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FOREWORD

This Report tells o f  the intense activity o f  the IC RC  on all five  
continents during 1975.

We have tried to make it lively, interesting and easy to read 
while in no way detracting from  the accuracy o f  the accounts 
it contains.

We hope that these pages will convince our readers o f  the 
importance o f  our activities, o f  the excellence o f  the results 
obtained in so many cases, o f  the scope and diversity o f  our work, 
the difficulties we have encountered, the urgency with which we 
have to take our decisions and the responsibilities that our 
institution and its delegates have to bear.

We have to be constantly on our toes and in the year under 
review conflicts and political tension have not been lacking. 
Sometimes the IC RC  is accused o f  shrouding its activities in 
mystery, but its discretion is in the interest o f  victims. This Report 
should satisfy anyone who wishes to have an overall idea o f  what 
our activities involve.

*

*  *

Every conflict followed by a flood  o f  refugees makes great 
demands o f  our Central Tracing Agency. This department o f  the 
ICRC plays an essential role wherever there are refugees, dispersed 
families, messages to be delivered or missing persons to be found. 
It has a card index containing 50 million entries which bear witness 
to more than a century o f  activity.

We are doing more and more to help political detainees; but 
as our experience in this sector grows, so do the difficulties. 
Governments do not always provide us with the facilities that we 
are entitled to expect i f  we are to work effectively. Nonetheless, 
the results obtained encourage us to continue even i f  we cannot be 
on hand wherever there are political prisoners. The living condi
tions o f  those that we do see frequently improve once we have 
handed our reports to the detaining authorities who take note o f  
our comments.

The IC RC  methodically tries to draw closer to the National 
Societies and to understand their problems. Through these 
Societies, it is able to disseminate the principles o f  humanitarian 
law and the Geneva Conventions. This is essential, fo r  i f  these 
principles are not made known through schools, universities and 
armies, the Red Cross message will go no further than the limbo o f  
government archives.

The development o f  humanitarian law is one o f  our prime 
concerns. Our high hopes fo r  the third session o f  the Diplomatic 
Conference which is to examine the Protocols additional to the 
1949 Conventions are justified by the results obtained last year.

In its work, the IC RC  has to count on the moral and material 
support o f  the international community, governments and the 
Red Cross Societies. A n y  new activity raises financial problems 
and, until they have been solved, until the budget has been covered, 
the activity hangs in the balance or cannot develop as it should. 
We hope that current fund-raising will be favourably received so 
that our activities may continue.

A n  important survey appeared last year devoted to the 
position o f  the Red Cross in the world, its organisation, its 
influence and its future. The Red Cross movement submitted 
without reservation to a thorough examination o f  its methods, 
this task being entrusted to Donald Tansley, a Canadian. His 
Report takes the form  o f  an “agenda” which has been submitted 
to the International Red Cross fo r  its consideration, appreciation 
and discussion. I f  this document is to serve any purpose, it must 
engender awareness o f  the role o f  the Red Cross in the modern 
world.

It is currently being studied by the ICRC, the League o f  
Red Cross Societies and the National Societies and it will be the 
subject o f  general discussion at the next International Red Cross 
Conference which will be held in Bucharest in 1977.

We are quite sure that once you have read this Annual Report, 
you will better understand and appreciate the essential role and  
specific activities o f  the ICRC.

Eric Martin 
President of the ICRC
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I. OPERATIONS

AFRICA

Angola
On 31 January 1975, a quadripartite transitional govern

ment was set up in Luanda pending the accession of Angola to 
independence on 11 November. It comprised representatives of 
Portugal and of the three liberation movements which had 
previously been fighting the Portuguese, i.e. the M P L A  (People’s 
Movement for the Liberation of Angola), the FN LA  (Angolan 
National Liberation Front) and the U NIT A  (National Union 
for the Total Independence of Angola).

On 11 June 1975, an ICRC delegation was officially set up in 
Luanda as a forerunner to the more substantial base which 
was to follow.

In the meanwhile a new conflict flared up, no longer between 
the liberation fighters and the Portuguese troops but between the 
three national factions— the M PLA , the FNLA  and the U N IT A.

Early assessments

On 20 May, two delegates and a doctor set to work in 
Angola. They found that:

— the medical situation was deteriorating as most of the 
Portuguese doctors had left the country ;

— civilians, the main victims of the clashes, were in a perm anent 
state of flight to escape the combat areas;

— basic foodstuffs were becoming unobtainable in some parts 
of the country owing to the paralysis of road transport ;

— combatants were being captured and imprisoned by all parties;
— the Europeans were taking fright and converging on the capital 

from the provinces in order to be evacuated to Lisbon ;
— Angolans who had taken refuge abroad (mainly in Zaire) 

were beginning to return, thus creating even further needs.

The ICRC called in

This situation prom pted the transitional Governm ent to 
ask the ICRC to help. All of the liberation movements, the 
Portuguese representative and the Lisbon Governm ent gave the 
ICRC their full support and offered all necessary guarantees and 
facilities to enable the delegates to move about and transport 
supplies.

The ICRC delegation proposed an initial operational plan 
involving a budget of 2 million Swiss francs. This plan— limited 
in time and scope (3 months)— provided for three medico- 
surgical teams, medical supplies and food supplies, the food being

mainly for the civilian victims in the greatest need; young 
children, the sick, expectant mothers and the aged.

In accordance with the Conventions, the ICRC aimed at 
obtaining the permission of all parties to visit prisoners. Its other 
prime concerns were to ensure respect for the Red Cross emblem 
and for hospitals and clinics.

Medical and surgical assistance

Several National Societies and governments, by providing 
support in response to a fund-raising appeal launched on 1 July, 
enabled the first medico-surgical team to leave Europe on 10 July 
to set up base in Carmona (FNLA  zone)— renamed Uige after 
independence.

On 12 July, this team split into two, the surgeon and the 
anesthetist returning to Luanda to help the doctors and surgeons 
of the M aria-Pia Hospital which had been overwhelmed by the 
sudden influx of wounded. This team, which was of mixed 
nationality, was later replaced by an all-Swiss team.

At the beginning of August, as fighting spread throughout 
the country, two more medico-surgical teams left for Angola. 
One, provided by the French Red Cross, set up base in Nova 
Lisboa (which was to become Huambo) in the U NIT A  zone. The 
second, made available to the ICRC by the Danish Red Cross, 
was posted to Dalatando, under M P L A  control. This Danish 
team  was later relieved by a Swedish team.

Now that the ICRC had moved into the three zones 
controlled by the three opposing movements, each of which 
placed their confidence in it, its medical and surgical work was 
more evenly distributed. The teams spread out from their bases, 
and one surgeon and a nurse from Huambo set up at Vouga, 
near Silva Porto.

The doctors and surgeons did not concentrate their efforts 
solely on caring for the war wounded. There were many public 
health problems to be dealt with also. In one district alone, the 
Red Cross doctors diagnosed measles, malaria, sleeping sickness, 
diarrhoea, various types of anaemia and malnutrition. In order to 
combat these diseases, the ICRC doctors spent some of their time 
moving around the bush, regularly visiting regional hospitals and 
clinics and renewing their stocks of drugs and medical supplies.

Relief supplies

The ICRC was not idle when it came to supplying relief 
foodstuffs but, on this occasion, this aspect of its work did not 
attain the proportions that it had done in other conflicts.

Firstly, the unforeseeable and haphazard population flows 
to the momentarily calmer areas made any precise assessment of 
needs impossible. Secondly, there was not a disastrous food 
shortage despite the temporary stoppage of agricultural produc
tion and activities. The ICRC therefore made its priority the 
relief of the people worst affected, as explained above.

On 12 June, the first relief supplies, 15 tons of milk 
powder and 30,000 Swiss francs worth of medical supplies, 
arrived in Luanda. By the end of the year, some sixty consign
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ments had been sent, totalling 710 tons of foodstuff including 
donations by the EEC and the Swiss Confederation (see p. 26). 
The ICRC also forwarded drugs and medical supplies,
20,000 blankets and five vehicles, four of them ambulances. 
The overall value came to 2.8 million Swiss francs.

Until the end of October, most of the supplies were carried 
free of charge by the returning planes of the Portuguese evacua
tion air-lift.

Protection

Although the ICRC started relief work in Angola in June, 
and medical and surgical work in July, with the help of a number 
of National Red Cross Societies, it did not start its protection 
activities until August.

The problems were manifold. Each of the parties to the 
conflict had taken prisoners among the combatants. And then 
there were the civilians— Africans and Europeans alike— who 
were trying to flee the fighting.

POW camp visits started on 17 August. The M P L A  and the 
IJNITA made no difficulties about letting delegates approach 
their prisoners, talk to them without witnesses and distribute 
relief supplies to them. The FNLA, however, repeatedly claimed 
that it held no prisoners and maintained that it released any men 
it captured after relieving them of their weapons. However, on 
2 October, the FNLA  presented the ICRC delegates with 
25 M PLA  captives. This was the first of several visits.

Rengúela, Cambambé, Dalatando, Dondo, Huambo (Nova 
Lisboa), Luanda, Lubango (Sá da Bandeira), Moçamedes, Sao 
Salvador, Sapu, Saurimo (Henrique de Carvalho) and Uige 
(Carmona) were some of the places where the ICRC delegates 
visited prisoners. They saw about 1,640 soldiers and civilians 
during 65 visits to 29 places of detention.

However, in view of the fluidity of the military situation, 
it was not possible to repeat prison visits with any regularity. 
Several groups of prisoners were seen only once and so the ICRC 
delegates had no idea what became of them.

The ICRC, with the approval of all the parties to the conflict, 
evacuated a large number of persons as part of its protection 
activities. The ICRC plane alone carried 567 civilians and 
460 soldiers, totalling 1,027 persons in all.

Finally, the delegates also set up Central Tracing Agency 
facilities (see p. 30).

Logistic problems

In view of the problems which the delegates had in moving 
round the country and transporting relief supplies (the roads 
were too dangerous and the domestic airlines were irregular and 
overburdened), the ICRC had to charter a DC-6 plane which was 
financed by the Swiss Confederation.

Before it went into service on 7 September, all the parties 
to the conflict signed an agreement which authorised the plane to

overfly the whole of Angola and granted it perm anent landing 
rights at all the country’s airports. The signatories of the 
agreement also undertook to instruct their fighting units to 
respect the neutrality of the ICRC plane, its crew and its 
passengers and to facilitate the humanitarian mission of ICRC 
delegates on board and of the crew.

The assignment of the plane painted in the ICRC colours 
covered :

— the transport of ICRC delegates and medical teams to where 
their humanitarian help was needed;

— the transport of the sick and wounded whose evacuation was 
required by an ICRC medical delegate;

— the transport of the most urgent medical and other relief 
supplies for distressed or isolated communities wherever 
they might be ;

— the transfer of released civilian and military prisoners and 
detainees;

— the evacuation from the combat areas of non-combatants 
(especially children, pregnant women, nursing mothers and 
the infirm) regardless of their origins or affiliations.

This was the first time in the annals of ICRC air operations 
that such a precise and extensive agreement had been signed by 
the parties to a conflict. This text, which was respected to the 
letter, enabled the ICRC to develop its activities in a most 
satisfactory manner until 11 November, despite the difficult 
situation. On that day, the plane returned to Switzerland and the 
continuation of air operations had to be renegotiated with all 
the parties to the conflict.

Despite all the efforts of the ICRC representatives, it had not 
been possible by the end of the year to reach any formal 
agreement for the return to Angola of a plane authorised to 
fly from one zone to another.

After independence

Medical activities obviously continued after independence 
as did various localised relief activities and visits to certain places 
of detention, especially at Luanda where some 140 prisoners 
of war were utterly dependent on the ICRC delegates, and at 
Huambo and Uige.

But independence and particularly the departure of the 
DC-6 brought several problems, the greatest of which was the 
replacing of relief supplies and the drug stocks of the various 
medico-surgical teams. The lack of a plane also made it hard 
for the delegates to get about which meant that their traditional 
activities were limited. By force of circumstance, some places of 
detention could no longer be visited.

With the ICRC DC-6 no longer available, the odd short
term charter enabled delegations to receive new relief and 
medical supplies, but the problem of travel from one zone to the 
other within the country was still unsolved at the end of 1975.
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Ethiopia Western Sahara
The events in Eritrea

At the beginning of 1975, the ICRC planned to send a joint 
ICRC-Ethiopian Red Cross medical team to Eritrea to help the 
population and visit the prisons of the area where sporadic out
breaks of violence were occurring. A 230-ton shipment of flour, 
a gift from the Swiss Confederation, was on the way to Massawa, 
where it was expected to arrive by the end of January.

As soon as the ICRC regional delegate for East Africa, 
accompanied by a medical delegate, arrived in Asm ara around 
20 January, he set about preparing this relief campaign in 
collaboration with the Ethiopian Red Cross and with the 
agreement of the national authorities when, on the evening of 
31 January, the fighting broke out. A t that precise moment, the 
two ICRC delegates were only a few hours away from Asmara on 
their way back to Addis Ababa.

The following day they pleaded with the authorities to be 
allowed to return, but in vain. In any case both land and air routes 
remained cut for several weeks.

The offer that the two delegates in Addis Ababa had made 
to the authorities was officially reiterated on 9 February in a 
telegram bearing the signature of the President of the ICRC 
Executive Board and addressed to Brigadier-General Tefferi 
Bante, President of the Provisional Military Administrative 
Council. The offer was based on article 3 common to the four 
Geneva Conventions concerning the protection of victims in 
armed conflicts not of an international character.

During the following weeks many approaches were made in 
Addis Ababa, especially to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 
On May 6, the ICRC sent another note to Brigadier-General 
Tefferi Bante again offering to collaborate with the Ethiopian 
Red Cross to protect and help the victims of the clashes, but 
still in vain.

As the ICRC could operate, fróm Addis Ababa, only with 
the agreement of the national authorities, it was not possible to 
send aid to Eritrea from Ethiopian territory.

However, through the representatives of the Eritrean libera
tion movements who, for their part, had asked the ICRC to help, 
it was possible to send some consignments of medical supplies 
into Eritrea.

Something else drew the attention of the ICRC to Eritrea 
during the closing months of the year. The combatants of the 
liberation movements, Eritrean Liberation Front (ELF) and 
People’s Liberation Front (PLF), had taken as hostages:

— two American employees from the Kagnew Base (taken by 
the ELF),

-  two other employees from the same base (PLF),
— two British subjects of Chinese origin (PLF), and
-  the British Honorary Consul at Asmara (PLF).

With the representatives of the liberation movements 
outside Ethiopia arrangements were made for an exchange of 
correspondence between the captives and their families and for 
relief supplies to be sent to them.

Just before Christmas, 1975, an ICRC mission consisting 
of a delegate and a medical delegate made an on-the-spot survey 
of the humanitarian needs arising from the events in the 
Western Sahara.

The decision to send the delegation arose from press reports 
about developments in the area and was also in response to an 
invitation from the Polisario Front to visit Moroccan prisoners 
who were in their hands.

Between 17 and 23 December, the two ICRC represen
tatives visited Sahraoui refugees in Algeria and also saw 
displaced persons in the W estern Sahara.

Their observations and the information they received, 
together with the results of missions carried out at about the same 
time in Algeria by delegates of the League of Red Cross Societies 
and of the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner 
for Refugees, made it possible to estimate the needs of several 
tens of thousands of Sahraouis— refugees in Algeria or displaced 
in the W estern Sahara. The situation of these people with regard 
to food and medical care was especially serious and was greatly 
aggravated by the bad climatic conditions.

This assessment of the deeply disturbing situation served as 
the basis, at the beginning of 1976, of a joint appeal by the 
League and the ICRC to finance a programme of assistance both 
to the Sahraoui refugees in Algeria— carried out by the 
League— and to those displaced in the Western Sahara—  
carried out by the ICRC.

During their mission, the ICRC representatives, pursuant to 
the agreement by the Polisario Front to respect the Geneva 
Conventions, visited eight Moroccan nationals held by this 
group and four M auritanian policemen who had been captured a 
few days before the visit. In conformity with the Convention, the 
interviews took place without witnesses.

The ICRC has regularly informed the Spanish Red Cross, 
the Moroccan and M auritanian Red Crescent Societies, and the 
Spanish, Moroccan and M auritanian authorities, of its activities 
and proposals. Its delegates have had the full co-operation of the 
Algerian Red Crescent, which has been active in helping 
Sahraoui refugees in Algeria.

LATIN AMERICA

Chile
In 1975, the ICRC continued the protection and assistance 

activities carried out since the events of 11 September 1973.
It was however necessary to adapt these activities to the 

evolution of the situation within Chile, which had resulted in a 
drop in the number of detainees, and to the finance made 
available to the ICRC. As a result, the size of the delegation was 
progressively reduced so that, by the end of December, there



were only 15 persons left (6 delegates, one of them a doctor, and 
nine locally employed staff), which was half as many as there 
had been at the beginning of the year.

Visiting places of detention

The delegates continued visiting camps where detainees were 
being held under the state o f  emergency regulations, and the 
country’s civil prisons. They also visited several military 
detention centres.

It should be made quite clear that the ICRC was not allowed 
to visit the interrogation centres belonging to the security 
services, with but one exception. Although the delegates were 
authorised to speak to prisoners without witnesses in the camps 
and civilian prisons, they were not generally granted the same 
facility elsewhere.

Between January and December, the delegates made a total 
of 257 visits to 96 places of detention housing between 3,400 and
4,000 detainees. The latter figure includes detainees being held 
under emergency regulations, indicted prisoners (procesados) 
and convicted prisoners.

As is the custom, a report was drawn up after each visit and 
was addressed to the competent authorities. Steps were taken to 
improve the detention conditions observed in certain of the 
places visited by the ICRC. The delegates intervened on behalf of 
those whose situation required that immediate steps be taken 
and they also dealt with various problems relating to the 
detainees’ legal situation.

As in 1974, the ICRC noted the wishes of persons affected 
by the G overnm ent’s programme for liberating certain 
“detainees being held under emergency regulations” on condi
tion that they agreed to leave the country. In respect of the 
parallel programme concerning the “convicted detainees” which 
began in the spring of 1975, the only action that the ICRC took 
was to inform the detainees that the programme existed. There 
was little point in ascertaining their wishes as it was up to the 
detainees themselves to request their release and banishment.

Assistance to detainees and to their families

Throughout 1975, the ICRC continued its relief work in 
places of detention but on a lesser scale than in 1974. In all, the 
delegates provided detainees directly with more than 125,000 
Swiss francs worth of relief supplies.

The ICRC also continued to help the families of detainees 
by providing them with some food and clothing. In some cases, 
it also assumed medical expenses. During the first six months, it 
helped more than 3,000 families, or about 15,000 persons. 
During the second six months, the programme was progressively 
reduced to bring it into line with available financial resources and, 
as a result, the number of families helped had to be limited 
to 2,000, or about 10,000 persons. Of the fifty distribution 
centres spread around the country and administered by the local 
sections of the Chilean Red Cross or some other organisation, 
47 were kept open.

The delegation made considerable on-the-spot purchases of 
foodstuffs for distribution. This was supplemented by the gifts in 
kind received from several National Societies:

-  Hungarian Red Cross : 2,656 kg of clothing and canned meat ;
-  Argentine Red Cross : 409 kg of food and clothing;
-  Rom anian Red Cross : 5,750 kg of canned m eat;
-  Germ an Democratic Republic Red Cross : 4,288 kg of clothing 

and blankets and 16,500 kg of baby food;
-  Finnish Red Cross : 10,120 kg of powdered skimmed milk ;
-  Czech Red Cross : 1,068 kg of blankets, plus some medica

ments;
-  Alliance of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies of the 

USSR: 11,661 kg of food, clothing and medical supplies;
-  Polish Red Cross: 1,769 kg of blankets;
-  Australian Red Cross : 739 kg of medicaments.

Goods (powdered milk, medical supplies, blankets and 
clothes) to a value of just over 30,000 Swiss francs were allocated 
by the ICRC to various organisations, including the Chilean 
Red Cross.

In addition, the EEC and the Swiss Confederation provided 
food to a total value of 1.125 million Swiss francs (see table 
on p. 27).

Over the whole year, aid to the families of detainees totalled 
an outlay of 1,336,000 Swiss francs.

Central Tracing Agency

The handling of information by the Santiago office of the 
Central Tracing Agency (see p. 32) was simplified by offloading 
more of its work onto the central office in Geneva, thereby 
leaving it free to concentrate on meeting short-term  needs.

Contacts made by the delegation

As part of its activities, the delegation kept in close touch 
with the authorities and with other organisations associated with 
its relief work. These organisations included the Intergovern
mental Committee fo r  European Migration (ICEM ), the United 
Nations High Commissioner fo r  Refugees (HCR), the “Comisión 
de Ayuda a los Extranjeros (C A L E X )”, the “Fundación de 
A yuda Social a las Iglesias Cristianas (FASIC )”, the Churches, 
Caritas and, of course, the Chilean Red Cross.

Financial situation

In 1975, the Chilean relief campaign had available a total 
of 1.75 million Swiss francs, made up of the balance brought 
forward from 1974 (Sfr. 592,000), new contributions (Sfr. 
1,086,000) (see table on p. 56) and a special allocation for the 
current campaign (Sfr. 77,500). As expenditure over the year 
totalled Sfr. 1,683,700, the year closed with an available balance 
of about Sfr. 72,000.
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Working within and beyond the Conventions

In 1975, the ICRC devoted some of its energy to helping the victims of in ternational arm ed conflicts 
to which all of the provisions of the four Geneva Conventions were applicable. 

The ICRC also took a hand in non-international arm ed conflict situations, by offering its services to 
the parties, as it is authorised to do by Article 3 common to the four Geneva Conventions. These offers, which 
the parties to a conflict are under no obligation to accept, were, on the whole, well received by the government 
authorities concerned. They provided the ICRC delegates with certain facilities to enable them to offer 
protection and help to the victims of civil wars. 

But the ICRC has also been very busy beyond the scope o f  the Conventions by helping political detainees 
on the strength of its universally recognised right of initiative. 

Nonetheless, it should be pointed out that this last-mentioned activity— the purpose of which is purely 
humanitarian— is in practice possible only with the agreement of the governments concerned. 

Confidential reports on visits to political detainees are sent solely to the detaining authorities, whereas 
the reports on visits to prisoners of war, who are protected by the Third Geneva Convention, are sent 
simultaneously to the detaining powers and the prisoners’ own governments.

ASIA - OCEANIA

Indo-China
On 25 March 1975, after receiving alarming information 

from Vietnam and Cambodia, the ICRC and the League of Red 
Cross Societies launched a joint appeal for funds and donations in 
kind to a value of 5 million dollars.

In view of the rapid aggravation of the situation, the ICRC 
and the League made an additional appeal on 3 April to 
governments and National Societies. The new objective was to 
raise 35 million dollars— the equivalent of 87.5 million Swiss 
francs— to meet the most urgent humanitarian needs for shelter, 
food, medicine and clothing for a period of three months.

In Geneva, the Indo-China Operational Group (IOG), 
jointly organized by the League and the ICRC in 1972 to 
co-ordinate Red Cross activities in Indo-China (see annual 
report for 1972, page 46) was replaced on 1 April by a more 
comprehensive organization designated as the Indo-China 
Bureau (INDSEC).

This working group, supervised and directed by ICRC and 
League officials, was assigned the task of co-ordinating and 
carrying out the Red Cross international relief operation for 
which the ICRC had ultimate responsibility.

The range of activity of the Indo-China Bureau included 
Cambodia, where the situation was also changing rapidly, 
Thailand, which received an influx of refugees, and Laos, in 
addition to Vietnam.

Vietnam
At the beginning of 1975, the ICRC dealt with three 

entities: the Democratic Republic of Vietnam (DRVN), the 
Provisional Revolutionary Government of the Republic of South 
Vietnam (PRG) and the Republic of Vietnam (RVN).

In DRVN, the prefabricated dwelling programme, financed 
by the International Red Cross (costing 6.6 million Swiss francs in 
1974), continued.

In RVN, an ICRC delegate accompanied by a doctor visited 
1,228 prisoners of war at Can Tho, while another doctor co
ordinated and supervised a medico-social aid programme 
(mainly to help orphans, handicapped children or invalids) 
financed by the ICRC. In addition, the International Red Cross 
was helping the National Society with its displaced persons 
programmes.

The ICRC also kept in touch with the PRG to which the 
International Red Cross had, throughout 1974, continued to 
send equipment for a new 250-bed hospital.

The first calls for aid

In the catastrophic situation prevailing at the end of March, 
the Red Cross of the PRG — whose President, Dr. Nguyen 
Van Thu, had visited ICRC headquarters in Geneva on 19 March 
— asked for help for six million persons, one million of whom had 
recently been displaced. The food supplies needed were 
estimated to cost five million Swiss francs.
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The Saigon Red Cross also appealed to the International 
Red Cross to finance a plan, based on estimates by an ICRC 
delegate, to care for 100,000 destitute families— some 500,000 
persons— for a period of three months. The cost of this was also 
estimated at 5 million Swiss francs.

W ithout waiting for its appeals of 25 March and 3 April to 
bear fruit, the International Red Cross granted these two 
requests and large sums of money were transferred to the Saigon 
and PRG Red Cross Societies for the immediate purchase of 
relief supplies on the spot.

The Indo-China Bureau then organised the purchase, collec
tion and shipping to Vietnam from abroad of more than 20,000 
tons of food, clothing and medicaments.

Since those areas of South Vietnam which had fallen under 
the control of the revolutionary forces were not directly acces
sible, the authorities of the DRVN granted permission to ship 
relief supplies via the Democratic Republic of Vietnam. On 
23 April, the ICRC’s DC-6 started a shuttle service between 
Vientiane (Laos) and Hanoi. An ICRC delegate acting on 
behalf of IN D SEC  set up a base in the North Vietnamese capital 
to provide liaison with the authorities of the DRVN and the 
special representatives of the PRG.

While these contacts were being made with the GRP in 
Hanoi, the International Red Cross remained in constant contact 
with the GRP Liaison Bureau which had been opened in Geneva 
on 16 January.

Plans rapidly outstripped

Hardly had the operational plans been established for GRP 
zones and the territories still under the control of Saigon than 
they were outstripped by events.

According to specialists sent by the Indo-China Bureau to 
South Vietnam in mid-April, the original estimate of 5 million 
francs to provide the victims with relief had increased to more 
than 30 million francs.

The PRG Red Cross submitted a new list of requirem ents to 
a total value of 38 million francs. The bulk of the requirem ents 
were medical and hospital equipm ent and food, but the list also 
included raw materials (raw cotton, synthetic fibres, cloth) with 
which the Vietnamese would be able to manufacture some of the 
most urgently needed items themselves, such as clothes and coats 
which were essential at the onset of the rainy season.

To finance these programmes, thirty countries (governments 
and National Societies) and other donors, by 25 April, had 
promised 37.5 million francs in cash. By the same date the value 
of gifts in kind amounted to 4.5 million francs.

The closing days of the war

In the field. Red Cross teams were hard at work. Forty lorry
loads of relief supplies left daily for the still accessible provinces. 
The distribution of food and water was organised along the 
highways crowded with people fleeing the fighting. O ther sup
plies were sent by sea and air and, in some cases, were para
chuted to isolated groups of civilians.

Around Saigon and in the neighbouring provinces, dozens of 
camps— 54 by mid-April— had sprung up containing a displaced 
population of several hundred thousand persons. In the region of 
Vung Tau alone, a few tens of kilometers east of Saigon, there 
were about twenty such camps.

On the island of Quan Phu Quoc in the Gulf of Thailand, 
thousands of persons in quest of shelter moved in to replace the 
prisoners freed after the signing of the Paris Agreements. By mid- 
April, there were already 50,000 spread over 14 camps. This 
war-wracked mass was being cared for by 11 doctors, some 
20 nurses and 127 Red Cross relief workers. O ther doctors, 
nurses and relief workers were at work in Long-Binh, An-Loi, 
Phuoc-Tuy, Binh-Tuy, Long-Dien, Chi-Linh, Long-Hai, Long- 
Hoa, Bau-Sen, Trang-Bom, Long-Khanh, An-Loc, Ben Binh- 
Dong, etc.

Red Cross neutrality respected

On 30 April, the revolutionary forces entered Saigon where 
the International Red Cross delegation was still installed (five 
ICRC delegates and one League delegate).

The Saigon delegation had already taken steps to create a 
hospital and safety zone in case of fighting there.

Two buildings, that occupied by the delegation and that 
of the National Society, facing one another across the Rue de 
la Croix-Rouge, were thus neutralised on 29 April. This measure 
was not officially announced.

On 29 and 30 April, some 60 wounded and sick persons 
received care in the zone. The two buildings also took in orphans 
and lost children as well as persons left destitute and isolated.

No act of hostility or looting was committed against the two 
hospital and safety zones.

From 30 April onwards

As the revolutionary forces entered Saigon and as the 
Republic of Vietnam (RVN) became the Republic of South 
Vietnam (RSVN), the International Red Cross delegation was 
faced with three problems :

-  to make quick contact with the new authorities which had 
hitherto been kept informed of the activities of the delegation 
through the G RP representatives in Geneva and H anoi;

-  in co-operation with the National Society, to cope with the 
most urgent needs from available stocks;

-  to redefine— with the authorities and the National Society 
— what aid the International Red Cross was to provide over 
the medium term.

The first contact was made at the beginning of May. Then 
regular relations were established with Dr. Nguyen Van Thu, 
President of the “Liberation Red Cross of the P R G ” which had 
become the Red Cross of the Republic of South Vietnam, a full- 
fledged member of the International Red Cross.

To cope with the most urgent needs was the next problem, 
and the delegation continued its aid to the victims. The wounded
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were given care by the delegation’s doctor with the help of the 
Red Cross relief workers ; food was provided for displaced 
persons as they wandered the highways, not knowing where to go, 
or heading back toward their homes.

For security reasons, the new authorities later limited move
ment to the outer confines of the town.

Relief— a new type of aid

Exactly one month after the taking of the South Vietnamese 
capital, the new authorities welcomed to Saigon-Hô Chi Minh a 
delegation consisting of representatives of the United Nations 
Children’s Fund (UN ICEF), the United Nations High Commis
sioner for Refugees (HCR) and the International Red Cross. This 
humanitarian delegation was officially invited to discuss con
tinued international assistance, the third objective of the Inter
national Red Cross.

The progressive extension of administrative control over the 
whole territory enabled the new authorities to better assess the 
extent of the needs. These needs were considerable, especially for 
food and medical care. Help had to be continued for the vast 
numbers of displaced persons, and the medical services had to 
be reorganised in order to make them accessible to all.

Unemployment was also a problem. One way of helping to 
solve this was to get certain processing industries under way to 
produce the foodstuffs and other goods most urgently required. 
In this respect, Red Cross assistance assumed a new form. By 
supplying Vietnam with raw cotton, synthetic fibre and cloth, the 
International Red Cross enabled the National Society to clothe 
the destitute. By providing basic chemical products it helped the 
Vietnamese pharmaceutical industry to start up again, with the 
double advantage of creating jobs and providing cheap drugs. 
Powdered milk was processed on the spot to provide milk for 
babies.

It should be made clear that in North and South Vietnam 
alike the National Society has been a vital element in social 
development. The younger members of the Red Cross in par
ticular went into people’s homes to help them learn and observe 
the rules of hygiene.

In addition to its new departure, the International Red Cross 
also continued giving help in more traditional spheres. Thou
sands of tons of food have been shipped to Danang by sea and 
then on to  Saigon.

A 1000-ton cargo vessel chartered from 25 April covered 
the Singapore-Danang-Saigon run six times.

The International Red Cross DC-6, which had at first been 
allowed access only to Hanoi, was authorized to go to Saigon 
from June onwards. It made 56 round trips in all and brought 
several hundred tons of relief foodstuffs and medical supplies 
to Hanoi and Saigon from Bangkok, Singapore and Vientiane.

All of these supplies reached their destination via the Red 
Cross of the Republic of South Vietnam which sent distribution 
reports to the Indo-China Bureau. By the end of December, 
these reports showed that a total of 135,000 families or 820,000 
persons had been given aid.

By the same date, the International Red Cross had received 
a total of 75 million francs in contributions from governments,

National Societies and others, of which 43 million francs had 
been donated in cash. The total value of the aid provided to 
Vietnam by the end of 1975 am ounted to 31.5 million francs.

M edico-social activities after 30 April

Although our delegates were prevented from directly 
helping the victims of the conflict during a two-week period 
subsequent to the entry of the revolutionary forces into Saigon, 
they were nonetheless able to continue certain activities with the 
consent of the new authorities.

For example, the delegation doctor regularly visited several 
orphanages, especially at Gô-Vap, where he gave treatment, 
ensured that the rules of hygiene were observed and arranged for 
vaccinations. Throughout 1975, the International Red Cross 
continued to pay the wages of five kindergarten teachers at the 
Gô-Vap orphanage.

In June, the delegation opened an out-patient clinic at its 
headquarters, with treatm ent free of charge. It was attended 
mainly by destitute foreigners but also by Vietnamese. During its 
first three months of activity, this clinic treated 286 foreign 
patients of 11 nationalities, including 85 children under 12 years 
of age, and 61 Vietnamese of whom 11 were children.

Assistance to foreigners

A nother great problem for the delegation after 30 April was 
that of the foreigners still in Saigon. There were several thousand, 
stranded without any diplomatic representation, trying to find 
a way of leaving the country as their funds dwindled.

Not knowing where else to turn, they reported to the dele
gation where their names were taken (see page 31). The lists of 
names were then given to the Foreign Affairs Committee in 
Saigon-Ho Chi Minh and were also sent to Geneva, whence they 
were forwarded to the various countries of origin.

The ICRC provided aid, mainly in the form of food, to needy 
communities while awaiting a solution. Several homeless 
foreigners were temporarily housed in the delegation building.

Repatriations

The beginning of a solution to the problem of foreigners 
wishing to be repatriated was found towards the end of 1975 after 
a visit to South Vietnam, from 28 November to 3 December, by 
the D irector of ICRC operations, who was also Co-Director of 
the Indo-China Bureau. On behalf of the authorities, the Red 
Cross of the Republic of South Vietnam officially asked the Inter
national Red Cross for help in repatriating certain foreign groups 
mainly Indians, Pakistanis and Yemenis.

The first two flights in this operation took place on 28 and 
30 December 1975. A total of 444 Pakistanis returned home 
aboard a specially chartered DC-8-63.
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Vietnamese children evacuated abroad

During the latter part of April, a controversial procedure 
took place, the evacuation of Vietnamese children from Saigon to 
foreign countries, mainly to the United States.

The attitude of the ICRC, expressed in particular in a 
telegram to the Red Cross of the Democratic Republic of 
Vietnam, was as follows:

-  The ICRC, acting under the terms of the Geneva Conventions, 
is at all times concerned with providing its medical and 
material assistance to children in their own country and in their 
own cultural surroundings.

-  This is provided for in Article 24 of the Fourth Convention, 
which also establishes the conditions for the transfer and 
reception of children outside of their country, in the event of 
war a n d /o r  the duration o f  the conflict.
-  Considering that Article 24 is applicable in this instance, the 
ICRC refuses to act upon requests for adoption which it 
receives.

To make possible the eventual return to their country of 
these children, not all of whom were orphans, the ICRC sent a 
recommendation to the American Red Cross to the effect that 
every Vietnamese child should be identified and that information 
should be provided as to its location in the United States. This 
measure is a part of the customary procedure for the reuniting of 
families.

A t the end of 1975, no solution had been found to this 
problem.

Accidental death of the chief of a Swiss Red Cross medical 
team in the service of the ICRC

Dr. Jacob Sturzenegger, 49, chief of a Swiss Red Cross 
medical team working at Luang-Prabang in Laos, was killed on 
12 March 1975 while on his way to Saigon, where he was to make 
another visit to prisoners of war, in the company of an ICRC 
delegate.

The Air-Vietnam plane which he had boarded at Vientiane 
crashed near the village of Thanh-A n, not far from Pleiku.

Since the region was at that time in a zone of hostilities, the 
usual official investigation did not take place and the causes of the 
crash were not determined.

In the person of Dr. Sturzenegger, the Swiss Red Cross and 
the ICRC lost a highly esteemed professional worker who had 
devoted himself for many years to our humanitarian cause. In the 
course of an outstanding career, he had served in a num ber of 
responsible positions in Swiss hospitals before undertaking ICRC 
missions which took him to the Congo in the early 1960’s and 
later to Rwanda and other countries.

What is the International Red Cross?

Red Cross assistance in Indochina is officially 
the work of the In ternational R ed  Cross, so 
called because it is the joint effort of the IC R C , 
the League o f  R ed  Cross Societies and the 
N a tion a l R ed  Cross, R ed  Crescent and R ed  
Lion and Sun Societies.

The term “In ternational R ed  Cross” is fre
quently incorrectly used in referring either to the 
ICRC or the League.

Cambodia

At the beginning of 1975, large areas of territory were under 
the control of the revolutionary forces although the main towns 
still resisted and were accessible by air. Phnom Penh was the main 
target of the revolutionary forces.

Delegation activities

The International Red Cross had bases at Phnom Penh, 
Kompong Chhnang (80 km north of the capital) and in Battam- 
bang (350 km north-west of Phnom Penh). In the last-m en
tioned town, the ICRC had set up a secondary logistic-support 
base.

The delegation was made up of 34 members. Seven were 
delegates of the ICRC and League, while the medical and surgical 
teams came from the French, British, Belgian, Swedish and Swiss 
Red Cross Societies. There were also some 90 local employees 
working with the International Red Cross delegates.

The operation, for which the ICRC had overall responsi
bility, was mainly as follows:

-  material assistance: some 300,000 displaced persons, 120,000 
of whom were concentrated on the outskirts of Phnom Penh, 
received monthly rations— rice, dried fish and salt, and also 
clothes and soap;

-  construction o f  shelters: the International Red Cross financed 
and supervised the construction and maintenance of some 
twenty camps (of which fourteen were in Phnom Penh) for 
displaced persons.

-  medical assistance: mobile medical teams provided care twice 
a week in the camps and distributed milk and vitamins to 
prevent malnutrition in the children ; a medical team ( 1 doctor 
and 4 nurses) worked in Kompong Chhnang; a surgical team 
(2 doctors and 3 nurses) at the Prea Keth Mealea Hospital, 
Phnom Penh’s largest civilian hospital; a Swiss team, special
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ising in pediatry, worked at the Kantha Bopha children’s 
hospital in Phnom Penh.

The delegation also tried to accomplish its conventional 
tasks. A  local branch of the Central Tracing Agency employed 
local workers under the supervision of an ICRC delegate. They 
could register reports of missing persons but the absence of 
contact with the opposite side limited the scope of their activities 
(see page 31).

After January 1975, the ICRC was again authorised to visit 
prisons. Until April, delegates could enter nine detention centres 
and speak with prisoners without a witness. Relief was given to 
prisoners among whom were members of the People’s Armed 
Forces for the National Liberation of Kampuchea.

All of these activities called for a monthly expenditure of
700,000 Swiss francs at the beginning of 1975. Finance was 
provided by donors (National Societies, governments and others) 
through the Indo-China Operational Group and then through the 
Indo-China Bureau which took over its functions on 1 April.

In observance of Red Cross principles, the ICRC constantly 
tried to help all victims of the conflict, wherever they were and 
whatever the camp to which they belonged. It was unfortunately 
impossible to reach that goal as approaches in Paris to the 
GRUNK Mission (Kampuchea Royal Government of National 
Union) had been in vain. Efforts made by the delegates on the 
spot had also been unsuccessful.

The G RUNK Mission in Paris, however, continued to 
regularly receive lists of International Red Cross personnel in 
Cambodia as well as information on the activities of the 
delegation.

March : acceleration of events

In March, the situation was intensified as the FUNK (United 
National Front of Kampuchea) forces began an irresistible 
advance.

On 14 March, the ICRC received a telegram from Peking, 
signed by Norodom Sihanouk, President o f FUNK and 
Cambodian Head of State. Referring to a pending “ offensive 
by the People’s Arm ed Forces for National Liberation against 
Phnom Penh” , Prince Sihanouk asked international organiza
tions to evacuate their personnel, adding that their security could 
no longer be guaranteed.

The ICRC, which bore overall responsibility for Inter
national Red Cross activity in Cambodia, could not ignore this 
warning. On the other hand, it could not simply order its dele
gates and doctors to abandon the victims. A reply to that effect 
was sent to Prince Sihanouk.

A t the end of March a decision was taken to cut down staff. 
On 3 April, the surgical team from Kompong Chhnang returned 
to the capital. On 5 April, fourteen delegates (the Swedish and 
Swiss teams, 5 nurses and an administrator) were withdrawn to 
Bangkok.

Sixteen delegates, all of them volunteers, remained at 
Phnom Penh. Thereafter, the International Red Cross was the 
only humanitarian institution still at work in Cambodia.

On 14 and 15 April, while activities in the camps continued 
in the face of the peril, the fronts surrounding Phnom Penh gave 
way, resulting in an influx of thousands of persons into the city’s 
suburbs. An emergency action —  distribution of rice, water and 
milk— was organized by the delegation. The delegation also took 
charge of 110 children suffering from undernutrition who had 
been cared for by another organization.

Establishment of a hospital and safety zone

On 16 April, there was no longer any doubt about the 
outcome and the Phnom Penh delegation, with the approval of 
the ICRC in Geneva, took the initiative of setting up a hospital 
and safety zone.

A zone of this kind, which has no status of extra-territoriality 
and cannot constitute a refuge for persons seeking political 
asylum, is only intended to provide a temporary shelter from  the 
effects o f  war, with priority for the wounded and sick and for those 
who care for them.

Such a zone was established at the Hotel Phnom, chosen for 
the following reasons : its distance from any military objective, its 
separation from any nearby buildings and the fact that it had the 
necessary facilities to receive a large number of people for a 
period of several days. A medical and surgical dispensary was 
installed.

By the end of the day, some 1,500 persons fled into the zone. 
All of them were searched and any weapons found were 
confiscated.

Transmission by the ICRC of an offer of surrender

A nother im portant event took place during the last 24 hours 
of the delegation’s activity. On 16 April, Mr. Long Boret, who 
was at that time Prime Minister, asked the International Red 
Cross to transmit to the revolutionary forces a proposal for a 
cease-fire, to be followed immediately by a transfer of power.

The ICRC agreed to perform its traditional function as a 
neutral intermediary and, without expressing itself on the 
contents of the surrender offer, sent the text to Peking, addressed 
to Prince Norodom Sihanouk, Cambodian head of state.

The ICRC based its decision on the following considera
tions:

-  every passing hour increased the number of victims;
-  if any chance existed, however small, for bringing a quick end 

to the fighting, it should be seized ;
-  the ICRC had no way of determining whether transmission of 

the surrender offer could be made by another intermediary.

A few hours later, the ICRC in Geneva received a reply from 
Prince Sihanouk, a refusal to accept the message. The Interna
tional Red Cross was asked “ to cease to concern itself with the 
internal affairs of Cambodia” .
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The end of ICRC activity in Cambodia

During the morning of 17 April, when the revolutionary 
forces entered Phnom Penh, another thousand persons fled into 
the hospital and safety zone. Five seriously wounded persons 
were also admitted and after first aid treatm ent were sent to the 
Prea Keth Mealea Hospital, where it was found that the hospital 
had been abandoned by its surgical personnel. It was then 
decided to send the British surgical team to the hospital, but they 
were unable to pass the road blocks. The wounded therefore 
remained in the care of local nurses.

Between 11 a.m. and noon, a meeting took place at the 
Phnom Hotel between the head of the International Red Cross 
delegation and a representative of the revolutionary forces.

In the early afternoon, armed groups entered the zone and 
requisitioned medical supplies. A  short time later, the head of the 
delegation and his deputy left the hotel and were taken under 
escort to the office of the delegation where they had to turn over 
the medical supplies.

On returning to  the Hotel Phnom, they found that evacua
tion of the zone was under way, on orders of the revolutionary 
forces. The delegation had already returned to their families the 
last of the slightly wounded persons still remaining at the hotel. 
Foreigners, including the delegates of the International Red 
Cross, were given asylum in the French embassy, which they left 
about two weeks later, under escort, for Thailand.

Thailand
Some weeks before the end of the war in Cambodia, the 

ICRC set up a base in Bangkok to support the delegation in 
Phnom Penh.

A radio station, permanently tuned to the frequency of the 
Phnom Penh delegation, was opened in the Thai capital because 
the conditions for transmitting between Cambodia and Geneva 
were such that contact could be established only at certain times, 
whereas in the rapidly deteriorating situation it was vital that 
perm anent contact be maintained.

Working with the Thai authorities and Red Cross, some of 
the ICRC delegates who had pulled out of Phnom Penh pre
pared towards the end of April to receive the foreigners who 
had taken refuge in the French Embassy in Phnom Penh when 
they crossed the Thai-Cambodian border at Aranyaprathet. 
This operation was completed on 8 May when the second and 
last convoy of foreigners left Cambodia.

The International Red Cross then concentrated its efforts on 
helping the tens of thousands of refugees who had left, or were 
still pouring out of Cambodia, Vietnam and Laos.

The Thai authorities took charge of this help with financial 
support from the United Nations High Commissioner for 
Refugees (HCR) in particular. Until the arrangements envisaged 
in the agreement between the Thai authorities and the HCR 
could be put into effect, the International Red Cross offered its 
help to the National Red Cross in the emergency medical 
assistance and food distribution services it was providing. By the

end of 1975, some 300,000 Swiss francs had been allocated to 
the National Society.

The ICRC delegates regularly visited the camps set up by the 
Thai administration and systematically registered all the refugees 
(see p. 31). They also provided direct help by supplying the 
refugees with farming implements, study books and articles for 
their leisure.

Laos
As all the prisoners of war had been exchanged in September 

and October 1974, the ICRC delegation in Vientiane concen
trated most of its attention on assistance work during 1975.

In particular, the delegation supported various activities of 
the Lao Red Cross and continued helping the village of Ban 
Kok Van, where displaced persons had been rehoused since 
1974.

The political changes during the year, which changed the 
Kingdom of Laos into the Lao People’s Democratic Republic, did 
not affect the activities of the ICRC which had been in contact 
with the Patriotic Laotian Front (Neo Lao Hak Sat) for several 
years. Many gifts of medical supplies were forwarded to that 
movement in 1975, especially during the first six months.

It should be noted that between April and June, Vientiane 
became the hub of the operation for forwarding relief supplies to 
Vietnam. The International Red Cross DC 6 took off from 
Vientiane on its relief supply transport missions until the sea 
ports of Danang and Saigon were reopened.

Financial situation of the Indochina 
mission by the end of 1975

The accounts of the joint ICRC-League 
mission in Indochina were closed on 31 March 
and are published separately.

By way of indication, here are some figures 
for this mission as they appeared at the end of 
1975:
-  contributions from governments, National 

Societies and various organisations in response 
to appeals launched on 25 March and 3 April: 
Sfr. 75 million, of which about Sfr. 32 million 
were in the form of goods and services;

-  expenditure and com m itm ents  at the end of 
Decem ber: over Sfr. 60 million;

-  relief supplies sent to Indochina throughout 
1975 (IO G  and INDSEC purchases +  gifts 
in kind from governments, National Societies, 
the EEC and other sources) : Sfr. 77 .6  million.
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Timor
August 1975 saw the sudden outbreak of a new conflict on 

Timor, an island in the Indonesian archipelago, the eastern part 
of which was a Portuguese colony. The fighting took place 
between the Timor Democratic Union (UDT) and the Revo
lutionary Democratic Front fo r  the Independence o f  East Timor 
(FRETILIN ). The hostilities were mainly in Dili and civilians 
were the principal victims. Hundreds of refugees left the island in 
boats and sought safety in Darwin, Australia. O thers fled into 
the mountains.

When news of the outbreak of hostilities first reached it, 
the ICRC established contact with the Australian Red Cross 
which acted quickly to care for refugees.

On 21 August, Portugal officially requested the assistance of 
the ICRC in evacuating foreigners from East Timor. This was 
followed by other requests for more extensive assistance.

On 28 August, the ICRC regional delegate for south-east 
Asia, stationed at Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, arrived at Baucau, 
East Timor, after a short stopover on A tauro, a nearby island, 
where he conferred with Portuguese authorities and the medical 
personnel who had been forced to leave the Dili hospital.

In Baucau, second largest town in East Timor, he met a 
representative of the UDT, who expressed approval for a twofold 
ICRC action of protection and assistance, pursuant to the 
Geneva Conventions, which the U D T representative said his 
organization would respect.

On 31 August, Mr. Xavier do Amaral, President of the 
FRETILIN, and Com mander Lobato, com mander-in-chief of 
the armed forces of this movement, also agreed to an ICRC 
action. The ICRC thus had the agreement of all parties for its 
assistance programme, which continued until 6 December.

Urgent needs: medicine and surgery

As early as 1 September, the Dili hospital, containing 200 
wounded and sick persons, began to function again, thanks to 
medical personnel provided to the ICRC by the Australian Red 
Cross.

On the same day, another Australian medical team went to 
work at the hospital in Baucau, which was under the control of the 
UDT.

Doctors and nurses also went to other towns and villages, to 
see what was needed and to provide care. Such itinerant medical 
missions visited the following places : Viqueque, M anatuto, 
Aileu, Maubisse, Same, Ainaro, Maliana, Liquica, Maubara, 
Suai, Erm era, A tabae, Railaco, Latefoho, Bobonaro, Lautem, 
Hatudo and Atsabe.

On 4 September, the ICRC doctors opened another poly
clinic at Dili, which received 150 patients on the first day. The 
most urgent medical and surgical needs were thus met.

In other respects, reports from the delegation to the ICRC in 
Geneva gave the following picture of the situation:

-  about 150,000 persons were affected by the events, to a 
greater or lesser extent;

-  there were a large number of displaced persons, which com
plicated the job of estimating needs and providing medical 
assistance— which was provided only by the twelve ICRC 
doctors aided by qualified local medical personnel;

-  East Timor was no longer receiving its normal supplies of food, 
and shortages were developing. These did not reach dangerous 
proportions however. The ICRC dealt with local needs but 
distributions of food continued to be limited;

-  while Dili did not suffer much damage, there was great 
destruction in other localities, where many families lost 
everything they owned.

Western Timor —  refugees by the thousands

The ICRC was concerned not only with East Timor, for 
thousands of refugees were fleeing westward into the Indonesian 
part of the island. Here they were helped by the Indonesian 
Red Cross, and further help was soon provided by a committee 
with representatives of the Indonesian Ministry of Health, the 
Salvation Army and the churches.

O ne month after the outbreak of hostilities, the number of 
refugees was estimated at 40,000.

Between 19 and 26 September, an ICRC delegate was 
perm itted to visit various camps near the frontier separating 
Portuguese and Indonesian Timor, to estimate the needs of the 
refugees.

On receiving his report, the ICRC decided to assist the 
efforts of the Indonesian Red Cross, with which it had been in 
contact for several weeks. It undertook to finance a specific 
programme providing for medical assistance, purchase of textiles 
and help in the training of volunteers to  work in the camps. A 
special budget was drawn up, totalling 825,000 Swiss francs. 
An appeal for funds to cover this budget was sent to various 
governments and National Societies.

During the initial phase, seven tons of powdered milk and
45,000 pounds of baby food— since a great number of infants 
were among the refugees in W estern Timor— arrived in 
Indonesia. The ICRC turned over an initial sum of 100,000 Swiss 
francs to the National Society. By the end of November, the 
Indonesian Red Cross had received a total of 300,000 francs in 
cash.

Eastern Timor: rapid developm ent of traditional 
activities

As noted above, the ICRC regional delegate was present in 
East Timor from 28 August onwards. H e was soon joined by 
three Swiss delegates, and an administrative officer and radio 
operator from Australia.

A support base was set up at the same time at Darwin, 
Australia, with the co-operation of the Australian Red Cross, 
which arranged for the Australian Government to lend the ICRC 
an aircraft. Dili and Darwin were in contact by radio.

The ICRC’s conventional activities developed rapidly, with 
visits to prisoners, exchanges of Red Cross messages, listing of 
missing persons, searches, relief, etc. (see page 31).
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The ICRC obtained the approval of the F R E TILIN  to visit 
freely all the places of detention under its control. Within two 
days after his arrival in East Timor, the head of the delegation 
made three visits to some 100 UDT  prisoners in the hands of the 
FRETILIN . In Baucau, he was granted comparable facilities 
by the UDT.

From September to 15 October, delegates, usually accom
panied by a doctor, visited some 15 places of detention with a 
total of 1,500 prisoners. From 15 October to 15 November, 
33 visits were made to 18 places of detention with 1,546 
prisoners. The ICRC arranged for transfer of badly wounded 
prisoners to the hospital at Dili.

The final visits took place on 5 and 6 December at Dili, 
where about 680 persons, mainly UDT andA P O D E T D  soldiers, 
were still held by the FRETILIN .

During these visits, the delegates distributed relief consisting 
for the most part of blankets, clothing and underclothing, toilet 
articles and cigarettes.

Relief was also given to the civilians most directly affected by 
the events, but these needs were relatively small. Distributions 
from 2 September to 15 November included 1,900 kg of 
powdered milk, 7,870 tins of baby food, 14 tons of rice and 
several hundred articles of clothing, the latter mainly to 
orphanages.

Portuguese military prisoners

Soon after the conflict began, some Portuguese soldiers were 
captured by the U D T  and the FRETILIN .

On 9 September, 28 Portuguese soldiers were released by 
F R E T IL IN  to the ICRC which took them to Darwin the 
following day.

The U D T was holding 23 Portuguese soldiers. An ICRC 
delegate encountered them between 22 and 24 September at 
A tapupu, on the Indonesian side of the frontier. Despite 
numerous requests, this visit could not be repeated. Contacts with 
leaders of groups opposed to the F R E T IL IN  were also broken 
off.

Reversal o f the situation

A t the end of November there was a sudden change in the 
general situation, due to military developments.

On 28 November, as a result of these development, the 
F R E TILIN  unilaterally declared the independence of East 
Timor. On the following day, four other political groups— the 
UDT, A P O D E T I, K O T A 2 and T R A B A L H IS T A 3 — announced 
the attachm ent of the territory to Indonesia. Portugal reaffirmed 
its sovereignty over the territory.

1 P eop le’s Dem ocratic A ssociation of Timor.
2 K O T A : Klibur Oan Timor Aswain.
3 T R A B A L H IST A  : W orkers’ Party.

Various sources reported an impending military offensive in 
the direction of Dili.

With the agreement of headquarters in Geneva, the ICRC 
delegation took certain precautionary measures. The hum anita
rian action continued, but the delegates and doctors left Dili 
every evening to spend the night at A tauro, returning to Dili the 
next morning.

The anticipated offensive took place on the night of 
6-7 December, making it impossible for the ICRC plane to return 
to Dili. The delegates and doctors withdrew to Darwin three days 
later, ready to resume their mission as soon as it was possible to 
do so.

From 7 December onwards, the ICRC intervened repeat
edly with interlocutors in Jakarta, Geneva and at the United 
Nations in New York, seeking permission from the parties to the 
conflict for the delegates to return to East Timor to resume their 
humanitarian activities. A t the end of the year, however, this 
had not been possible.

Asian Sub-Continent
The regional delegation in India and the delegation in 

Bangladesh and Pakistan continued to be busy in 1975, dealing 
with the afterm ath of the 1971 conflict.

Following the Delhi agreements of 28 August 1973 and 
8 April 1974, the Governments of India, Pakistan and Bangla
desh had asked the Swiss Confederation, the United Nations 
High Commissioner for Refugees and the ICRC to arrange the 
transfer of the persons concerning whom agreement had been 
reached. During 1974, all prisoners of war and civilian internees 
were enabled to return to their countries of origin and large 
numbers of other civilians were taken to countries of their choice.

At the end of 1974, there were two problems still outstand
ing : one concerned those persons who had received the necessary 
authorization to emigrate but had not been able to leave before 
the deadline fixed for July 1974; the second problem related to 
« non-locals » in Bangladesh whose request to go to Pakistan had 
been refused.

For persons of the first category, some solutions were found 
and 212 persons belonging to non-Bengali minorities left 
Bangladesh for Pakistan in 1975 with travel papers issued by the 
Central Tracing Agency, each case being considered individually.

For persons in the second category, the ICRC had to deal 
with appeals by those who did not accept the Pakistan refusal 
since they considered that they belonged to one of the groups of 
persons eligible to immigrate under the Delhi agreements.

In 1975, the delegation in Dacca continued to receive these 
appeals, accepting them until the spring, and transmitted them to 
the Pakistan authorities.

Later, it was the delegation’s task to inform the prospective 
immigrants of the Pakistan government’s decisions on their 
appeals and prepare the necessary papers for those who had been 
granted permission to enter Pakistan.
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At the request of the Pakistan Government, the delegation 
also had to gather further information in a number of doubtful 
cases, which sometimes required travel into the interior of the 
country to trace the persons concerned.

From the beginning of these transfer operations, the dele
gations in Dacca and Islamabad sent about 30,000 appeals, 
involving some 200,000 persons, to the Pakistan authorities.

At the end of 1975, there were still about 15,000 persons 
waiting to be repatriated.

In addition, still in relation to the conflict, the ICRC 
repatriated 53 Pakistanis who had illegally crossed the border 
into India in 1971. Of this number, 42 had been detained in 
various Indian prisons, where they had been visited by the ICRC.

Two other Pakistanis, who were already in prison in India 
before the outbreak of hostilities, were repatriated by the Swiss 
Embassy, with ICRC assistance.

EUROPE

Cyprus
As all the prisoners of war had been liberated in the autumn 

of 1974, the basic reason for keeping an ICRC delegation in 
Cyprus in 1975 resulted from the Fourth Geneva Convention 
(protection of civilian persons). However, as the situation on the 
island developed, the volume of activities was progressively 
reduced and the number of delegates— nearly 50 at the beginning 
of the year— was cut to three by December.

In the spring of 1975, a feature of the situation on the 
island, henceforth split into two zones (the north being in 
Turkish-Cypriot hands and the south under Greek-Cypriot 
control) was that, on each side of the demarcation line, there were 
groups of persons who belonged to the other community on 
the other side.

In fact, there were several thousand Greek-Cypriots in 
the northern zone, mostly concentrated in Karpasia and in the 
regions of Kyrenia and M orphou, and consisting of aged people, 
women and young children.

In the southern zone, several thousand Turkish-Cypriots 
were spread over some sixty villages. In August 1975, an 
agreement signed in Vienna by the two communities enabled 
these Turkish-Cypriots to leave the south of the island for the 
north. The United Nations took charge of the transfer which was 
completed in September.

Transfer of persons

Beginning on 30 November 1974, the ICRC started trans
ferring certain categories of person (wounded, sick, pregnant 
women, mothers and their children and the aged) from the north 
to the south and vice versa for humanitarian reasons in

accordance with an agreement signed— at the suggestion of the 
ICRC— by the representatives of the two communities. These 
transfers were suspended by the Greek-Cypriot authorities 
towards the end of January. Transfers for urgent medical reasons 
were, however, still permitted. Such cases, proposed by the ICRC 
doctors, were generally just a few per week.

In addition, the ICRC frequently had to deal with soldiers 
(patrols) and civilians who occasionally wandered across to the 
wrong side of the demarcation line. Such persons were taken 
prisoner and were, in most cases, allowed visits by the ICRC 
delegates, after which they were repatriated.

Medical assistance

At the beginning of 1975, there were still five mobile 
medical teams operating in Cyprus. These had been made 
available to the ICRC by the National Red Cross Societies of the 
Federal Republic of Germany, Denmark, Finland, Ireland and 
Sweden.

In the north, three of the teams were looking to the medical 
and sanitary conditions of the Greek-Cypriot communities.

In the south, the mobile medical teams were holding general 
surgery at various centralised points, especially in the hospitals of 
Limassol, Larnaca, Polis and Paphos. Most of the cases were 
geriatric.

The fact that the Turkish-Cypriot authorities set up a 
medical infrastructure in the north and the fact that the Turkish- 
Cypriots in the south were allowed to move about within their 
district meant that the ICRC was able to pull its medical teams 
out by May. However, one doctor remained with the delegation 
until August.

Relief supplies

Until the summer, the ICRC kept a co-ordinator in Nicosia 
and two specialised delegates in charge of the northern and 
southern zones and the Limassol and Nicosia depots.

In the north, the ICRC provided various authorities with 
emergency supplies but distributed them itself only when the 
delegates noticed any urgent need among the Greek-Cypriot 
communities. The bulk of the supplies were provided for the 
Turkish-Cypriots by the United Nations High Commissioner for 
Refugees (HCR). The Greek-Cypriots received supplies from 
the south via the United Nations Forces in Cyprus (UNFICYP).

In the south, the Cyprus Governm ent and the HCR 
provided assistance for the displaced Greek-Cypriots. The 
ICRC regularly provided large quantities of emergency food 
supplies, mainly through the Cyprus Red Cross, including meat, 
baby food and powdered milk. The delegates also distributed 
supplies to the Turkish-Cypriot communities to supplement 
those provided by the Cyprus Government.

19



Missing persons

In 1975, the Central Tracing Agency was still busy trying to 
trace those who had disappeared during the 1974 events. During 
the first six months the CTA managed to discover the fate of most 
of those reported missing, leaving to the com petent authorities on 
the island only those cases which they alone might settle 
(see p. 32).

Financial situation

During 1975, the Cyprus mission received further contri
butions from governments, National Red Cross Societies and 
various other bodies. These, added to the balance brought 
forward from 1974, made a total of 5.7 million Swiss francs. Total 
expenditure for the operation was 4.8 million Swiss francs leaving 
a balance of 927,000 Swiss francs at the end of 1975 (see 
Tables VII and VIII).

France
The Claustre affair

Early in October, after a demarche by the French G overn
ment, the ICRC took up the case of Mrs. Françoise Claustre, a 
French citizen who had been taken prisoner in Tibesti by a 
movement opposing the legal Governm ent of Chad.

In this affair the ICRC followed the line of conduct that it 
had set itself in 1972 for cases in which hostages are taken, and 
which it had published at that time in the International Review o f  
the Red Cross. According to these rules, the ICRC will only act by 
way of exception if one of the parties so requests and the others so 
agree and then only provided that there is no direct or indirect 
contact between the parties.

This is the answer that it sent to the French Government and 
to General Félix Malloun Ngakoutou Beyndi, President of the 
Supreme Military Council and Head of State of the Republic of 
Chad. The offer by the ICRC to act, if so required, as a neutral 
intermediary was declined by the Chad H ead of State.

Northern Ireland
In March 1975, an ICRC delegate, accompanied by a 

medical delegate, visited the places of detention where internees 
were being held under the terms of the emergency legislation 
introduced in 1971. This was the seventh series of visits to all of 
the places of detention since this legislation came into effect.

The delegates visited 421 men and 115 women (including 
13 administrative internees) in the Maze (Long Kesh) and 
Armagh prisons and spoke with them, as usual, without 
witnesses.

At that time the British Government was beginning to 
implement its policy of progressively releasing internees at the 
rate of four or five a day. The last of the internees were released at 
the beginning of December, thus putting an end to internment 
without trial.

The ICRC, consequently, made no further visits in that 
region during the rest of the year.

Portugal
Visits to political detainees

On three missions— in August, October and December 
1975-— ICRC delegates visited six detention centres where, on 
the last of these visits, they saw 1,400 political detainees. As 
usual, the ICRC representatives spoke to the detainees without 
witnesses. With the agreement of the Government and the 
support of the Portuguese Red Cross, the ICRC also helped 
financially the most needy of the detainees’ families.

Assistance to persons repatriated from Mozambique 
and Angola

Until O ctober 1975, when the League took over this 
mission, the ICRC co-ordinated relief work to help Portuguese 
citizens who had returned from Mozambique and Angola. This 
work was perform ed on the spot by the Portuguese Red Cross in 
close collaboration with the competent government bodies.

The ICRC appealed to a number of governments and 
National Societies, asking for their support in carrying out this 
operation.

ICRC representatives discussed with the Portuguese author
ities problems relating to the protection of those Portuguese 
citizens who had remained in Mozambique and Angola.

In this connection, the ICRC sent a representative of the 
CTA to Lisbon to help develop the activities of the Portuguese 
Red Cross Tracing Office (see p. 31).

It should once again be stressed that, with the help of the 
Portuguese authorities and Red Cross, the ICRC was able to send 
large quantities of relief supplies via Lisbon for its humanitarian 
work in Angola.

MIDDLE EAST 
Conflict between Israel and 
the Arab countries

For the eighth consecutive year, the ICRC continued the 
mission which it started in 1967 to help the victims of the conflict 
between Israel and the Arab countries.
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As the last of the prisoners of war taken in October 1973 had 
been repatriated during 1974, the ICRC could concentrate its 
efforts in 1975 on protecting and helping the civilians, especially 
those in the Israeli-occupied territories. The delegates tried to 
get to grips with the humanitarian problems besetting both 
individuals and whole communities, in order to try to solve them 
insofar as the means and possibilities available to the ICRC 
allowed.

The ICRC delegates held frequent discussions with the 
Israeli authorities on the subject of these various problems which 
included the destruction of houses, expulsions and the medical 
situation in the occupied territories.

ICRC activity, as in the past, was based essentially on the 
Fourth Geneva Convention relative to the Protection of Civilian 
Persons in Time of War. Israel did not always recognize the 
applicability of this Convention to the occupied territories 
although it did allow the delegates to perform the tasks resulting 
therefrom on a pragmatic case-to-case basis.

On this basis, large-scale action was continued to help 
civilian detainees and internees (visits, distribution of relief 
supplies in prisons, transport for detainees’ families) and to assist 
people in crossing the demarcation lines (especially students 
from the Gaza Strip, Sinai and the West Bank of the Jordan).

Relief food supplies made available to the ICRC by the 
European Economic Community, the Swiss Confederation and 
the Arab Republic of Egypt were distributed to the needy as in 
previous years, under the supervision of the delegates.

Help to inhabitants of the occupied territories was made 
possible by the collaboration of the ICRC delegations in Amman, 
Beirut, Damascus and Cairo, which, in particular, participated in 
the operations enabling families to visit one another across the 
demarcation lines. They also forwarded a mass of family 
messages (see p. 31) and ensured that the needy received relief 
food and other supplies either direct or through charitable 
organisations.

Activities to help civilian detainees and internees

In 1975, ICRC delegates visited seven prisons in Israel and 
seven in the occupied territories. Just over 3,000 A rab civilians 
from the occupied territories and the A rab countries parties to 
the conflict were being held in those fourteen prisons.

As the prison population was more stable in Israel than in the 
occupied territories, the ICRC visited detainees in Israel every 
two months and those in the occupied territories monthly. The 
usual reports were drawn up and submitted to the governments 
concerned (the detainees’ own governments and the Detaining 
Power). Various approaches were made to the Detaining Power 
on the subject of the conditions in the prisons, especially over
crowding.

Some 6,500 standard parcels, containing cigarettes, biscuits, 
etc., and 31,300 parcels of fruit were distributed by the delegates 
who also bought 1,525 books for the shelves of the prison 
libraries and transm itted 6,263 Red Cross messages to the 
detainees. The ICRC also financed the purchase of glasses, 
dentures, orthopaedic footwear and artificial limbs for 264 Arab 
prisoners.

The ICRC continued to provide transport for most of the 
detainees’ families in the occupied territories, from their homes 
to the prisons. In all, 722 coachloads and 139 taxi trips conveyed 
32,788 persons. The financial contribution of the ICRC to these 
operations was nearly 150,000 Swiss francs.

Reuniting families and student travel

W hen a person wishes to be reunited with his family in the 
occupied territories, his relatives may submit a request to that 
effect to the authorities of the Occupying Power. Once this first 
step has been taken, the ICRC intervenes only to help those cases 
which are refused and where the humanitarian problems created 
by the separation are apparent.

In 1975, thirty cases were submitted by the ICRC. Of these, 
five were accepted, sixteen refused and nine undecided. The 
above-mentioned procedure, which has been in force in the 
occupied West Bank of the Jordan for many years, was intro
duced in the Gaza Strip and in Sinai only in the second half of 
1975 (during the first six months 28 persons were reunited 
with their families in Gaza and Sinai).

Operations to enable civilians to travel between the 
occupied territories and the adjacent A rab countries continued 
during 1975: families were reunited on one side or the other 
of the demarcation lines, students from the occupied territories 
returned home for their holidays and then went back to their 
studies together with new students who had just completed their 
secondary education in the occupied territories.

Most of these operations took place in the United Nations 
buffer zone in Sinai, which 17,797 persons crossed, compared to 
only 8 at Lod, 33 by the Allenby Bridge and 94 at the western 
entrance to  Kuneitra.

Exchange of mortal remains

In April and December 1975, the remains of 93 Egyptian 
soldiers were returned to the Egyptian authorities and those of 39 
Israeli soldiers who fell on the Egyptian front in 1973, to Israel. 

Egypt also returned to Israel the bodies of two civilians. 
These exchange operations were carried out in the presence 

of ICRC delegates.

Repatriation of an Israeli soldier

A n Israeli soldier who had been captured by the Lebanese 
forces on the night of 1-2 January 1975, was repatriated on 
17 February. In accordance with the provisions of the Geneva 
Conventions, he had been visited by ICRC delegates on three 
occasions during his captivity. On the same day, Israel freed 
eleven Lebanese civilians who were repatriated under ICRC 
auspices.
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R elief supplies

The relief food supplies provided by the European 
Economic Community, the Swiss Confederation (see p. 28) 
and the Arab Republic of Egypt (78 tons for people in southern 
Sinai) were distributed to the needy by various organisations with 
the participation of the ICRC delegates.

The delegates set up a specific relief operation between 
February and April. Torrential rains had flooded the El Arish 
region, causing serious damage and leaving many people without 
shelter. On 22 February, the ICRC organised the first convoy, 
transporting 2,000 blankets and several dozen tents, while the 
Israeli authorities provided emergency food and medical 
supplies. During the following days, the ICRC also distributed 
35 tons of flour from the relief food supplies provided by the 
EEC  and the Swiss Confederation.

As soon as the catastrophe was announced, Egypt proposed 
sending relief supplies to the victims. The ICRC delegates 
negotiated with the Israeli authorities and obtained permission 
for 72 tons of emergency food supplies and 10,000 metres of 
cloth, a gift from the Egyptian Red Crescent, to the flood victims, 
to  be handed over to a Red Crescent representative at El Arish on 
30 April. These supplies were distributed by the local town 
council and Red Crescent with the help of the ICRC delegates.

Help for invalids

A t the end of 1974, the Red Cross of the Federal Republic of 
Germany made a further financial contribution to the Magen 
David A dom  to enable it to continue providing help for the 
disabled in the occupied territories in 1975. Working with the 
ICRC delegates, the Magen David Adom was able to fit 37 
invalids with artificial limbs.

Hospital and medical situation in the occupied territories

In 1975, as in 1971, 1972 and 1974, an ICRC medical 
delegate made a detailed study of the hospital and medical 
situation in the occupied territories in the Gaza Strip, Sinai and 
on the Golan Heights. For the first time for many years, this 
survey was extended to the West Bank of the Jordan.

During this mission, which ran from the beginning of April to 
August, the ICRC medical delegate visited some 240 infirmaries, 
clinics, medical centres and hospitals.

Reports drawn up for the authorities of Israel and of the 
Arab countries concerned contained the comments and sugges
tions of the medical delegate, who had been afforded every 
facility in performing his task. Several discussions were held with 
the competent authorities on the subject of the problems 
reported.

Population shifts

There was only one Arab population shift in 1975. The 
Bedouin tribes of the Ein Sadr region in the Sinai were moved 
to El Rissan and El Malha. The authorities of the Occupying 
Power informed the ICRC delegation that this move was 
necessary for military reasons. The operation affected some 
1,800 persons who were helped by the Israeli authorities to 
resettle. The delegates satisfied themselves that this transfer was 
carried out under the best possible conditions and they regularly 
visited the tribes in their new places of residence. The ICRC 
provided them with some relief food supplies, drawing in 
particular on its flour stocks. It also asked the Israeli authorities 
to allow this community to return to its home territory as soon as 
the reasons given for this move ceased to exist.

Incidentally, the withdrawal agreement between Egypt and 
Israel made it possible for several Bedouin tribes to return to 
their original locations from which they had been routed in 1967 
either by the war or by the establishment of military zones.

Unsolved problems covered by the Fourth Convention

The ICRC is concerned to see that the Fourth Convention 
is respected in the occupied territories and it approaches the 
Occupying Power whenever it notes that that Power is not 
respecting some obligation, or civilian right, specified in the 
Convention.

Despite earlier approaches, renewed in 1975, some prob
lems have still not been solved.
-  Applicability of the Fourth Convention: the ICRC is of the 

opinion that it is applicable in toto in the three occupied 
territories and it cannot accept that a duly ratified international 
treaty may be suspended at the wish of one of the parties.

-  Destruction of houses: Despite all the efforts made by the 
ICRC on the basis of Arts. 33, 49 and 53 of the Fourth 
Convention, the destruction of houses continued. In 1975, the 
ICRC was informed of 57 homes destroyed and eleven bricked 
up. These measures affected more than 300 persons. The 
ICRC provided those victims who did not immediately find a 
new home with basic necessities (tents, blankets, food). The 
ICRC has constantly reminded the Israeli authorities that it is 
opposed to such destruction.

-  Expulsions: Referring to Art. 49 of the Fourth Convention, 
the ICRC delegation protested against the expulsion to 
Lebanon, on 18 April, of five civilian Arab detainees who had 
until then been under administrative arrest. The ICRC also 
transm itted to the Israeli authorities requests by persons 
expelled before 1975 to return to their homes in the occupied 
territories. The ICRC, which had already tried to prevent these 
expulsions, supported these requests.

-  Israeli settlements in the occupied territories.

22



Iraq
In spring 1975, the ICRC had to cease the relief work it 

had started towards the end of 1974 to help the victims of 
the conflict raging in Iraqi Kurdistan (see Annual Report 1974, 
p. 54).

What in fact happened was that, following the signing of an 
agreement between Iran and Iraq, the Iranian Government 
informed the ICRC that although it had no objection to the 
ICRC’s continuing its relief work in Iraqi Kurdistan, it was 
necessary to obtain the approval of the Iraqi Government 
which— on the basis of the new situation created by the 
agreement— asked the ICRC to cease its humanitarian work.

The ICRC also gave up supervising the repatriation to Iraq 
of Kurdish refugees in Iran at the request of the Iraqi G overn
ment which had originally entrusted it with that task at the end of 
February.

The 159 Iraqi soldiers held by the Kurds, and who had 
been visited by two ICRC delegates in January 1975, were 
released by their captors to the Iranian authorities which 
repatriated them with the help of the Iraqi Red Crescent.

Lebanon
The situation in Lebanon grew steadily worse from April 

through December as fighting intensified between the opposing 
groups. It was only at the end of October however that the 
hospitals and dispensaries, overwhelmed by the victims, suddenly 
encountered critical shortages of medicines, bandages, blood, 
plasma and other blood substitutes. The ICRC acted quickly to 
help deal with the situation.

The ICRC had maintained an office in Beirut since 1967, 
serving as a regional logistics base. Its most recent m ajor activity 
had resulted from the outbreak of the conflict in Cyprus in 1974. 
As the Lebanese situation worsened, the office had only one 
delegate and some local personnel to deal with demands made 
upon the ICRC for a large-scale operation.

This operation started on 2 May with the dispatch to Beirut 
of a head of delegation, a doctor, a relief specialist and a radio 
operator.

The ICRC team was immediately given the support of the 
major institutions concerned, which set up an ad hoc committee 
to deal with the situation. The committee included represen
tatives of the Ministry of Health, the Lebanese Red Cross, 
associations of private hospitals and pharmacists, the Lebanese 
Medical Order, the W estern Beirut Medical Association and 
the “Palestinian Red Crescent” .

The ICRC medical delegate drew up a list of the most urgent 
requirements. Thanks to the joint efforts of the chief medical 
officer and Relief Division of the ICRC, the Swiss Army and the 
Swiss Civil Defence, it was possible to assemble within 24 hours 
the first shipment of 16 tons of relief supplies— mainly

medical— worth 487,000 Swiss francs. The shipment left for 
Paris on 6 November, where it was transferred to a plane for 
Beirut.

By the end of 1975, relief shipments by the ICRC, the Swiss 
Government, 22 National Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies 
and a private organization, reached a value of 1.77 million Swiss 
francs.1 These supplies were distributed as they were received, on 
the basis of a plan drawn up by the ad hoc committee in consul
tation with all of the recipient groups.

Due in large part to these shipments, the deficiencies which 
prompted the ICRC intervention were soon overcome, with 
bilateral aid also playing a large part. Despite the continued 
fighting, the medical and health situation in Lebanon was under 
control at the end of the year, making it possible to reduce again 
to some extent the ICRC delegation, leaving in Beirut the head 
of the delegation, a relief delegate and some local personnel, 
including a radio operator.

It should be noted that relief did not constitute the sole 
activity of the ICRC during this phase of the emergency. M ajor 
work was also carried on by the Agency, which performed 
outstanding service (see page 31).

Disrespect for the protective emblem

The armed confrontations in Beirut created a virtually 
continuous condition of extreme danger, which considerably 
restricted the freedom of movement of the ICRC delegates, just 
as it did for the population as a whole.

It is sad to report the protective emblems, the red cross and 
the red crescent, were not respected. In some instances, they even 
became the targets of gunfire.

The worst of these incidents occurred on 23 May when a 
convoy of medical vehicles of the ICRC, the Lebanese Red Cross 
and the “Palestinian Red Crescent” came under heavy fire. One 
of the drivers was seriously wounded.

A fter this incident, the ICRC, the Lebanese Red Cross and 
the “Palestinian Red Crescent” issued a joint statement, to  
remind all the people of the nature of the protective emblems and 
the obligation to respect them.

This appeal produced no change in the situation however, a 
fact which the ICRC delegates had to reckon with. This resulted 
in a degree of paralysis in their activities, except during periods of 
truce.

Under these conditions, none of the measures usually 
undertaken in such situations to assist the victims— in particular 
the evacuation of the wounded under ICRC protection— could 
be carried out.

1 To this amount should be added the sum o f 545 ,800  Swiss francs, 
the value o f the food provided by the EEC and the Swiss Confederation  
(see page 27).
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ACTIVITIES OF 
REGIONAL 
DELEGATIONS

The ICRC has established regional delegations in Africa 
(Lomé, Nairobi, and one delegate in Salisbury), in Latin America 
(Caracas and Buenos Aires) and in Asia (New Delhi, Kuala 
Lumpur). Two regional delegates are based in Geneva; one 
covers the Arabian Peninsula, Iraq and Iran; the other, North 
Africa.

Unspectacular but vital, the work of the regional delegates 
requires patience and perseverance. They set up and maintain 
regular contacts with the authorities, the armed forces and the 
National Societies— where the latter exist— in the countries they 
visit. They must follow closely the economic and political 
developments in the parts of the world that concern them. They 
make contact with the liberation movements. All their activities, 
carried out with the support of the National Societies, are guided 
by the desire to spread knowledge of the fundamental principles 
of the Red Cross and by the Geneva Conventions. The regional 
delegates often have to take part in seminars on the Red Cross, 
usually organized by the League or by the National Societies.

In the event of conflict, this preparatory work allows the 
ICRC to initiate action for the protection and relief of victims 
with minimum delay and maximum efficiency.

The regional delegates also attend regional Red Cross 
conferences and may be called upon to advise newly created 
National Societies in drafting their statutes.

Finally, the regional delegates perform an important task in 
protecting and aiding prisoners, especially political detainees.

For example, in 1975, regional delegates made 245 visits 
to 154 places of detention in 28 countries, and saw, in all, more 
than 70,000 detainees.

This figure of 70,000 includes prisoners detained for offen
ces under penal law and those held for offences or reasons of 
a political nature.

The term “ political detainee" or “ political prisoner", used 
for simplicity in this Report, does not in any way affect the status 
given to them by the detaining authorities. The ICRC does not 
discuss, either with the authorities or with the prisoners, the 
reasons for the detention of the persons visited.

The visits made by the delegates— usually accompanied by a 
doctor delegate— are for purely humanitarian purposes: to 
inspect the conditions of detention ; if necessary, to provide relief 
to the detainees (medicines, clothing, toilet articles) ; if appro
priate, to suggest to the authorities measures to improve the 
conditions of detention. The delegates talk freely and without 
witnesses to the detainees of their choice.

A fter each visit, the findings are reported to the person in 
charge of the place of detention, then to his superiors. An official 
and confidential report is then sent only to the government 
concerned.

Africa
As part of the regular ICRC missions described above, the 

regional delegates in Lomé (Republic of Togo) and in Nairobi 
(Kenya) and the delegate general for Africa travelled to the 
following countries in 1975: the People’s Republic of Benin 
(formerly Dahomey), Burundi, Cameroon, the Central African 
Republic, Chad, Congo, Ethiopia, Gabon, Gambia, Ghana, 
Guinea-Bissau, the Ivory Coast, Liberia, Madagascar, Mali, 
M auritius, Niger, Nigeria, Rwanda, Senegal, the Sudan, Tanza
nia, Togo, Uganda, Upper Volta, Zaire.

Visits to places of detention

Not including the W estern Sahara (treated separately, see 
page 8), 98 visits were made to 25 places of detention containing 
a total of about 7,700 detainees. Below is a list of countries in 
which detainees were visited. The first figure indicates the 
number of places of detention visited; the second, the number 
of persons detained.

Congo-Brazzaville, 1/526; Gambia, 2/246; Liberia, 1/434; 
Mali, 1/2; Rwanda, 10/5,387 ; Togo, 7/1,072 ; U pper Volta, 3/26. 
In Rwanda, since it had been unable to obtain all the necessary 
facilities, the ICRC in 1975 cancelled an aid project intended to 
permit the com petent authorities to improve the general 
conditions of detention in the country’s prisons.

Southern Africa
The regional delegate based in Salisbury (Rhodesia) made 

regular visits, as in previous years, to South Africa. He also 
travelled to Mozambique and to Angola.

Visits to places of detention

Not including Angola, which is dealt with separately, 
nineteen visits were made to twelve places of detention, holding 
in all 1,167 detainees: South Africa, three places, 302 detainees ; 
Rhodesia, nine places, 865 detainees.

Relief

Taking the African continent as a whole, the relief provided 
by the ICRC to various National Societies, to detainees, and to 
liberation movements represented an overall value of 223,000 
Swiss francs.

The food supplies donated by the EEC and the Swiss Con
federation and forwarded by the ICRC reached the value of 
almost 2 million Swiss francs (see page 27). The recipient 
countries were Angola, Mozambique and the W estern Sahara.
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Latin America
In order to lighten the workload of the regional delegation 

established at Caracas (Venezuela), the ICRC wished to place a 
delegation in Buenos Aires (Argentina), to cover the southern 
section (Cono Sur) of Latin America.

An agreement for the opening of this delegation was 
reached in 1975 between the Argentine authorities and the 
ICRC, and two delegates took up their duties in the Argentine 
capital during the summer.

Apart from Argentina and Venezuela, the following sixteen 
countries were visited by the regional delegates and the delegate 
general for Latin Am erica: Bolivia, Brazil, Colombia, Domini
can Republic, Ecuador, El Salvador, Guatemala, Haiti, H ondu
ras, Jamaica, Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, 
Uruguay.

Various types of aid, chiefly destined for detainees, were 
granted to thirteen National Societies (in addition to that of 
Chile), to a total value of 183,000 Swiss francs. The food donated 
by the EEC and the Swiss Confederation and received by four 
countries (for details, see table on page 27) was valued at 
4.16 million Swiss francs.

Visits to places of detention

Excluding Chile, treated separately (see page 9), the 
regional delegates visited 96 places of detention in fifteen 
countries. They saw more than 51,200 detained persons in the 
course of 107 visits. In the list below, the first figure represents 
the number of places of detention visited; the second, the number 
of detainees.

Bolivia, 7/194; Brazil, 30/14,917; Colombia, 2/1,255 ; 
Dominican Republic, 2/1,479; Ecuador, 4/2,310; El Salvador, 
6/1,678; Guatemala, 6/2,242; Honduras, 3/2,952; Jamaica, 
3/432 ; Mexico, 7/8,009 ; Nicaragua, 1/515; Panama, 3/1,501; 
Paraguay, 10/1,642; Peru, 4/3,858; Venezuela, 8/8,221.

Asia-Oceania
At the beginning of 1975, the ICRC delegation in India was 

raised to the status of regional delegation for the Asian sub
continent and adjacent countries : Afghanistan, Bhutan, the 
Maldives, Nepal and Sri Lanka.

The regional delegate in New Delhi was actively occupied in 
attending to problems still outstanding in India, Pakistan and 
Bangladesh since the conflict of 1971 (see page 18), and paid 
several visits to Islamabad and Dacca. He also visited Burma, 
Sri Lanka and Afghanistan. From September, he was detached 
from his post and sent to take part in the operation initiated 
during the conflict in Timor (see page 17).

The ICRC regional delegation for south-east Asia, based in 
Kuala Lumpur (Malaysia), was unable to develop its traditional 
activities in 1975, since, from the spring of that year, the regional

delegate had to take charge of the International Red Cross office 
opened in Bangkok to deal with the problems arising from the 
situation in Cambodia and Vietnam.

During the summer, when his successor had just arrived in 
Kuala Lumpur, the conflict in Timor broke out. The new regional 
delegate, therefore, was detached from his post in August to head 
the delegation sent to East Timor.

Singapore and Indonesia were visited in 1975 by the regional 
delegate. The Philippines were in frequent touch with the ICRC, 
chiefly on questions relating to relief and to the refugees from 
Indo-China.

As to relief supplies, about 66,000 Swiss francs were spent in 
India, Pakistan, Bangladesh, Sri Lanka and the Philippines, to 
help different programmes. The food provided by the EEC  and 
the Swiss Confederation and forwarded by the ICRC was worth a 
total of 2.66 million Swiss francs. Five countries were the 
recipients (for details, see table on page 27).

Visits to places of detention

Excluding Timor, South Vietnam and Cambodia, dealt with 
separately (see pages 17-18, 10 and 14), the regional delegates 
were able to visit nine places of detention in three countries, the 
total number of detainees in all of them being 7,569: Singapore, 
three places, 49 detainees visited ; Sri Lanka, three places, 
1,789 detainees; Thailand, three places, 5,731 detainees.

Middle East
The regional delegates and the delegate general for the 

Middle East travelled to the following countries: Iran, Iraq, 
Saudi Arabia, the Yemen Arab Republic and the People’s 
Democratic Republic of Yemen.

In Iraqi Kurdistan (see page 23), the delegates visited 
159 Iraqi soldiers held prisoner and organized a relief 
programme for the victims of the conflict.

In the Yemen A rab Republic, the delegate visited twelve 
places of detention which held a total of about 2,500 detainees, 
and was permitted to talk without witnesses to the detainees of 
his choice. The ICRC donated aid valued at approximately
60,000 Swiss francs as a contribution to the improvement of the 
conditions of detention and in the form of individual relief.

In the People’s Democratic Republic of Yemen (where the 
ICRC closed in 1974 the delegation it had opened in 1967), the 
ICRC regional delegate had meetings with the authorities, 
principally concerning the country’s accession to the Geneva 
Conventions.

In the two last-named countries, the value of medical 
supplies given to the two emerging National Societies totalled 
about 10,000 Swiss francs. One hundred tons of flour and 20 tons 
of dried milk were given in 1974 to the “ Red Crescent of the 
People’s Democratic Republic of Yem en” , which distributed 
it to needy persons during 1975.
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OPERATION SUPPORT 
SERVICES 

Relief supplies
The tables which follow show the relief supplies which the 

ICRC provided for 58 countries during 1975.
If we consider only the new missions undertaken by the 

ICRC alone (Angola, Lebanon, Timor) or in collaboration with 
the League (Indo-China) with the support of governments and 
National Societies or various other bodies, the value of relief 
supplies of all kinds sent either by the ICRC or directly by the 
donors but under ICRC supervision came to 83 million Swiss 
francs.

The ICRC was able to send food supplies, to a value of 
25.3 million Swiss francs, to 18 countries asa  result of agreements 
concluded with the EE C  and the Swiss Confederation.

Nearly 2.2 million Swiss francs was spent on helping 
detainees— mainly political— and detainees’ families in most 
need.

The ICRC also continued helping National Societies, and 
allocated over 200,000 Swiss francs to 30 of them. Several tens of 
thousands of Swiss francs were given in aid to some private 
charity organisations and to liberation movements.

The figures given above cannot be added together, because 
the food supplies provided by the EEC and the Swiss Confedera
tion are taken into account in stating the value of relief supplies 
distributed as part of new missions and in helping detainees and 
their families (Chile). Bearing this in mind, the total value of 
relief supplies sent to zones of conflict or unrest can be set at 
97 million Swiss francs.

NEW MISSIONS WITH 
AD HOC FINANCING 
(relief in kind) 83.19 million Swiss francs

-  Angola 2,814,000 Swiss francs*
-  Indo-China 77,600,000 Swiss francs*
-  Lebanon 2,403,000 Swiss francs*
-  Timor 375,000 Swiss francs

* These items include the em ergency food supplies provided by the 
E E C  and the Swiss Confederation (see following table).

The amounts mentioned above represent the value of gifts in 
kind provided  by donors (governments, National Societies, 
miscellaneous) and the value of the supplies purchased (by the 
ICRC, the Indo-China Operational Group or the Indo-China 
Office) with contributions in cash from donors.
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FOOD AID 25.18 Million

B enefic iary  c o u n trie s T o ta l  Sw . frs.
Swiss G o v e rn m e n t E u ro p e a n  E co n o m ic  C o m m u n ity

Q u a n ti t ie s  a n d  K ind V a lu e  Sw . F rs. Q u a n ti t ie s  a n d  K ind V a lu e  Sw. F rs.

Africa ....................

-  Angola ..............

-  M ozambique . .

-  Western Sahara

2 005 000.—
1 148 000 .—

85 000.—  

772 000.—

57 tons unskimmed milk 
powder 

400  tons flour 
10 tons unskimmed milk 

powder 
12 tons unskimmed milk 

powder 
4 00  tons flour

1 205 000.—
480  000.—

268 000.—  
85 000 .—

100 000 .—

272 000 .—

100 tons skimmed milk 
powder

100 tons skimmed milk 
powder

800 000.—
4 00  000.—

4 00 000 .—

Latin America . . .

-  C h i le ..................

4 082 000.—
1 125 000.— 50 tons skimmed milk 

powder

10 tons unskimmed milk 
powder 

8 tons unskimmed milk 
powder

242 000.—
85 000.— 100 tons butter oil

3 840 000.—
800 000.—

-  Haiti ..................
-  H o n d u ra s.........

-  Paraguay .........

2 800 000.—  
85 000.—

72 000.—

85 000.—  

72 000.—

60 tons skimmed milk powder 
700 tons skimmed milk

240 000.—  
2 800 000.—

A sia ......................
-  Afghanistan . . .
-  Burma ..............

-  Fiji ....................

-  I n d ia ..................
-  Sri Lanka

-  Rep. South 
Vietnam ...........

13 103 000.—
46 000 .—  
45 000.—

278 000 .—

2 280 000.—  
45 000 .—

10 409 000.—

50 tons flour
5 tons unskimmed milk 

powder

5 tons unskimmed milk 
powder

1 ton unskimmed milk 
powder

145 000.—
46  000.—  
45 000 .—

45 000.—  

9 000 .—

20 tons skimmed milk powder 
200 tons rice 

60 tons flour 
570 tons skimmed milk powder

500 tons butter oil

100 tons skimmed milk powder 

8 000 tons rice

12 958 000.—

80 000.—  
150 000.—  

48 000 .—  
2 280 000.—

4 000 000 .—

400 000.—  

6 000 000.—

Middle East ........
-  Israel and O ccu

pied Territories

-  Jordan ..............
-  Lebanon :

Red Cross . .

“Palestinian 
RC" ..............

5 948 400.—

4 939 600 .—

343 000.—  

545 800.—

1 000 tons flour

500 tons flour

10 tons unskimmed milk 
powder

1 234 000.—

686 000.—

343 000.—  

85 000.—

617 tons flour
140 tons skimmed milk powder 
400  tons butter oil

300 tons flour

276  tons flour

4 714 400.—

493 600.—  
560 000 .—  

3 200 000.—

240 000 .—

220 800.—
-  Syria .................. 120 000 .— 14 tons unskimmed milk 

powder
120 000.—

E urope ..................
-  Portugal ...........

45 000.—
45 000.— 5 tons unskimmed milk 

powder

45 000.—
45 000.—

25 183 400.— 2 871 000.— 22 312 400.—
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HELP FOR DETAINEES AND  
THEIR FAMILIES 

2.17 m
C o u n try D e ta in e e s F am ilie s

(Swiss francs)

A FR IC A ................................ 81,572
C on go-B razzav ille ........................... 5 ,410
Ethiopia .............................................. 6 ,304
Gambia ................................................ 1,550
L ib e r ia .................................................. 1,800
Mali ....................................................... 580
R h o d e s ia .............................................. 27,070
R w a n d a ................................................ 9,895
South Africa ....................................... 2 ,619
T ogo .................................................... 26 ,100
Upper Volta ....................................... 244

LATIN AMERICA .................... 265,058 1,354,870
B o liv ia .................................................. 9 ,767 16,860
B r a z i l .................................................... 14,675
Chile .................................................... 125,000 1,336,300
Colom bia .............................. 59 ,609
Dom inican Republic ....................... 6 ,490
Ecuador .............................................. 1,690
El Salvador ......................................... 6 ,580
Guatemala ......................................... 10,285
Honduras ........................................... 8 ,230 510
Panama ................................................ 8 ,060
Paraguay .............................................. 12,380 1,200
V e n e z u e la ........................................... 2 ,292

EUROPE ...................................... 18,000 5,000
Portugal .............................................. 18,000 5,000

MIDDLE EAST .......................... 417,344 33,083
Israel and occupied zones .............. 357 ,403 33,083
Jordan ................................... 3 ,612
Y em en Arab Republic ............. 56,329

Total .............................................. 781,9744- 1,392,953
2,174,927

The above table does not include Asia, as the amounts here 
mentioned are the sums paid by the ICRC to support one or more 
aspects of the activities of the National Societies. The Red Cross 
Societies of the countries involved in the Indo-China conflicts 
received their aid from the Indo-China Operational Group 
(IO G ) and the Indo-China Office (INDSEC). The cash donation 
that the Indonesian Red Cross received from the ICRC came 
from governments and National Societies and was m eant to

AID TO NATIONAL SOCIETIES

0.22 m
C o u n try V a lu e  in 

Swiss francs

A FR IC A ........................................................................ 89,930
Benin (R epublicof) .............................................................. 12,800
B u r u n d i.................................................................................... 90
Central African Republic .................................................. 1,070
Congo ....................................................................................... 125
Ghana ....................................................................................... 4 ,000
L ib e r ia ...................................................................................... 6 ,250
M ozambique ......................................................................... 40 ,000
Nigeria .................................................................................... 1,557
R w a n d a .................................................................................... 180
T ogo ......................................................................................... 7 ,833
Uganda .................................................................................... 90
Upper V olta ........................................................................... 5 .000
Zaire ......................................................................................... 3 ,935
Zambia .................................................................................... 7 ,000

LATIN AMERICA .................................................... 3,180
B o liv ia ...................................................................................... 3 ,180

EUROPE ...................................................................... 36,915
Bulgaria .................................................................................. 795
Hungary .................................................................................. 767
Portugal .................................................................................. 3 3 .6 0 0 1
Romania .................................................................................. 433
T u r k e y ....................................................................................... 1,000
Yugoslavia ............................................................................. 320

MIDDLE EAST .......................................................... 91.002
E g y p t ......................................................................................... 2,175
Israel (for the Red Crescents in the occupied

territories) ......................................................................... 16,245
Lebanon —  Lebanese Red Cross .................................... 29,875

—  “Palestinian Red Crescent” ..................... 32,115
Peop le’s Dem ocratic Republic of Y em en 2 .................. 10,592

Total .............................................................................. 221,027

1 F o r P o rtu g u e se  R ed  C ross ass is tan ce  to  p e rso n s  re p a tr ia te d  fro m  A n g o la .
2 N ew  N a tio n a l S o c ie ty  bein g  c rea te d .

finance aid to refugees from East Timor who were in the western 
part of the island.

The table does not mention the food supplies provided by 
the European Economic Community (EEC) and the Swiss 
Confederation (see table on p. 27), most of which was distributed 
by the National Societies.

That Asia is not included in the table of Help fo r  Detainees 
and their Families is because the relief to prisoners in Indo-China 
and East Timor was financed by special budgets for that purpose.
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TRANSPORT: 4.4 million Swiss francs

The cost of transport arranged and paid for by the ICRC—  
usually reimbursed from ad hoc funds for special activities—  
amounted to 4.4 million francs in 1975, broken down as follows :

M ea n s  o f  tra n sp o r t T o n s Sw iss francs

Scheduled services

surface shipments .........
air shipments .................

1,304.4
13.3

332,165
103,480

Chartered transport
surface shipments .........
air shipments .................
plus passengers...............

6,100.0
869.1

4,123

858,384

3,179,890

Total ....................................
plus passengers .............

8,268.8t
4,123 4,473,919

Transport charges assumed by the donors— governments, 
National Societies, voluntary organizations, etc.— are not 
included in the foregoing table.

Several airlines, under special circumstances, agreed to carry 
urgent freight shipments without charge. Thus, 79.5 tons of relief 
material were sent free, saving the ICRC more than a half-million 
Swiss francs and constituting a very substantial “ invisible contri
bution” .

It should also be noted that the ICRC spent more than
69,000 Swiss francs to insure shipments.

T elecommunications 
service
Radio and telex traffic— 44%  increase

Great demands were made upon the ICRC telecommunica
tions service, both telex and radio, during 1975. The substantial 
increase in traffic was due mostly to special actions in Indochina, 
Angola, Lebanon and Timor, to mention only the m ajor ones.

In the course of the year, 7,780 radiotelegraph messages 
were exchanged between Geneva and its delegations in the field, 
to which must be added an estimated 12,000 to 14,000 messages 
exchanged between field stations. The estimated total of 20,000 
messages, compared to some 14,000 in 1974, constituted an 
increase of 43% .

The 7,780 messages between Geneva and field stations 
comprised a total of 576,000 words— 2,880,000 letters.

The foregoing figures do not include the countless radio
telephone conversations between Geneva and the field, espe
cially with Phnom-Penh in Cambodia, Luanda in Angola and

Beirut in Lebanon. This type of communication, permitting those 
in charge of operations in Geneva to keep in touch, sometimes 
hour by hour, with developments on the spot, was indispensable 
for judging the situations and making appropriate decisions.

Telex traffic increased by 44%  in 1975, with a total of 16,398 
messages— 8,922 outgoing and 7,476 incoming— compared to 
11,376 in 1974.

Versoix -  its first year of operation

For the telecommunications service with its staff of 12 radio 
operator/technicians and telex operators— compared to 11 in 
1974— 1975 was the first year’s operation of the radio station at 
Versoix, which was inaugurated on 4 December 1974.

The new installation, designed by the ICRC technicians 
themselves, gave complete satisfaction. Further equipment was 
added to the station during 1975, with the setting up of two 
workshops providing virtual self-sufficiency for upkeep and 
repairs.

ICRC stations in service during 1975

Two main stations:

-  Geneva-Versoix
-  Geneva-ICRC

Thirteen field stations, in direct communication with 
Geneva:

-  Amman, Jordan
-  Beirut-A irport, Lebanon
-  Beirut delegation, Lebanon
-  Cairo, Egypt
-  Caracas, Venezuela
-  Dacca, Bangladesh
-  Islamabad, Pakistan
-  Lomé, Togo
-  Luanda, Angola
-  Nicosia, Cyprus (closed on 4 August)
-  Phnom-Penh, Cambodia (closed on 17 April)
-  Santagio, Chile
-  Vientiane, Laos

Nine field stations without direct communication with 
Geneva:

-  Bangkok, Thailand, traffic with Vientiane
-  Dal atando, Angola, traffic with Luanda
-  Damascus, Syria, traffic with Amman
-  Delhi, India, traffic with Dacca
-  Huam bo (formerly Nova Lisboa), Angola, traffic with Luanda
-  Jerusalem, Israel, traffic with Amman
-  Luang-Prabang, Laos, traffic with Vientiane 

(closed on 25 November)
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— Uige (formerly Carm ona), Angola, traffic with Luanda
-  Vouga, Angola, traffic with Luanda

Three other field stations were in operation during 1975, a 
fixed and a mobile station in East Timor and a fixed station at 
Darwin, Australia, all of which were provided to the ICRC by the 
Australian Red Cross.

Thus, the ICRC’s radio network comprised a total of 27 
stations during the year. Once again, it was proved that ICRC 
operations would have been seriously impeded, if not indeed 
paralyzed, without this vital infrastructure.

Red Cross emergency network

Pursuant to a joint circular sent out on 29 March 1971 
by the League of Red Cross Societies and the ICRC, numerous 
National Societies set up radio stations and obtained authori
zation from their governments to use frequencies assigned to 
the Red Cross. Thus, in addition to the ICRC stations set up 
around the world for its field operations, as listed above, this 
emergency network at the end of 1975 included stations operated 
by the following National Societies:

-  Asuncion, Paraguay
-  Bogota, Colombia
-  Bonn, Federal Republic of Germany
-  Delft, Netherlands
-  Guatem ala City, Guatemala
-  La Paz, Bolivia
-  Lima, Peru
-  Madrid, Spain
-  Managua, Nicaragua
-  Manila, Philippines
-  Nassau, Bahamas
-  Panama City, Panama
-  Port-au-Prince, Haiti
-  Quito, Ecuador
-  Sanaa, Yemen A rab Republic
-  San José, Costa Rica
-  San Salvador, El Salvador
-  Tegucigalpa, Honduras
-  Vienna, Austria

Two other National Societies were granted call signals and 
authorization to establish stations, but had not yet obtained their 
equipm ent at the end of the year: Bridgetown, Barbados, and 
Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic.

II. CENTRAL TRACING 
AGENCY

The upheavals in Vietnam and Cambodia, in Angola in 
the spring and in Lebanon and Timor during the summer, added 
to the work resulting from other recent conflicts— the Middle 
East, India-Pakistan, Chile and Cyprus, not forgetting the con
tinuing consequences of such events as World War II— bringing 
particularly intense pressure to bear upon the ICRC Central 
Tracing Agency, both at headquarters and in the field.

A single figure may serve to show the magnitude of the work 
in 1975: a total of 210,000 incoming and outgoing messages at 
Geneva alone— an average of 840 per working day ; handled by a 
regular staff of 40 persons, increased to 55 during the most 
intense period of the conflicts in Indo-China.

Indo-China— 150,000 individual records

The Asian sector undoubtedly produced the most sustained 
field activity for the CTA. From the beginning of April the 
Agency prepared to deal with the considerable increase in work 
which was to come with the end of fighting in Cambodia on 
17 April, and in Vietnam on 30 April.

From mid-April onward, an Agency specialist sent from 
Geneva to South Vietnam tried to estimate the proportions of the 
“ tracing problem ” resulting from the flight southwards of tens of 
thousands of civilians seeking escape from combat zones. He 
soon realized that the situation was too turbulent to initiate 
Agency activity in the countless camps for displaced persons 
which were hastily set up, mainly on the outskirts of Saigon and 
Vung Tau.

Agency efforts were therefore concentraced in countries 
outside the Indo-Chinese fighting areas, in the Philippines, 
Malaysia, Singapore and Taiwan, to which thousands of refugees 
were fleeing. Two specialist delegates shared the task of register
ing them, with the assistance of the National Societies and local 
authorities. Travel documents were given to those who had found 
countries of asylum but who lacked identity papers.

A nother centre of concentration for the refugees was on the 
island of Guam, but registration here was carried out by the 
American authorities and the American Red Cross. An ICRC 
delegate here provided travel documents to some of the refugees.

The Agency faced its greatest problem in Thailand. Some
60,000 refugees had come for temporary asylum, from Cam
bodia, Laos and even from Vietnam. The ICRC bureau in 
Bangkok was reinforced by Agency specialists who system
atically registered the names of refugees in all the camps in 
Thailand.

A t the end of 1975, this ad hoc register listed the names of 
more than 52,000 persons out of the total of 60,000, a figure 
which included those listed in the other countries mentioned 
above.
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In Geneva, the register was supplemented at the end of 
1975 by a computerized list from the American Red Cross of
80,000 persons who had already arrived in the United States, 
and by the names of another 10,300 refugees reported by the 
National Societies of twelve other countries which had granted 
them perm anent asylum.

In Thailand, the specialist delegates had other tasks than 
the registration of refugees. During the autumn, they went to 
work at the job of reuniting families whose members were in 
different camps. This was only getting under way when the 
Thailand authorities started the construction of new and more 
comfortable camps. The resulting movements of refugees 
delayed the project, but it was not abandoned.

A total of more than 150,000 names of Indo-Chinese 
refugees were added to the main register of the Central Tracing 
Agency.

Saigon-Hô Chi Minh— registration of foreigners
With the establishment of the Republic of South Vietnam on 

30 April, many foreign nationals suddenly found themselves 
without any diplomatic representatives, as most of the consulates 
and embassies had closed.

These foreigners sought assistance and advice from the 
ICRC delegation in Saigon-Hô Chi Minh, which took their names 
and handed the resulting lists to the new authorities, who set up a 
special committee to deal with the problem of foreigners.

The same lists were sent to the Agency in Geneva, which 
forwarded them to the respective countries of origin of these 
persons. The lists rendered great service at the end of the year in 
preparing for the repatriation of foreigners who wished to leave 
Vietnam.

In addition, this registration enabled the Agency to answer 
about 2,000 of the 6,000 requests for news of foreigners in 
Vietnam.

Cambodia— temporary suspension
The activities of the Agency which started in Cambodia in 

December 1972 came to an end on 17 April 1975, along with all 
the other international Red Cross activities in that country.

The Cambodia file drawn up in co-operation with the 
National Society— and which did not include Cambodians listed 
in other countries— consisted of some 80,000 index cards at 
the time of the shutdown in April. By that time, 10,000 requests 
for the tracing of missing persons had been received and 530 
persons sought by their families had been found.

It must be borne in mind that in the conflict between 
revolutionary forces and the regime in Phnom Penh the ICRC 
had been able to function only on one side.

Angola
Along with the establishment of an ICRC delegation in 

Angola on 11 June, the Central Tracing Agency sent a specialist 
to arrange for a tracing service in that country.

An Agency bureau was soon set up at the delegation head
quarters in Luanda, benefiting from the co-operation of dele
gates in the various zones of the country and of local radio 
stations which regularly broadcast the names of missing persons.

The Agency’s greatest activity in the field was in exchanging 
family messages— about 3,600. A total of 725 searches for 
missing persons were undertaken, but fewer than 10°/o were 
successful. A total of 2,521 messages, mainly for retransmission 
to and from Portugal, went through the Geneva office during 
1975.

The Portuguese were the principal users of Agency services. 
To help the Portuguese Red Cross set up its own tracing agency, a 
Geneva staff member was sent to Lisbon for two months.

This co-operation with the National Society, later extended 
to the conflict in Timor (see below), was extremely useful.

The Angola card index, by the end of 1975, contained the 
names of nearly 5,000 persons, including about 1,300 prisoners 
of war.

Timor

The Portuguese colony on the island of Timor constituted a 
new arena for Agency activities. This action came to an end 
however on 6 December, for reasons dealt with elsewhere in this 
report (see page 18).

By that date the names of more than 1,500 prisoners of war 
had been recorded, including 23 Portuguese soldiers who were 
still being held at the end of the year. Agency headquarters in 
Geneva received 173 tracing requests, 85 of which were success
ful, and transm itted to various countries 253 Red Cross messages 
received from the ICRC delegation in East Timor. About 1,500 
family messages were also transm itted direct by the delegation.

Lebanon

Through radio links between Geneva and the ICRC 
delegation in Beirut, the Agency was able to render vital 
services, even during the height of the tragic and violent conflicts. 
O f a total of about 1,800 inquiries received in Geneva, coming 
mostly from Lebanese outside their country, the Agency was 
able to  provide positive answers in 70%  of all the cases. Very 
often, the queries were answered within 48 hours.

Other recent conflicts

The consequences of the conflicts in the Middle East and 
Cyprus, and of the events in Chile, continued in 1975 to entail a 
substantial am ount of work for the Agency.

In the Middle East, where delegations continued their work 
in Amman, Beirut, Damascus, Gaza, Jerusalem, Tel Aviv and 
Cairo, the Agency handled about 27,000 family messages during 
the year and also transm itted a great number of such official 
documents as marriage and death certificates, school and univer
sity diplomas, etc.
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About 750 investigations were undertaken concerning 
internees and other civilians in the occupied territories.

A t the end of the year, the Agency had filed the names of all 
the internees reported by the Detaining Power and visited by 
ICRC delegates.

Chile

The Central Tracing Agency bureau, whose work was 
started at the same time as the other ICRC activities in Chile, 
carried on its action in close co-operation with the delegates 
and received about 30 inquiries a day from people seeking 
news of their relatives. It also received many requests for 
information from different countries and from ICRC head
quarters in Geneva. Most of these sought information about 
missing persons or asked for transmission of family messages.

The Agency bureau continued to list the names of the 
detainees visited and kept up to date a substantial card index 
with all the relevant details obtainable. List of missing persons 
were submitted to the authorities and in about half of the cases 
positive replies could be given to the families within about one 
month. Renewed efforts were made to trace those still reported 
as missing.

The Agency also gave travel documents to 121 refugees who 
had been granted asylum in various embassies in Santiago.

Cyprus

The local branch of the Agency which opened shortly after 
the outbreak of the conflict in 1974 was closed on 31 August 
1975 but its work was carried on by the Cyprus Red Cross in 
co-operation with the Agency in Geneva.

The most tragic problem remaining at the end of 1975 was 
that many persons were still missing. All available information 
about them was turned over by the Agency to the Cyprus Red 
Cross and the ad hoc inter-communal commission, pursuant 
to an agreement between the ICRC and the National Society 
and the decisions reached by the parties to the inter-communal 
talks in Vienna.

Since postal relations between the Greek-Cypriot and 
Turkish-Cypriot zones had not been restored, exchanges of 
family messages continued to be a m ajor activity, with an average 
of 40,000 messages each month. This work also was taken over 
by the Cyprus Red Cross and the authorities, but the ICRC 
delegates continued to provide for transmission of messages from 
one zone to the other.

By the end of 1975, more than 1,100,000 family messages 
had been handled since the beginning of the conflict.

Asian sub-continent

While the conflict in Bangladesh may now seem remote and 
although the repatriation operations were finished in 1974, 
Agency work resulting from the conflict continued both in 
Geneva and in the field.

The volume of correspondence passing through Geneva was 
considerable, consisting of nearly 5,000 items; the index-card 
system fo rIN P A K  contained more than 800,000 cards at the end 
of the year.

In the field, Agency activity was mainly carried out through 
the regional delegation in Delhi and the delegation in Dacca, 
dealing with a continued flow of inquiries about missing Pakistani 
soldiers.

In Dacca, the Agency received and transm itted 41,200 
family messages, an 84%  reduction as compared to the previous 
year.

M ajor Agency activity continued in 1975 on behalf of non
local minorities in Bangladesh seeking to emigrate to Pakistan. 
Appeals by these persons against initial refusals continued to be 
accepted by the Dacca delegation until the end of March and 
were sent to the Islamabad delegation for submission to the 
Pakistani authorities. By the end of the year, favourable action 
had been taken on more than 5,000 of these appeals (see also 
page 18).

The Agency-connected activities of the Dacca delegation 
were taken over by the Bangladesh Red Cross on 15 D e
cember 1975.

Earlier conflicts

Activities relating to earlier conflicts, especially World 
W ar II, continued to be carried out by the Agency, with requests 
coming from many places, but mainly from persons in the Federal 
Republic of Germany, France, the Benelux countries, Spain, 
Italy and Poland.

Requests from Poland— amounting to 7,765 during the 
year— were mainly for certificates of captivity and tended to 
increase in frequency toward the end of the year. This was due to 
a new law taking effect on January 6, providing for increased 
pensions and other benefits for former war prisoners.

It should also be mentioned that the Agency was still 
drawing up certificates of captivity during 1975 in connection 
with World W ar I.

Finally, it must be noted that the 49 million cards in the 
files at the end of 1975 exhausted the space available in the 
existing quarters of the Agency.

INTERNATIONAL 
TRACING 
SERVICE

The International Tracing Service (ITS) at Arolsen (Federal 
Republic of Germany), administered by the ICRC since 1955, 
celebrated a double anniversary in 1975. This unique interna
tional organisation had been in existence for 30 years, and the 
ICRC had been at Arolsen for 20 years.
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In 1975, the ITS received 207,809 inquiries from 45 coun
tries and provided 225,559 replies, which break down as follows :

-  114,896 items of information to authors of works in memory 
of the victims of deportation ;

-  28,952 items of information to attorneys general ;
-  26,175 incarceration certificates;
-  12,324 personal searches;
-  7,565 items of information for record offices or relating to

publications;
-  6,191 work certificates;
-  5,397 photocopies;
-  5,386 residence certificates;
-  3,690 death certificates;
-  2,631 medical docum ents;
-  1,183 items of information of a historical o r statistical nature.
-  11,169 miscellaneous.

In 1975, 1,918,531 new reference cards were made out. 
By the end of the year, therefore, the Central File— which is an 
alphabetical index as well as the key to each of the documents—  
contained a total of 41,600,000 entries.

As in previous years, the ITS managed to acquire a mass of 
documentation during 1975. This concerned mainly the concen
tration camps and contained information of considerable 
importance to victims and their families. These accumulated 
acquisitions have made Arolsen the most im portant centre of 
documentation dealing with the concentration camp period 
despite the fact that this docum entation is still fragmentary, with 
many gaps.

Most of this docum entation has been used to augment a 
Catalogue o f  Places o f  Detention, adding seven camps for the 
first period (1933-39), as well as 73 outside work squads and 
8 work squads from concentration camps in the war years.

A new, revised edition of this Catalogue was to have 
appeared in 1975, but publication was delayed by the need to 
include in it all the information contained in the documents 
recently acquired. The ITS expects to publish the revised 
Catalogue in 1976.

Scrutiny of the new docum entation has brought to light 
another 2,518 deaths. These were notified to the Special 
Registrar of Births, Marriages and Deaths, to be officially 
registered.

Since its creation, the ITS has received more than 4 million 
inquiries and has provided 5.6 million replies, the difference 
between these two figures being explained by the fact that replies 
to certain inquiries are sent to several services.

III. DEPARTMENT 
OF PRINCIPLES 
AND LAW

The activities of the Departm ent of Principles and Law do 
not often feature in news of current events. During the past 
several years there has been an exception, constituted by the 
Diplomatic Conference on the Reaffirmation and Development 
o f  International Humanitarian Law applicable in Arm ed Con
flicts. The ICRC takes part in this Conference as a privileged 
expert and as author of the texts under discussion.

An account of the second session of the Diplomatic Con
ference and a general outline of other work done by the D epart
m ent in 1975 is given below.

The Departm ent is composed of three Divisions:

-  Legal
-  National Societies and Principles
-  Documentation and Dissemination

These Divisions have been working in ever-closer co
operation with the Operations D epartm ent, as suggested by the 
Tansley Report. The main objective of both Departm ents in this 
respect is to harmonize their respective activities, so that legal 
and doctrinal considerations may benefit from practical expe
rience and that activities may be guided by principles and law.

REAFFIRMATION 
AND DEVELOPMENT 
OF HUMANITARIAN 
LAW

Diplomatic Conference—  
second session

The second session of the Diplomatic Conference on the 
Reaffirmation and Development of International Humanitarian 
Law applicable in Arm ed Conflicts took place in Geneva from 
3 February to 18 April 1975.

Readers wishing to study the proceedings of the Conference 
in detail are referred to the text published in July 1975 by the 
International Review o f  the Red Cross (No. 172, pages 323-358), 
so that we need not go into details here, but merely cover the 
essentials of this great undertaking, which is a special concern 
of the Legal Division.
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What is the “Tansley Report” ?

This report mentions several times a study which was published in the summer of 1975. It is often spoken 
of as the Tansley Report', its official title is R eappraisal o f  the role o f  the R ed  Cross. 

What is this publication? 
The final volume of the seven-volum e report is entitled An Agenda fo r  the R ed  Cross. The whole report 

is the product of two-and-a-half years of study by experts from outside the Red Cross movement, with a 
twofold purpose: 

—  to report on the “state of health” of the Red Cross,
—  to provide a prognosis. 

M ost commentators, quick to point out the defects discovered by Donald Tansley, who headed the study, 
failed to observe that the reappraisal had been ordered by the Red Cross itself, which showed at least that 
the organization did not fear criticism, or even reconsideration of its role. 

It remains to be seen whether the Red Cross as a whole or its individual components— National Societies, 
League and ICRC— recognize themselves in the portrait presented. The suggestions for the future must also 
be examined to determine whether they are sound and realistic. 

The ICRC, like the League and the National Societies, has been examining the Tansley R eport in this light.

The Diplomatic Conference held its first session in 1974, 
having been convened to discuss and approve two draft Protocols 
additional to the Geneva Conventions o f  1949, prepared by the 
ICRC with the help of Red Cross and government experts. These 
texts contain a total of 122 basic provisions aimed at improving 
protection for the victims of international armed conflicts 
(Protocol I) and non-international armed conflicts (Protocol II).

In the second session, due to a remarkable degree of 
concord— the majority of the articles adopted in committee were 
approved unanimously— a great deal of work was accomplished. 
The three main Committees, the working groups and the drafting 
committees held no fewer than 500 meetings. More than half the 
area has now been covered, since 70 provisions have been 
adopted in committee by the delegations of the 121 countries 
represented, meeting under the chairmanship of Mr. Pierre 
Graber, President of the Swiss Confederation.

A few examples will show the progress already made in 
humanitarian law, although the provisions adopted in the 
Committees have not yet been submitted to the Plenary 
Assembly of the Conference.

International armed conflicts

The major new elem ent in Protocol I establishes the general 
obligation to make a distinction at all times between the civilian 
population and combatants, also between civilian objects and 
military objectives. This means that civilians must have genuine 
protection from the dangers arising from military operations 
which would be prohibited whenever they may present a danger 
to  non-combatants and their goods. The protection of objects of

a civilian nature will be extended to cover cultural objects and 
places of worship.

Objects indispensable to the survival of the civilian popula
tion— crops and livestock for instance— will be protected, as the 
starvation of civilians to compel them to submit will be forbidden.

The new provisions adopted will provide special protection 
for the natural environment “against widespread, long-term and 
severe dam age” , and for works and installations containing 
dangerous forces. In the last-named case, an attack would be 
legitimate only if these works were being used to provide 
“ regular, significant and direct support” to military operations 
and if their destruction was the only way to term inate such 
support.

The immunity hitherto enjoyed by medical personnel o f  the 
armed forces and o í recognized civilian hospitals will be extended 
to all organized civilian medical personnel, medical structures 
and medical transport.

There is also better protection for the individual and for 
medical activities. The new provisions explicitly prohibit pseudo
medical experiments on protected persons. Doctors will have the 
right to work in conformity with their professional ethics and 
must not be punished for having treated anyone. The relief of 
suffering is thus recognized as virtually sacred and set above all 
antagonisms.

The representatives of the governments taking part in the 
Diplomatic Conference dem onstrated once more the confidence 
they have in the Red Cross in general and the ICRC in particular, 
especially in adopting Article 70 bis of Protocol I. This article 
requires the parties to  a conflict to grant the International 
Committee of the Red Cross all the facilities in their power to 
enable it to carry out the humanitarian role assigned to it by
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the Geneva Conventions and the future annexed provisions, in 
order to ensure protection and assistance to the victims. The 
other Red Cross organizations (the National Societies and their 
federation, the League) have also been given additional support 
for their activities.

Non-international armed conflicts

Protocol II is concerned with civil war. It contains the rules 
regarded as essential to ensure effective protection for victims 
against arbitrary conduct by the parties to the conflict and against 
the dangers arising from the hostilities. The Conference has 
already made considerable progress in codification in this 
relatively undeveloped field of international humanitarian law.

Protocol II reiterates the provisions of Protocol I, simplified 
and adapted to the special conditions of non-international 
conflicts. This applies in particular to protection of medical and 
religious personnel, the general safeguarding of medical activ
ities, the civilian population, the natural environment, and works 
and installations containing dangerous forces.

For the first time, rules have been formulated which are 
designed to ensure decent conditions of internm ent or detention 
for persons deprived of their liberty for reasons related to such 
armed conflicts: Article 8 of Protocol II, already adopted in 
committee, asks the parties to a conflict to facilitate visits to 
interned or detained persons by representatives of an impartial 
humanitarian organization.

The fundamental guarantees in the new text include respect 
for individuals, for their honour, for their religious convictions 
and practices, prohibit any attem pt on life, health and physical 
and mental wellbeing, and forbid torture, mutilation, corporal 
punishment, the taking of hostages, acts of terrorism, humiliating 
and degrading treatm ent, slavery, looting, and even the threat 
of committing such acts.

The third session of the Diplomatic Conference was 
convened for 21 April to 11 June 1976 in Geneva.

Colloquium and round table
Subjects dealt with by the Diplomatic Conference were also 

discussed at the International Colloquium organized in Turin, 
Italy, on 21 and 22 June by the International Institute of 
Humanitarian Law of San Remo and at a “ round table” 
convened by the same organization from 3 to 6 September in 
San Remo. The ICRC took an active part in both meetings.

In Turin, the discussions dealt mainly with problems of state 
sovereignty, international relief operations, and the protection of 
refugees, particularly in relation to the draft Protocols.

In San Remo, the principal subjects discussed were the 
banning of reprisals, repression of violations of the Geneva 
Conventions and of Protocol I, the role and activities of the 
Red Cross and of other humanitarian organizations, the

categories of prisoners of war and protection of the victims of 
non-international armed conflicts.

These meetings provided opportunities for fruitful ex
changes of views prior to the third session of the Diplomatic 
Conference.

Conference on weapons: 
preparation for the 
second session

The second session of the Conference of Government 
Experts on the Use of Certain Conventional Weapons was 
scheduled in Lugano from 28 January to 26 February 1976.

For the ICRC, organizer of the Conference, 1975 was a year 
of preparation. Invitations were sent, starting in June. Various 
working sessions were held in Geneva and Lugano to arrange this 
im portant meeting. It should be noted that the report of the 
first session (Septem ber-October 1974) was published at the 
beginning of 1975.

NEW  ACCESSION TO 
THE G E N E V A  CONVENTIONS

The Swiss Federal Council on 11 July 1975 
received a declaration of continuity confirming the 
accession of the Commonwealth of the Bahamas to 
the Geneva Conventions.

DOCUMENTATION AND 
DISSEMINATION DIVISION

One of the other components of the D epartm ent of 
Principles and Law, the Docum entation and Dissemination 
Division, has a great variety of activities. It issues publications, 
runs the ICRC library, sends out documents, acts as host to 
researchers, and makes a significant contribution to the general 
task of disseminating the Red Cross principles and the Geneva 
Conventions.

To dem onstrate the Division’s activities, here are a few 
figures:

— 1,165 written replies to requests for general information on 
the ICRC,

-  1,137 parcels of docum entation dispatched,
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— a score of researchers and authors of theses welcomed,
— ten publications produced,
— more than 45,000 Soldier’s Manuals sent out,
— 370,000 school manuals printed, 200,000 of them in Switzer

land.

The Soldier’s Manual is one of the methods used by the 
ICRC to spread knowledge of the Geneva Conventions among 
armed forces. In most cases, National Societies assist in this. In 
1975, efforts were directed to the following countries: Afghan
istan, Angola, Belize, Cameroon, Colombia, Dahomey, E thio
pia, Guinea Bissau, Mali, M auritania, Morocco, Mozambique, 
Niger, Paraguay, Portugal, Sao Tomé, Sudan. A Swahili edition 
was prepared for Tanzania, Uganda and Kenya. O ther countries 
have said that they are interested.

The school manual, “The Red Cross and My Country” , of 
which several versions exist, adapted to national customs and 
translated into the languages of the countries, constitutes another 
aspect of the work of dissemination carried on by the ICRC.

In 1975, 150,000 copies in Swahili were printed in Switzer
land, for use by schoolchildren in Tanzania, Kenya and Uganda. 
A  Portuguese edition of 50,000 copies was produced ; and for use 
in Pakistan, 100,000 school manuals and 10,000 Teacher’s 
Manuals (the latter being a guide for school staff) were printed in 
Lahore. In Ethiopia, 20,000 copies were printed in Amharic.

Thanks to a  new credit of 200,000 Swiss francs granted to the 
ICRC by the Swiss Confederation at the end of 1975, this work 
can be continued through 1977.

An ICRC delegate visited Poland from 19 September to 
10 October where she took part in a seminar on dissemination 
of the Geneva Conventions, organized by the Polish Junior 
Red Cross. She discussed with the Polish Government and the 
National Society a proposed European seminar on the subject.

Naturally, the ICRC supports all efforts to promulgate the 
contents of the Conventions, and regional delegates add their 
contributions by giving lectures in the countries they visit. 
Seminars are also organized in Geneva for members of National 
Societies and for armed forces.

W hen the Council of Delegates of the International 
Red Cross, composed of representatives of the National Socie
ties, the League and the ICRC, m et in Geneva in October, 
a memorandum was presented to the National Societies sug
gesting that they should :

— appoint a person within their own organization to be respon
sible for dissemination,

— work for the establishment in their country of a perm anent 
interministerial committee for promulgating the Conventions,

— organize seminars,
— create methods of spreading information.

A t the end of 1975, 47 National Societies had already sent 
replies to the memorandum. These replies will constitute the 
subject of a report in the course of 1976.

As the result of a Unesco resolution on dissemination of the 
Geneva Conventions, it was decided to organize a meeting of

experts on the teaching of international humanitarian law in 
universities in March 1976 at the Henry Dunant Institute in 
Geneva.

INTERNATIONAL REVIEW 
OF THE RED CROSS

The International Review of the Red Cross, which is 
published by the ICRC under the authority of the Departm ent 
of Principles and Law, is the main vehicle for expressing the 
thought and doctrine of the Red Cross movement.

It appears monthly and in it an effort is made to throw light 
on the history and current activities of the movement throughout 
the world.

It is published in French and English and provides Spanish 
and German translations of the most im portant articles which 
appear in pamphlet form. Starting in 1976, the Spanish pamphlet 
will be replaced by a complete Spanish edition.

Let us take a look at the annual table of contents published 
in the December edition. The main historical articles which have 
appeared during the year are:

-  “Henry Dunant, Prom otor of the 1874 Brussels Conference, 
Pioneer of Diplomatic Protection for Prisoners of W ar" 
(Y. de Pourtalès and R .-H . Durand, February) ;

-  “The Swing of the Pendulum. A H undred Years in the 
Development of Humanitarian Law— 1874-1973” (Jean 
Pictet, March) ;

-  “The Protection of War Victims under Polish Legislation, up 
to the end of the 18th Century” (Andrzej Gorbiel, June).

Readers interested in the work of the Diplomatic Con
ference on the Reaffirmation and Development of International 
Humanitarian Law should refer to the February, April, May and 
July issues, the last of which gives a very full account.

Also in the legal sphere, there was an article by Claude 
Pilloud in the January issue under the title “The Concept of 
International Arm ed Conflict: Further Outlook” .

“ Miscellaneous” section contained many interesting articles 
such as:

“Centenary of the Brussels Declaration and the Interna
tional Symposium on Humanitarian Law” (January) ; 
“National Sovereignty and the Reuniting of Families” 
(May) ; “ Development of Hum anitarian Law in the Medico- 
Military Field” (June) ; “ Humanitarian Action and National 
Sovereignty” (November); “ Spiritual Assistance and Inter
national Humanitarian Law” (November).

Finally, the Review devoted much space to the activities 
of the ICRC in the field and to the numerous events organized 
by the Red Cross throughout the world during 1975.
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IV. RELATIONS WITH 
RED CROSS 
INSTITUTIONS AND  
NATIONAL 
SOCIETIES

Council of Delegates 
of the International 
Red Cross

The Council of Delegates of the International Red Cross, 
with representatives of the National Societies, League and ICRC, 
met in Geneva on 24 and 25 October on the occasion of the 
thirty-third session of the League Board of Governors.

The Council elected as chairman Dr. Eric Martin, President 
of the ICRC, and as vice-chairman General Burea, President of 
the Romanian Red Cross.

The main themes discussed were the development of inter
national humanitarian law, the re-appraisal of the role of the 
Red Cross, the Red Cross as a factor of peace, the struggle against 
racism and race discrimination, the development of the 
Henry Dunant Institute’s activities, and ICRC operations 
in 1975.

Three resolutions adopted by the Council dealt with the 
development of the Henry D unant Institute’s activities, action to 
be taken on the World Red Cross Conference on Peace, and the 
re-appraisal of the role of the Red Cross (see the “ International 
Review of the Red Cross” , No. 177, December 1975).

The Council of Delegates asked the ICRC to study a 
proposal by Dr. Hans Haug, President of the Swiss Red Cross, 
that, in view of the complexity of the monumental corpus of law 
constituted by the Geneva Conventions of 1949 and the addi
tional Protocols, a single document should be prepared, sum
marizing their essential principles and thus facilitating their 
diffusion.

Standing Commission of the 
International Red Cross

The re-appraisal of the role of the Red Cross, the possible 
revision of the statutes of the International Red Cross, the 
organization of the twenty-third International Conference of the 
Red Cross (Bucarest, 1977), the results of the World Red Cross 
Conference on Peace (Belgrade, 1975) and the action to b e  taken 
thereon, the award of the Henry D unant Medal, and Red Cross 
activities in various countries were the main items discussed by

the International Red Cross Standing Commission at its sessions 
on 14 June at Belgrade and 23 October at Geneva.

The ICRC took part in the work of the Standing Commis
sion, chaired by Sir Geoffrey Newman-Morris (Australia). The 
IC R C ’s representatives at Belgrade were its president, Dr. Eric 
Martin, and Mr. Pierre Gaillard, ICRC adviser, and at Geneva 
Dr. Martin and Mr. Roger Gallopin, President of the Executive 
Board.

Joint session: League-ICRC
There were twelve regular monthly joint League-ICRC 

sessions during 1975 by a perm anent liaison body of the two 
institutions. This joint body deals with problems common to both 
organizations in their respective activities. The minutes of these 
meetings are communicated to the Standing Commission of the 
International Red Cross.

Co-ordinating body
This group, established to co-ordinate assistance activities 

in operations carried out jointly by the ICRC and the League, 
met eight times in 1975.

Assistance to the countries of Indo-China, especially to 
Vietnam, was dealt with at these meetings, presided over by 
Mr. Roger Gallopin, President of the ICRC Executive Board.

Riyadh: Seventh Regional 
Meeting of Arab National 
Societies

Riyadh was the site of the Seventh Regional Meeting of 
A rab Red Crescent and Red Cross Societies, from 27 to 
31 January.

It brought together delegates from sixteen National 
Societies, those of Algeria, Bahrain, Egypt, Iraq, Jordan, Kuwait, 
Lebanon, Libya, M auritania, Morocco, Saudi Arabia, Somalia, 
Democratic Yemen, Sudan, Syria and Tunisia. Delegates of the 
“Palestinian Red Crescent” and of the Ministry of H ealth of the 
A rab Emirates took part in the meeting, which was chaired by 
Dr. Abdul Aziz Al-M udarres, President of the Saudi Arabian 
Red Crescent Society.

The ICRC was represented by two of its directors and a 
delegate general, who gave an account of ICRC activities in the 
Middle East. They also raised the question of diffusion of the 
Geneva Conventions. A  resolution was adopted by the partici
pants on the latter subject, asking A rab National Societies to 
intervene with their respective Governments to ensure more 
extensive dissemination of the Conventions and requesting the 
ICRC to continue its activities in this field.
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Montreux: a symposium on the 
development of the 
Red Cross in Africa

A symposium on the development of the Red Cross in 
Africa, organized by the League of Red Cross Societies, took 
place in M ontreux (Switzerland) from 24 February to 8 March. 
Dr. Eric Martin, President of the ICRC, and a number of ICRC 
officials, took part.

In his opening address, Dr. Martin voiced the International 
Com m ittee’s faith in the future of the National Societies in 
Africa.

On 7 March, an “ ICRC Day” was the occasion for African 
delegates to get to know better the activities of the ICRC in 
general, and more particularly its work in Africa, especially in 
helping political detainees.

Food aid sent by the ICRC and distributed by the National 
Societies, and matters relating to the diffusion of humanitarian 
law and Red Cross principles were among the subjects of lectures 
and discussions.

Belgrade: 
the Red Cross and peace

The World Conference of the Red Cross on Peace was held 
in Belgrade from 11 to 13 June 1975. Dr. Eric Martin, President 
of the ICRC, represented the institution, in the company of three 
delegates.

The ICRC presented two reports, one dealing with allevia
tion of the suffering of war victims as a contribution to peace, the 
other discussing the development of international humanitarian 
law and the dissemination of the Geneva Conventions.

A  “ programme of action of the Red Cross as a factor of 
peace” was drawn up by a drafting committee. Pursuant to 
suggestions in the ICRC reports, this programme provides for 
measures to strengthen the practical operations of Red Cross 
bodies, especially those to help victims of conflict and to 
encourage the development of international humanitarian law.

The Belgrade Conference provided the opportunity for 
constructive contacts with the National Societies represented.

Missions by the President 
of the ICRC and other members 
of the Committee

The President of the ICRC, Professor Eric Martin, went on 
six missions in 1975, with the aim of strengthening the ties 
between National Societies and the ICRC:

— 4-9 May: Budapest (Hungary) —  a visit to the National 
Society on the occasion of World Red Cross Day;

— 9-12 May: Paris (France) —  National Congress of the French 
Red Cross;

— 25-31 May: Discussions with the President and the Foreign 
Minister of the French Republic (on ICRC activities and 
financing) ;

— 9-15 June: Belgrade (Yugoslavia) —  Centenary of the Yugo
slav Red Cross, World Peace Conference, Standing Commis
sion of the International Red Cross;

— 19-25 June: Federal Republic of Germany —  Congress of 
the National Red Cross and a visit to the International Tracing 
Service (ITS) at Arolsen ;

— 25 November - 3 Decem ber: Nouakchott (M auritania) —  
Visit to the M auritanian Red Cross on the occasion of the 
fifteenth anniversary of national independence.

Professor Gilbert Etienne, who is a member of the Inter
national Committee of the Red Cross and of the ICRC Executive 
Board, went to Angola and the neighbouring countries from 
30 August to 13 September. Professor Etienne had been directed 
by the Executive Board to discuss the details of ICRC activities 
in Angola with the various parties to the conflict and with the 
Portuguese authorities.

Shôken Fund: 
fifty-fourth distribution

The Red Cross Societies of Burma, Ethiopia, Gambia, 
Ghana, Nepal, Panama and Paraguay received allocations—  
amounting altogether to 145,000 Swiss francs— from the fifty- 
fourth distribution of the income of the Empress Shôken Fund.

Applications for allocations were examined by a Joint Com
mission composed of representatives of the League and ICRC. 
(The 1974 balance sheet and statem ent of income and expendi
ture of the fund, with details of allocations, were published in the 
June 1975 issue— No. 171— of the “ International Review of 
the Red Cross” .)

V. RELATIONS WITH 
INTERNATIONAL 
ORGANISATIONS

The ICRC delegate to the United Nations and their 
specialised agencies, especially those of a humanitarian nature 
(High Commissioner for Refugees, UNDRO, UNICEF, etc.), 
was put under considerable pressure in the spring by the events 
in Indo-China. In New York, he had to attend daily meetings 
convened by the Co-ordinator for United Nations Relief 
Operations in Indo-China, who had been appointed by the
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Secretary-General. Later in the year, he was in very close touch 
with those concerned with developments in Angola.

From the autumn to the end of the year, the delegate to the 
international organisations and his colleagues were kept busy 
mainly by the discussions of the thirtieth session of the United 
Nations General Assembly. The main subjects discussed were 
Timor and Western Sahara; the human rights situation in Chile 
and the territories occupied by Israel ; Cyprus ; racial discrimina
tion and problems in southern Africa ; disarmament and the 
question of napalm and other incendiary weapons ; and the work 
of the Diplomatic Conference. During the same period, ICRC 
observers were closely following the deliberations of the Security 
Council on these matters.

Among the other meetings, conferences, assemblies or 
congresses followed by the ICRC were :
-  the 31st session of the United Nations Economic and Social 

Council Human Rights Committee (discussing human rights in 
Chile, the Israeli occupied territories, Rhodesia, South Africa 
and Namibia) ;

-  the 58th session of ECOSOC (report of the Human Rights 
Committee) ;

-  the General Assembly of the World Health Organization 
(medical situation in the Israeli occupied territories where an 
ICRC medical delegate carried out a long mission in 1975 (see 
P- 22));

-  the 5th United Nations Congress on the Prevention of Crime 
and the Treatm ent of Delinquents ;

-  various meetings of non-governmental organisations con
cerned with human rights and the problems of disarmament 
and international humanitarian law.

The Congress on Crime Prevention, held in Geneva and 
attended by a thousand experts (criminologists, police, heads of 
prison services, etc.), offered the ICRC a chance to make some 
useful contacts and to explain to the delegations present the 
ICRC activities in prisons especially in connection with political 
detainees. The Congress also discussed torture and the President 
of the ICRC took the opportunity offered by a meeting of 
Amnesty International to deliver an address on the subject of 
“Torture, the application and diffusion of minimum rules” .

The ICRC delegate to the international organisations also 
followed the work of the second session of the Diplomatic 
Conference in Geneva before returning to New York to see what 
effect those discussions had in the United Nations.

VI. INFORMATION AND 
PUBLIC RELATIONS

Public opinion, which in 1975 had been stirred by the 
conclusion of the wars in Cambodia and V ietnam, by the conflicts 
in Angola, Timor and Lebanon and by the events in Eritrea and 
Iraqi Kurdistan, had many opportunities to observe the opera

tions being carried out by the ICRC around the world on the 
scenes of both new and earlier conflicts or events, such as those in 
the Middle East, Chile and Cyprus.

The Press and Information Division in Geneva also had its 
rush periods, especially during the final stages of the conflicts in 
Cambodia and Vietnam. They issued nearly 40 press releases and 
held four press conferences at headquarters.

Information delegates were sent to Phnom Penh, Saigon and 
Angola to gather information for the ICRC and donors and to act 
at the same time as spokesmen to inform the many journalists 
who had come from far and wide to cover those events. Photo
graphers, too, were sent to Indo-China and Angola.

Two 16 mm films showing relief operations in Cambodia 
(produced by INDSEC) and in Vietnam (shot by the Swiss TV) 
just before the end of the conflicts have been added to the ICRC 
film library.

Publications and other productions

The “ ICRC in Action” , a publication meant mainly for Red 
Cross Societies and governments but also distributed to the press, 
appeared regularly throughout 1975, as did “Contact” , a joint 
League-ICRC publication for the press services of National 
Societies.

On the occasion of the September collection among the 
Swiss public, the ICRC published an information leaflet entitled 
“The ICRC in 13 questions” of which more than a million copies 
were distributed to Swiss households.

Information to National Societies on current operations was 
accompanied by many photographs illustrating all the aspects of 
ICRC activities.

A part from radio reports on current operations, the ICRC 
Broadcasting Service continued throughout 1975 to transmit a 
series of programmes meant mainly for the Third W orld and 
transm itted every two months on a frequency of 7,210 kHz, 
which is reserved for the Red Cross, and also over the Swiss 
Broadcasting Corporation’s short wave frequencies via Swiss 
national transmitters.

Finally, a film entitled “ In the beginning . . .  Solferino” , put 
together from records in the ICRC film library and the Swiss film 
library, was made by the ICRC and has been included in the 
catalogue of films that may be purchased or borrowed. It exists in 
Arabic, English, French, Germ an and Spanish.

Public relations

The main instrument of ICRC public relations in Switzer
land was the widely distributed leaflet, “The ICRC in 13 
questions” .

ICRC representatives took part in many Red Cross meetings 
organised in Switzerland by the Central Committee of the Swiss 
Red Cross or by local sections.

H eadquarters was visited by 4,558 persons who attended 
220 film shows. The film showing the activities and history of the 
ICRC was shown 177 times.
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Exhibitions Training course: 98 participants

The second World Telecommunications Exhibition, Tele
com 75, which was held in Geneva from 2 to 6 October, gave the 
ICRC a chance to show the public how it maintains radio contact 
between headquarters in Geneva and the delegates in the field. 
During the hours that the exhibition was open, all ICRC radio 
traffic came through the ICRC stand at the Telecom 75. This 
attraction was supplemented by a triple-screen film showing the 
importance of radio communications to ICRC operations and 
giving a summarized history of the ICRC Telecommunications 
Service (see p. 29).

The ICRC also played a more modest role in the Zurich, 
Boston, M ontreal and Paris exhibitions (the last-mentioned 
being an exhibition on the Red Cross organised by the French 
Red Cross at French Broadcasting House).

VII. PERSO NNEL
Despite the escalation of fighting in 1975, there was a slight 

reduction in ICRC personnel— not counting persons whose
services were loaned by National Societies— as shown 
following figures :

by the

1975 (1974)
— headquarters employees 238 (227)
-  in the field delegates 85 (126)
-  total 323 (353)
-  local staff 130 (220)

The reduction of staff in the field is accounted for mainly by 
the cutback from 45 to 3 in Cyprus as well as in Southeast Asia 
(activity in Cambodia ceased at the end of April) and in Latin 
America (with the reduction in relief work in Chile).

The fighting in Angola caused the figure for Africa to rise 
during 1975 from 5 to 25 delegates, not including scores of 
doctors, surgeons and nurses made available by the National 
Societies of Denmark, France, G reat Britain, Sweden and 
Switzerland, for work in Angola.

Delegations: many applications

During 1975, there were more than 500 applications to 
become ICRC delegate, as compared with 360 in 1974. The 
economic recession probably contributed to this reawakening 
of interest in humanitarian work.

Of the 521 applications received, 129 came from non-Swiss 
who could not be considered as possible delegates. These 
applicants were advised to apply to their own National Societies.

O f the 392 Swiss applicants considered, 86 were accepted 
and 306 (78% ) rejected.

The introductory course to initiate applicants into the 
function of a delegate, after which the final selection is made, was 
held in four sessions at the Conference Centre at Cartigny 
(Geneva). It was attended by 98 persons (of whom 17 were 
women) composed of applicants who had survived the preselec
tion and some ICRC employees. Thirteen persons came from the 
ICRC Group for International Missions (GM I). The GMI, set up 
in Berne in 1962, is responsible for recruiting specialized staff to 
fill technical posts, doctors, radio operators, drivers, etc., who 
agree to accept missions of at least two months over a period of 
two years.

Personnel on mission

During the year, 179 posts in the field were filled or 
renewed, as follows :
- 1 1  heads of delegation
-  5 regional delegates
-  44 delegates
-  39 doctors, including 19 supplied by National Societies
-  11 agency delegates
-  7 administrators
-  29 male and female nurses, 21 from National Societies
-  5 secretaries
-  14 radio operators
-  14 technicians, including 7 from National Societies.

VIII. FINANCE

Fund-Raising
During 1975, the fund-raising delegate approached many 

governments to try to obtain either a considerable increase in 
existing contributions or regular contributions from governments 
which had not hitherto paid any.

These approaches formed part of an overall plan decided on 
by the Committee in 1972, the object of which is to obtain from 
the governments which have acceded to the Geneva Conven
tions regular annual contributions totalling 7.5 million Swiss 
francs so that the perm anent structure of the ICRC may be 
financed half by the Swiss Confederation and half by other 
governments.

Although contributions are voluntary, they do nonetheless 
derive from Resolution XI of the 1949 Diplomatic Conference, 
which we quote below:

W hereas the Geneva Conventions require the Inter
national Committee of the Red Cross to be ready at all times 
and in all circumstances to fu lfil the humanitarian tasks 
entrusted to it by these Conventions,
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the Conference recognizes the necessity of providing
regular financial support for the International Committee
of the Red Cross.

For the ICRC, the duty to stand ready becomes more 
imperative each year in view of the growing tension in the modern 
world.

It is therefore most im portant that governments adapt their 
contributions to the requirem ents of the times. As can be seen 
from Table II, total regular contributions from States parties 
to the Geneva Conventions (excluding Switzerland) came only 
to Sfr. 3,543,450 in 1975.

In round figures, this falls Sfr. 4 million short of the target set 
by the Committee in 1972.

The approaches so far made to the United States G overn
ment by the fund-raising delegate have met with obvious success 
— the US annual contribution is now US$ 500,000 as against 
the US$ 50,000 allocated until the end of 1973.

Pressing approaches have been made to the Scandinavian 
countries, the Netherlands and the A rab States, but by the end of 
1975 the outcome was still unknown. In addition, overtures have 
been made to several governments, either through their 
Permanent Missions to the International Organisations in 
Geneva or by personal contact on the occasion of visits by the 
President of the ICRC to the highest dignitaries of State.

National Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies have also 
been asked to support the ICRC in its approaches to their 
governments and have, at the same time, been encouraged to 
increase their own financial contributions to the ICRC.

In this connection, let us recall that according to Resolutions 
adopted by Red Cross Conferences, National Society contribu
tions to the perm anent financing of the ICRC should be 50%  of 
the scale set by the League for the contributions of its members.

Finally, mention should be made of the drive started in 1974 
and intensively continued into 1975, to obtain funds from some 
of the largest American foundations. This is a new programme 
for the ICRC and the first tangible results appeared at the end 
of 1975, but its true worth will not be apparent for another three 
to five years.

In brief, fund-raising is a very important part o f ICRC 
general policy. Its results will determ ine the future readiness of 
the ICRC “ at all times and in all circumstances” and its ability 
to be present wherever the protection or assistance of victims 
requires.

1975 Results
Introduction

The appreciable expansion of operational activities was 
bound to affect the ICRC’s ordinary budget (both perm anent and 
temporary), even though specific actions were, as usual, financed 
by an ad hoc budget (occasional structure).

Nevertheless, despite this development, which could not 
be foreseen when the 1975 budget was prepared, the accounts 
for 1975 were closed with expenses greater than those for 1974 
but less than the am ount originally estimated. The deficit,

which had been estimated at the beginning of the year at 1.99 mil
lion Swiss francs, was revised in mid-year to 2.2 million, and 
was finally reduced to 190,000 Swiss francs.

The ICRC’s “ turnover” for 1975— if such a term may be 
employed for a humanitarian organization— amounted to about 
100 million Swiss francs, divided as follows:

(a) operational and logistic expenses million fr
-  ordinary budget (perm anent and 

temporary s tru c tu re s) .......................... 21.3
-  actions supported by ad hoc financing

(occasional s tru c tu re )   12.1 33.4
(b) relief expenses ----------

-  supplies purchased and delivered by
the ICRC ...............................................  4.0

-  food donated by the EEC  and Swiss 
Confederation and delivered by the
IC R C ........................................................ 25.3

  29.3

subtotal for actions carried out by the
ICRC alone ...............................................  62.7

(c) joint ICRC-League action in Indo
china 39.7

Total ............................................................  102.4

Expenditure and income, by departments and structures, 
and comparison with preceding years (Tables II and III)

A preliminary observation should be made : the totals of the 
expenditure and income columns of the occasional structure 
(12.1 million Swiss francs) do not include the special Indo-China 
action, on which a sum of nearly 40 million Swiss francs was spent 
in 1975. This has been a joint League-ICRC operation; its 
accounts are kept separate from those of the ICRC and are closed 
each year on 31 March. They will be published in the 
International Review o f  the Red Cross after approval by the 
League-ICRC co-ordinating body.

On the receipts side, there were increases in regular contri
butions from governments and a substantial expansion of “ free 
donations and legacies” . Allocations to the ordinary budget 
from the occasional structure (contributions from governments, 
National Societies and others for financing specific actions) 
amounted to 1.07 million Swiss francs.

With regard to government contributions to the ordinary 
budget, it should be noted that payments by the Swiss Confedera
tion accounted for 12.5 million Swiss francs (a regular contri
bution of 7.5 million and a supplementary contribution of 5 mil
lion Swiss francs) out of total income of 21.4 million Swiss francs.

The am ount of 5,905,749 francs in contributions to the 
tem porary structure includes the supplementary contribution of 
5 million francs received in 1975 and the balance of 905,749 
francs carried forward from 1974 (see Annual Report for 1974, 
p. 96).
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Expenditure by branches of activity (Table IV)

An innovation in this year’s accounts is Table IV, “Budget 
for Expenditure by Branches of Activity” . It is a first step 
towards an attem pt to give a clearer view of the actual costs of 
each branch of activity, and its examination leads to some 
interesting conclusions.

For instance, the ICRC’s activities under the Geneva 
Conventions (protection and assistance, and its activities in the 
sphere of law) cost 9.39 million Swiss francs and constituted 
45 per cent of its 1975 expenditure, while activities other than 
those under the Conventions (consisting mainly of aid to political 
detainees) am ounted only to 11 per cent.

Activities ascribed to management accounted for a consid
erable proportion of 1975 expenditure, 6 million francs or 
29°/o. It should be noted that costs under this heading refer to 
all the management activities of the ICRC, including those 
it carried out alone or jointly with the League for actions financed 
ad hoc by the occasional structure.

In comparison with the total volume of ICRC activity, in 
terms of the concept of “ turnover” described earlier, manage
ment expenses constituted only 6%  of the total.

Expenditure under the heading “ Information and public 
relations” included not only the costs of the Press and Inform a
tion Division but also all the liaison activities of the Division of 
National Societies and the delegate to international organ
izations.

Finally, we should make it clear that the expenditure under 
“Assembly and Executive B oard” consists almost entirely of the 
cost of preparatory work for the Third Session of the Diplomatic 
Conference on the Reaffirmation and Development of H um an
itarian Law. These expenses are additional to those relating to the 
Geneva Conventions under the heading “ Affirmation and devel
opm ent of humanitarian law.”

Special actions financed a d  hoc

We have seen above that the occasional structure refers to 
special actions for which ad hoc funds have been raised from 
governments, National Societies and various bodies.

Table VII shows the amounts received for new operations 
(Angola, Lebanon, Timor) and for continuing operations begun 
before 1975 (Chile, Cyprus, Inpak, Iraqi Kurdistan, Middle East, 
Rwanda). It also includes contributions towards the Lucerne and 
Lugano Conferences of Experts on Weapons.

The table shows that without the balance brought forward 
from 1974 (5.76 million), there would have been a deficit of 
about 2 million francs in 1975. With that initial balance, the 
total carried forward at the end of 1975 amounted to 3.7 million 
Swiss francs, the largest figures being for Angola (reduced 
activities at the end of 1975) and Timor (activities suspended 
on 6 December).

As already mentioned, these figures do not include any 
expenditure for the special action in Indo-China.

For details on contributions to the occasional structure, see 
Table VIII.

Special fund for current operations (Table IX)
Swiss francs

This fund had the following resources:
—  balance at the end of 1974 . . . .  811,719
—  commitments carried fwd  1,698,746

2,510,465
—  various donations and alloca

tions .............................................  1,800,000
—  results of collection campaign

among the Swiss p e o p le   618,255

Total ...........................................  4,928,720

The fund thus had a total of 4,928,720 francs available to 
finance relief activities during 1975.

Of this amount, 3.7 million francs was spent or committed 
for relief activities connected with continuing operations in the 
field. Together with special allocations for activities in Chile and 
Angola and a transfer to the brief Iraqi Kurdistan action,expendi
ture totalled, in round figures, 4 million francs, leaving a balance 
of 862,977 francs as at 31 December.

The term ination of these special operations does not 
coincide with the annual closing of the books of the ICRC. 
Substantial sums are therefore carried forward each year. These 
amounts represent the difference between the contributions 
available at the beginning of the operation and the expenses 
budgeted at that time.

Swiss public collection campaign
The whole proceeds of this campaign, 618,255 francs 

(Table IX, 2.1) were allocated to the Special fund for current 
operations.

As in previous years, the cost of organizing this collection 
was provided for in the ordinary budget as part of the permanent 
structure (Table II, first column).

Analysis of balance sheet (Table I)
The balance sheet as at 31 December 1975 has few 

substantial changes in comparison with that for 1974. We draw 
attention however to two headings: Cash, which shows a large 
increase, and Funds in trust, with a large decrease.

The reasons for these two changes were as follows:
—  Cash

At the end of the year, the ICRC received m ajor donations 
for special actions, Angola in particular, for which short
term investments could not be made before 3 1 December.

—  Trust funds
The establishment at the beginning of 1975 of the Fonds 
Français Maurice de Madre as an independent foundation 
was attended by a reduction in the funds held in trust by the 
ICRC. The Fonds Français Maurice de Madre is managed by 
a Council consisting of representatives of the ICRC and the 
League. Its accounts will be published by the International 
Review of the Red Cross after their approval by the Council.

42



43



Comparative balance sheet as of 31 December 1974 and 1975 T A B L E  I

(su m m a ry  in  th o u sa n d s  o f  Swiss fran cs , w ith  co m p a ra tiv e  figures fo r 1974) (su m m ary  in th o u sa n d s  o f Swiss francs , w ith  c o m p a ra tiv e  figures fo r 1974)

ASSETS
C A SH  .....................................................

O TH E R  C U R R E N T  ASSETS
—  Securities (market p r ic e ) ...........
—  Other in v estm en ts .......................
—  Accounts receivable ..................
—  Accruals and prepaid expenses .

FIX E D  ASSETS
—  B u ild in gs.........................................
—  R elief su p p lie s ..............................
—  Furniture and equipment .........

A D V A N C E S TO D E L E G A T IO N S .

B A L A N C E  SH E E T  TO TALS

F U N D S IN TR U ST
—  D e b to r s .....................................
—  Trust fundsin b a n k s..............

1 975

4 547

4,230
3,202
3,747

136

11,315

435
73

218

726

1,535

18,123

1
258

259

1974

1,904

3 ,364
9,448
2,055

591

15,458

405
71

274

750

1,222

19,334

19
1,066

1.085

LIABILITIES
SH O R T-TE R M  LIABILITIES
—  Accounts payable ..................................
—  Accrued liabilities ..................................

F U N D  FO R C U R R E N T  
O PE R A TIO N S
—  R e se r v e .......................................................
—  E a rm ark ed ................................................

S U N D R Y  P R O V IS IO N S ...........................

C A PIT A L  R E SE R V E  F U N D S
—  Extraordinary reserv e ...........................
—  Excess o f  receipts over expenditure
—  Deficit for 1975 .......................................

—  Reserve against widespread co n flic t.

B A L A N C E  SH E E T  T O T A L S ................

F U N D S IN T R U ST  ....................................

3,151
541

3,692

863
5,664

6,527

2,011

1,083

(190)

893
5,000

5,893

18,123

259

259

2,466
371

2,837

812
7,425

8,237

2,177

1,080
3

1,083
5,000

6,083

19,334

1,085

1,085
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Summary statement of income and expenditure

(In  Swiss francs)

EXPENDITURE 
on activities of:
A SSEM B LY , E X E C U T IV E  B O A R D 1. . . .

D E P A R T M E N T  OF PRINCIPLES A N D  
LAW
M anagem ent g r o u p ..................................................
Legal D ivision ...........................................................
D ocum entation and Dissem ination Division . .
National Societies D iv is io n .....................................
International R ev iew ................................................

O PE R A T IO N S D E P A R T M E N T
M anagem ent g r o u p ..................................................
R elief D iv is io n ...........................................................
Europe and North Am erica ..................................
Africa ...........................................................................
A s ia -O cea n ia ..............................................................
M iddle East ................................................................
Latin Am erica ...........................................................

C E N T R A L  T R A C IN G  A G E N C Y  A N D  
I.T .S .................................................................................

P E R SO N N E L  D E P A R T M E N T  .......................

F IN A N C E  A N D  A D M IN IST R A T IO N  
D E P A R T M E N T .......................................................

PRESS A N D  IN FO R M A T IO N  DIV ISIO N

D E L E G A T E S TO IN T E R N A T IO N A L  
O R G A N IZ A T IO N S ..............................................

CO ST O F A C T IV IT IE S .......................................
O TH E R  E X P E N D IT U R E
Cost o f organizing public co lle c t io n .....................
General organizational s t u d y ..............................
Other e x p e n se s .........................................................
School textbook e x p e n se s ....................................

T O T A L .........................................................................
R E SU L T
Advance to 1976 .......................................................

T O T A L .........................................................................

P e rm a n e n t
s tru c tu re

T e m p o ra ry
s tru c tu re T o ta l O ccasio n al

s tru c tu re

1,692,812

251 ,130

1,692,812

14,196
261,648
398 ,486
533,713
287,435
365 ,006

261 ,648
649 ,616
533,713
287 ,435
365 ,006

1,846,288 251 ,130 2,097 ,418 14,196

432 ,066
816 ,103
250,051
531 ,357
391,579
725,878
531 ,976

3,084
527,986

1,108,659
2,838 ,098

255,828

432 ,066
816,103
253,135

1,059,343
1,500,238
3 ,563 ,976

787 ,804

4,849 ,127
4 ,111 ,465
1,073,244

416 ,880
1,683,744

3 ,679 ,010 4 ,733 ,655 8,412 ,665 12 ,134,460

1,465,120

61,625

1,465,120

1,173,476 1,173,476

4 ,672 .734 4 ,734 ,359

753,072 753,072

241,811 241,811

15,524,323

154,146
175,105
37 ,066

364,668

5,046 ,410 20 ,570 ,733

154,146
175,105
37,066

364 ,668

12,148,656

16,255.308 5 ,046 ,410

1,002,574

21 ,301 ,718

1,002,574

12,148,656

16,255,308 6 ,048 ,984 22 ,304 ,292 12,148,656

1 T h is  fig u re  in c lu d es  ex p e n ses  in  re sp ec t o f  th e  p re p a ra to ry  w o rk  fo r th e  D ip lo m atic  C o n fe re n c e  an d  o th e r  c o n fe re n c e s  o f  e x p e rts  o rg a n iz ed  
by th e  IC R C .



of departments and structures in 1975 T A B L E  II

(In  Swiss francs)

INCOM E

P e rm a n e n t
s tru c tu re

T e m p o ra ry
s tru c tu re

T o ta l
O ccasio n al

s tru c tu re

C O N T R IB U T IO N S FROM  
G O V ER N M EN TS
Annual .........................................................................
Complementary from Swiss G ov ern m en t.........
Extraordinary from Kuwait G overn m en t. . . .

11 ,043,450

51,200
5 ,9 0 5 ,7 4 9 2

11 ,043,450
5 ,905 ,749

51 ,200
C O N TR IBU TIO N S FROM  N A T IO N A L  
SOCIETIES
Annual ......................................................................... 1,245,720 1,245,720
PR IVATE C O N T R IB U T IO N S ......................... 329 ,800 329 ,800
FREE D O N A T IO N S A N D  LE G A C IE S . .  . 1 ,184,684 1,184,684
R E V E N U E  FROM  IN V E ST M E N T S............ 1 ,120,166 1,120,166
O TH E R  INCOM E
To finance school te x tb o o k .................................. 364 ,668 364 ,668
FIN A N C IN G  OF O C C A SIO N A L  
STR U C TU R E
Gifts and income for special a c t io n s....................
Transfers to and from the occasional structure :
-  Lugano Conference on W eap on s.....................
-  Rwanda a c t io n .......................................................
-  Iraqi Kurdistan a c t io n .......................................
-  Middle East ac tio n ................................................

29,831
696 ,047

(100 ,000)
(100 ,000)

4 8 ,106
295 ,129

(1 00 ,000)
(1 00 ,000)

77,937
991 ,176

11,055,437

100,000
100,000
(77 ,937)

(991 ,176)

RESULT
Excess o f expenditure over receipts in 1975 . .  
Excess o f expenditure borne by relief action 
funds .............................................................................

189,742 189,742

1,962,332

T O T A L ......................................................................... 16 ,255,308 6,048 ,984 2 2 ,304 ,292 12,148,656

2 T h is  am o u n t consists o f  5 ,0 0 0 ,0 0 0  fran cs , a  su p p le m e n ta ry  fo r 1975 , a n d  9 0 5 .7 4 9  francs c a rr ie d  o v e r  fro m  1974.
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Summary statement of income and expenditure for 1975 with comparative figures for 1974

(Sw iss francs)

EXPENDITURE 
on a c t i v i t i e s  of:
ASSEM B LV  EX E C U T IV E B O A R D  ................................................................................

1974 1975 1976

1,272.774 1,692,812 1,786,992

D E PA R T M E N T  O F PRINCIPLES A N D  LAW
250.272
610.942
820,697

338,373

261.648
649,616
533,713
287,435
365 ,006

41 1,652 
731,045  
614 .200  
369,915  
397.133International R eview  ..................................................................................................................

O PE R A T IO N S D E PA R T M E N T

2,020 ,284 2,097 ,418 2 ,523.945

293 ,216
813,873
206 .524
971 ,289

1.595,162
3 .464 .694

462 ,162

432 ,066
816,103
253,135

1,059,343
1,500,238
3 ,563 ,976

787 .804

655 ,146
951.198
379,098

1.244,558
1,304.243
3 ,557 ,112

888,054Latin Am erica ................................................................................................................................

C E N T R A L T R A C IN G  A G E N C Y  A N D  I.T.S.................................................................

7 .806 ,920 8,412 ,665 8,979 ,409

1,289.896 1,465,120 1,772,836

PER SO N N EL D EPA R T M E N T  ........................................................................................... 1,040,267 1,173,476 1.319.295

FIN A N C E  A N D  A D M IN IST R A TIO N  D E P A R T M E N T ......................................... 4 ,036 ,999 4 ,73 4 ,3 5 9 4 .448 .858

PRESS A N D  IN FO R M A TIO N  D IVISION .................................................................... 630.814 753,072 973.961

D E L E G A T E  TO  IN T E R N A T IO N A L O R G A N IZ A T IO N S .................................. 204.107 241,811 264.321

COST OF ACTIVITIES ........................................................................................... 18.302.061

159,628

278,462
200,383
500 .000

45 ,700
133.500

80,000
109.135

76,176

20 ,570 ,733

154,146

175,105

37 ,066
364,668

22,069 .617

160,000
O TH E R  E X P E N D IT U R E

New installations:

School textbook e x p e n s e s .........................................................................................................

R ESU L T
Excess income ................................................................................................................................
Carried forward to 1975 and 1976 .........................................................................................

19 ,885,045

3,138
905 .749

2 1 ,301 ,718

1,002,574

22 ,229 ,617

20 ,793 ,932 22 ,304,292 22 ,229 .617
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budget for 1976 T A B L E  III

(Sw iss francs)

1974 1975 B udget
1976

INCOM E
CO N TR IBU TIO N S
FROM
G O V ER N M EN TS
A n n u a l ..................................... 9 ,905 ,295 11 ,043 ,450 11 ,365 ,000
Complementary from Swiss

5 ,000 ,000G overnm ent ......................... 4 ,316 ,065 5 ,905 ,749
Extraordinary from

51,200G overn m en ts......................... 1 ,415,000
C O N TR IBU TIO N S
FROM  N A T IO N A L
SOCIETIES
A n n u a l..................................... 1 ,123,960 1 ,245,720 1,250,000

PR IVATE
C O N TR IBU TIO N S ......... 314 ,237 3 29 ,800 300 ,000

FREE D O N A T IO N S
A N D  LEG A C IE S .............. 217 ,365 1 ,184,684 400 ,000

R E V E N U E  FROM
INVESTM ENTS ................ 1 ,542,264 1,120,166 545 ,000

O TH E R  INCOM E
To finance school
textbook ................................ 76 ,177 3 64 ,668
Subsidies received from
State o f G eneva for radio
station ..................................... 200 ,000
Other receipts ....................... 34 ,000
T R A N SFER S TO TH E
O C C A SIO N A L
ST R U C TU R E
-  In respect o f Chile action (875 ,0 0 0 )
-  In respect o f Lucerne

Conference on W eapons (100 ,0 0 0 )
-  Lugano Conference on

W eapons 1 9 7 6 .................. (1 00 ,000)
-  Share allotted to Rwanda

action .................................. (1 00 ,000)
A LL O C A TIO N  FROM
O C C A SIO N A L
ST R U C T U R E  ..................... 2 ,624 ,569 1,069,113
R ESU LT
Excess o f expenditure over
receipts ..................................... 189,742

3 ,369 ,617Budget deficit for 1976 . . . .

20 ,793 ,932 2 2 ,304 ,292 22 ,229 ,617
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Budget of expenditure for each branch of activity

T A B L E  IV

ACTIVITIES
1976

o rd in a ry
b u d g e t

1975 
am o u n ts  

a c tu ally  sp en t

1975
o rd in a ry
b u d g e t

(In  Swiss francs)

1. ACTIVITIES UNDER THE CONVENTIONS
PR O TECTIO N A N D  A SSISTA N C E
Setting-up and preparation........................................... 2 078 086
Application o f  C onventions ......................................... 3 044  598 5 454 949 5 863 421
M edical and material aid .............................................. 856 662 659 712 826 477
Tracing and family re-uniting ..................................... 2 044 659 1 565 882 1 613 136

8 024 005 7 680 543 8 303 034
L E G A L  ACTIVITIES
Reaffirmation and developm ent o f humanitarian
law ......................................................................................... 1 288 280 1 002 549 1 291 150
Dissem ination of Red Cross principles and human
itarian l a w ........................................................................... 810 700 712 171 785 570

2 098 980 1 714 720 2 076  720
2. ACTIVITIES OTHER THAN THOSE

UNDER THE CONVENTIONS
Setting-up and preparation........................................... 1 634 477 1 364 508 1 507 794
Political detainees ........................................................... 1 055 848 949 471 1 655 829

2 690 325 2 313 979 3 163 623
3. PROBLEMS RELATING TO RED CROSS

PRINCIPLES............................................................ 174 283 91 252 140 940
4. INFORMATION AND PUBLIC RELATIONS

National Societies ........................................................... 541 417 465 920 486  380
International organizations........................................... 302 236 241 810 290 208
Mass media and visitors ................................................ 1 201 813 1 010 493 1 015 765

2 045 466 1 718 223 1 792 353
5. MANAGEMENT

PE R SO N N E L
A ctive s t a f f ......................................................................... 1 167 555 1 006 128 1 161 170
Pensions and allowances to retired sta ff1.................. 224 000 211 821 214 200

F IN A N C E ........................................................................... 1 268 360 1 460 052 1 394 950
A D M IN IS T R A T IO N .................................................... 237 615 198 125 166 185
Records and distribution of d o c u m e n ts .................. 597 840 610 950 675 850
D ocum ents production .................................................. 927 150 950 605 1 003 365
Services and m ainten an ce .............................................. 692 203 673 109 645 330
O ffice equipm ent and supplies .................................. 171 900 218 254 200 000
Fixed equipment and buildings .................................. 361 800 674 226 420  900

5 648 423 6 003 270 5 881 950
6. INSTITUTIONAL EXPENSES............................ 288 000 320 149 396 000
7. ASSEMBLY, EXECUTIVE BOARD2 .............. 1 260 135 1 094 914 1 099  400

22 229 617 20 937 050 22 854 020

N B  : T h e  “ S choo l t e x tb o o k ” o p e ra tio n  is n o t in c lu d ed  in  th is  ta b le . T h a t is w hy th e  to ta l  o f  ex p e n ses  sh o w n  is 3 6 4  6 6 8  Sw iss francs 
less th a n  in T a b le s  II  an d  III.

1 N o t in  re c e ip t  o f  p e n s io n s  fro m  th e  p en sio n  fu n d .

2 S ee  p . 4 2 .
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Contributions from Governments to the financing of the permanent structure
in 1975

T A B L E  V

Swiss francs Sw iss francs
C O U N TR IES C O U N TR IES

R ece iv ed E x p ec ted R ece iv ed E x p ec ted

A u str a lia ......................................................... 107 ,000 Senegal ........................................................... 15,000
A u str ia .............................................................. 21 ,370 South A fr ic a .................................................. 38 ,460
Bahrain ........................................................... 26 ,500 Spain ................................................................ 16,000
B e lg iu m ........................................................... 33 ,000 Sri L an k a......................................................... 2 ,725
B r a z il................................................................ 15,000 Sweden ........................................................... 119,000
B u lgaria ........................................................... 6 ,000 S w itzerlan d .................................................... 7 ,500 ,000
Burma .............................................................. 6 ,400 Thailand ......................................................... 18,000
Canada ........................................................... 72 ,600 Trinidad and Tobago ................................ 1,220
Chile ................................................................ 9 ,200 T u n isia .............................................................. 4 ,000
C olom bia ......................................................... 7 ,445 Uganda ........................................................... 3 ,705
C y p ru s.............................................................. 3 ,370 U nited Kingdom ......................................... 121 ,300
D en m a rk ......................................................... 84 ,440 United States o f  A m e r ic a ......................... 115,280 1,170,000
Ecuador ........................................................... 1,280 1,200 V e n e z u e la ....................................................... 11,925
Egypt, Arab Republic o f .........................

4 2 ,400
39 ,000 Yugoslavia .................................................... 2 ,500

Finland ...........................................................
France .............................................................. 186,000 Total for 1975 .............................................. 8 ,975 ,810 1 ,975,170
German Dem ocratic R ep u b lic ................ 5 ,000 Adjustm ents for previous years, net

92 ,470Germany, Federal Republic o f .............. 311 ,760
3 1 ,240

amount received in 1975 .................
G r e e c e .............................................................. Total ................................................................ 9 ,068 ,280 1 ,975,170

3,030
Honduras ....................................................... 2 ,650
Hungary ......................................................... 2 ,000
Ice la n d .............................................................. 2 ,500
In d ia .................................................................. 23 ,700
Indonesia ......................................................... 29 ,045
Iran .................................................................. 30 ,000
Iraq .............................................. 88,835
Irelan d .............................................................. 10 ,000
Israel ................................................................ 39 ,000 A D JU ST M EN T S FO R  P R E V IO U S Y E A R S
Italy .................................................................. 87 ,030
Ivory C o a s t ....................................................
J a m a ic a ...........................................................

6 ,400
2 ,385 C O U N T R IE S Sw iss francs

Japan ................................................................ 78 ,700
Jordan .............................................................. 15,570 A u stra lia ............................................................. 33 ,450
Korea, Republic o f ..................................... 23 ,200 B r a z il.................................................................... 4 ,500
Kuwait ........................................................... 50 ,000 C yp ru s.................................................................. 3 ,370
L ib er ia .............................................................. 2 6 ,500 Ecuador .............................................................. 635
Liechtenstein ................................................ 15,000 Egypt, Arab Republic o f .............................. (2 ,150)
L u xem b ou rg .................................................. 4 ,200 France .............................................. 8,100
M a lta ................................................................ 2 ,500 India ................................................ (3 ,940)
M ex ico ........................................... 10,000 Italy ....................................................................... 39 ,905
M o n a c o ........................................................... 4 ,000 J a m a ica ................................................................ (175)
M ongolia ....................................................... 1,020 Jordan .................................................................. 590
M orocco ......................................................... 15,000 Korea, Republic o f ......................................... 7 ,900
N e p a l ................................................................ 2 ,405 M a lta .................................................................... 725
Netherlands .................................................. 50 ,000 N e p a l.................................................................... 1,340
New Zealand ................................................ 67 ,360 Syrian Arab R epublic1 ........................ (13 ,250)
Norway ......................................... 33,050 V en ezu e la ........................................................... 11,510
O m a n ............................................. 15,570 Sundry adjustments ....................................... (40)
P akistan ........................................................... 13,250

92,470P o la n d .............................................................. 30 ,000
15,000

San M a r in o ..................................................... 2 ,760 1 A d ju s tm e n t o f c o n tr ib u tio n s  in  re sp ec t o f  spec ia l ac tio n  fo r C y p ru s  (se e  p . 101 o f  1974 A n n u a l
R e p o rt) .
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Contributions from National Red Cross Societies to the financing of the 
permanent structure in 1975

TA B L E  VI

COUNTRIES
Swiss fran cs

COUNTRIES
Swiss francs

R ece iv ed E x p ec ted R ece iv ed E x p ec ted

Albania ........................................................... 700 San M a r in o .................................................... 2 ,750
A u str a lia ......................................................... 53 ,350 Singapore ....................................................... 1,090
A u str ia .............................................................. 750 13,540 South A fr ic a .................................................. 9 ,060
Bahrain ........................................................... 3 ,000 Spain ................................................................ 17.000
B e lg iu m ........................................................... 20 ,000 Sweden ........................................................... 10,000
B u lgaria ........................................................... 6 ,250 Syrian Arab R e p u b lic ................................ 4 ,640
Cambodia ....................................................... 3 ,095 Thailand ......................................................... 16,090
Canada ........................................................... 38 ,360 Trinidad and Tobago ................................ 1,000
China, People’s Republic o f ..................... 30 ,000 T u n isia .............................................................. 4 ,640
C zechoslovak ia.............................................. 3 ,000 Union of Soviet Socialist Republics . . . . 16,000
D en m a rk ......................................................... 24,755 United Kingdom ......................................... 3 0 ,150
Dom inican R e p u b lic .................................. 4 .595 U nited States o f A m er ica ......................... 257 ,500
E cu a d o r........................................................... 3 ,200 Vietnam, Dem ocratic Republic o f . . . . 3 ,095
El S a lv a d o r .................................................... 1,625 Yugoslavia .................................................... 2 ,280
E th io p ia ...........................................................
Finland ........................................................... 3 ,000

4 ,640
Total for 1975 .............................................. 959 ,310 277,775

73,650 Adjustm ents for previous years, net
10,000 amount received in 1975 ......................... 8 ,635

Germany, Federal Republic o f .............. 134,300 Total ................................................................ 967 .945 277,775
26 ,000

Guatemala .................................................... 4 ,330
H a it i.................................................................. 3 ,100
Honduras ....................................................... 4 ,330
Hungary ......................................................... 5 ,000
Ic e la n d .............................................................. 2 ,000
Indonesia ......................................................... 6 ,500
Iran .................................................................. 35,585
Iraq .................................................................. 6 ,805
Ir e la n d ............................................................. 8 ,045
Japan ................................................................ 128,730
Jordan .............................................................. 3 ,500
Korea, Republic o f ..................................... 13,305
Lebanon ......................................................... 6 ,500
Liechtenstein ................................................ 3 ,500
L u xem b ou rg .................................................. 12,000 ADJUSTMENTS FOR PREVIOUS YEARS
Malaysia ......................................................... 4 ,640
Mauritania .................................................... 1,460
M o n a c o ........................................................... 7 ,100 COUNTRIES Swiss francs

36,000
New Zealand ................................................ 17,950
N ig er ia .............................................................. 4 ,650

6,800

Honduras ...........................................................
India ....................................................................

2 ,675
830

5,570 Indonesia ........................................................... 5 ,090
41,155 San M arin o ......................................................... 40

P o la n d ............................................................. 15,000 8,635
20 425
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Movement of Funds for Special

(in  Swiss francs)

Angola ChUe Cyprus
India

Pakistan
Bangladesh

Cash contributions from g o v ern m en ts .....................................................
Cash contributions from National Societies ...........................................
Other cash contributions................................................................................

4 ,121 ,267
638 ,447
149,229

829,461
256 ,400

111

1,862,312
50,565
65 ,207

1975 receipts ....................................................................................................

Transfers other stru ctu res...........................................................................

4 ,908 ,943 1,085,972 1,978,084

Net 1975 receipts................................................................................
Net 1975 expenses..............................................................................

4,908,943
(4,047,171)

1,085,972
(1,683,744)

1,978,084
(4,849,127)

Balances o f m ovem ents in 1975 ................................................................

A llocations and/or refunds operations funds .......................................
Transfers and/or reim bursem ents..............................................................
Balances brought forward from 1974 .....................................................

861 ,772

100,000
19,425

(5 97 ,772)

77 ,500

592 ,086

(2 ,8 7 1 ,0 4 3 )

3 ,798 ,530

(28 ,285)

28,285

Balances carried forward to 1976 ........................................................... 981 ,197 71,814 927 ,487

54



T A B L E  VII

Operations in 1975

Iraqi
Kurdistan

Middle
East

Timor 
East + West

Conference on weapons

Lebanon Rwanda Luceme
1974

Lugano
1976

Totals

57,448
45,084

367 ,945

343 ,917
101,905

127
5,460

1,657,903
267,204

71 ,670

40 ,000 123,775 9,036,083
1,365,065

6 54 ,289

470 ,477 445 ,949 5,460 1,996,777 4 0 ,000 123,775 11,055,437

(77 ,937) (9 91 ,176) 100,000 100,000 (869 ,113)

392,540
(218,920)

445,949
(195,133)

(985,716)
(2,828)

100,000
(64,293)

1,996,777
(1,073,245)

40,000
(879)

223,775
(13,316)

10,186,324
(12,148,656)

173,620 250 ,816 (988 ,544) 35,707 923,532 39,121 210 ,459 (1 ,962 ,332)

(50 ,000)
(41 ,6 3 2 )
157,073

(162 ,000)

1 ,150,544
1 1 ,4 3 4 '
34 .454

(62 ,785)
(10 ,773)

5,760 ,972

239,061 250 ,816 _ 35 ,707 923 ,532 85,009 210 ,459 3 ,725 ,082

1 A p p ro p ria tio n  o f  excess  re c e ip ts  o v e r  e x p e n d itu re  in 1974.
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Movement of Funds for Special Operations in 1975 
List of donors

, . TA B LE VIII
( in  Sw iss fran cs)

Donors Angola Chile Cyprus
Pakistan
Bangla-

Iraqi
Kurdistan Lebanon Middle

East Rwanda Timor 
East + West

Conference on 
weapons

Total
Lucerne

1974
Lugano

1976

G overnm ents..................................... 4,121,267 829,461 1,862,312 — 57.448 343,917 — — 1.657.903 40.000 123.775 9.036.083

Algeria ................................................ 10,000 10,000
A u stra lia .............................................. 839,490 25.000 32,000 896.490
Austria ................................................ 14,890 14.890
Belgium .............................................. 71,297 214,475 57.448 343.220
Canada ................................................ 1,257,912 182,820 66.344 193,027 481.781 2.181.884
Denm ark ............................................ 46.072 44.082 12.000 102.154
F in la n d ................................................ 10.000 10.000
F ra n c e .................................................. 60.300 60.300
Germ any, Federal Republic o f . . 259,220 50.890 310.110
Ireland ................................................ 18.053 18.053
Luxem bourg ..................................... 5.000 5,000 10.000
M o ro c c o .............................................. 15,000 15.000
N e th e r la n d s ....................................... 499,785 101,300 99.550 700.635
New Z e a la n d ..................................... 143.000 143.000
N o rw ay ................................................ 99,100 20.370 119.470
S p a in .................................................... 5,000 5.000
S w e d e n ................................................ 310,000 45,000 355.000
Switzerland ....................................... 800,000 150,000 100,000 50.000 1.100.000
S y ria 1 .................................................. 13,250 13,250
United K in g d o m ............................... 141,250 112.972 254.222
United S ta te s ..................................... 1,064.000 1.305.000 2.369.000
Venezuela .......................................... 4.405 4.405

National S ocieties ............................ 638.447 256.400 50.565 — 45.084 101.905 5.460 — 267.204 — — 1.365.065

A u stra lia .............................................. 3,197 3,303 6.500
Austria ................................................ 6,822 6.822
Belgium .............................................. 16,750 346 19,350 36.446
Canada ................................................ 55,216 32.301 19.469 46.617 153.603
F in la n d ................................................ 23,500 40.948 10.000 74.448
G erm any, Federal Republic o f . . . 103,450 42.525 145.975
G reece ................................................ 5,000 5,000 10.000
Ireland ................................................ 32,695 2.926 15.915 51.536
I s ra e l .................................................... 5,918 5.918
Japan .................................................... 9,003 9.003
L iech ten ste in ..................................... 1,000 1.000
Luxembourg ..................................... 20,000 4,000 24.000
M onaco ................................................ 2,950 2,950 5.900
N e th e r la n d s ....................................... 25,400 35.120 60.520
New Z e a la n d ..................................... 5,475 6.460 14.015 25.950
N o rw ay ................................................ 74,100 74.100
S in g a p o re ............................................ 1.065 1.065
South Africa ..................................... 377 377
S p a in ..................................................... 8,866 11,727 20.593
S w e d e n ....................................... .. 183,600 45.084 121.600 350.284
Switzerland ....................................... 75,000 20.000 25.170 25,000 30.000 175.170
T h a ila n d .............................................. 688 3,337 4.025
United K in g d o m ............................... 5.620 5.460 5.450 16.530
USSR .................................................. 105,300 105.300

Other contributions2........................ 149,229 111 65.207 — 367.945 127 — — 71.670 — — 654 .2892

1 S ee  p ag e  51 .
2 T h e  “ o th e r  c o n tr ib u tio n s”  h e a d in g  in c lu d es  a c o n tr ib u tio n  o f  3 6 7 ,7 8 9  Swiss fran cs  from  th e  H C R  fo r Ira q i K urds.
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Special fund for current operations T A B L E  IX

Summary of movements in 1975
Balance carried forward from 31 D ecem ber 1974 ...........................
R eceipts in 1975
2.1 . Product of public collection in Switzerland ..............................
2.2. A llocation from Benedict Fund ..................................................
2.3. A llocation from M iddle East special a c t io n ..............................
2.4. A llocation from India-Pakistan-B angladesh  a c t io n ...........
2.5. Refund by Iraqi Kurdistan action of allocation made 

in 1974 ................................................................................................
2 .6 . D onations for specific relief a c t io n s ............................................

618,255
75.000  

162,000
28,285
50.000

1,480,434

Total available

3. Expenditure in 1975
3.1. Purchases and forwarding of relief:

D isb u rse -

E u r o p e ......................   35 ,418
A fr ic a ..................................................................  360 ,437
Latin A m e r ic a ..................................................  219 ,239
South-East Asia .............................................. 137,157
M iddle E a s t .......................................................  1 ,340,797
Sundry relief o p era tio n s................................  18,611
U pkeep of em ergency s t o r e s .......................  56,073

-  Allocation to Chile relief action . . .
-  A llocation to A ngola relief action .

-  Transfer to Iraqi Kurdistan action .

2 ,167 ,732
77,500

100,000

2 ,345 ,232
157,073

C o m m it-

53,976
547,593

31,582
289,375
513 ,722

84,910
37,999

1,559,157

1 ,559,157

2 ,502 ,305  1,559,157

Am ount available at 31 D ecem ber 1975

Am ounts earmarked for special actions and programmes
4.1 . O n-going actions in active z o n e s .......................................
4.2. A ngola a c t io n .........................................................................
4 .3 . Chile a c t io n ..............................................................................
4.4. Cyprus action .........................................................................
4.5. Iraqi Kurdistan action .......................................................
4 .6 . Lebanon a c tio n .......................................................................
4 .7 . Rwanda action .......................................................................
4 .8 . Timor a c t io n ...........................................................................
4 .9 . School textbook ..................................................................
4 .10 . Lucerne Conference on W eapons, 1974 .......................
4 .11 . Lugano Conference on W eapons, 1976 .........................

1 ,559,157
981 ,197

71 ,814
927 ,487
239,061
250 ,816

35 ,707
923 ,532
379,901

85,009
2 10 ,459

Spedal fund for current operations

E x p en se s

89,394
908,030
250,821
426 ,532

1,854,519
103,521
94 ,072

3 ,726 ,889
77 ,500

100,000

3 ,904 ,389
157,073

4 ,061 ,462

R ece ip ts

2,510 ,465

2 ,413 ,974

4 ,924 ,439

4 ,061 ,462

8 6 2 ,9 7 7 1

5 ,6 6 4 ,1 4 0 2

6,527 ,117

1 A p p e a rs  on  L ia b ilitie s  s ide  o f  B a lan c e  S h e e t, F u n d  fo r c u r re n t o p e ra tio n s , re se rv e . 2 A p p e a rs  o n  L ia b ilitie s  s id e  o f  B a lan c e  S h ee t, F u n d  fo r c u r re n t o p e ra tio n s , e a rm a rk e d .
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Special Funds

1. FOUNDATION FOR THE INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE OF THE RED CROSS 

B A L A N C E  SH E E T  A S A T  31 D E C E M B E R  1975

LIABILITIESASSETS
Sw. fr.

Securities :
-  Swiss bonds (market value

Sw. fr. 1 ,080 ,400 .— ) .......................  1 ,130,000.—
-  W est German bonds (market

value Sw. fr. 77 ,277 .— ) ..................  90 ,800 .—

Sw. fr.

D eposit with Swiss National Bank,
G e n e v a .........................................................
A ccounts receivable :
Adm inistration fédérale des contri
butions, Berne (prepaid tax to be 
refu n d e d ).....................................................

1 ,220 ,800 .—

68 ,720 .32

16,830.—

1,306 ,350 .32

Inalienable c a p ita l ..................................
Inalienable reserve:
-  b/f from 1974 .......................................
-  Statutory allocation of 15°/o o f net 

revenue in 1975 ..................................

Total capital

International Com m ittee o f  the Red  
Cross :
Funds in current account ....................

Sw. fr. Sw. fr. 
1 ,028,252,52

216 ,108 .45

9 ,298 .40  225 ,406 .85

1 .253,659.37

52 ,690 .95

1,306,350 .32

R EC EIPTS A N D  E X P E N D IT U R E  A C C O U N T  FO R 1975  

R EC EIPTS
Sw. fr.

Income from securities .............................................................................................................................................................  63,508.-

E X P E N D IT U R E

Safekeeping ch a rg es....................................................................................................................................................................  615 .50
A udit fees ......................................................................................................................................................................................  830.—
Sundry .............................................................................................................................................................................................  73.15

1,518.65

R ESU L T

Excess o f  receipts over expenditure ....................................................................................................................................  61 ,989 .35

ST A T U T O R Y  A LL O C A TIO N

Statutory allocation to inalienable reserve: 15% of net revenue (Art. 8 o f  the S ta tu tes) ...............................  9 ,298 .40
Statutory allocation to the ICRC of balance o f net revenue (Art. 7 o f the S ta tu te s ) ......................................  52 ,690 .95

61 ,989 .35
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2. AUGUSTA FUND

BALANCE SHEET AS AT 31 DECEMBER 1975

ASSETS
Sw. fr.

LIABILITIES
Sw. fr.

Swiss and other governm ent securities ................
Other Swiss se c u r itie s .........................................................

89 ,000 .—
25,224 .45

Inalienable c a p ita l................................................................ 100 ,000 .—

Less: Provision for price fluctuations (adjustm ent 
of value) ..................................................................................

114,224.45

(1 8 ,3 4 5 .2 0 )

Book value of portfolio (market value o f securities
Sw. fr. 95 ,705 .— ) ................................................................
Cash at b a n k s .........................................................................
Administration fédérale des contributions, Berne 
(tax paid in advance, to be refunded) .........................

95 ,879 .25
8.987 .85

1.450.85

ICRC
-  Florence Nightingale M edal Fund, current 
account ....................................................................................
-  Creditor (allocation still to be w ithdraw n)...........

4 ,317 .95
2 ,000 .—

106,317.95 106,317.95

RECEIPTS AND EXPENDITURE ACCOUNT FOR 1975

RECEIPTS Sw. fr. EXPENDITURE Sw. fr.

Income from se c u r it ie s .......................................................
Interest on bank d e p o s it .....................................................

4 ,772 .50
63.75

A udit fees for 1975 ...........................................
Safekeeping charges .........................................

455.—
63.30

4 ,836 .25 518 ,30

RESULT Sw. fr.
Excess o f receipts over expenditure in 1975 allocated 
to the Florence Nightingale Medal Fund pursuant 
to resolution VI of the X X Ist International C on
ference o f the Red Cross ..................................................  4 ,317 .95
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3. FLORENCE NIGHTINGALE MEDAL FUND

B A L A N C E  SH E E T  A S A T  31 D E C E M B E R  1975

ASSETS LIABILITIES
Sw. fr. Sw. fr. Sw. fr.

Swiss G overnm ent securities (market value
Sw. fr. 33 ,280 .— ) ................................................................
D eposit with Swiss National Bank, G e n e v a ..............
Adm inistration fédérale des contributions, Berne
(tax paid in advance to be r e fu n d e d ) ...........................
ICRC, Augusta Fund a/c ..................................................

32 ,000 .—
18,306.70

288.—
4,317 .95

C a p ita l.........................................................

Reserve :
-  Balance brought forward from 
1974 .............................................................
— Excess o f receipts over expenditure

28 ,149 .70
1,762.95

25 ,000 .—

29,912 .65

54 ,912 .65 54,912 .65

R EC EIPTS A N D  E X P E N D IT U R E  A C C O U N T  FOR 1975

REC EIPTS Sw. fr. E X P E N D IT U R E Sw. fr.
Income from se c u r it ie s .......................................................
Sale o f  securities ..................................................................
Sale o f medal .........................................................................
Transfer of balance as at 31 D ecem ber 1975 of 
Augusta Fund Receipts and Expenditure Account, 
pursuant to resolution VI of the X X Ist International 
Conference of the Red C ro ss ...........................................

960.—
320.—
135.15

4 ,317 .95

Printing c h a r g e s ................................................
Audit f e e s ...........................................................
Safekeeping charges .......................................

2 ,771 .90
570.—
628.25

3,970.15

5,733 .10

R E SU L T Sw. fr.
Excess o f  receipts over expenditure in 1975 .............. 1,762,95
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4. THE CLARE R. BENEDICT FUND

B A L A N C E  SH E E T  A S A T  31 D E C E M B E R  1975
(expressed in US $ before appropriation of revenue)

ASSETS LIABILITIES
U S $ us $

Securities (market value $978 ,3 7 9 .2 5 ) ...........................  9 2 6 ,238 .02  C ap ita l........................................................................................  1 ,000 ,000 .—
R eceipts and Expenditure A ccount : balance for 

Cash at b a n k ................................................................................  123 ,112 .28  d istr ib u tion ...............................................................................  49 ,350 .30

1 ,049 ,350 .30  1 ,049 ,350 .30

R EC EIPTS A N D  E X P E N D IT U R E  A C C O U N T  FO R  1975

RECEIPTS
Income from securities . .  
Interest on bank deposits

U S $  E X P E N D IT U R E  U S $
63 ,251 .06  Safekeeping charges, fees and other administrative

4 ,870 .25  expenses .................................................................................... 4 ,560 .64
----------------  N et loss from sale o f securities :

6 8 ,121 .31  -  book loss from sales ........................... 99 ,899 .70
----------------  -  less : book profit from s a l e s   (4 7 ,2 3 0 .8 4 ) 52 ,668 .86

57 ,229 .50

R E SU L T  U S $
Excess o f revenue over expenses in 1975 ........................  10,891.81

B A L A N C E  FO R  D IST R IB U T IO N  A S A T  
31 D E C E M B E R  1975  U S $
Balance bt/fwd from 1974, after distribution .................  38 ,458 .49
Excess revenue over expenses in 1975 as above . . . .  10,891.81

Balance for distribution as at 31 D ecem ber 1975 . .  49 ,350 .30
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S O C I É T É  F I D U C I A I R E  R O M A N D E  O F O R  S . A . ,  G E N È V E

COMITE INTERNATIONAL DE LA CROIX-ROUGE (C .I .C .R .)

G e n è v e

R A P P O R T

r e l a t i f  au c o n trô le  des com ptes an nuels  

a r r ê t é s  au 31 décem bre 1975

En n o tre  q u a l i t é  d 'o rg a n e  de c o n trô le  s t a t u t a i r e  du Comité I n te r n a t io n a l  de

l a  C roix-R ouge, Genève, nous avons v é r i f i é  l e s  com ptes an n u e ls  a r r ê t é s  au  31 décembre

-  l e  b i l a n  e t  l e  compte de r é s u l t a t  co n co rd en t avec l a  c o m p ta b i l i té ,

-  l e s  comptes s o n t te n u s  avec e x a c t i tu d e ,

-  l e s  comptes r e p ro d u it s  c i - a p r è s  e t  don t l a  n o te  1 f a i t  p a r t i e  in té g r a n te ,  r e f l è t e n t

b ie n  l a  s i t u a t i o n  f in a n c iè r e  du Comité I n t e r n a t io n a l  de l a  C roix-R ouge au 31 décembre

1975 e t  le  r é s u l t a t  de se s  o p é ra t io n s  pour l 'e x e r c i c e  1975.

1975.

Nous evons c o n s ta té  ce qu i s u i t  :

Sur l a  base  de n o tr e  examen, nous p roposons d 'a p p ro u v e r  l e s  comptes q u i vous

s o n t soum is.

Genève, l e  1 e r  mars 1976

Annexes :

soci: )UCIAIRE ROMANDE/OFOR S.A.

B ila n  au 31 décembre 1975

Compte de r é s u l t a t  de l 'e x e r c i c e  1975

Note r e l a t i v e  au b i l a n  au
31 décembre 1975
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ANNEXE I

S O C I É T É  F I D U C I A I R E  R O M A N D E O FO R S . A . ,  G EN È V E

COMITE INTERNATIONAL DE LA CROIX-ROUGE (C .I .C .R .)

G e n è v e

BILAN AU 31 DECEMBRE 1975

A C T I F Jr

DISPONIBILITES 4 .547 .157

ACTIFS REALISABLES A COURT TERME 
P lacem ents en t i t r e s  
A u tres  p lacem en ts 
D é b ite u rs
A c t i f s  t r a n s i t o i r e s

4 .229 .913
3 .2 0 1 .7 2 8
3 .747 .014

135.764

11 .314.419

ACTIFS IMMOBILISES
Immeubles (v a le u r  d 'a s s u r a n c e - in c e n d ie ,

v a le u r  à  n eu f : F r .  1 .4 o o .o o o .— ) 
M a té r ie l de p rem ie rs  seco u rs  
M o b ilie r  e t  m a té r ie l

435 .ooo 
72.833 

218.581

726.414

AVANCES DE FRAIS AUX DELEGATIONS 1 .5 3 5 .3 o7

' 18 .123.297

P A S S I F

DETTES A COURT TERME 
C ré an c ie rs
P a s s i f s  t r a n s i t o i r e s

3 .150 .689  
5 4 1 .o lo

3 .691 .699

FONDS POUR ACTIONS EN COURS 
à d i s p o s i t io n  
ré s e rv é s

862.977
5 .664 .140

6 .527 .117

PROVISIONS DIVERSES 2.011 .674

FONDS PROPRES
R éserve g é n é ra le  -  Note 1 
Excédent de d épenses pour 1975
R éserve pour a c t io n s  en c as  de c o n f l i t  g é n é r a l i s é

1 .082 .549
(189 .742)

5 . 000.000

5 .892 .8o7

FONDS FIDUCIAIRES
A voirs en banques e t  c réan ces  à  d i s p o s i t io n

18 .123 .297

259.352

des a y an ts  d r o i t
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S O C I É T É  F I D U C I A I R E  R O M A N D E  O F O R  S . A . ,  G E N È V E

COMITE INTERNATIONAL DE LA CROIX-ROUGE ( C .Ï .C .R .)  

G e n è v e

COMPTE DE RESULTAT DE L'EXERCICE 1975 PAR CENTRES D'ACTIVITES ET STRUCTURES

D E P E N S E S

S tr u c tu re
perm anente

S tr u c tu re
te m p o ra ire

S tr u c tu re

g io n n e l le
T o ta l

F r . F r . F r . F r.

ASSEMBLEE, CONSEIL EXECUTIF 1 . 692.812 - - 1 . 692.812

DEPARTEMENT DE LA DOCTRINE 
ET DU DROIT

Groupe de d i r e c t i o n  
D iv is io n  ju r id iq u e  
D iv is io n  d i f f u s io n  e t  docu m en ta tio n  
D iv is io n  S o c ié té s  n a t io n a le s  e t  

d o c tr in e  
Revue i n t e r n a t io n a l e

261.648
398.486
533.713

287.435
365.006

251.130 14.196
261.648
663.812
533.713

287.435
365.006

1 . 846.288 251.130 14-196 2 .11 1 .6 1 4

DEPARTEMENT DES OPERATIONS 
Groupe de d i r e c t i o n  
D iv is io n  des sec o u rs  
Zone Europe e t  Amérique du Nord 
Zone A friq u e  
Zone A sie-O céan ie  
Zone M oyen-O rient 
Zone Amérique l a t i n e

432.066
816.103
250.051
531.357
391.579
725.878
531.976

3.084
527.986

1 .1 0 8 .6 5 9
2 .8 3 8 .0 9 8

255-828

4 .8 4 9 .1 2 7
4 .1 1 1 .4 6 5
1 .0 7 3 .2 4 4

416.880
1 .6 8 3 .7 4 4

432.066
816.103

5 .102 .262
5 .170 .808
2 .57 3 ,4 8 2
3 .980 .856
2 .4 7 1 .5 4 8

3 .679-010 4 .73 3 .6 5 5 1 2 .1 3 4 .4 6 0 20 .547 .125

AGENCE CENTRALE DE RECHERCHES ET S .I .R . 1 .46 5 .1 2 0 1 .465 .120

DEPARTEMENT DU PERSONNEL 1 .17 3 .4 7 6 _ 1 .173 .476

DEPARTEMENT FINANCES ET ADMINISTRATION 4 .6 7 2 .7 3 4 61.625 _ 4 .7 3 4 .3 5 9
DIVISION PRESSE ET INFORMATION 753-072 _ 753.072
DELEGUES AUPRES DES ORGANISATIONS 

INTERNATIONALES 241.811 241.811

COUT DES ACTIVITES 1 5 .524 .323 5 .0 4 6 .4 1 0 12 .148 .656 32-719-389

AUTRES DEPENSES
F r a i s  d 'o r g a n i s a t io n  de la  

c o l l e c t e  en S u isse 154.146 154.146

Etude g é n é ra le  d ' o r g a n is a t io n  
A u tre s  d épenses
Dépenses a c t io n  manuel s c o l a i r e

175.105 
37.066 

364 .668
- -

175-105
37.066

364.668

730.983 - - 730.985

TOTAL DES DEPENSES 1 6 .255 .308 5 .0 4 6 .4 1 0 12 .148 .656 33 .450 .374

Avance pour 1976 - 1 .0 0 2 .5 7 4 - 1 .002 .574

16 .255 .308 6 .048 .984 12 .148 .656 3 4 .4 5 2 .948
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ANNEXE I I

H E C E T T E S

S tr u c tu re
perm anente

S tr u c tu re
te m p o ra ire

S tr u c tu re

s io n n e l le
T o ta l

F r . F r . F r . F r.

CONTRIBUTIONS
-  a n n u e l le s  r é g u l i è r e s  g o uvernem en tales
-  com plém entaires de l a  C o n fé d é ra tio n  S u is s e
-  e x t r a o r d in a i r e  du Gouvernement de Koweit
-  a n n u e l le s  r é g u l i è r e s  des S o c ié té s  n a t io n a le s
-  de so u rce  p r iv é e

11 .043 -450

51.200
1 .2 4 5 .7 2 0

329.800

5 .9 0 5 .7 4 9 -
1 1 .043 .450  

5 .9 0 5 .7 4 9  
51.200 

I . 2 4 5 . 72O 
329.800

1 2 .670 .170 5 .9 0 5 .7 4 9 - 1 8 .575 .919

DONS ET LEGS NON ASSIGNES 1.1 8 4 .6 8 4 - - 1 .1 8 4 .684

REVENUS FINANCIER 1 .1 2 0 .1 6 6 - - 1 .1 2 0 .1 6 6

AUTRES RECETTES
Financem ent a c t io n  manuel s c o l a i r e 364.668 „ . 364.668

FINANCEMENT STRUCTURE OCCASIONNELLE 
Dons e t  r e c e t t e s  d iv e r s e s  a c t io n s  
P a r t i c ip a t io n  de l a  s t r u c t u r e  o c c a s io n 

n e l l e  pour :
C onférence s u r  l e s  a rm es, Lugano 1976 
A ction  Rwanda 
A ction  K u rd is ta n  
A ction  M oyen-Orient

29.831
696.047

( 100 . 000 ) 
( 100 . 000 ) 

48 .106 
295.129

11 .0 5 5 .4 3 7

100.000
100.000
(77 .937]

(9 91 .176 .

1 1 .055 .437

j

725.878 143.235 10 .1 8 6 .3 2 4 11 .055 .437

Excédent de dépenses pou r 1975 189-742 - - 189.742

Excédent de dépenses p o r té  en 
d im in u tio n  des fonds  pour 
a c t io n s  en co u rs 1 .9 6 2 .3 3 2 1 .9 6 2 .3 3 2

1 6 .255-308  6 .0 4 8 .9 8 4  1 2 .1 4 8 .6 5 6  54-452 .948



ANN EXE I I I

S O C I É T É  F I D U C I A I R E  R O M A N D E  O F O R  S . A . ,  G E N È V E

COMITE INTERNATIONAL DE LA CROIX-ROUGE ( C .I .C .R .)  

G e n è v e

NOTE RELATIVE AU BILAN AU 31 DECEMBRE 1975

Note 1 -  R éserve g é n é ra le

Mouvement in te rv e n u  en 1975 :

Solde au  1 e r  j a n v ie r  1975 F r . 1.079*411

A f f e c ta t io n  de 1 'e x c é d e n t de r e c e t t e s  p a r  
r a p p o r t  aux d épenses de 1 'e x e r c ic e  1974, 
s e lo n  d é c i s io n  de 1 'A ssem blée g é n é ra le
du 9 mars 1975 " 3*138

S o lde  s e lo n  b i l a n  au 31 décembre 1975 F r .  1 .0 8 2 .5 4 9
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