  
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Presumably no Dutch women died in the shelling at 
Plön. The Scandinavians brought women out of 
Ravensbrück with six car transports. Under extremely 
difficult circumstances and in great danger. Five 
transports reached the Danish border unharmed. The 
group in which the Dutch women were taken from 
Ravensbrück had about thirteen dead. Several Dutch 
women died during the shelling. In spite of the 
mentioned sources we do not know exactly in which 
attack they died. Only from Sara (Ton) van der 
Weijden do we know with certainty that she died in 
Schwerin and was buried in Lübeck. She was buried 
on the Vorwerker Friedhof in Lübeck.  
The Dutch130 women had the bad luck of ending up in 
the convoy with the ICRC131 trucks.  
Further details of the composition of the passengers 
and the routes of this transport are included in the 
chapter The Transports from Ravensbrück. Also the 
registration on arrival in Sweden indicates that the 
approximately 240 Dutch women were collected at 
Ravensbrück by this ICRC transport and not by the 
White Buses of the Swedes. Among the 90 women for 
whom there was no space in the Hallquist trucks were 
                                                            
130 And the Belgian 
131 International Committee of the Red Cross 

some Dutch women, they were subsequently 
transported in real White Buses. Simultaneously with 
the convoy of Hallquist, 6 Danish ambulances 
transported the sick from Ravensbrück. 

 
From the photo library of the ICRC in Geneva.  
Above is a picture of a truck of the International Red 
Cross. These cars were not convincing enough Red 
Cross cars for the allied fighter pilots. The particular 
rectangular shape and the marking with the Red Cross 
and the Swedish flag of the Swedish buses, which 
carried the French and Polish women, were more 
clearly distinguishable from the real and fake 
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ambulances of the Wehrmacht (German Army). The 
Swedes were occasionally "sniffed" by the Allied 
fighter pilots but not attacked. The Dutch, Belgian and 
Luxembourg women left Ravensbrück after the 
Scandinavians, the sick and the French women and 
just before the majority of the Polish womenAt the 
head of the convoy, the transport leader, the Swedish 
lieutenant Hallquist, drove a Swedish truck with the 
Swedish driver Erik Ringman. The 15 ICRC trucks 
usually delivered Red Cross parcels to allied prisoners 
of war in northern Germany. The drivers were 
"borrowed" American and Canadian prisoners of war. 
When the Germans suddenly permitted almost all the 
women from Ravensbrück to leave the camp, the Red 
Cross used every available in vehicle. They were in a 
hurry because the Russians were approaching. The 
sudden consent of the Germans presented the Red 
Cross an almost impossible task. About half of the 
original Swedish contingent had returned to Sweden 
on 5 April. They had spent a month picking up the 
Norwegian and Danish prisoners from concentration 
camps and prisons throughout Germany and Austria 
and had taken the Scandinavians to a gathering place 
in the Neuengamme concentration camp near 
Hamburg. The Swedish participants were mainly 

soldiers who had voluntarily signed a contract for one 
month and many could not renew this contract 
because of other obligations. The hasty evacuation of 
the 4300 in Neuengamme gathered Scandinavians on 
20 April proved to be an almost impossible task for 
the remaining Swedish White Buses.  
Here the Danes jumped in with everything which 
could drive such as travel buses, ambulances and fish 
cars. Following describes the enormous achievement 
of the Swedes, but in the evacuation from 
Ravensbrück of Dutch, Belgian and Luxembourg 
women, the fleet of the Swedes did not play a leading 
role. Even the rescued Dutch women did not realise 
this. Swedish veterans of the Action Bernadotte 
visited the Netherlands in 1990 with one car of the 
"White Buses". A video was made of this reunion. 
During one of the many celebrations the former 
Swedish platoon leader Molin tried to draw attention 
to the role of the Danes but this aspect was not 
translated. 

The attack at Schwerin 
The convoy with Hallquist was attacked on 25 April 
at about 13:00 in Friedrichsthal west of Schwerin132. 
                                                            
132 Rapport de la Délégation du Comité International de la Croix-Rouge Genève, G44/S 
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The drivers had stopped because there were planes in 
the air but just when the air seemed to be clear and 
they were back on the road they were attacked. The 
number of dead and wounded is not clear, the 
numbers differ in the different messages.  
B.Nielsen133 indicates to have collected 7 dead at 
Schwerin. In any case the Swedish driver Ringman 
and a young Dutch woman134 who was between 
Ringman and Hallquist died immediately135. Hallquist 
wrote earlier about this: "These women want to give 
me the whole world and suggest that the youngest and 
prettiest of them, a Dutch woman, will sit in front 
between me and Ringman". Nelly Blok was young and 
she looked good, but it is not certain that she died in 
the accident at Schwerin. Saartje Ton- v.d. Weijden 
died in Schwerin but the death certificate suggests that 
she did not die immediately at the scene of the 
accident. Probably a total of six women and the driver 
Ringman died immediately at Schwerin. Hallquist was 
badly injured136. Concerning what happened after the 
shooting at Schwerin, we only find a few bits and 
pieces, pieces which not even fit together. Perhaps the 
                                                            
133 Rapport CBer B.Nielsen from Bomber over Danmark, Henrik Skov Kristensen 
134 A french according Bertil Collin’s Krigsdagbok   
135 Krigsdagbok, Bertil Collin 
136 See previous chapter Erik Ringman and Gösta Hallquist 

convoy fell apart in several parts after the attack, each 
with its own history. The two transports from 
Ravensbrück with the 20 real Swedish white buses 
have been extensively documented by several 
Swedish drivers and convoy leader Åke Svenson. 
However, we miss such information for the transports 
with the ICRC's137 trucks. The American driver who 
reported the disaster at Schwerin in Lübeck was 
furious. He had been shot by his own people and was 
slightly injured138. In Lübeck the American met the 
Swedes Major Frykman, Captain Folcke and 
Arnoldsson and the Swiss Paul de Blonay of the 
ICRC. Arnoldsson and the Blonay immediately drove 
to the scene of the accident. They found a group of 
women sitting defeated in the woods139. The injured 
were given first aid and some of them were taken to a 
hospital in Schwerin140. Arnoldsson claims to have 
brought Hallquist to a hospital. How the women who 
according "Natt och Dimma" by Arnoldsson "sat 
quietly in the woods" travelled on is not described. 

                                                            
137 International Committee of the Red Cross 
138 Most authors see them as British- a few speak of American pilots.   
139 Natt och Dimma, Arnoldsson 
140 Probably the 6 wounded as mentioned by B.Nielsen who were brought to 
Denmark on 28 April by Pontoppidan Sørensen. 
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The Dutch Jean Bommezijn-de Rochmont141 was part 
of a group of women who laid the dead in one of the 
trucks after the shelling. Then they drove on but later 
in the evening they were dropped off near a camp 
with French prisoners of war. Several times they had 
to take cover from the air in case of danger and had 
not made much progress. The drivers were tired and 
unable to drive on with the women. This group of 
women was picked up by White Buses at about 3 a.m. 
and reached Lübeck at about 6 a.m. on April 26, 1945.  
The Dane B.Nielsen was ordered at Lübeck to drive 
with his ambulance to Schwerin to help the victims of 
the air attack. He reached the crashed part of the 
convoy of Hallquist at about nine o'clock in the 
evening and took six seriously wounded in his 
ambulance. An hour later he left at the same time as 
an ICRC truck carrying seven dead and reached 
Lübeck the next morning, April 26, at three o'clock in 
the morning. One of the dead was the Swedish driver 
Ringman. Ringman's remains were taken to Denmark. 
He was buried in Sweden. According to Arnoldsson, a 
Canadian driver was killed at Schwerin. Of only two 
women - Sara Ton (Saartje van der Weijden) and the 
                                                            
141 Wat men nooit meer vergeten kan by Jeanne Bommezijn-de Rochmont, NIOD 244-
476 

Belgian Jeanne Sauerwein – is certain that they died at 
Schwerin. According to a letter dated 22-09-1945 
from Sven Hellquist to Major Frykman, nine corpses 
arrived in Lübeck on 23 or 24 April 1945, four were 
placed in the garden of the ICRC building and five in 
the garden of the Swedish seamens church. These may 
have been the dead from the shelling at Schwerin and 
Wismar, but they arrived on 25 April at the earliest. 
Certain is that Per Lous delivered four corpses from 
the accident at Wismar early in the morning of 26 
April 1945 in the Swedish church in Lübeck. B. 
Nielsen collected the corpse of Eric Ringman from the 
ICRC camp in Lübeck in the morning of 26 April for 
transport on the roof of his ambulance to Denmark. 
Schwerin's dead had been brought to Lübeck by an 
ICRC truck and it is obvious that Schwerin's dead 
were handed over to the ICRC in Lübeck and then 
taken to a cemetery. The unknown dead of Schwerin 
and Wismar are most probably, just like Sara Ton and 
Jeanne Sauerwein, buried at the Vorwerker Friedhof 
in Lübeck, but namelessly. According to the report of 
B. Nielsen there was also a truck with dead in the 
convoy from Lübeck via Plön to Denmark on 26 April 
1945. However, there is no report of such an arrival in 
Denmark. B. Nielsen may be wrong in this respect.  
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On Saturday 28 April a Danish group led by 
Pontoppidan Sørensen visited the seriously injured 
Hallquist and picked up six women from a hospital in 
Schwerin. Among them the Dutch Julia de Voogt142. 
Hallquist could not yet be taken143 to Lübeck.  
 
The accident at Schwerin is also documented in the 
daily report of the Swede Bertil Collin. He was a 
driver (?) on his way from Ravensbrück to Lübeck 
when they discovered the crashed cars. The last 
convoy with the Swedish buses led by Åke Svenson 
had left a car in Ravensbrück to bring Dr. Ankarcrona 
to Lübeck. The car with Ankarcrona left Ravensbrück 
on 26 April at 13:00 hours. They were in the company 
of Obersturmbannführer Danziger and a young 
German lady. The car contained the luggage144 of the 
family of a brother-in-law of Kersten145. When the 
company passed Schwerin about 30 hours after the 
accident, there were two broken trucks on the edge of 
the road, guarded by a German soldier. The first was 
an ICRC truck and the second was the Swedish truck 
which drove with Hallquist at the head of the convoy. 
                                                            
142 A witness of Jehovah 
143 See Erik Ringman and Gösta Hallquist 
144 Vi aaker till sverige, page 373 
145 Himmler’s masseur, a person with a dubious reputation.  

 

The attack at Wismar 
The attack at Wismar followed shortly after the 
accident at Schwerin. It must have taken place about 
25 km east of Wismar. There are more reports from 
eyewitnesses about the attack at Wismar than about 
the accident at Schwerin. The most important 
descriptions of the accident come from those in the 
convoy of Pontoppidan Sørensen146. He drove right 
behind the convoy of Hallquist147 when it was fired 
upon not far from Wismar. Although none of these 
witnesses mention so, their own convoy of 
ambulances may also have been hit, see the story of 
Fredrik Frost at the end of this chapter. The convoy of 
six Danish ambulances led by Pontoppidan Sørensen 
with 74 passengers, both seated and lying, had left 
Ravensbrück the previous evening, 24 April 1945, at 
22:00 hours and, like Hallquist, had stopped shortly 
afterwards to spend the night in a forest. The young 
Danish doctor Per Lous in the convoy of Pontoppidan 
Sørensen writes148: "The journey home went via 

                                                            
146 Erindringen-Til Ravensbrück efter syge kvinder by E.Pontoppidan Sörensen, archive 
Frihedsmuseet 33-11.806 
147 The part of the convoy which took the northern route 
148 Sådan kom de hjem (fra tyske koncentrationslejre) 
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Wismar; 30 km149 before this town, we observed 5 
fighter planes attacking targets on the road in front of 
us. We stopped and watched the planes as - one after 
the other - from a great height like birds of prey dived 
down, crossed the trees on the road and hammered 
their machine guns on the ground. Shortly afterwards, 
smoke was rising from several cars which had been 
hit. As soon as the planes had disappeared, we drove 
on and after half a kilometre we were struck with 
horror. A large ICRC truck had been hit carrying 50 
women from Ravensbrück, not all the women could 
have left the car and three women were killed 
instantly and eight women were seriously injured. We 
provided first aid with bandages and morphine 
injections, and our CBU150 staff quickly evacuated two 
ambulances to transport the seriously injured to a 
hospital in Wismar. When the two ambulances 
returned from Wismar, we were able to continue the 
journey to Lübeck. For the time being we had to leave 
the women from the ruined truck and those from a 
second Swiss vehicle whose engine had been hit, in a 
barn on the side of the road".  

                                                            
149 Pontoppidan Sörensen himself writes „en snes“ i.e. approx. 20 km. 
150 The crew (drivers) of the „Civilbeskyttelsens Udrykningskolonne” 

Pontoppidan Sørensen had a hard job to make the 
owner of the barn to temporarily house the women151. 
Now he missed (for the first time) his Gestapo escort, 
who deserted in Ravensbrück152. According to 
Pontoppidan Sørensen the third woman died, 
according to him a Dutch153, in the hands of the 
Danish doctor named Krebs. Her last words: "I can't 
make it, I'm not coming home." When she died, Krebs 
prayed the Lord's Prayer. The eight wounded who had 
been taken to a hospital in Wismar were promised to 
be picked up in a few days. That could not tranquilize 
them - they had been deceived so many times. The joy 
was great when the Danes kept their word and came 
back three days later to take them to Denmark.  
Pontoppidan Sørensen took the wounded from the 
shelling by ambulance to the hospital in Wismar and 
left bandages there as well. Subsequently he drove 
back to the scene of the accident. After the original 
patients had been lifted back into the two ambulances, 
Sørensen's convoy continued its journey and arrived 
in Lübeck in the evening (25 April). After a stop at 

                                                            
151 We do not know where. The farmer and owener of the barn was also the major of 
the village. 
152 See chapter DThe leather coat men 
153 Maybe Maria Vuschers   
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the Swedish church in Lübeck where they were given 
food, they drove on to Denmark.  
The approximately 110 women who had been left in 
the barn were picked up the same evening. It was Per 
Lous who came with two busses from Lübeck to pick 
them up including the three dead. Per Lous stopped at 
the hospital in Wismar but found that the wounded 
could not yet be taken. In the meantime another 
woman had died in the hospital and her corpse was 
also taken on the bus. Without accidents Per Lous 
reached Lübeck in the morning (26 April) between 3 
and 4 o'clock. The dead were handed over at the 
Swedish church and the company was given a hot 
meal in front of the church. Later that day the two 
buses continued to Denmark.  
Meanwhile, the convoy from Pontoppidan Sørensen 
had reached Denmark early in the morning (26 April). 
The patients in the convoy from Pontoppidan 
Sørensen were taken to hospitals in Sønderborg and 
Åbenrå.  
Besides his 6 ambulances Sørensen, together with 
Roesdahl had in Lübeck, also taken command of 
vehicles with stranded women from the convoy of 
Hallquist which took road via Schwerin.  

 
From left to right: Hetty Voute, Berend, Anna Hendriks. On 
arrival in Malmö (Photo from archive H.Voute). The woman 
behind Anna Hendriks is probably Gisela Söhnlein. 
 
In the book "Een verborgen herinnering" (A hidden 
memory) by Dunya Breur, To Stolz describes the 
accident at Wismar. The description corresponds to 
the reports of the Danes Pontoppidan Sørensen and 
Per Lous except that according to To Stolz they were 
attacked again later that day. To Stolz had managed to 
bring her own drawings and those of Aat Breur. Aat 



40  
1945 Destination Sweden, rescued from Ravensbrück and Hamburg, Jan van Ommen, 17-4-2020 

Breur had stayed behind in Ravensbrück to take care 
of some seriously ill Dutch women.  
In Wismar a bullet went through the drawings. To 
Stolz also writes about Anna Hendriks carrying her 
baby. The boy, Berend, was born in February 1945 in 
the Siemens factory of Rvensbrück. They carried him 
in a box from the Siemens factory. After arrival in 
Sweden, Berend appeared to be blind and he died in 
Sweden.   
The Luxembourgian Yvonne Useldinger was in the 
group which was attacked near Wismar. Below a 
quote of her from "Ich grüße Euch als freier Mensch" 
by Sigrid Jacobeit. To pay tribute to the dramaturgy 
and the diction, the text is left untranslated. The 
factual value of the text is questionable154.   
”An uns vorbei fuhren Lastwagen mit deutschen 
Soldaten, getarnt mit dem “Roten Kreuz”. Unsre 
Wagen fuhren langsamer, ebenfalls mit einem “Roten 
Kreuz” versehen. Die Deutschen waren schon längst 
vorbei, als über uns Flugzeuge erschienen. Unser 
Kanadier155, ein Schwarzer, stoppte und befahl uns, in 
die Böschung zu gehen, er selbst blieb am Steuer 
                                                            
154 Sophie Dehm and Änne Kassing later died in Denemark. The number of death is 
highly exaggerated 
155 Sergeant Hempsey, according Rapport de la Délégation…, footnote 16. He possibly 
died in the attack near Schwerin. 

sitzen, auch einige Häftlinge verließen den Lastwagen 
nicht. Im Tiefflug kamen englische Flieger über die 
Böschung, und, was wir nicht fassen könnten, sie  
schossen mit Maschinengewehren auf diese wehrlosen 
Frauen. In die Erde haben wir uns eingegraben, 
andere liefen kopflos zurück in den Lastwagen und 
über die Straße. Die Flieger haben gesehen, dass wir 
keine Soldaten waren. Sie kamen zurück und 
wiederholten diesen Terrorakt wie wildgewordene 
Bestien. Dieses Mal noch tiefer und machten wieder 
mit den Maschinengewehren unter uns. Schreien, 
stöhnen, ein großes Sterben, gleich einem 
Schlachtfeld. Ich hebe den Kopf. Neben mir liegt eine 
Polin mit aufgerissenem Bauch und über ihr ein 
weinendes Kind. Etwas weiter…… So stammelte 
Sophie [Sophie Dehm] ihre letzten Worte. Ich bette 
ihren Kopf zurück und sehe etwas weiter Änne 
Kassing wie eine Statue im Gebüsch sitzen. Noen 
Beuzemaker ist bei ihr. Wir sprechen ihr zu, aber sie 
antwortet nicht mehr. Ihre Augen sind weit geöffnet. 
Tot ist sie noch nicht, wir stützen sie und sehen, dass 
sie einen Lungenschuss hat. Sanitäter mit Tragbahren 
sind inzwischen gekommen. Sie reißen uns weg, von 
diesen lieben Menschen, denen wir in die Freiheit 
helfen wollten und die durch die Befreier, durch einen 
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der Alliierten, ein tragisches Ende gefunden haben. 
Auch der Kanadier und alle Häftlinge die sich in den 
Lastwagen gerettet glaubten, wurden getötet. Änne 
und Sophie, wir haben sie wie in einer Schlacht 
liegenlassen müssen.” 
The Danish Tove Petersen experienced the accident at 
Wismar as a nurse in the convoy of Pontoppidan 
Sørensen. The Danish convoy was 500 m behind the 
ICRC cars when the planes attacked. According to 
Petersen, the fighter planes first flew over their 
convoy and then attacked the ICRC cars which 
passengers were just having a break. Tove Petersen's 
observation of the accident is quite different from 
Yvonne Useldinger's portrayal156.  
The convoy of Åke Svenson, the last transport with 
the White Buses from Ravensbrück, drove the same 
route and encountered the two damaged ICRC 
trucks157. Further on he met Per Lous who was on his 
way from Lübeck with two buses to pick up the about 
100 women in the barn near Wismar.  
The Danish ambulance driver Fredrik Frost, who was 
on the road with four women from Ravensbrück, told 

                                                            
156 See the chapter The condition of the women 
157 Åke Svenson, “De vita bussarna”, 2007 

years later158: "A 20 mm bullet flew through the car 
door, over my head and further through the 
ambulance and through one of the women from 
Ravensbrück, who was lying in the upper stretcher. 
The bullet went through her and through the back 
door, which cracked like glass. The mortally wounded 
woman received morphine injections and was carried 
into a barn. Her about 20 years old daughter was also 
in the ambulance and she took her ring and the like 
with her. The woman wasn't dead, but it couldn't last 
long. We couldn't drive her any further. So we had to 
take the daughter and leave the woman."  
His name is nowhere else and his story can hardly be 
linked to a specific transport. Some details, however, 
are consistent with what happened at Wismar. It may 
be that he was in the convoy of Pontoppidan Sørensen 
and that Sørensen and doctor Lous did not notice the 
incident described by Fredrik Frost.  
 

The victims of Wismar 
There are no names known of the three women who 
died immediately after the shooting. According to 

                                                            
158 Interview published in Berlingske Tidene from 02-05-2005, 
https://www.b.dk/danmark/der-var-et-stykke-arbejde-der-skulle-gøres-basta 
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Pontoppidan Sørensen, one of the three was Dutch. Of 
the eight wounded, one woman (Maria 
Krzyanowska?) died shortly after the air attack in the 
hospital in Wismar. The Danish doctor Per Lous took 
her corpse the same day to Lübeck. Three wounded, 
Änna Kassing, Sofie Dehm and Maria van Ginkel 
died later in Denmark159. There is a death certificate 
of the Polish Maria Leonia Krzyanowska160. She died 
25 April 1945 at 15:30 in the Stadtkrankenhaus in 
Wismar and came from Ravensbrück. In the books of 
the Vorwerker Friedhof near the City Archives of 
Lübeck her name is mentioned at the same place as 
where Sara Ton and presumably Neeltje Blok and 
M.M. Vuschers (Marijke Visser) were buried on 15 
May 1945. The grave of Maria Krzyanowska, which 
was to expire on 15 May 1970, was extended 15 years 
on 14 December 1966 by Halina Wollowicz for the 
price of 120 DM. Halina was the daughter of Maria 
and she was also in Ravensbrück. Halina arrived in 
Malmö on 28 April 1945, stayed in Sweden and was 
married there to Witold Wollowicz. 
Is the similarity with the mother and daughter from 
the story of Fredrik Frost a coincidence?  
                                                            
159 see also chapter Summary of the Dutch and related victims  
160 According Sterbeurkunde 331 C of Standesamt Wismar at 15:30 

In the transport of the sick from Pontoppidan 
Sørensen there was one more death to mourn. One of 
the sick died on the way between Ravensbrück and 
Denmark. The dead woman had been put in one of the 
upper stretchers. Occasionally, the nurses had 
addressed the deceased so that the other sick people in 
the ambulance would not notice that there was a dead 
person in the ambulance. Apparently, the Danish 
nurses were not aware of the experiences of the 
women in Ravensbrück. According to the death 
register of the Danish border municipality of Bov, a 
dead person arrived there on 26 April 1945 who had 
died of exhaustion during a transport coming from 
Ravensbrück. This was the Belgian Germaine Loth; 
she was cremated four days later in Kolding.  
The seven wounded in Wismar were picked up after 
three days, on 28 April, by a convoy of four 
ambulances led by Pontoppidan Sørensen and 
accompanied by Per Lous which arrived Sønderborg 
in Denmark on 29 April161. The reunion in Wismar 
was emotional: all the women wanted to embrace 
Pontoppidan Sørensen. A Belgian woman had lost a 
hand in the shooting. Three of the seven wounded 

                                                            
161 Statshospitalet 
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died later in Denmark. There are no names in the 
report of Pontoppidan Sørensen. Copies of the 
journals of the state hospital in Sønderborg contain 
twelve names of the thirteen women who had been 
hospitalized for three days in Schwerin and Wismar 
and then taken to Sønderborg. The journal contains 
only of a few women the location of the accident. Of 
the other four women, of only the Belgian Becky 
Teitelbaum from Brussels, then 34 years old, it is 
certain that she was injured at Wismar. She was 
discharged from the hospital in Sønderborg on 12 July 
1945. Becky Teilelbaum (RebeccaTeitelbaum-
Buckman) enjoys some fame because of her drawing 
and a recipe book that came about in Ravensbrück. 
The objects are located in the Vancouver Holocaust 
Education Centre162. The extent of the recipes in her 
booklet makes it a special example of a phenomenon 
among women in concentration camps. An occupation 
that can be related to malnutrition. Tineke Wibaut-
Guilonard devotes a chapter to this in Zo ben je daar.  
 

                                                            
162 The Jewish Women of Ravensbrück, Rochelle G. Saidel 

The attack at Plön 
The third attack with deadly consequences took place 
on 26 April 1945 near Plön. This event is amply 
mentioned in the literature, but the only one that 
describes the accident in some detail is B. Nielsen, the 
driver of a Danish ambulance mentioned in the 
previous chapter "Schwerin". The general version so 
far is, that a convoy under the command of the 
Swedish lieutenant Löthman came to the rescue of 
those from the Hallquist convoy stranded near 
Schwerin and Wismar and that his convoy with the 
rescued next day on the way to Denmark was attacked 
from the air near Plön. However, it was not as simple 
as that. It is fairly certain that the convoy that crashed 
near Plön was under the command of Löthman, 
although the name Löthman does not occur in the 
report of B. Nielsen. (In the coming chapter 
Löthman's convoy, the role of Löthman is described in 
connection with how the women from the crashed 
transport of Hallquist came to Denmark in different 
groups). 
The convoy was attacked by low flying Allied aircraft 
at 13:30 hours163. The accident took place near the 

                                                            
163 The report of the attack comes from the Danish driver of the ambulance B.Nielsen. 
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Dodauer Forst164, just outside Eutin on the road to 
Plön165. Since aircraft in the air were observed, a 
distance of 50 meters was kept between the busses. 
During the first attack a Danish bus was shot on fire 
and burned out completely. The convoy was attacked 
five times. During the last round a grain field was 
attacked in which 60-70 women had taken refuge. 
Seven women died166, three burned to death in the bus 
and about 50 were more or less seriously injured. 
There were no casualties among the rescuers (drivers). 
Most of these dead were later cremated unnamed in 
Kolding in Denmark. Only the name of one woman, 
Marie Wissenberg, can be linked to the dead of Plön. 
The nationality of the dead is not known. It seems that 
no Dutch women died at Plön.  
Shortly after the accident, two Polish women and the 
Belgian Suzanne Mondo died in the Marine Hospital 
of Malente167. A tragic coincidence:  Suzanne Mondo 
was arrested for helping allied pilots crashed in 
Belgium168. The Danish doctor Harald Roesdahl169 
                                                            
164 "Tiefflieger gegen Rote-Kreuz-Kolonne" in Anzeiger für den Landkreis Eutin of  
28/29 April 1945 
165 In fact the attack was near Eutin, not at Plön. However the name Plön is too often 
related to this accident; it is too late to change to Eutin.  
166 The Danish registration lists six anonym death who died 26-4-45 in North Germany 
167 Data from the cemetery in Malente 
168 http://www.cometeline.org 

describes a Polish woman who lost an arm and a leg 
in the attack at Plön, from whom her mother and sister 
had died the day before at Schwerin170.  
The dead were put in the truck, two undamaged buses 
each, took a damaged bus, and so the convoy drove to 
Denmark. The burned out bus was left with the three 
dead at the scene of the accident. What is certain is 
that during this attack, cars of the Wehrmacht had 
sneaked in between the Danish buses. A newspaper 
report indicates 18 vehicles and 18 dead171. After the 
attack, both the seriously injured of the Löthman 
convoy and the Wehrmacht were probably taken by 
German Red Cross soldiers to hospitals in the area. 
Pontoppidan Sørensen collected the wounded in 
various hospitals in Plön172 on 1 May 1945 and 
brought them to Sønderborg173. On 27 April he had 
already been in Plön but was not able to take any 
patient along. The Danish doctor Roesdahl, who 
accompanied the convoy from Pontoppidan Sørensen 
on May 1, writes that Plön's wounded were afraid of 
being shot at again. Some were given a sedative 
                                                                                                                                                
 
169 Harald Roesdahls redegørelse, Archive Frihedsmuseet 
170 Could not be verified   
171 Anzeiger für den Landkreis Eutin from 28/29 April 1945 
172 presumably Malente 
173 The number of death is not shown  
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injection but they arrived Denmark without any 
accidents.  
After the attack, it was decided at around six o'clock 
in the evening, to take the wounded that could be 
transported into the buses. The ambulance stayed 
behind to follow as soon as possible174. On the way 
the colleagues in Padborg were asked to come and 
meet them with replacement buses. This request 
arrived at the Danish border, but when those new 
buses met them, the convoy of Löthman had already 
reached the Danish border. That was according to B. 
Nielsen at 8:00 am, on 27 April 1945175. The helpers 
meeting Löthman were Swedes from the convoy of 
Svenson. The Svenson convoy had been in 
Ravensbrück twice with (real) White Buses and had 
picked up about 1800 women in total176. Their second 
trip was the last bus transport from Ravensbrück and 
was half a day after Hallquist's convoy on its way to 
Denmark. They must have caught up with the 
Löthman convoy on 26 April between Lübeck and 
Plön177. Svenson arrived in Padborg on the 26th at 

                                                            
174 The reason is not clear.  
175 In his report all dates are one day earlier which does not correspond with other 
data.  
176 See chapter HThe 2nd Transport by lieutenant Svenson further on 
177 There is no record (evidence) of a meeting 

four o'clock in the afternoon. In the evening Svenson 
received word of the accident at Plön and among his 
tired drivers he found 18 volunteers to help Löthman. 
Commander Melin, however, considered it too 
dangerous to go out at night. So, the relief expedition 
first set off at sunrise and returned more or less 
unsuccessfully after meeting Löthman's battered 
convoy at the border178.  

Summary of the Dutch and related victims 
Neeltje Blok: Dutch, born 29.07.1916. Died at 
25.04.45. Probably buried anonymously at the 
Vorwerker Friedhof in Lübeck. The name does not 
appear in the books of the Friedhofsverwaltung 
Lübeck. 

Maria Bakker-Visser: Dutch, her name was wrongly 
associated with those died on their way from 
Ravensbrück to Sweden. She died at the beginning of 
April 1945 in the "Schonungslager" Mittwerda 
(Ravensbrück).  

Maria Magdalena Vusschers (Marijke Visser): Dutch, 
born 2.01.1914 in Heerlen. Died 25.04.45. Probably 
buried anonymously at the Vorwerker Friedhof in 
                                                            
178 De vita busserna, Åke Svenson 2007 
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Lübeck. The name does not appear in the books of the 
Friedhofsverwaltung Lübeck. 

Saartje Lena Ton - van der Weijden: Dutch, born 
20.09.1916. Died 25.04.45. Death certificate dated 
17.03.1948 of the Standesamt Schwerin. Registered in 
the books of the Friedhofsverwaltung / Vorwerker 
Friedhof Lübeck with the remark that the corpse was 
brought to the Netherlands on 31-8-51.  

Sophie Dehm: German, died on 30-04-1945 in 
Sønderborg from injuries sustained 25-4-1945 near 

Wismar. She travelled with the papers of the Dutch 
Nicolin Hofmann who had already died in 
Ravensbrück.  

Rode Lies? Lies Rode? Dutch, born 17.04.1917? 
Nothing else known. According to notes on 
Ravensbrück's list of "Niederländerinnen" Rode Lies 
and M.M. Vusschers (Marijke Visser) may have been 
the same person.  
 

Änne Kassing: German, born18.08.1900. Died 10.05.1945 in the hospital of Sønderborg to injuries sustained on 
25.04.1945 near Wismar. She travelled with the papers of the Dutch Adriane Dekker who had already died in 
Ravensbrück. Änne Kassing's husband found her urn in Denmark years later. Here a detail from the register of the 
crematorium in Kolding: 
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Olga Nagler: Dutch, born 9.12.1917 in Vienna. 
Deceased according to Stichting Oorlogsgraven 
24.04.1945 (25.04.1945?). Jewish, lived in the 
Gijsbrecht v.Amstel street Amsterdam, nothing else 
known.  

Erik Ringman: The Swedish driver who died near 
Schwerin on 25.04.1945. His coffin arrived Malmö 
01.05.1945.  

Canadian (?) driver: Nothing is known about Sergeant 
Hempsey179 (?), who was killed during the shooting at 
Schwerin (?). 

Maria van Ginkel: Dutch, born 21.03.1900. Died 
14.08.1945 in Aarhus. She had been injured in the 
shelling at Wismar 25.04.1945 and taken to hospital 
there. On 28.04.1945 she was picked up by a Danish 
convoy led by Pontoppidan Sörensen and taken to 
Sønderborg hospital on 29.04.1945. On 30.06.1945 
she came to a hospital in Aarhus and after her death 
she was buried in Sønderborg. The grave does not 
exist anymore. Maria van Ginkel's details are thanks 
to information from the administration of Danish 
hospitals in Sønderborg and Åbenrå.  

                                                            
179 Report by Paul de Blonay(?) dd 22-05-1945  

The fact that we cannot find any data about the graves 
of Neeltje Blok and M.M.Vuschers and we only can 
partially reconstruct what happened after the attacks is 
mainly due to the following:  

- The transport with the Dutch women was attacked at 
(at least) three different places.  

- The Swedish leader of the transport was killed in the 
first accident and the ICRC drivers do not seem to 
have kept a logbook. 

- The women were not buried in graves of honour. 
Their graves have been removed.  

- The pastor (A.H.) of the Swedish seamen church in 
Lübeck was busy evacuating the Swedish nationals 
living in Germany. His colleague kyrkoherde 
Hellquist registered the names of the women who 
crashed in Lübeck after their arrival. Two days later, 
however, he left for Sweden - Hellquist's notes can no 
longer be found. 

Shortly after the end of the war, the Swedish Red 
Cross received requests for information from the 
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Belgian embassy in Stockholm180 and from Neeltje 
Blok's father. Major Frykman, the former leader of the 
“White Busses”, wrote Hellquist181 and Hellquist 
replied182 that he had given his details to pastor H. or 
to the forwarder Carl Grader. Hellquist did write to 
pastor H. but received no reply. Probably the corpses 
which arrived in Lübeck were handed over to the 
forwarder without a name and were buried nameless 
in Lübeck at the Vorwerker cemetery. It is obvious 
that the Swedish church was involved with the 
funeral. The Swedish church (seamen's mission) in 
Lübeck ended its activities in 1968, but the 
organization in Sweden that run  the church is still 
fully alive and the documentation of the church in 
Lübeck in the State Archives in Uppsala is quite 
complete. The organisation - the "Evangeliska 
Fosterland Stiftelsen"183 - was very helpful but 
unfortunately without result. In 2017 the historian 
himself examined the archive in Uppsala but also he 
could not find anything about "our women". After a 
subsequent investigation myself of an archive of the 
                                                            
180 Letter of the Belgian embassy in Stockholm tot the Swedish Red Cross dated 06-08-
1945 in Riksarkiv Arninge 
181 A.o. letter dated 24-10-1945 in Riksarkiv Arninge 
182 Letter dated 22-09-1945 in Riksarkiv Arninge 
183 An foundation in the Swedish lutheran church with a long tradition in mission 
overseas  

Swedish Red Cross in the State Archives in Arninge 
near Stockholm, the impression arises that tasks in the 
Swedish Church in Lübeck were divided between two 
persons, one of whom was more concerned about "our 
women" than the other. One person who cared very 
much about his church, the Swedish refugees and later 
starving German children. The other person, 
Kyrkoherde Hellquist, who came from Danzig and 
helped both his own people and those coming from 
the concentration camps, but left Lübeck on 28 April 
1945.  

On the other hand, the largely unsuccessful search for 
what happened to the deceased Dutch women has 
yielded so far unknown data about victims from other 
countries and about the rescue operation in general. 
On the basis of data from Danish hospitals, Danish 
church books and other sources, a list has been 
compiled of 44 people who died during or in 
connection with the Bernadotte operation. Some as a 
result of the air attacks, but most as a result of the 
hardships in the concentration camp. Of the Dutch 
women from Ravensbrück, Johanna de Vries, Maria 
Broerse, Henriette de Boer (??), Johanna H. Huisman 
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and Magdalena L. Verbrugge died after their arrival in 
Sweden184. 

Friendly Fire 
It is generally assumed that Britisch pilots attacked 
the White buses. However, a few eyewitnesses 
mention American planes. Just at the time of the 
evacuation from Ravensbrück, the problem of the air 
attacks culminated. The Danes who had been 
travelling in Germany with their vehicles since the 
beginning of December 1944, following instructions 
of the Allies, first painted their vehicles white and 
marked them with a red cross and the Danish flag on 
11 March 1945185. Already before the transports from 
Ravensbrück, the White Buses had been harassed and 
attacked by Allied pilots, but until then with less 
serious consequences. The Swedish Red Cross 
reported 16 vehicles attacked between 18 and 25 April 
1945186. In response to the attacks at Schwerin, 
Wismar and Plön, the International Red Cross 
threatened to stop deliveries of parcels to allied 
prisoners of war in northern Germany and the 

                                                            
184 Oorlogsgravenstichting and NIOD 250k – 545, Henriette de Boer is not listed by the  
Oorlogsgravenstichting 
185 Bjarne Jensen in Sådan kom de hjem 
186 Bomber over Danmark 

Swedish Ministry of Foreign Affairs protested at the 
English and American embassies in Stockholm. As a 
result, the American general Eisenhower issued a 
communiqué forbidding the pilots of the 8th. Airforce 
to attack vehicles and personnel on roads near Wismar 
and Schwerin187. The reply of the English embassy 
mentions a telegram dated 19 April 1945. The 
embassy stated that various Air Commands were 
aware of the actions of the White Buses and had been 
asked to exercise all possible care; however, it was 
irresponsible, in order to prevent such accidents, to 
end their air operations in the area of the Red Cross 
transports now that the Allied troops were 
advancing188. At the time of the transports from 
Ravensbrück the English reached the Elbe. On the 
roads north of the Elbe German convoys moved 
reinforcements, supplies and ammunition. It is almost 
certain that the Wehrmacht abused the emblem of the 
Red Cross in the last days of the war. The Danish 
doctor Roesdah189l writes that at the end of the war the 
abuse of the Red Cross emblem increased to such an 
extent that Kaufmann, the Gauleiter (Political leader) 
                                                            
187 Britain and the ICRC 
188 Correspondence between Hugo Tamm, Utrikesdepartementet en Mr. Labouchere, 
British Legation, from Statsarkiv 
189 Harald Roesdahls redegørelse, Archive Frihedsmuseet 
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of Hamburg, brought this up in the newspapers and on 
the radio. Admittedly, not only the Wehrmacht abused 
Red Cross cars. Pontoppidan Sørensen, the Danish 
participant in the Action White Buses, describes how 
a German officer raged against two Danes standing 
against the wall. The two had used a Red Cross car to 
transport ammunition for railway sabotage190.  
Dutch eyewitness report about the shelling, almost 
always mention that Wehrmacht cars had sought 
shelter between the White Buses. However, there is 
not such evidence for the attacks at Schwerin and 
Wismar, but there is evidence for the attack at Plön. 
The German newspaper191 report refers to an air raid 
on 18 vehicles while the convoy of the Swedish 
lieutenant Löthman consisted of about 5 buses. 
Unfortunately, pilots can hardly distinguish friend and 
foe at flight speeds of 600 km/hour and not all "White 
Buses" were clearly marked. A report192 of the ICRC 
(International Red Cross) from Lübeck of 22 May 
1945 to the head office in Geneva mentions (Paul de 
Blonay?) the accidents at Schwerin and Wismar in 
which the ICRC trucks were hit. The author believes 

                                                            
190 Mine erindringer fra 2. Verdenskrig, Archief Frihedsmuseet. 
191 Anzeiger für den Landkreis Eutin dd 28/29 April 1945 
192 Rapport de la Délégation du Comité International de la Croix-Rouge Genève, G44/S 

that the markings on the cars were inadequate in an 
area where air attacks took place. According to him, 
the signs on the roofs of the trucks should have been 
repainted regularly. He had ordered paint, but it had 
not arrived. That the pilots did not attack the Red 
Cross cars on purpose is for him proofed by the fact 
that German cars were attacked until they were on 
fire, but that this had not been the case with the ICRC 
cars. When Dr Arnoldsson picked up the seriously 
injured Lieutenant Hallquist in Schwerin end of April 
1945, approximately 100 patients a day were admitted 
to that hospital alone with injuries from air attacks. At 
that time there were numerous field hospitals in 
Schwerin next to the existing hospitals. 

The transports from Ravensbrück 
Following is a description of the transports from 
Ravensbrück to Sweden on basis of material from 
various sources. Starting point was a summary from a 
study of the Swedish Red Cross published in year 
2000193. In spite of the few days in which the 
evacuation took place, it was not possible to 
accurately determine the number and composition of 
                                                            
193 Specifikation över antal räddade/transporterade med de Vita bussarna by Agneta 
Greayer en Sonja Sjöstrand 
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those rescued. The evacuation of the non-
Scandinavian women from Ravensbrück to Sweden 
took place between 22 April and 25 April 1945 and 
the arrival in Sweden largely between 26 April and 2 
May 1945. The available numbers of transport from 
Ravensbrück, arrival at the Danish border, further 
transport and arrival in Sweden are hard to match.   
During the hurried evacuation from the concentration 
camp, no transport lists were compiled. There are 
figures from the Danish border of passengers the 
Danes sent by train to Sweden and the women were 
registered at arrival in Sweden. The Swedish state 
archives in Lund keep several cubic meters of cards 
with the data of the rescued prisoners arrived in 
Sweden. The cards are sorted alphabetically and are 
very suitable for collecting details about a particular 
person, but not for searching by category or date of 
arrival.   
The so-called "Lund Datei" of the Neuengamme 
Memorial, a database in MS Access format, is based 
on scans of the card file in Lund. However, this 
impressive database is not complete and occasionally 
differs from the arrival data from the Malmö 
Stadsarkiv (municipal archive). 

The passenger lists with arrival Malmö from the 
Malmö Stadsarkiv turned out to contain the most 
reliable data. A new database with the names and 
basic particulars of the women from Ravensbrück and 
Hamburg arrived in Sweden is forthcoming.  

The research  
There are several stories and reports about the same 
event but if one author does not mention the other 
(Nielsen/Löthman, Pontoppidan Sørensen/Roesdahl 
and Arnoldsson/de Blonay) it is difficult to determine 
whether it really is the same event.  
The reliability of the reports of some survivors is 
questionable. Occurrences are described that cannot 
be right. As a result of the hardship from the 
concentration camp, many survivors travelled to 
Sweden in a state of reduced perception. Especially 
the late interviews are often mixed with fragments of 
testimonies from other survivors or distorted by 
traumatic experience. Chronology and events in the 
story of Tineke van Iperen in the newspaper TROUW 
of 2 May 1990 do not fit into any of the possible 
routes taken by the women after the convoy of 
Hallquist was attacked and fell apart. The most 
incomprehensible version comes from "Als fiele ein 
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Sonnenschein in meine einsame Zelle" by the 
Luxembourgian Yvonne Useldinger. She belonged to 
the group that was attacked in Wismar. In several 
interviews she refers to the trip to Sweden and the 
accident at Wismar. Her story differs from the others 
and it seems as if fragments from the other accidents 
mixed with the memories of Yvonne Useldinger. 
Kathrin Mess has written a book with material from 
this diary and from the interviews with Yvonne 
Useldinger. The number of sources indicated shows 
that Kathrin Mess has done extensive research, but the 
book contains, at least as far as the trip to Sweden is 
concerned, a number of errors that cannot be 
attributed to Yvonne Useldinger alone194.  
It is certain that Roosje Glaser arrived in Malmö 
together with the women from Hamburg. However, 
her description195 of the transport from Hamburg to 
Sweden differs considerably from the other stories 
about this trip.  

                                                            
194 The Luxembourger Marguerite Thies and her sister-in-law Helene Thies did not die 
in Wismar; they died three days earlier in a traffic accident on their way to 
Ravensbrück. The story of To Stoltz is attributed to Aat Breur; however, she stayed 
behind in Ravensbrück to care for sick comrades. 
195 Dansen met de vijand. 

French women via Switzerland to France 
The first evacuation was by the ICRC: 299 French and 
one Polish woman left Ravensbrück 5 April 1945 and 
were brought by ICRC trucks to Switzerland and from 
there by train to France196. This came about by an 
exchange: in France 454 German civilian internees 
were released197.

 
French women on their way to Switzerland. From the photo 
archive of the ICRC  

                                                            
196 Dokumentation über die Tätigkeit des Intern. Komitees vom Roten Kreuz zu 
Gunsten der in den deutschen Konzentrationslagern inhaftierten Zivilpersonen (1939-
1945) 
197 The ICRC and the detainees in Nazi concentration camps, Sebastian Farre 
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The French women were in a bad shape. Almost four 
months after their return to France, 28 of them had 
already died198. The ICRC's experience with the 
condition of these women led to restraint in the event 
of further long-distance evacuation with trucks199.  

Scandinavian women to Sweden 
As part of the Action Bernadotte, the Scandinavian 
women left Ravensbrück on 8 April 1945. The 
transport with a convoy of eight200 Swedish buses was 
led by the Swedish lieutenant Löthman. On the way to 
Ravensbrück Löthman had brought 5000 
"Svenskpakker" (parcels of the Swedish Red Cross) 
and sanitary towels for the French women in 
Ravensbrück201. According to the transport list202 74 
Norwegian, 24 Danish203 and 2 French women were 
taken along204. The convoy of Löthman took the 
women to Padborg and returned the next morning to 
Friedrichsruh (near Hamburg). The convoy arrived in 
Padborg in the night from 8 to 9 April. After a meal at 
                                                            
198 ACIRC G 44/R-216.02 dated 20-7-1945 
199 See also chapter The International Red Cross  
200 Krigsdagbok Herbert Röhstö  
201 De vita bussarna, Åke Svenson 2007 
202 Copy of the original transport list in Malmö Stadsarkiv under F7-11. 
203 One name of the 24, Kony Bjerg-Jensen, is crossed out. 
204 The countesses Amalia de Rambuteau and Tatiana de Fleurien 

the border, the women were taken by Danish buses to 
Sweden. The Norwegian survivor of Ravensbrück, 
Lise Børsum, wrote a charming memo about this 
transport from Ravensbrück to Sweden205. In Sweden, 
the 74 Norwegian women from Ravensbrück were 
united with 16 Norwegian women from Mauthausen. 
These were 16 of the 18 Norwegian women who had 
been sent from Ravensbrück to Mauthausen at the 
beginning of March 1945. The 16 were picked up at 
the beginning of April 1945 with a transport of the 
White Buses from Mauthausen and came to Sweden 
via Hamburg-Wandsbek206.  

Ambulance transport of French women by 
Arnoldsson  
On 22 April doctor Arnoldsson and Ankarcrona207 
went with 15(?) Danish ambulances from 
Friedrichsruh to Ravensbrück208. After collecting the 
sick in Ravensbrück, the convoy drove back in the 
afternoon and arrived Lübeck that same day. 
Arnoldsson drove ahead in his car to herald in Lübeck 
the big news from Ravensbrück, i.e. that camp 
                                                            
205 „DE HVITE BUSSENE“ in the possession of Lise Børsum 
206 Interview with Sten Olsson, Exposition Neuengamme Memorial 
207 The Swedish officer Victor Ankarcrona, liaison officer in Ravensbrück (from Vi åker 
till Sverige).  
208 Natt och Dimma 
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commander Suhren had requested to evacuate many 
more women from Ravensbrück209.  
Pontoppidan Sørensen led the convoy from Lübeck to 
Denmark with doctor Per Lous210. The number of 
vehicles is indicated by Arnoldsson as 15 and by 
Pontoppidan Sørensen and Per Lous as 10. The 
number of women transported also varies: from about 
200 by Arnoldsson, 120 by Pontoppidan Sørensen and 
Per Lous to 112 by Kjerulf-Jensen. At about 11 
o'clock the next day, on April 23rd, the first cars 
arrive in Padborg. The Danish ambulances were made 
for 6 lying patients. Even with 15 vehicles, 200 
passengers seem to be on the high side. Let us stay 
with the 112 passengers as counted by Kjerulf-Jensen. 
These ambulances were from the Danish CBU211 and 
were driven by their drivers and were manned by 
Danish nurses. Per Lous mentions a nurse named 
Abrahams.  

                                                            
209 The breakthrough of the negotations of 21 april reached Ravensbrück on 22 april, 
see chapter The Rescue 
210 Dagbog E.Pontoppidan Sörensen 33-40.  
211 „Civilbeskyttelsens Udrykningskolonne” 

The 1st tour of lieutenant Svenson and captain 
Folke.   
Åke Svenson drove about 10 (real) White Buses to 
Ravensbrück and left Padborg in the early morning of 
22 April. In Lübeck the convoy was merged with 
about 10 White Buses of Captain Folke. The whole 
convoy stayed that night in Ravensbrück and left the 
concentration camp in the early morning of 23 April 
with about 780 mainly French women212. In the 
evening of the 23rd of April the buses reached the 
Danish border. Shortly after arrival, two women from 
the transport in the quarantine station of Kruså213 died 
of exhaustion214. The next day the transport was to 
continue by train to Sweden, but this was delayed by a 
railway strike. According to the registration in 
Malmö, the majority of the French women arrived in 
Malmö on 26 April. The book "Sådan kom de 
hjem"215 mentions that, as a result of the railway 
strike, the women were taken to the "north" by 
'regular' coaches. 

                                                            
212 According the passenger lists F7:10 Malmö Stadsarkiv, they were 610 French, 168 
Polish, 1 British and 1 Zwiss  
213 Telefonbesked fra Johs.Holm, Karantaenestationen i Krusaa. Modtaget den 
25.April 1945 ca. Kl. 10:30 af Fuldmaegt Svend Hansen [22-4] 
214 Alice Roussat en Rosa Schwaller 
215 Sådan kom de hjem 1945 Kjerulf-Jensen, Trier Mørch 
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The transports of lieutenant Hallquist and 
Pontoppidan Sørensen   
The transport with the approximately 15 trucks of the 
ICRC led by Hallquist and the 6 ambulances of 
Pontoppidan Sørensen ought to be seen as 
combination. They almost arrived and left 
Ravensbrück at the same time. The ambulances took 
the sick and the ICRC trucks the rest of the women. 
Doctor Arnoldsson had instructed the camp 
commander of Ravensbrück to release 800 prisoners 
for transport and according to Arnoldsson, Suhren had 
accordingly lined up 800 women for transoport216. 
The women in the transport of Hallquist experienced 
the above described air attacks at Schwerin, Wismar 
and Plön.  
The convoys of Hallquist and Pontoppidan Sørensen 
left Ravensbrück late in the evening of 24 April. 
Hallquist with about 700 women in 15217 ICRC trucks 
and his own truck (trucks?) and Pontoppidan Sørensen 
with 74 women in 6 ambulances218. Erik Pontoppidan 
Sørensen, a Danish engineer, led the convoy of the 
Danish ambulances. Pontoppidan Sørensen carried 
                                                            
216 Natt och Dimma Arnoldsson 
217 Löjtnant Hallquists dagbok 
218 6 ambulances, one car and one truck. With drivers, the nurses Kröyer and Wölk 
and the docters Krebs and Lous. 

both lying and seated patients in his ambulances, 
which normally accommodated six lying passengers. 
Hallquist's vehicles contained each approximately 50 
women; i.e., there was not enough space to sit down 
for all at the same time. They had to stand and sit in 
shifts. The following is known about the number and 
composition of the passengers: 
- In 'Vi åker till Sverige' by Sune Persson on page 374 
it says: 'Together they were 706 French, Belgian, 
Dutch and Polish women'. It is added that they had to 
leave behind 90 women who were taken along by 
Svenson the next day. This included some Dutch 
women. At least Jenneke Romkes219 and Trudy Storm.  
- Per Lous220 writes that they took as many as possible 
in their ambulances and even transported 19 women 
in one vehicle. 
- According to the research by Sonja Sjöstrand and 
Agneta Greayer221 706 women were taken in the 
trucks and 6 x 19 = 114 in the Danish ambulances. 
The figure of 114 is too high since also lying patients 
were transported.  

                                                            
219 Cel 383, zing nog eens 
220 Sådan kom de hjem 
221 According ”Bilaga - Specifikation över antal räddade/transporterade med de Vita 
bussarna” by Agneta Greayer en Sonja Sjöstrand, Hallquist transported 706 women 
and  P.Sørensen 114.   
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- According to "...als fiele ein Sonnenschein in meine 
einsame Zelle", page 195, there were 528 women 
from Luxembourg, Belgium and the Netherlands in 
the transport of Hallquist. 
- Mrs. Liemburg van Egteren: "The 200 [Dutch] who 
had survived of about 800"222.   
- To Stolz223: "about 400 Dutch, Belgian and 
Luxembourgian women and as many Polish women".  
During these days, women from evacuated camps in 
the east constantly arrived in Ravensbrück. A 
transport of young Polish Jewesses, who had arrived 
in the camp the same morning224, were sent by the 
camp commander along to Sweden. Presumably we 
have to add the unknown number of Jewesses to the 
already counted 800 women and subtract the 90 who 
stayed behind. The women in the column of Hallquist 
and the 450 or so women from the Malchow outer 
camp as well as the 1000 or so women from the 
second tour of Svenson all arrived in Sweden at the 
same time. This makes it difficult to determine the 
number and nationality of the women in the Hallquist 

                                                            
222  NIOD 250k-589 c[18]8 
223 Een verborgen herinnering by Dunya Breur 
224 „Elke stap een stap verder van de hel“ J.V. NIOD 250k-589. 

column on the basis of passenger lists from the 
Malmö city archives.  

De various routes of the survivors from the convoy 
of Hallquist 
So far the literature of  the White Buses suggests that 
the Swedish transport leader Lieutenant Rune 
Löthman came to the rescue of the crashed at 
Schwerin and Wismar, took over the remains of the 
original transport from Hallquist which was then 
again attacked by low flying fighter planes at Plön. 
Further investigation shows that Löthman transported 
no more than 300 women from Hallquist's transport to 
Denmark. Hallquist's convoy, which had already been 
divided into at least two groups before the shelling at 
Schwerin and Wismar, subsequently arrived in 
smaller units in Lübeck and its passengers were 
transported from Lübeck in several groups to 
Denmark. Presumably only 2 of the 15 trucks of the 
Hallquist convoy took the route via Wismar225. These 
are the 2 that crashed at Wismar and were unable to 
continue their journey. Per Lous brought these women 
to Denmark. Pontoppidan Sørensen together with 
Roesdahl and Löthman transported the women from 
                                                            
225 Sådan kom de hjem, Per Lous, Pag. 127 „disse 2 vogne var kørt over Wismar“ 



57  
1945 Destination Sweden, rescued from Ravensbrück and Hamburg, Jan van Ommen, 17-4-2020 

Hallquist to Denmark who came from Schwerin to 
Lübeck. In his convoy Pontoppidan Sørensen also had 
the approximately 80 women of the six ambulances. 
Pontoppidan Sørensen believes to have brought 500 
women from Hallquist to Denmark. Löthman seems 
to have taken about 200 to 300 women along to 
Denmark. Together they can have had no more than 
600 women from Hallquist's trucks and about 100 
from Pontoppidan Sørensen's ambulances.  
To start with the women stranded at Wismar. Per 
Lous drove with two buses from Lübeck back to 
Wismar to pick up the 110226 women left behind in a 
barn and three dead. Stopping at the hospital in 
Wismar he learned that one more woman had died. 
This group, now with four dead, reached Lübeck 
between 3 and 4 four o'clock the next morning (26 
April). The dead were handed over to the Swedish 
church and the group received a hot meal in front of 
the church. Later that day, the two buses continued 
their journey to Denmark. Apparently without greater 
difficulties. What time Per Lous left Lübeck and 
arrived in Padborg is not noted. We only know that he 
arrived in Lübeck on 26 April at about 3 a.m. and left 

                                                            
226 Some sources say 100.  

from Padborg the next day at the same time with 
Pontoppidan Sørensen to pick up wounded people in 
Germany. When Per Lous with P. Sørensen arrived in 
Lübeck on the evening of 25 April from Wismar, the 
vehicles of the Löthman convoy were already on the 
outskirts of Lübeck. So the two buses mentioned by 
Per Lous were probably from the Löthman convoy. 
Because Per Lous was a doctor and not a driver, 
Löthman must have lent four of his men and two of 
his buses, so that Per Lous's journey can be seen as a 
rescue operation by Löthman. Moreover, B. Nielsen 
drove an ambulance to Schwerin, see the previous part 
"Schwerin".  
- After the first aid at Wismar on 25 April 1945 the 
convoy with the 6 ambulances from Pontoppidan 
Sørensen reached Lübeck at about 18 hours where 
they were having dinner at the Swedish church. In 
Lübeck P. Sørensen got to look after a part of the 
convoy of Hallquist227. He himself writes "the rest of 
the convoy of Hallquist" but also mentions that he 
arrived in Padborg with about 500 Dutch, Belgian, 
French and Polish women228. Melin, when he 
mentions the arrival of Pontoppidan Sørensen in 
                                                            
227 Erindringen-Til Ravensbrück efter syge kvinder  E.Pontoppidan Sörensen 33-11.806 
228 Also confirmed by “Telefonsamtal med Frykman in Ir Melins Papper” 
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Padborg229, speaks from about 500 women plus 6 
ambulances. The women stranded at Schwerin were 
probably brought to Denmark by Löthman. The others 
who had reached Lübeck from Schwerin's by 
themselves went to Denmark in the evening of April 
25th with Pontoppidan Sørensen and Roesdahl. After 
the break in Lübeck the enlarged convoy of 
Pontoppidan Sørensen and Roesdahl continued that 
same evening, April 25th. At Neumünster, P. 
Sørensen and J.A.V. Jensen had to crawl under one of 
the ICRC trucks to release a jammed cardan brake, 
just when the city was being bombed. One of the 
bombs exploded so close that both men were pressed 
against the bottom of the truck by the air pressure and 
the women in the car panicked. As far as we know, 
they reached Denmark without any further incidents, 
at about one o'clock in the night of the 25th to the 
26th of April. It is not clear why there were at least 
two ICRC trucks in the convoy from Pontoppidan 
Sørensen and Roesdahl. After all, in (near) Lübeck 
there were enough Danish vehicles in the Löthman 
convoy. Transport of the women from Ravensbrück 

                                                            
229 Melins Papper: Telefonsamtale med major Fryckman, Lübeck 26.4.45 Kl. 1 i nat 

with the ICRC vehicles further than Lübeck was not 
intended.  
- In his memoirs, the above-mentioned Danish doctor 
Roesdahl230 also writes that he was ordered to 'bring 
the rest home', while another part of Löthman's 
convoy set off to help the people who had crashed in 
Schwerin. At the same time the above mentioned 
convoy from Pontoppidan Sørensen drove to 
Denmark. Roesdahl and Pontoppidan Sørensen don't 
mention each other but they must have transported the 
above mentioned women together. We may assume 
that Pontoppidan Sørensen acted as leader of the 
convoy - Roesdahl was a doctor, not a transport 
leader. Pontoppidan Sørensen seems to have been 
driving all night and arrived in Padborg before 
Roesdahl. Pontoppidan Sørensen was in a hurry to get 
his patients to a hospital and he could also drive faster 
than Roesdahl's Danish cars that ran on gas 
generators. Roesdahl describes his passengers as: one 
bus full of French noblewomen, one with Polish 
Jewesses and one with Dutch women. The women 
were in a miserable condition and so skinny that 50 to 
60 could be fit in a refrigerated car231. They spent the 
night in a forest near Eckernförde and reached 
Denmark in the morning of 26 April. Roesdahl 
describes an elderly Dutch woman who meets her 
                                                            
230 Roesdahl "Redegörelse"? Nationalmuseet 33-6, XV 
231 Cars to transport fish 
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daughter at the border in Krusaa shortly before she 
dies of exhaustion. The daughter had been in various 
concentration camps for several years. The encounter 
came about because of the unusual name of mother 
and daughter232. Roesdahl's description of the women 
fits the characteristics of the women in Hallquist's 
convoy. In the report of a telephone call233 at the 
border the arrival of Pontoppidan Sørensen is 
mentioned with the addition that there are still several 
cars on the way. 
  
Löthman’s convoy 
On 8 April 1945 Löthman had taken along the 
approximately 100 Scandinavian women from 
Ravensbrück who arrived in Sweden on 10 April234. 
He then took part in the evacuation of Danish Jews 
from Theresienstadt with a convoy of (real) Swedish 
White Buses that left Lübeck on 12 April 1945 and 
returned to Lübeck on 16 April. After the transport of 
the Scandinavian prisoners in the Neuengamme 
concentration camp to Denmark and Sweden, 
Löthman was on 22 April 1945 assigned the 
command of a convoy of Danish vehicles. According 

                                                            
232 No reference found. Not found in the death registry of the community Bov. 
233 Telefonmeldelse den 26. April 1945. kl.2,45 fra Seketaer Bjarne Paulson, 
234 De vita busserna, Åke Svenson 2007 

to the Danish doctor Roesdahl235 this convoy 
consisted of a large number of buses, fish cars and 
ambulances. This convoy first collected the last 
Scandinavian prisoners who remained in prisons in 
Northern Germany and brought them to Denmark236. 
The convoy returned to Padborg on 24 April and left 
early on 25 April to pick up about 1000 people in 
Lübeck237. Probably Löthman was to transfer the 
approximately 1000 passengers from Svenson's 
second Ravensbrück trip from Lübeck to Padborg, so 
that Svenson could drive again from Lübeck to 
Ravensbrück. This further trip was however cancelled 
due to the shelling at Schwerin and Wismar. The 
approximately 1000 people of the second 
Ravensbrück tour from Svenson had reached Lübeck 
in the morning of 26 April and then drove on to 
Padborg. The day before, on 25 April, Löthman's 
convoy had stopped in the afternoon in a forest north 
of Lübeck238 and Löthman and Roesdahl had gone to 
the Swedish consulate in Lübeck where they met 
Major Frykman and Hans Arnoldsson239. According 

                                                            
235 Harald Roesdahl "Redegörelse"? Nationalmuseet 33-6, XV 
236 De vita busserna, Åke Svenson 2007 and diary of Margareta Björcke 
237Telefonrapporter 33-6 XI  Finn Nielsen 
238 Bad Schwartau? 
239Roesdahl "Redegörelse"? Nationalmuseet 33-6, XV  
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to the previously mentioned telephone report, a rescue 
expedition left Lübeck at 19:00 hours240, probably that 
was the trip of Per Lous with two buses to Wismar.  
The next morning, 26 April, Löthman set off for 
Denmark with 200 to 300 women - see the chapter 
"Plön". These were most probably the women from 
the convoy of Hallquist who were shot at near 
Schwerin. Some women from Malchow could also 
have been brought by Löthman from Lübeck to 
Denmark, see next chapter. From the announcements 
of the Dutch women Mrs. Liemburg van Egteren and 
Dit Kuyvenhoven241 it seems that they were in the 
convoy of Hallquist and in the convoy of Löthman 
who was attacked near Plön. According to reports of 
telephone conversations between Major Frykman in 
Lübeck and Secretary Paulson in Padborg242, the 
convoy led by Löthman left Lübeck for Denmark on 
the morning of 26 April at 8:30 a.m. 243. The 
composition of the convoy is described by B. 
Nielsen244 as: five (Danish) buses, one ambulance, 
one passenger car, one truck with dead people and 
                                                            
240 Telefonmeddelande från Friedrichsruh[?] [more likely Lübeck] den 25 april kl.1915 
(KMBT 36…00) Riksarkivet Stockholm 
241 NIOD 250k-591 
242 Ir Melins Papper, archiv RK Stockholm 
243 Ir Melins Papper, Telefonsamtal med Frykman 
244 Report CBer B.Nielsen out of Bomber over Danmark, Henrik Skov Kristensen 

two motorcycles. There is no doubt that the dead were 
taken from Plön to Denmark, but apart from the 
Swedish driver Ringman who Nielsen carried on the 
roof of his ambulance, it is unlikely that dead people 
were transported from Lübeck to Denmark. According 
to Frykman's announcement to Paulson, there were 
300 women in seven buses. After Löthman's convoy 
was attacked at the Dodauer Forst between Eutin and 
Plön, they reached Padborg in the morning of 27 
April. 

Women from the satelite concentration camp AL 
Malchow   
On Thursday morning April 26th at 9:30 am the 
Swedish Major Frykman in Lübeck informed the 
Dane Paulson in Padborg that another 3 to 4 trucks of 
the ICRC with 100 to 200 women are on their way. 
Padborg is requested to provide transport in case the 
ICRC trucks cannot cross the border. In addition, the 
ICRC trucks are allowed to load a stock of milk 
powder ("vælingpulver")245 and food parcels from the 
Danes' warehouse. This is intended for the care of 
prisoners of war in Germany246. Little is known about 
                                                            
245 Flour powder, actually for porridge to feed infants, has done wonders for the 
rescued women. 
246 Ir Melins Papper 
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the women from the Malchow and Neubrandenburg 
satellite camps who were liberated at the last minute. 
Information is mainly found in the reports of Polish 
women published on the website "Witnessing 
Genocide" of Lund University in Sweden. We owe 
these witness statements to Zygmunt Lakocinski. The 
Polish Lakocinski was a professor in Lund at the time 
the women arrived in Sweden. In the testimonies of 
the women who stayed in Malchow, different values 
are mentioned for the number that came to Sweden. 
Gustawa Kaplan talks about 300 and Rozalia 
Goldband about 500 women. Franz Göring247 reports 
that 450 Jewesses from Malchow were brought to 
Sweden. Let us assume that 450 women from 
Malchow reached Sweden248. The 10 trucks 
mentioned below were able to transport 450 women.  
A publication249 by the "International Committee of 
the Red Cross" describes a convoy of 16 ICRC 
vehicles which left Lübeck on 24 April with parcels 
for the POW camp Altengrabow and on the way back 
took the sick from the Arbeitslager (AL) Malchow to 
Lübeck. According to Rozalia Goldband, on the 
                                                            
247 Eidesstattliche Versicherung F.Göring IMT, Fall XI Schellenberg-Dokument Nr.40    
248 See previous The various routes of the survivors from the convoy of Hallquist 
249 Dokumentation über die Tätigkeit des Intern. Komitees vom Roten Kreuz zugunsten 
der in den deutschen Konzentrationslagern inhaftierten Zivilpersonen (1939-1945) 

morning of 25 April a Red Cross car appeared in 
Malchow with a German who requested a list of 
names of Polish women. Subsequently, in the evening 
ten Red Cross trucks appeared, packed with parcels250. 
Those parcels, however, disappeared to the camp 
elite. Because of the danger of the airplanes the trucks 
were parked under the trees. After an exciting night, 
the Polish women set off for Denmark in the early 
morning of April 26th. The women entered the trucks 
comparatively at ease: they had been ordered to 
remove their prison number and identification from 
their clothes. The French, Hungarian, Czech and 
German women were not selected for Sweden and had 
to stay behind251.   
 
In Lübeck they had a break. Quoting Rozalia 
Goldband: “We arrived at Lübeck, where we were 
given a very nice reception before continuing on to 
Denmark aboard the same vehicles. The reception was 
such that we couldn’t believe we were still in the 
same world”. Note that the above mentioned 
telephone call between Lübeck and Padborg reports 3 

                                                            
250 The cars had just delivered hard needed parcels in the POW camp Altengrabow, 
they could not be jam-packed. 
251Cecylia Skorecka  
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or 4 trucks to arrive at the Danish border, not 10. The 
ICRC must have needed the cars in Lübeck itself, and 
after all there were enough Danish buses in Lübeck. 
Löthman left Lübeck approx. at the same when the 
women from Malchow arrived in Lübeck, he may 
have taken some of the women from Malchow. We 
can assume that they travelled by train from Padborg 
to Copenhagen, but it is not clear from the witness 
statements. Not even when they arrived in Padborg. 
Some women from Malchow seem to have ended up 
in a bombardment between Lübeck and Denmark. 
Gustawa Kaplan reports 5 dead. According to Cecylia 
Skorecka they had to leave the cars several times to 
take cover. She speaks of 'in the dark'. This suggests 
that they didn’t arrive Denmark before 27 April, in the 
course of the morning. This could mean that Kaplan 
and Skorecka travelled with Löthman.  

The 2nd tour by lieutenant Svenson  
The convoy of Åke Svenson, which arrived in 
Padborg with the French women in the late evening of 
April 23rd, set off again for Ravensbrück in the 
morning of the next day. This was the last trip of the 
Swedish White Buses to a concentration camp. Due to 
the chaos on the roads and frequent air alerts, they 

were unable to reach Ravensbrück on 24 April and 
arrived in Ravensbrück in the early morning of 25 
April. Several women had to be tracked and collected 
inside and outside the camp so that they could only 
leave Ravensbrück at three o'clock in the afternoon. 
The liberated prisoners were mainly Polish women, 
mostly Jewish. But during the search other women 
were also found, with a great variety of nationalities, 
so that some South American, English, American, 
French, Belgian, Czech, Dutch and a Chinese252 
woman were among the passengers. There were also 
about 50253 children, one was born on the way to 
Denmark, and about 20 Dutch and Belgian men were 
smuggled out of the men's camp254. Svenson indicates 
that there were a total of 934255 passengers. In the 
night of 25 April they stayed between Wismar and 
Lübeck, passed Lübeck 26 April at 7:30 in the 
morning and reached the Danish border at 15:45 
without accidents256. 

                                                            
252 Although with French nationality.  
253 30 children according Krigsdagbok Herbert Röhstö and 50 according Svenson 
himself. 
254 De vita bussarna, Åke Svenson 2007. Other sources mention Dutch and Belgian 
men being picked up from the road. 
255 Sune Persson (Vi åker till Sverige) adds 360, however these were a part of the 800 
women from the first transport by Svenson. 
256 Krigsdagbok Herbert Röhstö 
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Summary 
According to the passenger lists of the City Archives 
of Malmö, a total of 3066 women arrived in Malmö 
between 26 and 30 April 1945. This figure is 
somewhat in line with the estimate of the number of 
passengers of the 7 convoys: starting with the 
transport of the sick from Arnoldsson on 22 April to 
the 2nd transport from Svenson that left Ravensbrück 
on 25 April. The total of 3168 passengers in the 
estimate contains a number of men and children who 
are not included in the numbers from the passenger 
lists. 
 

Transport Passengers
Arnoldsson ambulance transport of French 
women 

  200 

Svenson 1   800 
Pontoppidan S.     74 
Hallquist via Wismar   110 
Hallquist via Schwerin   600 
ICRC from Malchow   450 
Svenson 2   934 

Total 3168 

Train transport from Ravensbrück  
On 25 April at 6 o'clock in the evening, a train with 
about 4000257 predominantly non-Jewish Polish 
women left Ravensbrück.  
This transport was accomplished by Franz Göring 
who claims to have persuaded a president of the 
Reichsbahn in Lübeck258. After a chaotic journey the 
train reached Lübeck in the night between 28 and 29 
April and Padborg in the early morning of 30 April. In 
Lübeck three dead and 12 sick women were taken 
from the train259. The convoy of 4 Danish ambulances 
lead by Pontoppidan Sørensen with the wounded from 
Schwerin and Wismar260 was on the way back to 
Denmark. They passed Lübeck in the evening of 28 
April and Per Lous stayed behind with two 
ambulances in await of the train from Ravensbrück. 
At arrival Per Lous inspected the train together with a 
polish nurse who herself was a prisoner in 
Ravensbrück. The train consisted of 56 freight 
wagons of which the last five cars transported the sick 
cared by the polish nurse. It was hard to recognize the 

                                                            
257 According Bilaga - Specifikation över antal räddade, Agneta Greayer and Sonja 
Sjöstrand, 3960 women were counted on arrival in Padborg.   
258 According Strebel there is no evidence for a president of the Reichsbahn in Lübeck   
259 Sådan kom de hjem 
260 See chapter The victims of Wismar 



64  
1945 Destination Sweden, rescued from Ravensbrück and Hamburg, Jan van Ommen, 17-4-2020 

dead from the living and an unpleasant task to select 
the twelve women for which he had space in the two 
ambulances. The three dead seem to be brought to the 
quarantine station at the Danish border and been 
cremated anonym in Kolding. The 12 sick can be 
recognized by the data from the hospital in 
Sønderborg. Three died a few days after arrival in 
Sønderborg and the other stayed several month in the 
hospital in Denmark.  According to the passenger lists 
of the Malmö City Archives 4072, mostly Polish 
women arrived in Malmö on 1st an 2nd May 1945  
 

With captain Ankarcrona from Neubrandenburg  
Arnoldsson261 reports an adventurous journey by the 
Swedish captain262 Ankarcrona to Neubrandenburg, a 
satellite camp of Ravensbrück. He is said to have set 
off with some ICRC trucks about 28 April and 
returned to Lübeck 8 days later with some 200 
women. However, there are a number of statements 
by Polish women263, including Wanda Gryglewska 
and Irena Pfitzner, who definitely were in 
Neubrandenburg and arrived in Trelleborg in Sweden 

                                                            
261 Natt och Dimma 
262 Ryttmästare 
263 Witnessing genocide, Lund 

on 2 May 1945. They had previously arrived in 
Lübeck on 29 April, i.e. one day and not eight days 
after that 28th April. It is not clear why Arnoldsson 
did not observe the arrival of these women from 
Neubrandenburg in Lübeck on 29 April264. 
Ankarcrona and Danziger265 were the last of the 
Action Bernadotte in Ravensbrück. They left 
Ravensbrück on 26 April at 1 pm and arrived the 
same day in Lübeck at 7.30 pm266. Irene Pfitzner 
describes her meeting with Ankarcrona and a German 
officer on the day they were picked up at the last 
minute. There are no further effidence to prove the 
contrary. However, it is more likely that Ankarcrona 
and Danziger had already visited Neubrandenburg 
before that occasion. It was one of the largest satellite 
camps of Ravensbrück and was known to the ICRC 
and those involved in the Action Bernadotte. 
Ankarcrona was the Swedish liaison officer for 
Ravensbrück and Danziger his German escort. They 
arrived in Ravensbrück on 22 April and had ample 
opportunity to visit Neubrandenburg before 28 April. 
On a farewell gathering in Lübeck in the evening of 

                                                            
264 Protocol No. 149 by Irena Pfitzner, Polisch Research Institute, Lund University  
265 a liaison officer of the Gestapo 
266 Krigsdagbok, Bertil Collin 
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27 April, Danziger boasted with a typewriter he had 
brought with him from Neubrandenburg267. The 
farewell gathering evening was on the occasion of the 
Swedes who were to return the next day to Sweden 
with their White Buses. It may be that in Irene 
Pfitzner's memory two meetings with Ankarcrona 
merged into one. It may be assumed that Ankarcrona 
set off for Neubrandenburg on 28 April, in his own 
private car followed by ICRC trucks. Would Danziger 
have accompanied him? For him it was high time to 
escape. He fled to Denmark, was recognised there and 
was finally sentenced to death and executed in France. 
He had been chief of the Gestapo in Marseilles.  
The women left Neubrandenburg late in the evening 
of 28 April. They had intended to leave for Lübeck 
the next morning, but the Russian artillery had already 
come so close that they decided to take the risk of 
travelling at night. On April 30th they boarded the 
Lillie Mathiessen in Lübeck. Most of them were 
women from the Revier of Neubrandenburg. When 
the camp was cleared by the Germans, the sick were 
left behind. Before that, a number of women from 
Neubrandenburg had already been sent to the main 

                                                            
267 "Sådan kom de hjem" 1945 Kjerulf-Jensen, Trier Mørch 

camp Ravensbrück of which some arrived in Sweden 
with the train transport of the 4000 from Ravensbrück. 
It is not clear which and how many women from 
Neubrandenburg came to Trelleborg via Lübeck. 
According the passenger list 208 women arrived in 
Trelleborg268. So far only 40 could be recognized as 
coming from Neubrandenburg. Of the remaining 168 
we have 43 with a Ravensbrück prisoner number. 
 

With the vessels SS Lillie Mathiessen en SS 
Magdalena to Trelleborg 
In the afternoon of 30 April 1945 the Lillie 
Mathiessen and the Magdalena left Lübeck for 
Sweden with former prisoners. Most of the reports 
about this rescue operation come from Swedish media 
and therefore gave the impression that it was a 
Swedish affair. However, it was an ICRC 
(International Red Cross) operation until the ships 
reached Trelleborg. The two Swedish ships were 
charted by the ICRC and the supplies during the 
voyage also came from the ICRC in Lübeck269.  

                                                            
268 See next chapter With the vessels SS Lillie Mathiessen and SS Magdalena to 
Trelleborg 
269 Report E. Jeanfavre Göteborg 7-5-45 
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The Swedes with the White Buses had left Lübeck 
two days earlier, but the Swedish doctors Arnoldsson 
and Stenström and the Norwegian doctor Heger were 
still in Lübeck. The rescue with the two ships to 
Sweden illustrates the problem described in a previous 
chapter The dilemma. Two German officers had 
independently wanted to release prisoners, many more 
than the two ships could carry. Bjørn Heger went with 
trucks from the ICRC in Lübeck to a barn in Sarau, 
north of Lübeck, while Hans Arnoldsson in Lübeck on 
the quay in front of the Thielbek took the selected 
prisoners from the Thielbek270. They were more or 
less selected by the criterion "from France and 
Benelux". Countless Russians and Jews were left 
behind and most probably died later in the Lübecker 
Bucht271. The Thielbek with rudder mechanism out of 
order was dragged from Lübeck to the Lübecker 
Bucht near Neustadt two days after the release of the 
selected prisoners. On 3 May 1945, the Cap Arcona 
and the Thielbek in the Lübecker Bucht were sunk by 
the Royal Airforce.  

                                                            
270 Arnoldsson speaks of the Athen and this has been repeated in several publications. 
However, the Athen was 30 April in the Lübecker Bucht near Neustadt. The Thielbek 
was then still in Lübeck.    
271 Bay of Lübeck 

The newspaper "Trelleborgs Allehanda" of 3 May 
2015 contains an extensive report on the occasion of 
the arrival of the Lillie Mathiessen and Magdalena in 
Trelleborg on 2 May 1945. Apart from a print of the 
article about the arrival from 70 years ago, there are 
interesting interviews with a survivor and family of 
survivors. The newspaper mentions 820 prisoners, 
including 214 women. Some had died during the 
journey. The ICRC gives a number of 806272.  
According to the same newspaper the passengers 
represented 17 different nationalities, including about 
250 Poles, 200 Belgians, 150 Dutch, 10 German "half 
Jewesses", 10 Swiss, 7 Danes, 2 stateless, 4 
Norwegians, two Russians, 1 Englishman, 1 
Canadian, 1 Finn, 1 Romanian, 1 North American, 1 
Spaniard and 1 Luxembourger. About 20 women had 
to be admitted to a hospital in Trelleborg, the others 
were accommodated in Falsterbohus273. 
According to the arrival lists there were 5 Dutch, 3 
Belgian, 1 Luxembourger, 23 French, 7 German, 1 
Austrian, 1 Spanish and 167 Polish women among the 
passengers in Trelleborg. In total 208 women. 
According to Arnoldsson and Polish witnesses there 
                                                            
272 The ICRC and the detainees in Nazi concentration camps, Sebastian Farre 
273  At that time a fashionable beach hotel in Falsterbo, about 20 km south of Malmö. 
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were already some women from Ravensbrück in 
Lübeck before the arrival of the women from 
Neubrandenburg. The Danish doctor Roesdahl274 
describes the women present in Lübeck as a mix of 
prisoners from Ravensbrück, Neubrandenburg and 
Auschwitz. The women were tired and apathetic; only 
a group of Roma women did not seem to have lost 
their spirits. A female Polish doctor (perhaps Irene 
Pfitzner?) told Roesdahl about the sterilization of 
Roma in the camps. The women were under the care 
of Arnoldsson in Lübeck, and the doctor Arnoldsson 
had brought the doctor Roesdahl. Roesdahl was with 
Pontoppidan Sørensen (for the second time) with 
ambulances from Denmark on the way to Schwerin. 
On the way back to Denmark they picked up the 
wounded in Plön275. It was April 30th and Arnoldsson 
urgently had to go to Schwerin to pick up the 
wounded lieutenant Hallquist. Possibly Arnoldsson 
wanted Roesdahl to temporarily replace him during 
his absence as doctor for the women in Lübeck. 
However, Arnoldsson seems to have left Lübeck after 
the embarkation of the women on the Lillie 
Mathiessen.  
                                                            
274 Roesdahl "Redegørelse"? Nationalmuseet 33-6, XV 
275 See The attack at  Plön 

A ship-owner remembers 
Here is a passage from the unpublished memoirs of 
the Swedish ship-owner Sven Salén276, owner of the 
ships Lillie Mathiessen and Magdalena. In order not 
to deprive the Swedish readers of the gorgeous text, 
we leave this untranslated. Some occurrences got 
mixed up, but it mainly concerns the voyage of the 
Lillie Mathiessen and Magdalena with the rescued 
prisoners to Trelleborg. The next chapter describes the 
possibility that Bernadotte was looking for shipping 
space for all the prisoners on the Thielbek, i.e. not 
only for the finally selected 250 men. Here the 
passage with the conversation between Folke 
Bernadotte and Sven Salen: 
När andra världskriget började närma sig sitt slut, 
kom det ett telefonsamtal frän Padborg vid dansk-
tyska gränsen. Det var Folke Bernadotte, som sedan 
länge arbetat på att få rädda överlevande från 
koncentrationslägren ut ur Tyskland. Han frågade 
mig i telefon: "Sven, kan dina båtar ta passagerare?" 
"Nej, det är ju gamla cargo tramps som går med  
gåvopaket."  
" Jo, saken är den att jag har lyckats få passepartout 
för omkring tvåtusen trehundra 
                                                            
276 Sven Gustaf Salén, 1890-1969 
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koncentrationslägerfångar, om jag bara kan skaffa 
fartyg som kan transportera dem." 
"Ja, i sådant fall upphävs ju alla sjölagar. Vi har tre 
mindre båtar inkommande till Lübeck. Jag ska göra 
vad jag kan för att få resan så hygglig som möjligt för 
passagerarna." 
"Ja, de är minsann inte bortskämda. Nu har de stått 
sammanpackade i järnvägsvagn i flera dagar." 
"Men du måste säga till dem att om båten går på en 
mina så, är nog alla förlorade", sade jag. Alla valde 
att ta chansen, och vi lyckades frakta en stor del av 
dessa stackars människor till Trelleborg, där vårt 
svenska Röda kors tog väl hand om dem. Jag undrade 
för mig själv om Himmler kanske gjort detta 
medgivande till Folke Bernadotte då han var 
övertygad om att det inte skulle gå att skaffa 
båtmöjlighet, i synnerhet som man de sista dagarna 
minerat floden Trave ännu kraftigare. Det var 
förvisso ingen angenäm trade för mina besättningar. 
Jag hade givetvis underrättat dem om resans farlighet 
och frågade dem om de var villiga att fortsätta. Alla 
svarade ja. Jag lyckades få en del upplysningar om 
mineringarna, och alla kom som sagt lyckligt till den 
skånska hamnen. 

The disaster in the bay of Lübeck 
There is no connection between the victims of this 
terrible disaster and the prisoners evacuated from 
Ravensbrück. The victims of this tragedy were men 
from concentration camp Neuengamme and men and 
women from concentration camp Stutthof near 
Danzig. The Swedes had largely left Lübeck on 28 
April. The Swedish doctor Arnoldsson277, the 
Norwegian doctor Bjørn Heger, the Swedish captain 
Ankarcrona, and the Norwegian seamen’s priest 
Conrad Vogt-Svendsen were still there. The work of 
the International Red Cross in Lübeck continued as 
usual. The ICRC delegate, Paul de Blonay, was on his 
post in Lübeck. Arnoldsson writes that on 29 May he 
by chance heard that there were prisoners in the port 
of Lübeck. There was an anonymous note pleading for 
help lying at his feet as he walked past the ship 
Thielbek278. Arnoldsson contacted the German 
commanders and was given permission to bring about 
250 of the 2200 prisoners to Sweden. Major Frykman, 
the chief of the Action Bernadotte, was informed the 
same day. He was on his way to Sweden but at that 

                                                            
277 For the sake of the wounded lieutenant Hallquist, hospitalized in a lazaret in 
Schwerin 
278 Arnoldsson thought it was the „Athen“.   
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time still in Padborg. Afterwards, the commander 
aboard the Thielbek requested that all prisoners on his 
ship be taken to Sweden. However, the capacity of the 
two available ships was not up to the task and 
Arnoldsson could only advise the desperate 
commander to wait for the British army279. Thus only 
250, mostly French, Dutch and Belgian prisoners were 
taken off board. A statement by the aforementioned 
Franz Göring gives a different picture of the event280. 
According to him he was called on April 26th by 
Pauly, the commander of Neuengamme, after which 
he came to Lübeck. Pauly was uneasy with prisoners 
on a ship (the Thielbek) in the port of Lübeck and had 
asked if the Swedes could not take over. Pauly 
seemed to know about Franz Göring's relationship 
with the Swedes. Franz Göring considered the rescue 
of the Swedes had come to an end but promised to do 
his best. The next day, May 27th, he went with 
Arnoldsson to the Thielbek. On the quay they were 
met by a member of Pauly's staff who was of the 
opinion that something had to be done quickly. From 
the shore they could see prisoners who could not stand 
upright during the roll-call on deck. According the 
                                                            
279 See MWithe the vessels SS Lillie Mathiessen and SS Magdalena 
280 PRO WO 309-408 

staff member, many of them were no longer able to 
come to the roll-call. Arnoldsson would then have 
promised to try to put prisoners on a Swedish ship. 
Göring concludes his testimony with the assumption 
that a transfer of the prisoners could not anymore be 
accomplished.  
The document PRO WO 309-408 also contains a 
testimony from Count Bernadotte, the leader of the 
Action White Buses, in which he states that he had no 
knowledge of the ships in the Lübecker Bucht.  
The previous chapter contains a telephone 
conversation between the Swedish ship-owner Sven 
Salén, owner of the ships Lillie Mathiessen and 
Magdalena and Folke Bernadotte. Bernadotte was in 
Padborg281 and was looking for ship transport for 
2300 prisoners from concentration camps. At first 
Salén refused: his ships would not be suitable for 
transporting passengers. When Bernadotte described 
the condition of the prisoners, the ship owner was 
persuaded and was prepared to take the prisoners on 
board. Bernadotte indicated that the prisoners in 
question had been packed tightly together in railway 
cargo cars for several days. Although no date was 

                                                            
281 Slutet, Bernadotte 
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given for the conversation, Salén relates the 
conversation with Bernadotte to the above described 
transport with the ships Lillie Mathiessen and  
Magdalena. Bernadotte was briefly in Padborg on 28 
April and left for Copenhagen on 29 April. The train 
transport with the approximately 4000 women from 
Ravensbrück arrived in Lübeck in the night of 28-29 
April. It is not impossible that Bernadotte's request to 
Salén concerns the approximately 4000 women from 
Ravensbrück. Perhaps Bernadotte underestimated the 
capacity of the Danish railways, which eventually 
carried the approximately 4000 and shortly afterwards 
the approximately 2900 from Hamburg, from Padborg 
to Copenhagen. It is more likely, Bernadotte's 2300 
concentration camp prisoners concern the prisoners on 
board the Thielbek. The Swedes in Lübeck already 
knew from 26 April that about 4000 and not 2300 
women were coming and the telephone call does not 
mention women. The prisoners on the Thielbek had 
been in railway cars before boarding the Thielbek.  
Did Arnoldsson on 29 April hear that prisoners were 
on board the Thielbek or was he already 27 April with 
Franz Göring on the quay near the Thielbek? Franz 
Göring may have mistaken the date. Bernadotte was 
briefly in Padborg on 28 April and left for 

Copenhagen on 29 April282. Earlier, Bernadotte was 
also in Padborg on April 22nd and 23rd. At that time 
the transport possibilities for the women of 
Ravensbrück were certainly discussed, but at that time 
there were no prisoners from Ravensbrück packed 
together in train wagons. However, around that time, 
there were prisoners from Neuengamme in railway 
wagons in Lübeck waiting to be loaded onto the cargo 
ships "Thielbek" and "Athen".    
In his book "Med Guds ord i fiendeland283" the 
Norwegian seamen’s priest Conrad Vogt Svendsen 
describes a meeting with 2 Norwegians who knocked 
at the door of the Swedish Consulate in Lübeck on 2 
May 1945. They were survivors from concentration 
camp Stutthof near Danzig. Vogt Svendsen was 
involved in tracking down Scandinavian prisoners 
from the various concentration camps who were 
gathered in Neuengamme with the White Buses and 
were now in Denmark or Sweden. He knew that 271 
Norwegian policemen had been brought to Germany 
and that they could not be found. Now suddenly two 
of them stood in front of him. They had come across 
the Baltic Sea by barge. How they subsequently 
                                                            
282 Slutet, Bernadotte 
283 With the word of God in the country of the enemy 



71  
1945 Destination Sweden, rescued from Ravensbrück and Hamburg, Jan van Ommen, 17-4-2020 

arrived in Lübeck is not known. One of the barges - or 
perhaps both - seems to have docked in the port of 
Travemünde before they entered the Lübecker Bucht 
and ended up there in the tragic event. The same day 
(2 May) Vogt Svendsen reports the British Major 
Harding (Harvey?) the presence of the barges with 
prisoners. Harding confirms that the message has 
arrived the RAF and that they will keep an eye on the 
ships. Vogt Svendsen was at the time not yet aware of 
the presence of the large ships with prisoners in the 
Lübecker Bucht near Neustadt. In the evening he 
celebrates the liberation of Lübeck, together with a.o. 
someone from the International Red Cross. Probably 
Paul de Blonay, who according to the report of Major 
Till284 that day informed the British forces of the 
presence of the large ships with prisoners near 
Neustadt. Vogt Svendsen writes that on the evening of 
May 1st the telephone connection from Lübeck to 
Stockholm was cut off. Meanwhile, Arnoldsson, who 
had driven to Schwerin immediately after the 
embarkation of the women on the Lillie Mathiessen 
on 30 April, returned to Lübeck with the wounded 
Hallquist on the night of 1 to 2 May. The Thielbek 

                                                            
284 De ramp in de Lübecker bocht, S.P.Geertsema 

was towed from the port of Lübeck to be anchored in 
the Lübecker Bucht in front of Neustadt on 2 May and 
was bombed and sunk by British planes on 3 May 
together with other ships, including the Cap Arcona. 

At the hospital in Denmark  
The women injured on the road to Sweden were 
admitted to the hospitals of Åbenrå and Sønderborg in 
southern Denmark285. Together with some of the 
women who were picked up from Ravensbrück with 
the Danish Ambulances286. The list compiled with the 
help of the current administration of hospitals in 
southern Denmark contains 61 names. Starting with 
two Norwegians and a Dane who were wounded 
during an air attack on April 22nd 1945 on their way 
from Neuengamme near Bad-Segeberg. The last four 
who were admitted came from the last train transport 
from Ravensbrück287. Twenty-seven slightly injured 
women were soon able to leave the hospital and 
arrived in Malmö between 27 April and 1 May. Nine 
women died in the hospitals in Åbenrå and 
Sønderborg. Twenty-three women were cared for 

                                                            
285 See e.g. The attack at Wismar  
286 See The transports of lieutenant Hallquist and Pontoppidan Sørensen 
287 See  Traintransport from Ravensbrück 
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longer, the last stayed in Sønderborg until January 8, 
1946. In addition to the already mentioned Maria van 
Ginkel, there were four more Dutch women in the 
Sønderborg State Hospital.  

Those who were left behind in Ravensbrück  
After the last transport to Sweden, the train transport 
on the evening of 25 April 1945, there were still about 
10,000288 women and an unknown number of men in 
Ravensbrück. That same evening289, the ICRC 
delegate Albert de Cocatrix arrived in Ravensbrück 
with a letter from the head of the ICRC delegation for 
Northern Germany, H. Landolt. The letter290 is dated 
25 April 1945, was written in Wagenitz and is 
addressed to the commander291 of the concentration 
camp Ravensbrück. The Cocatrix meets Suhren and 
wishes to speak to Höss to whom he is to hand a 
personal letter from the head of the ICRC chief in 
Berlin. The Obersturmbannführer Höss was at that 
time apparently officially the "Leiter der internen 
Verwaltung der Lager Ravensbrück und 
                                                            
288 Strebel says 12000, Suhren mentions 7000 to be evcuated and 1500 sick to stay.   
289 Report by de Cocatrix published in Dokumentation über die Tätigkeit des Intern. 
Komitees vom Roten Kreuz zugunsten der in den deutschen Konzentrationslagern 
inhaftierten Zivilpersonen (1939-1945) The datums in the report are not correct.  
290 ACIRC G 44/13 - 19.02 
291 Not as de Cocatrix writes „addressed to Höss“ 

Sachsenhausen" but the letter was not addressed 
personally to Höss and Suhren was still the de facto 
commander of Ravensbrück. Höss was not there and 
instead of giving this letter with a clear message to 
Suhren, De Cocatrix engaged himself in a discussion 
with Suhren. Suhren had received the order from 
Himmler to evacuate the camp and according to 
Suhren the Russians would soon be halted. As a 
result, a few thousand prisoners were sent on a 
disastrous march to the west.  
The letter from Landolt which did not reach Höss was 
a clear appeal to the commander of Ravensbrück in 
prompted by the experiences with the brutal 
evacuation of Sachsenhausen shortly before. The text: 
Angesichts der grauenhaften Ausschreitungen der 
Mannschaften und Führer des Konzentrationslagers 
ORANIENBURG292 anlässlich der Evakuation dieses Lagers, 
warne ich Sie im Namen des Internationalen Komitees vom 
Roten Kreuz dringend davor, das Lager Ravensbrück zu 
evakuieren oder irgendetwas zu unternehmen, was das Leben 
und die Gesundheit der Häftlingen weiter gefährdet. 
Vergewissern Sie sich, dass Sie nur durch eine korrekte und 
humanitäre Haltung das Los der Deutschen im Reich und in 
Feindeshand bessern können.         

                                                            
292 Sachsenhausen 
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In view of the grave violence of personnel and staff of 
the concentration camp ORANIENBURG, I urgently 
warn you in the name of the International Committee of 
the Red Cross against evacuating Ravensbrück or to 
carry out anything which threaten the life and health of 
the occupants. 
Please remember that you can only improve the fate of 
the people of Germany in your and your occupied 
territory by a correct and humanitarian conduct.          

One wonders why Landolt sent the 32-year-old Albert 
de Cocatrix to Ravensbrück in this matter. De 
Cocatrix may have been a so called promising young 
man. He made a career at the ICRC. 

  

The last seven years before his retirement Cocatrix 
was head of ITS293 in Bad Arolsen in Germany. 
Not all Dutch prisoners could be taken to Sweden. 
Some were too sick to be transported, others had not 
been reached. The men's camp at Ravensbrück hardly 
benefited from Action Bernadotte. According to data 
from the Stichting Oorlogsgraven294, 12 Dutch 
women and 19 men died in Ravensbrück after 23 
April 1945.  
The NIOD keeps a report about a Dutch military 
patrol that reached camp Ravensbrück on 6 May 
1945. With appendices the report consists of 11 pages. 
In spite of the seriousness of the situation, the 
pedantry of the report is hilarious. Here are the first 
lines for 6 May 1945: 
At 7.45 from "Fünf Eichen" departed with:  
A.     1st Lt. H.E.C. van Ameyden van Duym (cdt) 
1st Lt. van Eekelen in charge of the maintenance of 
the horses and the carriage. 
1st Lt. Hamburger in charge of the maintenance of the 
horses and the carriage. 
1st Lt. Bierman in charge of the maintenance of the 
bicycles. 
                                                            
293 International Tracing Service. At that time an institute of the Red Cross  
294 War Graves Foundation 



74  
1945 Destination Sweden, rescued from Ravensbrück and Hamburg, Jan van Ommen, 17-4-2020 

Off. M.S.D. 3rd class v.d. Graaff : Interpreter 
Midshipman van Leeuwen in charge of keeping the 
diary. 
B.     Carriage with 2 horses. 
C.     Carrying 6 bicycles and provisions. 
From 11.30 to 12.45 we stayed in Neustrelitz to look 
for a farrier and to shoe a horse. Arrived at 
Ravensbrück at 17.15. At ca. 19.00 in Fürstenberg 
and billeted with some Dutch women there.   
 
So far the passage from the report. The Dutch soldiers 
were stationed at the Inter-Allied Camp in 
Neubrandenburg about 45 km north of Ravensbrück. 
The commander of the patrol had a personal reason to 
visit Ravensbrück: his wife had arrived there eight 
months before. However, she had already left 
Ravensbrück to Munich a few weeks later in a group 
of 193 Dutch women295. When the patrol reached 
Ravensbrück, these Munich women had shortly before 
been liberated by the Americans in Wolfratshausen; at 
that time they were in a refugee camp in Föhrenwald. 
After the evacuation by the Germans of camp Vught 
at the beginning of September 1944, relatives in the 

                                                            
295 Het Agfa Kommando, see www.vanommenverzet.eu  

Netherlands learned that the women had ended up in 
Ravensbrück, but after that, until just before the 
Munich women returned home to the Netherlands at 
the end of May 1945, they had heard nothing more. 
Equally, the women never heard (nor received) 
anything from the Netherlands. 
When the patrol arrived in Ravensbrück the Soviets 
had reached the camp 6 days earlier. In Ravensbrück 
only a handful of Dutch people could be found. The 
report mentions the names of 8 women under the care 
of Aat Breur and 20 men in the men's camp at 
Ravensbrück. The women suffered from typhoid fever 
and the men were in a miserable condition. Aat Breur 
was "already recovering". How these women finally 
came home is not included in the report. Aat Breur 
was offered to come to Neubrandenburg but she chose 
to stay with the sick. At least 3 of the women died. 
Aat Breur was repatriated on July 6, 1945296.  
However, the patrol also found a group of women 
who, as prisoners of Ravensbrück, had previously 
been put to work in Comthurey, an estate of a high, 
infamous SS man. Although this estate was situated 
near Ravensbrück, the rescuers of Action Bernadotte 

                                                            
296 https://nl.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aat_Breur-Hibma 
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apparently did not track down these women. When the 
Nazis fled, these women had hid in the woods and 
were then housed with the Russian commander in 
Fürstenberg.  
 

 
Neubrandenburg May 1945. The patrol of 1st Ltn KNIL H.E.C. van 
Ameyden van Duym (3rd. from left) who returned with 13 Dutch 
women. Photo from: https://krijgsgevangen.nl/fotogalerij-oflag-67-
neubrandenburg/ with the kind permission of Johan van Hoppe, 
lieutenant-colonel Royal Dutch Army. 

These 14 women, including a Swiss, went with the 
Dutch patrol to Neubrandenburg on 8 May 1945. A 
Dutchman from the men's camp also came along. He 
came from the group of those removed from 
Neuengamme for the sake of the Scandinavian 
prisoners from other locations that were to be 

gathered in Neuengamme at the beginning of April 
1945. Via camp Braunschweig he ended up in 
Ravensbrück. 

The transport from Hamburg to Sweden 
Three days after the Swedes had completed the Action 
Bernadotte (the White Buses) and returned to 
Sweden, a train with about 2900 women from 
Hamburg arrived out of the blue in Padborg in the 
afternoon of 2 May 1945. This transport has nothing 
to do with the evacuation of Ravensbrück. However, 
the transport concerns a considerable number of 
Dutch women and there are some misconceptions 
about this transport. From some Scandinavian 
publications it appears one did not know who these 
women were and where they came from, and in 
Germany and the Netherlands one did not know who 
organised the transport. Two days earlier, about 4000 
women had arrived by train in Padborg from 
Ravensbrück and in the observation the two transports 
became mixed up. The women from Hamburg, 
including a large number of Jewish women, came 
from Neuengamme satellite concentration camps. 
Apart from an unknown number of women who had 
already been some time in Hamburg, most women had 
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newly arrived from Beendorf297. Generally, the 
women in Neuengamme satellite camps came largely 
from Auschwitz or from Ravensbrück.  
Shortly before the Germans evacuated Beendorf on 10 
April 1945298, a large group of women arrived from 
the camp in Porta Westfalica. This group included 
Dutch Jewish women from the former Philips-
Kommando of camp Vught who had been transported 
to Porta Westfalica via Auschwitz and 
Langenbielau299 (Reichenbach)300. In Beendorf there 
were already approximately 90 Dutch women from 
the so called Diamond 301group. 
The evacuation of Beendorf was followed by a 
disastrous train transport through northern Germany. 
For the men the journey ended on 16 April 1945 in 
Wöbbelin (near Ludwigslust) and for the women on 
20 April 1945 in Hamburg302. During that 12 day 
odyssey many women died. The Dutch survivor 
Marian Z.V. speaks of a pogrom in the pogrom and 
                                                            
297 Town in Lower Saxony near Braunschweig 
298 Rüstung unter Tage, Björn Kooger 
299 The Telefunken factory was in Reichenbach, at which place they initially were 
housed. Later they went to stay in Langenbielau. Both outer camps of the 
concentration camp Groß-Rosen in Silesia. 
300 Nederlandse vrouwen in Reichenbach en Horneburg, Jan van Ommen in 
Neuengamme Bulletin maart 2014 
301 See further about the Diamond group at the end of this chapter 
302 Ein KZ wird geräumt, Katharina Hertz-Eichenrode 

calls the journey the 'murder transport'303. Ten days 
after arrival in Hamburg these women were loaded 
onto a train that took them to Denmark. The train was 
arranged by SS-Obersturmbannführer Franz Göring304 
and not, as some publications mention, by the 
Swedish (or Danish) Red Cross. The transport from 
Hamburg to Padborg was in freight wagons, but with 
straw, doors that could be opened and with only 40 
women per wagon305. The arrival in Padborg of the 
starving women caused consternation among the 
Danes. The women ate grass and some nearby 
allotments with vegetables and onions were razed 
blank. The arrival of some concerned citizens of 
Padborg with bread resulted in a fight amongst the 
rescued women306. In the train from Hamburg to 
Padborg was a wagon full of bread manned with 
German Red Cross attendants307. They had not dared 
to hand out the bread. Because of all the hardships and 
extreme hunger during the 'murder transport', a large 
part of the women reacted emotionally at the sight of 
bread. Even after being fed and taken care off at the 
                                                            
303 NIOD bestand C [16.07] 315.3 from Friedhof für 53 ungarische Jüdinnen in Sülstorf  
304 Eidesstattliche Versicherung Schellenberg IMT, Fall XI, Dok. Nr. 40 - Franz Göring 
305 An Philips: Wir leben!, Hilda Isaak and Lora Mainzer-Bender   
306 Harald Roesdahl in Als og Sundeved 1940-45 Henrik Skov Kristensen og Inge 
Adriansen (red.) 
307 Sådan kom de hjem, Niels B. Krarup 
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border and during the crossing of the Great Belt, a 
baker's cart was looted on the train platform in Korsør 
and on arrival in Malmö, the 'Lottas' who met the 
women with sandwiches had to flee head-on from the 
hungry women approaching them. The Danish 
observers were amazed at the difference between the 
women who came from Hamburg and the 
approximately 4000 women who had arrived in 
Padborg 2 days earlier by train from Ravensbrück. 
The women from Ravensbrück were weak and 
apathetic compared to the women from Hamburg. 
Niels B. Krarup writes that they could quickly send 
the women from Hamburg from Padborg because 
there were few sick among the women. An 
explanation could be that most of the sick and weak 
did not survive the inhuman journey from Lower 
Saxony to Hamburg and sick people who survived 
were left behind in Hamburg. Another explanation is 
the extreme poor conditions in Ravensbrück. In the 
outer camps of Neuengamme the women were not 
treated as badly as the women in Ravensbrück, 
although the death rate of the men in Neuengamme 
camps was particularly high. 
In the reports of the women of the Philips-Kommando 
a Hertha Poppert frequently appears. She was a good 

looking Jewish Dutch woman born in Bremen 
(Germany). She did not take morals too seriously and 
established useful relationships with friend and foe. 
After the war, the dominant impression was that her 
contacts and her organizational talent had benefited 
the women more than harmed them. According to 
Franz Göring, a Jewish woman would have led the 
transport from Hamburg to Sweden. The name of this 
transport leader is not known, but it is known that 
Hertha Poppert was already the transport leader's 
assistant on the journey to Hamburg. The train from 
Hamburg arrived in Padborg in the afternoon of 2 
May 1945308. After a short delay at the border, the 
women drove to Copenhagen in two trains consisting 
of passenger and ambulance wagons departing in 
close succession on the evening of 3 May309. From 
Copenhagen they crossed the Öresund by ferryboat to 
Malmö Sweden. The sick women drove on the ferry 
in the ambulance wagons, the other women boarded 
the ferry on foot. The story of Hilde Isaak ends in 
Malmö. When she was asked to whom her arrival 
should be reported, she, remembering an aunt in 

                                                            
308 According Henrika Leonkiewicz this was in the morning. From Ein KZ in Wandsbek 
309 Sådan kom de hjem 
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America, exclaimed spontaneously: "No - yes - also to 
PHILIPS" - "We're alive!  
Different data are provided about the number and 
composition of this group of women. Franz Göring 
declares the number as 2000, consisting of 960 Jewish 
women, 790 Polish women and 250 French women310. 
Sekretær Finn Nielsen311 reports 2873 women: 1607 
Jews, 15 Dutch, 51 Belgians, 25 French and 946 
Poles. Finn Nielsen's telephone notes also mention 
two trains that left Padborg at 19:00 and 20:00 on 3 
May. With the ferry to Malmö, 728 women crossed to 
Sweden on 4 May from Copenhagen at 13:00 and 899 
at 18:00.  
Per Lous312, who travelled on the last train from 
Padborg to Copenhagen, writes that this group sailed 
on the ferry across the Grote Belt early on 4 May and 
was handed over to the Swedish doctors and nurses in 
the harbour of Copenhagen late in the afternoon. 
It is certain that no women from Hamburg arrived in 
Malmö before May 3, 1945 and almost certainly not 
after May 4, 1945.  

                                                            
310 Auszug aus meinem Tagebuch über die Befreiung von Menschen aus den 
Deutschen Konzentrationsläger, from Vi åker till Sverige, Sune Persson 
311 Telefonbesked fra Sekretær Finn Nielsen modtaget den 3. Maj 1945 ca. Kl. 
12:15[33-6 XI] 
312 Sådan kom de hjem 

 
 
According to the passenger lists the following number 
of women arrived in Malmö on 3 and 4 May: 
unidentified / stateless (German?) 10 
Belgium 58 
Great Britain  11 
France 259 
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Greece 2 
Italy 3 
Yugoslavia 17 
Lithuania 15 
Netherlands 419 
Austria 1 
Poland 1092 
Romenia 15 
Czechoslovakia 97 
Hungary 911 
USA 1 
Total 2911 
 
The numbers on the passenger lists differ from the 
above-mentioned reports by Franz Göring and Finn 
Nielsen. However, the number of Dutch women on 
the passenger lists hardly differs from the numbers 
from other sources. For example, De Fakkel313 
published a list of the women who arrived in Malmö, 
there is a transport list of the ‘Philipsvrouwen’ for the 
transport from Vught to Auschwitz, and there is a list 
of the Diamond group from Bergen-Belsen to 
Beendorf. In any case, more Dutch women came to 

                                                            
313 Periodical of the Dutch Embassy in Stockholm for Dutchmen in Sweden.  

Sweden with the transport from Hamburg than with 
the transports from Ravensbrück.   
These 2911 women do not include Swedish nationals 
fleeing from Germany and the Danes and Norwegians 
from the Danish camps Fröslev and Mögelkjaer - who 
also arrived in Malmö in those days. Confusingly, 
Pontoppidan-Sørensen reports a last train transport of 
Polish women from Ravensbrück that, according to 
him, left Padborg on the evening of 4 May314. A few 
Danes have mistaken the women from Hamburg for 
women from Ravensbrück. Pontoppidan-Sørensen is 
probably also wrong in the date because he writes that 
he left for Sønderborg the same evening with Niels B. 
Krarup. However, according to Krarup, that was on 3 
May. Pontoppidan-Sørensen probably saw the last 
train with the women from Hamburg on 3 May and 
not one on 4 May with women from Ravensbrück. It 
is unlikely that women from Ravensbrück departed 
from Padborg to Sweden after 2 May 1945.  
Part of the number of 1607 Jewish women mentioned 
by Nielsen also had Dutch nationality. According to 
Der KZ-Zug von Sülstorf approx. 3000 women left 
Beendorf. The same publication contains different 

                                                            
314 Erindringen-Til Ravensbrück efter syge kvinder  E. Pontoppidan Sørensen 33-11.806 
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estimates about the number of deaths. The number of 
women who died in Hamburg on the way to Hamburg 
and afterwards as a result of the journey is probably 
close to 400.  
The women in the various satellite camps of Hamburg 
were sent to Bergen-Belsen at the beginning of April 
1945, apart from about 500315 women in the 
Hamburg-Wandsbek outer camp. How many of them 
went to Sweden is not known. It says that some 
nationalities (such as the Russian?) were excluded 
from evacuation to Sweden316. The first chapter Which 
prisoners should be rescued mentiones that for 
Ravensbrück the criterion 'France-Benelux-Poland' 
was applied, but for the transport from Hamburg to 
Sweden a similar criterion can not be recognized. 
There was enough space in the railway wagons to 
Denmark. Assuming that 400 'not Beendorf' women 
came along to Sweden, of the originally about 3000 
'Beendorf women' only about 2500 would have 
arrived in Sweden. Of the so estimated 500 who did 
not arrive in Sweden, a number were left sick in 
Hamburg, some of whom probably survived. All in 
all, the above figure of 400 deaths during and as a 
                                                            
315 Ein KZ wird geräumt  
316 Der KZ-Zug von Süllstorf, B.Kooger 

result of the ‘murder transport’ journey does not seem 
to be overestimated.  
One of the women who was already in Wandsbek 
before the transport arrived from Beendorf was 
Roosje Glaser, about whom her brother's son wrote 
the book "Dancing with the enemy". She did not 
belong to the women of the Philips Kommando nor to 
the Diamond Group. Via Westerbork, Auschwitz, 
Ravensbrück, Berlin and Porta Westfalica(?) she 
finally arrived in Hamburg Wandsbek317.  
The arrival in Sweden and the different places of stay 
in Sweden are meticulously documented on index 
cards. These cards can be found in the State Archives 
department Lund (Sweden). Most Dutch women from 
Hamburg seem to have found room at the Linee 
Skolan in Limhamn (Malmö). It is certain that about 
80318 of them were already transferred to Skatås on 10 
May 1945319. Earlier, more than 200 Dutch women 
from Ravensbrück had already been accommodated 
there. A larger number from Hamburg then went from 
the Linee Skolan to Robertshöjd in Göteborg on 14 
June 1945. According to Skatås - utgrävningar av en 
                                                            
317 See also chapter Those who stayed in Sweden 
318 Skatås-utgrävningen av en minneslucka, Maria Persson and the list ”Flyttade från 
Linéskolan till Skatås förlägning vid Göteborg”, NIOD 503 deel 11. 
319 Quarters near Göteborg. See chapter The heaven od Skatås  
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minneslucka there have been a total of 308 Dutch 
women in Skatås. That was about all the camp could 
contain. Apart from Skatås and Robertshöjd320, Dutch 
women were also taken care off in various hospitals 
and sanatoriums. Some women still died in 
Sweden321. After the war several of the Dutch women 
emigrated to Israel, England, America, Canada and 
other countries. Many Polish women and a few Dutch 
women stayed in Sweden322. 
There is much talk of the protective influence of 
Philips323 on the people of the Philips-Kommando. It 
says, the people of the Philips-Kommando would 
have benefited from Philips's influence after camp 
Vught. The people involved must have felt the same 
way, see the above reaction of Hilde Isaak on arrival 
in Malmö. Philips undoubtedly did a lot to save Jews. 
However, the result can only be demonstrated by 
comparing reliable figures from the survivors of the 
Philips-Kommando with reliable figures from a 
comparable other group. From May 1944 onwards, at 
                                                            
320 Much like Skatås, earlier this were the quarters of allied soldiers internd in 
Sweden. Either stranded sea- or crahed airmen.  
321 Oorlogsgravenstichting: Lena Veffer, Rosetta Bas, Klaartje Elsas Brilleslijper, en 
Vogeline Biedermann.    
322 See also chapter Those who stayed in Sweden 
323 Philips Eindhoven, had a manufacturing department in the concentration camp 
Vught  

least 9700324 Jewish women arrived in various outer 
camps of Neuengamme. Most of these women were 
between 14 and 24 years old. Representatives of 
German companies looking for personnel came to 
Auschwitz to claim their share. From Philips-Valvo in 
Hamburg their psychologist M. was in Auschwitz325. 
This did not benefit the people of the Dutch Philips-
Kommando. However, it does mean that if Philips-
Valvo went to Auschwitz, Telefunken may also have 
done so. In Reichenbach, the Philips-Kommando was 
indeed working at Telefunken. The non-Jewish Dutch 
women who were sent from Ravensbrück to Philips-
Valvo in Horneburg did not work for Philips326. When 
the Dutch women from Reichenbach arrived in camp 
Porta-Westfalica they found the inventory of the 
Philips-Kommando from Vught. However, they did 
not make use of it: they were to sew soldier caps. 
With their qualifications and age, the 391 women 
from the Philips-Kommando were, so to speak, 
predestined to be sent from Auschwitz to a 
concentration camp in Germany to be used as slave 
                                                            
324 Zwangsarbeit und weibliche Überlebensstrategien Page 76. Ellger writes starting 
july 1944 but Hedi Fried-Szmuk Skärver av ett liv came already 18 may 1944 to 
Hamburg.   
325 Ellger, pagina 93 
326 Jan van Ommen, ‘Nederlandse vrouwen in Reichenbach en Horneburg’, 
Neuengamme Bulletin maart 2014  
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labourers. Of the 391 Jewish women who were sent 
from Vught to Auschwitz at the beginning of June 
1944, only a few were probably murdered in 
Auschwitz-Birkenau327. Had they arrived there a year 
earlier, their chance of survival would have been 
much smaller. This life-saving delay can undoubtedly 
be attributed to Philips. The fact that almost all of 
these women subsequently ended up at Telefunken in 
Reichenbach was good luck in which Philips may 
have had a hand. Anyway, after Reichenbach there is 
no indication of a Philips protection. The non-Jewish 
women of the Philips-Kommando did not experience 
a 'Philips bonus' after camp Vught. Shortly after the 
mainly non-Jewish Dutch women arrived in 
Ravensbrück after the evacuation of camp Vught at 
the beginning of September 1944, 50 of them were 
sent to Telefunken in Reichenbach and 48 to Philips-
Valvo in Horneburg - most of them were 'Philips-
women'. Of these 98 women, 20 did not survive the 
camp328.   
Prior to the chaotic evacuation at the end of the war, 
relatively few women died in the satellite camps of 

                                                            
327 Het Philips-Kommando in Kamp Vught, P.W.Klein and J. van den Kamp 
328 Jan van Ommen, ‘Nederlandse vrouwen in Reichenbach en Horneburg’, 
Neuengamme Bulletin maart 2014 

Neuengamme. The fact that many Jewish Philips 
women survived the war is partly due to the fact that, 
although they had to endure a terrible train journey to 
Hamburg, they did not end up in Bergen-Belsen or 
were bombed along the way.  
Of the originally 50 non-Jewish Dutch women in 
Reichenbach, the survivors were liberated in 
Salzwedel camp on 14 April. Only a few (sick) 
women went with the Jewish Dutch to Sweden. Of the 
above-mentioned group of 419 women who arrived in 
Sweden from Hamburg, 62 women belonged to the 
Diamond group; 310 (of the originally 391) Jewish 
women of the Philips-Kommando and about 50 other 
women. Whether some of these originally 391 Philips 
women stayed behind in Germany and survived there, 
is not known.  
Some women from this group have published their 
memoires about the time in concentration camps. Op 
transport by Ria de Korte329 and An Philips: Wir 
leben! by Hilde Isaak, are among the most moving 
texts by survivors of concentration camps. In Een 
huilbui van jaren (a crying fit of years) Dick Walda 
describes the experiences of Rita Koopman, including 

                                                            
329 See Rood en rouge; Leven en werk van Ria de Korte 1901-1988 by Bart de Cort.  
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the embarrassing reactions of neighbours and 
acquaintances when they returned home in 
Amsterdam. In a letter330 from Sweden Thea van 
Praag writes that she has lost her parents, fiancé, three 
sisters, three brothers-in-law, a brother and a mother-
in-law. An article from Rachel Sacksioni-Levee was 
published in Ontwaakt! from 22 december 2001331.  
Rachel Sacksioni-Levee was Jewish and Jehovah's 
Witness; she came to Sweden with the Diamond 
group. Ria de Korte came with the non-Jewish women 
from Reichenbach and stayed in the ambulance wagon 
when they were evacuated from Porta Westfalica. The 
ambulance wagon was not disconnected in 
Fallersleben and therefore she came with the Jewish 
women to Hamburg and then to Sweden.  
 
The history of the Diamond Group is described in, 
among others Ondergang (downfall) by J. Presser. A 
fairly large group of people from the diamond 
industry was initially saved from death because the 
Germans needed them for cutting diamonds. There 
was a need for diamonds for industrial use and for 

                                                            
330 NIOD 247-229 
331 https://wol.jw.org/nl/wol/d/r18/lp-o/102001927#h=1:0-61:48 
 

foreign currency. Diamond cutting installations were 
installed both in camp Vught and in Bergen-Belsen 
for this purpose but it never came to a production. The 
constant threat of ending up in the extermination 
camps meant that these people were extorted and 
became the victim of foul play by different Nazi 
officials. After a number of selections332, in May 1944 
the remaining approx. 200 diamond cutters were 
transported from Westerbork333 to Bergen-Belsen. 
Amongst them families with children. On 5 December 
1944, 108 women from this group were sent to 
Beendorf, the men went to Sachsenhausen334 and the 
children probably stayed in Bergen-Belsen. A list in 
the archives of the Bergen-Belsen Memorial contains 
57 names of mainly children, some infants and only 
one adult woman. The list and the text in Ondergang 
suggest that the parents were made to think that their 
children would go along but were withheld in Bergen-
Belsen at the last minute. The names of the children 
do not appear on the arrival lists in Sweden. Of the 
108 women in Beendorf, 10 already died there before 
the evacuation of Beendorf on 10 April 1945. On the 

                                                            
332 Selected for transport to an extinguishing camp  
333 Transit camp for Jews in North-East Netherlands  
334 Concentration camp north of Berlin 
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way to Hamburg and in Hamburg itself at least 
another 22 women died. Eventually 65 women arrived 
in Sweden, of whom 3 died there335. Of the 108 
women who were transferred from Bergen-Belsen to 
Beendorf, of 11 there is no trace about their fate, not 
even on websites 'Oorlogsgraven' or 'Joods 
Monument'. The 'Diamond women' were on average 
about ten years older than the 'Philips women'. 
Some Dutch women who were not part of the Philips-
Kommando or the Diamond Group arrived in Sweden 
at the same time as these women from Hamburg. 

Going home 
In Sweden the rescued from the German camps were 
officially called "repatriandi", i.e. returnees and not 
refugees336. The urge of the "repatriandi" to return 
home varied. The Poles feared a return to a devastated 
country and the influence of the Soviet Union. The 
Jewish survivors were apprehensive to return to a 
society which had been (at least) passive during their 
persecution by the Nazis and feared the hardship of 
the loss of both relatives and property when coming 
                                                            
335 Lena Veffer, Rosetta Bas en Klaartje Elsas Brilleslijper The names of the dead are 
filtered from data out of Monument van de Vriendenkring Neuengamme, Joods 
Monument and Stichting Oorlogsgraven.   
336 Kvinnorna i Ravensbrück by Rolf Tardell 

home. The non-communist Eastern Europeans and 
Yugoslavs distrusted their new governments. The 
governments of the Soviet influenced countries put 
pressure on their citizens in Sweden to return home. 
These countries had already adapted the staff of their 
embassies in Stockholm to their new regimes. 
Yugoslavia threatened the reluctant with the loss of 
their citizenship. The demands of the Eastern 
European countries threatened the cooperation 
between the Eastern and Western European countries 
in the UNRRA337. The Western European countries 
refused to accept a demand to return to the motherland 
in order to benefit from aid by UNRRA. Eventually, 
the fact that Russia needed 700 million dollars from 
the UNRRA made the sowjet influenced countries 
give in and prevented forcing refugees to return to 
their homeland338. In November 1945 some 
Hungarian women went to the authorities in Malmö to 
allow them to stay in Sweden at least until the 
summer 1946339. They came from the countryside and 
feared the winter in Hungary. 

                                                            
337 United Nations Relief and Rehabilitation Administration 
338 Dagens Nyheter of 18-8-1945 
339 Förhörsuppgift 7466 of 16.11.1945. Malmö stadstarchief F7-11 Klara Klein, Agnes 
Steinfeld-Gerber, Margit en Erzsebet Weinberger (Zusters) and Ilona Weiß. 
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The Dutch women wanted to go home as soon as 
possible. Shortly after the war, there was a lack of 
everything in the Netherlands, but the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs in The Hague functioned already. In 
the archives of NIOD in Amsterdam is a 
correspondence between a W. Ritmeester in Bilthoven 
and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs340. At the end of 
June 1945 Mr. Ritmeester thought it was time for the 
women to return to the Netherlands and argued that 
the Soviets had already brought the Dutch from 
Theresienstadt home by airplane. On July 27, 1945, 
the minister replied that the women had returned from 
Sweden by American planes. On July 28, 1945 
Ritmeester writes again and asks where the women 
landed. On August 6, the minister answers that the 
matter is in the hands of the Red Cross. 
Approximately in August 1945 the majority of the 
Dutch women returned to the Netherlands.  
In 1951, the women received invoices from the 
Ministry of Social Affairs. The bill for the pocket 
money received in Sweden of 10 crowns per week for 
a duration of 9 weeks, at an amount of fl. 57,24341. 
The Jewish women, who came a few days later to 
                                                            
340 NIOD 249-0673 A Nr. 13 
341 NRC of 30-4-1951 

Sweden, had to pay fl. 47,70 for an advance of 75,- 
crowns342. The earlier mentioned book "Een huilbui 
van Jaren” (A long lasting crying fit) describes the 
shameful reactions of neighbours and authorities 
when Rita Koopman returned home. 

Those who stayed in Sweden 
A few Dutch women stayed in Sweden. Anna van der 
Rhoer-Halmans and Adriana de Groot had already 
met their future husbands in Sweden before returning 
with the others to the Netherlands in August 1945. 
Thereafter they went back to Sweden and stayed there 
for good. Anna, now Anna Karlsson, had been in the 
Philips Kommando. She had lost her parents and all 
her friends from before the war343. Nieske Verbeek 
and Roosje Glaser also remained in Sweden.  
Apart from the women from Ravensbrück and 
Hamburg, during the same period and afterwards, the 
Swedes allowed many other prisoners from 
concentration camps into their country. Except the 
German-Swedish nationals, the rescued were not 
meant to stay in Sweden but a large number stayed 
nevertheless. According to Rolf Tardell in Kvinnorna 
                                                            
342 Algemeen Handelsblad of 5-4-1951 
343 „Skatås“, Maria Persson 
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i Ravensbrück, more than half of the approximately 
15,000 predominantly female Polish citizens did not 
return to Poland. A number of the Jews went from 
Sweden to other countries such as Palestine, USA, 
Canada, Australia and Great Britain.   
Tardell makes it clear that for those who stayed, 
Sweden was not immediately heaven on earth. These 
people were traumatized and had difficulty with the 
Swedish language and culture. In the beginning they 
had to accept low paid work. The burden of the war 
experiences and the difficulty with adaptation were 
different from person to person. The fact that some of 
them found it particularly difficult to adapt is rather 
due to their circumstances than to a lack of 
understanding on the part of their Swedish colleagues 
or neighbours. Göran Rosenberg's impressive book Ett 
kort uppehåll 344 about his Polish father, who stayed in 
Sweden and eventually took his own life, shows that 
his father never had a real chance to “arrive” in 
Sweden (or anywhere else). To a testimony recorded 
in Sweden of a Jewish Polish woman, the interrogator 
adds: The witness gives her testimony reluctantly. She 
states that everyone already knows the history of the 

                                                            
344 The english translation is titled A Brief Stop on the Road from Auschwitz 

camps anyway, and that her memories cause her 
nothing but suffering. She gives the impression of 
being numb, apathetic, and not greatly interested in 
life. She is leaving to join her relatives. She says that 
this is one more attempt to see whether her life can 
regain any meaning. Of her once numerous immediate 
family, she is the only one left. She gives the 
impression of being near suicide. 
In protocol 7452 of the Malmö police345, Chaja Z. 
testifies that she had found a job at a textile factory in 
Malmö on 16 August 1945 with a salary of 48 crowns 
per month. For board and lodging she paid 21 crowns 
a month in her boarding house. Chaja was the 
daughter of a rabbi and worked as an accountant in 
Poland before the war. Her husband Abraham Z. and 
son had also survived Auschwitz and had also arrived 
in Sweden. Abraham Z.'s silk weaving mill in Poland 
had been confiscated and in Poland they had had to 
survive by selling their remaining possessions. 
Someone who did get along successfully in Sweden 
was Roosje Glaser346. Her adaptability seems to have 
been universal.   
 
                                                            
345 Malmö Stadtarchiv F7-11  
346 The previous mentioned book Dansen met de vijand (Dancing with the enemy) 
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348 See chapter The transports from Ravensbrück 
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 349 See chapter Summary of the Dutch and related victims  
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The first material for the investigation I received from 
Henny Blok, the son of the brother of Neeltje Blok350. 
Henny Blok had applied for information of his aunt 
from ITS in Bad Arolsen. The copy of the material 
with the extensive answer of Frau Jasiniecki from Bad 
Arolsen was very useful for my research. The material 
included an article about the White Buses by Helga 
Niet. With Helga Niet, living in Schwerin, a lasting 
collaboration developed. She gave me the first copies 
of documents from the Swedish Riksarkiv. Several 
books written in Denmark and Sweden about the 
White buses are no longer for sale. Anita Nilsson was 
able to provide me with a copy of her book about 
Gösta Hallquist. Herr Petzold of the Heimatverband 
Eutin helped me with information about the air attack 
of the White Buses at Eutin. In the Statens Arkiv 
Åbenrå (South Denmark) my attention was drawn to 
the church book of the municipality of Bov (near 
Padborg) with the registration of death of the women 
who died on their way to Sweden at the German-
Danish border. The content of the church books can 
also be seen on the internet, see e.g.: 
https://www.sa.dk/ao-
soegesider/da/billedviser?bsid=201077#201077,38080
810 
I visited twice the Frøslevlejren memorial in 
Denmark. In the museum the history of the White 
                                                            
350 Neeltje Blok died on the road to Sweden 

Buses is duly represented and the leader Henrik Skov 
Kristensen has published several articles about the 
subject, see the previous section Books. Bente 
Børsum, the daughter of the Ravensbrück survivor 
Lise Børsum sent me the article "DE HVITE 
BUSSENE" from her mother. Ruben van den Heuvel 
of the Headquarters Christian Congregation of 
Jehovah's Witnesses Netherlands, provided data 
about a number of Jehovah's Witnesses who were 
rescued from Ravensbrück and Hamburg. The 
historian Bernhard Strebel helped with copies of some 
important documents. Claus Hansper of the 
Arbeitskreis KZ-Gedenkstätte Beendorf provided a 
copy of the list of the Diamond group. Karola 
Olofsson and Hergit Berndtsson of the Red Cross in 
Gothenburg took the picture of the drawing of To 
Stolz there. Thanks to David Rojkowski for 
translation of Polish texts. 
Finally, many thanks to Anneke Nolet. She invested 
considerable time in editing the Dutch version of this 
report.  
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- Stichting Vriendenkring Neuengamme 
https://monument.vriendenkringneuengamme.nl/ 
- Joods Monument 
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- Lunds Universitetsbiblioteket 
https://www.ub.lu.se/en/voices-from-ravensbruck 
and https://www.ub.lu.se/en/about-
us/projects/witnessing-genocide 

  
- IRCR https://avarchives.icrc.org/ 
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