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PREFACE

This report contains very concise information on the ICRC’s 
multiple activities in 1961. These activities have been most varied 
in view of the most unexpected succession of situations encountered 
throughout the world. In  this connection, the existence of the 
Geneva Conventions, and especially of their article 3, fortunately 
enabled the International Committee to intervene deliberately and 
to make use of its right of initiative. Each of the actions undertaken 
in Algeria, Laos, Nepal, the Congo, in Indonesia and elsewhere, 
had very different characteristics, bu t they were all carried out 
in the same spirit, which was th a t of the Red Cross. On the eve of 
the Centenary in 1963, it can be said th a t the Geneva institution 
has continued to  increase in vigour, authority  and effectiveness, 
for the past hundred years. Vires acquirit eundo. By advancing 
it gains new strength.

L e o p o l d  BOISSIER
President





I. PRACTICAL ACTIVITIES

When describing the activity of the International Committee 
of the Red Cross 1 in 1961, some of the upheavals which shook the 
world during the past year will be recalled. Indeed, whenever 
men face each other with weapons in their hands, it is the duty 
of the Red Cross, and especially of the ICRC, to intervene in order 
to mitigate distress caused by the conflict and to make the needs 
of hum anity and fellowship respected. But wars leave scars which 
take long to heal and th a t is why the ICRC has carried out many 
other tasks on behalf of the victims of earlier events which still 
have painful consequences.

AFRICA
Congo

In  1961, as in the previous year, the ICRC had to  deploy 
considerable effort in the former Belgian Congo.

This activity certainly produced most useful results and enabled 
much suffering to be relieved, although it also had its tragic side, 
since it cost one of the ICRC delegates his life.

Medical aid.—During the first six months of the year, the ICRC 
continued the medical work started  in 1960 in co-operation with 
the League of Red Cross Societies.2 This action benefited from the 
support of 23 National Societies which sent a to tal of 57 medical 
teams to the Congolese hospitals deprived of their personnel.

1 For the sake of brevity the International Com m ittee of th e R ed Cross 
will be designated by the initials ICRC.

* See A nnual Report  1960, pp. 8-13.
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The ICRC, which organised the distribution of the teams, had 
frequently to intervene with the authorities to safeguard their 
security.

Meanwhile, the World Health Organisation had been obliged, 
some time beforehand, to recruit doctors on long-term contracts 
for service in the Congo. By the end of 1960, however, it had to 
admit th a t its efforts had not obtained much success. For this 
reason, WHO requested the Red Cross to keep fifty doctors in 
the Congo for a further period of six months, undertaking to 
cover a part of their cost with the National Societies.

The Red Cross medical action was thus extended until June 30, 
the date on which WHO undertook to relieve the teams supplied 
by the National Societies. In spite of numerous difficulties, this 
action enabled the desired objectives to be reached : to maintain 
the activity of the hospitals and the health services by urgent 
measures until the Congolese medical authorities and WHO could 
take over these tasks for an extended period and to train Congolese 
capable of undertaking them  in the future. This was a remarkable 
example of international co-operation ; in fact personnel belonging 
to the Red Cross of several continents comprising teams from 
Africa, Asia, Oceania and South America, worked for a prolonged 
period side by side with teams from Europe and North America, 
something which was entirely without precedent.

In  order to express its esteem for the courage, devotion and 
professional qualities of which the members of the medical teams 
had shown proof, the ICRC decided to award to each one of them 
a medal commemorating the medical action in the Congo. The 
National Societies undertook to hand over the medals to recipients 
in the following countries : Australia, Austria, Canada, Czecho
slovakia, Denmark, Finland, Germany (Democratic Republic), 
Germany (Federal Republic), Greece, India, Iran, Ireland, Japan, 
Netherlands, New Zealand, Norway, Pakistan, Poland, Sweden, 
Turkey, United Arab Republic, Venezuela, Yugoslavia.

Detained persons.—Continuing the work carried out since the 
outbreak of the troubles in the Congo, the ICRC attem pted to 
come to the aid of all victims of the events without discrimination. 
In  particular, it intervened energetically on behalf of prisoners,
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whether m ilitary or civilian, detained in one region or another of 
the country.

In  Katanga, Mr. Tshombe gave permission for another ICRC 
mission to go to Elisabeth ville. Two delegates left Geneva on 
March 15 and, for a month, visited the chief establishments in which 
were held persons arrested and imprisoned by the K atanga authori
ties for political reasons. They were pleased to observe th a t sugges
tions made during the previous mission 1 had to a large extent 
been carried out.

Furthermore, in Orientale Province another ICRC delegate 
(Mr. G. Hoffmann) obtained authorisation, also in March, to  visit 
eight Belgian m ilitary who had been taken prisoner in January  
on the Ruanda Urundi border, and held in Stanleyville. He spoke 
with them and handed over mail and relief supplies to them. 
At the beginning of July, the eight prisoners were finally released 
and the delegate of the ICRC, who had energetically intervened on 
their behalf, accompanied them from Stanleyville as far as Brussels.

In  May the ICRC also obtained authorisation from the central 
government a t Leopoldville for a doctor-delegate, Dr. L. de Chas- 
tonay, to visit Mr. Moise Tshombe, President, and Mr. Evariste 
Kimba, K atanga Minister of Foreign Affairs, then interned at 
Coquilhatville. Accompanied by a doctor of the Swiss Red Cross, 
the ICRC representative carried out a thorough medical examination 
of these two detained persons of note, assured himself th a t the 
necessary care would continue to be given them  and spoke freely 
with them. After their transfer to Leopoldville, the same doctor- 
delegate was again given permission to  visit them. As is customary, 
the reports concerning these various visits were handed only to the 
detaining authorities.

On the other hand, the ICRC had to adm it with regret tha t 
it had not been able to obtain the necessary authorisation to assist 
all political prisoners in the Congo, meeting with setbacks chiefly 
in Orientale Province, Kivu and Kasai.

The conflict in Katanga.—The events in K atanga were to 
impose additional tasks on the ICRC which had not only to intervene

1 See A nnual Report  1960, p. 15.
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on behalf of new batches of prisoners, bu t to aid numerous other 
victims of th a t conflict.

This activity was further extended in December when hostilities, 
after several weeks of armistice, flared up between the UNO 
contingents and the K atanga forces. In  order to replace Mr. G. 
Hoffmann, who had returned to Geneva, the ICRC sent Mr. G. C. 
Senn, who had for m any years been an honorary delegate in Africa, 
to Elisabethville to  co-operate with Mr. G. Olivet, who was already 
on the spot. Mr. A. Melcher, a Swiss resident in K atanga, also 
gave active and whole-hearted co-operation.

In  Leopoldville, the ICRC delegation visited Belgian civilians 
who had been transferred from Leopoldville by UNO, either as a 
protective measure against m ilitary operations, or because they 
were suspected of having taken part in the fighting. They were, 
moreover, very soon released. I t  also visited foreign volunteers 
captured by UNO forces, some of whom were in hospital, and 
transm itted a t the request of K atanga H eadquarters in Elisabeth
ville all news concerning these to th a t staff. These visits, moreover, 
took place regularly from the beginning of the fighting in September, 
which saw the capture of a certain number of foreign volunteers, 
and are still continuing for those who have not yet been released. 
Finally, the delegation also visited members of the K atanga armed 
forces captured during those operations and transm itted all possible 
useful information about them  to the Elisabethville authorities.

In  K atanga the delegates gave aid to prisoners held on both 
sides. Their representations often had positive results. Thus during 
the last days of 1961, Mr. Senn visited Katangans held by UNO 
at the airport of Luano near Elisabethville, then m ilitary personnel 
captured by K atanga forces. He handed over various relief supplies 
to  the prisoners, but above all he negotiated for their exchange 
and release. He obtained the first successful results on December 28 : 
4 Swedes being exchanged for 30 Katangans. Thanks to his pressing 
representations on subsequent days, new releases took place on 
January  15, 1962 : 15 m ilitary personnel of the United Nations 
(11 Swedes, 2 Norwegians and 2 Irish) were exchanged for 33 
K atanga policemen held by UNO.

Throughout the K atanga crisis the ICRC representatives 
encountered often considerable obstacles. They succeeded, however,

10



in organising various relief actions on behalf of the civilian popu
lation stricken by the hostilities and in one of which Mr. Georges 
Olivet m et his death. Before relating the circumstances of this 
tragic event, it  would be appropriate to show how the delegates 
carried out these tasks, which were a t the same time effective and 
not without danger.

The delegates first of all attem pted to have civilians evacuated 
from the battle areas. This they often succeeded in doing although 
the m ilitary situation sometimes prevented them. Such was the 
case in Uvira Square in the north western European quarter of 
Elisabethville.

Shortly before his disappearance Mr. Olivet had attem pted 
to aid the inhabitants of this area. However, on December 15, 
UNO headquarters informed Mr. Senn th a t the expected evacuation 
could not take place, bu t th a t on the other hand it would be 
possible to organise, under Red Cross auspices, the supplying of 
some 200 Europeans and Africans trapped in the square.

Thanks to the efficient co-operation of the Red Cross of Katanga, 
the delegate of the ICRC was able to  organise a relief action which 
had now become extremely urgent, electricity and water supplies 
having been cut off. Furthermore, the inhabitants were subjected 
to a 24-hour curfew.

On December 16, Mr. Senn informed them  of the forthcoming 
arrival of relief. B ut as there was continuous firing in the area, 
UNO troops undertook cleaning-up operations to enable the Red 
Cross vehicles to advance without undue risk. Relief supplies were 
subsequently held up until December 17. W hen they  finally arrived, 
there was still sporadic firing from snipers.

When they arrived in Uvira Square, Mr. Senn and his colleagues 
from the K atanga Red Cross found the Europeans in a state  of 
great anxiety. They were much comforted by seeing the Red Cross 
vehicles. Meanwhile, their need necessitated the organisation during 
the same afternoon of a second convoy which brought them  the 
medicaments which they so urgently required.

The death of Mr. Georges Olivet.—The above example shows 
the conditions in which the representatives of the ICRC worked 
and the risks to which they were exposed. I t  was whilst carrying
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out an action of th a t sort by going personally to  the aid of the 
direct victims of the struggle, in an ambulance with Red Cross 
markings, th a t Georges Olivet m et his death.

On previous days he had acted exactly in keeping with the rôle 
of the Red Cross, which is to  m itigate suffering brought on by 
war. He himself picked up victims lying in the streets, ensured 
the hospitalisation of the wounded, organised the evacuation of 
civilians and negotiated truces to  enable the Red Cross to  fulfil 
its task  of relief. Georges Olivet no doubt knew to what dangers 
he was exposing himself by thus intervening in the battle of 
Elisabethville. I t  was this which m arked his end with real heroism.

On December 13 in the last message he sent to Geneva, Georges 
Olivet stated th a t he had on several occasions presented himself 
to UNO headquarters in Elisabethville where the sentries refused 
to let him pass. His intention was to negotiate a truce for the 
evacuation of civilians in the battle  areas.

On December 14 rumours began circulating, according to 
which Mr. G. Olivet had disappeared. The ICRC immediately asked 
the United Nations to carry out searches. Still w ithout news on 
the next day it instructed its delegate in Leopoldville (Mr. J . de 
Preux) to proceed at once to K atanga to take part in the investi
gations.

On the following days, it was confirmed th a t Mr. Olivet had 
been seen on the 13th for the last time. Accompanied by Mrs. Nicole 
Vroonen and Mr. Styts Smeding, both voluntary workers of the 
K atanga Red Cross, he had taken his place in an ambulance with 
the intention of going to the headquarters of the United Nations.

On December 23 a telegram arrived from Elisabethville which 
included the following information :

“ Bodies Olivet and Madame Vroonen of Belgian nationality 
and Smeding of Dutch nationality found this morning. Bodies 
were found buried about 20 yards from the ambulance. Ambulance 
had been hit by machine-gun and bazooka fire . . .”

The International Committee learned this news with the 
deepest affliction.

On December 24, 1961, it issued a press release which read 
m ainly as follows :
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The International Committee of the Red Cross in  Geneva has 
received from its delegation in  the Congo confirmation of the death of 
its representative, Georges Olivet, mortally struck, with two members of 
the Katanga Red Cross, whilst carrying aid to the victims of the 
fighting at Elisabethville.

The ICRC wishes to pay public tribute to this faithful servant of 
the Red Cross, who did not cease, since the beginning of the hostilities 
in  the Congo, from risking himself with exemplary courage in  order 
to mitigate suffering and save many human lives ; for his devotion to 
the Red Cross ideal he paid with his life.

Mr. Boissier, President of the ICRC, then made a declaration 
to the press and radio as follows:

One recalls the famous statement ‘ I  only believe in  causes for 
which men get themselves killed ’. For the Red Cross, or rather for 
those whom it aids, people are giving their lives, and the International 
Committee of the Red Cross now numbers one more martyr.

For eighteen months the delegates of the ICRC have travelled 
throughout the Congo by car, on dangerous roads at the mercy of 
ambushes, in  planes which landed somehow or other on airstrips which 
were often blocked. Everywhere, they have tried to release prisoners, 
exchange hostages and protect populations threatened by massacre and 
famine. Only recently, Georges Olivet was sparing no effort, with a 
love, a faith and a courage which everybody, white and black, admired, 
because this man was destined to accomplish such a mission.

Speaking several native languages, which he had learned whilst in  
business, he knew how to approach the local inhabitants, to speak to 
them, to understand them and, above all, to make himself loved.

He was confided in  and his help was sought. For him, only one 
thing mattered, to devote himself entirely to a cause to which he had 
dedicated his life.

Thus in  Elisabethville, in  the middle of the fighting, he made 
several attempts to cross the enemy lines to save the victims of heavy 
firing. He did not succeed. He tried once more and that was the end. 
The end of an earthly existence but the beginning of greater things, to 
be followed as an example.

This sad event was keenly felt throughout the world and 
especially by the Red Cross Societies. Many countries sent messages
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of condolence to  the ICRC. The world press gave wide prominence 
to the Elisabethville tragedy and published tributes to those who 
had died for the Red Cross.

Meanwhile, Mr. F. Siordet, Vice-President of the ICRC, went 
to Elisabethville to ensure th a t an official and thorough enquiry 
was made into those three deaths. A particularly serious blow had 
in fact been struck against the protective emblem of the Red Cross, 
recognised by the Geneva Conventions, since an ambulance which 
was displaying it had been attacked, its occupants being killed. 
As a result of the observations made by Mr. F. Siordet on the spot, 
the ICRC proposed to the United Nations th a t an independent 
commission be formed for the purpose of enquiring into the cir
cumstances of the case.

The respect for humanitarian rules.—Since the beginning of the 
events in the Congo, the International Committee has neglected 
no opportunity to have Red Cross ideals and hum anitarian rules 
better respected. Thus when hostilities again broke out on the 
K atanga border, the delegates of the ICRC made special repre
sentations with the K atanga authorities, as well as with the central 
government of Leopoldville, to ensure the application by troops 
of the essential provisions of the Geneva Conventions. Furthermore, 
when it was heard th a t fresh acts of particularly revolting barbarity 
had been perpetrated in the Congo, the ICRC considered it advisable 
to  define the limits of its activity in similar circumstances and 
issued the following communiqué stating in particular :

“ The International Committee has constantly reminded the 
Congolese authorities de jure or de facto of the minimum require
ments proceeding from the application of the Geneva Conventions 
and it has frequently intervened, and often with success, in saving 
numerous fives. However, in areas given over to disorder, it is not 
possible for it to  accomplish its mission with complete effectiveness. 
The prevention of outrages against hum an dignity and life is the 
sole responsibility of the civil or m ilitary authorities, whose task 
it is to assure public order and to  see th a t national and inter
national laws are observed.”

The President of the ICRC also sent a telegram to Mr. Kasavubu, 
President of the Republic of the Congo, in which he expressed his

14



deep concern to him as a result of the atrocities which had been 
reported in various regions of the country, and reminded him that 
his government, having acceded to the Geneva Conventions, had 
undertaken to have their provisions respected. The President of 
the ICRC addressed a solemn appeal to the head of the Congolese 
State, requesting him to take all measures to  avoid the repetition 
of such acts contrary to  recognised hum anitarian law.

Finally, in December, the President of the ICRC sent a telegram 
to the Acting Secretary-General of the United Nations insisting 
on the urgent necessity of evacuating the wounded, the sick and 
elements of the civilian population from m ilitary operational 
sectors in various areas of Elisabethville and K atanga, and requested 
UNO representatives to  help the delegates of the ICRC to fulfil 
their strictly hum anitarian mission.

In  his reply to Mr. Boissier, U Thant declared : “ I would 
like to take this opportunity of assuring you th a t UNOC troops will 
continue to do everything in their power to protect the lives and 
property of the civilian population and th a t UNO Command will 
co-operate with your representatives in K atanga in every possible 
way for the accomplishment of their hum anitarian mission.”

Application of the Geneva Conventions.—The ICRC took a 
number of steps to ensure th a t the forces opposing each other in 
the Congo respected the Geneva Conventions. Reports of these 
can be found on p. 47.

Search for missing persons.—The ICRC continued this im portant 
activity throughout 1961 in connection with the events in the 
Congo. A description of this is given in the Central Tracing Agency’s 
report on pp. 36-37.

^ __
Federation of Rhodesia and Nyasaland

The delegate of the ICRC in the Federation of Rhodesia and 
Nyasaland, Mr. G. C. Senn, has continued his activity on behalf 
of persons arrested during the disturbances which had broken out 
in previous years.

In January  he visited three penal establishments in Southern 
Rhodesia: the re-educational centres of Salisbury, Hwa-Hwa and
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Enslinsdeel. In  May and June he visited the prisons of Lusaka, 
Bwana Mkubwa, Livingstone, Broken Hill and Katom bora in 
Northern Rhodesia and those of Domasi, Chilva and Zomba in 
Nyasaland, making a to ta l of 11 visits which were followed up by 
frequent representations to the detaining Authorities.

Angola

Disturbances having broken out in Angola, the ICRC approached 
the authorities and the Portuguese Red Cross with a view, as is 
custom ary in similar situations, to bring its aid to the victims of 
the conflict, especially to persons deprived of their liberty.

Furthermore, an ICRC delegate, Mr. P. Gaillard, went to 
Lisbon on May 10 where he had several talks on the subject with 
the President of the Portuguese Red Cross, Professor Leonardo de 
Castro Freire. These talks were continued in Geneva from Ju ly  15 
to  17 when the la tte r visited the ICRC, together with Colonel 
José Victor Mateus Cabral, Secretary-General of the Portuguese 
Red Cross.

At the end of August, the Portuguese Government informed the 
ICRC th a t the authorities and the Portuguese Red Cross had been 
able, by their own resources, to assist the Angolan refugees victims 
of the disturbances, and th a t it did not see the necessity of accepting 
the ICRC’s offers of service on behalf of the prisoners.

South Africa

Mr. H. P. Junod, perm anent ICRC delegate in South Africa, 
returned to Switzerland at the beginning of May.

Owing to  his thorough knowledge of the country and of its 
inhabitants and to his tireless devotion, Mr. Junod has rendered 
priceless service to the ICRC for the past 20 years.

Algeria

The prolongation of the Algerian conflict in 1961 and the ever- 
increasing number of victims resulted in an appreciable addition 
to the ICRC’s tasks in Algeria, as well as in France.

As regards aid to detained persons, the ICRC extended its 
interventions to prisoners and internees of other tendencies, tha t
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is to say, chiefly to activists of European origin. On the other hand, 
in view of the considerable magnitude of their needs it had to 
develop its relief action to the regrouped population.

1. Aid to detainees in French hands

a) in  Algeria.—After having been postponed for several months 
a t the request of the French authorities, the 8th mission of the 
ICRC, consisting of Mr. P. Gaillard, Mr. R. Vust and Dr. J . de 
Chastonay, went to Algeria from January  25 to February 23. I t 
covered the whole country and made 61 visits to Algerian nationalist 
internees and prisoners, distributed in the following : 36 transit 
and screening centres, 5 m ilitary internm ent centres (reserved for 
fighting men captured with their arms), 6 assembly centres (re
served for administrative internees), 8 prisons and 5 hospitals.

The report relative to this mission was handed to the French 
Government on March 7. Furthermore, Mr. Gaillard made his chief 
observations and suggestions verbally to Mr. Jean Morin, delegate- 
general of the Government, to General Gambiez, then Commander- 
in-Chief of the French Forces in Algeria, as well as to Mr. Louis 
Joxe, Minister of State in charge of Algerian Affairs, who received 
him in Paris on March 6.

In  addition to  taking numerous steps concerning individual 
cases, Mr. Vust, the permanent delegate in Algeria, also visited 
12 places of detention in July, of which 5 contained “ activist ” 
prisoners and internees of European origin.

Finally, from November 24 to December 16, the ninth ICRC 
mission consisting of the same delegates as on the previous one, 
visited 51 places of detention, including hospitals. In  16 of these 
camps and prisons the detainees were activists of European stock.

On December 15, the head of the delegation subm itted a first 
report of the mission to Mr. Jean Morin, Delegate-General, as well 
as to General Ailleret, Commander-in-Chief of the French Forces. 
The official report was handed to the French Government a t the 
beginning of January, 1962.

During these two missions various relief, to  a value of 
Sw.Frs. 23,000 was distributed among the detainees.
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b) in  France.—The ICRC continued actively to  intervene in 
1961 on behalf of prisoners and internees.

After the death, much lam ented by the ICRC, of Mr. William 
Michel, delegate in Paris, Mr. Pierre Boissier became head of the 
delegation a t the end of January  and in particular made numerous 
representations relative to the fate of the detainees.

Together with other delegates who had come from Geneva, 
he made two series of visits to places of detention in France.

During the course of the first of these, from March to July, 
the delegates went to 20 establishments, namely to the prisons, 
1 penal centre, 1 “ centre d’identification judiciaire ” and 4 centres 
of assigned residence for adm inistrative internees. Of these last- 
named establishments, 3 were occupied by interned Algerian 
nationalists and 1 by activists of European stock. This mission 
was made the subject of an official report subm itted on June 21 
to the French Government. On th a t occasion Mr. P. Gaillard and 
Mr. P. Boissier were received in Paris by several representatives 
of the Ministries of Foreign Affairs, of the Interior and of Justice, 
w ith whom they examined various questions concerning detention 
conditions.

The second series of visits took place between November 5 
and 20, during the hunger strike observed by Algerian detainees in 
most of the prisons in France. The delegates visited 7 penal es
tablishments, 5 prisons, the “ centre d’identification judiciaire ” a t 
Vincennes and the hospital a t Garches in which the three ministers 
of the GPRA, Mr. Ben Bella, Mr. Air Ahmed and Mr. Khider were 
then interned.

At the end of this mission, the ICRC subm itted a certain 
num ber of suggestions to the French Government aimed at im
proving conditions imposed on persons accused or convicted of 
offences against the security of the State. I t  proposed extending 
these conditions uniformly to all penal establishments in France 
and Algeria. Taking these proposals into account the authorities 
drew up a new, more liberal, sta tu te  for this category of detainee.

The ICRC communicated these new provisions to the repre
sentatives of the Algerian detainees, who then decided to end their 
hunger-strike.
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Thanks to gifts from various sources, the ICRC was able, on 
several occasions, to send relief supplies to  the prisoners and 
internees. Thus in January  it had distributed books of study 
(handbooks of gram m ar in French and Arabic, of geography, 
history and science) to a value of about Sw.Frs. 6,500, in several 
prisons in which the detainees had organised school courses. In  
March the ICRC sent underclothing of a value of approximately 
Sw.Frs. 30,000 to the centres of assigned residence.

I t  also distributed an amount exceeding Sw.Frs. 30,000 bet
ween a certain num ber of penal establishments to buttress welfare 
funds created by the detainees to  help those amongst themselves 
who were in greater need.

A id  to the regrouped population.—In  view of the increasing 
number of the necessitous and of the considerable extent of want 
among the population massed in some 2,000 regroupment centres 
in Algeria, the ICRC developed the action undertaken for more 
than five years on behalf of this category of civilian victims of the 
conflict. One of its delegates went to  Algeria in June and July  
in order to examine with the representative of the general dele
gation of the French Red Cross, ways of increasing this aid, es
pecially on behalf of women and children who form the greater 
part of these populations.

In  1961 the relief sent by the ICRC to Algeria reached a total 
amount of about Sw.Frs. 850,000.

I t  consisted chiefly of :

70 tons of powdered milk (from surplus dairy stocks placed at the 
ICRC’s disposal by the Swiss Confederation)

30 tons of sugar
15 tons of soap 
1 ton of cocoa powder

2.000 flasks of multi-vitamin
350.000 pills of cod-liver oil
10.000 flasks and tubes of ophthalmic drops and ointment
1.000 blankets
10.000 new sets of clothing for children
one large lot of used clothing
one lot of cloth for making up women’s dresses.
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These gifts from various sources were distributed by the mobile 
teams and the local Committees of the French Red Cross, in co
operation with the perm anent ICRC delegate, Mr. R. Vust.

2. Aid to French prisoners in the hands of the National Army of
Liberation (ALN)

In  spite of the lack of success of its previous interventions 1, 
the ICRC in 1961 ceaselessly continued making representations to 
the Provisional Government of the Algerian Republic, in order to 
obtain the names and news of French m ilitary and civilians captured 
by the ALN in Algeria. Thus a t the beginning of March a delegate, 
Mr. P. Gaillard, went to Tunis in order to examine the position 
with the GPRA created by the la tte r’s decision to accede to the 
Geneva Conventions. The ICRC furthermore made numerous 
contacts on this subject with the representative of the “ Algerian 
Red Crescent ” in Geneva.

In  November its requests having remained unanswered, it 
decided to send a further special mission to Tunis. Consisting of 
Miss M. van Berchem, a member of the Committee, and of Mr. P. 
Gaillard, this was received on November 22 by Mr. Ben Youssef Ben 
Khedda, President of the GPRA and Mr. Krim Belkacem, Vice- 
President, who promised to communicate the names of five French 
prisoners to the ICRC representatives. On December 30, the GPRA 
informed the ICRC th a t it was prepared to release two French 
m ilitary : Yves Lepreux and Guy H urtaud. Mr. P. Gaillard then 
immediately proceeded to Tunis. He took charge of the two men 
and took them  to the French Consulate, which prom ptly had them 
repatriated.

On th a t occasion, the delegate also requested Mr. Ben Bahmed, 
President of the “ Algerian Red Crescent ” , to give them authori
sation to  write to  their families, in accordance with the pro
visions of the Third Geneva Convention, unfortunately without 
any result.

1 See A nnual Report  1959, pp. 10-12, and 1960, pp. 17-18.
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THE BIZERTA CONFLICT

During the armed conflict which broke out in Ju ly  1961 in 
Bizerta, the ICRC undertook the tasks of assistance which it has 
to perform in such situations. Imm ediately after the first fighting 
it sent, as a m atter of urgency to the Tunisian Red Crescent, 
200 flasks of blood plasma and 200 flasks of albumin for the wounded 
transported to the hospitals in the area. A delegate from Geneva 
(Mr. M. Rouge) escorted these relief supplies.

Two days later in reply to  an appeal from the Tunisian Red 
Crescent, another delegate (Mr. J . Muralti, who was succeeded by 
Mr. M. Martin) went to  Tunis, in order to  carry out the mission 
of neutral intermediary assigned to  the ICRC by the Geneva 
Conventions and to ensure the protection of essential hum anitarian 
interests : cease-fire enabling the evacuation of the wounded and 
the burial of the dead, respect for the emblem of the Red Cross 
and the Red Crescent, free passage for ambulances, visits to 
prisoners, etc. These tasks, which naturally  involved a great 
number of interventions with both sides and constant coming and 
going across the opposing lines, were carried out in close co-operation 
with the Tunisian Red Crescent.

From Ju ly  23 to September 10, the ICRC delegate made 
seventeen visits to Tunisian prisoners held in the five camps set up 
in Bizerta. At the end of August, the ICRC sent 20,000 packets 
of cigarettes to the Tunisian Red Crescent for the prisoners.

On the other hand, the Tunisian authorities having arrested a 
certain num ber of French nationals resident in Tunisia, the ICRC 
delegate also intervened on their behalf. He obtained authorisation 
to visit the m ilitary camp of Sousse, in which the m ajority had 
been interned with a group of French m ilitary captured at Bizerta. 
The delegate went there three times and, in addition, made two 
visits to some internees undergoing treatm ent a t the regional 
hospital of Sousse.

Finally, Mr. M. Martin was authorised to visit, a t the civilian 
prison of Tunis, one French m ilitary arrested before the events of 
Bizerta.

On September 10, following on an agreement between the 
governments concerned, the Tunisian prisoners and the French
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interned of Sousse were exchanged a t Bizerta under the auspices 
of the ICRC and handed over to their respective authorities. 
In  this capacity as neutral intermediary, the ICRC delegate con
tributed, in co-operation with the Tunisian Red Crescent, to 
prepare this exchange. This took place a t Menzel-Djemil in no
m an’s land between the two opposing m ilitary barriers, in the 
presence of the representatives of the Tunisian Red Crescent and 
the French Red Cross. The prisoners, 778 Tunisians and 217 French, 
passed in front of two control commissions charged with establishing 
their identity.

The released French internees were then taken care of by the 
welfare services of the French armed forces in Bizerta and, shortly 
afterwards, repatriated to  France.

NEAR AND MIDDLE EAST 

United Arab Republic

Continuing its assistance to stateless persons in Egypt wishing 
to emigrate, the ICRC delegation in Cairo, directed by Mr. Edmond 
Muller, again came to  the aid of nearly 1,500 persons in 1961. 
On June 23 this action reaching its end, Mr. E. Jaquet, Deputy 
Head of the Central Tracing Agency, was sent from Geneva to 
Cairo for a period of four months to organise this final phase.

On December 31 the delegation closed down.
This action, which had been started  just after the Suez conflict, 

was undertaken with the co-operation of several organisations 
specialising in assisting emigrants. I t  enabled nearly 14,000 stateless 
persons, Jews for the most part, to leave Egypt for various countries 
of asylum under satisfactory conditions.

Israel

In  January  1961, Dr. H. Bernath, honorary ICRC delegate, 
visited two Arab nationals detained in the prisons of Tel Mond 
and Ramleh.
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FAR EAST AND SOUTH EAST ASIA
Japan

The repatriation of Koreans residing in Japan, which began in 
December 1959 1, continued in 1961. The Japanese Red Cross and 
the Red Cross of the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea 
extended the agreement signed in Calcutta in 1959 which fixed 
the departure methods for Koreans wishing to leave for North 
Korea, and the ICRC delegates, therefore, continued to lend their 
assistance a t registration and em barkation operations.

The delegates continued to go to the Japanese Prefectures to 
examine with the officials concerned, questions raised by the 
registration of departure requests. These visits enabled many 
cases to be clarified, principally, those concerning unaccompanied 
children, under 16 years of age, for whom papers certifying the 
parents' or guardians’ consent m ust be produced before embarka
tion.

As in 1959 and 1960, ICRC delegates were also present at 
departure of repatriation candidates.

Although the two National Red Cross Societies of Japan  and 
North Korea had agreed, on November 24, 1960, to accelerate the 
rate of departures by raising from 1,000 to 1,200 the num ber of 
places available each week on the vessels making the crossing from 
the Japanese port of Niigata to the North Korean port of Chong-Jin, 
the to tal of weekly departures continued to decrease during the 
year.

In  fact, following an interruption of more than  two months, 
requested by the North Korean Red Cross as a result of the serious 
influenza epidemic in Japan  at the beginning of the year, the number 
of departures, which varied between 1,000 and 1,100 per week, in 
June, dropped to about 500 at the beginning of October. A further 
suspension of operations occurred, also at the request of North 
Korea, from September 11 to October 2, to enable the vessels to be 
repaired. The 85th convoy, and the last of the year, left on De
cember 16 with 124 people aboard, bringing the to tal number of 
repatriations from Japan  to North Korea since December 1959 
to nearly 75,000. There were therefore about 23,000 departures in

1 See A nnual Report 1959, pp. 16-22, and 1960, pp. 20-21.
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1961 as against 52,000 from December 1959 to December 1950. 
The large m ajority of those who left were of Korean nationality, 
bu t there were also some Japanese and Chinese nationals amongst 
them.

Laos

Throughout 1961, the ICRC had m any im portant tasks to fulfil 
in Laos, where the situation, from the hum anitarian point of view, 
continued to  cause concern. The International Committee inter
vened on numerous occasions, in the two principal zones of the 
country, on behalf of m ilitary prisoners and other persons deprived 
of their freedom as a result of events. I t  also organised distributions 
of relief supplies in an endeavour to help the population affected 
by hostilities, in particular the refugees who had fled from danger 
areas.

Mr. A. Durand, the delegate general for Asia, carried out the 
greatest number of visits to detainees. In  March, he was authorised 
by the Vientiane Government to enter four camps where 500 people 
were interned. He was able to talk  freely with these internees and 
distributed relief to  them. In accordance with usual custom, the 
report drawn up following these visits was handed over to the 
detaining authorities. I t  contained various proposals designed to 
improve detention conditions. At the end of the year. Dr. Baer, 
ICRC doctor delegate, was able to make further visits to some of 
the prisoners, in particular a t Savannakhet.

Mr. A. Durand made similar visits to prisoners in the northern 
zone of Laos. He also visited four Americans detained by the 
Xieng Khouang Government. He talked with them in the presence 
of representatives of the Laotian authorities and arranged for 
parcels to be sent to them.

The ICRC’s efforts on behalf of the population which had 
suffered as a result of hostilities continued with its relief action 
begun in December 1960 with the support of certain National Red 
Cross Societies.1 The ICRC delegate co-operated closely with the 
Laotian Red Cross in making large scale distributions of foodstuffs, 
clothing and necessities.

1 See A nnual Report 1960, pp. 22 to  23.
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During the summer, the Vientiane Government appealed to the 
ICRC on behalf of fresh groups of civilians who had left the trouble 
spots for the banks of the Mekong. Amongst these refugees, there 
were 6,000 members of the Meo tribes whom the authorities lodged 
in camps.

Mr. A. Durand went to the area to evaluate the needs and to 
study with the Laotian Red Cross the best means of meeting them. 
On August 4, he returned to Geneva to report to the ICRC. His 
report also included an evaluation, made during a recent visit to 
Xieng Khouang, of the position of the population in the northern 
zone of the country.

After hearing his report, the ICRC decided to withdraw funds 
from its relief fund to provide for relief supplies for the population 
hit by events in northern and southern Laos. Since the needs 
were so great, it also sent, on August 11, a memorandum to a 
certain number of National Societies, asking them  to contribute 
to its relief action.

Favourable replies were soon received from the Red Cross 
Societies of eleven countries (United States, Norway, Australia, 
Great Britain, Switzerland, Canada, Thailand, Netherlands, India, 
France, Poland) offering contributions in kind valued at about
150,000 francs. To this was added a gift of 30,000 francs from the 
Swiss Government.

But the needs of the refugees and other victims of the events in 
Laos were such that, on December 18, the ICRC sent a further 
memorandum to various National Societies, explaining the resources 
which it m ust have to carry out the work which it had undertaken. 
This second appeal was followed by further generous contributions.

Meanwhile, in Laos itself, the ICRC delegates (Mr. A. Durand 
assisted by Mr. J . J. Muralti, and later by Dr. J . Baer) were carrying 
out the practical work in close co-operation with the Laotian Red 
Cross. They organised emergency relief distributions in several 
refugee camps, notably a t Vientiane, Luang Prabang, Savannakhet, 
Thakhek and Pakse, and they handed over medical supplies, in 
particular to the Mahosot hospital in Vientiane, where m ilitary 
patients on both sides were being nursed.

In  mid-October, Mr. A. Durand returned to the northern zone 
of Laos, where together with Prince Souvanna Phoum a’s Govern-
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ment and Dr. Thao Phao, Vice-President of the Laotian Red Cross 
and Doctor in charge of the Xieng Khouang hospital, he studied 
different hum anitarian questions, particularly the position of the 
population hit by events and of missing and detained persons in this 
region. During this time, Dr. Baer, the doctor delegate, continued 
distributions in the southern zone. He went to Sara vane, where he 
handed over supplies to the local hospital comprising blood plasma, 
a gift from the Netherlands Red Cross, and various presents for the 
sick and wounded. In  neighbouring regions, he distributed relief 
supplies to refugees including members of the Kha tribes belonging 
to an Indochinese colony.

During the last weeks of the year, the doctor delegate undertook 
an extensive tour of the provinces affected by the recent events. 
He passed through Savannakhet, Muong May (province of Attopeu), 
Pakse, Saravane and Luang Prabang. Dr. Baer arrived in the 
Laos capital with more than  two tons of relief supplies, and whilst 
there he was accompanied by Mrs. Nouphath Chounramany, 
President of the Women’s Committee of the National Red Cross. 
At each of the other stages of his trip, he handed over foodstuffs 
and clothing for refugees, as well as medical supplies to the hospitals, 
which were intended especially for m ilitary patients. This work 
was everywhere given the most active support by the Laotian Red 
Cross and its local sections.

Indonesia

The ICRC, in close co-operation with the Indonesian Red Cross, 
took part in the organisation of a hum anitarian aid programme for 
Netherlands nationals living in Indonesia. This consisted of trans
ferring pensions and allowances to them  paid by the Netherlands 
Government. Previously, these payments had been ensured by 
Great Britain, which represented Netherlands interests in Indonesia. 
B ut these were interrupted in March, when the Protecting Power 
had to cease exercising its functions. The Indonesian Government 
then gave the National Red Cross Society the task of solving the 
hum anitarian problems raised by this situation.

I t  was to facilitate the execution of this du ty  th a t the Indonesian 
Red Cross entered into co-operation with the ICRC. The latter
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sent a delegate to D jakarta  and also ensured liaison with the 
Netherlands authorities.

As a result of this co-operation, the Netherlands pensioners 
were once again able to receive the payments which frequently 
constituted the greatest part of their means of subsistence. In  
addition, it was decided th a t the Indonesian Red Cross would offer 
its assistance, as it had done in 1958, to Netherlands nationals 
wishing to leave Indonesia for the Netherlands.

Nepal

Thanks to contributions, particularly from certain National 
Red Cross Societies, the ICRC, from the beginning of 1961, was 
able to develop the relief action undertaken in 1960 on behalf 
of the Tibetan refugees in Nepal.1 Acting at the request of the 
Government in K atm andu, it opened a delegation in the Nepalese 
capital and began by establishing the number of refugees in the 
different parts of the kingdom and their needs. The information 
thus obtained showed th a t medical aid was the most urgent re
quirement.

The delegation, which was led by Mr. Toni Hagen, a Swiss 
geologist with a profound knowledge of the country, opened 
seven dispensaries one after the other, in different regions of 
Nepal. During the course of the year, five doctors and three nurses 
looked after nearly 20,000 people, including a certain num ber of 
Nepalese. In  other valleys more difficult to reach, the ICRC para
chuted medical supplies, in particular 2,000 doses of vaccine, which 
enabled a smallpox epidemic to be checked.

The ICRC also carried out large-scale distributions of foodstuffs 
and clothing. But it made particular efforts to give refugees the 
means of building a new existence for themselves, independent of 
international aid. I t  therefore opened an artisan training centre a t 
K atm andu, and in Dhor Patan, a high valley where the Nepalese 
Government placed land a t its disposal, it is helping some hundreds 
of refugees to form a new community capable of meeting its own 
needs by means of agriculture and cattle-breeding.

1 See A nnual Report 1960, pp. 23 to  24.
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The Indo-Portuguese conflict

Hostilities broke out between India and Portugal on December 
18, and the ICRC immediately endeavoured to help the victims of 
the conflict, in conformity with the Geneva Conventions. On 
December 24, one of its representatives, Mr. C. Pilloud, D eputy 
Director for General Affairs, went to Goa, accompanied by Major- 
General Lakshmanan, Secretary-General of the Indian Red Cross. 
There, he met General Candeth, Commanding Officer of the Indian 
troops, who authorised him to visit the prison camps a t will and 
give the prisoners any hum anitarian assistance they might require.

At Panjim , Murmagao and Margao, the ICRC delegate visited 
three camps for Portuguese m ilitary prisoners and civilian internees 
to whom the local Red Cross section distributed Christmas parcels. 
He also visited the wounded in the hospitals and prevailed upon 
the Indian authorities to send the official lists of prisoners and 
internees to the Central Tracing Agency at ICRC headquarters in 
Geneva. A t the same time the ICRC asked Lisbon for permission 
to visit Indian nationals interned in Portugal and its overseas 
territories. By January, this request had already achieved positive 
results.

Compensation to ex-prisoners of war

In  1961, the ICRC all bu t completed the im portant and delicate 
post-war task assigned to it some years ago : compensation to 
ex-prisoners of war in Japanese hands.

Article 16 of the Peace Treaty with Japan, signed in San 
Francisco, laid down that a sum of money withdrawn from Japanese 
funds, blocked abroad during the war, should be distributed to 
these former prisoners, to compensate them  for the hardships 
endured during their captivity. This sum amounted to about 
65 million Swiss francs and the signatories to the Treaty asked the 
ICRC to organise distribution to the beneficiaries.

The ICRC, therefore, asked all the countries concerned to 
draw up complete lists of beneficiaries. By 1956, the ICRC had 
received all these lists with the exception of th a t of the Philippines, 
where, as a result of the destruction of the archives during the war, 
it had not been possible to collect the information concerning
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former prisoners. Nevertheless, the beneficiary Powers decided 
th a t the ICRC would make a preliminary distribution in the other 
countries to avoid the beneficiaries having to wait too long. 
I t  was agreed to set aside a lump sum for the Philippines, corres
ponding to the maximum estimate of the num ber of prisoners 
from this country, namely 60,000 shares, and the first distribution 
took place in 1957, with the exception of the Philippines.

To settle the latter case, the Philippine Red Cross made a series 
of public appeals, asking former prisoners of war to come forward. 
A list of 44,000 names was then drawn up enabling the ICRC to 
pay the Philippine Red Cross the equivalent of 13 million Swiss 
francs in August 1960.

The first distribution of Japanese funds had therefore finished, 
bu t since there were only 44,000 Philippine beneficiaries instead 
of the maximum 60,000 for which funds had been set aside, there 
remained a balance of 16,000 shares, to  which had to  be added the 
interest accumulated before the first distributions. For this reason, 
it was decided to carry out a second distribution to the same 
beneficiaries. This began in January  1961 and had not finished by 
the end of the year.

The to tal number of beneficiaries will have been about 200,000. 
At the first distribution each one received a sum representing the 
equivalent of 300 Swiss francs. Distribution to  so great a number 
of people of the balance of the Japanese funds alloted to former 
Philippine prisoners would have m eant th a t they only received 
very small amounts, and it was for this reason th a t the repre
sentatives of the Powers concerned decided tha t, as a general 
rule, this balance would not be used for individual distributions, 
but would be placed at the disposal of needy ex-prisoners or used 
for other purposes of social assistance.

AMERICA 
Cuba

The ICRC renewed its attem pts to send a delegate to Cuba 
charged with visiting persons detained as a result of the events. 
Unfortunately, in spite of numerous requests for intervention
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received from various quarters, all the representations which it 
made to the H avana authorities as well as to the Cuban Red Cross, 
have so far had no result. In other fields, however, it was able to 
co-operate usefully with th a t country’s National Society.

*  *
*

In  order to draw the bonds closer with the American continent, 
the ICRC charged one of its representatives with a mission to the 
Central American countries. This delegate, Mr. P. Jequier, succes
sively visited Venezuela, Ecuador, Colombia, the Dominican 
Republic, Haiti, Costa Rica, Nicaragua, Guatemala and Mexico. 
In  each of these countries he had useful talks with the directors of 
the National Red Cross Societies, who welcomed him warmly, and 
also met members of some governments.

EUROPE

Compensation for victims of pseudo-medical experiments

At the end of 1960, the ICRC accepted to act as intermediary 
to hand over financial assistance offered by the Bonn authorities 
to the victims of pseudo-medical experiments in German concentra
tion camps under the Nazi regime. Persons to whom this offer was 
made were the surviving victims resident in countries with which 
the German Federal Republic does not m aintain diplomatic rela
tions, namely Hungary and Poland in particular.

A mission of the International Committee, consisting of 
Dr. J. de Rougemont and Mr. J.-P . Maunoir, went to Poland in 
February in order to complete, in agreement with the Polish Red 
Cross, the files which had already been sent to the ICRC by the 
German Federal Republic, to examine the sick, study their clinical 
documents, and make contact with their general practitioners. A 
similar mission was carried out in Hungary in March by Dr. F. Ziist, 
Mr. E. Fischer and Mr. J.-P . Maunoir.
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The files were then handed to  a neutral commission consisting 
of three experts appointed by  the ICRC: Mr. Jean  Graven, Profes
sor a t the Faculty of Law, Vice-Rector of the University of Geneva, 
Judge of the Supreme Court of Appeal and former Clerk of the 
Federal Tribunal of Insurance at Lucerne, Dr. R. S. Mach, Profes
sor a t the Faculty of Medicine of Geneva, head of the University 
Clinic of Therapy of the Cantonal Hospital, and Dr. S. Mutrux, 
medical assistant director of the Bel-Air Psychiatric Clinic, Geneva. 
Dr. E. Loizeau, head of the clinic a t the Cantonal Hospital at 
Geneva was appointed as a deputy member.

The Commission held its first meeting from August 21 to 24 at 
the ICRC headquarters. Having had 73 Polish and 63 Hungarian 
cases referred to it, its first task was to pronounce on the merits of 
these claims. I t  had in particular to decide if the acts of which the 
victims complained corresponded to the definition of convictable 
medical experiments, as given on August 20, 1947, in its judgement 
by  the 1st American Military Tribunal a t Nüremberg in the 
“ doctors’ trial ” (re : Karl Brandt and associates). I t  then had to 
assess the correlation between the experiment and the victims’ 
present state of health. The Commission thus discarded one case, 
not being able to be convinced th a t the claimant had really been 
subjected to a pseudo-medical experiment.

In  so far as a sum of money of whatever size can ever be regarded 
as adequate compensation for such suffering, the Commission had 
also to decide upon the amount of allocations to be made according 
to the extent of the consequences observed.

In agreement with proposals made by  the ICRC’s doctor- 
delegate in Poland and Hungary, as well as by the doctor-delegates 
of the two National Red Cross Societies, the Commission was of 
the opinion that, quite apart from the consequences, the experi
ments alone entitled victims to a first basic allocation. This amount, 
the same for all beneficiaries, had therefore to  be allocated even if 
visible marks no longer showed, more than  20 years later, on the 
victims furnishing proof of acts against their health or physical 
integrity. If on the other hand the consequences of such acts were 
discovered by the doctor-reporters, the neutral Commission fixed 
a supplementary allocation, whose amount varied according to the 
gravity of the victim ’s state of health. I t  proceeded in a similar
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m anner when moral damage resulting from the experiment appeared 
to be particularly heavy and that, for example, it had perm anently 
affected the whole of the victim ’s life.

As a general rule, the Commission only took the victim ’s state 
of health a t the time of the most recent medical examinations into 
account. Only exceptionally did it consider, as an aggravating 
factor, the future development of the illness resulting from the 
pseudo-medical experiment.

On the other hand, it discarded acts which could not be 
adequately connected with a pseudo-medical experiment, even 
when torture or m altreatm ent unrelated to an experiment had also 
been inflicted in a concentration camp.

W hen the work of this first meeting was concluded, the ICRC 
informed the Government of the German Federal Republic of the 
decisions taken by the neutral Commission on behalf of the 135 vic
tims whose claims had been accepted. That government then placed 
a t the ICRC’s disposal the sums destined for these persons resident 
in Poland and Hungary. In  December they received the amounts 
which had been allocated to them.

Greece

At the end of the summer the ICRC sent a further mission to 
Greece to  visit places of detention and internm ent. I t  thus con
tinued the series of visits which had been made periodically since 
1947, a t the time when the Greek Government had authorised the 
ICRC to concern itself with the fate of persons deprived of their 
liberty following on the events of 1945 and 1946.

The ICRC representatives (Mr. G. Colladon, delegate, and 
Dr. R. Bergoz, doctor-delegate) thus visited the camp on the island 
of Aghios Efstratos where there were about 200 political exiles, 
to whom they handed relief consisting of clothing, food and medica
ments. W ith the doctor appointed by the Greek Red Cross to care 
for the exiles acting as guide, Dr. Bergoz was able to see the 
health conditions existing in the camp and examined several of 
the sick.

On the return of Dr. R. Bergoz to Geneva, Mr. G. Colladon 
visited seventeen penal establishments in which were detainees
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YUGOSLAVIA The artificial limb workshop in Sarajevo.

CONGO The tracing service 
in Leopoldville and 
its  Congolese 
assistant.



CONGO Foodstuffs and medical supplies for the hospital at Gemena being 
unloaded front a United N ations aircraft placed at the disposal of 
the IC R C  and accompanied by a delegate.

ALGERIA The screening and transit centre in  Barika.



sentenced to  terms of imprisonment, the exiles on Aghios Efstratos 
being held under adm inistrative decree. To detainees serving 
sentences the ICRC delegate also distributed relief supplied by 
certain National Red Cross Societies, by non-governmental organ
isations, as well as by the ICRC itself.

The mission lasted two months. I t  benefited from the full 
co-operation of the Greek Red Cross and of the local authorities, 
who facilitated the transport and storage of the relief supplies. 
These totalled an amount in excess of Sw. frs. 120,000.

Furthermore, Mr. G. Colladon, a t the request of the Red Cross 
of the Democratic Republic of Viet Nam, also intervened with the 
Greek authorities on behalf of Greek nationals a t present in North 
Viet Nam and who wished to be repatriated. This concerned former 
members of the Foreign Legion who had remained behind after 
the war of Indo-China.

VISITS TO POLITICAL DETAINEES

As stated  in our previous Reports and as in the case of Greece, 
certain governments authorise the ICRC to visit civilian prisoners 
in their places of detention. These authorisations enable the dele
gates of the ICRC to proceed to various establishments and to 
assess their detention conditions, even if this is not a question of 
visiting persons arrested during a civil war or particular disturb
ances, or even if complaints have not been made about conditions 
of detention. The authorities granting these facilities thus help 
the ICRC to obtain documentation in this particular field of 
international law.

The ICRC draws up reports on these visits and hands them 
only to the detaining authorities which thus receive im partial 
observations and information useful to their administration. When 
delegates are able to  make such visits, these are therefore not 
enquiries bu t rather neutral surveys destined for these governments.

German Federal Republic and West Berlin

In  1961 the ICRC delegate, Mr. H. G. Beckh, visited seven places 
of detention in the German Federal Republic where he was able
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to  study conditions in those prisons and to talk  without witnesses 
with th irty  detainees of his own choosing.

As in previous years the authorities granted the delegate every 
facility to carry out his mission. Senior officials of the Legal Division 
of the Federal Ministry and of the “ Lander ” as well as the Attorney- 
General of the Republic, accorded him useful interviews. They once 
again stated  how favourably they viewed such visits, which give 
them  im partial assessments of detention conditions, especially 
those applicable to persons accused or convicted of offences against 
the security of the State.

In  W est Berlin the delegate again visited two prisons where he 
spoke privately with nineteen persons in this category.

Mr. Beckh was also received by leading personalities of the Berlin 
Senate who set themselves out to facilitate his mission.

Yugoslavia

Thanks to the authorities’ support and understanding and also 
to  the co-operation of the Yugoslav Red Cross, the ICRC delegate 
was once more able to visit two places of detention (KPD) where 
he spoke w ithout witnesses to tw enty detainees of his own choosing.

The delegate also took this opportunity of noting the innova
tions brought about by the new law on the application of punish
ment. This new regulation for easing conditions in prisons as far 
as possible permits all detainees to have leave of absence which 
some can spend with their own families.

REUNITING OF FAMILIES

The action of reuniting families undertaken by the ICRC since 
the end of the last war was continued. I t  chiefly concerned families 
of German stock, “ Volksdeutsche ” , bu t also persons of other 
origins.

In  1961 more than  15,000 persons thus rejoined their relatives 
who, as a result of the war and of events in the post-war period, 
had installed themselves in other countries. A ttem pts were also 
made to facilitate the reuniting of families in countries which had
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been their own before the hostilities. The to tal num ber of persons 
who have thus been reunited now exceeds 400,000.

As in previous years, the ICRC has acted in co-operation with 
the National Red Cross Societies of the countries concerned. Often 
moreover these accomplish the greatest part of the work; the ICRC 
is then informed of the results and can restrict itself to intervening 
with the appropriate authorities to activate the reuniting of families 
still outstanding.

On the other hand, the ICRC is still dealing in some countries 
with individual cases of reuniting and itself initiates discussions 
with the Red Cross Societies of the country of departure.

CENTRAL TRACING AGENCY

Through its Central Tracing Agency (CTA), the ICRC maintains 
fruitful co-operation with the National Red Cross Societies, the 
official tracing Bureaux and various international institutions, 
which assist it in settling “ individual cases ” which are subm itted 
to  it daily.

During the course of 1961, the CTA dealt with 66,348 cases and 
opened 20,525 enquiries with all these different bodies. In  its 
various sections, the proportion of enquiries leading to positive 
results has increased unceasingly. Thus, in 1961, about one third 
of these enquiries led to positive results. This is most encouraging 
and demonstrates how the National Societies and other institutions 
co-operate ever more effectively with the ICRC in its work.

The CTA made alterations in 1961 in its organisation with the 
definite creation of grouped sections.

Grouped Sections A

(Western and Southern Europe, French-speaking countries of 
Africa and Latin America)

The number of enquiries addressed in 1961 to  these grouped 
sections was 7,938. About one third of these were connected with 
tracing military and civilians missing during the Second World War.

35



Italy. — The M inistry of Defence in Rome continues to call on 
the Agency’s services in order to  discover the fate of missing Italian 
m ilitary and to  attem pt to identify com batants killed or dead in 
captivity whom the information or registrar offices of the adverse 
Powers had registered incorrectly.

Other institutions in the country asked the CTA for its help. 
These were, in particular, the Italian Red Cross, the Interm inisterial 
Commission for establishing death certificates and the Italian 
Treasury. The la tter submits cases of former interned Italians 
wishing to  obtain medical documents relative to sickness which 
they  had suffered whilst in captivity. Very often the exact names of 
places in which they had been interned or hospitalised cannot be 
remembered. The Agency’s Italian card-index (capture cards, files 
made from messages transm itted during the war or based on 
enquiries subm itted a t the time by their families) is a precious 
source of information which directs the Treasury’s steps towards 
tracing the required medical documents in Germany.

France and Algeria.—The Ministry of W ar Veterans in Paris 
often approaches the CTA in order to discover the fate of French 
m ilitary and prisoners of war who did not return to their homes 
in 1945. Consultation of the Agency’s files sometimes enables the 
tracing of these missing persons.

As in previous years, the CTA’s French section on m any occa
sions asked the Tracing Bureau of the provisional Government of 
the Algerian Republic in Tunis for information concerning French 
m ilitary personnel believed to be in the hands of the FLN. The 
GPRA for its part frequently made enquiries of the CTA for news 
of members of the FLN interned in Algeria or in France. The 
Agency transm itted  these to the French Red Cross or the ICRC 
delegation in Paris in order to  obtain from the French authorities 
information relative to their detention.

Congo.—The situation in the former Belgian Congo obliged an 
im portant tracing activity  to be continued which the ICRC repre
sentatives had undertaken in various parts of the country. In  
September, a delegate, Mr. G. Olivet, went to the Orientale and 
Kivu Provinces together with a Congolese colleague to  make
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enquiries of missing persons. More than  one hundred cases needed 
clarification of which the ICRC delegation in Leopoldville had been 
made aware for some considerable time.

Mr. G. Olivet’s work was shown to be fruitful, especially in 
Orientale Province where out of 82 enquiries, 57 immediate positive 
results were obtained. In  Kivu, 8 out of 23 cases were cleared up, 
bu t conditions for intervening were less favourable in th a t province, 
not only because of the distances involved, which are always vast 
in the Congo, bu t also because of the general situation which con
tinued to be fairly disturbed in Kivu Province. I t  was furthermore 
less easy to find the necessary assistance on the spot. The work 
was continued, however, and is still continuing at the present 
moment throughout the whole of the Congo, thanks chiefly to  the 
co-operation of the territories’ adm inistrators to  whom Mr. G. 
Olivet had telegraphed enquiries.

Following on the events in K atanga, a fairly large number of 
persons who had lost some of their relatives addressed themselves 
to the Agency for the purpose of finding them. These enquiries of 
which there were more than  500, were transm itted  by the K atanga 
Red Cross whose co-operation was most effective since, by the end 
of the year, it was possible to  give positive replies in nearly 70% 
of cases.

Since the beginning of the troubles in the Congo in the summer 
of 1960, the number of enquiries opened by the Central Tracing 
Agency has reached the figure of 1,150. Most of the enquiries 
concerned Belgian nationals ; bu t settlers of other nationalities 
were also involved, as well as Congolese w ithout news of their 
relatives who were blocked in other regions of this enormous 
country. Finally, the events in K atanga and especially the setting 
up of a camp for Baluba refugees a t Elisabethville also entailed 
dealing with a fairly large num ber of enquiries to  which the delega
tion attem pted to reply, in liaison with the United Nations body 
responsible for the protection of the refugees in Elisabethville.

India and Portugal.—In December following on the events in 
Goa, the CTA received numerous enquiries from Portugal, mostly 
from the families of m ilitary personnel belonging to the garrisons 
of Goa, Diu and Damao.
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Postal communications having been fairly quickly restored 
between India and Portugal and the internees having been author
ised to correspond normally with their families, the Agency limited 
itself to  transm itting family messages of 25 words direct to those 
concerned. I t  opened some enquiries to find trace of missing Goanese 
civilians.

Spain and Latin America.—Several hundred enquiries reached 
the Spanish and Latin American section. Some of these still con
cerned Spaniards missing since the civil war of 1936-1939 or later 
after the Second World W ar, these persons having taken refuge 
in France, or else emigrated to Latin America or the USSR.

Grouped Sections B

(Central and South East Europe)

In  1961 these sections received more than  34,000 enquiries and 
despatched 31,000 written communications of all descriptions.

I t  was partly  a question of searching through card-indexes and 
files of the former Austrian, Czech, German, Hungarian, Rumanian 
and Yugoslav national sections concerning m ilitary and civilians 
missing during the course of the Second World War. The Agency’s 
specialists were often successful in finding in these archives, con
sisting of several million card-indexes, information clearing up the 
fate of persons missing for 15 or 20 years.

In  this difficult work the Agency was in constant touch with the 
archives of “ Deutsche Dienststelle West ” in Berlin to which it 
supplied a great deal of information concerning members of the 
armed forces who had fallen in the war. Thanks to the Agency’s 
card-indexes it  was sometimes possible to establish the death of a 
com batant and thus put an end, after so m any years, to the families’ 
uncertainty.

In  liaison with the German Red Cross, chiefly with the Tracing 
Service of Munich, most thorough investigation is made in the card- 
indexes to find a date of birth, a serial number or an address, which 
will complete the file of a missing person or enable further enquiries 
to be made.
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In  1945, German prisoners of war in France, having acquired 
the status of civilian workers, were thus incorporated in local 
agricultural and industrial manpower. If most of these have 
returned to their own country, others remained behind. A t the 
request of their families in Germany the Agency often makes 
contact with them  through the prefectures or municipalities and 
informs them  of the enquiry being made about them. I t  is then for 
them  to decide on the reply to be given.

Since the end of the war in 1945, the CTA has established 
thousands of “ attestations of captivity ” . In  1961 as m any as 
414 of these were established. Form er prisoners of war were 
thus able to obtain official assistance or a pension from their 
authorities.

These sections of the CTA also deal with the reuniting of 
fam ilies1 about which more than  12,000 communications were 
received in 1961. “ Volksdeutsche ” families of German stock, 
living in Czechoslovakia, Hungary, Rum ania and Yugoslavia are 
authorised to proceed to  Austria, Germany and several other 
countries under certain conditions. The CTA is in touch in this 
connection with the National Red Cross Societies of these countries 
to which are transm itted detailed explanations in each case.

Hungary.—The Hungarian section has continued to intervene 
with the Hungarian Red Cross on behalf of persons wishing to 
rejoin their relations in other countries. These representations were 
successful in the case of nineteen children and five adults.

In  liaison with the International Social Service, the Agency 
continues to attem pt to ensure th a t certain heads of families 
established in Europe or in countries overseas pay maintenance to 
their children who have remained in Hungary. Results were not 
very numerous. In fact since most of the countries in which these 
heads of families are living have not acceded to the 1956 In ter
national Convention of maintenance obligations, it is not possible 
to  resort to legal measures.

1 See p. 34: R euniting of families.
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Grouped Sections C

(East and North East Europe, North Asia)

The chief activity of this group of sections consists in tracing 
members of families dispersed by the Second World War. The 
Agency dealt with 22,000 cases of this kind. Most of these concerned 
Poland, the Baltic States and other regions of the USSR. More 
often than not it was a question of families of which the men had 
been incorporated in the belligerent armies and sent to  distant 
theatres of operations, or whose members had lost touch with each 
other during population transfers.

Fifteen years after the end of the war, enquiries of this type, 
which concerned the most difficult cases, necessitated long searches. 
B ut the successful results obtained have been all the more encou
raging.

When searches are successful the reuniting of members of one 
family has sometimes to be organised, and this is then done through 
the interm ediary of the National Red Cross Societies.

In  1961 the Alliance of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies 
of the USSR, as it had done in previous years, requested the 
Agency to trace m any Soviet subjects missing since the Second 
W orld War. The Agency then has recourse to the International 
Tracing Service a t Arolsen (Germany) which proceeds to a first 
checking in its card-indexes before searches are taken any further.

Grouped Sections D

(North West Europe, North America, English-speaking countries 
of Africa, Middle East, South and East Asia)

Several countries in this group only remotely concern the 
CTA. In Great Britain, the Commonwealth and in the United 
States, the official Bureaux have themselves published lists of 
missing of the Second World War.

In Laos, the CTA has communicated to the delegates of the 
ICRC in Vientiane, and to the Ministry of Public Health in Xieng 
Khouang, enquiries concerning American and Filipino members 
of the armed forces missing in th a t country in the summer and 
autum n of 1961.

40



In  the Middle East the CTA has attem pted to assist Arab and 
Israeli families to become reunited or to exchange news by means 
of family message forms. I t  received more than  2,000 enquiries for 
this area.

THE INTERNATIONAL TRACING SERVICE

The work of the International Tracing Service (ITS), in Arolsen 
(German Federal Republic) runs parallel to th a t of the Central 
Tracing Agency, bu t concerns former deportees and displaced and 
missing persons in Germany or in territories occupied during the 
war. The ICRC is responsible for the adm inistration of the ITS 
by  virtue of the agreement signed in Bonn on June 6, 1955, and 
renewed on May 12, 1960.

Contrary to expectations, the num ber of applications made to 
the ITS in 1961 increased. On an average there were more than
40,000 a month, with a to tal of 128,465 (114,900 in 1960). This 
increase was due principally to requests for certificates to obtain 
compensation (78,559 in 1961, 49,029 in 1960). The to tal also 
included 27,272 requests for individual enquiries, 8,700 requests 
for photostat copies, 13,752 requests for death certificates and 
182 requests for information of a historical or statistical nature.

The ITS issued 186,311 documents (271,887 in 1960), as follows : 
72,204 replies to  individual enquiries and requests for photostat 
copies and death certificates (93,987) ; 113,925 certificates to obtain 
compensation (177,900), and 182 reports of a historical or statistical 
nature.

More and more cases were dealt with relative to disability 
pensions and this is because the ITS possesses considerable docu
m entation on the disability insurance made obligatory for foreign 
workers in Germany during the war. I t  is therefore in a position 
to supply useful information to  the social insurance authorities 
settling these questions.

As in previous years, the archives of the ITS were enriched by 
numerous documents from various sources concerning deportees, 
refugees and displaced persons. For example, in 1961 particularly 
im portant documentation from the former “ International Refugee
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Organisation (IRO) ” was made available to the ITS by the United 
Nations Office of the High Commissioner for Refugees. The practical 
value of these documents has been shown to be considerable, but 
their filing has entailed long and patient work.

PREPARATION OF MEDICAL PERSONNEL 
AND HELP TO WAR DISABLED

W ith a view to possible conflicts, the ICRC m ust contribute 
“ to the preparation and development of medical personnel and 
medical equipment, in co-operation with the Red Cross organisa
tions, the Medical Services of the armed forces and other competent 
authorities ” , as stated  in the Statutes of the International Red 
Cross (art. VI, figure 5). This is the task  of the Medical Personnel 
Section.

Unfortunately, even in peace time, most countries suffer from a 
grave shortage of professional medical personnel. The ICRC en
courages the National Red Cross Societies to instruct voluntary 
medical personnel which, in the event of conflict, would become 
the auxiliary of the Medical Services of the armed forces.

To this effect, the ICRC remains in as close contact as possible 
with the National Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies by means 
of frequent visits and missions. In  1961, on the occasion of her 
journey to Australia, the Head of the Medical Personnel Section, 
Miss A. Pfirter, visited the National Societies or the civil Medical 
Services and the Medical Services of the armed forces of the fol
lowing countries : Lebanon, Jordan, Iraq, India, Nepal, Burma, 
Thailand, Malaya (Society not yet officially recognised), Australia, 
New Zealand, Laos, Pakistan.

The ICRC has also frequently sent National Societies documen
tation on the rights and duties which the Geneva Conventions 
confer on medical personnel in time of war.

In  view of the importance of maintaining contact between the 
ICRC and the nursing world, the Head of the Medical Personnel 
Section, participated in the 12th quadrennial Congress of the 
International Council of Nurses, in April 1961, in Melbourne. More 
than 2,300 nurses from thirty-three countries took part.
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The Medical Personnel Section has remained in close communica
tion with the National Nursing Associations and has co-operated 
in exchanges of nurses between these Associations.

In  1961, the ICRC was frequently visited by nurses from 
Switzerland and abroad, and groups of visitors came from the 
following institutions : “ Le Bon Secours ” , in Geneva ; the Hospital 
School of Thoune ; the Lindenhof, a t Berne ; the Swiss Red Cross 
refresher School a t Zurich ; “ La Source ” a t Lausanne ; the School 
of Social Studies in Geneva ; the French Red Cross Nursing School 
a t Valence and the Italian Red Cross Nursing and H ealth Visitors 
School a t Turin. To these can be added numerous nurses and other 
visitors interested in these questions.

War disabled Service. — In  1961, the ICRC concluded its action 
on behalf of young blind Italians or those with serious eye illnesses. 
Since 1957, 54 children and young people have received treatm ent ; 
16 of them came to Geneva, sometimes on several occasions, for 
visits. They all expressed their warm gratitude to Professor 
A. Franceschetti, a member of the ICRC, to his assistants and to 
the staff of the Ophthalmological Clinic in Geneva.

The action which the ICRC had been undertaking since 1958 
on behalf of Algerian war disabled who had taken refuge in Morocco, 
also reached completion in 1961. In  all, relief supplies sent com
prised 25 provisional or final artificial lower limbs, 8 pairs of 
orthopaedic shoes for am putated cases or those wounded in the 
foot, 112 artificial eyes, 70 pairs of crutches and 2 invalid carriages.

The ICRC also continued its consignments of equipment for the 
artificial limb workshop at Sarajevo (Yugoslavia). In  1961, it also 
supplied it with special tools for the m anufacture of certain types 
of artificial limbs.

Finally, it met the requests of certain National Societies by 
sending them  such items as a resuscitation appliance and a stretcher 
(to the Polish Red Cross) and twelve Braille watches intended for 
war blinded (to the Indian Red Cross).
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SUMMARY TABLE OF R E L IE F  ACTIONS IN 1961

Classified by countries and categories of persons assisted

Value in 
Sw. Fr.

A lgeria  . . . . D isplaced civilian population . . . .  
Internees and d e t a i n e e s .......................

849,608.—
23,200.—

A ustria  . . . . Civilian p o p u la t io n ................................. 10,520.—

Bulgaria . . . Civilian p o p u la t io n ................................. 2,459.—

Congo . . . . Civilian p o p u la t io n ................................. 144,525.—

France . . . . Internees and d e t a i n e e s ........................ 41,300.—

Germany
(F ed. R ep .) . R efugees and repatriated persons . . 5,250.—

Greece . . . . Internees and d e t a i n e e s ..............................
Civilian p o p u la t io n .........................................

31,400.—
36,150.—

H ungary . . . Civilian p o p u la t io n ......................................... 9,975.—

I t a l y ........................ D is a b le d ...................................................................... 3,255.—

L a o s ........................ V ictim s of the c o n f l ic t ...................................
Internees and d e t a i n e e s ..............................

215,402.—
8,300.—

Morocco . . . Algerian d is a b le d ..................................... 7,720.—

N epal . . . . T ibetan r e f u g e e s ...................................... 285,000.—

P oland  . . . . Civilian p o p u la t io n ................................. 62,917.—

S pa in  . . . . D e t a i n e e s ................................................... 8,300.—

T o g o ........................ R efugees ................................................................ 9,850.—

T u n isia  . . . V ictim s of disturbances (Bizerta) . . 
Civilian p o p u la t io n .........................................

15,070.—
9,500.—

Other countries . Civilian p o p u la t io n .........................................
D isa b le d ......................................................................
D etainees and in t e r n e e s ..............................

7,650.—
3,570.—

740.—

TOTAL 1,791,661.—
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II. GENERAL ACTIVITIES

PRACTICAL APPLICATION AND DEVELOPMENT 
OF HUMANITARIAN LAW 

The Geneva Conventions

Since the signature of the Geneva Conventions, on August 12, 
1949, the ICRC has worked to obtain universal recognition of these 
Conventions, which constitute the basis of hum anitarian law. 
In  1961, several new States ratified or acceded to  them, and those 
which have not yet done so are few and far between.

The ratifications were those of Portugal, on March 14, 1961 ; 
Paraguay, on October 25 ; and Colombia, on November 8.

The ICRC took special steps in an effort to  hasten the accession 
of African countries, since, in the difficult period which this con
tinent is undergoing, it is particularly desirable th a t all the African 
States should be bound by these hum anitarian treaties.

A problem is raised by countries previously under colonial 
administration. Is the State which has recently acceded to  inde
pendence bound by the international acts of the Power which was 
previously exercising sovereignty over its territory  ?

Certain treaties of a political nature, such as alliance, obviously 
lose their validity in the newly independent State, bu t other 
conventions of public or general interest can remain valid. In  the 
ICRC’s opinion, such is the position of the Geneva Conventions, 
to which Governments have acceded in the interest of all people 
placed under their sovereignty. The latter, on acceding to inde
pendence, would be a t a disadvantage if the Geneva Conventions



were no longer applicable to them. These Conventions m ust there
fore retain their validity.

Participation of newly independent States in the Geneva 
Conventions can therefore be adm itted as implied by virtue of 
the signature of the former Colonial Power. I t  is considered advisa
ble, however, th a t they officially confirm their participation in the 
Conventions by notifying the administering State, th a t is to say 
the Federal Council a t Berne. This is a question neither of accession 
nor of ratification, bu t of confirmation of participation or of 
declaration of continuity.

At the end of 1961, four States had thus confirmed their partici
pation in the Conventions : Congo (Léopoldville), Ivory Coast, 
Upper Volta, and Nigeria. W ith those which had previously 
ratified them  or acceded to them, the number of African States 
explicitly bound by the Geneva Conventions was thus increased to 
thirteen.

In all, 85 States were parties to the Conventions, on December 31, 
1961.

As in previous years, the ICRC worked to spread the knowledge 
of the Geneva Conventions as widely as possible, a condition of 
their effectiveness. To this effect, it sent a large quantity  of docu
m entation to numerous countries throughout the entire world. 
To take one example, it distributed copies of the illustrated booklet 
in nine languages, which gives a visual summary of the principal 
regulations of the Conventions.

In addition to this, the illustrated Handbook on the Geneva 
Conventions, published jointly by the ICRC and the League and 
intended particularly for young people, has been a great success 
with the National Red Cross Societies. As well as the French and 
English editions, the work has appeared in Finnish and in Japanese 
The Japanese edition which has exactly the same format as the 
French and English was the idea of the Japanese Red Cross.

I t  should also be pointed out th a t a t the information session 
held by the ICRC in Prague, on October 5, during the 26th session 
of the Board of Governors of the League, the ICRC representatives 
referred particularly to the value and significance of the Geneva 
Conventions and stressed the necessity of ensuring their increasingly 
widespread dissemination to enable them  to be better applied.
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The Geneva Conventions and the events in the Congo.—The
events which occurred in the Congo from Ju ly  1960 and during 
the whole of 1961, frequently illustrated, sometimes dramatically, 
the necessity of having the hum anitarian rules of the Red Cross 
and particularly the precepts of the Geneva Conventions better 
understood by the forces facing one another. This is why the 
ICRC constantly took steps to  spread the knowledge of these 
Conventions, which are fundam ental to hum anitarian law, and 
particularly of article 3 common to the four Conventions and 
applicable “ in the case of armed conflict not of an international 
character ” . I t  distributed several thousand copies of the illustrated 
booklet in nine languages, one of which is Lingala, the language 
in use in the Congolese forces, and which explains in a very simple 
m anner the principal hum anitarian rules which should be respected.

However, the presence in the Congo of m ilitary contingents 
placed under the command of the United Nations, has raised a 
somewhat delicate problem, because UNO, as such, is not signatory 
to the Geneva Conventions. Following the events in Katanga, 
during which these contingents took a direct part in the hostilities, 
the President of the ICRC wrote to Mr. Sture Tinner, Head of the 
UNO mission in the Congo, raising the question of the application 
of the Conventions by the UNO armed forces when engaged in 
m ilitary operations. In  his letter, Mr. L. Boissier said “ the recent 
events in K atanga have indeed shown this m atter to be of the 
utm ost urgency.”

The letter recalled th a t as far back as the Suez affair in November 
1956, Mr. Dag Hammarskjbld, Secretary-General of UNO, had 
informed the ICRC th a t he had “ included in the draft regulation 
applicable to the United Nations’ Emergency Force, a provision 
laying down th a t this Force m ust observe the spirit of the general 
international hum anitarian Conventions relative to the conduct 
of m ilitary personnel ” . The President of the ICRC also referred to 
a similar assurance given to the Committee’s delegation in Leopold
ville, in September 1960, by the General Headquarters of the 
United Nations, and, in conclusion, he declared th a t “ the In ter
national Committee of the Red Cross is willing to assume, in con
nection with this conflict, the duties laid down for it in the hum ani
tarian  Conventions ” .
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The Head of the UNO mission in the Congo gave a detailed 
reply to  this letter, reiterating the assurance th a t the United 
Nations intended fully to respect the rules of the Geneva Con
ventions, and th a t their troops had been given instructions to this 
effect.

At the same time, the President of the ICRC had an im portant 
exchange of correspondence with the Acting Secretary-General 
of the United Nations, relative to the application of the Geneva 
Conventions. On November 8, Mr. Thant underlined once again 
UNO’s resolve to  “ respect the principles and the spirit of the 
general international conventions relative to  the conduct of m ilitary 
personnel ” . He declared himself ready to co-operate in the dissemi
nation of the Conventions among UNO m ilitary personnel in the 
Congo, pointing out th a t “ the operations carried out in the name 
and under the command of the organisation m ust be in perfect 
harm ony with the spirit of the Conventions ” .

In  addition to these steps which were taken directly with UNO 
in the Congo and in New York, the ICRC sent to the Governments 
of all the States parties to the Geneva Conventions and members 
of the United Nations, a memorandum, dated November 10, 
relative to the application of these Conventions by the contingents 
placed a t the disposal of the United Nations. After having recalled 
the assurances already given by UNO on this subject, the memo
randum  added :

“ However, in view of the overwhelming importance of the 
interests involved, fhe International Committee judges it to  be 
necessary th a t the m atter should be very seriously considered, not 
only by the United Nations organisation, bu t also by  each of the 
States bound by the Geneva Conventions.

In  fact, the United Nations Organisation is not, as such, party  
to the Geneva Conventions. Consequently, each State is personally 
responsible for the application of these Conventions when supplying 
a contingent to the United Nations.

I t  would therefore be highly desirable th a t such contingents 
receive, before leaving their own countries, instructions to  conform 
to the provisions of the Geneva Conventions in the event of their 
finding themselves having to use force. I t  seems to us no less
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JAPAN Members of the Japanese medical team receiving the IC R C  com
memorative medal. This medal bears a special inscription recall
ing the medical action in the Congo.

PHILIPPINES M r. Bagalsing of the P hilipp ine Red Cross presenting a 
cheque to the first prisoner of war to receive his share.



M rs. Nouphat Chuonramany, President of the 
Women’s Committee of the Laotian Red Cross 
taking part in  the distribution of relief at the 
Vientiane hospital.

L A O S

A t V ientiane. —  Distribution of IC R C  relief to 
Meo refugees.



desirable th a t the troops receive, in their own countries, appropriate 
instruction so th a t they m ay acquire a sufficient knowledge of these 
Conventions. This instruction could quite easily be included within 
the framework of study which the States, by virtue of article 
47/48/127/144 of the Geneva Conventions, have pledged themselves 
to incorporate in their programmes of m ilitary and, if possible, 
civilian instruction in such a m anner th a t the principles are made 
known generally to their armed forces and to the civilian population.

Finally, the International Committee wishes to  remind States, 
which might supply contingents to an Emergency Force of the 
United Nations, th a t under article 1 common to the four Geneva 
Conventions, the High Contracting Parties are bound not only to 
respect, bu t also “ to have respected ” the provisions of these 
Conventions. I t  therefore expresses the hope th a t they will, each 
one, in case of necessity, use their influence to ensure th a t the 
provisions of hum anitarian law are applied by all contingents 
engaged, as well as by the United Nations Command. ”

Protection of the civilian population

The Legal Departm ent of the ICRC offered its advice on various 
questions connected with the protection of the civilian population 
in time of war. This advice bore in particular on the guarantees 
by which the bodies providing relief to the population, and in 
particular the civil defence bodies, could benefit, by virtue of 
hum anitarian law.

The first consultation concerned the problem of the possible 
arming of civil defence personnel. The ICRC gave its advice a t the 
request of a country wishing to organize mobile civil defence 
columns and perhaps equip their members with certain weapons. 
Nevertheless, th a t country wished to preserve a non-military 
character for its civil defence and asked therefore if the bearing of 
arms was compatible with this character, according to international 
law. The directing staff of tha t country’s civil defence raised this 
question with the ICRC through the intermediary of the National 
Red Cross Society.

The ICRC concluded in substance th a t if the arming of civil 
defence personnel was subject to very strict conditions and if it
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was to  be limited solely to personal defence in the police functions, 
it could be adm itted th a t this would not necessarily deprive the 
personnel concerned of its civilian character. On the other hand, 
it advised against the employment of civil defence personnel against 
hostile even irregular enemy action and, consequently, the supplying 
of heavy weapons for th a t purpose.

Further advice was given by the ICRC to the International 
Technical Committee for the Prevention and Extinction of Fire 
(CTIF). This body, being of the opinion th a t firemen’s activities 
are of a hum anitarian character, expressed the wish th a t these 
would continue under all circumstances, especially in the case of 
conflict and th a t their activities should therefore benefit from the 
protection of strengthened hum anitarian law.

After a series of discussions with a delegation of the Central 
Committee of the Swiss Society of Firemen, the ICRC submitted 
circum stantial advice on ways of according greater protection, in 
international law, to the activity of firemen in time of war providing 
this was not of a m ilitary character. This advice was submitted 
during a meeting at the headquarters of the ICRC to the directors 
of the CTIF and to the International Committee of Firemen. The 
meeting also enabled the ICRC definitely to explain its proposals 
for strengthening the legal protection of firemen in time of war and 
subm itted to th a t international committee which would discuss 
this question at their next congress.

At the meeting of the Council of Delegates of the International 
Red Cross held in Prague in October (see p. 53), the ICRC drew 
up a joint report with the League on the National Societies’ co
operation in civil defence. As a result of a request from the Irish 
Red Cross, this report, which was received with keen interest, 
described the various ways in which the National Societies could 
assist civil defence.

After discussing the report, the Council of Delegates passed a 
resolution confirming the co-operation of National Societies in civil 
defence, recommended tha t Red Cross personnel engaged in this 
sort of activity  should always be recognized as such, and expressed 
the wish th a t the ICRC would actively continue its studies on 
strengthening the im m unity accorded to non-military civil defence 
organizations.
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In  this connection we would recall th a t the ICRC undertook an 
enquiry in 1959 1 with some tw enty National Societies on the legal 
status of civil defence personnel. In  1959 and 1960 it received 
numerous interesting replies, some in considerable detail. For tha t 
reason, in 1961 it considered th a t it  would serve a useful purpose, 
in order to draw conclusions from th a t enquiry, to convene a 
working party, of a preliminary and private character, consisting 
of a certain number of specialists invited on a purely personal basis 
and selected with the help of some National Red Cross Societies.

This working party  m et from June 12 to  16, and was composed 
of the following :

Colonel Em est Fischer, in charge of civil defence affairs a t the 
Federal Departm ent of Justice and Police, Berne ; Dr. Sten Florelius, 
head doctor of Norwegian Civil Defence, Oslo ; Dr. Bernhard 
Graefrath, Professor a t Hum boldt University (East Berlin) and a 
legal adviser of the German Red Cross in the Democratic Republic ; 
Dr. Hans Haug, Secretary-General of the Swiss Red Cross, Berne ; 
Mr. Pierre Lebrun, Director of Belgian Civil Defence, Brussels ; 
Mr. Ivar Muller, deputy head of Swedish Civil Defence, Stockholm ; 
Mr. Hermann Ritgen, in charge of m atters connected with relief 
and protection in the event of disaster, German Red Cross in the 
Federal Republic, Bonn ; Mr. J.-H . Rombach, secretary of Ex
ternal Affairs, Netherlands Red Cross, The Hague. In  addition, 
Dr. Z. Hantcheff, director of the H ealth and Social Service bureau 
of the League of Red Cross Societies was invited to join the working 
party  in the rôle of observer.

Presided over by Mr. C. Pilloud, D eputy Director for General Af
fairs of the ICRC and assisted by Mr. F. Siordet and Mr. D. Schindler, 
members of the ICRC, the working party  held eight meetings. I t  
was thus able to make a through examination of all the fifteen points 
on the agenda. I t  first of all considered the conditions which a civil 
defence organization ought to fulfil to be regarded as being non
m ilitary in the sense of article 63 of the Fourth  Geneva Convention 
(problems of arming for defensive purposes, of co-operation with 
m ilitary units and of activities in relation with m ilitary objectives).

1 See A nnual Report 1959, pp. 47-48.

51



The Working P arty  then examined the form and the extent of 
guarantees which the Fourth Convention confers on personnel as 
on the equipment of civil defence organizations. I t  also studied the 
legal protection of civil defence personnel in neutral countries, 
called upon to assist th a t of a country a t war. Finally, the party  
devoted two meetings to the question of the special identification 
of civil defence personnel and eventually of its equipment.

Very positive conclusions were often reached on all these points. 
The experts were of the opinion th a t if a generally accepted inter
pretation of article 63 was advisable, it seemed to them  necessary 
to draw up an ad hoc regulation going beyond the scope of tha t 
article in order to ensure for civil defence personnel, under all 
circumstances, the privileged status which was essential for its 
action to  be effective. They strongly encouraged the Committee to 
continue its work in th a t direction.

The ICRC drew up a detailed report on the results of tha t 
meeting. I t  communicated it to all the National Red Cross Societies 
for their own information as well for th a t of the civil defence services 
of their countries.

I t  should once again be pointed out th a t the ICRC has on various 
occasions disseminated information concerning the organization 
m ethods of civil defence as well as the status of these services. I t  
sent such information in particular to the Asiatic countries inter
ested in these questions and who wished to  complete their docu
m entation on the subject.

Finally, the ICRC was represented by an observer a t the Fourth 
International Civil Defence Conference held a t Montreux in the 
first fortnight of October.

LEGAL ASSISTANCE

The International Centre for the Co-ordination of Legal Assist
ance, which has its headquarters in Geneva, and of which the ICRC 
is one of the founders, continued its work in close co-operation with 
the United Nations Office of the High Commissioner for Refugees. 
I t  dealt mainly with the position of stateless persons and with 
a ttem pts to find them  a country.
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DECLARATION OF RED CROSS PRINCIPLES

The draft declaration drawn up by the Joint Commission of 
the ICRC and the League, which took into account advice tendered 
by National Societies and which was approved by the Standing 
Commission of the International Red Cross, was subm itted to the 
Council of Delegates, meeting for this purpose in Prague on October 
3 and 5, 1961.

The discussion was lively, bu t a true spirit of m utual under
standing dominated the debate so that, in the final outcome, the 
vote for this vitally im portant tex t was unanimous.

I t  will now be for the X X th  International Conference meeting 
in Geneva in 1963 on the occasion of the Red Cross Centenary, to 
give its final sanction to  this declaration.

The declaration in its present form is as follows :

Humanity The Red Cross, bom  of a desire to  bring assistance
without discrimination to  the wounded on the 
battlefield, endeavours—in its international and 
national capacity—to prevent and alleviate 
hum an suffering wherever it m ay be found. Its  
purpose is to  protect life and health and to ensure 
respect for the hum an being. I t  promotes mutual 
understanding, friendship, co-operation and last
ing peace amongst all peoples.

Impartiality I t  makes no discrimination as to  nationality,
race, religious beliefs, class or political opinions. 
I t  endeavours only to  relieve suffering, giving 
priority to  the most urgent cases of distress.

Neutrality In  order to continue to  enjoy the confidence of
all, the Red Cross m ay not take sides in hostilities 
or engage at any time in controversies of a 
political, racial, religious or ideological nature.

Independence The Red Cross is independent. The National
Societies, while auxiliaries in the hum anitarian 
services of their governments and subject to the 
laws of their respective countries, m ust always
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m aintain their autonom y so th a t they m ay be 
able a t all times to  act in accordance with Red 
Cross principles.

Voluntary Service The Red Cross is a voluntary relief organisation 
not prompted in any m anner by desire for gain.

There can be only one Red Cross Society in any 
one country. I t  must be open to all. I t  must 
carry on its hum anitarian work throughout its 
territory.

The Red Cross is a world-wide institution in 
which all Societies have equal status and share 
equal responsibilities and duties in helping each 
other.

RELATIONS WITH THE RED CROSS INSTITUTIONS

The ICRC’s relations with the National Red Cross, Red Crescent 
and Red Lion and Sun, Societies, as well as with their federation, 
the League of Red Cross Societies, were particularly close in 1961. 
There were numerous contacts to settle questions of m utual 
interest and particularly to  prepare the ceremonies which will mark 
the Centenary of the Red Cross in 1963. The Directorate of the 
ICRC and the Secretariat of the League continued to hold joint 
weekly meetings, alternately a t the headquarters of each institution, 
in order to discuss m atters of interest to the Red Cross movement.

Official recognitions

In  1961, the ICRC officially recognized two National Red Cross 
Societies, th a t of Nigeria on May 4, and th a t of Togo on September 7. 
These two additions increased the number of recognized National 
Societies to  87.

International Red Cross meetings

At the end of September and beginning of October, several 
large international Red Cross meetings took place in Prague, first

Unity

Universality
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and foremost the Board of Governors of the League of Red Cross 
Societies. The ICRC was represented by observers a t this Board, 
which meets in principle every two years and is attended by 
directors of all officially recognized National Societies.

The Standing Commission and other organs of the international 
Red Cross also took the opportunity of meeting. Thus, the Council 
of delegates, which is attended by the National Societies and 
representatives of the ICRC and the League, held two meetings 
on October 3 and 5, a t which 62 Societies were represented. This 
was the first time th a t the Council of Delegates had met in the 
interval between two international Red Cross Conferences and 
dealt with basic questions.

Opened by Mr. André François-Poncet, Chairman of the 
Standing Commission, the Council of delegates was presided over 
by Mr. Léopold Boissier, President of the ICRC. One of its most 
im portant decisions was to adopt the Declaration of the Funda
m ental Red Cross Principles (see p. 53).

The other questions on the agenda also aroused keen interest 
and were m arked by interventions from delegations from all parts 
of the world. Among other things, the Council asked the ICRC to 
prepare, for the 1963 Conference, draft rules on the use of the 
Red Cross emblem, as it considered such regulations were needed. 
I t  also encouraged the National Red Cross Societies to point out 
to their Governments the advantage of the new emblem, the staff 
of Aesculapius, red on a white ground, which it is proposed to 
create for civilian medical personnel. Finally, it confirmed the 
im portant rôle which the Societies can play in civil defence (see 
p. 49).

All the resolutions, which were usually adopted unanimously, 
aimed a t supporting the activities of the international organs of 
the Red Cross, in particular the ICRC, and a t enabling them  to 
continue their efforts and to broaden still further the work of the 
great Red Cross movement in the service of humanity.

During the meetings in Prague the ICRC held an information 
session on October 5, for representatives of the National Societies. 
After Mr. F. Siordet, a member of the Committee, had recalled the 
principles which govern the ICRC’s work, and the circumstances 
in which the organisation is called upon to intervene, Mr. R. Gallo-

55



pin, Executive Director, sketched a picture of the main tasks 
devolving upon the Committee a t the time. He made particular 
mention of the activities assumed by the Committee in the conflicts 
in Algeria, the Congo, Laos and at Bizerta. Finally, Mr. J. Pictet, 
Director for General Affairs, spoke about the Geneva Conventions 
and their scope (see p. 45).

National Societies

In  addition to the numerous contacts already mentioned in 
this report, the ICRC took every opportunity to visit the National 
Societies and to demonstrate the interest which it takes in their 
work. Amongst these visits, the following should be mentioned :

In  January , Mr. C. J . Burckhardt, member of the ICRC, was 
the guest of the Portuguese Red Cross ; in February, Mr. M. 
Bodmer, Vice-President of the ICRC, visited the British Red Cross ; 
in May, Professor A. Franceschetti, member of the ICRC, paid a 
short visit to  the Danish Red Cross then, a t the beginning of 
June, was welcomed at the headquarters of the Swedish Red 
Cross ; on May 27 and 28, Dr. E. Gloor, Vice-President, repre
sented the ICRC at the 7th annual assembly of the Swiss Red Cross 
in Locarno ; from September 7 to 11, the President of the ICRC, 
Mr. Léopold Boissier, accompanied by Mr. M. Borsinger, Secretary 
to  the Presidency, visited the Norwegian Red Cross on the occasion 
of its annual fund raising ; also in September, Mr. F. Siordet, 
member of the ICRC, and Mr. J.-P . Schoenholzer, of the Legal 
Departm ent, visited the Greek Red Cross in Athens, where they 
took part in a congress of the International Office of Military 
Medicine Documentation ; in the following month, Mr. H. Coursier, 
of the Legal Departm ent, and Mr. H. G. Beckh, delegate, also 
visited the Greek Red Cross ; in November, Mr. J.-G. Dossier, 
editor of the International Review of the Red Cross, represented the 
ICRC a t the opening of the new headquarters of the Red Cross of 
Monaco ; in the same month, during their mission to the GPRA 
(see p. 20), Miss M. van Berchem, member of the ICRC, and 
Mr. P. Gaillard, delegate, visited the Tunisian Red Crescent ; also 
in November, the ICRC, in response to an invitation from the
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German Red Cross in the Federal Republic of Germany, was 
represented by one of its members, Brigade Colonel H. Meuli, 
former chief of the Swiss Army Medical Services, a t an im portant 
meeting of doctors specializing in radiation, in Munich.

The ICRC was also visited by  several directors of National 
Societies. Amongst them  (in chronological order) : Mr. D. S. Choi, 
President of the Republic of Korea National Red Cross ; Mr. P. 
Canon, President of the provisional Committee of the Congolese 
Red Cross in Leopoldville ; Mrs. Tom Barry, Chairman of the 
Irish Red Cross ; Dr. W. W eitbrecht, Vice-President of the German 
Red Cross in the German Democratic Republic ; Dr. H. Weitz, 
President of the German Red Cross in the Federal Republic of 
Germany and Dr. Bargatzky, Vice-President ; Dr. Abou Qoura, 
Secretary General of the Jordan Red Crescent ; Mrs. I. Doman- 
ska, President of the Polish Red Cross ; Mr. Arne Fremm, Director 
General of the Danish Red Cross ; Professor Leonardo de Castro 
Freire, President, and Colonel José Victor Mat eus Cabral, Secretary- 
General of the Portuguese Red Cross ; Mr. François Silou, first 
Vice-President of the Congolese Red Cross (Leopoldville) ; Dr. Chadli 
Zouiten, Vice-President, and Mr. Salah Boulakbèche, Secretary- 
General of the Tunisian Red Crescent ; Ambassador K ay Keo- 
louangkhot, Vice-President of the Laotian Red Cross ; Dr. T. 
Calasanz, Director of the Philippine National Red Cross.

The Red Cross Centenary

In  1961, in co-operation with the entire Red Cross world, and 
particularly with the League and the Swiss Red Cross, the ICRC 
continued the preparatory work for the celebrations which, in 
August and September 1963, will m ark the Centenary of the Red 
Cross. To ensure the success of the commemorative ceremonies 
which will coincide with the X X th  International Conference of 
the Red Cross, the three institutions have set up a commission 
which includes, besides representatives of the ICRC, the League 
and the Swiss Red Cross, representatives of the Swiss and Genevese 
authorities. The President is Mr. Frédéric Siordet, Vice-President 
of the ICRC. The commission has appointed Mr. Edouard J. Logoz 
secretary-general, and the ICRC has placed offices a t his disposal.
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Various sub-committees and working groups are also dealing 
with the different aspects of the Centenary celebrations. One of 
the most difficult tasks is the preparation of the large Exhibition 
which will retrace the history of the Red Cross, show its principal 
activities in the service of hum anity and explain the missions 
which it has on hand at the moment.

The contacts established with circles outside the Red Cross, 
particularly with the Press, have shown th a t the organization of 
the Centenary enjoys the solid support of public opinion.

Administration of funds

The ICRC administers a number of funds whose revenues are 
intended to  be used for hum anitarian purposes. In  1961, the Joint 
Commission detailed to  distribute the revenues from the Empress 
Shôken Fund (comprising representatives of the ICRC, the League 
and the Japanese Red Cross) distributed 13,000 francs as follows : 
5,000 francs to the Burma Red Cross, 6,000 francs to  the Indonesian 
Red Cross and 2,000 francs to the South African Red Cross.

Florence Nightingale Medal

Every two years, the ICRC has the du ty  of awarding the 
Florence Nightingale Medal to  nurses and voluntary aids who have 
distinguished themselves exceptionally by their devotion and, in 
1961, it awarded this distinction to thirty-four candidates. These 
had been put forward by the National Red Cross Societies of the 
following nineteen countries : Australia, Chile, Denmark, Federal 
Republic of Germany, Finland, Great Britain, India, Italy , Japan, 
Republic of Korea, New Zealand, Norway, Pakistan, Philippines, 
Poland, Sweden, Union of South Africa, United States and the 
U.S.S.R.

RELATIONS WITH INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS 

United Nations

As in previous years the ICRC remained in close contact with 
the various international organizations, particularly those whose
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activities are of a hum anitarian character. I t  was thus in constant 
touch with the United Nations Office of the High Commissioner for 
Refugees in Geneva, a t whose meetings it was represented by an 
observer (May 25-31 and November 6-10). I t  also delegated observers 
to the 28th session of the Executive Board of the World Health 
Organization (Geneva, May 29-June 2), the 32nd session of the 
United Nations Economic and Social Council (Geneva, Ju ly  4- 
August 4) and the 16th Plenary Assembly of the World Federation 
of United Nations Associations (Geneva, August 30-September 2).

Other organizations

The ICRC also m aintains contact with organizations, govern
mental or otherwise, which do not depend on the United Nations ; 
in particular it was represented by  observers a t the following 
meetings : 10th International Social Service Conference (Rome, 
January  8-14) ; 12th Quadrennial Congress of the International 
Council of Nurses (Melbourne, April 17-22) ; 9th General Assembly 
of the World Veterans Federation (Paris, May 8-12) ; 14th Session 
of the Intergovernm ental Committee for European Migration 
(Geneva, May 11-17) ; conference organized by the World Council 
of Churches on the problem of migration (Leysin, June 14-16) ; 
3rd Assembly of the World Alliance of Young Men’s Christian 
Associations (Geneva, Ju ly  18-25) ; meeting of the International 
Federation of Senior Police Officers (Lausanne, September 5-9) ; 
23rd session of the International Office of Military Medicine Docu
m entation (Athens 19-23) ; 4th International Civil Defence Con
ference (Montreux, October 7-17) ; joint annual Congress of the 
European Association for the Study of Refugee Problems and the 
Association for the S tudy of the World Refugee Problem (Salonika, 
October 14-20) ; 15th session of the Intergovernm ental Committee 
for European Migration (Geneva, October 23-27) ; International 
Conference on the subsequent effects of imprisonment and deporta
tion, followed by the International Conference on legislation in 
favour of veterans and civilian victims, both meetings organized 
by the World Veterans Federation (The Hague, November 20- 
December 4).
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INFORMATION AND PUBLICATIONS

Public relations

The Press and Information Departm ent continued its efforts 
to  have the principles, the rôle and the work of the ICRC better 
understood in the world. In  addition to the Press Communiqués 
(40 in 1961) it issued, from September onwards, bi-monthly infor
m ation notes, first of all in three languages and then in four. This 
bulletin, which describes the current activities of the ICRC, also 
contains documentary texts on the hum anitarian ideals of the Red 
Cross and the Geneva Conventions. I t  is sent to  the Press and the 
broadcasting services as well as to the National Red Cross Societies. 
In  addition to this the Information Departm ent remained in close 
contact with numerous journalists from various countries interested 
in the work of the Red Cross.

I t  also published and distributed illustrated booklets and 
supplied large quantities of documentation to a number of perio
dicals and private persons all over the world. To meet frequent 
requests of an historical, documentary or statistical nature, it carried 
out often extensive research in the archives of the ICRC. I t  also 
sent numerous photographs to the Press and to National Societies.

Publications

The ICRC published the following works in 1961 :

—  The International Red Cross, by Henri Coursier (translation of 
“ La Croix-Rouge internationale ” , originally published in 1959 
in the “ Que sais-je? ” series), 1961, 133 pp.

— Annual Report 1960 (French, English, Spanish, German), 1961, 
71 pp. and illustrations.

—  The Laws of War, by Jean S. Pictet. E xtract from the In te r
national Review of the Red Cross (French, English, Spanish, 
German) 1961, 11 pp.

— The International Committee of the Red Cross. Information 
booklet (French, English, Spanish, German, Italian) 1961, 22 pp. 
with illustrations.
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— ICRC. The Central Tracing Agency (French, English, Spanish, 
German, Italian) 1961, 22 pp. with illustrations.

Joint publications of the ICRC and the League of Red Cross 
Societies :

— The Geneva Conventions. Handbook, followed by  an outline of 
the organisation of the International Red Cross (French Edition 
1960) 1961, 66 pp. with illustrations.

— Congo Medical Relief. Report on the International Red Cross 
action to staff for an emergency period of twelve months some 
th irty  abandoned hospitals in the newly independent Republic 
of the Congo, Ju ly  1960-June 1961 (French, English, Spanish) 
1961, 29 pp. with illustrations.

[See p. 4 of the cover for an extract of the catalogue and prices of 
the works listed above.)

Revue internationale de la Croix-Rouge

In  1961 the official organ of the ICRC published some im portant 
articles and particular mention should be made of the second part 
of Mr. Pierre Boissier’s article : “ Quand la Croix-Rouge n ’existait 
pas ” ; “ Penitential discipline and public wars in the Middle Ages ” 
by G. I. A. D. Draper ; an im portant article by Professor Paul 
Guggenheim on the legal work of Max Huber ; “ Broadcasting in 
the service of the International Committee of the Red Cross ” by 
René Dovaz, Director of Radio-Genève ; the essay by Dr. Bosko 
Jakovljevid and Dr. Jovica Patrnojid on the way to improve the 
legal protection for victims of internal conflicts ; “ The laws of 
war ” by Mr. J . Pictet ; the article by Dr. Z. S. Hantchef, Director 
of the Health and Social Service Bureau of the League of Red Cross 
Societies, on some international aspects of blood transfusion, as 
well as th a t describing the work of the central laboratory of the 
Netherlands Red Cross blood transfusion service; and, finally, the 
article by Mrs. Sachiko Hashimoto, Director of the Japanese Junior 
Red Cross, which explains what this section of the Red Cross is 
doing towards the dissemination of the Geneva Conventions in 
Japan.
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The Revue internationale contains several columns in which one 
can read news on the concerns and tasks of the ICRC, information 
on the activities of the National Red Cross Societies, as well as 
reports on subjects of a hum anitarian nature such as the rehabilita
tion of the physically handicapped, current training and employ
m ent of the blind, refugee problems, legal assistance and the 
development of social services in the world.

Finally, an im portant innovation should be mentioned. Anxious 
to  ensure wider distribution of its official organ, the ICRC decided 
to  publish an English language edition of the Revue internationale. 
This edition, which appears under the title of International Review 
of the Red Cross, is in principle identical to  the French edition, both 
as regards presentation and contents, and it is published each 
month. I t  met a real need since it was an immediate success and 
the num ber of copies printed has increased each m onth since it 
was first brought out.

The Spanish and German supplements continued to  appear and 
carried some of the principal Review articles as well as information 
on the activities and missions of the ICRC in the world.

Films

In  the field of the cinema, the ICRC continued to distribute 
films illustrating the different aspects of its activities from the 
beginning of the Second World W ar to  the present day. I t  lent or 
sold numerous copies of these films, which have gained widespread 
success throughout the world.

Thanks to sequences shot by its delegation in Nepal, the 
Information Departm ent was able to  prepare a short-length colour 
film showing the work of the ICRC in favour of Tibetan refugees. 
I t  has also worked on other films which should soon be finished. 
One of them  deals with the ICRC relief action in Algeria.

Radio and television

During 1961, the ICRC Broadcasting and Television Office 
(BTO) made a number of broadcasts, the most im portant of which 
were : test broadcasts ; the International Red Cross broadcast of 
May 8 ; the television programme of May 8 ; Spanish and Arab

62



language broadcasts on the Swiss Short-W ave Service ; broadcasts 
in support of the ICRC’s annual collection ; various news broadcasts 
on radio and television ; screening of ICRC films by the French- 
Swiss and German-Swiss television Service.

Test broadcasts. — These are broadcasts on the “ Inter-Croix- 
Rouge ” wave-length which, in time of war, would serve for trans
m itting communications of a hum anitarian nature and are intended 
to accustom National Societies, broadcasting services and amateurs 
to this wave-length (41.61 m. ; 7210 kcl.). The central postal 
authorities and the Swiss Short-W ave Service made it possible for 
these broadcasts to be transm itted in four series (January, March, 
Ju ly  and September).

International Red Cross broadcast. — The international broad
cast of May 8, the anniversary of the birth  of H enry Dunant, and 
World Red Cross Day, is organized by Radio-Genève under the 
auspices of the ICRC, the League of Red Cross Societies, the 
European Broadcasting Union and the International Broadcasting 
Organization. I t  is now the largest existing international broadcast. 
In  1961, 74 countries from five continents took part in it, 24 of them 
direct. The main part of the programme was given and presented 
by the Belgian Broadcasting and Television Service and consisted 
of a symphonic work by the Belgian composer Louis de Meester, 
on a poem by Karel Jonckheere.

Television also celebrated May 8 by screening short-length 
films on the activities of several National Red Cross Societies 
(Austria, Belgium, France, Federal Republic of Germany, Italy, 
Luxemburg, Netherlands, Norway, Switzerland). Each sent its 
film to the BTO, which made them  available to  other Societies to 
make a television programme of them.

Broadcasts in Spanish and Arabic.—The special ICRC broadcasts 
in Spanish and Arabic continued successfully. Letters from numbers 
of listeners are evidence of the interest which they arouse in these 
two linguistic areas.

The competition organized by the Arabic Broadcast Section, 
under the auspices of the ICRC and the League, was a great success.
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W ith the active co-operation of the National Red Cross and Red 
Crescent Societies, as well as the authorities and the Press of the 
Arab countries, it offered the participants a choice of seven subjects 
related to  the ideal of the Red Cross, its principles and its activities. 
One hundred and th irty  essays were presented, emanating from 
the entire Arab world.

Various radio and television broadcasts.—As in previous years, 
the BTO organized various special broadcasts, either in support of 
the ICRC fund raising or to  illustrate certain of the institution’s 
im portant activities. The New Year message of the President of 
the ICRC, M. Léopold Boissier, was recorded in five languages and 
sent to 51 countries for broadcasting on the last day of the year.
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III. FINANCIAL POSITION

The financial position of the ICRC at the end of December 1961 
together with relevant information, is shown in the following 
tables.

Table I .—Balance sheet as on December 31, 1961.

This amounts to Fr. 26,100,001.91 of which the sum of 
Fr. 7,735,264.76 represents the balance, still to be distributed, of 
the funds in foreign currency received by the ICRC in connection 
with the Peace Treaty with Japan.

Table I I .—General Account of Ordinary Expenditure and Receipts 
for 1961.

The deficit of Fr. 467,015.72 has been written off by withdrawal 
from Reserve for General Risks.

Table I I I .—List of contributions to the ICRC in 1961 from Govern
ments and National Red Cross Societies.

The to tal of these payments allocated to the financing of 
expenditure for 1961, rose to Fr. 1,816,222.33.

Table I V .—Summary of General Account for Relief Actions in 1961.

Receipts amounted to Fr. 4,906,794.07 (including the balance 
brought forward from the previous year) and expenditure totalled 
Fr. 3,030,950.30, the greatest part of the residue being allocated 
to  or tied up in current relief actions.
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Table V .—Summary of Estim ated Ordinary Expenditure and
Receipts for 1962.

This budget unfortunately shows an excess of expenditure over 
receipts amounting to more than Fr. 700,000.— The ICRC hopes 
nevertheless tha t the numerous approaches made, principally to 
Governments and National Red Cross Societies, will be successful 
and th a t the estimated deficit will, in the final analysis, be con
siderably smaller if not entirely absorbed.

Table V I .—Special funds.

This statem ent shows the balance sheet as on December 31, 
1961 and the account of ordinary expenditure and receipts for 1961 
of each of these funds, namely :

1. Foundation for the International Committee of the Red Cross :

— The object of this Foundation is to help the ICRC to con
tinue its hum anitarian activities a t all times and in all 
circumstances.

2. Augusta Fund :
— Inalienable Fund, the income of which is devoted to objects 

of practical u tility  in the general interest of the Red Cross.

3. Empress Shôken Fund :
— Interest from this inalienable Fund is devoted to allocations 

awarded by a joint Commission for specific tasks which the 
International Red Cross bodies consider it expedient to 
encourage in the general interests of relief work in peace 
time.

4. Florence Nightingale Medal Fund :
— The income of this Fund is devoted to the striking of medals 

for nurses and voluntary aids of the Red Cross who have 
distinguished themselves exceptionally.

In  its various reports, the Société fiduciaire romande OFOR S.A. 
(the official auditors recognised by the Swiss Federal Council and 
the Commission fédérale des banques) declares tha t it has made
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numerous checks in the entries in the books for 1961, and it has 
certified th a t the balance sheets and the accounts of expenditure 
and receipts as on December 31, 1961, give a true picture of the 
ICRC’s financial position.

The ICRC would like to conclude this brief account by expressing 
once again its gratitude to all donors, and in particular to Govern
ments and National Red Cross Societies which have been good 
enough to send their contribution, as well as to the Swiss people 
who always respond so generously to  the Committee’s annual 
appeals, thus helping in large measure towards the effectiveness 
of the relief actions which the Committee has to undertake, fre
quently a t short notice, in different parts of the world.
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TABLES 

I - II - in  - IV - V - VI



IN T E R N A T IO N A L  COMMITTEE 

BALANCE SHEET AS ON

Fr. Fr.

A S S E T S

Available and R ealisable

Cash in h a n d ................................................................................
Postal Cheque Account ..........................................................
Balance at Banks :

—  Swiss f r a n c s ..................................................................
— Foreign Currency h o ld in g s ........................................

Public securities and other d e p o s i t s ...................................

25,904.82
286,632.09

1,627,068.63
292,169.—

14,490,786,65 16,722,561.19

F unds E armarked

Advanced to ICRC Delegations and Delegates abroad . . 
National Red Cross Societies, Governments and official

organ iza tion s...........................................................................
Sundry debtors, advances and repayable costs, temporary

assets .........................................................................................
Commodities (current s t o c k s ) .................................................

309,841,06

286,682.85

640,369.77
5,279.28 1,242,172.96

Other Assets (nominal)

Capital share in the " Foundation for the Organization of
Red Cross Transports ” .....................................................

Reserve s t o c k s ...........................................................................
Furniture, machines and e q u ip m e n t....................................

1.—
1.—
1.— 3.—

T rust F und

Funds received in connection with the Peace Treaty with 
Japan (assets in foreign cu rr en cy )................................... 7,735,264.76

Memo-Account

Debtor for s e c u r i t y .................................................................. 400,000.—
26,100,001.91
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OF T H E  R E D  CROSS 

DECEMBER 31, 1961

Table I

Fr. Fr.

L I A B I L I T I E S

C o m m i t m e n t s

Funds for relief actions :
Funds not yet assigned ........................................................
Funds e a r m a r k e d ......................................................................
Funds for current relief a c t i o n s ..........................................

752,313.39
243,969.61
879,560.77 1,875,843.77

Creditors

ICRC D elegations and D e l e g a t e s .....................................
N ational Red Cross Societies, G overnm ents and official

O rgan iza tion s...........................................................................
Sundry creditors and tem porary l i a b i l i t i e s ...................

48,446.70

439,548.85
908,525.55 1,396,521.10

3,272,364.87

P r o v i s i o n s

Provision for the X X th  International Conference of the
R ed C r o s s ....................................................................................

Provision for special e x p e n d i t u r e ..........................................
120,000.—
272,289.10 392,289.10

R e s e r v e

Guarantee Fund ...........................................................................
Reserve for action in case of conflict .................................
Reserve for General R i s k s ........................................................

5.000.000.—
5.000.000.—  
4,300,083.18 14,300,083.18

T r u s t  F u n d

Funds in connection w ith the Peace T reaty w ith Japan . 7,735,264.76

M e m o - A c c o u n t

Guarantee in favour of the " Foundation for the Organiza
tion of Red Cross Transports " .......................................... 400,000.—

26,100,001.91
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IN T E R N A T IO N A L  COMMITTEE 

GENERAL ACCOUNT OF ORDINARY

Fr. Fr.

E X P E N D I T U R E

O v e r h e a d  E x p e n s e s  a t  G e n e v a  H e a d q u a r t e r s

Allowances, salaries and w a g e s ...............................................
F am ily  allowances, insurance and other social charges .
Postage, telegrams, telephone ...............................................
Equipm ent, m aintenance and general supplies . . . .
U pkeep of cars and l o r r i e s ........................................................
R eception of visitors and travelling expenses in Switzer

land ..................................................................................................
Sundry e x p e n d it u r e ......................................................................

2,145,488.55
406,733.15

57,700.23
184,459.68

10,750.60

18,545.54
48,692.36 2,872.370.11

S p e c i a l  E x p e n s e s

Publications, inform ation and d o c u m e n ta tio n ...................
A llow ances for expenses of Members of the Presidential

Council ........................................................................................
R ed Cross Conferences and M eetings .................................
E xperts C o m m is s io n s .................................................................
Missions from G e n e v a .................................................................

201,019.15

40.200.—
30,624.—

7,599.07
126,414.12 405,856.34

D e l e g a t i o n s  A b r o a d

D elegates' salaries, allowances and in s u r a n c e ...................
D elegates’ travelling expenses and m aintenance, overhead  

expenses of d e leg a tio n s .............................................................

110,286.35

61,367.80
171,654.15

Special action in the Congo ................................................... 349,641.45 521,295,60

Allocation to  Fund for special e x p e n d it u r e ....................... 30,000.—

3,829,522.05
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OF T H E R E D  CROSS

EXPENDITURE AND RECEIPTS FOR 1961

Table II

Fr. Fr.

R E C E I P T S

Co n t r ib u t io n s  a n d  G ift s  to w a r d s  t h e  f in a n c in g  of
TH E G EN ERA L W ORK

Contributions b y  G o v e r n m e n ts ...............................................
Contributions by  N ational R ed Cross Societies . . . .  
Sundry d o n a t io n s ...........................................................................

1,403 ,866 .65
412 ,355 .68
3 7 9 ,079 .53 2 ,195 ,301 .86

I ncome from  I n v e st m e n t s

Income from Public Securities and B ank Interest . . . 
Income from ICRC F o u n d a t io n ...............................................

3 7 5 ,399 .50
31 ,297 .20 406 ,696 .70

Sums r e c o v er ed  a n d  S u n d r y  r e c e ipt s

Costs r e c o v e r e d ...............................................................................
Sundry r e c e ip t s ...............................................................................

719 ,185 .69
41 ,322 .08 7 60 ,507 .77

Total receipts . . . 3,362 ,506 .33

D efic it  fo r  1961

W ritten off by  withdrawal from Reserve for General Risks

XXXXX^ ^

467 ,015 .72

3 ,829 ,522 .05

Note : Receipts and expenditure for¡relief supplies are not 
included in this account.
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Table III

Contributions to the ICRC in 1961 from Governments and 
National Red Cross Societies allocated to the Financing 

of Expenditure in 1961

Countries Governments Red Cross Societies

Fr. Fr.

A lb a n ia ........................................................ 700.—
A u s t r a l i a ................................................... 72,681.95 23,927.50
A u s t r i a ........................................................ 16,700.— 2,000.—
B e lg iu m ........................................................ 10,000.— 3,000.—
B r a z i l ............................................................ 9,928.95
B u lg a r ia ........................................................ 2 ,000.—
B u r m a ........................................................ 6,400.— 500.—
C a m b o d ia ................................................... 2,000.—
Canada ........................................................ 62,700.— 32,662.50
Central African Republic ................... 2,110.80
Ceylon ........................................................ 3,020.—
C h i l e ............................................................ 8,627.50 2,500.—
C h in a ............................................................ 10,000.—
C o l o m b i a ................................................... 15,120.— 2,000.—
Costa R i c a ................................................... 480.—
C zech o slo v a k ia .......................................... 3,000.—
D a h o m e y ................................................... 440.—
D e n m a r k ................................................... 10,000.— 2,000.—
D om inican Republic ............................ 2,072.45 1,989.80
Ecuador ................................................... 7,786.15 700.—
E l S a l v a d o r ............................................... 3,053.20 395.65
E th io p ia ........................................................ 1,500.—
F i n l a n d ........................................................ 5,000.— 3,480.—
France ........................................................ 52,300.— 17,500.—
German D em ocratic Republic . . . 5,000.—
German Federal R e p u b l i c ................... 20,000.—
Ghana ............................................................ 1,500.—
Greece ........................................................ 15,000.— 3,750.—
G u a te m a la ................................................... 600.—
H oly  S e e ................................................... 43,250.—
H ungary ................................................... 1,000.— 1,000.—
I c e l a n d ........................................................ 500.—
I n d i a ............................................................ 67,425.— 1,351.50
I n d o n e s ia ................................................... 15,000.—
Iran ............................................................ 20,000.—
Iraq ............................................................ 8,000.— 2,500.—
I r e l a n d ........................................................ 5,500.— 2,417.—
Israel ............................................................ 7,500.—
I t a l y ............................................................ 59,784.50
Japan ........................................................ 21,860.— 15,000.—
Jordan ........................................................ 3 ,624.—
J u g o s la v ia ................................................... 4,000.— 2,000.—
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Countries Governments Red Cross Societies

Fr. Fr.
Korea, Dem ocratic Republic . . . . 2,000.—
Korea, R e p u b l i c ...................................... 7,536.25 3,236.25
Lebanon ........................................................ 4,895.— 1,700.—
L i b e r i a ........................................................ 2,500.—
L iech ten ste in ............................................... 2,500.—
L u x e m b u r g ............................................... 2,000.— 2,250.—
M a d a g a s c a r ............................................... 880.—
M au ritan ia ................................................... 1,320.—
M e x i c o ........................................................ 17,250.— 100.—
M o n a c o ........................................................ 1,500.—
N e t h e r la n d s ............................................... 10,000.— 24,000.—
N ew  Z e a la n d ............................................... 24,420.— 5,974.15
N i g e r i a ........................................................ 5,000.—
N o r w a y ........................................................ 10,000.— 1,000.—
P a k is ta n ........................................................ 3,000.— 2,000.—
P e r u ............................................................. 2,156.25
P h ilip p in e s ................................................... 4,315.— 3,840.—
P o l a n d ........................................................ 15,000.— 6,000.—
P o r tu g a l ........................................................ 10,000.—
Rhodesia & N y a s a l a n d ........................ 3,027.50
R u m a n i a ................................................... 4,000.—
San M a r i n o ............................................... 1,000.— 500.—
S p a i n ............................................................. 8,000.— 1,800.—
S w e d e n ........................................................ 25,035.—
S w it z e r la n d ............................................... 500,000.—
Thailand .................................................... 15,000.— 2,453.99
T u n i s i a ........................................................ 1,500.— 1,500.—
T u r k e y ........................................................ 33,841.60 11,800.—
Union of South A fr ic a ............................ 36,300.— 15,044.75
U nited Arab R e p u b lic ............................ 30,000.—
U nited K in g d o m ...................................... 48,500.— 24,160.—
U nited S t a t e s .......................................... 107,625.—
Republic of Upper V o l t a ................... 1,754.—
U SSR  ........................................................ 16,268.—
V e n e z u e la .................................................... 19,407.80
V iet Nam , Dem ocratic R epublic . . 1,750.—
V iet Nam , R e p u b lic ................................. 1,743.34

1,403,866.65 412,355.68

In  addition, the ICRC received in 1961 the follow ing am ounts concerning 
previous years, which were passed to  the Reserve for General R isks A ccount :

Countries Governments Red Cross Societies

E th io p ia ........................................................
I r a q .................................................................
T u n i s i a ........................................................
U nited Arab R e p u b lic ............................

Fr.

8,000.—
1,500.—

30,000.—

Fr.
1,500.—

39,500.— 1,500.—
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Table IV

SUMMARY OF GENERAL ACCOUNT FOR RELIEF ACTIONS IN 1961

Sw. Fr. Sw. Fr.

B a l a n c e  c a r r ie d  f o r w a r d  a s  fr o m  D e c e m b e r  31, 1960 ................................. 1 ,915,581.11

Funds not yet a ss ig n e d ....................................................................................................................
Funds e a r m a r k e d .............................................................................................................................
Funds for current relief a c t i o n s .................................................................................................

723 ,479 .37
189 ,361 .04

1 ,002 ,740 .70

Total as above . . .
Plus :

R e c e i p t s  i n  1961
Funds received by  the ICRC or placed at its disposal for relief actions of various 

descriptions :
(a )  D onations not allocated for specific purposes :

N et product of the collection in Switzerland (1961) .................................
Sundry gifts and r e f u n d s ..............................................................................

1,915,581.11

694 ,267 .72
299 .—

(b)  Funds received by  the ICRC from various donors (com munities or in
dividuals) for specific a c t i o n s ......................................................................

694 ,566 .72

2 ,2 9 6 ,6 4 6 .2 4 2 ,991 ,212 .96

to be deducted :
E x p e n d it u r e  in  1961
Sundry purchases, expenditure on delegations and missions incurred for relief actions

4 ,906 ,794 .07

3 ,030 ,950 .30

B ala n c e  as on  D ec e m b e r  31, 1961
(Balance of funds for relief actions apportioned as follows) :
Funds not y e t a ss ig n e d .............................................................................................
Funds e a r m a r k e d ....................................................................................................
Funds for current relief a c t i o n s ..............................................................................

1 ,875 ,843 .77

752 ,313 .39
243,969.61
879 ,560 .77

Total as above . . . 1,875 ,843 .77



ESTIMATES OF RECEIPTS AND EXPENDITURE FOR 1962 

SPECIAL FUNDS



IN T E R N A T IO N A L  COMMITTEE

SUMMARY OF ESTIMATED ORDINARY

E x p e n d i t u r e

O v e r h e a d  E x p e n s e s

Sw. Fr.

Allowances, salaries and w a g e s ............................................................................... 2,017,100.—

F am ily  allowances and social c h a r g e s ................................................................. 435,200.—

Postage, telegram s, te le p h o n e .................................................................................... 65,500.—

Equipm ent, m aintenance and general supplies ............................................... 168,700.—

U pkeep of cars and l o r r i e s ........................................................................................ 10,000.—

R eception of visitors and travelling expenses in  S w itzer la n d ........................ 15,000.—

Sundry e x p e n s e s ........................................................................................................... 55,000.—

O t h e r  E x p e n s e s

Publications, I n f o r m a t i o n ......................................................................................... 146,700.—

A llowances for expenses, mem bers of the Presidential C o u n c il ................... 43,800.—

R ed Cross Conferences and m e e t in g s ...................................................................... 63,000.—

E xpert C o m m it te e s ....................................................................................................... 20,000.—

Study-visits and special tr a n s la t io n s ...................................................................... 15,000.—

M issions from G e n e v a .................................................................................................. 100,000.—

D elegations a b r o a d ...................................................................................................... 147,000.—

3,302,000.—

N o t e  : T he above estim ates do not include any margin for extraordinary expenditure 
w hich international circum stances m ight m ake it  necessary for the ICRC to  assum e during 
th e  budgetary period.
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OF THE RED CROSS Table V

EXPENDITURE AND RECEIPTS OF THE ICRC FOR 1962

R e c e i p t s
Sw. Fr.

Contributions from G o v e r n m e n ts ........................................................................... 1,356,000.—

Contributions from N ational R ed Cross S o c i e t i e s .......................................... 418,000.—

D onations and r e im b u r se m e n ts ............................................................................... 411,000.—

Incom e from funds i n v e s t e d .................................................................................... 383,600.—

Sundry r e c e ip t s ................................................................................................................ 16,000.—

2,584,600.—

The insufficiency of receipts would thus am ount t o ......................................

^ x\

717,400.—

3,302,000.—
s
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Table VI

1. FOUNDATION FOR THE INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE 
OF THE RED CROSS

B A L A N C E  S H E E T  A S  O N  D E C E M B E R  31, 1961

ASSETS
F r Fr.

G overnm ent securities :
Credit entered in 
the Swiss Confe
deration N atio 
nal D ebt R egis
ter, valued at par 827,000.—
(Market value :
Fr. 843,440.— )

Securities depo
sited a t the Swiss 
N ational Bank,
valued a t par 245,000.—  1,072,000.—■ 
(Market value :
Fr. 244,300.— )

D eposit a t the Swiss N ational
Bank, G e n e v a ........................ 64,015.32

Adm inistration fédérale des 
contributions, Berne (tax  
paid in advance to  be re
funded) ...................................... 8,102.05

International Com m ittee of the  
R ed Cross : Funds in current 
account ..................................... 8,522.80  

1,152,640.17

L IA B IL IT IE S
Fr. Fr.

Inalienable cap ita l........................ 1,028,252.52

Inalienable reserve fund :
Balance brought 
forward from
1960 .........................  118,844.45

Statutory alloca
tion  of 15 % on 
incom e in  1961

Plus value on 
sales of stock . .

5,523.05

20.15 124,387.65

1,152,640.17

R E C E I P T S  A N D  E X P E N D I T U R E  A C C O U N T  FOR 1961

E X P E N D IT U R E

D eposit fees for safe custody of 
securities, auditors’ fees and  
various e x p e n s e s ...................

S tatu tory  allocation to  inalien
able reserve fund : 15 % of 
th e  net revenue in 1961 
(art. 8 of the S ta tu tes). . .

A llocation to  the ICRC of bal
ance of net revenue for 1961 
(Art. 7 of the Statutes) . .

Fr.

282.—

5,523.05

31,297.20
37,102.25

R E C E IPT S

R evenue from securities in 
1 9 6 1 ..........................................

Fr.

37,102.25

37,102.25
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2. AUGUSTA FUND

B A L A N C E  S H E E T  A S  O N  D E C E M B E R  31, 1961

Swiss Governm ent securities, 
valued a t par (Market value 
Fr. 120,000.— ) ........................

D eposit a t the Swiss N ational 
Bank, G e n e v a ........................

A dm inistration fédérale des 
contributions, Berne (tax  
paid in advance to  be re
funded) ......................................

Fr.

120,000 .—

9,512.05

972.—
130,484.05

L IA B IL IT IE S
Fr.

Inalienable c a p i t a l ...................  100,000.—

R eserve for fluctuation in value 18,178.45

Funds available on Decem ber 
31, 1 9 6 1 ......................................

Total value of funds . .

Creditors (allocations still to  be 
d is t r ib u t e d ) ............................

7,305.60

125.484.05

5,000.—

130.484.05

R E C E I P T S  A N D  E X P E N D I T U R E  A C C O U N T  F O R  1961

E X P E N D IT U R E
Fr.

D eposit fees for safe 
custody of securities, 
auditors’ fees and va
rious expenses . . .

Balance available on  
Decem ber 31, 1961 : 
Balance brought for
ward from the previ
ous y e a r ...................

E xcess of receipts 
over expenditure in  
1 9 6 1 ............................

Fr.

143.—

3,956.60

3,349.—  7,305.60  
7,448.60

R E C E IPT S

Incom e from securities in  1961
Fr.

3,492.-

Balance brought forward from
1960 ....................................................  3,956.60

7,448.60
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3. EMPRESS SHÔKEN FUND

ASSETS

Swiss Public Securities esti
m ated a t par (Stock E x 
change value 461,250.— )

Cash at the Swiss N ational 
Bank, G eneva.............................

Adm inistration fédérale des con
tributions, Berne. (Tax a t 
source, to  be reclaimed) . .

B A L A N C E  S H E E T  A S  O N  D E C E M B E R  31, 1961

FU N D S &  L IA B IL IT IE S
Sw. Fr.

458,000.—

13,350.20

3,861.70

475,211.90

Inalienable cap ita l........................
Provision for m arket fluctua

tions ...............................................
B alance brought forward from

1960 ...............................................
S tatutory attribution  
on the incom e in 1961 693.70  
Less :
A ctual adm inistra
tive  costs in 1961 . . 571.70

Funds available according to  
accounts as on Decem ber 31,
1960 ...............................................
T otal am ount of fund . . .

Creditor (allocation to  be w ith 
drawn) ..........................................

International Com m ittee of Red  
Cross A ssets on Current a/c . .

Sw. Fr.
346,250.—

106,747.10

210.55

332.55

13,472,05
466,801.70

6 ,000 .—

2,410.20
475,211.90

I N C O M E  A N D  E X P E N D I T U R E  A C C O U N T  F OR  1961 1

E X P E N D IT U R E

40th distribution of allocations 
to  three N ational Red Cross 
Societies, in accordance w ith  
the decision of the Join t Com
mission, April 11, 1961 . . . 

A llocation of 5 % of 1961 incom e 
to  adm inistration of Fund, in 
accordance w ith  A rticle 7 of
the R e g u la t io n s ........................

Funds available as on Decem ber 
31, 1961 :
Balance brought 
forward from 1960 13,292.35 

Surplus receipts over
expenditure in 1961 179.70

Sw. Fr.

13,000.-

693.60

13,472.05
27,165.75

R EC EIPTS

Incom e in 1961 on investm ents  
Plus balance brought forward 

from 1960 ......................................

Sw. Fr.
13,873.40

13,292.35

27,165.75

1 The accounts of the Empress Shôken Fund h ave  been verified by  the Société Fidu
ciaire Ofor S.A ., Geneva, and found to  be accurate as per their R eport dated February 2, 1962.
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4. FLORENCE NIGHTINGALE MEDAL FUND

B A L A N C E  S H E E T  A S  O N  D E C E M B E R  31, 1961

L IA B IL IT IE S
Fr.

Swiss Governm ent securities, va l
ued a t  par (Market value  
Fr. 31,680.— ) ............................

D eposit a t the Swiss N ational 
Bank, G e n e v a ............................

A dm inistration fédérale des 
contributions, Berne (tax paid  
in advance to  be refunded)

32,000.—

937.40

259.20

33,196.60

Capital

R eserve :
Balance brought for
ward from 1960 . .
E xcess of receipts 
over expenditure in  
1 9 6 1 ............................

Fr.

2,309.79

Fr.
25,000.—

90.60 2,400.39

Total value of funds  . . .

International Com m ittee o f the  
R ed Cross :
Funds in current account . .

27,400.39

5,796.21
33,196.60

R E C E I P T S  A N D  E X P E N D I T U R E  A C C O U N T  F O R  1961

E X P E N D IT U R E

Printing costs. Circular N o. 433 . .

Purchase and distribution costs, 
Florence N ightingale M edal (18th  
award) ...............................................

Auditors’ fees, deposit fees for safe 
custody of securities, bank fees 
and various e x p e n s e s ...................

Total expenses. . .

Excess o f receipts over expenditure  
in 1961....................................................

Fr.
230.—

498.10

112.50

840.60

90.60
931.20

R E C E IPT S

Incom e from securities in 1961
Fr.

931.20

931.20
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Publications of the 
International Committee of the Red Cross

Fr.

5—

3.50

1.50

1.50 

2.25

Commentaries published under the general editorship of 
Jean S . Pictet

15—  
12—

20—
15—

35—
SO

SO—  
25—

8—  
14—

7—

Joint Publications of the ICRC and the League 
of Red Cross Societies

The Geneva Conventions. Illustrated handbook containing a collection 
of the chief texts and an outline of the organization of the Red Cross.
1961, 66 pp................................................................................................. 2.25

Congo medical Relief (also In French and Spanish), 1961, ln-8, 29 pp. ill. . 2.50

A catalogue of publications in French, English, Spirfysh and German will be
forwarded postage-paid on request:
7 Avenue de la Paix, G eneva (Switzerland) -  Postai . .¿que Account No. 1 .1767

I. Geneva Convention for the Amelioration of the Condition of the 
Wounded and Sick in Armed Forces In the Field. 1952,8vo 466 pp. bound

paper-back
II. Geneva Convention for the Amelioration of Wounded, Sick and Ship

wrecked Members of Armed Forces at Sea. 1960, 8vo, 320 pp. bound
paper-back

III. Geneva Convention relative to the Treatment of Prisoners of War. 1960, 
8vo, 764 pp........................................................................................ bound

paper-back
IV. Geneva Convention relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons In 

Time of War. 1958, 8vo, 660 pp........................................................ bound
paper-back

The Geneva Conventions of August12,1949 (also In French and Spanish
1949, in-8, 249 pp........................................................................................
H uber Max — La pensée et l'action de la Croix-Rouge, 1954, in-8 376 pp.
P icte t, Je a n  S. — Red Cross Principles. Preface by Max Huber 
(also In French, Spanish, German). 1956, ln-8,154 pp.............................

Annual Reports 1949 and 1950 French, English, Spanish, 1951 French, 
English, Spanish, German, 1952, English, Spanish, German, 1953,1954, 
1955,1956,1957,1958,1959,1960,1961 French, English, Spanish, German

annually
Coursier, Henri — The International Red Cross — 1961, 8vo, 131 pp. (also 

In French).................................................................................................
P ictet, Je a n  S . — The laws of war. Extract from the " International Review 

of the Red Cross " (French, English, Spanish, German) 1961, ln-8,11 pp.
The International Committee of the Red Cross. Information pamphlet 

(French, English, Spanish, German, Italian) 1961, in-8, 22 pp., ¡II. . . .
ICRC. The Central Tracing Agency (French, English, Spanish, German, 

Italian) 1961, in-8,22 pp., ill.......................................................................


