
The International Red Cross  
and Red Crescent Movement 
approach to education
Quality lifelong education for all – Towards safer, inclusive  
and resilient education communities and systems



Why should we care about education?

1 UNESCO Institute for Statistics (UIS) Factsheet 56, September 2019

2 Plan International, Left out, left behind: Adolescent girls’ secondary education in crises, Plan International UK, 2019, p. 30

Education is a fundamental human right and an essential public service. It is also one of the first  services 
affected by armed conflict, disaster or other emergencies, and one of the last to receive support from 
humanitarian operations. Currently, over 258 million children and young people are out of school,1 and 
almost half of them live in countries affected by such crises.2 

COVID-19 saw nearly 2 billion students out of school, showing how easily external factors can disrupt 
education. The pandemic has also highlighted the difficulties that authorities face in ensuring continuous, 
safe and equitable access to education.

Communities affected by a crisis often recognize education as an invaluable asset for continuing or rebuilding 
their lives, both during the crisis and afterwards. In addition to providing learning opportunities, educational 
spaces can offer protection and give access to life-saving assistance and information. They are vital to 
instilling hope for the future and promoting risk-reduction measures, healthy lifestyles, humanitarian values 
and action, social inclusion and a culture of peace.

What is the Movement’s added value in education?
Each International Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement (Movement) component has a unique and 
complementary role to play in education, in accordance with its mandate. 

The Movement has three major strengths when it comes to supporting education:
• We are present in local communities before, during and after a crisis. This means we are close to affected 

populations.
• We take a principled approach and can enter into dialogue with all parties to a conflict. This gives us 

unique access to hard-to-reach areas, and to groups whose education needs are often overlooked.
• We have a long-standing engagement with authorities, multisectoral expertise and experience in 

supporting education – both formal and non-formal.

What would we achieve through closer cooperation 
and coordination regarding education?

• Comprehensive, integrated activities, covering all sectors and jointly addressing the risks inherent to 
conflict, violence, disaster and other emergencies 

• More effective use of people and money
• Increased capacity, leading to higher-quality education work that reaches more people and has more 

impact
• A reputation for quality education work, resulting in increased funding for such activities

RED CROSS AND RED CRESCENT COMMITMENTS TO EDUCATION

• 2017 Council of Delegates Resolution: “Education: related Humanitarian Needs” (CD/17/R6)
• 33rd International Conference Pledge: “Addressing education-related needs” (OP330249)
• ICRC Access to Education Strategy 2021–2026
• IFRC Strategic Framework on Education 2020–2030

http://uis.unesco.org/sites/default/files/documents/new-methodology-shows-258-million-children-adolescents-and-youth-are-out-school.pdf
https://www.planinternational.nl/uploaded/2019/06/Left-out-Left-behind-report.pdf?x65987
https://rcrcconference.org/app/uploads/2017/08/CD-17-R6_education_adopted_en.pdf
https://rcrcconference.org/pledge/addressing-education-related-humanitarian-needs/
https://shop.icrc.org/access-to-education-strategy-2021-2026-print-en.html
https://www.ifrc.org/education


What would be the aims and content  
of our approach to education?
This approach would contribute to achieving Sustainable Development Goal 4: “Ensure inclusive and 
equitable quality education and promote lifelong learning opportunities for all”, especially for those most at 
risk of losing out on education. It would do so by:

• providing quality education, including humanitarian education, using education (formal and non-
formal) to build safe, healthy, resilient, inclusive, peaceful and engaged individuals and communities

• ensuring equitable and continuous access to quality education by dismantling the barriers to 
education that confront:
 ▪ people affected by armed conflict, violence, displacement, disaster, other emergencies and protracted 

crises
 ▪ people left behind or left out of the education system because of their age, ability, ethnicity or other 

aspects of their identity or social status
• protecting education and ensuring safe and supportive learning environments by using 

humanitarian diplomacy to:
 ▪ enhance compliance with the education-related provisions of international humanitarian law (IHL)
 ▪ strengthen the education-related provisions of national disaster law
 ▪ boost implementation of IHL and other relevant bodies of law

• strengthening the resilience of education systems and communities by increasing national and local 
capacity to anticipate, prepare for, adapt to, reduce the impact of, cope with and recover from the effects 
of shocks and hazards on education, without compromising long-term prospects.

How could we achieve our vision?
Movement components will need to work together in the following four areas:

Capacity-strengthening Assess existing technical, operational, and organizational capacity  
at national and local levels.

Fill gaps and provide support through joint training, coaching/
mentoring and other capacity-strengthening schemes.

Standards and tools Develop, contextualize and apply operational tools, guidance, 
standards and frameworks.

Collaboration, cooperation  
and partnerships

Conduct joint activities that are needs-based, learner-centred, 
comprehensive and multidisciplinary, involving external partners 
where possible. Some activities will be mainstreamed, while others 
will be specialized.

Policy and humanitarian 
dialogue

Improve the Movement’s positioning, influence and credibility  
in the education sector (including in relation to National Societies’ 
auxiliary role and leadership), and make education a higher 
humanitarian priority.



The Movement approach to education

This approach will:

• respond to identified, unmet education needs
• recognize the right to education, including in emergencies
• utilize the capacity of each Movement component in the field of education, at global, regional, 

national and local levels
• adapt to the various national and local contexts
• involve Movement components working in complementarity with each other and with external 

entities
• be accountable to the people it serves and to those supporting it
• be sustained over time
• be based on a long-term strategy, with a development perspective
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Hranitne village, Donetsk region, Ukraine, 2018. Children and teachers take shelter in a school corridor as explosions 
are heard on the outskirts of the village. The ICRC has been improving the physical safety of schools and helping teachers 
and children to better understand risks and how to respond safely (Y. Nosenko/ICRC)
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Cover photo: Lombok, Indonesia, 2019. Almost six months after multiple earthquakes hit Lombok, Indonesian Red Cross 
staff and volunteers continue to visit schools in affected areas to provide children and teachers with educational materials 
and psychosocial support. They also engage them in games and role playing to learn about best hygiene practices, risk 
reduction measures and the basics of first aid (S. Kusuma/IFRC)


