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PREFACE

Political observers had given it as their opinion th a t 1960 would 
be “ Africa’s year There was no doubt th a t this was indeed the 
case from m any points of view. I t  also brought new and particularly 
heavy tasks for the Red Cross.

In  fact the International Committee of the Red Cross had to 
undertake its most im portant action of 1960 in the Congo. I t  had to 
face there new and particularly complicated problems which 
demanded from it great efforts of imagination and determination. 
I t  was not spared any of the difficulties in accomplishing this vast 
hum anitarian mission, but if, in spite of every type of obstacle, it 
was able to remain faithful to its ideal in the midst of all the turmoil 
in the Congo, it was not only due to the devotion and the courage of 
its delegates on the spot, but also to a large extent, to the valuable 
co-operation of several National Red Cross, Red Crescent and Red 
Lion and Sun, Societies, as well as of their Federation, the League 
of Red Cross Societies. Our movement, represented by the most 
diverse nationalities, thus gave a magnificent demonstration of 
solidarity and was able to mitigate much of the suffering which had 
been brought on by the stirring events and which we can all recall.

In  reading this report one will be made aware of the develop
ment of this action in the Congo, bu t one will also find m any of the 
other multiple tasks described which were undertaken by our 
institution in the most varied regions throughout the world. For 
there were still m any other situations which required the interven
tion of the ICRC. The report will show how it acquitted itself in 
carrying out these different hum anitarian missions. I t  will, however, 
bring out less clearly how the ICRC had not in certain cases been 
authorized to accomplish its charitable work in favour of suffering 
human beings who had, moreover, the right to count on its assist
ance. In  fact, the hum anitarian ideal of the Red Cross is still far from 
receiving the understanding and support which it deserves. I t  is to 
be hoped th a t readers of this Annual Report will be made aware of 
the necessity of contributing towards the advancement of this ideal 
in the world, by giving their support to the action of the ICRC.

L e o p o l d  B O ISSIE R , 
President





I. PRACTICAL ACTIVITIES

Relief actions

The relief actions carried out by the International Committee 
of the Red Cross1 during 1960 once more illustrate the universality 
of the movement which sprung from Henry D unant’s noble in itiat
ive. They embraced the most distant parts of the world, while their 
character itself was highly varied. In  some cases, they were what 
one m ay term  “ classic ” actions, whereas on other occasions the 
ICRC had to take yet untrodden paths. However, the International 
Committee was always mindful to act in strict accordance with its 
almost 100-year-old tradition and its hum anitarian ideal.

AFRICA

Congo.

The principal activity of the International Committee of the 
Red Cross on the African continent during 1960 was centred in the 
ex-Belgian Congo, where its work was both manifold and varied.

At the very outset of the disturbances which followed the 
proclamation of independence of the Congo, and in agreement with 
the Congolese authorities, two Delegates of the International Com
mittee proceeded to the spot in order to  take the necessary steps to 
help the victims of the events.

The first emergency action carried out by the International Com
m ittee in the Congo aimed at obtaining respect for the Red Cross 
emblem protecting neutral hospital zones set up on the initiative of

1 For the sake of brevity the International Com m ittee of the Red Cross 
will be designated by  the initials ICRC.
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the ICRC Delegation. These zones included, in particular, hospitals 
in Leopoldville and Stanleyville. They met with the approval of all 
concerned and gave the service expected of them 1.

The ICRC representatives also dealt with the evacuation of 
certain civilians wishing to leave the country, who were completely 
cut off from the outside world through living in the bush. Ambulance 
convoys, based on Leopoldville, were sent out to make contacts with 
those persons who were to be evacuated and took them  to assembly 
centres. An aircraft with Red Cross markings carried out similar 
operations in the Stanleyville area. In  addition, the ICRC Delega
tion distributed powdered milk and vitaminized products to the 
Congolese population in the native quarters of Leopoldville.

The success of these various relief actions was in great part due 
to  the co-operation of voluntary workers of the Junior Red Cross in 
the Congo. This organization, formerly under the control of the 
Belgian Red Cross, is composed of young Congolese who are whole
heartedly devoted to the hum anitarian aims of the Red Cross. These 
young people acted as interpreters and intermediaries to the ICRC 
Delegates, to whom they rendered invaluable service on account of 
their knowledge of the country and the local dialects.

Another ICRC Delegate proceeded to Usumbura, in Ruanda- 
Urundi, in order to organize the repatriation of former members of 
the Congolese forces who were in this territory under Belgian rule 
and who had asked to be repatriated to the interior of the Congo 
after being subjected to reprisals by local tribesmen. Accompanied 
by their women and children, they finally reached their home dis
tricts in small groups.

Medical Aid. — The most im portant part of Red Cross action in 
the Congo was the medical aid, which enabled the hospitals of the 
principal towns to continue to provide medical care for the popula
tion. In  July  1960, the Congolese Minister of Public Health notified 
the ICRC Delegate in Leopoldville of his anxiety with regard to the

1 The following D elegates were sent to  the Congo in 1960 (in their order 
of arrival) : Messrs. Charles Ammann, Geoffrey Cassian Senn, Georges Olivet, 
Pierre Gaillard, Louis de Chastonay, Claude Pilloud, Jean-Pierre Schoenholzer, 
Edouard Louis Jaquet, Maurice Thudicum , R ené Fazel, Georges Hoffmann, 
Christian de Sépibus, Melchior Borsinger, Andréas Vischer. Secretaries : 
Miss Eliane Heifer, Mrs. Schoenholzer, Miss Sonja Baumann.
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health position in the country, and in the same m onth the Secretary- 
General of the United Nations, Mr. Hammarskjold, appealed 
through WHO to the International Committee of the Red Cross and 
to  the League of Red Cross Societies to send teams of doctors to the 
Congo in order to fill the gaps caused by the departure of a large 
number of European doctors.

The two international institutions of the Red Cross immediately 
turned to the National Red Cross (Red Crescent, Red Lion and Sun) 
Societies and their appeal met with an instantaneous response.

Two types of teams were needed : on the one hand, those con
sisting of a doctor with surgical skill and a knowledge of tropical 
diseases, accompanied by two nurses, and, on the other hand, those 
consisting of a surgeon, a specialist in tropical diseases and three 
nurses. W ithout being compulsory for the teams as a whole, know
ledge of French was nevertheless recommended for a t least two 
members, including the doctor. I t  was considered th a t the mission 
would last at least three months. Forty-eight hours after this joint 
appeal, nine National Societies had declared themselves prepared to 
send part of the required personnel. The first of these teams, sent by 
the Norwegian Red Cross, arrived in Leopoldville by m ilitary air
craft on Ju ly  25, 1960. Nine others came from the following 
countries : Canada, Denmark, Finland, Iran, the Lebanon, Sweden 
and Yugoslavia. Moreover, a blood-transfusion team  was sent by the 
Netherlands Red Cross. On Ju ly  28, following information received 
from Leopoldville, the World Health Organization urgently re
quested the ICRC and the League to send additional medical teams. 
Indeed, although the medical aid provided by the ten teams already 
on the spot was considerable, it was deemed insufficient and WHO 
therefore requested the International Red Cross for at least an 
equivalent number of additional teams. The ICRC delegates con
firmed this information, gathered by the Congolese Ministry of 
Health, according to which the hospitals of the Kasaï province and 
in particular th a t of the capital in Luluaburg, were completely 
without medical personnel ; it was thought likely th a t reports from 
other provinces would reveal a similar situation.

The ICRC and the League therefore decided to send out a 
second appeal to eighteen National Red Cross Societies which had 
not yet been called upon.
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Together with WHO and the Congolese Government, a plan was 
drawn up whereby the medical teams sent by these National 
Societies would be divided between the principal hospitals of the 
country under the responsibility of the International Committee of 
the Red Cross, which would co-ordinate their action, in agreement 
with WHO and the Congolese authorities ; for its part, the League 
undertook the recruitm ent and transport of these teams, as well as 
all the administrative aspects of their activity : reception and ac
commodation of the teams, financial m atters, personnel, etc.

We reproduce below the terms of the agreement of Ju ly  27,1961, 
between the ICRC and the League, establishing their respective 
spheres of action :

1) In  view of the present situation in the Congo, both institutions 
agreed th a t the ICRC should be responsible for all International 
Red Cross action in th a t country.

2) The League and the ICRC will call upon a certain number of 
National Societies jointly chosen by them to make medical 
teams available for the Congo.

3) The medical teams which will be provided by the National Red 
Cross Societies in response to the League’s appeal will be under 
the direct control of the ICRC, which will co-ordinate their 
activities.

4) In  order to ensure the well-being of the members of medical 
teams and to  deal with internal administrative m atters, it has 
been agreed th a t the League will send a representative to the 
Congo. This liaison representative will act in conjunction with 
the ICRC Delegation, which he will keep fully informed of his 
activities. He will confine himself there to the object of his mis
sion as defined above.

5) Medical teams of the National Societies in the Congo will retain 
complete independence in all medical and scientific matters. 
They will, however, receive general directives from the ICRC 
Delegation regarding their work, in accordance with agreements 
which it will make with the local authorities, the representatives 
of WHO and, if necessary, with the United Nations forces.

The first phase of the action was the arrival and posting of the 
teams. An ICRC delegate accompanied them to their posts, in
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troduced them  to the local civil and m ilitary authorities and super
vised their installation. W ithout exception, they all took up their 
work immediately, thus replacing at a moment’s notice and with 
remarkable courage the doctors who had been obliged by the cir
cumstances to leave the country. They were well received by the 
population and thus did not suffer unduly as a result of the dis
turbances which were convulsing various parts of the Congo. Some 
of the teams had brought a certain amount of surgical supplies and 
medicaments, while others were provided with these supplies by the 
Central Congolese Medical and Pharmaceutical Depot (DCMP). 
Moreover, nearly all of them  found adequate hospital equipment on 
the spot and in some cases this was even highly satisfactory.

Among the teams which remained in Leopoldville, one (from the 
Netherlands) took over the Blood Transfusion Service of the Con
golese Red Cross. On the initiative of the International Committee 
of the Red Cross, another team  (an Iranian doctor and two Greek 
nurses) was placed at the disposal of the Medical Service of the 
Congolese Army for duties in m ilitary camps in the capital.

This voluntary assistance undertaken on behalf of the Congolese 
people represented a far from trifling contribution on the part of the 
Red Cross movement. Based on a three m onths’ period, the cost may 
be estimated at not less than  150,000 dollars.

Once the teams had been installed, the second phase began : that 
of the actual medical activity. In  this connection, the ICRC Delega
tion in Leopoldville endeavoured to remain as closely in touch as 
possible with the teams posted in the various parts of the Congo. 
The United Nations placed a special aircraft a t the disposal of the 
Delegation in order to ensure permanent contact with the teams and 
transport all necessary supplies, especially medicaments.

By O ctober 15, 1960, the medical action comprised 28 teams of a 
to tal strength of nearly a hundred persons, including 52 doctors, 
aided by nurses, analysts, anaesthetists, interpreters, etc. These 
teams came from the following 20 countries : Australia, Canada, 
Czechoslovakia, Denmark, Finland, German Democratic Republic, 
German Federal Republic, Greece, India, Iran, Ireland, Japan, 
Netherlands, Norway, Pakistan, Poland, Sweden, United Arab 
Republic, Venezuela and Yugoslavia.

Originally, this emergency action was planned to last three
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months, concluding therefore a t the end of October 1960. However, 
the position at th a t time still demanded the presence of numerous 
teams.

Due to governmental instability and financial difficulties, the 
Congolese Government and WHO, which, in its capacity as a 
specialized agency of the United Nations, acted as adviser to it, had 
not yet been able to carry into effect their plans for relieving the 
Red Cross teams by doctors under contract to  the Congolese 
Government.

The International Committee of the Red Cross and the League of 
Red Cross Societies therefore announced in a joint communiqué on 
October 28, 1960 th a t fourteen National Red Cross (Red Crescent, 
Red Lion and Sun) Societies had already agreed to  extend their 
medical team s’ stay  by three months.

Other National Societies subsequently announced their inten
tion of joining in the action or of extending the duration of their 
team s’ mission, so th a t by the end of December 1960 medical teams 
from the following countries continued to work in the Congo : 
Australia, Austria, Canada, Czechoslovakia, Denmark, Finland, 
German Democratic Republic, German Federal Republic, India, 
Iran, Ireland, New Zealand, Norway, Pakistan, Poland, Sweden 
and Yugoslavia.

The medical teams of the National Red Cross Societies at work 
in the Congo, sometimes under the most trying conditions, displayed 
tru ly  admirable enterprise. Their activity is, in the widest sense, a 
tribute to  the efficiency and universality of our common emblem 
and, as the year 1960 drew to a close, the President of the ICRC, 
Mr. Leopold Boissier, sent them the following message :

During the year which is now drawing to its end there has been 
a unique achievement in the history of the universal movement 
founded by the International Committee of the Red Cross.

It is in fact the first time that our institution—now approaching 
its centenary—has had to deal with medical aid on such a wide scale 
throughout a whole country. It is the first time also that, with the 
help of the League, it has had recourse to the co-operation of National 
Red Cross Societies for an action of this description.

By your devotion to your humanitarian task in particularly diffi
cult circumstances, you honour the Red Cross to which the whole 
world turns with increasing admiration.
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My colleagues join me in saying how proud we are to be able to 
rely upon all of you who, far from your homes and your own countries, 
are pursuing your charitable work on the threshold of the New Year.

I am sending you my heart-felt wishes for your and your families’ 
happiness and the successful issue of your mission, and my sincere 
thanks to all.

Tracing of missing persons. — See the report of the Central 
Tracing Agency on its activities in the Congo, page 27.

Relief action on behalf of refugees. — In the Southern Kasai 
region, where tribal conflicts had broken out, Baluba tribesmen 
living in territories mainly occupied by the Lulua fled as the result 
of frequent attacks. They took refuge in areas occupied solely by 
Balubas, especially in the Bakwanga district. No official census has 
been taken of these refugees, bu t their numbers were estimated at 
almost 100,000. Their food and health situation had deteriorated to 
the point of famine. Working in co-operation with the emergency 
supply service of the United Nations, the Delegation of the In ter
national Committee of the Red Cross in the Congo therefore pro
ceeded, in the face of serious difficulties, to distribute forty tons of 
foodstuffs. These relief supplies, provided by UNO, were transported 
by aircraft from Leopoldville to Luluaburg and then from Luluaburg 
to Bakwanga. All these consignments were accompanied by an 
ICRC delegate, who, in addition, organized and supervised their 
distribution to the refugees. However, owing to military operations 
in this area, the relief action had temporarily to be interrupted due 
to insecurity and disturbances.

At the end of the year, after its delegates had carried out an 
inspection mission on the spot, the ICRC studied, jointly with the 
United Nations, ways in which the large numbers of Baluba re
fugees still in the South Kasaï region, and suffering acute famine, 
could be aided. In  view of the manifold needs, the United Nations 
assumed the responsibility for the ensuing relief action, to which 
various National Red Cross Societies chose to associate themselves, 
with the participation of the League.

The development of the Red Cross in the Congo. — The ICRC 
Delegation also offered its services to the young Congolese Red
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Cross a t present in the making. Until the beginning of 1960, this 
Society was a branch of the Belgian Red Cross and is now being re
organized. The ICRC Delegation and the Society approached the 
Congolese Government jointly in order to obtain its accession to the 
Geneva Conventions and the official recognition of the young 
National Society. I t  should also be pointed out here tha t members of 
the Congolese Junior Red Cross performed magnificent work at the 
beginning of Ju ly  in connection with the wholesale evacuation of 
European civilians. In  August they resumed and extended the milk 
and vitam in distributions in the main districts of the town of 
Leopoldville, which was made possible by an initial gift from the 
ICRC, followed by regular donations from the emergency supply 
service of UNICEF. The Congolese Red Cross also gave the ICRC 
Delegation invaluable help in connection with the above-mentioned 
activities.

Detainees. — From the outset of the disturbances in the Congo, 
the ICRC endeavoured to come to the aid of m ilitary prisoners, as 
well as of those who had been arrested and imprisoned on political 
grounds. Numerous steps which the ICRC representatives in the 
Congo undertook in this connection met with success. The ICRC 
Delegation thus took part in the release and repatriation from 
Leopoldville to  Brussels of fifteen members of Belgian m ilitary per
sonnel wounded during the second half of August. An ICRC doctor 
escorted them  from the hospital in Leopoldville until their arrival in 
Brussels.

Moreover, on various visits to the interior, the ICRC delegates 
also intervened on behalf of Congolese political prisoners, in 
particular in Stanleyville and Luluaburg. On several occasions, 
ICRC representatives visited penitentiaries and negotiated and 
obtained the release of detainees, while in other cases they pro
visioned prisons where food supplies were low as a result of the 
events.

In  December, delegates visited the Luzumu prison in Leopold
ville (where they spoke with politicians from the Eastern Province) 
and the Lula Farming School near Stanleyville, where several per
sonalities of the Leopoldville Government were held. On December 
27, the Doctor-Delegate of the ICRC was allowed to enter the
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H ardy Military Camp at Thysville, where he spoke with Mr. Patrice 
Lumumba and those who were detained with him.

Moreover, an ICRC delegate in K atanga obtained permission 
from Mr. Tschombé’s Government to visit the Buluo and Kasapa 
prisons, where over a thousand political prisoners were held.

Generally speaking, the ICRC endeavoured to visit all the politi
cal prisoners who had been brought to its a ttention in all parts of the 
Congo, regardless of the detainees’ political leanings, race and 
standing.

Federation of Rhodesia and Nyasaland

The ICRC Delegate in the Federation of Rhodesia and Nyasa
land, Mr. G. C. Senn, continued to visit persons held in connection 
with the disturbances of the previous year. Thus, in April and May, 
the delegate went to the Domasi and Zomba prisons and to  the 
Kanjedza camp, then, in November and December, to  the Marandel- 
las prison and the centre of assigned residence at Gokwe. In each of 
these establishments, he was able to  examine detention conditions 
freely and speak without witnesses to the prisoners.

Cameroon

Dr. Ernest Gloor, Vice-President, represented the ICRC at the 
celebrations which marked the proclamation of independence of 
Cameroon on January  1, 1960 at Yaoundé. He was received by the 
Head of the Government, Mr. Ahmadou Ahidjo, and also made use 
of his stay by promoting the creation of a Red Cross Society in 
Cameroon, whose statutes were a t th a t time under consideration. 
The ICRC subsequently sent a consignment of dressings and special 
pharmaceutical products to the Central Hospital of Yaoundé.

Algeria

The ICRC continued its activity in Algeria during 1960 as in 
previous years. Although the work became more difficult due to the 
nature of the hostilities, it was possible to give efficient assistance to 
some victims of these circumstances.
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Assistance to detained persons in French hands

a) In Algeria. — The ICRC was not able in 1960, as it had done 
in previous years, to send a mission to Algeria in order to  visit 
prisons and camps where persons arrested as a result of the events 
were detained. The French authorities, in fact, informed the Com
m ittee th a t due to re-organization of certain places of detention, in 
particular of the assembly and screening centres, such a mission 
should be postponed until the beginning of 1961 1. The ICRC never
theless continued to aid detained and interned persons by sending 
them  various relief supplies. Through its permanent delegate in 
Algiers (Mr. Roger Vust) and, in certain cases, through the French 
Red Cross, 15,000 packets of cigarettes as well as clothing for a 
value of 16,000 Swiss francs were distributed to them.

b) In France. -— During the past year, ICRC delegates con
tinued their activities on behalf of Algerian detainees and internees 
in France. Two series of visits to places of detention were carried 
out. In  February, March and April, the centres of assigned residence 
in Neuville-sur-Ain, Saint-Maurice l’Ardoise (Gard), Larzac (Dor
dogne) and Vedenay (Seine-et-Mame) were visited. At the beginning 
of the summer, they visited about twenty prisons in various parts of 
France, as well as the Centre d’identification judiciaire a t Vincennes. 
They inspected detention conditions and, as is the usual practice, 
were able to speak freely and without witnesses to detainees of their 
choosing. Following these visits, the delegates subm itted various 
requests and made suggestions concerning detention conditions. 
Moreover, after each visit, a general report was presented to the 
French Government.

Since the prisoners had been authorized to organize school 
courses among themselves, the ICRC supplied needy detainees with 
articles of stationery. I t  subsequently sent them textbooks, in 
particular grammar, geography, history, literature and science 
handbooks. The to tal value of these gifts amounted to about
10,000 Swiss francs.

1 The visits took  place at th at tim e and will be described in the n ext 
Annual Report.
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In  addition, 2,000 pairs of rubber boots, were distributed to 
persons interned in the screening centres and 5,000 packets of 
cigarettes to those in hospital.

Finally, the authorities were approached in a large number of 
individual cases, both in France and in Algeria, concerning de
tainees, internees, missing persons, requests for relief, etc.

Assistance to resettled populations. — As it has been doing since 
1957, the ICRC continued to come to the aid of those (particularly 
women and children) living in resettlem ent centres. In  January, 
thanks to donations received in Switzerland, vitam in products and 
medicaments, of a value of 20,000 French francs (new), were dis
patched to the Committee of the French Red Cross in Algiers. These 
relief supplies were then distributed in the centres by travelling 
teams of this Society in the presence of an ICRC delegate. At the 
same time, in reply to a request from the Committee of the French 
Red Cross a t Tizi Ouzou, the ICRC sent about a thousand tins of 
condensed milk, also intended for persons who had been resettled.

In  November, various gifts enabled the ICRC to send greater 
amounts of relief supplies to this category of victims of the events. 
Foodstuffs (35 tons of powdered milk and 2 1/2 tons of soup powder, 
of a total value of 175,000 Swiss francs) were placed at the disposal 
of the French Red Cross, which distributed them  through its 
travelling teams and local committees among resettlem ent camps.

From November 28 to December 18 an ICRC mission (con
sisting of Mr. P. Gaillard, Mr. R. Vust and Mr. J . Muralti) went to 
the spot to organize this distribution.

Accompanied by representatives of the French Red Cross, the 
delegates visited about tw enty resettlem ent centres. They were able 
to note th a t the nurses of the French travelling teams were perform
ing large-scale medico-social duties, visiting one centre after another 
and looking after women and children with the aid of lorries equip
ped as mobile dispensaries.

Assistance to prisoners in the hands of the ALN. — During 1960, 
the ICRC continued ceaselessly to take steps on behalf of French 
prisoners captured by the Algerian Armée de libération nationale. 
Thus, at the end of January  1960, the General Delegate of the ICRC
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in the Near East, Mr. D. de Traz, visited Tunis in order to obtain a 
satisfactory response from the GPRA to the general proposals set 
forth by the International Committee in May 1958 to " humanize ” 
the Algerian conflict. At the same time, he backed a large number of 
requests for information from the Central Tracing Agency concern
ing French m ilitary and civilians who were missing or presumed 
captured by the ALN. None of these steps met with success.

On June 11, the GPRA notified the ICRC of its decision to 
accede to the Geneva Conventions of August 12, 1949. W ithout tak 
ing a stand on the legal aspect of this accession, the ICRC took note 
of this response as a positive answer to its memorandum of May 
1958. I t  therefore renewed its approaches to the GPRA and to its 
representatives with a view to implementing the practical results 
which this accession would have for aiding prisoners in the hands of 
the ALN : dispatch of nominal lists of these prisoners as well as 
family messages, creation of an information agency, authorization 
for visits by ICRC delegates. By the end of 1960, the steps under
taken by the International Committee had unfortunately not yet 
led to any result. The ICRC greatly regrets the unfruitful nature of 
its efforts, but will nevertheless continue its endeavours.

NEAR AND MIDDLE EAST 

United Arab Republic

The ICRC delegation in Cairo, headed by Mr. E. Muller, con
tinued its activities on behalf of stateless persons wishing to leave 
the country. In  1960, thanks to the intervention of the delegation, 
about a thousand emigrants, for the most part Jews, were able to 
leave Egypt for different countries, principally France, Brazil and 
the United States.

As departures became fewer it was possible to reduce the effec
tive strength of the delegation and two members returned to 
Geneva.

In  May, during his mission to the Middle East, Mr. F. Siordet, a 
member of the ICRC, stayed in Cairo and Alexandria in order to
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review the activities of the ICRC delegation with Mr. Muller. On 
this occasion, he had talks with several personalities of the U.A.R. 
Government.

Iran

The ICRC was invited to take part in the X V Ith International 
Congress of Military Medicine and Pharmacy, held in Teheran from 
25th April to 1st May 1960, and was represented by one of its Vice- 
Presidents, Mr. F. Siordet, who attended the sessions as an observer. 
During his stay  in the Iranian capital, the la tte r had talks with 
Dr. Naficy, Secretary-General of the Iranian Red Lion and Sun 
Society.

Israel

In  January  1960 the ICRC General Delegate in the Near East, 
Mr. de Traz, visited Israel for talks with Government representa
tives. During his stay he visited Ramleh prison where he saw 
Mustapha Farhat, the Arab detainee for whom the ICRC had pre
viously had an artificial limb manufactured. The same prison was 
visited again in November by Dr. Bernath, ICRC honorary delegate 
in Israel.

Another Arab detainee Ahmed Ali Osman, was authorised to 
receive family parcels from Egypt and the ICRC undertook to send 
them  to him. Finally a number of family messages were exchanged 
between Israel and the neighbouring Arab countries as a result of 
ICRC intervention.

General Delegation for the Near East

On the 8th March 1960, Mr. David de Traz, ICRC General 
Delegate in the Near East since the end of 1956, had to  return to 
Geneva for prolonged medical treatm ent. Shortly beforehand he had 
visited Baghdad, where he contacted a number of Iraqi personalities 
notably Mr. Hashim Jawad, Minister for Foreign Affairs, and the 
Director of the Iraqi Red Crescent.

The ICRC finally came to the conclusion th a t it was no longer
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necessary to m aintain a perm anent general delegation in the Near 
East and consequently the position of General Delegate was 
abolished.

FAR EAST

Japan

The repatriation of Koreans resident in Japan  which began in 
December 1959 1 continued throughout 1960. The ICRC special 
mission, set up in Tokyo in 1959, has continued to lend its services 
to  the Japanese Red Cross during the operations and preparations 
which preceded each embarkation for the Democratic People’s 
Republic of Korea.

As in 1959, the ICRC delegates went to the registration offices of 
the Japanese Red Cross set up in prefectures or town-halls. They 
were present during the registration of Korean families which ex
pressed the wish to leave Japan and they gave the Japanese officials 
concerned any advice which was requested of them  on the applica
tion of the instructions issued by the National Red Cross Society. 
In  fact, the repatriation of unaccompanied children of less than 
16 years has frequently caused problems which the Japanese Red 
Cross and the ICRC special mission have endeavoured to resolve in 
the best interest of the child, taking into account Japanese legisla
tion  as well as the ways and customs of the Korean people. In 
addition, the ICRC delegates made sure th a t no pressure was put on 
candidates for repatriation, either to leave for North Korea or to 
stay in Japan. There were very few incidents. A small number of 
irregular registrations were cancelled.

Before each embarkation, the special mission closely examined 
the documents which were presented, principally to avoid minors 
under 16 years of age being parted from their parents or leaving 
unaccompanied.

At Niigata, the port of embarkation, the delegates also con
tinued to be present each week at the final interrogation of Koreans, 
a t which the la tte r were invited by a representative of the Japanese

1 See A nnual Report 1959, pp. 16-22
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Red Cross, to  confirm for the last time their willingness to leave 
Japan. A small number of Koreans changed their minds, mostly for 
family reasons. On the other hand, an appreciable contingent of 
Koreans (quite a high percentage of those registered for each vessel) 
failed to turn  up at the time of embarkation. Thus vessels expected 
to  carry a thousand people sometimes sailed with 800, or even 700 
people on board.

The reason for these abstentions was without doubt, a t least in 
part, the uncertainty engendered by the negotiations which took 
place a t Niigata in September for the renewal of the agreement con
cluded in Calcutta on the 13th August 1959 between the Red Cross 
of the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea and the Japanese Red 
Cross, which was to last for 15 months. This agreement was finally 
renewed on the 27th October for one year dating from 13th No
vember. Following this, representatives of the two National Socie
ties met on 24th November, to accelerate the rate  of repatriation by 
allowing 1,200 passengers per week instead of 1,000 from 1st 
March 1961.

By the end of the year, 52,000 people (of whom about 4,000 of 
Japanese nationality) had left Japan for North Korea in 51 convoys.

Thailand

On the 5th January , the first boat repatriating the Vietnamese 
from Thailand to the People’s Republic of Viet Nam left the port of 
Bangkok for Haiphong. An ICRC delegate was present a t departure. 
This repatriation operation, which was carried out in application of 
the agreement concluded in Rangoon on 24th August 1959 in the 
presence of an ICRC delegate, continued at the rate  of about 
1,500 repatriations per month. The Thai Red Cross took part in this, 
notably by organizing the reception of Vietnamese arriving in 
Bangkok from country areas, where they were met by a team  of 
nurses and voluntary aids.

Democratic Republic of Viet Nam

The ICRC continued its interventions regarding the repatriation 
of certain Europeans who had remained in the Democratic Republic
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of Viet Nam after the armistice in 1954. I t thus prepared for the 
return of some people under the jurisdiction of a number of coun
tries of W estern Europe.

Laos

Laos was one of the Asiatic countries with which the ICRC had 
to  occupy itself most in 1960. At the beginning of the year, the relief 
action undertaken on behalf of the victims of the events of 1959 con
tinued with a consignment of condensed milk, layettes and hospital 
beds, which were handed over to  the Laotian Red Cross by the 
ICRC delegate in Saigon.

On the 9th August, a coup d’Etat brought about a recurrence of 
m ilitary activity and from then on the North of the country was 
held by the Pathet-Lao forces, the centre by those of Captain 
Kong-Le, who had seized power in Vientiane and the South by 
those of General Phoumi, a member of the Savannakhet Committee.

As a result of this, communications were broken between 
Vientiane and the province and the Philippine Red Cross ap
proached the ICRC on behalf of Philippine doctors of “ Operation 
Brotherhood ”, a technical assistance organization patronized by the 
Philippines. The ICRC took the necessary steps with the Red Cross 
and the Laotian authorities. These had an immediate effect and the 
doctors who were stationed in the Northern province of Sam-Neua 
were able to return to Vientiane.

In  the meantime, the forces of General Phoumi had launched an 
offensive northwards and engaged the troops of Captain Kong-Le in 
action on the outskirts of Paksé. At the request of the Laotian Red 
Cross, the ICRC sent to Vientiane in November, surgical kits valued 
at 4,000 francs.

At the beginning of December, after Paksé had been taken, 
units of the Royalist army, commanded by General Phoumi, rea
ched the immediate outskirts of Vientiane. A large number of in
habitants then left the town to take refuge in neighbouring villages 
as well as in Nong-Khai (Thailand), on the opposite bank of the 
Mekong. On 13th December, fighting broke out in Vientiane, caus
ing heavy losses amongst the civilian population which had re
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mained on the spot. The hospital of Mahosot, to which a large 
number of wounded were brought, was short of blood plasma and 
medicaments. Several areas were on fire and all communications 
were cut.

On 21 December, Mr. André Durand, head of the ICRC special 
mission in Tokyo, arrived on the spot with a consignment of anti
biotics which he immediately handed over to  the hospital. Shortly 
after, blood plasma sent from Switzerland was also handed over in 
Vientiane, where there also arrived aid from various sources in the 
form of medical personnel, provisions and medicaments.

In  addition to these, with the help of the Laotian Red Cross and 
voluntary aids, the ICRC delegate undertook a relief action for
5,000 people without shelter as a result of the destruction caused by 
the hostilities. These distributions of rice, milk, clothing, mats, 
blankets and household utensils, were carried out by means of 
credits established by the ICRC and a gift of 2,000 dollars from the 
Japanese Red Cross. They were continued in 1961. The National 
Red Cross Societies of Thailand, Cambodia, the Republic of Viet 
Nam (South) and the Democratic Republic of Viet Nam (North) 
also sent aid to Laos.

Nepal

In  agreement with the Government in Kathm andu, the ICRC 
has sent aid to the Tibetan refugees in Nepal. The latter, estimated 
to number about 22,000, are to be found particularly in the valleys 
in the North of the Him alayan Kingdom. The largest groups are in 
Khumbu (the Mount Everest region), in the valley of Thakkhola 
(Mounts Anapurna and Dhaulagiri) and around Wahmgchung 
(North-East of the country).

The first relief from the ICRC to the Tibetan refugees was 
distributed through the intermediary of the Aide suisse à des régions 
extra-européennes. An ICRC delegate, Mr. Charles Ammann, return
ing from Japan, arrived on the spot during June and took part in 
the distributions. The ICRC later called on Mr. Toni Hagen, a 
Swiss geologist who knows Nepal well, and asked him to organize a 
relief action. Mr. Hagen proceeded with the study necessary for the
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accomplishment of his mission and towards the end of the year he 
made reconnaissance flights by helicopter over several regions of 
Nepal in order the better to  evaluate the number of refugees and 
their needs.

China

At the request of the Chinese Red Cross, the ICRC undertook 
several investigations on the subject of missing Chinese fishermen. 
One of its representatives was able to talk  with some of these 
fishermen now residing in Taiwan.

EUROPE 

Greece

In  April, a doctor-delegate of the ICRC, Dr. Jacques de Rouge- 
mont, visited the camp for political exiles a t Aghios Efstratios in the 
Aegean, as well as several hospitals a t which political detainees were 
receiving treatm ent. The ICRC also sent them  relief through the 
Greek Red Cross.

Hungary

In  April, two delegates went to Budapest where the ICRC is 
taking part in equipping a new factory for artificial limbs for 
invalids.

Furthermore, representations which have been made by the 
ICRC for the reuniting of dispersed Hungarian families were suc
cessful in certain cases, and several children were thus able to  rejoin 
their parents abroad. I t was also possible for some heads of families 
living abroad to transm it allowances for their children who had 
remained in Hungary.

Finally, the ICRC, through the intermediary of the Hungarian 
Red Cross, continued to despatch special pharmaceutical products 
to private individuals.
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VISITS TO POLITICAL DETAINEES

As we have stated in previous Annual Reports, the ICRC has 
continued to visit places of detention in countries where authorities 
have granted it the necessary facilities. The delegate of the ICRC 
inspected the detention conditions of persons held, even when no 
civil war or internal disturbances had taken place. Reports of visits 
were made on behalf of those governments which, as a result, re
ceived im partial observations and facts which were of use to  their 
administrative services. Visits made by the representatives of the 
International Committee have nothing of an enquiry about them, 
but are neutral reports whose conclusions are only revealed to the 
detaining authorities.

Federal German Republic and West Berlin. —  In the German 
Federal Republic, the delegate of the ICRC (Mr. H. G. Beckh) made 
15 visits to places of detention and was able to  speak without 
witnesses with 59 detained persons.

The authorities greatly facilitated his task  and favourably wel
comed all his observations. The A ttorney General of the Republic 
on several occasions discussed the various aspects of the problem 
which had been raised.

In  West Berlin, the delegate of the ICRC was received by re
presentatives of the Law Senate. He visited two places of detention 
and spoke freely and without witnesses with 30 detainees. He made 
his observations known to the officials of the penal Service, which 
were favourably received.

Yugoslavia

The ICRC was also able to continue its activity in favour of 
political detainees in th a t country. The State Secretary for Home 
Affairs and his assistant informed the delegate of the ICRC th a t the 
Yugoslav Government was disposed to facilitate his task  and al
lowed him to make a choice of the places of detention which he 
wished to visit. They stated tha t the Yugoslav authorities were 
doing their best to ensure th a t the conditions of detention fulfilled 
every hum anitarian requirement and conformed to the spirit of the
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Geneva Conventions, even if these are not always able to be strictly 
applied.

The delegate then visited six places of detention, where he spoke 
individually with some fifty political prisoners. He forwarded his 
observations to the authorities who agreed to allow the representa
tive of the ICRC to return to Yugoslavia for a new series of visits 
in 1961.

THE REUNITING OF FAMILIES

Since the end of the last world conflict, the ICRC, as has been 
frequently stated in previous Annual Reports, has been able to 
reunite members of the same families dispersed by the war and its 
afterm ath. I t  has thus been able to return minors to their parents 
and to help married couples or other members of families to find 
each other.

This activity has been chiefly carried out in favour of persons of 
German stock (" Volksdeutsche ") and, in 1960, more than 15,000 
adults and minors in this category were able to rejoin their families 
in various countries of Europe and overseas. The to tal number of 
persons who have thus been reunited has reached a figure of over 
388,000.

This action is being continued in co-operation with the National 
Red Cross Societies concerned. In  certain cases the Societies carry 
out the actual work and keep the ICRC informed of the results which 
have been achieved. In  other countries a part of the task is under
taken by the International Committee.

Finally, it should be mentioned th a t the reuniting of “ Volks
deutsche ” children from Yugoslavia has been successfully com
pleted under favourable conditions. Unaccompanied minors were 
able to rejoin near relatives abroad, thanks to the Yugoslav Red 
Cross and to the co-operation of the authorities of th a t country.

CENTRAL TRACING AGENCY

During the second quarter of 1960, the ICRC informed Gov
ernm ents and National Red Cross Societies th a t it had decided to 
redesignate the " Central Prisoners of W ar Agency ” , which no
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longer conformed with the new Geneva Conventions, and which was 
to be known in future as the " Central Tracing A gency”. In  fact, 
the Agency, which had been created in 1939, had had to extend its 
field of action to various categories of war victims, civilian internees, 
missing and displaced persons, families which had been dispersed, etc.

Since 1945, the Agency has continued to collect and communic
ate information concerning the m ilitary and civilian victims of 
international or internal conflicts. Its  rôle in favour of prisoners of 
war was confirmed and defined in 1949 by the Third Geneva Con
vention, whilst the Fourth Convention entrusted the ICRC with the 
task a t the same time of setting up an information agency for 
civilian persons. When these provisions were put into effect, the 
ICRC decided to adopt the new designation as from Ju ly  1, 1960.

The conflicts and the troubles which have broken out in various 
parts of the world during the past year had the expected repercus
sions on the usual activities of the Agency ; more than 50,000 re
quests for information were registered, requiring the opening of 
25,000 searches and the transm itting of one thousand messages. 
In 31% of cases enquiries achieved positive results. This is a re
markable achievement, if one considers th a t since the ending of 
hostilities in 1945, a very considerable number of persons for whom 
searches have been made, have changed their residence. If there has 
been a decrease in comparison with previous years in the amount of 
correspondence which has been received and despatched, the in
creasing complexity of cases coming to the Agency’s notice has 
greatly extended the field of search. For this reason, 7,000 more 
enquiries were opened in 1960 than in 1959.

The overall result of these many and varied interventions of the 
Central Agency, can be considered as being very satisfactory. 
Furthermore, the Agency’s relations with the National Red Cross 
Societies and with other official and private institutions continue to 
be marked by an excellent spirit of co-operation.

Tracing service in the Congo

From  m id-July the delegates which the ICRC had sent to the 
former Belgian Congo noted the necessity for establishing a tracing 
service in Leopoldville. The white population, Belgians for the most
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part, officials, settlers and missionaries in their hundreds, had 
sought refuge in relatively peaceful areas or else had hurriedly 
crossed the frontier. The Central Agency received an ever-increasing 
num ber of requests for information on missing persons, or on per
sons presumed to be missing, whilst the ICRC in Leopoldville had 
requests made to it from all directions.

At the beginning of August, the ICRC detached one of its col
leagues, Mr. E. L. Jacquet, with a view to his organizing a tracing 
service on the spot. I t  was not long before the Central Agency for 
its part received replies to enquiries which had been opened in every 
province in the Congo. Breakdowns in the transport and postal 
services a t times slowed down, but did not completely interrupt the 
exchange of messages between persons who were being sought and 
their families. After five months of activity and more than  a 
thousand enquiries some 400 requests concerning about 2,000 per
sons were all to be dealt with by the Leopoldville bureau, of which 
96 % showed positive results.

A similar bureau, which had been established at Elisabethville 
for searches in the province of K atanga was no less satisfactory.

German Section. — The number of persons who have been able 
to leave various countries in Eastern Europe, in particular Rumania, 
to  rejoin their families in Germany, Austria or in other countries, 
increased during 1960.

Requests for information relative to the First World W ar 
reached an average of tw enty each month. These were made chiefly 
by persons who had reached retiring age and who wished to supply 
proof th a t they had served in the army.

The German Section also received frequent requests largely from 
persons who had left Europe and who wished to obtain certificates 
of death of parents, testimonials or other certificates. The Service 
also received requests from all parts of the world for searches con
nected in particular with German families which had stayed in the 
USSR, or from families of which one member had been enrolled in 
the German army.

British Section. — This Section continued throughout 1960 the 
same activities as it had undertaken the previous year and was
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occupied with various searches, some of which went back to  the 
1914-1918 period. Since a large part of the archives had been des
troyed during the bombardments in England, the Agency, in fact, 
whose documentation relative to the two world wars is complete, 
possesses information which cannot be obtained elsewhere.

Italian Section. — The number of cases which were dealt with 
(3,280 in 1959) reached a figure of 5,006 during the past year. This 
increase can be accounted for by the fact, th a t the Italian Ministry 
of Finance transm itted a large number of enquiries concerning 
members of the Italian armed forces, who had been interned by the 
Germans and who wished to obtain documents of health whilst in 
hospital during their captivity.

By the terms of agreements concluded in N ovem ber. 1960 
between the Italian Section and the Italian Ministry of Finance, the 
la tte r can make any representations which it sees fit to the appro
priate bodies.

Finally it should be noted th a t the Italian Ministry of Defence 
and the Inter-ministerial committee in Rome for establishing proofs 
of decease have continued to make requests to the Italian Section in 
order to  assist them, thanks to the resources of its vast card-index, 
in identifying combatants, prisoners of war and interned military 
personnel who had died during the Second World W ar and in dis
covering the fate of m ilitary personnel presumed to be dead.

Greek Section. — The Greek Section dealt chiefly in 1960 with 
a fairly considerable number of Greek refugees in various Eastern 
and Central European countries as a result of the civil war. In co
operation with the Greek Red Cross, the Section has continued its 
efforts to  identify some of the com batants who had been killed 
during the civil war.

USSR Section. — Direct correspondence has continued to in
crease in 1960 as well as the number of requests from the USSR on 
forms or by letter. A greater number of replies were also received 
from the Alliance of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies of the 
USSR, which for its part forwarded an increasing number of ques
tions and requests for searches.
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French Section. — This section undertook the same tasks in 1960 
as in previous years. I t  corresponded regularly with the " Provi
sional Government of the Algerian Republic ” with a view to obtain
ing the nominal roll of French nationals who had been captured by 
the ALN, but these representations led unfortunately to no result.

Polish Section. — The number of cases dealt with did not de
crease in comparison with previous years. The Section dealt chiefly 
with questions concerning compensation for Poles who had been 
interned in German concentration camps. Since August 1960 this 
correspondence has noticeably increased. Requests for attestations 
continued to be received especially from the United States. A fairly 
large number of cases of persons of whom there had been no news 
since the war were able to be settled in a satisfactory manner.

Stateless Persons Section. — New possibilities for emigration to 
the United States because of new legislation passed by Congress, 
resulted in an increase in activity for this Section in 1960. Further
more the Agency carried out various enquiries and transm itted 
97 family messages. 470 new cases were dealt with and the departure 
of 238 stateless persons was registered during the year.

Hungarian Section. — This Section continued to deal with the 
reuniting of families which had been separated following on the 
events of 1956-1957. This work included the facilitation of the de
parture of children or adults from Hungary, or else the organization 
of the return  to Hungary of persons who had emigrated.

Other Sections of the Agency which have not been expressly 
mentioned here have continued to carry out their activities as 
previously. Generally speaking these include tasks similar to those 
which have been mentioned above.

INTERNATIONAL TRACING SERVICE IN AROLSEN

The agreements which were concluded in 1955 by which the 
ICRC has undertaken the administration of the International 
Tracing Service (ITS) in Arolsen (German Federal Republic) were
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extended on May 12,1960, for a further period of five years1. In  1960 
this Service continued to carry out a considerable amount of work, 
although the number of cases dealt with decreased slightly.

The number of applications and certificates received by the ITS 
in 1960 reached the figure of 114,900 (125,871 in 1959), which 
included :

49,029 requests for certificates to obtain compensation ;
48,025 individual enquiries and requests for photostat copies of 

medical records ;
17,646 applications for death certificates ;

200 requests for information of a historical or statistical 
nature.

The ITS issued 271,887 documents (320,072 in 1959) including :
93,987 positive or negative replies to individual enquiries and 

requests for photostat copies of medical records and 
death certificates ;

117,900 certificates or reports concerning requests for documents 
to obtain compensation, including 20,840 certificates of 
emprisonment, 19,776 certificates of residence, 58,709 
tem porary reports, 78,385 negative replies and 200 re
ports of a historical or statistical nature.

I t  should be noted that, if less applications have been made to 
the ITS since 1958, there has on the other hand been a continual 
increase in searches for persons of whom no news is available 
(1957 : 15% =  27/700 of applications received ; 1958 : 19 % ; 1959 : 
26 % and in 1960 : 36 % =  41,260 cases).

In  the central card-index, 782,214 new cards were established 
(719,275 in 1959) and 840,471 classified (725,605 in 1959).

Finally, in 1960, numerous documents were placed at the dis
posal of the ITS, either in the original or by photostat copies, by the 
National Red Cross Societies, as well as by the authorities and 
organizations of various countries.

1 See Annual R eport 1959, p. 39-40 and previous reports.
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TRAINING OF MEDICAL PERSONNEL AND ASSISTANCE 
TO THE WAR-DISABLED

Article VI, para 5 of the statu tes of the International Red Cross 
lies a t the basis of all the activities of the Medical Personnel Section 
of the ICRC. I t  in fact stipulates th a t the ICRC, in the event of a 
conflict, should contribute “ to the preparation and development of 
medical personnel and medical equipment, in co-operation with the 
Red Cross organizations, the medical services of the armed forces, 
and other competent authorities.”

This section m ust therefore keep itself informed of all arrange
ments which have been taken in countries which have had great 
experience in the recruitment, training and the organization of profes
sional and auxiliary medical personnel. I t  m ust also help countries 
which are in the process of development and which wish to train 
sufficient numbers of persons capable of serving in the event of war, 
civil war, internal disturbances or natural disasters. I t  is obvious 
th a t the ICRC should have a thorough knowledge of the situation in 
these countries, in order to be in a position to adapt the training of 
this personnel to their own particular case. The International Com
m ittee can keep itself informed of their needs and of the help which 
it can bring them  through missions and by taking part in inter
national nursing conferences.

The Medical Personnel Section carried out this programme 
during 1960. I t  obtained the necessary information through either 
the specialized institutions for training medical personnel such as 
the World Health Organization or through the International Coun
cil of Nurses (ICN).

The Head of the section, Miss A. Pfirter, continued throughout 
1960 the series of missions which she had undertaken previously. In 
April, she went to Hungary, where she had discussions with the 
directors of the Hungarian Red Cross, in connection chiefly with 
the training of medical personnel.

In  May she attended the Thirteenth World Health Assembly in 
Geneva and the eleventh course organized by the World Federation 
of United Nations Associations. Miss Pfirter also visited the Ad
vanced School of Nursing of the Swiss Red Cross, where she spoke of 
the principles of the Red Cross, the Geneva Conventions and the
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activities of the ICRC, as well as of the organization of voluntary 
medical personnel in the event of a conflict.

The Medical Personnel Section kept in close contact with the 
National Nursing Associations, to which it forwarded requests for 
information from nurses wishing to work abroad under the exchange 
scheme organized by the International Council of Nurses. The year 
was noted furthermore for the large num ber of visits made by 
nurses, either individually or in groups, from Europe, America, Asia, 
Africa and Oceania, who were interested in the activities of the 
Medical Personnel Section.

Finally, the Section maintained regular contact with the Nation
al Red Cross Societies with whom it exchanged documentation.

War Disablement Section. — This section continued in 1960 its 
action on behalf of the young Italian blind and of those whose 
eyesight was seriously impaired. Since the beginning of this action, 
53 children and youths received treatm ent ; during the course of 
the year 7 new patients were treated and operated on in Geneva and 
four former patients returned to the ophthalmological clinic for 
checks or for new treatm ent.

Continuing its relief action for war7disabled Algerian refugees in 
Morocco, the ICRC despatched 25 pairs of crutches to Rabat, fitted 
eight persons who had suffered am putation with artificial legs and 
supplied orthopaedic shoes to 3 disabled persons. Furthermore, the 
ICRC equipped the artificial limb workshop, which has been recently 
established at Sarajevo, with machines and special tools for the 
manufacture of certain types of artificial limbs. I t also made a gift 
of 100 Braille watches to the French Association of the Blind in 
Paris.

The W ar Disablement Section also received many other in
dividual requests for relief. Since it was not in a position to comply 
with these, it has endeavoured to interest other relief organizations, 
National Red Cross Societies, specialized institutions and social 
services in the m atter.
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SUMMARY TABLE OF R E L IE F  ACTIONS IN  1960 

(classified by countries and categories of persons assisted)

A lgeria  . . . . D isplaced civilian population . . . .

Value in 
Sw. Fr. 

336,500.—
Persons interned and detained . . . 44,000.—
Victim s of e v e n t s ..................................... 9,863.—

A ustria  . . . . W ar-d isab led .............................................. 3,838.—
B ulgaria . . . Civilian p o p u la t io n ................................. 1,684.—
Cameroon . . . Civilian p o p u la t io n ............................. 1,721.—
C h i l e ................. Earthquake victim s ............................ 16,000.—
Congo . . . . Civilian p o p u la t io n ............................. 138,600.—
E gypt . . . . D etained p e r s o n s ................................. 583.—
F inland . . . W a r -b lin d e d ......................................... 750.—
France . . . . Persons interned and detained . . . 10,323.—

Civilian p o p u la t io n ................................. 1,171.—
W a r -b lin d e d ............................................... 6,650.—

Germany 
(Fed. Rep.) . . Refugees and persons repatriated . . 9,273.—
Greece . . . . Persons interned and detained . . . 12,631.—

Civilian p o p u la t io n ................................. 297.—
H ungary . . . Civilian p o p u la t io n ............................. 9,219.—
In d ia  . . . . Tibetan r e f u g e e s ................................. 13,925.—
Indonesia . . . Civilian p o p u la t io n ............................. 9,722.—
I r a n ................. Earthquake v ic t im s ............................. 5,000.—
Israel . . . . W ar-d isab led ......................................... 700.—
I t a l y ................... Civilian p o p u la t io n ................................. 3,953.—

Blind children and young people . . 9,359.—
Japan  . . . . Tidal-wave v i c t i m s ................................. 5,000.—
L a o s ................... V ictim s of the c o n f l ic t ............................ 14,000.—
Morocco . . . Earthquake victim s (Agadir) . . . . 5,051.—

Algerian w a r -d isa b le d ......................... 4,734.—
N epal . . . . Tibetan refugees ................................. 11,200.—
Poland  . . . . Civilian p o p u la t io n ............................. 21,700.—

W ar-d isab led ......................................... 11,025.—
Spain  . . . . D etained p e r s o n s ................................. 750.—
Yugoslavia . . Artificial lim b workshop at Sarajevo . 4,813.—
M iscellaneous . D espatch of artificial l im b s ................... 3,705.—

D espatch of m e d ic a m e n ts ................... 609.—
Stateless p e r s o n s ..................................... 2,411.—

Total . . . 730,760.—
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II. GENERAL ACTIVITIES

PRACTICAL APPLICATION AND DEVELOPMENT OF 
HUMANITARIAN LAW 

The Geneva Conventions

During 1960, the ICRC continued its efforts to obtain universal 
recognition of these Conventions, promoted by it, which constitute 
the foundations of international hum anitarian law. I t  can be said 
th a t ratification of the Conventions (or accession to them) has now 
become general. All the great Powers are bound by these basic 
docum ents1.

During the year, the ICRC published an English version of the 
Commentary on the Second Geneva Convention of 1949 for the 
Amelioration of the Condition of Wounded, Sick and Shipwrecked 
Members of Armed Forces at Sea. This is the last volume of the 
series and with it the immense work on which the ICRC was engaged 
is accomplished. Each of the four Geneva Conventions has thus been 
examined in a thorough Commentary, both in English and French. 
The four books make a total of 2,438 pages in each language.

Countless copies, summaries or commentaries of the Conventions 
were distributed in all parts of the world. The ICRC published re
prints of the illustrated booklet summarizing the main principles of 
the Conventions ; one of these reprints contains Lingala, one of the 
principal languages of the Congo, and is intended for the armed 
forces in th a t country convulsed by disturbances.

A first edition of the Handbook, drawn up in accordance with the 
proposals of the X lX th  International Conference of the Red Cross 
(New Delhi, 1957) in order to contribute towards the dissemination 
of the Conventions among young people, has been published in

1 B y  the end of 1960, 77 States were bound by  the Geneva Conventions.
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French, illustrated by photographs. This trial-edition was financed 
by the ICRC and the League and is more particularly intended for 
the National Red Cross Societies. Copies have been distributed to 
them, as well as to a number of personalities ; in some cases, they 
were accompanied by a translation in English, German or Spanish. 
They were very favourably received and several National Societies 
announced their intention of ordering a substantial number of 
copies, so th a t the publication of new editions in languages other 
than  French can be taken into consideration.

Consultations and courses on humanitarian law

While one of its delegates (Mr. R .-J. Wilhelm) was visiting 
Japan, the ICRC took this opportunity to organize a series of in
terviews and discussions, in various countries of Asia, on the Geneva 
Conventions and hum anitarian law, in which Government re
presentatives as well as members of National Red Cross Societies 
took part. These contacts not only contributed towards a better 
understanding of the Conventions, but also towards the prepara
tion, already in time of peace, of the practical means of applying 
them.

In  August, an adviser in the legal departm ent of the ICRC 
(Mr. H. Coursier) was invited by the International Law Academy at 
The Hague to hold a course a t the Palace of Peace. About four hun
dred students attended this course, which concerned the evolution 
of international hum anitarian law and comprised five lectures :

1. The protection of the wounded and sick in armed forces in the 
field ;

2. The status of prisoners of war ;
3. The protection of civilians in time of war ;
4. The status of refugees ;
5. The abolition of slavery and the fight against the scourges of 

mankind.

I t  was completed by two seminars on hum anitarian aid to political 
prisoners and on the question of the right of asylum.

The same adviser in the legal departm ent of the ICRC took part 
in training lectures organized by various branches of the Junior
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Red Cross. Thus, he was invited to  Langenlois by the Austrian Red 
Cross in June, and in July, a t the invitation of the British Red Cross, 
he went to Barnett Hill (Sussex) to give talks on the Geneva 
Conventions to instructors and teachers from various countries.

Finally, on several occasions, the ICRC received enquiries con
cerning the interpretation of the Geneva Conventions or certain 
aspects of Civil Defence in regard to International Law. As in pre
vious years, it prepared a num ber of advisory opinions of a legal 
nature.

LEGAL ASSISTANCE

The International Centre for the Co-ordination of Legal Assist
ance, whose headquarters is in Geneva, the ICRC being one of its 
founders, continues its work. I t  instituted a delegation in Rome, 
which co-operates closely with the Office of the High Commissioner 
for Refugees. Working together with AGIUS 1, this delegation 
co-ordinates legal assistance activities in Italy.

RED CROSS PRINCIPLES AND PROCEDURE 
FOR INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCES 

The Drawing up of Red Cross Principles

Following the publication of J . P icte t’s book, " Red Cross 
Principles ", the opinion has been voiced on several sides th a t an 
official declaration of the principles governing the institution should 
be drawn up in a concise and systematic manner.

In 1958, the ICRC, the Executive Committee of the League and 
the Standing Commission of the International Red Cross entnisted 
a Joint Commission of the ICRC and the League with the prelimin
ary examination of this proposal. The Presidents of these two 
institutions appointed Messrs. F. Siordet and J. Pictet, for the 
ICRC, and Messrs. H. Dunning and W. Phillips, for the League.

1 Abbreviation of the Italian expression: A ssistenza giuridica agli 
stranieri (legal assistance for foreign nationals).
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This Commission drew up a first report, which was sent to all the 
National Red Cross Societies, requesting their opinion on this im
portant m atter. Replies, some of them  very extensive and detailed, 
were received from twenty-six Societies.

The Standing Commission having requested the Study Group to 
draw up a new version of the Principles, taking into consideration 
the remarks made by the National Societies, the Group submitted 
a second tex t to the Standing Commission, which adopted it, after a 
few amendments on October 6, 1960.

In  order to ensure the universal character of this declaration of 
the Red Cross Principles, the tex t will first be subm itted to  the 
Council of Delegates to be held in Prague in October 1961. If quasi- 
unanimous agreement is achieved, the X X th  International Con
ference of the Red Cross—the Conference of the Red Cross Cen
tenary—which is to meet in Geneva in 1963, will be asked to give its 
general and final approved of the text.

Convening of the International Conferences of the Red Cross

The Standing Commission of the International Red Cross asked 
a special Commission, composed—as th a t which prepared the draw
ing up of the Red Cross Principles— to examine the methods of con
vening the International Conferences of the Red Cross, in order to 
avoid a repetition of the difficulties and incidents which arose in 
connection with the Conferences of Toronto and New Delhi in 1952 
and 1957. After examining the question, this Working P arty  drew 
up a report together with proposals, which the Standing Commis
sion adopted, without appreciable amendments, a t its meeting of 
October 6, 1960.

RELATIONS WITH RED CROSS INSTITUTIONS

In  1960 as in previous years, the ICRC maintained close rela
tions with the National Red Cross (Red Crescent, Red Lion and 
Sun) Societies, as well as with their federation, the League of Red 
Cross Societies. The Directorate of the ICRC and the Secretariat of 
the League continued to hold joint weekly meetings, alternately at

38



the headquarters of each institution, in order to discuss m atters of 
common interest. Various other meetings were held to examine 
special cases.

Official recognition

On October 20, 1960, the ICRC officially recognized the Cam
bodian Red Cross Society. The total number of recognised National 
Societies thereby increased to 85.

National Societies

As can be seen on reviewing the various aspects of its activity, 
the ICRC remains in frequent and close touch with the National 
Red Cross (Red Crescent, Red Lion and Sun) Societies. Their sup
port is often the condition for the success of its missions and it 
appreciates their co-operation in performing its duties.

Moreover, the ICRC endeavoured to extend these relations with 
the National Societies by proving its interest in their activities and 
by keeping them informed of its own work. The Committee had 
pleasure in welcoming their representatives in Geneva and in taking 
every opportunity of visiting them

Thus, in May, in reply to an invitation, Mr. Léopold Boissier, 
President, Dr. Marcel Junod, Vice-President, and Mr. R. Gallopin, 
Executive Director, visited the Polish Red Cross. They subsequently 
went to Moscow, where they were received by the Alliance of Red 
Cross and Red Crescent Societies of the USSR.

On the return journey, Mr. Gallopin stopped in Prague, where he 
was the guest of the Czechoslovak Red Cross.

During his mission to Teheran1, Mr. Siordet had interviews with 
the leaders of the Red Lion and Sun Society, in particular with its 
Secretary-General, Mr. Naficy. He was able to note tha t the work 
then in progress as the result of the earthquake of Lar was being 
efficiently carried out. He also visited various establishments of this 
Society.

During his stay in Cairo, he had several meetings with leaders of 
the Red Crescent Society of the UAR and visited the Society’s 
installations.

1See p. 19.
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Mr. Siordet then went to Addis Ababa, where he represented the 
ICRC at the celebrations which marked the 25th anniversary of the 
Ethiopian Red Cross.

Among other visits to National Societies, we should like to 
mention Dr. Marcel Junod’s mission to the Far East and to North 
America. Finally, members of the Directorate or of the staff paid 
visits to the National Societies of the following countries : Austria, 
Belgium, Czechoslovakia, France, German Democratic Republic, 
German Federal Republic, Great Britain, Greece, Hungary, India, 
Italy, Laos, Monaco, Netherlands, Spain, Switzerland, Thailand, 
Tunisia, Vietnam and Yugoslavia.

The annual session of the Executive Committee of the League of 
Red Cross Societies, which was held in Geneva at the beginning of 
October, offered the ICRC the opportunity of organizing an in
formation meeting at its headquarters in which the representatives 
of 39 National Societies attending the session took part.

Moreover, during the year, the ICRC successively received 
various other leaders of National Societies, in particular Mr. Antonio 
Oriol y Urquijo, President of the Spanish Red Cross, Lieut.-General 
W. A. Burki, Vice-President of the Pakistan Red Cross, accom
panied by Mr. W ajid Ali Shah, Chairman of the Managing Body, 
Mr. Hussein El Shafei, President of the Red Crescent Society of the 
United Arab Republic, Princess Lalla Malika, President of the 
Moroccan Red Crescent, and finally Queen Sirikit, President of the 
Thai Red Cross, who accompanied the King of Thailand when the 
Committee had the honour of his visit.

Numerous other representatives of the National Societies, as well 
as nurses or “ Juniors ” were received at the headquarters of the 
ICRC in order to discuss questions of common interest with its 
leaders or merely to get in touch with the founding institution of the 
Red Cross.

Several personalities paid more extensive visits to the ICRC, in 
particular Mr. Sam Krakow, Director of the International Relations 
Office of the American National Red Cross, Miss Joan Thompson, 
Assistant Adviser for International Relations of the British Red 
Cross, nine members of the Secretariat of the French Red Cross, 
Dr. Abdullatif Al-Badri, Medical Adviser of the Iraqi Red Crescent, 
Miss M. B. Murphy, Assistant Secretary-General of the Irish Red

40



Cross and Mr. K. W atanabe, of the Departm ent of Foreign Rela
tions of the Japanese Red Cross.

Administration of Funds

The ICRC administers a number of funds whose receipts are 
intended to  be used for hum anitarian purposes. In 1960, it distrib
uted a sum of 28,000 Swiss francs, representing the receipts of the 
Empress Augusta Fund, among thirteen National Red Cross and 
Red Crescent Societies.

Moreover, a t its annual meeting, in February 1960, the Joint 
Commission of the Empress Shôken Fund, which is composed of 
representatives of the ICRC and the League, allocated the annual 
receipts of this fund to the National Societies which had submitted 
circumstantial applications. The beneficiaries were the National 
Societies of Ceylon, India, Jordan, Libya, South Africa and Thailand.

RELATIONS WITH INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS 

United Nations

As in previous years, the ICRC continued to remain in close 
contact with the United Nations Organization and in particular with 
those of its specialized agencies whose activities are of a hum anitar
ian character. I t  was therefore in constant touch with the Office of 
the UN High Commissioner for Refugees. I t  also sent observers to the 
following meetings and conferences held in Geneva during the year : 
25th and 26th sessions of the Executive Board of WHO ;
16th session of the UN Commission of Human Rights ;
3rd and 4th sessions of the Programme Committee of the Office of 

the UN High Commissioner for Refugees ;
13th World Health Assembly ;
30th session of the UN Economic and Social Council.

Other organizations

The ICRC also maintains relations with some international gov
ernmental organizations not connected with the United Nations.

41



Among these, mention should be made of the International Com
m ittee of Military Medicine and Pharmacy, at whose Congress the 
ICRC was represented by one of its members 1 and the In ter
governmental Committee for European Migration.

Among the non-governmental institutions with which the ICRC 
had contacts, we should quote, in the first place, the International 
Committee for World Refugee Year, which groups various voluntary 
agencies working on behalf of refugees. The ICRC continued to place 
premises at its disposal. It also took part in the Conference of Non- 
Governmental Organizations interested in Migration and continued 
to preside over the Liaison Committee of tha t Conference. Moreover, 
it delegated a representative to the General Assembly of the 
European and World Associations for the Study of the Refugee 
Problem, held a t the end of September in Weggis (Lake of Lucerne).

Finally, the ICRC was represented at the following meetings and 
conferences :

Conference of Non-Governmental Organizations for the Freedom 
from Hunger Campaign (Rome) ; 12th and 13th sessions of the 
Council of the Intergovernmental Committee for European Migra
tion (Naples and Geneva) ; World OSE Union (Paris) ; International 
Symposium of the International Civil Defence Organization 
(Geneva).

INFORMATION AND PUBLICATIONS

The Information Departm ent endeavours to spread a better 
understanding of the ICRC and its work, as well as of the ideals and 
principles of the Red Cross. Its relations with public opinion mainly 
take the form of contacts with the Press, the publication of press 
releases, articles and pamphlets, the distribution of photographs, 
the production and distribution of films, radio and television broad
casts, replies to requests for documentary material, talks and 
lectures.

Moreover, the Information Departm ent is also responsible for 
several other activities such as the participation of the ICRC in 
exhibitions, support for its annual collection, historical studies, con

1 See p. 19.
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tributions towards competitions and work in connection with Red 
Cross philately. Furthermore, it already has im portant duties to 
perform in preparation for the events commemorating the Red 
Cross Centenary to be held in 1963. I t  should also be mentioned here 
th a t the Revue internationale de la Croix-Rouge, which is independent 
of the Information Departm ent, continues to be one of the most 
im portant means of making the ICRC known to world opinion and 
in particular to the National Red Cross Societies.

Relations with the Press

The Information Departm ent continued to m aintain constant 
and close relations both with the Swiss and the international Press. 
In  connection with the more im portant ICRC actions, official press 
releases were published (30 in 1960, of which 8 were joint ICRC- 
League communiqués) and numerous questions from correspondents 
were answered verbally.

Moreover, journalists frequently visited the ICRC, individually 
or in groups, where they were offered all possible facilities to widen 
their knowledge of the institution and its activity.

The Information Departm ent also distributed a number of 
articles which were reproduced in the Press of various countries 
through the good offices of the National Societies.

Distribution of publications and documentary material

The Information Departm ent distributed numerous publica
tions and pamphlets to the Press, National Red Cross Societies, 
administrative offices and various schools and institutions, as well 
as to private individuals. Moreover, it has written and published 
new booklets, in particular " The ICRC, what it is, what it does This 
booklet is intended for the general public and explains as clearly as 
possible the rôle and work of the institution, in concise terms and 
with numerous illustrations. I t  has been published in French, 
English, Spanish and German and has met with considerable success. 
Out of a total of 32,000 copies printed, 22,000 had been distributed 
by the end of the year, while a new edition was being prepared in 
Arabic.
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Moreover, the Information Departm ent also began to distribute 
texts in English each week intended for the National Red Cross 
Societies in countries where this language is understood. In  a 
slightly different form, these texts also provided the material for the 
regular English-language radio broadcasts which the ICRC started 
in I960 h

On the occasion of the fiftieth anniversary of the death of Henry 
D unant, the International Committee of the Red Cross decided to 
contribute towards re-editing, in its German version but revised and 
completed, the biography of the founder of the Red Cross by the late 
Mr. Stefan Markus, of Zurich. This book is entitled " Henry Dunant, 
Schicksal und Bestimmung ” 2; copies which are still available may be 
obtained from the International Committee of the Red Cross, 
7 avenue de la Paix, Geneva. This new edition contains an introduc
tion reminding the readers of the services which the Geneva institu
tion has rendered to mankind in keeping with the ideas expressed by 
D unant in A Memory of Solferino.

The various ICRC films were widely used during 1960. The film 
which was most frequently shown and with the greatest success was 
“ Blood is still being shed . . .  ”, which illustrates the activity of the 
ICRC in Kenya, the Suez conflict, Hungary and in connection with 
the Algerian conflict.

A new short-length film has been produced by the ICRC Delega
tion in Japan, showing the various stages in the repatriation of 
Koreans wishing to return to their country of origin. This document
ary has been shown in French and German on the Swiss television 
service.

Exhibitions

On being invited to take part in the International Public Health 
Exhibition, held in Rome in the autum n of 1960, the Information 
Departm ent sent three display panels demonstrating the way in 
which the ICRC endeavours to  protect the victims of wars, conflicts 
and disturbances. These panels were displayed inside the stand of 
the Italian Red Cross.

1 See p. 47.
2 Published by the O tt Verlag, Thun, Switzerland.
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On several occasions, moreover, the ICRC sent illustrated 
material for smaller exhibitions organized by schools or various 
other institutions.

Red Cross Centenary

The Information Departm ent carried out manifold tasks in 
connection with the preparation of the celebrations commemorating 
the centenary of the foundation of the Red Cross in 1963. It con
ducted enquiries and studies, drew up plans and took part in 
numerous committee meetings together with representatives of the 
League of Red Cross Societies, of the Swiss Red Cross and of the 
federal, cantonal and municipal authorities. A general programme 
of the events which will take place between mid-August and mid- 
September 1963 has been drawn up. In  particular, it has been de
cided to organize a large-scale international Red Cross exhibition. 
Simultaneously, the X X th  International Conference of the Red 
Cross will be held in Geneva.

Radio and Television

During 1960, the ICRC Broadcasting and Television Office 
(BTO) took a number of initiatives and introduced various new 
broadcasts, the chief among these being : a televised programme on 
the Eurovision network on May 8, 1960, the production and showing 
of ICRC films on the German-Swiss and French-Swiss television 
stations, new radio broadcasts on the Swiss Short-Wave Service in 
English and Spanish, and on frequency modulation on the Sottens 
station in French, and finally special programmes in support of the 
ICRC collection on the German-Swiss and French-Swiss television 
stations.

Moreover, two types of activity are being considerably in
tensified : the test-broadcasts on the ICRC’s own wave-length and 
the international Red Cross broadcast of May 8.

Finally, all the other various activities in this field are expanding. 
In  effect, whereas only a few years ago the broadcasting time 
amounted to  ó1̂  hours of original broadcasts and 371/2 hours of 
repeat broadcasts and adaptations, in 1960 this figure reached
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139 hours. The time needed to prepare these productions rose from 
800 hours in 1957 to over 2,000 in 1960. On the whole, it can be said 
th a t the production and work involved have trebled.

Test-broadcasts. — The test-broadcasts, which constitute the 
most im portant activity of the BTO, have a triple purpose : a) to 
affirm the right of the ICRC to use the “ Intercroixrouge ” wave
length which, in time of war, would serve for transm itting messages 
and communications of a hum anitarian nature ; b) to establish a 
geographical time-table—which varies according to the solar cycle— 
for broadcasts to certain areas of Europe ; c) to accustom the 
National Red Cross Societies to listen in to  Geneva. For the last 
fifteen years, these test-broadcasts have been transm itted on 
41.61 m wave-length, frequency 7.210 kcl. ; they are broadcast by 
the Swiss Short-W ave Service over a high-power/transmitter of the 
federal station at Schwarzenburg.

Until 1959, only two series of test-broadcasts took place each 
year, whereas in 1960 the Swiss Short-Wave Service and the central 
postal authorities made it possible to carry out four series and the 
transm itting time of these broadcasts thus increased from 12 to 
48 hours per year.

During 1959, the BTO, whose main activity nowadays consists 
in broadcasting information in view of tracing missing persons of all 
nationalities, was able to  record a remarkable “ tally ” : thanks to 
information broadcast over the radio, a family succeeded in tracing 
one of its members after all the enquiries carried out by the Central 
Tracing Agency and other institutions had failed.

Prior to  each series of test-broadcasts, the BTO draws up a pro
gramme quoting the dates, times for different languages and wave
lengths to be used. This programme is then sent to the National Red 
Cross Societies, groups of radio amateurs, particularly regular 
listeners, certain checking bodies of the central postal authorities as 
well as to the ICRC delegates.

Broadcasts in Spanish and Arabic. — The special ICRC broad
casts in Spanish and Arabic continued successfully. In connection 
with the broadcasts in Arabic, the ICRC has organized a radio com
petition, which opened on October 15 and will close in Spring 1961,
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with a view to stim ulating interest in Arab countries for the idea and 
principles of the Red Cross and to drawing their attention to the 
ICRC broadcasts.

Broadcasts in English. — On November 6, the Information De
partm ent of the ICRC started a series of broadcasts in English. 
These last five minutes each and aim at giving the general public a 
simple explanation of the rôle and action of the ICRC and the 
principles of the Red Cross.

International Red Cross Broadcast. — The international broad
cast of May 8, the anniversary of the birth of Henry D unant and 
world-wide Red Cross Day, took place under the auspices of the 
ICRC, the League, the European Broadcasting Union and the 
International Broadcasting Organization. The 1960 programme was 
offered by France which had asked the composer Darius Milhaud 
for a symphonic work based on an original poem by Loys Masson.

Nineteen countries joined in this programme directly, while 
46 others relayed recorded versions. In all, 65 countries took part, 
for which the Red Cross must thank the organizer of this broadcast, 
Radio-Genève.

Television programme of May 8. — In 1960, a new idea was 
adopted for the television programme of May 8 : in agreement with 
the television board of its country, each National Red Cross Society 
produces a short film-strip (3 minutes) showing a particular aspect 
of its activity. These strips are then sent (in as m any copies as there 
are participants) to the Permanent Secretariat of the May 8 Pro
gramme, at the BTO, accompanied by an explanatory note ; the 
Secretariat subsequently distributes these copies. In this way, the 
head of each television programme is free to use all or part of these 
films, prepare them and “ programme ” them  on the date and at the 
time of his choosing, if possible on May 8.

Various broadcasts. — As in previous years, the BTO organized 
various special broadcasts in support of the ICRC collection. The 
Swiss television programmes also joined in this activity.

The New Year Message of the President of the ICRC was adapted
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in 22 different languages, in addition to the original, recorded in 
French by Mr. Léopold Boissier. These adaptations were sent to 
70 countries, m any of which broadcast them  on December 31 or 
January  1.

In the field of radio-telephotography, which enables photographs 
of documents to be transm itted by radio, the technical aspects of 
the question continue to be examined in view of placing this useful 
means of communication at the disposal of the ICRC and the Central 
Tracing Agency.

Since September 1960, the BTO has produced two films for the 
ICRC and Swiss Red Cross illustrating Red Cross action in the 
Congo. Reporters from the Swiss Television Service visited the 
Congo and filmed the sequences on the spot with the help of the 
ICRC Delegation there. One of these, " SOS Congo ” (black and 
white, of 26 m inutes’ duration), is a large-scale information film, 
while the other, “ Operation Congo ” (in colour, of 12 m inutes’ 
duration) is more particularly intended for young people.

This is the first time th a t the ICRC and the Swiss Red Cross have 
worked in such close co-operation with the Swiss television service. 
The results were very satisfactory and seem to have been appreciat
ed by the viewers.

The problem of frequencies. — On February 17, 1960, the ICRC 
informed all the National Red Cross Societies of the text of Re
commendation No. 23 adopted by the Administrative Radio Con
ference (autumn, 1959) 1. This recommendation suggested that 
national administrations should “ take account of the possible 
needs of the Red Cross for rapid communication by radio when 
normal communication facilities are disrupted ” and study the pos
sibility of allocating it one or more frequencies for this purpose.

Revue internationale de la Croix Rouge

At the beginning of 1960, the Revue internationale de la Croix 
Rouge, the official organ of the International Committee of the Red 
Cross, devoted a large number of pages to a sorrowful event which 
threw the whole of the Red Cross movement into mourning : the

1 See A nnual Report 1959, page 60.
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death of Max Huber, President of the ICRC from 1928 to 1944, and 
subsequently Honorary President. In a fine article the present 
President, Mr. Léopold Boissier, paid tribute to the work of Max 
Huber as well as to his rôle as a great humanist. The Revue interna
tionale also reproduced some of the numerous tributes paid to him 
by Red Cross Societies and personalities as well as by the Press.

Among the most im portant articles published during 1960, 
which, each in its particular field, represented an interesting con
tribution to the study of hum anitarian law and thought > we should 
mention : “ Medical neutrality  in subversive wars ” by Jean Des 
Cilleuls and Raymond de la Pradelle, of the Society of International 
Medical Law ; " The dissemination of the Geneva Conventions in the 
Federal Republic of Germany ” by Dr. Heinz Knackstedt, Legal 
Adviser in the Ministry of Defence of the Federal Republic of 
Germany ; " The Sea Rescue Service in the North Sea and the 
Baltic ” by Hans Hansson, Director of the Swedish Sea Rescue 
Service ; “ Louise, Grande-Duchesse de Bade ” by Martin Bodmer, 
Vice-President of the ICRC ; “ I l  y a soixante-dix ans était créé le 
Fonds Augusta ” by Mrs. Marthe Iconomow, member of the ICRC 
staff ; " The Social Programme of the Râm akrishna Order ” by the 
Swâmi Nityabodhánanda, and the first part of an article by Pierre 
Boissier entitled “ Quand la Croix-Rouge n ’existait pas

Under the title “ Nouvelles d’ici et de partout ”, or in general 
articles, the Revue internationale described the main activities of the 
ICRC and published considerable information concerning ICRC 
missions to Japan, Laos, Viet Nam, North Africa, Germany and 
East European countries. Since August, it has also informed its 
readers of the various stages of the large-scale action which the 
ICRC has been carrying out in the Congo. These accounts were 
usually accompanied by photographs.

The decision made by the X lX th  International Conference of 
the Red Cross (New Delhi)—to acquaint young people with the 
Geneva Conventions—met with friendly response in a large number 
of countries. Various National Societies sent the Revue internationale 
reports on their work on behalf of the dissemination of the Conven
tions. These reports appeared under the title “ Nouvelles de Sociétés 
nationales ”, which also publishes details of the activities of various 
National Societies and initiatives taken by them.
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Moreover, the Revue internationale printed a number of chronicles 
concerning the work of international organizations and other 
institutions, on subjects such as refugees, the Freedom from Hunger 
Campaign, legal aid, higher nursing training and an interesting 
article on “ The Koran and the hum anitarian Conventions " by 
M. K. Ereksoussi.

The English, Spanish and German Supplements, which were pub
lished each month, reproduced some of the articles printed in the 
Revue and the main news concerning ICRC activity.
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III . FINANCIAL POSITION

The financial position of the ICRC at the end of December 1960, 
together with a various amount of relevant information, is shown 
in the following tables :

Table I. Balance sheet as on December 31, 1960.

Table II. General Account of Ordinary Expenditure and Re
ceipts for 1960.

Table I II . List of Contributions to the ICRC in 1960 from Gov
ernments and National Red Cross Societies.

Table IV. Summary of General Account for Relief Actions in 
1960.

Table V. Summary of Estim ated Ordinary Expenditure and 
Receipts for 1961.

Table VI. Accounts for 1960 of the special funds :
1. Foundation for the International Committee of 

of the Red Cross.
2. Augusta Fund.
3. Empress Shôken Fund.
4. Florence Nightingale Medal Fund.

The Société fiduciaire romande OFOR S.A., (the official auditors 
accredited by the Swiss Federal Council and the Commission fédé
rale des Banques) made numerous checks during the course of the 
year and after the closing of the 1960 account. On the termination 
of this work the auditors confirmed the accuracy of the accounts of 
the ICRC and the special funds mentioned above.

If the estimates for 1960 are compared with the results for the 
year as shown in Table II, it will be seen that, whilst receipts reached 
a higher figure than  was estimated, the same also applies to ex
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penditure, since the ICRC was obliged, on account of international 
events, to make a great financial effort, which in fact was reflected 
in a deficit of nearly half a million francs at the end of 1960.

On the occasion of the present publication of its annual accounts, 
the ICRC wishes to  express once again its gratitude to all the 
donors—in particular to governments, to the National Red Cross 
Societies and to the Swiss people—who by their generous support 
are contributing towards the pursuit of its task in the world.
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CONGO —  Distr ibut ion of milk to refugees near Bukavu  under the, 
supervis ion of an I C R C  delegate, Mr .  Hoffmann.  (October)

ALGERIA —  The resettlement centre of E l 'Mehi r  (Sc t i f ) :  Distribution  
of mi lk offered by the IC R C .  In the centre of the group : an IC R C  
delegate, Mr .  Mura l t i  (D ecem ber)



JAPAN —  A Korean fami l y  registers for repatriat ion at the N i iga ta  centre. 
(February)

LAOS —  Gifts from the IC R C ,  milk and clothing, being distributed by the Laotian  
Red Cross to refugees from the province of Paksé.  (February)



PHILIPPINES —  Lis/s  of former prisoners of war being checked in view of 
the appl icat ion of Article 1 6  of the Treaty of San  Francisco.  S tanding in the  
centre : the I C R C  delegate, Mr .  Mit tner.

ICRC HEADQUARTERS IN 
GENEVA —  The K ing  
and Queen of Thai land  
during their visi t  to the 
Central Tracing Agency.  
(N ovem ber)



TABLES



BALANCE SHEET AS ON

Fr. Fr.

A S S E T S

Available and R ealisable

Cash in h a n d ................................................................................
Postal Cheque Account .........................................................
Balance at Banks :

— Swiss f r a n c s ..................................................................
— Foreign Currency h o ld in g s ........................................

Public securities and other d e p o s i t s ...................................

34,389.70
104,655.90

1,876,161.39
120,706.85

16,582,547.15 18,718,460.99

F unds E armarked

Advanced to ICRC Delegations and Delegates abroad . . 
National Red Cross Societies, Governments and official

organ iza tion s...........................................................................
Sundry debtors, advances and repayable costs, temporary

assets ........................................................................................
Commodities (current s t o c k s ) .................................................

258,401.27

177,183.56

612,805.13
3,449.28 1,051,839.24

Other Assets (nominal)

Capital share in the " Foundation for the Organization of
Red Cross Transports ” .....................................................

Reserve s t o c k s ..............................................................
Furniture, machines and e q u ip m e n t...................................

1.—
1.—
1.— 3.—

T rust F und

Funds received in connection with the Peace Treaty with 
Japan (assets in foreign cu rr en cy )................................... 9,887,780.76

Memo-Account

Debtor for s e c u r i t y ..................................................................
400,000.—

30,058,083.99
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Table I

DECEMBER 31, 1960

Fr. Fr.

L I A B I L I T I E S

C o m m i t m e n t s

F unds for relief actions :
Funds not y e t assigned ........................................................
Funds e a r m a r k e d ......................................................................
Funds for current relief a c t i o n s ..........................................

723,479.37
189,361.04

1,002,740.70 1,915,581.11

Creditors

ICRC Delegations and D e l e g a t e s .....................................
National Red Cross Societies, G overnm ents and official

O rgan ization s..........................................................................
Sundry creditors and tem porary l i a b i l i t i e s ...................
Swiss Confederation Loan ...................................................

13,420.70

282,762.63
539,460.57

3,000,000.— 3,835,643.90
5,751,225.01

P r o v i s i o n s

Provision for the X X th  International Conference of the
Red C r o s s ....................................................................................

Provision for special e x p e n d i t u r e ..........................................
90,000.—

275,000.— 365,000.—

R e s e r v e

Guarantee Fund ..........................................................................
Reserve for action in case of conflict .................................
Reserve for General R i s k s ........................................................

5.000.000.—
5.000.000.—  
3,654,078.22 13,654,078.22

T r u s t  F u n d

Funds in connection w ith the Peace Treaty w ith  Japan . 9,887,780.76

M e m o - A c c o u n t

Guarantee in favour of the " Foundation for the Organiza
tion of Red Cross Transports " .......................................... 400,000.—

30,058,083.99
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GENERAL ACCOUNT OF ORDINARY

Fr. Fr.

E X P E N D I T U R E

O v e r h e a d  E x p e n s e s  a t  G e n e v a  H e a d q u a r t e r s

Allowances, salaries and w a g e s ...............................................
Fam ily allowances, insurance and other social charges .
Postage, telegrams, telephone ...............................................
Equipm ent, m aintenance and general supplies . . . .
U pkeep of cars and l o r r i e s ........................................................
Reception of visitors and travelling expenses in Switzer

land ..................................................................................................
Sundry e x p e n d it u r e ......................................................................

2,016,911.20
428,738.25

55,662.11
115,066.50

9,075.55

20,869.25
48,661.02 2,694,983.88

S p e c i a l  E x p e n s e s

Publication, inform ation and d o c u m e n t a t io n ...................
A llowances for expenses of Members of the Presidential

Council ........................................................................................
Red Cross Conferences and M eetings .................................
Missions from G e n e v a .................................................................

181,113.38

43,800.—
32,938.80

105,168.87 363,021.05

D e l e g a t i o n s  A b r o a d

D elegates' salaries, allowances and in s u r a n c e ...................
D elegates’ travelling expenses and m aintenance, overhead  

expenses of d e leg a tio n s ............................................................

128,898.46

84,467.90
213,366.36

Special action in the Congo ................................................... 226,560.25 439,926.61

Allocation to  Fund for special e x p e n d it u r e ....................... 30,000.—

3,527,931.54



EXPENDITURE AND RECEIPTS FOR 1960

Table H

Fr. Fr.

R E C E I P T S

Contributions a n d  G ifts towards the financing  of
T H E  G E N E R A L  W O R K

Contributions by  G o v e r n m e n ts ...............................................
Contributions by  N ational Red Cross Societies . . . .  
Sundry d o n a t io n s ..........................................................................

1,319,674.29
405,047.97
317,070.27 2,041,792.53

Income from Investments

Income from Public Securities and B ank Interest . . . 
Income from ICRC F o u n d a t io n ...............................................

396,987.15
31,206.95 428,194.10

Sums recovered and  Su n d r y  receipts

Costs r e c o v e r e d ...............................................................................
Sundry r e c e ip t s ...............................................................................

525,838.05
41,521.25 567,359.30

Total receipts . . . 3,037,345.93

Deficit for 1960

W ritten off by  withdrawal from R eserve for General Risks

XXSXXNX' ^

490,585.61

3,527,931.54

Note : R eceipts and expenditure for relief supplies are not 
included in this account.
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Table III

Contributions to the ICRC in 1960 from Governments and 
National Red Cross Societies allocated to the Financing 

of Expenditure in 1960

Countries Governments | Red Cross Societies
1

Fr. Fr.'

A f g h a n is t a n .............................................. 3,000.—
A lb a n ia ........................................................ 700.—
A u s t r a l i a ................................................... 48,175.50 23,987.50
A u s t r i a ........................................................ 16,650.— 2,100.—
B e lg iu m ........................................................ 10,000.— 3,000.—
B r a z i l ............................................................ 9,951.90
B u lg a r ia ........................................................ 2,000.—
B u r m a ........................................................ 6,400.— 500.—
Canada ........................................................ 66,598.65 34,087.50
Ceylon ........................................................ 3,017.50
C h i l e ............................................................ 8,605.— 2,500.—
C h in a ............................................................ 10,000.—
C o l o m b i a ................................................... 15,120.— 2,000.—
Costa R i c a ................................................... 480.—
C zech o slo v a k ia .......................................... 3,000.—
D e n m a r k ................................................... 10,000.— 2,000.—
Dom inican Republic ............................ 2,067.60 2,000.15
Ecuador ................................................... 1,792.70 700.—
E l S a l v a d o r .............................................. 3,051.50 395.30
F i n l a n d ........................................................ 5,000.— 3,480.—
France ........................................................ 52,300.— 17,500.—
German Dem ocratic Republic . . . 4,000.—
German Federal R e p u b l i c ................... 15,000.—
Ghana ............................................................ 3,627.— 1,500.—
Greece ........................................................ 15,000.— 3,750.—
G u a te m a la ................................................... 600.—
Hungary ................................................... 1,000.— 1,000.—
I c e l a n d ........................................................ 500.—
I n d i a ............................................................ 68,175.— 1,354.50
I n d o n e s i a ................................................... 15,000.—
Iran ............................................................ 20,000.— 3,750.—
Iraq ............................................................ 2,500.—
I r e l a n d ........................................................ 5,500.— 2,434.—
I t a l y ............................................................ 60,000.—
Japan ........................................................ 21,860.— 15,000.—
J o r d a n ........................................................ 3,627.—
J u g o s la v ia ................................................... 4,000.—
Korea, Dem ocratic Republic . . . . 2,000.—
Korea, R e p u b l i c ..................................... 7,500.— 3,249.35
Lebanon ........................................................ 1,700.—
L i b e r i a ........................................................ 2,499.80
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Countries G overnm ents Red Cross Societies

Fr. Fr.

L iech ten ste in ............................................... 2 ,500.—
L u x e m b u r g ............................................... 2 ,000.— 2,250.—
M e x i c o ........................................................ 17,320.—
M o n a c o ........................................................ 1,000.—
M o r o c c o ........................................................ 1,840.— 368.76
N e th e r la n d s ............................................... 10,000.— 20,000.—
N ew  Z e a la n d ............................................... 24,180.— 5,985.05
N o r w a y ........................................................ 10,000.— 3,000.—
P a k is ta n ........................................................ 3 ,000.— 2,000.—
P h ilip p in e s................................................... 2 ,150.— 3,840.—
P o l a n d ........................................................ 15,000.— 6,000.—
P o r tu g a l........................................................ 10,000.—
Rhodesia & N y a s a l a n d ....................... 3,025.—
R u m a n i a ................................................... 4 ,000.—
San M a r i n o ............................................... 700.— 300.—
Saudi A r a b ia ............................................... 12,933.75
S p a i n ............................................................ 8,000.— 1,800.—
S w e d e n ........................................................ 24,989.59
S w it z e r la n d ............................................... 500,000.—
Thailand ................................................... 15,000.— 2,448.96
T u n i s i a ........................................................ 1,500.—
T u r k e y ........................................................ 31,484.45 11,800.—
U nion of South A fr ic a ............................ 36,240.— 17,428.40
U nited Arab R e p u b lic ............................ 30,000.—
U nited K in g d o m ..................................... 48,400.— 24,380.—
U nited S t a t e s .......................................... 108,000.—
U SSR  ........................................................ 16,175.—
V e n e z u e la ................................................... 19,385.35
V iet Nam , Dem ocratic Republic . . 2 ,250.—
V iet Nam , R e p u b lic ................................. 2,007.— 1,753.50

1,319,674.29 405,047.97

In addition, the ICRC received in 1960 the follow ing am ounts concerning  
previous years, w hich were passed to  the R eserve for General Risks A ccount :

Countries G overnm ents Red Cross Societies

Fr. Fr.

Chile
Colombia

8,640.—
2,000.—
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Table IV

SUMMARY OF GENERAL ACCOUNT FOR RELIEF ACTIONS IN 1960

Sw. Fr. Sw. Fr.

B a la n c e  c a r r ie d  fo r w a r d  a s  from  D ecem b er  31, 1959 ................................. 1,728,375.69

Funds not yet a ss ig n e d ....................................................................................................................
Funds e a r m a r k e d .............................................................................................................................
Funds for current relief a c t i o n s ..................................................................................................

501,216.08
419,221.33
807,938.28

T otal as above . . .
Plus  :

R eceipts in  1960
Funds received b y  the ICRC or placed at its disposal for relief actions of various 

descriptions :
(a)  D onations not allocated for specific purposes :

N et product of the collection in  Switzerland (1960) ..................................
Sundry gifts and r e f u n d s ..................................................................................................

1,728,375.69

623,556.87
536.65

(b)  Funds received by  the ICRC from various donors (com munities or in
dividuals) for specific a c t i o n s .......................................................................

624,093.52

690,369.64 1,314,463.16

to be deducted :
E x pen d itu r e  in  1960
Expenditure incurred for relief a c t i o n s ...................................................................

3,042,838.85

1,127,257.74

B alance as on D ecember 31, 1960
(Balance of funds for relief actions apportioned as follows) :
Funds not y e t a s s ig n e d ....................................................................................................................
Funds e a r m a r k e d ..............................................................................................................................
Funds for current relief a c t i o n s ..................................................................................................

1,915,581.11

723,479.37
189,361.04

1,002,740.70

T otal as above . . . 1,915,581.11



ESTIMATES OF RECEIPTS AND EXPENDITURE FOR 1961 

SPECIAL FUNDS



SUMMARY OF ESTIMATED ORDINARY

E x p e n d i t u r e

O v e r h e a d  E x p e n s e s

Sw. Fr.

Allowances, salaries and w a g e s ............................................................................... 1,835,300.—

Fam ily allowances and social c h a r g e s ................................................................. 404,200.—

Postage, telegrams, te le p h o n e .................................................................................... 62,000.—

Equipm ent, m aintenance and general supplies ............................................... 148,700.—

U pkeep of cars and l o r r i e s ........................................................................................ 9,500.—

R eception of visitors and travelling expenses in S w itzer la n d ....................... 12,500.—

Sundry e x p e n s e s ........................................................................................................... 49,000.—

O t h e r  E x p e n s e s

Publications, Information ........................................................................................ 128,000.—

A llowances for expenses, members of the Presidential C o u n c il................... 43,800.—

R ed Cross Conferences and m e e t in g s ...................................................................... 63,000.—

E xpert C o m m it t e e s ...................................................................................................... 10,000.—

Study-visits and special tr a n s la t io n s ...................................................................... 15,000.—

Missions from G e n e v a .................................................................................................. 100,000.—

D elegations a b r o a d ...................................................................................................... 200,900.—

3,081,900.—

N o t e  : The above estim ates do not include any margin for extraordinary expenditure 
w hich international circum stances m ight m ake it  necessary for the ICRC to assum e during 
the budgetary period.
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Table V

EXPENDITURE AND RECEIPTS OF THE ICRC FOR 1961

R e c e i p t s

Contributions from G o v e r n m e n ts .................................

Contributions from N ational R ed Cross Societies

Donations and r e im b u r se m e n ts .....................................

Incom e from funds i n v e s t e d ..........................................

Sundry r e c e ip t s ......................................................................

The insufficiency of receipts would thus am ount to

Sw. Fr. 

1,338,000.- 

403,000.- 

456,900.- 

420,200.- 

11 ,0 0 0 .-

2,629,100.—

452,800.—

3,081,900.—
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SPECIAL FUNDS Table VI
1. FOUNDATION FOR THE INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE OF THE RED CROSS

Balance Sheet as on December 31, 1960
A s s e t s

Governm ent securities :

Credit entered in the Swiss 
Confederation N ational D ebt 
R e g is t e r .....................................

Sw. Fr.

827,000.-

Sw. Fr.

Securities deposited a t the Swiss
N ational B a n k ............................  295,000.-

D eposit a t the Swiss N ational Bank

Adm inistration fédérale des contributions (tax  
paid in advance to  be refunded) .......................

1, 122,0 0 0 .—

48,365.57

8 , 102 .—

1,178,467.57

L i a b i l i t i e s
Sw. Fr.

Inalienable c a p i t a l .......................

Inalienable reserve fund :
Balance brought forward from

1959 ..........................................
Plus
Statutory allocation of 15 % on

incom e in 1960 .......................
Increase in estim ated value of

s e c u r i t i e s .................................
Total value of funds . 

International Com m ittee of the Red Cross : 
Funds in current a c c o u n t ............................

107,187.35

5,507.10

6,150.—

E x p e n d i t u r e

D eposit fees for safe custody of securities, auditors’
fees and various e x p e n s e s .....................................

S tatutory allocation to inalienable reserve fund : 
15 % of the net revenue in 1960 (Art. 8 of the
Statutes) ......................................................................

A llocation to  the ICRC of balance of net revenue 
for 1960 (Art. 7 of the S t a t u t e s ) .......................

Receipts and Expenditure Account for I9601

R e c e i p t s

R evenue from securities in 1960 . .

Sw. Fr.

268.15

5,507.10

31,206.95
36,982.20

Sw. Fr.

1,028,252.52

118,844.45
1,147,096.97

31,370.60
1,178,467.57

Sw. Fr.

36,982.20

36,982.20

1 These accounts have been verified by the Société Fiduciaire Romande OFOR S.A., Geneva, and found to be accurate according
to their Report dated February 2, 1961.



2. AUGUSTA FUND
Balance Sheet as on December 31, 1960

A s s e t s
Sw. Fr.

Swiss Governm ent s e c u r i t ie s .....................................
D eposit a t the Swiss N ational B a n k .......................
A dm inistration fédérale des contributions, Berne 

(tax paid in advance to  be re fu n d ed )...................

120 ,0 0 0 .—
12,175.65

1,089.40

133,265.05

L i a b i l i t i e s

Inalienable c a p i t a l ..........................................
R eserve for fluctuation in v a lu e ...................
Funds available on Decem ber 31, 1960 . .

T otal value of funds 
Creditors (allocations still to be distributed) 
International Com m ittee of the Red Cross : 

Funds in current a c c o u n t ........................

Sw. Fr.

100 ,0 0 0 .—
18,178.45
3,956.60

122.135.05 
11 ,0 0 0 .—

130.—
133.265.05

Receipts and Expenditure Account for I9601

E x p e n d i t u r e

10th distribution of allocations to 13 N ational Red  
Cross Societies according to the 432nd circular
of N ovem ber 25, 1960 ..............................................

D eposit fees for safe custody of securities, auditors’ 
fees and various ex p e n se s ..........................................

T otal expenses . . .

Balance available on December 
31, 1960 : Balance brought for
ward from the previous year . 
Less :
E xcess of expenditure over re

ceipts in 1960 ........................

28,445.30

24,488.70

Sw. Fr.

28,000.—

402.60
28,402.60

3,956.60

32,359.20

R e c e i p t s

Balance brought forward from 1959 
Incom e from securities in 1960 . .

Sw. Fr.

28,445.30
3,913.90

32,359.20

1 These accounts have been verified by the Société Fiduciaire Romande OFOR S.A., Geneva and, found to  be accurate according
to their Report dated February 2, 1961.



3. EMPRESS SHÔKEN FUND
Balance Sheet as on December 31, 1960

A s s e t s

Swiss Public S e c u r i t i e s ...............................................

Cash at the Swiss N ational B a n k ............................

Adm inistration fédérale des contributions, Berne

Sw. Fr.

458,000.—

4,638.30

3,861.70

466,500.-

L i a b i l i t i e s

Inalienable c a p i t a l ........................................................
Provision for m arket fluctuations : balance

brought forward from the previous year . . . 
Provision for adm inistrative costs :

Statutory attribution on the
incom e in 1960 .......................  693.70

Less :
A ctual adm inistrative costs in

1960   483.15
Funds available according to accounts as on D e

cember 31, 1960 ........................................................

Receipts and Expenditure Account for I9601

E x p e n d i t u r e

39th distribution of allocations to  six  N ational 
Red Cross Societies, in accordance w ith the 
decision of the Joint Commission, April 11, 1960 

Statutory allocation of 5 % of incom e to the ad
m inistration of the Fund, according to  Article 7
of the R e g u la t i o n s ...................................................

Funds available as on December 31, 1960 . . . .

Sw. Fr.

15,000.—

693.70
13,292.35
28,986.05

R e c e i p t s

Funds available brought forward from the pre
vious y e a r ......................................................................

Incom e in 1960 on in v e s tm e n ts .................................

Sw. Fr.

346,250.—

106,747.10

210.55

13,292.35

466,500.—

Sw. Fr.

15,112.65
13,873.40

28,986.05

1 The accounts of the Empress Shôken Fund have been verified by the Société Fiduciaire Romande OFOR S.A., Geneva, and found to
be accurate as per their Report dated February 2, 1961.



4. FLORENCE NIGHTINGALE MEDAL
Balance Sheet as on December 31, 1960

A s s e t s

Swiss Governm ent securities . . . . 

D eposit in the Swiss N ational Bank .

Adm inistration fédérale des contributions, Berne 
(tax paid in advance to be refu n d ed )...................

Sw Fr„

32,000.—

918.70

259.20

33,177.90

L i a b i l i t i e s

Inalienable c a p i t a l .......................
Reserve

Balance brought forward from
1959 ..........................................

Increase in estim ated value of 
s e c u r i t i e s .....................................

Less :
E xcess of expenditure over re

ceipts in 1960 ........................

Sw. Fr.

1,600.—

1,280.—
2,880.—

570.21

T otal value qf funds . 
International Com m ittee of the Red Cross : 

Funds in current a c c o u n t ............................

Receipts and Expenditure Account for I9601
E x p e n d i t u r e

Printing costs, Circular N o. 430 ............................

Auditors' fees, deposit fees for safe custody of 
securities, bank fees and various expenses . . .

T otal expenses . . .

D eb it balance brought forward from 1959 . . . .

Sw. Fr.

305.—

179.15

484.15

1,017.26

1,501.41

R e c e i p t s

Incom e from securities in 1960 . 
D ebit balance as on Decem ber 31, 

1960 :
D ebit balance brought for

ward from 1959 ...................
Less :
E xcess of receipts over ex 

penditure in 1960 ...................

Sw. Fr.

1,017.26

447,05

Sw. Fr.

25,000.—

2,309.79

27,309.79

5,868.11

33,177.90

Sw. Fr.

931.20

570.21
1,501.41

1 These accounts have been verified by the Société Fiduciaire OFOR S.A., Geneva, and found to be accurate according to their Report
dated February 2, 1961.
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