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PREFACE

In com parison with several previous years, 1958 was relatively calm 
and not m arked by dram atic and eventful upheavals such as, for instance, 
the H ungarian rising and Suez conflict which laid so heavy a burden on 
the International Committee tow ards the end of 1956. The year was not, 
however, entirely peaceful and a num ber of events m ade it necessary for 
the IC R C  to take action. In Indonesia and Cuba, the M iddle East and 
N orth Africa the military and civilian victims of various conflicts required 
assistance and the missions carried out by the delegates of the IC R C  in 
this connection enabled lives to  be saved and suffering to be alleviated.

Other relief activities were undertaken, especially in behalf of political 
detainees, and efforts were m ade to  reunite dispersed families; the Central 
Prisoners of W ar Agency and the In ternational Tracing Service in Arolsen 
continued their great work of replying to  the hardly unabated flow of 
requests for inform ation and bringing many enquiries to a successful con
clusion.

In the same m anner the International Com m ittee has continued its 
work in the field of theory and doctrine with particular regard to the 
development of hum anitarian law of which for so many years it has been 
one of the principal protagonists th roughout the world.

This report gives an account of these vast and fruitful activities and 
shows that — even in a reputedly uneventful year — the suffering caused 
by conflicts of all descriptions has obliged the IC R C  to take action repea
tedly and that it has never ceased to be faced with heavy responsibilities.

Léopold Boissier 

President, 
International Committee 

o f  the Red Cross





I. PRACTICAL ACTIVITIES

Relief actions

The practical activities of the International Com m ittee of the Red 
Cross (numerous and varied as in previous years) were once m ore exten
ded to the five continents in 1958. In some cases these activities were 
immense and even spectacular; others were on a m ore limited scale. For 
greater clarity they have been grouped by geographical areas in this report 
and not according to their degree of im portance. I t will nevertheless be 
possible to  distinguish the m ost im portant relief actions of the past years 
in N orth  Africa, Lebanon and Cuba. We shall endeavour to  show that 
in undertaking these activities, w hether great or small, the sole object of 
the IC R C  was to  save lives and to alleviate suffering; it sought in fact 
to serve the hum anitarian ideal which is its justification.

AFRICA
North Africa

For some years past a relatively im portant part of the annual reports 
of the IC R C  have been concerned with events in N orth  Africa. In 1958 
the Committee was again frequently called upon to take action in this area 
where its delegates had to deal with num erous and often delicate tasks, 
especially in Algeria and also in Tunisia and M orocco, where a great 
number of Algerian refugees required assistance.

Assistance to detained persons in French hands. —  From  the outbreak 
of the present conflict the IC R C  was able to undertake its hum anitarian
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activities in Algeria. By virtue of Article 3 com m on to the four Geneva 
Conventions of 1949, the International Com m ittee is entitled to offer its 
services “ in the case of an arm ed conflict not of an international cha
racter ” and its delegates carried out a num ber of missions, mainly for 
the purpose of visiting places of detention and internm ent.

F rom  February 1955 to December 1958 six missions were sent. 
Reference was m ade in the A nnual R eport for 1957 to the fifth mission 
which began in N ovem ber 1957 and came to  an end in February 1958. 
During this period the International Com m ittee’s delegates (M r. P. G ail
lard and Dr. L. Gailland) visited 115 places of detention (“screening 
and transit centres”), assembly centres and hospitals where prisoners 
wounded in the fighting were receiving treatm ent. During these visits 
the delegates distributed relief supplies and com forts valued at 2,500,000 
French francs to the detained persons.

A sixth and similar mission was undertaken in December 1958. 
On this occasion the delegates (M r. P. G aillard and Mr. R. Vust) visited 
two prisons in Algiers (Alger-Barberousse and M aison-Carrée), two 
assembly centres (D ouera and Tefeschoun), four screening centres 
(Benis-Messous, Cam p-du-M aréchal, Bordj Menaiel and Rio-Salado) 
and eight military internm ent centres (Tigzirt, Boghar, Ksar-Thir, Bône, 
Tiaret, Lamoricière, H am m am -Bou-H adjar and Point Zéro near M osta- 
ganem), altogether 16 places of detention. Several distributions of relief 
supplies were m ade during the visits.

These were the delegates’ first visits to these internm ent camps, 
instituted subsequently to the fifth mission of the ICRC, in which 
com batants captured while bearing arms will be detained in future. 
D uring visits to two of these centres (K sar-Thir and Bône) the delegates 
were present when 10 Algerians detained in this connection were released 
on December 15 and 16.

The delegates were accorded, as during their previous mission, all 
facilities necessary for carrying out their hum anitarian tasks. Thus, 
according to the rule governing visits to prisoners, they were able to 
speak w ithout witnesses with detained persons of their choice.

In cases where im provements in internm ent conditions appeared to 
be necessary the delegates made a direct approach to the camp or prison 
authorities. Further, and as custom ary after each of these missions, 
they made a detailed report which was sent by the International Com 



mittee to the detaining authorities, i.e. the French Governm ent. The 
various suggestions contained in the reports have continued to  be dis
cussed by the IC R C  with the authorities in Paris.

In connection with assistance to  detained persons in French hands, 
reference may be m ade to representations subm itted in behalf of doctors 
under prosecution or serving sentences following the Algerian conflict, 
as well as the visit of delegates (M r. W. Michel and M r. J.-P. M aunoir) 
on December 16, 1958, to the Vadenay Centre for Algerians (Seine et 
M arne) where a num ber of persons arrested in the m etropolitan area 
are under detention.

Since the outbreak of the Algerian conflict 289 visits to  camps and 
prisons have been made by the representatives of the ICRC.

Assistance to prisoners in the hands of the ALN. —  The first contacts 
of the IC R C  with the representatives of the “ F ron t de libération natio
nale ” (FLN ) were m ade in 1956. Since then num erous approaches 
have been made, mainly through Cairo, M orocco and Tunisia, for 
the purpose of giving assistance to  French prisoners held by the A LN  
(Armée de libération nationale). These efforts first came to a successful 
issue in 1958.

Early in the year a delegate, M r. J. de Preux, was authorised to visit 
from Tunis four French prisoners captured in the Sakiet Sidi Youssef 
area and to distribute a few com forts. Later he was able to obtain a list 
of ten French com batants captured a short time previously.

The Central Prisoners of W ar Agency has since then received 159 
letters and 10 messages on tape-recordings from French prisoners which 
have been forwarded to  their families. The Agency also m ade 322 en
quiries through the “ Algerian Red Crescent ” concerning French mili
tary personnel and civilians missing in Algeria, some of which were 
successful.

The IC R C  had the satisfaction of assisting towards the release of 
prisoners in this category, the first of whom were the four captured at 
Sakiet, who were handed over on October 20 in Tunis to  the delegates, 
Mr. J. de Pieux and Mr. P. G aillard, at the headquarters of the Tunisian 
Red Crescent.

A second group of prisoners of the A LN  was released on December 
4 at R abat. These 8 m ilitary prisoners were handed over in R abat by
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the representatives of the “ Algerian Red Crescent ” to  M r. P. G aillard 
and M r. C. Vautier, delegates of the IC RC. The ceremony took place 
in the presence of Princess Lalla Alcha, H onorary President of the M o
roccan Red Crescent.

As p art of its action in behalf of French prisoners, it will be remem
bered tha t following the announcem ent of the A L N  of the execution of 
3 military prisoners in  M ay 1958, the IC R C  m ade m ost urgent represen
tations to  the F L N  and the French Governm ent to ensure respect for the 
lives of military prisoners held by either of the parties. It is satisfactory 
to  note tha t with the exception of one or two isolated cases, these repre
sentations have apparently been taken into account.

The In ternational Com m ittee’s assistance was also required for non- 
French prisoners held by the A LN . Following a request received from 
the “ Service français de rapatriem ent de l ’A LN  ” , in spring 1958, the 
IC R C  sent a delegate (M r. J.-P. M aunoir) to M orocco to discuss the 
m atter of legionaries, in m ost cases of H ungarian origin, held by the ALN. 
A t their request, 16 were repatriated to  Hungary. 3 others were au tho
rised to  emigrate to  Switzerland and the N etherlands; 13 are still in 
M orocco and await a final decision on their case.

Assistance to Algerian refugees. —  In 1957 a great num ber of Alge
rians, mostly women, children and aged persons, fled from the fighting 
area and sought refuge in Tunisia and M orocco. As in m ost cases these 
refugees were absolutely destitute, the IC R C  took steps to  assist them  
in spring 1957. The m atter was subm itted to the X lX th  International 
Conference of the Red Cross, held in New Delhi from  O ctober 28 to 
N ovem ber 7, 1957 and a resolution was passed followed by a jo in t appeal 
of the IC R C  and the League in behalf of Algerian refugees. The favou
rable response received to this appeal from N ational Societies and other 
bodies such as the United N ations Office of the High Commissioner for 
Refugees, m ade it possible to give still greater aid to these refugees.

a) Tunisia

D uring the winter (1957-1958) the International Committee distri
buted to Algerian refugees in Tunisia the relief supplies made available
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through the U nited N ations Office of the High Commissioner for 
Refugees. These gifts (valued a t 390,000 Swiss francs) consisted mainly 
of clothing and foodstuffs. This action was undertaken by the IC R C  in 
active co-operation with the Tunisian authorities and the Tunisian Red 
Crescent and in conjunction with the League of Red Cross Societies. 
From  M arch 15, 1958, the w ork was taken over by the Tunisian Red 
Crescent which, in co-operation with the League, has dealt with the 
distribution of relief supplies to  Algerian refugees in Tunisia.

b) Morocco

Since 1956 m any refugees have fled from  the fighting area in W est 
Algeria and have entered M oroccan territory; early in 1957 their num ber 
was already estim ated a t some 40,000.

The IC R C  lost no time in distributing relief supplies purchased with 
its own funds to  these refugees. Later it collected gifts from  N ational 
Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies and various private organisations, 
which enabled it to  extend its relief action.

The work was continued in 1958; foodstuffs were made available 
through two missions, the first early in the year and the second in Novem
ber and December. The IC R C  sent six missions altogether in 1957 and 
1958, which distributed relief supplies to  refugees in this area for a value 
of 930,000 Swiss francs. The mission sent in December 1958 m arked the 
close of the International C om m ittee’s relief action in behalf of Algerian 
refugees in M orocco. The work has since been continued by the M oroccan 
Red Crescent (officially recognised on A ugust 7, 1958), in co-operation 
with the League of Red Cross Societies. The League also acted as a distri
buting agent for gifts received following the appeal launched by the 
United N ations Office of the High Com m issioner for Refugees. In mid- 
December, a delegate of the IC R C  (M r. M. M artin), accom panied a cargo 
of relief supplies for Algerian refugees in M orocco, shipped by the Greek 
vessel “ Evangelia ” . These supplies, valued at 2,000,000 Swiss francs, 
were a gift of the Red Crescent of the United A rab Republic; the distri
bution was dealt with by the M oroccan Red Crescent.

In regard to the Algerian conflict mention may be made of the Inter
national Com m ittee’s aid to Algerian war-disabled in M orocco, mainly
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consisting of gifts of artificial limbs and orthopaedic equipm ent valued 
at 20,000 Swiss francs.

Representations concerning missing Spanish nationals. — O ther repre
sentations were m ade by the International Committee in M orocco during 
1958 (which did not, unfortunately, lead to  any positive result) in behalf 
of Spanish civilians and m ilitary personnel reported missing since the 
events in the Ifni and Spanish Sahara areas towards the end of 1957. 
The International Com m ittee’s delegate in M orocco, M r. C. Vautier, 
has made repeated efforts to  trace these missing persons presumed to be 
in the hands of the “ Armée de libération m arocaine ” . In April 1958 he 
made fu ither enquiries in Goulimine, South of Agadir, which were unsuc
cessful. 1

The Cameroons

The IC R C  received several requests in summer and autum n 1958 (in 
particular from  the “ Union des populations du Cam eroun ”, an organi
sation with headquarters in Cairo), for a mission to be sent to the region 
to  visit political detainees and internees. Approaches were made by the 
IC R C  to the French authorities, who did not consider it appropriate, 
however, for any action to be taken in the m atter.

NEAR EAST
Lebanon

The serious upheaval which shook Lebanon in 1958 led the IC R C  to 
undertake one of its m ost im portant missions of the year. It was directed 
by M r. D. de Traz, General-Delegate of the International Committee 
in the N ear East.

M r. de Traz, whose usual residence is in Beirut, was already well 
acquainted with this country where the IC R C  had made num erous con-

1 In spring 1959, fo llow in g  the requests m ade by the IC R C , 40 Spanish civilians  
and m ilitary personnel were released, unconditionally , by the M oroccan authorities; 
reference to  this m atter w ill be m ade in the next annual report.
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tacts in various circles through his offices. As the General-Delegate was 
faced with a still heavier burden through the worsening of the situation, 
he was assisted by another delegate, M r. P. Courvoisier, from  the end of 
June.

On the outbreak of the disturbance the General-Delegate recalled 
with insistence to  the Lebanon authorities, the Lebanese Red Cross, 
the leaders of the arm ed forces on both sides, the G overnm ent and the 
opposing party, the hum anitarian principles set forth in Article 3 common 
to the four Geneva Conventions, which have been signed by Lebanon. 
This article, which refers to the case of “ an arm ed conflict not of an 
international character ”, was applicable to the events in Lebanon.

Article 3 stipulates tha t persons taking no active part in the hostilities 
must be treated hum anely; it prohibits cruel treatm ent and torture, the 
taking of hostages and the passing of sentences and carrying out of exe
cutions w ithout previous judgm ent by a regularly constituted court; 
it also protects the w ounded and sick who m ust be collected and cared 
for; finally, it stipulates tha t an im partial hum anitarian body, such as 
the International Com m ittee of the Red Cross, may offer its services to 
the parties to the conflict. This article thus provided the delegates from 
Geneva with a juridical basis for their work in this field.

Having duly recalled the terms of Article 3 to all concerned, the dele
gates of the IC R C  carried out practical activities, took num erous steps to 
alleviate the suffering caused by the conflict, endeavoured to obtain the 
release of hostages, visited persons under detention and distributed con
siderable quantities of relief supplies. From  their headquarters in Beirut 
they travelled all over the country from  Tripoli in the north to Saida 
and Tyr in the south, as well as Hermel, Bekaa and the Chouf m ountain 
region, in fact in every area affected by the upheaval and hostilities in 
Lebanon.

The two delegates had a few m otor vehicles at their disposal: a car, 
two jeeps painted white, a trailer and a lorry and, when needs required, 
a few other vehicles, in particular ambulances of the Lebanese Red Cross.

For the entire duration of their mission the delegates from Geneva 
maintained close and useful co-operation with this N ational Society. 
M edicaments held by the IC R C  delegation were pooled with those of 
the Lebanese Red Cross and were given out by a Lebanese nurse, Miss 
Araman, a holder of the Florence Nightingale M edal. W hen the delegates
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of the IC R C  had to  take medicaments to  any place in Lebanon, they drew 
supplies from  the pool.

From  their headquarters in Beirut, the General-Delegate and his 
assistant thus travelled all over Lebanon. In order to  meet the most 
urgent requirements, they distributed considerable quantities of medi
caments for the treatm ent of gunshot wounds, antibiotics, anti-gangrene 
and anti-tetanos drugs, serums and blood plasma.

W hen the stocks of the Lebanese Red Cross were getting low in 
September, the delegates inform ed this Society that the League of Red 
Cross Societies in Geneva had decided to m ake available 7 tons of 
medicaments draw n from  stocks warehoused in Vienna. This consign
m ent was sent through the IC R C  delegation and was gratefully received.

M ention may be m ade of some special aspects of this relief action :

South Lebanon. — A t Tyr the insurgents occupied the old town built 
on a peninsula. As all access to  the spot was blocked by the G overnm ent 
forces, the rebels were sometimes isolated for fairly long periods. This 
led to  the piling up of refuse in the narrow  streets and as the sanitary 
installations were primitive, epidemics were to  be feared.

The General-Delegate of the IC R C  then arranged with the military 
com m ander of the sector for the passage through the lines twice weekly 
of an am bulance and a doctor. Thus it was possible to  take essential 
medicaments into the area to give treatm ent to  the sick and wounded 
and to  evacuate the m ost serious cases.

The delegates also distributed food supplies to  the population in Tyr, 
and in Saida where conditions were similar. There also the insurgents 
were shut up in the old town and were in need of medicaments.

Mountain regions. — In the early summer, 1958, there was no hospital 
in the Chouf area, i.e. the southern m ountain region. An improvised 
operating theatre had been set up by a doctor (Dr. D ahan) in the village 
school a t M oukhtara, where he perform ed m ajor operations, laparatom y 
for instance, on a kitchen table w ithout anaesthetics. The delegates made 
several visits to  this area and supplied equipm ent sufficient for setting 
up an operating theatre, as well as radioscopie and radiograhic apparatus, 
which is of great assistance to  the doctor to  locate bullets lodged in pa
tien ts’ bodies. O ther equipm ent, an am bulance and medicaments were
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also made available and  thus through the personal effort of the General- 
Delegate of the IC R C  in the N ear East a hospital was opened in M oukh- 
tara.

In Bekaa, north  of the well known city of Baalbek, the inhabitants 
of the Hermel rough m ountainous district were also affected by the events. 
The few hospitals in the area had been closed on the outbreak of the 
disturbance. An improvised infirm ary had been opened in the village 
of Laboué, 30 km. to  the north  of Baalbek, which the delegates of the 
IC R C  supplied with blood transfusion equipm ent, medicaments and 
foodstuffs, and in particular several hundred kg. of powdered milk.

North Lebanon. — To Tripoli, the second im portant town in Lebanon, 
where the disturbance was particularly serious, the delegation of the 
IC R C  sent supplies of medicaments and powdered milk every week and 
sometimes m ore often. These supplies were handed over to  the principal 
town hospital and later distributed to  the dispensaries in the various 
areas. Some hundred tons of flour and sugar were also distributed. The 
delegates m ade efforts to  send relief supplies from  Tripoli to  the Haut- 
A kkar  province, a rough m ountainous district which is difficult of access. 
On account of the events the transport of supplies was an extremely 
dangerous undertaking; the roads were blocked or mined and several 
bridges had been destroyed. Nevertheless, in spite of m any difficulties, 
a few consignments of medicaments were carried to  this rem ote region 
to meet the m ost urgent needs. The relief action of the IC R C  in Lebanon 
came to  a close a t the end of September, when the situation had become 
more settled. The w ork which remained to be done was taken over by 
the Lebanese Red Cross, with which the International Com m ittee enjoyed 
close and efficient co-operation, for the purpose of alleviating, so far as 
possible, the suffering caused by the conflict.

Israel

The activities of the IC R C  in Israel were mainly related to the Suez 
and Sinai conflicts.

M any of the form er Egyptian prisoners of w ar released early in 1957 1 
lodged com plaints which in m ost cases concerned confiscation by the

1 See A nnual R eport for 1957, pp. 21 to  23.
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Israeli authorities of money in the prisoners’ possession at the time of 
their capture. This m atter is still under discussion.

N um erous enquiries from  Egyptian families were received by the 
IC R C  — direct or through the Cairo Delegation — concerning persons 
missing since the Sinai campaign. These enquiries were forwarded to 
the Israeli authorities who replied in each case that they no longer held 
any such prisoners.

The efforts m ade by the IC R C  to arrange for the exchange of persons 
detained in Israel and Egypt were also unsuccessful. These represen
tations concerned “ fedayin ” (snipers) held in Israel and Zionists im 
prisoned in Egypt.

A lthough it was not possible to arrange for the exchange of these 
detained persons, some have been visited by the ICRC, in particular 
Ali Ahmed Osman (to whom frequent reference has been made in the 
Egyptian Press) the leader of the mutiny which broke out in August in 
Shatta Prison, Israel, where a m unber of “ fedayin ” were under detention.

D uring a private visit to Israel M r. Carl J. Burckhardt, form er Pre
sident of the IC RC, had several useful discussions with the authorities. 
He also saw the heads of the “ Magen David Adorn ” (Red Shield of 
David), the equivalent of a N ational Society, which has not been accorded 
official recognition on account of its special emblem. M r. de Traz, 
General-Delegate of the IC R C  for the M iddle East, was received on two 
occasions, in August and December, by the President of the Republic 
of Israel, M r. Ben Zvi.

Egypt

The IC R C  Delegation in Cairo, headed by M r. E. M uller, continued 
in 1958 its activities in behalf of stateless persons, mainly Jews, living 
in E g y p t1. This work consisted, in particular, of assisting these persons 
with adm inistrative formalities to enable them to leave the country.

These departures continued throughout the year but were particu
larly num erous in July and August. The principal country of destination 
was the United States, but there were also departures for Brazil, France,

1 See A nnual R eport for 1957, pp. 25 and 26.
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Great Britain and Australia. A t the end of the year, after an increase in 
the emigration movement as a result of facilities granted by the United 
States, departures became fewer. D uring the year nearly a thousand 
families were thus assisted by the ICRC.

On several occasions the IC R C  Delegation in Cairo also intervened 
in behalf of persons of various nationalities detained or interned by the 
authorities of the United A rab Republic.

The General-Delegate for the N ear East, M r. D. de Traz, visited 
Cairo several times during the year in order to discuss with the authori
ties various questions still in abeyance between Israel and Egypt in 
connection with the 1956 conflict.

Cyprus

Visits to detained persons in the Island of Cyprus were first started 
by the IC R C  in 1955. In 1958, as in the three previous years, these visits 
were con tin u ed 1

M r. de Traz, G eneral-Delegate for the N ear East, went to Cyprus in 
June and December and visited five places of detention at K okkino- 
Trim ithia (“ Camp K ” visited twice), Hayos Lucas, M am m ari and Pyla. 
As custom ary the comments of the International C om m ittee’s represen
tative on his visits were duly noted in a report sent later to  the British 
authorities. The report also m entioned the rem arks and suggestions made 
verbally to the delegate by the detained persons or their representatives.

As the political situation in Cyprus was particularly tense in 1958 
the IC R C  was unable, as it would have wished, to m ake m ore frequent 
visits. The General-Delegate’s work was to  some extent facilitated by 
the British authorities and he was able to speak w ithout witnesses with 
a good m any persons detained in the camps.

The Com m ittee’s representative did not hesitate, in some cases, to 
make a direct approach to the G overnor of Cyprus, Sir Hugh Foot. These 
representations contributed towards im provements in the detainees’ 
conditions.

A nother delegate, M r. P. Courvoisier, was sent to  Cyprus to  enquire 
into the living conditions of some persons whom the events had obliged

1 See Annual R eport for 1957. p. 37.
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to  leave their homes. W ith the approval of the authorities this mission 
took place in  June and July.

The IC R C  m ade available, as in previous years, ten thousand Swiss 
francs from  its own funds for assisting political detainees in Cyprus.

AMERICA
Cuba

On July 4, 1958, the International Committee received an appeal from 
M r. Fidel Castro, the head of the rebel forces in Cuba, proposing to 
hand over the wounded and sick of the regular arm ed forces in his hands 
to  a Commission of the Cuban Red Cross. He requested the IC R C  to 
get in touch with the Cuban Red Cross and to arrange for this delicate 
operation to  be carried out as soon as possible.

The IC R C  transm itted this message immediately to  the Cuban Red 
Cross, offering at the same time to lend its services and those of the dele
gate whom it was ready to  send at once to  H avana for the purpose of 
facilitating any hum anitarian action consistent with its custom ary acti
vities and the provisions of the Geneva Conventions. Com m unication 
with the rebel chief in the Cuban “ m aquis ” had to  be made through the 
Swiss S hoit W ave Service, as his exact address was unknown.

The delegate of the IC RC, M r. P. Jequier, arrived at H avana on 
July 10. A fter num erous discussions, he obtained the consent of the 
G overnm ent to  the proposed operation and was afforded the necessary 
facilities by the military authorities and the Cuban Red Cross.

The place and date of the transfer of wounded and sick prisoners 
had then to be arranged and approved by both parties concerned. This 
was a very difficult m atter since on account of the m ountainous and 
inhospitable nature of the area, the seriously wounded were likely to 
suffer great discom fort during their transport. It was seen that in the 
circumstances the Cuban Red Cross would be unable to undertake the 
operation alone and that the assistance of the Governm ent army services 
would be required.

Since the essential aid of the arm y services would result in a meeting 
of the Parties to the conflict, special care had to  be taken in choosing a 
spot where the needs of safety and of hum anity could be guaranteed.
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As he was not in direct contact with the insurgent forces, M r. Jequier 
was unable to  carry out the negotiations himself and they were conducted 
by the IC R C  in Geneva, which acted as interm ediary and transm itted 
to each Party the o ther’s proposals and counter-proposals. Thus, a truce 
was arranged and it was decided to  carry ou t the operation on July 23. 
On the date, accom panied by another delegate, M r. J.-P. Schoenholzer, 
who had arrived from  Geneva in the interval, M r. Jequier set ou t for Las 
Vegas de Jibacoa, where the meeting was to  take place. The delegates 
were accompanied by units of the Cuban arm y and  the Cuban Red Cross, 
which flew the Red Cross flag; the insurgents carried white flags.

The truce was respected by both  sides throughout the operation. The 
wounded, num bering 57, were evacuated by helicopter. In addition, to 
the great satisfaction of the delegates o f the IC RC, the rebel forces 
released 196 other prisoners who were in poor health, bringing the total 
number of victims evacuated to  253.

This action is an event in the history of the Red Cross. I t  is in fact, 
the first time tha t opposing sides have m et during a civil conflict to  effect 
the release of prisoners under the auspices of the IC R C . This operation 
in Cuba m arks a step forw ard in the protection of victims of internal 
disturbances and is a good example of the application of Article 3 which 
sets forth the hum anitarian provisions to  be observed in internal conflicts 
and is com m on to the four Geneva Conventions of 1949.

A little later, hostilities were resum ed with still greater force and on 
August 8, 1958, the rebels proposed another evacuation of 170 wounded 
and prisoners. On August 12 and 13, a further intervention of the IC R C  
enabled the rebel forces to hand over to  the representatives of the Cuban 
Red Cross 15 wounded and 155 prisoners. D uring this operation, a t the 
request of the ICRC, emergency medicaments were handed to  the rebel 
forces who had asked for these supplies.

N um erous Cubans in exile and various groups supporting the rebel 
movement approached the IC R C , asking it to  intervene in the conflict 
and to undertake its custom ary hum anitarian activities. The C uban Civic 
Revolutionary Party in Exile, which grouped all the parties opposed 
to the Batista regime, sent a delegate to the IC R C , Professor A grám ente 
of Havana University, who later became M inister for Foreign Affairs 
in the new Governm ent. He subm itted a detailed report of the situation 
and asked the IC R C  to intervene. O ther Cubans in exile had formed 
relief committees in various countries and offered the IC R C  gifts of medi
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caments and foodstuffs for transmission to their com patriots in the terri
tories held by the rebel forces.

In view of these repeated appeals for assistance, the International 
Com m ittee decided to  send a further mission to Cuba and reopened 
negotiations with the Cuban Red Cross in this connection. On September 
9, its delegate, M r. M. Thudichum , left Geneva for H avana to study the 
situation on the spot and to ascertain on what basis the IC R C  could 
lend its assistance to the direct or indirect victims of a conflict which was 
becoming m ore and m ore serious.

On his arrival in H avana, the delegate made num erous approaches 
to  the authorities in order to put the proposed relief action into effect. 
However, as his efforts met with no response on the part of the G overn
m ent then in power, Mr. Thudichum  was obliged to leave Cuba w ithout 
com pleting his mission.

In  spite of these unfavourable circumstances, the IC R C  persevered 
in its efforts to give effective assistance to the victims of the conflict, 
since it continued to receive num erous appeals from  various parties 
opposed to  the regime. Several meetings and discussions were held with 
representatives of the Fidel Castro movement and with those of the 
G overnm ent still in office at H avana. Nevertheless, all its efforts to ob
tain permission to assist (in accordance with its principles of neutrality 
and im partiality) the victims of the conflict in the areas held by the two 
parties in opposition, met with a flat refusal.

On December 30, the day before the collapse of the Batista regime, 
the IC R C  again launched an appeal by cable and radio to the two Par
ties, urging them to respect the letter and the spirit of the Geneva Conven
tions. I t  emphasized once again the im portance of Article 3 applicable 
“ in the case of arm ed conflict not of an international character ” , that 
is to say the situation existing in Cuba.

Since then the IC R C  has sent further missions to Cuba to which refe
rence will be m ade in the next A nnual Report.

Other countries in Latin and North America

W ith the exception of Cuba, the IC R C  did not undertake any special 
activity in the American continent in 1958. As in previous years its 
resident delegates in Latin America, M r. J. de Cham brier in Argentina,

20



Mr. E. Haegler in Brazil and M r. W. Roethlisberger in Colombia, 
helped to m aintain the good relations of the International Committee 
with the Governm ents and Red Cross Societies of these countries. On 
his way back from  his mission in Cuba, M r. Jequier paid a visit to  the 
Red Cross of the Dom inican Republic. A num ber of visitors from  N orth 
and South America were received at the IC R C  headquarters in Geneva, 
where they visited the Central Prisoners of W ar Agency. These visits 
supplied the opportunity  for a useful exchange of views and for a better 
knowledge of the International C om m ittee’s work in this part of the world.

ASIA

Far East and South East Asia

In this vast region, which contains alm ost half the population of the 
world, the IC R C  carried out various but not extensive activities in 1958. 
Most of the work undertaken was connected with the after-effects of the 
Second W orld W ar or arm ed conflicts which have occurred since then 
in this part of the world.

Compensation fo r  form er prisoners o f  war in Japanese hands. —  A rti
cle 16 of the Peace Treaty between Japan and the Allies stipulates that 
former Allied prisoners of war in Japanese hands are entitled to  com 
pensation for the hardships suffered during their captivity. The ICRC, 
which was entrusted with the task of determ ining the portion of the funds 
received from the Japanese G overnm ent to  be allocated to  each of the 
Allied Powers, m ade a first distribution of funds in 1956 in all the coun
tries which had subm itted complete lists of form er prisoners.

In 1958, the International Com m ittee continued the checking opera
tions undertaken in the Philippines to  enable the N ational Society to 
establish a complete list of beneficiaries in this country. By the end of 
the year, the registration form alities were practically finished in the 
Philippines and United States (where form er Philippine prisoners of 
war who emigrated to the USA were able to  register applications for 
compensation with the American Red Cross).
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Japan and Korea

The representations m ade previously by the IC R C  in behalf of 
persons detained or interned in Japan and the Republic of K orea (South 
K orea) led to  some positive results in 1958. On December 31, 1957, 
the Governm ents in Tokyo and Seoul signed an agreement relating to 
various questions outstanding between the two countries, in particular 
the situation of K oreans interned in O m ura camp (Japan) and Japanese 
fishermen held in  Pusan (Republic of Korea). The agreement resulted 
in the release of a num ber of K oreans in Japan and the repatriation of 
those who wished to return to the Republic of K orea. Further, in the 
early m onths of the year, 922 Japanese fishermen held in Pusan were 
repatriated to Japan.

A  num ber of Koreans are still, however, interned in Japan  and the 
International Com m ittee’s delegate in Tokyo, M r. H. Angst, continued 
his visits to O m ura camp. A bout a hundred internees in the camp wished 
to  go to  the D em ocratic People’s Republic of K orea (N orth Korea). 
The delegate distributed a cash donation of 2,500 dollars from  the Red 
Cross of the Dem ocratic People’s Republic of Korea, which was shared 
equally w ithout distinction between all K oreans interned in Omura 
cam p to enable them  to purchase extra food and small comforts.

In July, the internees who had been detained for over three years 
were released on parole. The m atter of the repatriation of those who had 
expressed the wish to  proceed to N orth  K orea still remained in abeyance.

On October 23, M r. Angst, accom panied by M r. Inoue and M r. Ka- 
kigawa of the Japanese Red Cross, visited the Kawasaki Emigration 
Centre, where 52 persons of various nationalities were interned. He 
returned to  O m ura cam p a t Christm as to  distribute relief supplies and 
gifts to  the internees. The IC R C  also opened various enquiries in this 
p art of the F ar East with a view to tracing persons who disappeared 
during the war and the subsequent events. These searches were made in 
Japan, the two Republics of K orea and the People’s Republic of China.

Viet Nam

D uring his mission in the D em ocratic Republic of Viet N am , from 
January 1955 to January  1957, M r. A. D urand, delegate of the IC RC,
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was approached on the m atter of form er military personnel (not French 
citizens), referred to by the local authorities as “ ralliés ” who had served 
in the Foreign Legion. A num ber of these “ ralliés ” had asked to be 
repatriated and the G overnm ent of the D em ocratic Republic of Viet Nam  
had stated that it was willing to assist them  in the m atter. The Govern
ment requested the IC R C  to organise the repatriation of those whose 
countries had no diplom atic o r consular representations in H anoi. The 
International Com m ittee undertook this task in the same way and the 
same spirit as its action for the reuniting of families in other countries. 
First of all, it had to obtain the assurance of the authorities of the country 
of destination that the former legionaries would not be arrested and 
imprisoned on their arrival in their country of origin. Once this assurance 
had been given, the first of the “ ralliés ” were em barked, at the expense 
of the H anoi Governm ent, on vessels sailing to H ong Kong.

The form er legionaries thus repatriated were of various European 
nationalities and mostly Italians. By the end of 1958 the operations were 
well advanced and there rem ained in N orth  Viet N am  a last and small 
group of persons to be repatriated.

Indonesia

Towards the end of 1957 m any D utch nationals in Indonesia were 
obliged to leave the country. The IC R C  sent a delegate, M r. A. D urand, 
to D jakarta, to  ascertain the conditions in which the departures could 
take place and, in conjunction with the Indonesian Red Cross, to  assist 
if necessary the persons concerned a t the time of their departure.

Mr. D urand arrived in D jakarta  early in January  and visited various 
ports in Indonesia where D utch nationals were on the point of embarking, 
i.e. Tandjung Priok (the port of D jakarta), Surabaya and Semarang 
(Java), M acassar (Southern Celebes), M edan and Palenbang (Sumatra). 
He noted a t all these em barkation ports the useful part played by the 
Indonesian Junior Red Cross units, which helped the disabled and looked 
after young children. N o hitch occurred in the em barkation operations, 
but the disturbances which broke out in Sum atra from  February 15 
onwards delayed the evacuation of D utch nationals from the Padang 
(Central Sum atra) area, which was being subjected to a blockade by the 
Government fleet. Some were able to  reach the East coast of the island
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by their own means and to  proceed to  M edan (N orthern Sum atra) and 
Singapore. The Indonesian Red Cross could not remain inactive and as 
soon as the fighting ceased it sent relief teams to help with the transport 
of persons who wished to  be evacuated from the district.

Early in M ay, M r. D urand went to Padang and from there to Inda- 
rung, where he got in touch with a num ber of Dutch nationals whose 
evacuation had not until then been possible. W ith the agreement of the 
Indonesian authorities, he helped them to find the means of transport 
they required.

A little later hostilities were resumed in N orthern Celebes. As the 
ports in this region were being bombed by the rebel forces, further eva
cuations had to  be undertaken, this time in behalf of the families of the 
employees of the Shell Petroleum  W orks at Balikpapan and Tarakan 
(Borneo). The Indonesian Red Cross took part in these evacuations by 
accom panying to  D jakarta a vessel carrying 300 women and children, 
mostly D utch nationals.

By the end of June nearly all D utch nationals in Indonesia had left 
the country to  return to  the Netherlands. Shortly afterwards, M r. D urand 
left in his turn, having accomplished his task in the best possible condi
tions. In order to  assist the num erous civilian victims of the disturbances, 
the IC R C  m ade available to the Indonesian Red Cross, relief supplies 
stated to be necessary consisting of 15 tons of soap, 10,000 metres of 
textiles and 6,000 tins of sweetened condensed milk, as a contribution 
towards this Society’s relief action on behalf of the v ic tim s1.

Ceylon

At the end of May, disturbances occurred in Ceylon between the 
Cingalese population and the Tamils from Southern India. In July, 
the delegate of the International Committee, M r. A. D urand, arrived in 
Colom bo and got in touch with the Red Cross Society and the au tho
rities in Ceylon. He visited refugee camps in the Jaffna area and handed 
over the International Com m ittee’s gift of 15,000 Swiss francs towards 
the relief action undertaken by the Ceylon Red Cross for the assistance

1 T hese relief supplies reached Indonesia in the early m onths o f 1959.
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and resettlement of the refugees. The gift was used for the purchase of 
foodstuffs, soap and clothing material.

EUROPE
Hungary

During the events in 1956, a large delegation was set up in Budapest, 
which was w ithdrawn in 1957. Since then, contacts with the Hungarian 
Red Cross and the H ungarian authorities have been m aintained by tem 
porary missions sent to tha t country. The three missions sent by the IC R C  
to Hungary in 1958 dealt with the following m atters :

a) Winding up of the relief action (1956-1957)

The International C om m ittee’s representatives have continued to 
visit the hospitals to which equipm ent was m ade available under the 
medico-social program m e started early in 1957. They noted that the
gifts had arrived safely and that the setting up of the last equipm ent
delivered would soon be finished. The H ungarian doctors expressed 
great appreciation of the apparatus already in use. The checking of the 
supplies delivered was carried out in the same m anner as for the previous 
year: the doctors in charge of the hospitals signed vouchers which were 
sent through the H ungarian Red Cross to the IC R C  which transm itted 
them to the donors. The delegates of the IC R C  also examined the use 
made by the H ungarian Red Cross of various relief funds which served 
for m aking hospital mattresses and equipping auxiliary medical teams.

b) Manufacture of artificial limbs

Following the program m e established in 1957, the International Com 
mittee supplied two machines which will enable immediate improvement 
to be made in the output of artificial limbs by the old w orkshop until 
the new w orkshop is opened 1. These machines were purchased with 
the balance of the funds donated for H ungary by N ational Red Cross 
Societies.

1 See Annual R eport for 1957, pp. 13-18.
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c) New relief actions

As the gift funds received in 1956 and 1957 were exhausted, the IC R C  
m ade the sum of 15,000 Swiss francs available for the purchase of medi
caments to  meet urgent and vital needs. The purpose of this action was 
to comply with num erous individual requests arising from  the lack of 
certain medicaments and the tem porary stoppage of the m anufacture of 
national products following the events in 1956. The sending of medica
ments still goes on with the help of contributions m ade available by the 
Red Cross Societies of G reat Britain and Switzerland. Requests for medi
caments are sent to the IC R C  by the H ungarian Red Cross, which also 
deals with the distribution of the medical parcels. This Society also recei
ved 500 gift parcels, of which the contents (clothing, soap and tonics) 
were distributed to political detainees in a prison hospital and a prison.

d) Reuniting of Hungarian families

In accordance with Resolution XX adopted by the International 
Conference of the Red Cross a t New Delhi in O ctober-Novem ber 1957, 
some H ungarian refugees who wished to  return to their country were 
repatriated with the help of the Red Cross Societies of the countries of 
asylum, and in some cases the cost of the journey was borne by the 
authorities of those countries.

The H ungarian Red Cross and the H ungarian authorities have made 
repeated approaches, however, to the IC R C  and the Red Cross Societies 
concerned with a view to the repatriation of H ungarian refugee children 
in western countries, whose parents in Hungary have asked for their 
return. For its part, the International Committee has confined its action 
to the transm ission of requests received in this connection to the N ational 
Societies involved and has left it to them to take the measures required 
in each case. I t has merely stressed the absolutely voluntary nature of 
these operations and the need to abstain from any coercion, to enable 
the persons concerned to make a free choice w ithout being influenced in 
any way. In some cases, the International Com m ittee took part in the 
repatriation operations.

The H ungarian Red Cross inform ed the IC R C  at its request, that 
between October 1956 and September 1958, two hundred emigration
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passports had been issued to H ungarian nationals to  enable them to 
join refugee parents in other countries. A t the same time, it supplied 
various particulars concerning departures from  H ungary and the pro
cedure to  be followed to  obtain em igration passports, which were duly 
transm itted to the Red Cross Societies concerned. These Societies have 
applied on fairly num erous occasions to  the H ungarian Red Cross in 
behalf of refugees who asked for members of their families to  be au tho
rised to jo in  them in o ther countries. The IC R C  gave its support to these 
applications and expressed the hope that the reuniting of H ungarian 
families, wherever they m ight be, would be continued.

Greece

A further mission of the IC R C  visited places of detention in Greece 
from  December 5, 1958 to January  4, 1959. The delegates from Geneva, 
Mr. C. Am m ann, and M r. J. M uralti, visited the cam p for exiles at Aghios 
Efstratios and various prisons on the G reek m ainland and in the islands, 
where political prisoners are detained. They distributed clothing and 
medicaments valued at 150,000 Swiss francs. They also gave a donation 
in behalf of the families of political detainees in reduced circumstances. 
During this mission the representatives of the IC R C  were afforded the 
full support of the Greek Red Cross.

As customary, the delegates inform ed the authorities concerned of 
the points noted during their visits and their suggestions, particularly 
in the case of sick persons in exile. They afterwards m ade a report on 
their visits which was sent by the IC R C  to the G reek Government.

Poland

In order to  reply to requests received in 1958 from  sick persons for 
patent medicines, the IC R C  sent a consignment of medicaments to  the 
Polish Red Cross valued at 16,312 Swiss francs. This assistance, the 
beneficiaries of which were mostly persons repatriated from  the USSR, 
was financed by the Com m ittee’s own funds and a donation of the 
British Red Cross.
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Ireland

On February 20, 1958, a delegate of the ICRC, M r. M. Borsinger, 
accom panied by the Chairm an of the Irish Red Cross, visited the camp 
for political internees at Curragh near Dublin. All facilities were accorded 
to  the delegate of the International Committee, who was able to speak 
w ithout witnesses with the internees’ representative. A  report on the 
visit was sent later to the Irish Government.

Spain

As in previous years, the delegate of the IC R C  in Spain, M r. E. Arbenz, 
gave assistance to refugees. The International Committee opened nego
tiations with the Office of the United N ations High Commissioner for 
Refugees with a view to handing over to this organisation the activities 
(of an exceptional and tem porary nature) pursued by the International 
Com m ittee in behalf of refugees in Spain for the past few years.

M r. Arbenz continued to assist some persons under detention and 
their families; he was authorised by the D irector of Prisons to visit a 
prison near M adrid and to  enquire into detention conditions.

The International Committee also lent its services to the Spanish 
Red Cross and the Alliance of Red Cross and Crescent Societies of the 
U SSR for the establishm ent of nominal lists of Spanish nationals wishing 
to be repatriated from the Soviet Union. W ith the Spanish authorities 
and the Spanish Red Cross, it also examined the possibility of facilitating 
the return of some Spanish nationals and their wives (of Russian origin) 
who wished to go back to the USSR. On several occasions, the ICRC took 
up with the Spanish Red Cross and the Spanish authorities, the m atter 
of missing Spanish nationals in Southern M orocco. The International 
Committee applied to the Governm ent in M adrid — it had made a similar 
application to the M oroccan authorities in behalf of missing Spanish 
nationals — for a nom inal list of M oroccan prisoners captured by the 
Spanish forces. Its efforts were successful and the list, received in Feb
ruary, enabled the ICRC to reply to  requests for inform ation from pri
soners’ families C

1 See p. 12.
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Visits to political detainees

Article 3 com m on to the four Geneva Conventions, authorises in 
principle the IC R C  to offer its services in conflicts other than those be
tween States, i.e. “ in the case of arm ed conflict not of an international 
character ” . W ith a view to prom oting the development of international 
law, some G overnm ents have gone far beyond these provisions by affor
ding to the International Com m ittee the possibility of examining the 
conditions of detention of political prisoners, even if no state of civil 
war or internal disturbance exists a t the time. In m ost cases the persons 
concerned had not taken up arm s against the Governm ent but were 
opposed to it for ideological reasons and were guilty of breaking the law. 
These were the circumstances which enabled the IC R C  to visit political 
detainees of this description in three European countries.

The delegates’ visits were confined solely to  the inspection of material 
conditions of detention w ithout regard to  the reasons of such detention. 
After conversing freely with the detained persons, w ithout witnesses, 
they drew up reports on the visits intended exclusively for the detaining 
authorities. The IC R C  thus followed the rule, always applicable in such 
case, that the findings of these reports cannot be used for other than 
hum anitarian purposes.

The States which gave access to prison establishments to delegates 
of the IC R C  did not do so because the problem  of political detainees in 
their territory had reached a particularly acute stage; they merely wished 
to show them  tha t detention conditions were satisfactory and based on 
modern systems. This a ttitude of the authorities greatly facilitated the 
mission undertaken by the International C om m ittee’s representative, 
Mr. H. Beckh, in the three following countries:

German Democratic Republic. — M r. Beckh’s visits to two prisons, 
two hospitals and a prison working cam p (where he spoke freely with 
detainees of his choice), enabled him to see the m aterial conditions of 
detention and to form an idea of the prisoners’ m ental health. After 
receiving his report, the authorities stated that full consideration would 
be given to  his comments and suggestions.

German Federal Republic. — M r. Beckh continued his series of visits 
in this State 1. Visits were m ade to eleven prisons and a prison hospital

1 See A nnual R eport 1957, p. 38.

29



in 1958. The delegate was given all facilities for carrying out his task 
and his suggestions were favourably received.

D uring his mission, M r. Beckh was received by various leading 
figures, in particular the A ttorney General of the G erm an Federal R e
public, with whom  he discussed the question of political detainees in 
ill-health and two very serious cases in particular. This m atter was taken 
up  later by the IC R C  with the Federal M inistry of Justice.

Jugoslavia. — D uring a visit to  this country, M r. Beckh saw the U nder
secretary of State for In ternal Affairs, with whom he had a long dis
cussion on the Jugoslav penitentiary system. The Under-Secretary out
lined the plans of his G overnm ent for running prisons on m ore m odern 
lines and invited M r. Beckh to  see the progress already m ade by visits 
to  prisons of his choice. The delegate visited two prisons and spoke to 
the detainees w ithout witnesses; as customary, he informed the au tho
rities of the points noted by him and his suggestions.

Reuniting of families

The IC R C  continued to  deal with the reuniting of families dispersed 
by the war and its after-effects. Its action was mainly in behalf of persons 
of G erm an origin (Volksdeutsche).

The IC R C  worked in close co-operation with the N ational Red Cross 
Societies of the various countries concerned. Some of these Societies 
undertook the greater part of the work of which the International Com 
m ittee was kept regularly informed. On several occasions it sent a dele
gate to discuss the technical details of this hum anitarian undertaking.

By the end of 1958, over 360,000 persons, mainly of Germ an origin, 
had thus been united with their families; over 260,000 came from Poland, 
about 55,000 from  Jugoslavia, m ore than 20,000 from  Czechoslovakia 
and over 3,000 from Rum ania.

Since this action first started in 1949, seven countries of departure 
and sixteen countries of asylum have lent their support to this hum ani
tarian work of international im portance.
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THE CENTRAL PRISONERS OF WAR AGENCY

The A nnual R eports of the IC R C  give an account of the considerable 
work accomplished each year by the Central Prisoners of W ar Agency. 
In 1958, this vast inform ation centre dealt once m ore with a great num ber 
of enquiries concerning m ilitary personnel and civilians missing or taken 
prisoner during conflicts and its searches frequently led to  successful 
results. The particulars given below show the nature and the scope of 
these activities.

D uring the year the Agency received 104,129 postal items and sent 
out 93,301 ; it dealt with 113,928 cases and opened 35,482 enquiries with 
N ational Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies as well as with G overn
ments and public offices in num erous States.

The volume of work was, on the whole, about the same as for the 
previous year. There was some increase in the mail of the G erm an, French 
Jugoslav and Stateless Persons Sections but a distinct reduction in the 
work of the H ungarian Section.

It was noted in all the different sections of the Agency that the enqui
ries are becoming of a m ore and m ore complex character, especially 
those relating to  the Second W orld W ar. The cases subm itted to the 
Agency by public offices and private individuals — 13 years after the close 
of the hostilities — present great difficulties on account of the time which 
has elapsed. A close study of these cases followed by careful searches in 
card-indexes often led to num erous enquiries being opened with public 
offices in other countries.

In spite of these difficulties it is interesting to note the considerable 
increase in the positive results obtained by the Agency sections. The 
increasingly efficient co-operation in this work of N ational Societies 
and the authorities in m any countries has been of great assistance in 
obtaining these results.

Polish Section. — This section continued to  be very active during the 
year; its work consists of searches for military personnel missing during 
hostilities or form er com batants who did not return to their country at 
the end of the war, the issue of certificates of captivity and applications 
for death ceitificates and inform ation concerning graves, etc. The en
quiries received in 1958 (6,781) m ainly concerned displaced persons.
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It happened in several cases that the enquirers and persons sought were 
both living in Poland and could thus be placed in contact through Geneva.

USSR Section. — Over past years the mail from  and to the USSR 
has continued to increase, especially in 1958. The enquiries mainly con
cerned civilians who disappeared during the Second W orld W ar, but 
others were related to a much earlier period in some cases, for instance, 
the person sought had been missing for a num ber of years, in fact so 
far back as the Revolution in 1917. Despite this great lapse of time some 
successful results were obtained which enabled the Agency to  renew the 
contact between near relatives who had given up all hope of being united. 
Some of this w ork was carried out in co-operation with the Alliance of 
Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies in Moscow, which sent to the 
Agency a num ber of enquiries concerning Soviet citizens, military per
sonnel and civilians, who disappeared during the Second W orld W ar. 
In general enquiries of this description were forwarded to the In ternatio
nal Tracing Service in Arolsen (See p. 35 ff.).

A branch of this section deals with stateless persons resident in the 
USSR. These cases are of a very complex nature in general but have led 
to successful results. Travel documents were issued by the IC R C  to some 
of these stateless persons to enable them  to leave the Soviet Union and to 
jo in  relatives in other countries.

Baltic Section. — The heavy mail which this section continued to re
ceive during the year related firstly to Latvia, then Estonia and L ithu
ania, and most cases consisted of requests for inform ation concerning 
civilians separated from their near relatives since the end of the war. 
These enquiries (4 594 in 1958) led to a good num ber of positive results 
and were frequently made through the Alliance of Red Cross and Red 
Crescent Societies in Moscow. In some instances contacts between fam i
lies were renewed and aged parents were authorised to join their children 
in W estern countries.

Jugoslav Section. — In this section also the volume of work was 
greater then in the previous year. I t consisted mainly of searches for 
form er com batants missing since the war and in m aking out certificates of 
captivity for form er prisoners of war. The majority of these enquiries 
were received through the Jugoslav Red Cross.
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Spanish Section. — The families of deported Spanish nationals who 
died in  concentration camps in G erm any continued to  m ake appli
cations to  this section for the issue of death certificates to enable them to 
subm it claims for com pensation. These certificates were established in 
co-operation with the ITS in Arolsen.

The Spanish Section also dealt with requests from  Spanish nationals 
recently repatriated from  the USSR for the transfer to  Spain of old age 
pensions, sickness and disablement benefits paid to  them  in the Soviet 
Union. The IC R C  made approaches in this m atter through the Alliance 
of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies in Moscow, which usually led 
to favourable results ; by the end of the year m ost of these cases had been 
settled. The section dealt with 224 cases in 1958.

Greek Section. — The section continued its work of tracing G reek na
tionals transferred to  various Eastern or Central European countries 
during the civil war in Greece (1945-1948). I t received a num ber of 
replies, in particular from  the Czechoslovak Red Cross.

French Section. — As a result of the events in N orth  Africa the 
past year was m arked by a considerable increase in the mail. A num ber of 
enquiries were opened with a view to tracing missing military personnel 
in Algeria who were sought by their families. Messages from French 
prisoners held by the A LN  were also transm itted. The French Section 
continued to issue certificates of captivity to form er prisoners in the F irst 
and Second W orld W ars. It made further efforts to trace persons deported 
to G erm any and Alsatians and Lorrainers missing on the Eastern Front. 
The section sent out 1,917 postal items during the year.

Italian Section. — In pursuance of its task which is mostly concerned 
with the identification of prisoners of w ar and civilian internees who died 
during the Second W orld W ar, this section rem ained in close contact 
with the Italian authorities, especially the M inistry of Defence in Rome. 
This work still requites long and difficult research.

The Italian Section continued its efforts to trace m ilitary personnel 
missing on the Eastern Front. Enquiries made in this connection to the 
Alliance of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies led to a further series 
of replies which in most cases consisted of notifications of death.
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The section also dealt with requests received from form er Italian 
prisoners of war for medical records of their treatm ent for wounds or 
sickness during their captivity.

German Section. — This section, one of the most active, is subdivided 
into two sections: military personnel and civilians.The first deals with 
enquiries for missing com batants (in particular on the Eastern Front), 
makes applications for death certificates, seeks inform ation concerning 
the graves of deceased com batants and prisoners and issues certificates 
of captivity. In this connection, num erous enquiries were sent during the 
year to the Alliance of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies to which 
regular replies were received.

The civilian section is also busily engaged, mainly in searching for 
persons who disappeared during hostilities or were displaced as a result 
of post-war events. The num erous enquiries received in this connection 
reveal in general an appalling degree of distress and suffering. In most 
cases they concern families of “ Volksdeutsche ” (persons of G erm an 
origin) in various East European countries (See “ Reuniting of families ”, 
p. 30).

Middle East Section.— The greater part of this section’s work consisted 
in the opening of enquiries on persons living in the N ear and M iddle 
East, whose near relatives were w ithout news. The Agency dealt with 
these enquiries through N ational Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies, 
whose co-operation led to successful results in general.

Far East Section. — In addition to other activities, this section made 
searches for civilians originating from N orth or South K orea missing 
since the hostilities (1950-1953). Enquiries were also opened for tracing 
persons of several nationalities in various parts of the Far East. Positive 
results were achieved for some of the enquiries sent through the Chinese 
Red Cross.

Stateless Persons Section. — In com parison with the previous year 
the work in this section showed a considerable increase in 1958. This 
was due to the fact that many stateless persons resident in Egypt wished to 
take advantage of the emigration facilities offered by the authorities
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in the U.S.A. D epartures for o ther countries were much fewer. This 
section sent out 10,963 postal items during the year.

Hungarian Section. — After the events in autum n 1956 and all through 
1957 this section was faced with a heavy burden of work which mainly 
consisted of taking a census and registering tens of thousands of refugees 
and dealing with the transmission of innum erable messages.

As a result, a great many refugees were pu t in touch with their relatives 
in Hungary or in other countries. In consequence the work of the H un
garian Section has decreased considerably, but it nevertheless continues 
to receive 500 to 600 enquiries each m onth. These enquiries come in 
m ost cases from refugees who wish either to  be repatriated, to obtain 
permission for near relatives to jo in  them or to  ask to  be transferred 
from  one country of asylum to another. Some applications referred to  the 
paym ent of m aintenance by heads of families living abroad in behalf 
of their children who rem ained in Hungary. A total of 7,615 postal 
items was sent out by this section in 1958.

O ther Agency sections no t referred to  here continued their work 
on a smaller but nevertheless very useful scale. These activities were 
very similar to  those m entioned above.

The Agency continued to receive enquiries in 1958 concerning natio
nals of various countries enrolled in the French Foreign Legion, whose 
relatives were w ithout news. Enquiries were opened to obtain news of 
these men and to  inform their families accordingly.

THE INTERNATIONAL TRACING SERVICE (ITS)

Twenty-five million personal cards, over ten million documents, 
nearly eight hundred thousand individual files of persons for whom the 
ITS has received at least one enquiry — these figures reveal the magni
tude of the work of the International Tracing Service a t its headquarters 
in Arolsen (Germ an Federal Republic). Since June 1955, the IC R C  has 
been entrusted with the adm inistration of this organisation.

The International Commission of which the purpose, according to  
present agreements, is to m aintain the international co-operation esta
blished in the dom ain of the ITS, held four meetings in 1958, at which 
the representatives of France, Belgium, the Germ an Federal Republic,

35



Israel, Italy, Luxemburg, the Netherlands, the United K ingdom, the 
United States and Greece were present. A  representative of the United 
N ations High Commissioner for refugees also attended the meetings; 
the IC R C  was represented by M r. R. G allopin, Executive D irector and 
M r. N. Burckhardt, D irector of the ITS.

The work of the ITS continued to increase during the year. As the 
authorities in the G erm an Federal Republic had fixed April 1, 1958 as 
the final date for sending in applications for com pensation to  victims 
of the national socialist regime, the result was a heavy flow of work and 
it became necessary to engage further staff. By the end of 1958 the staff 
of the ITS had reached 255.

In 1958 the ITS received a to tal of 154,581 applications (203,801 in 
1957), which included:

—- 39,032 individual enquiries and requests for photostat copies of 
medical records ;

— 84,327 requests for certificates to obtain com pensation;

— 31,070 applications for death certificates;

—  152 requests for inform ation of a historical o r statistical nature.

Postal items dispatched by the ITS in 1958 am ounted to 383,023 
(358,842 in 1957) and consisted of:

—  96,120 positive or negative replies to individual enquiries and re
quests for photostat copies of medical records and death 
certificates;

—286,903 certificates or reports concerning requests for docum ents to 
obtain com pensation, including 34,626 certificates of im pri
sonm ent, 39,849 certificates of residence or assigned residence, 
67,475 reports on cases of doubtful identity, 144,801 negative 
replies, 152 reports of a historical or statistical nature.

In 1958 the ITS central card-index was supplemented by the addition 
of 644,817 cards (343,869 in 1957) and the classification of 478,901 cards 
(425,979 in 1957). In addition 173,213 cards were classified for other 
sections.
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By the end of the year the ITS Child Research Branch had finished 
sorting the files of unaccom panied children and had classified those 
concerning G erm an Children, which were forw arded to the “ K inder- 
suchdienst ” (Child Research Service) of the G erm an Red Cross in 
Ham burg.

The ITS continued to  analyse new docum ents, containing about 
44,000 names, m ade available in 1958, relating to victims of the national 
socialist regime.

M ention should be m ade of the very useful card-index received from 
the General Sikorski H istorical Institute in London. It is a numerical 
card-index used in the M authausen concentration camp, which gives 
precise personal particulars and num erous details concerning the inmates. 
This card-index m ade it possible to  classify 27,000 names of which about 
12%were quite unknown to the ITS.

An ITS mission w orking in autum n 1958 at the Auschwitz Museum 
took microfilms of concentration cam p docum ents which, a t a first 
estimate, referred to about 400,000 names. The microfilms will be copied 
and the docum ents analysed in order to  draw up new lists.

The ITS is now the m ost im portan t and complete centre of infor
m ation on persons deported, displaced or missing in G erm any and the 
countries occupied by the Germ an forces during the Second W orld W ar.

TRAINING OF MEDICAL PERSONNEL AND  
ASSISTANCE TO WAR-DISABLED

The Medical Personnel Section continued in 1958 its widespread and 
useful activities, which correspond to  the prim ary duties of the Red Cross. 
The first purpose of this great institution, of which the IC R C  is the 
founder body, was to  train in peace time the medical personnel required 
to care for the wounded and sick in time of war.

The work of this Section therefore consists in carrying out missions 
and studying questions relating to the preparation of medical personnel. 
It also m aintains relations with international bodies engaged in activi
ties similar to its own and with national nursing associations; a sum m ary 
of its work is given below:
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Following her previous missions in India, Iraq  and Iran, Miss A. Pfir- 
ter, H ead of the M edical Personnel Section, visited Lebanon, Syria, 
Jordan and Turkey in 1958. She studied with the Red Cross and Red 
Crescent Societies of those countries various problems connected with 
the recruiting and training of medical personnel to enable these Societies 
to be better prepared to fulfil their duties under the Geneva Conventions.

Following a request of the Jordan  Red Crescent, Miss Pfirter handed 
over to this Society a gift of a complete set of surgical instrum ents, six 
medical kits for doctors and one hundred first-aid kits for ambulance 
workers. The gift was handed over in the presence of Mr. D. de Traz, 
General-Delegate of the IC R C  for the M iddle East.

In Europe, Miss Pfirter took part in an im portant meeting of the 
G erm an Red Cross in W iesbaden, attended by over a thousand nurses. 
On the invitation of the French Red Cross, she was present during the 
“ Journées d ’études ” a t Evian in June. She gave a lecture on the role of 
nurses and social workers within the Red Cross, a t which 120 depart
m ental heads of the Red Cross, m atrons in charge of nursing schools 
and social workers were present.

The members of the Congress in Evian were received at the headquar
ters of the IC R C  in Geneva, and by the League of Red Cross Societies. 
Miss L. Odier, M em ber of the International Committee, spoke of the 
Red Cross Societies’ need to  prepare in peace time for their duties in 
time of war. A lecture was also given by M r. J. Pictet, D irector for G ene
ral Affairs of the ICRC, on Red Cross principles and the work of the 
ICRC.

The Medical Personnel Section remains in close contact with the 
International Council of Nurses and various nursing associations. With 
these bodies it discusses general problem s, exchanges docum entary 
m aterial and transm its requests for inform ation.

In 1958 the M edical Personnel Section received a num ber of visits 
from nurses, first aid and social workers from various countries. It also 
organised inform ation meetings in behalf of groups of nurses and stu
dents visiting the IC R C  headquarters. In September student nurses taking 
part in hom e nursing courses organised by the League of Red Cross So
cieties visited the IC R C  headquarters.

Reference may be made to  the publication of a G erm an translation 
of the booklet “ Nurses and the Geneva Conventions of 1949 ” by Mr.
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J.-P. Schoenholzer, m em ber of the Legal D epartm ent of the ICRC. 
N um erous IC R C  publications on the subject of medical personnel were 
sent, on request, to  various Red Cross Societies, nursing associations, 
arm y medical sevices and private individuals.

War Disablement Section. — The work of this section covered various 
fields in the world in 1958. It continued the relief action in behalf of 
about 100 A ustrian children and young people injured by the explosion 
of w ar m aterial, after a choice of the m ost needy cases. F o r some of them 
the IC R C  contributed towards their apprenticeship or purchased text 
books required for their professional training. Some were given a period 
of convalescence and others were supplied with orthopaedic foot-wear, 
linen and clothing. This assistance is dealt with by the IC R C  Deleagtion in 
Vienna in conjunction w ith the district offices of the A ustrian social 
welfare adm inistration.

In the Germ an Federal Republic the IC R C  made gifts of about a 
hundred invalid chairs to “ Volksdeutsche ” and other Germ an refugees. 
This action, which has now come to an end, was carried out in conjun- 
tion with the G erm an Red Cross in Bonn. The IC R C  m ade a choice of 
the beneficiaries from the lists sent to it by this Society which dealt with 
the purchase and distribution of the invalid chairs.

The IC R C  distributed to Algerian w ar disabled in M orocco 72 arti
ficial eyes, 20 pairs of crutches and 2 invalid chairs. These supplies were 
sent to the Lousteau H ospital and R ehabilitation Centre in Oujda. 
Further, some 15 persons who had suffered am putation were provided 
with artificial legs m anufactured by an orthopaedic firm in Casablanca.

In connection with the relief action in behalf of some forty Italian 
children and youths whose eyesight is lost or seriously im paired, about 20 
were given treatm ent a t the Geneva eye hospital in 1958. Professor 
A. Franceschetti, M em ber of the IC R C , gives his personal attention 
to this action which is being continued. The beneficiaries who all belong 
to poor families come from various parts of Italy.

The IC R C  continues to receive num erous individual appeals sent by 
persons in war stricken countries. It notifies the m ost urgent cases to 
the N ational Societies of the applicants’ countries to which correspon
dents are advised to apply. If no assistance can be given the IC R C  recon
siders the case in conjunction with the Society concerned. It has thus 
made available a few medicaments, Braille watches, special lenses and
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a hearing aid for the use of war-disabled persons unable to  purchase 
these essential articles, on the recom m endation of the Red Cross Societies 
of the countries concerned.

In January  1958, Miss Pfirter discussed the question of assistance to 
w ar disabled with the directors of the Jugoslav Red Cross. She represen
ted the IC R C  at the In ternational Conference on Legislation concerning 
Veterans and W ar Victims organised a t The Hague in N ovem ber by the 
W orld Veterans Federation (WVF).
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SU M M A R Y  TABLE O F R E L IE F  ACTIONS

(Classified by countries and categories o f  persons assisted)

Value
Sw iss

Francs

A lg e r ia ................... Internees and d e t a i n e e s ................................. 11,875.—
D isplaced  civilian p o p u la t io n ........................ 2 ,409.—

A u s t r ia ................... C ivilian population  and war-disabled . . . 795.—
R e fu g e e s .................................................................. 1,500.—

C e y l o n ................... C ivilian p o p u la t i o n ........................................... 15,000.—
Cyprus ................... Political d e t a in e e s ................................................ 10,000.—
Egypt ........................ C ivilian population  and w ar-disabled . . 2 ,170.—

Political d e ta in e e s ................................................ 1,200.—
France ................... D e t a i n e e s .............................................................. 2 ,200.—

C ivilian population and w ar-disabled . . 1,402.—
Germany . . . . R e fu g e e s .................................................................. 2 ,000.—

( Fed. Rep.) W a r-d isa b led ......................................................... 800.—
Greece ........................ Political d e ta in e e s ................................................ 115,000.—

C ivilian population  and w ar-disabled . . 461.—
Hungary . . . . C ivilian population and w ar-disabled . . 7 ,810.—

Political p r iso n e r s ................................................ 10,838.—
Indonesia . . . . D isplaced persons ........................................... 150.—
I r a n ........................ Earthquake v i c t i m s ........................................... 8 ,718.—
I t a l y ........................ R efugees .............................................................. 2,250.—

Blind c h i l d r e n .................................................... 44,428.—
Japan ................... Internees .............................................................. 1,300.—
Lebanon . . . . V ictim s o f  d i s t u r b a n c e s ................................. 217,655.—
Morocco * . . . A lgerian r e f u g e e s ................................................ 339,264.-—

Algerian w a r -d is a b le d ...................................... 8,470.—
Prisoners o f  w a r ............................................... 5,000.—

P o l a n d ................... C ivilian population and war-disabled . . 16,312.—
S p a in ........................ C ivilian p o p u la t io n ........................................... 284.—
T u n is ia ................... A lgerian r e f u g e e s ................................................ 117,958.—
Viet Nam (South) . W ar-disabled (artificial lim b w orkshop) 11,437.—
Other countries . . R efugees, stateless persons, e tc ....................... 9 ,410.—

T o t a l ................... 968,096.—

* T he IC R C  also  accom panied a cargo o f  2 ,500 tons o f  relief supplies including  
foodstuffs, cloth ing and blankets, valued at Sw. Fr. 2 ,000,000 donated by the Red  
Crescent o f the U nited  Arab R epublic in behalf o f A lgerian refugees.
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II. GENERAL ACTIVITES

PRACTICAL APPLICATION AND DEVELOPMENT  
OF HUMANITARIAN LAW

The Geneva Conventions

The Geneva Conventions form  the basis of hum anitarian law. The 
IC RC, which is the prom oter of these instrum ents, attaches particular 
im portance to their dissemination and adoption by all the countries of 
the world.

In 1958, there was a further increase in the num ber of States party 
to the four Geneva Conventions of August 12, 1949. The following 
accessions were notified: Dom inican Republic (January 22), G hana 
(August 2), Indonesia (September 30), Cam bodia (December 8), M on
golian People’s Republic (December 20). There was also one ratification, 
by Australia (October 14) 1. Thus, by the end of 1958, seventy-five States 
were party  to the Geneva Conventions.

The Legal D epartm ent of the IC R C  has completed the Com m entary 
on the Second Convention of 1949 relating to the hum anitarian rules 
to be observed in the event of war a t sea, as well as that on the Third 
Convention, relative to prisoners of war. These two volumes are now 
available.

This m arks the completion of a long-term and extensive juridical 
undertaking. The four Geneva Conventions of 1949, which form the

1 T he date show n in brackets is the date on  which the notification of accession  or 
instrum ents o f ratification were deposited  w ith the Sw iss Federal Political D epart
m ent, at Berne.
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fundam ental basis of hum anitarian law, are now provided with a prac
tical juridical com m entary which could hardly have been m ore com pre
hensive.

The English translation of these two volumes is in course of prepa
ration.

The illustrated booklet in nine languages 1, giving a summary of the 
principal provisions of the Geneva Conventions for the general public, 
continues to prove a great success. By the end of 1958, the first edition 
was alm ost exhausted. The IC R C  is considering publishing a second 
edition with some am endm ents which would make it still m ore effective.

Lastly, in Resolutions X X IX  and XXX, the X lX th  International 
Conference of the Red Cross emphasized the advisability of spreading 
knowledge of the Geneva Conventions am ong young people. Following 
those Resolutions, the IC R C  and the League of Red Cross Societies have 
jointly approached U N ESCO  and the In ternational Bureau of Education 
with a view to the inclusion of this m atter on the agenda of a future 
International Conference on Public Education.

Furtherm ore, the International Com m ittee and the League considered 
that a plan of action in this field would be useful for the N ational Socie
ties, particularly for the Junior Red Cross. The two institutions consulted 
two experts on this subject, Miss B. Coke, D irector of the British Junior 
Red Cross, and M r. G. Fehr, D irector of the Junior Red Cross of the 
German Federal Republic. These experts were in Geneva from Novem ber 
2 to 12, and took part in the meetings of the International Committee 
and the League with a view to the im plem entation of the above-mentioned 
Resolutions. The results of this study are encouraging and a plan of action 
has been drawn up.

International medical law

The IC R C  has already had several discussions with the International 
Committee of M ilitary M edicine and Pharm acy and the W orld Medical 
Association, attended also by an observer from  the W orld Health Organi
zation. A certain num ber of general principles and rules concerning the 
medical profession in war-time were then formulated.

1 See A nnual R eport for 1957, p. 60.
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A  further meeting on the same subject, with the same participants, 
took place in the spring of 1958 at Antwerp. The subjects discussed were 
medical ethics in war-time and, in particular, the choice of a distinctive 
emblem for use by doctors and medical personnel not entitled to display 
the red cross emblem.

Protection of civilians

The X lX th In ternational Conference of the Red Cross, which met at 
New Delhi in the autum n of 1957, took note of the “ D raft Rules for the 
Lim itation of the Dangers incurred by the Civilian Population in Time 
of W ar ” draw n up by the IC R C  1. The Conference approved the action 
taken and requested the IC R C  to transm it the D raft Rules to the Govern
ments, together with the record of its discussions on the subject.

This task was completed by the IC R C  in the spring of 1958. A con
siderable am ount of work was involved. The verbatim  record of the 
discussions at New Delhi had been made in English only, and it was 
therefore necessary to  transcribe the text of speeches made in other 
languages from  the tape recordings of the proceedings. In addition, it 
seemed advisable to subm it the records of the speeches to those who had 
delivered them, for a final check. After this had been done, the whole 
record then had to be translated into the three working languages of the 
Conference (English, French, Spanish).

Thus, in M ay 1958 the IC R C  was able to  forward to all the G overn
ments a docum ent comprising 184 pages containing a record of the 
discussions at New Delhi on the D raft Rules. This docum ent is entitled: 
“ X lX th International Conference of the Red Cross: Final Record con
cerning the D raft Rules for the Lim itation of the Dangers incurred by 
the Civilian Population in Time of W ar, April 1958

This document, which the IC R C  sent to all the Governm ents and the 
N ational Red Cross Societies, for their inform ation, was accompanied 
by a m em orandum  signed by the President of the ICRC, dated M ay 12, 
1958. After recalling that the New Delhi Conference had considered that 
a set of rules revising and extending those previously accepted was highly 
desirable, the m em orandum  went on to state:

1 See A nnual R eport for 1957, pp. 80-85.
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“ . . .  Reference has sometimes been made, in this connection, to the 
work and discussions on disarm am ent. The International Committee is 
of the opinion that the object of those discussions, for which the Red 
Cross would be the first to  hope for a successful conclusion, is quite 
distinct from tha t involved in setting up rules for the purpose of protecting 
the civilian population in  time of war. This task  — in which no inter
governmental organisation is engaged at the present time — will never 
dispense with the need to try  to  achieve the object of the discussions on 
disarm am ent, but the two undertakings are not by any means mutually 
exclusive. On the contrary, until such time as these discussions have 
attained their object, the reaffirmation of the few essential rules for pro
tection could also —  even to a slight degree — increase a feeling of securi
ty am ong peoples and thus help to strengthen that confidence between 
States to which the people of the world aspire.

“ The International Com m ittee would therefore be grateful if Govern
ments would give due consideration to the texts subm itted foi their atten
tion and to the recom m endation of the X lX th International Conference 
of the Red Cross.

“ The drawing up of the rules recom m ended by the New Delhi Con
ference is now a m atter for Governm ents. Nevertheless, the Conference 
resolution urges the International Com m ittee to continue its efforts. This 
appeal strengthens the Com m ittee in its resolution to  continue its studies, 
in the light of the Conference discussions and in the hum anitarian spirit 
which has prevailed in its previous efforts, with a view to assisting p ro 
gress towards an international agreem ent — the logical conclusion of 
this work.

“ On the com pletion of its studies, and following consultations which 
may possibly be held on the subject, and when the documents appended 
have duly been examined by the recipients, the International Committee 
will submit, if its studies enable it to  do so, some definite proposals to 
the authorities concerned.

“ It would be of great interest to the International Committee to re
ceive suggestions from  the G overnm ents concerning future w ork in this 
connection .”

In September 1958, at the w orking and inform ation meeting held at 
the IC R C  headquarters on the occasion of the 78th session of the Exe
cutive Com m ittee of the League of Red Cross Societies, the representa
tives of the In ternational Com m ittee emphasized that it was now pri



marily for the G overnm ents to take further action in this field. They 
thanked the N ational Red Cross Societies for the interest which they 
had taken in the work, and asked them to use their influence with their 
Governm ents in order tha t the latter give consideration w ithout delay 
to  the docum ents which had been despatched to them  in May.

By the end of the year, some thirty Governm ents had acknowledged 
receipt of these documents. A  num ber of them indicated briefly that the 
D raft Rules and annexed documents had been transm itted to the compe
tent services which would study them  and forward to the IC R C  any 
rem arks or suggestions which they might wish to make.

International legal status of civil defence personnel

The IC R C  has given attention to other aspects of the problem of the 
protection of civilians in time of war. Thus, it was represented at the 
Third International Civil Defence Conference, held at Geneva from M ay 
12 to 16, 1958.

The agenda for this conference included an item on the legal status 
of civil defence personnel. A representative of the IC R C  specified the 
conditions to be fulfilled by such personnel, under the law of nations, 
in order to enjoy some measure of im m unity in war-time. Following 
this statem ent, and after a discussion in which the IC R C  had a further 
opportunity  to express its views, the Conference adopted a resolution 
requesting the Governments to  draw up a code for civil defence personnel, 
clearly defining their rights and duties.

Acting on an initiative of the IC R C  the Conference also approved the 
adoption by medical civil defence personnel of the medical emblem, 
i.e. the staff of Aesculapius, red on a white ground. This emblem would 
be reserved for the members of such personnel who are not entitled under 
the Geneva Conventions to display the red cross emblem. At another 
international meeting, consideration will be given to the question of a 
possible emblem for use by all civil defence personnel.

Since the m atters discussed at this Conference were of particular 
interest to the Red Cross, a circular letter, prepared jointly by the ICRC 
and the League of Red Cross Societies, which had also been represented 
at the Conference, was sent to all the N ational Societies 1.

1 Circular N o . 425 o f February 6, 1959.
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Application of humanitarian principles in the event of internal disturbances

F or a long time past, the IC R C  has given attention to the problem 
of assisting the victims of internal conflicts and disturbances. This m atter 
has become all the m ore pressing since m ost of the conflicts in which it 
has had to intervene in recent years have been precisely internal in nature. 
Of course, Article 3 com m on to the four Geneva Conventions provides 
some basis for action by the IC R C ; the latter also endeavours to take 
action, however, even when tha t text is not legally applicable, merely 
on the basis of Red Cross principles.

In 1953 and 1955, it called two meetings of international experts at 
Geneva, and these provided an opportunity  to  reaffirm certain principles 
which might serve to  support hum anitarian action by the IC R C 1. 
In 1958, the Legal D epartm ent tried to draw  inform ation from  recent 
events which might be of use for the fresh consultations which are 
planned.

D ue to  the understanding attitude of certain Powers, the IC R C  has 
been authorized to visit political detainees, although the latter were 
deprived of their liberty in circumstances which cannot be described 
as conflicts or disturbances of the usual kind.

Legal assistance to aliens

In accordance with Resolution XVI of the X lX th  International Con
ference of the Red Cross (New Delhi, 1957), the IC R C  has continued 
to  study the question of legal assistance to  aliens in countries where 
none is given to  them.

It took an active part in the creation of an “ International Centre for 
the Co-ordination of Legal Assistance ”, which was established at Ge
neva in June 1958, under the auspices of the Conference of N on-G overn
mental Organizations interested in M igration. The principal aims oi the 
Centre are as follows:

to place all relevant inform ation at the disposal of non-governmental 
organizations concerned with legal assistance, and to facilitate the ex
change of inform ation am ong them ;

1 See Annual R eport for 1953, p. 66 and Annual R eport for 1955, p. 47.
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to  encourage co-operation between those organizations for the deve
lopm ent of legal assistance and the establishment of new agencies 
wherever they are deemed necessary, particularly for m igrants and 
refugees;

to  m aintain contact between governmental and intergovernm ental 
authorities, as well as with professional associations of jurists, in order 
to develop legal assistance, particularly to migrants and refugees;

to  arrange for the publication of notes, docum ents and inform ation 
likely to sustain public interest in the development of legal assistance.

The Centre is administered by a Bureau consisting of three members. 
The representative of the International Committee of the Red Cross to 
the Conference of N on-G overnm ental Organizations interested in M i
gration was elected President.

Shortly after the establishm ent of the Centre, the International Bar 
Association (an im portant professional body with 140,000 members 
am ong jurists and advocates throughout the world) announced its 
intention of setting up a reference bureau to facilitate professional rela
tions between jurists for the development of legal assistance and the 
solution of difficult cases in which the legislation of several countries 
had to be taken into account.

In July, the International Committee instructed M r. Coursier, M ember 
of the Legal D epartm ent, to  attend the General Assembly of the In ter
national Bar Association in Cologne and to approach the rapporteur 
for the proposal, with a view to co-ordinating the activities of the above- 
m entioned bureau with those of the International Centre for the Co
ordination of Legal Assistance. The President of the Centre subsequently 
went to Baden to attend the Congress held there by European and inter
national associations for the study of the refugee problem , in order to 
inform  them of the new opportunities of legal assistance for refugees. 
The Office of the United N ations High Commissioner for Refugees 
has agreed to make a financial contribution to assist the work of the new 
International Centre.

Telecommunication between hospital ships and armed forces

In 1949, the Geneva D iplom atic Conference adopted a resolution 
(No. 6) recommending that the Governm ents should draw up regulations
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to  ensure the best possible com m unications between hospital ships 
on the one hand, and land, naval and air forces on the other. The Italian 
Governm ent drew up a first set of draft regulations, which it was intended 
to  subm it to  a Com m ittee of Experts convened for that purpose; due 
to various circumstances, however, the meeting could not take place.

In the course of 1958, the question was taken up anew by Swedish 
experts, who subm itted to  the IC R C  a series of proposals with a view 
to implementing the 1949 resolution. The G overnm ents directly inter
ested were approached as well as the Swiss Federal G overnm ent, which 
acts as depositary for the Geneva Conventions. Finally, it was agreed to 
convene a meeting of experts with specialized knowledge of tele
com m unication at sea in war-time. It should thus be possible to achieve 
a positive result.

RELATIONS WITH RED CROSS INSTITUTIONS

In 1958, as always in the past, the IC R C  rem ained in close contact 
with the various N ational Red Cross (Red Crescent, Red Lion and Sun) 
Societies as well as with their federative body, the League of Red Cross 
Societies. In addition to  the jo in t m onthly meetings of the directorate 
of the League and the IC R C , held alternately a t each institu tion’s head
quarters to  discuss m atters of com m on interest, various meetings took 
place to  consider special subjects.

Official recognition of National Societies

Under its Statutes, the IC R C  is instructed to grant official recognition 
to  new N ational Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies; in 1958 it 
recognized two Societies : the M oroccan Red Crescent on August 7, 
and the Libyan Red Crescent on O ctober 5. These two Societies thus 
became members of the In ternational Red Cross.

Relations with National Societies

The New Delhi Conference, in autum n 1957, gave the members and 
staff of the IC R C  an opportunity  to establish and renew contact with
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the N ational Red Cross (Red Crescent, Red Lion and Sun) Societies. 
Following this great international assembly, several IC R C  representatives 
visited N ational Societies, and in 1958, therefore, there were fewer 
“ courtesy visits ” by IC R C  delegates. Nevertheless, am ong the N ational 
Societies visited by representatives of the International Committee, 
m ention may be made of the Red Cross of Belgium, the Netherlands, 
Spain, D enm ark, Sweden, Poland, R um ania and Bulgaria.

In December, two groups of IC R C  staff members made a study 
visit to  the headquarters of the Swiss Red Cross at Berne. They listened 
to  many interesting talks and were able to  have useful exchanges of views.

N um erous officials of N ational Societies visited the IC R C  head
quarters. They included the following: Mrs. A. M esaros (Rum anian 
Red Cross), Mrs. I. D om anska (Polish Red Cross), M r. H. Asfahani 
(Egyptian Red Crescent), M r. G. Gospodinov (Bulgarian Red Cross), 
M r. N .I. Tchikalenko (Alliance of Red Cross and Red Crescent Socie
ties of the USSR), M r. G. Vermesch (French Red Cross), Dr. C. Zouiten 
(Tunisian Red Crescent), H. E. M r. Djemil M ardem  Bey (Syrian Red 
Crescent), D r. L. S. R obertson (Red Cross of the Union of South Africa), 
Dr. W. Ludwig (Red Cross of the Germ an D em ocratic Republic) and 
Dr. D. Poitevin (G uatem alan Red Cross).

In September, the IC R C  received participants at the session of the 
Executive Committee of the League of Red Cross Societies. It also 
received two study-visitors, namely Miss B. Viera Freitas, of the U ru
guayan Red Cross, and M r. F. de Soto Oriol, of the Spanish Red Cross L 
They both spent several weeks at the IC R C  headquarters and were 
able to follow the Com m ittee’s various activities.

RELATIONS OF THE ICRC WITH 
INTERNATIONAL ORGANISATIONS

Because of its many hum anitarian activities in such diverse parts 
of the world, the IC R C  has to m aintain frequent contact with the num e
rous international organisations, and this often gives rise to fruitful co
operation on questions of common interest.

1 Mr. de S oto  Oriol unfortunately died soon  after his return to Spain.
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United Nations

The IC R C  m aintains constant and cordial relations with the United 
N ations, whose European Office is its neighbour in Geneva. Thus, on 
February 27, the new D irector of the European Office, M r. P. P. Spinelli, 
visited the President of the IC R C  and was shown the card-index of the 
Central Prisoners of W ar Agency.

The IC R C  has continued to  keep in close touch with the Office of the 
United N ations High Com m issioner for Refugees, particularly concerning 
the reunion of H ungarian families. I t was represented by Mrs. M athez and 
Mr. Beckh at the Seventh Session of the Executive Committee of the 
U nited N ations Refugee Fund, held at the Palais des N ations in January. 
On December 17, the High Commissioner, M r. Auguste Lindt, visited 
the IC R C  headquarters and had discussions with the President, M r. Bois- 
sier, and the Executive D irector, M r. Gallopin.

Several IC R C  representatives attended meetings and conferences 
organized by the United N ations or the specialized agencies, as observers. 
They were as follows: M r. Pictet and M r. Schoenholzer attended thè 
21st Session of the Executive Com m ittee of the W orld Health Organi
zation (January); Miss Pfirter attended the meetings of the Commission 
on the Status of W omen (M arch-A pril); M r. Coursier and M r. Gaillard 
followed the 26th Session of the Economic and Social Council (July- 
August); M r. Pilloud and M r. Wilhelm attended the Administrative 
Telegraph Conference of the In ternational Telecom m unication Union 
(August-September); Miss Pfirter attended the special meeting organi
zed by the International Labour Organisation to  study working condi
tions for nursing personnel (O ctober); lastly, in October, Mr. Michel 
attended the session of the Advisory Com m ittee on Educational Pro
blems of UN ESCO , held in Paris, when the question of instructing 
young people in the principles of the Geneva Conventions was considered.

Other organisations

The IC R C  also keeps in touch with the governmental o r private 
organisations which are not specialized agencies of the United Nations: 
These include: the Intergovernm ental Committee for European Migra? 
tion (ICEM ), the International Com m ittee of M ilitary Medicine and
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Pharmacy, the W orld Medical Association, the International Union 
for Child W elfare, the W orld Veterans Federation, the International 
Bar Association, the International Union of Fam ily Organizations, 
the Universal Alliance of Young People’s Christian Unions, the Jewish 
Agency for Palestine, the W orld Council of Churches, the Friends 
Society (Quakers), the International Federation for the W elfare of 
Populations, the International Civil Defence O rganization, the E uro
pean Association for the Study of the Refugee Problem , the International 
Council of Nurses, the International Social Service and the W orld 
Peace Council.

INFORMATION AND PUBLICATIONS

In order to  carry out its charitable task in the world, the IC R C  must 
have the support of public confidence. It therefore makes every effort 
to  keep public opinion everywhere well informed. The Inform ation 
D epartm ent was particularly active in 1958; it established many con
tacts with the press in Switzerland and other countries, issued thirty- 
three press releases and many articles, distributed a great deal of m ate
rial in written and graphic form  (including about 3,000 photographs), 
replied to  a host of requests for inform ation and organized talks and 
lectures. In the same way, through the Broadcasting and Television 
Office, the IC R C  used these media too and gained public attention by 
taking a considerable part in the Universal Exhibition at Brussels; it 
also issued a new film illustrating some of its activités.

Broadcasts

The IC R C  makes various types of broadcasts. First of all, the so- 
called test broadcasts, intended for verifying the use of the wave-length 
assigned to  the ICRC. In the event of war, this wave-length would be 
used for urgent com m unications by the Com m ittee and its represe- 
tatives in various parts of the world, especially for transm itting lists 
of prisoners of w ar and civilians, or family messages.
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In norm al times, the IC R C  carries out test broadcasts and requests 
reports from  listeners. After the first series of broadcasts in 1958, made 
in June, a rem arkably large num ber of listening reports was received: 
a total of 3,137 from  four continents; 82 recordings of these broadcasts 
were also received.

T he IC R C  Broadcasting and Television Office could not deal with 
such a volume of correspondence within a reasonable time, and there
fore had to desist from  asking all listeners to  send in reports and to 
content itself with those sent by the various N ational Red Cross Societies 
or certain private correspondents. Thus, following the second series of 
test broadcasts, in O ctober, 625 listening reports and 35 recordings 
were received. Since then, test broadcasts have been made four times a 
year over this wave-length which would be so useful in the event of a 
conflict.

As in previous years, the international broadcast on M ay 8 (Red Cross 
Day), prepared jo intly  by the IC R C  and the League of Red Cross Socie
ties, was heard by millions of listeners. In 1958, it was made in conjunc
tion with the N ational Broadcasting Institute of Belgium on the occasion 
of the Brussels Exhibition and the inauguration of the Red Cross Pavilion. 
The program m e was broadcast by thirteen transm itters in nine Euro
pean countries, either direct or recorded, in the following languages: 
French, G erm an, Italian, Serbo-Croat, English, Spanish and Arabic.

In future, the broadcast is to  be prepared by a different country 
each year. In 1959, it was Italy, on the occasion of the Centenary of 
Solferino; in 1960, it will be France, in 1961, Belgium, in 1962, M onte- 
Carlo, in 1963, Switzerland, where the Centenary of the foundation 
of the Red Cross will be celebrated, and in 1964, Austria.

In connection with the annual IC R C  collection in Switzerland, 
between August 28 and September 20, the Swiss national stations — 
Sottens, Berom ünster and M onte-Ceneri — broadcast a series of p ro
grammes including interviews and talks by delegates and staff members 
of the International Committee. The television stations at Uetliberg 
and La Dole transm itted IC R C  films and various docum entary reports 
on its activities.

A t the end of 1958, the IC R C  Broadcasting and Television Office 
also arranged for the transm ission of the end-of-year messages by the 
President of the In ternational Com m ittee and the Chairm an of the Board 
of G overnors of the League of Red Cross Societies. These messages were
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recorded in nine languages and were sent to fifty countries in five 
continents.

The special broadcasts by the IC R C  in Spanish and Arabic have 
continued to prove successful. They are transm itted each week by the 
Swiss Short-W ave Service and include varied programmes, with talks 
and interviews illustrating the principles and ideals of the Red Cross, 
the Geneva Conventions and the activities of the International Com 
mittee. A considerable volume of correspondence is received from the 
regions where these broadcasts are heard.

In addition, recorded program m es are now sent regularly to the broad
casting services in M orocco and Tunisia.

In connection with the IC R C  broadcasting activities, a particu
larly regrettable event m ust be recorded here: the accidental death in 
June 1958, of M r. R obert Ferrazino, who had worked in the IC R C  
broadcasting services since 1945. Following this, a new agreement was 
concluded in October between the IC R C  and Radio-Genève; this 
agreement makes appropriate arrangem ents for the IC R C  Broadcasting 
and Television Office, which uses the “ M ax H uber Studio ” in the 
Radio-Genève building and is directed by M r. Georges Kuhne.

Universal International Exhibition at Brussels

The IC R C  took  part in the Brussels Exhibition by participating in 
the Red Cross Pavilion. This pavilion, which was built and fiananced 
alm ost entirely by the Belgian Red Cross, was situated near that So
ciety’s exhibit and contained the displays of the IC R C  and the League. 
There were illustrated panels, showing Henry D unan t’s action at Sol
ferino and the beginning of the Red Cross movement, as well as the 
m any activities of the IC R C  in assisting the victims of conflicts, parti
cularly prisoners of war and civilians. O ther panels showed in a symbolic 
way how the IC R C  acts as a neutral intermediary. There were also 
references to the Geneva Conventions and to the work of the IC R C  
for the development of hum anitarian law. A large num ber of visitors 
showed great interest in the Red Cross Pavilion.

Films

In the summer of 1958, a new short docum entary film on the IC R C  
was completed and shown to the public. This film, entilted “ Blood is
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still being sh ed . . .  ”, was m ade by the Geneva producer, M r. C. G. Du- 
vanel, and shows recent missions of the IC R C  and its delegates in Kenya, 
Suez and the Sinai desert, H ungary and N orth  Africa. This docum entary 
film, which is one of the m ost successful am ong those which the IC R C  
has made, immediately met w ith a warm reception. Versions were pre
pared in French, English, G erm an, Italian and Spanish, as well as an 
international version which has a sound-track bu t no spoken text.

Revue internationale de la Croix-Rouge

D uring 1958, the Revue internationale de la Croix-Rouge published 
articles by contributors all over the world, for example, M r. Octavian 
Belea, President of the Rum anian Red Cross, General D r. Benjamin 
Gonsalvez, Secretary General of the Brazilian Red Cross, and M r. Masu- 
taro  Inoue, D irector of Foreign Affairs of the Japanese Red Cross. 
Each was devoted either to the work of the Red Cross in a country 
{La Croix-Rouge roumaine au service de la vie et de la paix) or to history 
{Anna Nery, mother o f  the Brazilian people) \  or to  m atters of grave 
current concern {National preparatory measures by the Red Cross against 
the dangers o f  atomic warfare).

These examples show tha t the Revue internationale is continuing 
its purpose: to give all the N ational Societies an opportunity  of writing 
about subjects which are of direct interest to  them  and which may also 
interest the Red Cross movement throughout the world. U nder the 
heading “ Nouvelles de Sociétés nationales ” the Revue in 1958 published 
inform ation and detailed articles on the current activities of the Red 
Cross in twenty-five countries.

In addition, the Revue internationale published some noteworthy 
articles by eminent persons. One may mention the studies on the hu
m anitarian ideas of J.-J. Rousseau, on the history of the laws and customs 
of w ar until the M iddle Ages, on m ethods for the rehabilitation of the 
disabled, on the development of the law of nations and the hum ani
tarian principle, or on some great hum anitarian figures of the past.

The Revue internationale reported on the various practical acti
vities of the IC R C  in 1958, in either short notes or detailed articles. 
It dealt a t length with missions to N orth  Africa.

1 Published in the English Supplem ent to  the Revue internationale de la Croix- 
Rouge for January 1959.
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Smilarly, as in previous years, articles were published on the usual 
activities of the IC R C  in Geneva or on problems concerning the Geneva 
Conventions and their dissemination. Lastly, the Revue internationale 
continued to publish various items or bibliographical notes on works 
of interest to the Red Cross. Some of the articles and news items appea
ring in the Revue internationale were translated into English, G erm an 
and Spanish, and issued in the Supplements which are also published 
each m onth.
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III. FINANCIAL POSITION

The accounts for 1958 are shown, as custom ary, in Tables I and II 
giving the Balance Sheet and the General A ccount of Ordinary Expen
diture and Receipts of the ICRC.

In its report dated M ay 14, 1958, the Société Fiduciaire O FO R  S.A.*, 
entrusted with the verification of the accounts, stated : (translation)

“  In execution o f the task entrusted to  us by your C om m ittee, w e have verified the  
annual accounts o f  the International C om m ittee o f  the R ed C ross (IC R C ) in G eneva, 
as on  D ecem ber 31, 1958.

“  A fter having checked the opening Balance Sheet as on  January 1, 1958 w e m ade  
num erous checks to  ascertain the correctness and accuracy o f  the figures entered in  
the b ooks for the year 1958 and assured ourselves, in particular, that the expenditure  
w as proven by relevant docum ents. W e a lso  checked the figures o f the general balance  
o f accounts as on  D ecem ber 31, 1958 show n in T able I annexed to  this report. 
T he existence on  that date o f the assets —  the available and realisable assets in parti
cular —  w as proved.

“  In Table II w e give the general account o f Ordinary Expenditure and R eceipts 
for 1958 w hich, after a further a llocation  o f  Fr. 15,000 to  the provision for special 
expenditure, show s a deficit o f Fr. 239,086.54 written o ff by withdraw al from  the 
R eserve for G eneral R isks. ”

The auditors state at the end of their report:

“  A s a result o f our audit, carried ou t in accordance w ith the regulations and  
principles governing the verification of accounts, w e are in a position  to  declare that 
the annual accounts o f the IC R C , as on D ecem ber 31, 1958, are in accordance with  
the books subm itted for our inspection  and that the balance sheet show s the exact 
financial situation o f your institution . ”

* Official auditors accredited by the Sw iss Federal C ouncil and the C om m ission  
fédérale des Banques.
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Table III gives the details of the contributions m ade to  the IC R C  
in 1958 by the Governm ents and N ational Red Cross Societies, and the 
International Committee wishes to  express once more its sincere thanks 
for the generous aid it has thus received in carrying out its work.

Table IV gives a summary of the General Account for Relief Actions 
in 1958, Table V shows a summary of estim ated expenditure and receipts 
for 1959 and Table VI concerns the accounts for special Funds which 
the auditors have also verified and found to be correct according to 
their report of January  31, 1959.
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T A B L E S



B A L A N C E  SH E E T  A S O N

Fr. Fr.

ASSETS

A vailable a n d  R ealisable

C ash in hand ...................................................................................................
Postal C heque A c c o u n t .................................................................................
Balance at Banks:

—  Sw iss fr a n c s ...............................................................................................
—  Foreign currency holdings .............................................................

Public Securities and other d e p o s i t s .........................................................

31,459.67
132,425.44

3,485,764.84
245,606.75

13,278,447.80 17,173,704.50

F u n d s  E a r m a r k e d

A dvanced to IC R C  D elegations and D elegates abroad . . . .  
N ational R ed C ross Societies, G overnm ents and official organisa

tions .................................................................................................................
Sundry debtors, advances and repayable costs , tem porary assets . 
C om m odities and relief supplies:

—  current s t o c k s ..........................................................................................
—  reserve stocks ..........................................................................................

344,071.72

144,645.82
412,841.92

17,495.70
240,052.01 1,159,107.17

Other A ssets (nom inal)

Capital share in the “Foundation  for the O rganisation of R ed
C ross Transports’’ ..........................................................................................

Furniture and eq u ip m en t.................................................................................
1.—  
1 — 2.—

T rust  fu n d

F unds received in connection  w ith the Peace Treaty with Japan 
(assets in foreign cu rren cy )....................................................................... 22,391,291.16

M emo-A ccount

A llocation  to  IC R C  Personnel Provident F u n d .................................
D ebtor for s e c u r i t y .........................................................................................

885,383.34
400,000.— 1,285,383.34

42,009,488.17
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TABLE I

D E C E M B E R  31, 1958

Fr. Fr.

LIABILITIES

C o m m it m e n t s

Funds fo r relief actions

F unds n ot yet a s s i g n e d ............................................................................
F unds ea r m a r k e d ..........................................................................................
F unds for current relief a c t io n s ..............................................................

502,052.89
422,095.25
839,523.62 1,763,671.76

C r e d it o r s

IC R C  D elegations and D elegates .........................................................
N ational Red C ross Societies, G overnm ents and official organi

sations .............................................................................................................
Sundry creditors and temporary l i a b i l i t i e s ...........................................
Sw iss C onfederation L o a n ............................................................................

187,348.45

1,179,093.59
398,179.09

3,000,000.— 4,764,621.13
6,528,292.89

R e s e r v e s  a n d  P r o v is io n s

G uarantee F u n d ...............................................................................................
Reserve for action  in case o f  c o n f l i c t ....................................................
Reserve for G eneral R i s k s ............................................................................
Provision for am ortisation of reserve s t o c k s ......................................
Provision for the X X th  International C onference o f  the R ed C ross  
Provision for special e x p e n d itu r e ..............................................................

3.000.000.—
5.000.000.—  
3,319,468.77

240,052.01
30,000.—

215,000.— 11,804,520.78

T r u s t  F u n d

Funds in connection  w ith the Peace Treaty w ith Japan . . . 22,391,291.16

M e m o - A c c o u n t

A llocations to  IC R C  Personnel Provident Fund (to  be refunded 
by annual a llocations to the Reserve for G eneral R isks) . . . .  

Guarantee in favour of the “ Foundation  for the O rganisation of 
Red C ross Transports” ............................................................................

885,383.34

400,000.— 1,285,383.34
42,009,488.17
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G E N E R A L  A C C O U N T  O F  O R D IN A R Y

Fr. Fr.

EXPENDITU RE

O v e r h e a d  e x p e n s e s  a t  G e n e v a  H e a d q u a r t e r s

A llow ances, salaries and w a g e s ..................................................................
Fam ily a llow ances, insurance and other social c h a r g e s ...................
P ostage, telegram s, telephone ..................................................................
Equipm ent, m aintenance and general su p p lies......................................
U pkeep  o f cars and lo r r ie s ............................................................................
R eception of visitors and travelling expenses in Switzerland . . . 
Sundry e x p e n d itu r e ..........................................................................................

1,955,969.85
411,860.35

54,312.42
152,187.90

11,405.80
17,766.35
43,907.74 2,647,410.41

S p e c i a l  E x p e n s e s

Publication, inform ation and d o c u m e n ta t io n ......................................
A llow ances for expenses, M em bers o f the Presidential C ouncil .
R ed C ross C onferences and M e e t in g s ....................................................
M issions from  G eneva ................................................................................

170,031.50
41,400.—
33,582.05
50,366.07 295,379.62

D e l e g a t io n s  a b r o a d

D elegates’ salaries, allow ances and in su r a n c e ......................................
D elegates’ travelling expenses and m aintenance, overhead expen

ses o f delegations ..........................................................................................

123,538.98

142,238.13 265,777.11

A l l o c a t i o n  t o  f u n d  f o r  s p e c ia l  e x p e n d i t u r e ................................. 15,000.—
3,223,567.14
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TABLE H

E X P E N D IT U R E  A N D  R E C E IPT S F O R  1958

Fr. Fr.

RECEIPTS

C o n t r ib u t io n s  a n d  G ift s  T o w a r d s  t h e  F in a n c in g  o f  t h e  
G e n e r a l  W o r k

C ontributions by G o v e r n m e n ts ..................................................................
C ontributions by N ational R ed C ross S ocieties ............................
Sundry d o n a t io n s ...............................................................................................

1 ,3 2 8 ,7 7 5 .8 4
3 52 ,419 .61
2 9 9 ,1 6 5 .6 5 1 ,9 8 0 ,3 6 1 .1 0

I n c o m e  f r o m  I n v e stm en t s

Incom e from  Public Securities and Bank I n t e r e s t ............................
Incom e from  IC R C  F o u n d a t i o n ..............................................................

2 9 4 ,5 2 1 .5 6
3 6 ,3 4 3 .7 0 33 0 ,8 6 5 .2 6

Sum s R e c o v e r e d  a n d  S u n d r y  R e c e ip t s

Sums recovered ...............................................................................................
Sundry r e c e ip ts ....................................................................................................

6 1 7 ,7 0 2 .9 5
5 5 ,5 5 1 .2 9 6 7 3 ,2 5 4 .2 4

Total Receipts . . . 2 ,9 8 4 ,4 8 0 .6 0

D e fic it  f o r  1958

written o ff  by withdrawal from Reserve for G eneral R isks . . . 2 3 9 ,0 8 6 .5 4

3 ,2 2 3 ,5 6 7 .1 4

NOTE. This account does not include receipts and expenditure  
in connection with relief actions which are show n in Table IV.
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C o n t r ib u t io n s  t o  t h e  I C R C  in  1958 f r o m  G o v e r n m e n t s  a n d  N a t io 
n a l  R e d  C r o ss  S o c ie t ie s  a l l o c a t e d  t o  t h e  F in a n c in g  o f  E x p e n d it u r e

f o r  1958

C ountries G overnm ents Red Cross 
Societies

Fr. Fr.

A fg h a n is ta n ............................................................. 3 ,000.—
A u s t r a l ia .................................................................. 48,693.95 29,130.—
A u s t r ia ....................................................................... 13,200.— 2,100.—
Belgium  .................................................................. 10,000.—
Brazil ....................................................................... 6,592.50
B ulgaria ....................................................................... 2 ,000.—
B u r m a ....................................................................... 6 ,400.—
Canada ....................................................................... 66,288.95 32,812.50
C e y l o n ....................................................................... 3,062.40
C h i l e ............................................................................ 8,614.45 2,250.45
C h i n a ....................................................................... 10,000.—
C o lo m b ia .................................................................. 14,997.80 2,000.—
C u b a ............................................................................ 2,141.90
C z e c h o s lo v a k ia .................................................... 2 ,000.—
D e n m a r k .................................................................. 10.000.— 2,000.—
D om inican  R e p u b l i c .......................................... 599.55
E cuad or....................................................................... 2,598.90 700.—
Egypt ....................................................................... 30,000.—
E t h i o p i a .................................................................. 1,080.—
F in la n d ....................................................................... 5 ,000.— 3,480.—
F r a n c e ....................................................................... 36,700.—
G erm an D em ocratic R e p u b lic ........................ 4 ,000.—
G erm an Federal R e p u b l i c ............................ 13,000.—
G r e e c e ....................................................................... 15,000.— 2,280.—
G u a t e m a l a .............................................................. 600.—
H u n g a r y .................................................................. 2 ,000.— 1,000.—
I n d ia ............................................................................ 68,437.50 1,363.12
I n d o n e s ia .................................................................. 15,000.—
I r a n ............................................................................ 20,000.— 2,000.—
I r a q ............................................................................ 8 ,000.— 2,160.—
I r e la n d ....................................................................... 5 ,500.— 1,560.—
Israel ............................................................................ 5 ,000.—
I t a l y ............................................................................ 59,680.78
Japan ....................................................................... 10,000.—
Jordan ....................................................................... 3,666.—
Jugoslavia ............................................................. 7,000.—
K orea, D em ocratic R epublic o f ................... 1,000.—
K orea, R epublic o f ............................................... 2,141.90
Lebanon .................................................................. 840.—
L ie c h t e n s t e in ......................................................... 2 ,500.—
L u x e m b u r g ............................................................. 2 ,000.— 600.—

R eport . . . 478,933.23 134,839.42
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TABLE i n

C ountries G overnm ents Red Cross 
Societies

Fr. Fr.

R eport . . . 478,933.23 134,839.42

M e x ic o ....................................................................... 17,135.— 100.—
M o r o c c o .................................................................. 5,170.50 1,034.—
N e th e r la n d s ............................................................. 58,000.— 20,000.—
N ew  Z e a l a n d ......................................................... 24 ,400.— 6,020.—
N orw ay .................................................................. 10,000.— 3,000.—
P h i l i p p i n e s ............................................................. 2 ,140.— 3,840.—
P o l a n d ....................................................................... 15,000.—
P o r t u g a l .................................................................. 8,000.—
R hodesia, N o r t h e r n ........................................... 2 ,145.50
R hodesia , Southern .......................................... 3 ,055.—
R u m a n ia .................................................................. 5,000.—
San S a l v a d o r ......................................................... 392.55
S p a in ............................................................................ 8,000.— 2,500.—
S w e d e n ....................................................................... 25,316.46
S w itz e r la n d .............................................................. 500,000.—
S y r i a ............................................................................ 4,761.90
T h a i l a n d .................................................................. 12,000.— 1,632.65
Turkey ....................................................................... 30,926.25 11,879.99
U nion of South A f r i c a ...................................... 36,630.— 14,610.—
U nited K in g d o m .................................................... 48 ,800.— 24,410.—
United S t a t e s ......................................................... 107,095.—
U S S R ....................................................................... 16,066.—
V e n e z u e la .................................................................. 38,362.—

1,328,775.84 352,419.61

In addition the IC R C  received in 1958 the fo llow ing am ounts (total Fr. 71,030.— ) 
concerning previous years, which were passed to the Reserve for G eneral R isks 
A ccount:

C ountries G overnm ents R ed Cross 
Societies

B u r m a ............................
C o lo m b ia ........................
Japan .............................
N e th e r la n d s ...................
U nion  o f South Africa

Fr.

6 ,400 .-

10,000. -
36,630 .-

Fr,

8,000 .—
10,000 .—
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TABLE TV

S U M M A R Y  O F  G E N E R A L  A C C O U N T  F O R  R E L IE F  A C T IO N S IN  1958

Fr. Fr.

B a l a n c e  C a r r i e d  F o r w a r d  a s  f r o m  D e c e m b e r  31, 1957 .............................................................. 2,682,391.33

i.e.
Funds not yet a s s ig n e d ..............................................................................................................................................
Funds e a r m a r k e d .......................................................................................................................................................
Funds for current relief a c tio n s................................................................................................................................

933,131.70
353,566.87

1,395,692.76

T otal as a b o v e .................................................................. 2,682,391.33

to be deducted:

R efunds o f unused contributions m ade by N ational R ed C ross Societies for the executive  
costs of the relief action in Hungary:
—  balance o f the first refund in 1957 .............................................................................................................
—  refund of the balance available at the end o f  1958 (balance o f  the second refund) . .

13,991.—
346,279.75 360,270.75

2,322,120.58

R e c e ip t s  in  1958

Funds received by the IC RC or placed at its d isposal for relief actions o f various descriptions: 
(a )  D on ation s not allocated for specific purposes:

N et product o f the collection  in Switzerland ( 1 9 5 8 ) ..................................................................
Sundry gifts and r e f u n d s ......................................................................................................................

548,254.97
26,728.65

C / F ................................................................................ 574,983.62

(b )  F unds received by the IC R C  from  various donors (com m unities or individuals) for 
specific a c tio n s ................................................................................................................................................ 1,351,044.91 1,926,028.53

E x p e n d i t u r e  i n  1958
4,248,149.11

Expenditure incurred for relief a c t i o n s ............................................................................................................. 2,484,477.35

T o t a l  a s  o n  D e c e m b e r  31, 1958 ............................................................. 1,763,671.76

Balance of funds for relief actions apportioned as fo llow s:
F unds not yet a s s ig n e d .........................................................................................................................................
F unds e a r m a r k e d ...................................................................................................................................................
Funds for current relief a c t i o n s ......................................................................................................................

502,052.89
422,095.25
839,523.62

T otal as a b o v e .................................................................. 1,763,671.76



SU M M A R Y  ESTIM A TE O F O R D IN A R Y  E X PE N D IT U R E  

A N D  RECEIPTS FO R  1959



S U M M A R Y  EST IM A T E  O F  O R D IN A R Y  E X P E N D IT U R E

Fr.

E s t im a t e d  e x p e n d i t u r e

O v e r h e a d  E x p e n s e s

A llow ances, salaries and w a g e s .............................................................
Fam ily allow ances and social c h a r g e s ...............................................
Postage, telegram s, t e l e p h o n e .............................................................
Equipm ent, m aintenance and general s u p p l i e s ............................
U pkeep of cars and lorries ..................................................................
R eception o f  visitors and travelling expenses in Switzerland  
Sundry e x p e n s e s ..........................................................................................

1,821,500.—
396.700.—  

64,500.—
120.700.—  

9,500.—
10,000.—
48,000.—

O t h e r  E x p e n s e s

Publications, in fo r m a t io n .......................................................................
A llow ance for expenses, M em bers o f the Presidential C ouncil .
Red C ross C onferences and m e e t in g s ...............................................
M ission s from  G e n e v a ........................................................
Study-visits, tra n sla tio n s ...........................................................................
D elegations and relief actions a b r o a d ...............................................

146,400.—
41,400.—
48.000.—  

100,000.—
16.000.—  

564,300.—
3.387,000.—

Note: T he estim ates, which concern the net expenditure, have been drawn up and 
stud ied  w ith  the m ost careful attention . They do not include any margin for extraordi
nary expenditure which international circum stances m ight m ake it necessary for the 
IC R C  to  assum e during the budgetary period and w ould, in that case, be subject to  
appropriate revision.
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TABLE V

A N D  R EC EIPTS F O R  1959

Fr.

ESTIMATED RECEIPTS

R e c e ip t s  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  c u r r e n t  Y e a r

C ontributions from  G overnm ents ....................................................
C ontributions from  N ational R ed C ross S ocieties ...................
Sundry donations and collection  in S w i t z e r l a n d ........................
Incom e from invested f u n d s ...................................................................
Sundry rece ip ts ...............................................................................................

988.600.—  1 ,  
378,900.—  /  
875,000.—  
376,400.—  

2,000.—

T o t a l ........................................... 2 ,620,900.—

R e c e ip t s  C o n c e r n i n g  P r e v io u s  Y e a r s

C ontributions from  G o v e r n m e n t s .................................................... 291,100.—

Grand T o t a l ............................ 2 ,912,000.—

T he deficit w ould thus am ount to  ............................................... 475,000.—

3,387,000.—

* C ontributions from  G overnm ents and N ational Red C ross Societies for 1959 have 
been estim ated, in principle, at Fr. 1 ,658,600.— .

Experience has show n, however, that certain contributions are received by the 
IC R C  in the course o f the fo llow in g  years as the fiscal year in som e States does not 
correspond to  that o f  the IC RC.

In order to  take these delays in receipt in to  account, the estim ated  am ount of 
receipts concerning the current year is given as Fr. 1,367,500.—  and the balance, i.e. 
Fr. 291,100.—  has been placed to  receipts for previous years.
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SPECIAL FU N D S T A B LE V I

1. F O U N D A T IO N  F O R  T H E  IN T E R N A T IO N A L  C O M M IT T E E  O F  T H E  R E D  C R O SS

BALANCE SH EET A S  O N  DECEMBER 31,1958
L ia b il it ie sA s s e t s

Sw. F r. Sw. F r.

Public securities :
Credit entered in  the Sw iss C onfedera

tion  N ational D eb t Register, at par . 827,000.—  
Public securities deposited  at the Swiss 

N ational Bank (nom inal value 
Fr. 286,500.— ) ........................................... 283,950.—

D ep osit at the Sw iss N ational B a n k ............................
A dm inistration fédérale des contributions, Berne 

(tax paid in advance to  be r e fu n d e d ) ........................

1,110,950.—  

52,732.82

8,552.80

1,172,235.62

Sw. F r.

Inalienable c a p i t a l ..................................................................
Statutory and inalienable reserve (ba

lance carried forward from  previous 
y ea r).....................................................................  62,570.55
Plus:

Statutory a llocation , 15%  of  
the net revenue for 1958 . 6,413.60

Increase in estim ated value of 
securities on  D ecem ber 31,
1958 ............................................  38,655.25 45,068.85
T otal value o f f u n d s .........................................................

International C om m ittee o f the Red C ross :
Funds in current a c c o u n t ................................................

RECEIPTS A N D  EXPENDITU RE A C C O U N T  FO R 1958
E x p e n d it u r e

D ep osit fees for safe custody o f securities, office
supplies and auditors f e e s ...............................................

Statutory allocation  to  inalienable Reserve Fund: 
15%  of the net revenue in 1958 (Art. 8 o f the Sta
tutes) .....................................................................................

A llocation  to  the IC R C  o f balance o f net revenue 
for 1958 (A rt. 7 of the S tatu tes)......................................

Sw. F r.

278.25

6,413.60

36,343.70

R e c e ip t s

Sw. F r.

34,375.55R evenue from  securities in 1958 . . . .
R efund in 1958 of tax paid in advance  

for 1957 .........................................................  8 ,660 ,

Sw. F r.

1,028,252.52

107,639.40
1,135,891.92

36,343.70
1.172,235.62

Sw. F r.

43,035.55

43,035.55 43,035.55



2. A U G U S T A  F U N D  

BALANCE SH EET A S  O N  DECEM BER 31,1958

A s s e t s

Sw. Fr.

Sw iss G overnm ent securities (nom inal value
Fr. 134,000.— ) ..................................................................  133,9 5 0 -

D ep osit at the Sw iss N ational B a n k ............................. 7,699.30
A dm inistration fédérale des contributions, Berne 

(tax paid in advance to be r e fu n d e d ) ........................  1,008.75

142,658.05

L ia b il it ie s

Sw. F r. Sw. F r.

Inalienable c a p i t a l .............................................................. 100,000.—
Reserve for fluctuation in value:

Balance carried forward from  the pre
vious y e a r ................................................... 11,163.65

Plus:
Increase in estim ated value o f securi

ties on  D ecem ber 31, 1958 . . . . 6 ,830.—  17,993.65
F unds available on  D ecem ber 31, 1958............................... 24,664.40

142,658.05

RECEIPTS A N D  EXPEN D ITU RE A C C O U N T  FO R  1958

E x p e n d it u r e

Sw. F r.

D ep osit fees for safe custody of securities, 
auditors fees and various expenses. .

B alance available on D ecem ber 31, 1958:
Balance carried forward from  the pre

vious y e a r ................................................ 19,972.15
R eceipts in excess of expenditure in

1958 ......................................................................  4,692.25

Sw. Fr.

149.75

24,664.40
24,814.15

R e c e ip t s

Incom e from  securities in 1958 .................................
R efund in 1958 of tax paid in advance in 1957 .

T otal o f r e c e ip ts .........................................................
B alance carried forward from  the previous year

Sw. F r.

3,833.25
1,008.75
4,842.—

19,972.15

2 4 ,8 1 4 .1 5
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3. E M PR E SS S H Ô K E N  F U N D  

B ALANCE SH EET A S  O N  DECEM BER 31,1958

A s s e t s

Sw. F r.

Sw iss public securities, (at p a r)...................................... 458,000.—
D ep osit at the Sw iss N ational B a n k ............................  11,670.15
A dm inistration fédérale des contributions, Berne 

(tax paid in advance to be re fu n d e d ) ........................ 4,247.65

X
X

X

473,917.80

L ia b il it ie s

Sw. F r.

Inalienable c a p ita l ..................................................................  346,250.—
Reserve for fluctuation in value :

Balance carried forward from  the  
previous y e a r ...........................................  90,672.80

Plus:
Increase in estim ated  value o f securi

ties on D ecem ber 31, 1958 . . . . 16,074.30 106,747.10

Reserve for adm inistrative expenses :
A llocation  of 5 % of incom e in 1958 . . 981.90

Less:
C ost o f printing, reports and circulars, 

bank charges for custody of securities,
auditors fees and office supplies . . . 9 9 4 .1 0 ./ .  12,20

Funds available as on  D ecem ber 31, 1958...... 18,932.90
Total . . . . ' .  471,917.80

Creditor (Ethiopian R ed C r o s s ) ..........  2 ,000.—
473,917.80



RECEIPTS A N D  EXPENDITU RE A C C O U N T  FOR 1958

E x p e n d it u r e

Sw. F r.

37th distribution of incom e to eight N ational Red  
Cross Societies, in accordance w ith the Joint 
C om m ission’s decision o f February 18, 1958. . . 18,000.—

A llocation  of 5 % o f incom e to the reserve for adm i
nistrative e x p e n se s .............................................................. 981.90

Credit balance as on D ecem ber 31, 1958 ...................  18,932.90

37,914.80

R e c e ip t s

Sw. F r.

Incom e received from  securities in 1958 .............................  16,140.25

R efund in 1958 of tax paid in advance in 1957 . . . 3,497.50
T otal incom e in  1958 .......................................................... 19,637.75

Balance carried forward from  the previous year . . 18,277.05

37,914.80
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4. F L O R E N C E  N IG H T IN G A L E  M E D A L

B ALANCE SH EET A S  O N  DECEMBER 31, 1958

A s s e t s

Sw. F r.

Sw iss G overnm ent securities (nom inal value
Fr. 32,000.— ) .......................................................................  31,680.—

D ep osit at the Sw iss N ational B a n k ............................. 2,636.44
A dm inistration fédérale des contributions, Berne

(tax paid in advance to  be refunded)........................ 24 0 .—
34,556.44

L ia b il it ie s

Inalienable c a p ita l ..................................................................
R eserve for fluctuation in value (increase in estim a

ted value o f  securities on  D ecem ber 31, 1958). . 
F unds available on  D ecem ber 31, 1958 ...................

Sw. F r.

25,000.—

2,560.—
6,996.44

34,556.44

RECEIPTS A N D  EXPENDITU RE A C C O U N T  F O R  1958

E x p e n d i t u r e

Printing costs , Circular N o  420 ......................................
D ep osit fees for safe custody of securities, auditors 

fees and office su p p lie s ....................................................

B a lan ceas on D ecem ber 31, 1958. . . . 6,211.19
R eceipts in excess o f expenditure in 1958 785.25

Sw. Fr.

254.—

112.75
366.75

6,996.44

7,363.19

R e c e ip t s

Incom e from  securities in 1958 .................................
Refund in 1958 of tax paid in advance in 1957.

Balance carried forward from  the previous y ea r .

Sw. F r.

912.—  
240.—  

1,152.—  
6,211.19

7,363.19
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