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PREFACE

On the whole, the year 1954 presented for the International 
Committee of the Red Cross —the founder body of the Red Cross 
and the promoter of the Geneva Conventions—the same charac
teristics as in 1953.

The ICRC continued its efforts for the prevention of human 
suffering in its cruellest forms ; it did its utmost, though not always 
with success, to assist military and civilian victims of conflicts 
and disturbances, and their after-effects.

The improved conditions in Europe enabled the ICRC to curtail 
certain aspects of its work of assistance and protection resulting 
from .the world conflict and its effects. In other parts of the world, 
however, a different evolution of events, resulting from various 
causes, had given rise to new distress ; in spite of the agreements 
which, within about twelve months’ interval, brought the hostilities 
in Korea and Indo China to a close, disquiet and difficulties persist 
and cause very real anxiety for the future.

As in previous years, the ICRC continued to ensure that the 
fundamental principles and doctrine of the institution were upheld. 
I t  pursued its efforts for the dissemination of the Conventions and 
their scrupulous application. During the year, with the collabo
ration of international experts, it examined the question of the 
protection of civilian populations from the dangers of aerial warfare 
and blind weapons ; further, it pursued the study of the question 
of assistance to political detainees, whose status is not expressly 
covered by the Geneva Conventions. The ICRC submitted the 
first results of its work on these subjects to Governments and 
National Red Cross (Red Crescent, Red Lion and Sun) Societies,
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and to national and international agencies whose co-operation 
was considered to be of assistance in its work.

As in previous years, the report gives all details of the planning 
and evolution of the International Committee’s activities through
out the world. We trust that this survey will enable the reader to 
form some idea of the work which has been accomplished by the 
ICRC, striving constantly to promote human fellowship.
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PART I

The first part of the Report shows the composition and financial 
situation of International Committee of the Red Cross 1 during 
the past year.

I. The ICRC and its Departments

1. INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE OF THE RED CROSS

No change in the composition of the ICRC occurred in 1954. 
We have the regret to announce, however, the death of Dr. Alec 
Cramer which occurred on January 7, 1955. His passing away 
was a great loss to the ICRC, and to his colleagues by whom he 
was highly esteemed.2

2. MEMBERS OF THE ICRC 3

Max Huber Doctor of Laws, former President
of the Permanent Court of Inter
national Justice, Honorary Presi
dent (1923).

1 Fo) the sake of brevity the International Committee of the Red Cross 
will be designated by the initials ICRC.

2 The Revue internationale de la Croix-Rouge, No. 433, January 1955, 
Pages 3 and 4, gives an account of Dr. Cramer’s career and his eminent 
services.

3 The dates in brackets represent the year of nomination ; the Members 
whose name is preceded by an asterisk form the Presidential Council.
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* Paul Ruegger

* Jacques Chenevière, 

Mlle Lucie Odier,

Carl J. Burckhardt,

Edouard Chapuisat, 

■f Alec Cramer,

* Martin Bodmer,

* Ernest Gloor,

* René van Berchem,

* Léopold Boissier,

Paul Carry,

Edmond Grasset,

Henri Guisan, 

Alfredo Vannotti,

Doctor of Laws, former Swiss 
Minister to Italy and the United 
Kingdom, Member of the Perma
nent Court of Arbitration, Presi
dent (1948).

Hon. Doctor of Literature (1919).

former Director of the District 
Nursing Service, Geneva Branch, 
of the Swiss Red Cross (1930).

Doctor of Philisophy, former Swiss 
Minister to France (1933).

Hon. Doctor of Literature (1938).

Doctor of Medicine (1938).

Hon. Doctor of Philosophy (1940).

Doctor of Medicine, Vice-Presi
dent (1945).

Doctor of Laws, Banker (1946).

Doctor of Laws, Professor at the 
University of Geneva, former 
Secretary-General to the Inter
parliamentary Union (1946).

Doctor of Laws, Professor at the 
University of Geneva (1946).

Doctor of Medicine, Professor at 
the University of Geneva, Director 
of the Geneva Institute of Public 
Health (1946).

General, former Commander-in- 
Chief of the Swiss Army (1948).

Doctor of Medicine, Professor at 
the Lausanne University (1949).
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* Rodolfo Olgiati, former Director of the Don Suisse 
(1949).

Mlle Marguerite van Berchem, former Head of Section, Central
Prisoners of War Agency (1951).

Lawyer, Counsellor of the ICRC 
since 1943, Vice-President (1951).

Doctor of Medicine, former Dele
gate of the ICRC from 1934 to 
1946 (1952).

former Federal Councillor and 
President of the Swiss Confedera
tion (1952).

3. MEETINGS

(a) International Committee.

The ICRC holds a plenary session every month (or more fre
quently in exceptional circumstances) in order to carry out the 
duties assigned to it by its Statutes, in particular to define its 
policy and the principles which should inspire it, to take any 
initiative, in accordance with those principles, which may be con
sidered necessary, to make a periodical survey of current activities 
and studies, and to make decisions on actions being pursued.

The Members of the International Committee met regularly ; 
17 meetings were held including 12 plenary sessions.

(b) Presidential Council.

The Presidential Council, constituted in accordance with 
Article 7, Paragraph 2, of the Statutes, is at present composed of 
the President, the two Vice-Presidents, the Chairmen of the External 
Activities Committee and the General Affairs Committee, and 
three other Members of the ICRC. Through their offices, the 
decisions of the Committee and the Directorate are given effect in

* Frédéric Siordet, 

Marcel Junod,

Ernest Nobs,
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the intervals between the monthly plenary sessions. The Members 
of the Presidential Council held 33 meetings in 1954.

(c) Working Committees.

The External Activities Committee (formerly the External 
Activities Commission) is presided over by M. Jacques Chenevière, 
Member of the Presidential Council. This group consists of the 
Executive Director and a few specialists of the various branches 
of the International Committee’s work (delegations, material 
relief, moral aid, Central Prisoners of War Agency, etc.). For the 
discussion of medical and pharmaceutical questions, it has recourse 
to a Medical Council, which replaces the Medical Commission 
formerly presided over by Dr. A. Cramer.

The General Affairs Committee (formerly the Legal Division), 
presided over by M. Léopold Boissier, Member of the Presidential 
Council, is composed of the Director for General Affairs, and a few 
persons whose work is concerned with the Red Cross principles.

The External Consultative Commission whose composition was 
not modified during the year 3, continued to give advice upon 
administrative and budgetary questions, and all general questions 
connected with the resources of the ICRC.

4. DIRECTORATE

This department deals with the day-to-day work of the organi
sation and gives effect to all executive measures decided upon by 
the ICRC.

The Members are :
MM. Roger Gallopin, Executive Director, Jean Pictet, Director 

for General Affairs, David de Traz, Deputy Executive Director, 
Edouard de Bondeli, Assistant-Director, Claude Pilloud, Deputy- 
Director for General Affairs.

1 See Report on the Work of the International Committee of the Red Cross
(January 1 to December 31, 1953), Geneva 1954, page. 8.
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5. GENERAL SECRETARIAT

M. Jean Duchosal, Secretary-General to the ICRC, ensures the 
liaison with public authorities, National Red Cross Societies, and 
governmental and non-governmental organisations concerned 
with humanitarian questions.

6. COUNSELLORS

The ICRC had the benefit of the experience and knowledge of 
its Counsellors, M. M. Wolf, Counsellor for the Presidency, and 
M. J. J. de Rueda, Delegate of the Mexican Red Cross Society to 
the ICRC, and adviser on questions concerning Latin America.

7. GENERAL MANAGEMENT

In the course of the year, the ICRC delegated some of its 
Members to undertake an extensive survey, with the Directors, of 
the organisation and its administrative and financial methods. 
The study is now being pursued.

*
*  *

The General Management in Geneva is at present composed of 
the following departments :

The Executive Division, dealing with the Delegations Depart
ment, the regional Secretariats, the Relief Section and the Central 
Prisoners of War Agency.

The General Affairs Division, responsible for the Secretariats 
of the Committee and the Presidential Council, the Legal Depart
ment, the Revue internationale de la Croix-Rouge, the Translations, 
Archives and Mail Sections.

The Administrative Division, concerned with administrative 
questions, the staff and financial matters.
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8. DELEGATIONS

(a) General remarks.

On December 31, 1954, the ICRC had permanent representatives 
in thirty countries. Thirty of the total number of thirty-four 
delegates were recruited locally among the Swiss communities 
abroad, and give their services voluntarily to the ICRC.

During the year the ICRC closed its Delegation in South 
Korea, and re-inforced its Delegation in Indo China. Thanks to 
the work of the delegates, of whom a list is given below, and the 
delegates on temporary missions (see pages 67 to 69) the ICRC 
was able to cope, as far as it was concerned, with the situations 
which arose as a result of international events.

(b) List of representatives of the ICRC.

A f r ic a  : British Central Africa—Rusape : M. G. C. Senn.
South Africa—Pretoria : M. H. P. Junod.
Algeria—Birkadem (Algiers) : M. R. Wust. 
Morocco—-Casablanca : M. C. Vautier.

A m e rica  : Argentina and Latin America (with the exception
of the States mentioned below) : Buenos Aires : 
M M . J. de Chambrier and J. Roulet.

Bolivia—La Paz : M . P. Gacon.
Brazil—Rio de Janeiro : M. E. Haegler.
Columbia—Bogota : M. W. Roethlisberger.
Mexico—Mexico : M. A. Behn.
Peru—Lima : M. M. Reiser.
Venezuela—Caracas : M. R. Moll.

A s ia  : Cambodia (M. A. Durand (resident in Saigon). 
Ceylon—Colombo : M. C. H. Tuetsch (Corre

spondent).
Hong Kong—Hong Kong : M. P. Calderara.
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Viet Nam, Northern Zone—Hanoi : M. J. de 
Reynier.

Viet Nam, Southern Zone—Saigon : M. A. Durand 
and M. N. Burckhardt.

Japan—Tokyo : M. H. Angst.
Lebanon—Beirut : M. G. Burnier.
Laos (M. A. Durand, resident in Saigon).
Malaya—Singapore : M. H. Pfrunder.
Philippines—Manilla : M. J. Bessmer.
Syria (M. G. Burnier, resident in Beirut).
Thailand—Bangkok : M M . W. Salzmann and 

E. Dickenmann.

E u r o pe  : Germany, Central and Eastern Europe (with the
exception of the States given below) : M. F. 
Ehrenhold (Travelling-Delegate, resident in 
Geneva).

Austria—Vienna : M. G. Joubert.
France—Paris : M. W. Michel, Dr. J . de Morsier. 
Greece—Athens : M. A. Lambert.
Italy—Genoa : M. L. B. de Blasys, Naples : Dr. P. 

Burkhard.

A u st r a l a sia  : Australia—Nedlands (Perth) : M. H. Schweizer. 
New Zealand—Auckland : M. L. Bossard.

9. STAFF

On December 31, 1954, the staff (reduced by 29 members in 
the course of the year) numbered 179 persons 1 in Geneva and the 
Delegations. Taking into account the number of workers fully 
employed, and those on a part-time basis, the above figure corre
sponds to 166 full-time salaried posts. During the same period, 
51 persons gave their voluntary services to the ICRC, which were 
highly appreciated.

1 This figure does not include persons employed as messengers, office 
cleaners, etc.
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The Welfare Service, which deals with social questions of a 
difficult nature and cares for the sick or incapacitated members of 
the staff, and those who have reached the age of retirement, was 
actively engaged throughout the year.

10. MAIL

From the beginning of the year until the end of December 1954, 
the mail registered at the ICRC headquarters amounted to 225,376 
letters, postcards, telegrams, lists of prisoners, enquiry cards for 
missing persons, family messages and various documents. The 
incoming and outgoing figures were as follows :—

Mail received : 106,626 Mail despatched : 118,750 

Total : 225,376

II. Financial position of the ICRC

The financial position of the ICRC at the end of December 1954, 
and information in connection with the accounts and budget are 
indicated in the following tables :

Table I. Balance Sheet as on December 31, 1954.

Table II. General Income and Expenditure Account for 1954.

Table III. Contributions for the regular financing of the ICRC 
made in 1954 by Governments and National Red Cross 
Societies.

Table IV. Reserves and Provisions in 1954.

Table V. Summary estimate of ordinary ICRC expenditure and 
receipts for 1955.

Table VI. General Account for Relief Actions.
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The annual accounts of the ICRC have been verified by a firm 
of official auditors, as certified at the foot of Tables I and II.

I t  will be noted from Table II that—

— expenditure for 1954 amounting to . . . Sw. Fr. 3,573,984.14
(estimated expenditure for 1954 Sw.
Fr. 3,592,800) was only covered

— by receipts to the extent o f ....................  ” " 1,867,597.99

— and in consequence the deficit amounts
t o .........................................................Sw. Fr. 1,706,386.15

The receipts in 1954, concerning previous budgetary years, 
nevertheless amounted to Sw. Fr. 258,920.80.

These amounts were transferred to the Reserve for General 
Risks (See Table IV), which was also credited with sundry refunds 
for actions undertaken in previous years, amounting to Sw. Fr. 
1,270,000. The balance of this account thus shows a decrease of Sw. 
Fr. 208,705.45 as compared to the position on December 31, 1953.

The funds under Reserves and Provisions Account constitute 
the essential working capital required by the ICRC in order to 
meet current expenditure and, in particular, to enable it to under
take unforeseen activities which international events may make it 
necessary to assume, in some cases well before the necessary funds 
have been placed at its disposal.

The International Committee’s intervention in Korea, for 
instance, required the advance by the Committee of considerable 
amounts, which contributed in part to the budgetary deficits of 
the past few years.

This example reveals the gravity of the financial problem with 
which the ICRC may be faced at any moment, when called upon 
to assume immediately, and in any place, the duties conferred 
upon it by the Geneva Conventions of 1949.

Table V gives a summary estimate for 1955. By careful calcula
tion, the estimated expenditure has been again reduced, but leaves
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no margin for any unforeseen expenditure which the ICRC may 
be called upon to assume in the course of the financial year.

In regard to the General Account for Relief Actions (Table VI), 
a summary of the relief supplies distributed by the ICRC in 1954 
will be found on page 44.

The ICRC thanks the donors again most sincerely for the 
tangible and generous proof of their interest in its work which it 
receives from them year after year.
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TABLES I - n  - m  - IV - V - VI

(Financial and budgetary position o f  the ICRC as on December 31, 1954)
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A s s e t s
BALANCE SHEET AS ON

Sw. Fr. Sw. Fr.
A vailable a n d  realisable

Cash in h a n d ...................................................................................
P ostal Cheque A c c o u n t .................................................................
Balance at Swiss B a n k s ............................................................
Foreign currency h o l d i n g s ........................................................
Public Securities and other deposits a t the Swiss 

N ational Bank ..........................................................................

18,223.21
31,932.08

1,238,884.28
396,527.45

11,285,451.05

12,971,018.07

Funds received in connection w ith the Japanese Peace 
T reaty, deposited in various banks (Trust Fund) . . 11,063,756.70

24,034,774.77

E armarked

A dvances to  ICRC D elegations and Delegates abroad . . 
N ational Red Cross Societies, Governm ents and official

O r g a n is a t io n s ...............................................................................
Sundry debtors, advances and repayable costs . . . .
Temporary assets (costs paid in a d v a n c e ) .......................
Pharm aceutical and other stocks for r e l i e f .......................
R eserve stocks ...............................................................................

207,794.90

708,443.05
436,535.74

33,617.10
51,071.04

239,804.50
1,677,266.33

Other assets (nominal)
Capital share in “ Foundation for the Organisation of

Red Cross Transports ” ............................................................
Furniture and office e q u ip m e n t ..............................................

1.—
1.—

2.—

Memo-account

A llocation to ICRC Personnel Provident Fund . . . . 1,157,783.34
26,869,826.44

D ebtor for s e c u r i t y ..................................................................... 400,000.—

16



Table I

DECEMBER 31, 1954
L i a b i l i t i e s

Sw. Fr. Sw. Fr.
C o m m i t m e n t s

General account for relief w o r k ............................................
ICRC Delegations and Delegates a b r o a d ...........................
National Red Cross Societies, Governments and official

O rg a n isa tio n s...........................................................................
Sundry creditors and temporary l ia b il i t ie s ......................
Swiss Confederation Loan .....................................................

2,022,121.74
4,666.90

69,250.01
741,313.54

3,000,000.—

5,837,352.19

Deposit (Trust Fund : Art. 16 of the Japanese Peace 
T r e a t y ) ........................................................................................ 11,063,756.70

16,901,108.89

R e s e r v e s  a n d  p r o v i s i o n s

Guarantee F u n d ...........................................................................
Reserve for action in case of c o n f l i c t ...............................
Reserve for general r i s k s .........................................................
Provision for amortization of reserve s t o c k s ..................

3.000.000.—
5.000.000.—  

521,129.71 
239,804.50

Provision for the X lX th  International Red Cross 
Conference ............................................................................... 50,000.— 8,810,934.21

M e m o -a c c o u n t

Allocations to ICRC Personnel Provident Fund (to be 
refunded by annual allocations to the Reserve for 
general r i s k s ) ........................................................................... 1,157,783.34

26,869,826.44

Guarantee in favour of the " Foundation for the Organisation of Red 
Cross Transports " ................................................................................................. 400,000.—

We have verified the annual accounts for 1954 of the International Committee of the 
Red Cross, and certify that the above Balance Sheet as on December 31, 1954, is an accurate 
record of the financial situation of the ICRC on the date mentioned. The existence of the 
asset items recorded has been duly justified and all documents and information necessary 
for the investigation entrusted to our care have been readily supplied.

Geneva, March 2, 1955.
S o c i é t é  f i d u c i a i r e  r o m a n d e  OFOR S .A .

E. I l g  P. H a e n n i
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E x p e n d i t u r e
GENERAL INCOME AND EXPEN D ITU R E

To 1954 Total

Sw. Fr. Sw. Fr.
O v e r h e a d  e x p e n s e s  a t  G e n e v a  h e a d q u a r t e r s

Allowances, salaries and w a g e s ....................................................................
Family and cost of living allowances, insurance and other

social c h a r g e s ................................................................................
Postage, telegrams, te le p h o n e .....................................................
Equipment, maintenance and general s u p p l i e s ..................
Upkeep of cars and lo r r ie s ..........................................................
Reception of visitors and travelling expenses in Switzerland 
Sundry e x p e n d itu r e .......................................................................

1,906,657.55

617,471.75
74.419.30 

121,743.55
49.014.30 
41,157.60 
80,872.95

2,891,337.—

S p e c i a l  e x p e n s e s

Publication, in fo r m a tio n ..............................................................
Allowance for expenses, Members of the Presidential Council
Red Cross Conferences and Meetings ...................................
Commission of E x p e r ts ..................................................................
Missions from G e n e v a ..................................................................

129,753.82
49,416.—
38,798.95
23,415.25
80,233.80

321,617.82

D e l e g a t i o n s  a b r o a d

Salaries and insurance of d e le g a t e s ........................................
Maintenance and travelling exp en ses........................................
Overhead exp en ses...........................................................................

104,411.90
97,783.20

158,834.22
361,029.32

Total Expenses . . . 3,573,984.14

Transfer to the Reserve for general risks of receipts in 1954 
concerning previous years .......................................................................... 258,920.80

3,832,904.94
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Table II

ACCOUNT AS ON DECEMBER 31, 1954
R e c e i p t s

To 1954 To previous 
years

Total

Sw. Fr. Sw. Fr. Sw. Fr.

C o n t r i b u t i o n s  a n d  g i f t s  t o w a r d s  f i n a n c 
i n g  OF T H E  G EN ERA L W ORK

Contributions by G o v ern m en ts......................
Contributions by National Red Cross Societies 
Sundry d o n a t io n s .................................................

841,434.90
286,474.44
337,913.18

218,115.97
17,333.75

380.04

1,059,550.87
303,808.19
338,293.22

I n c o m e  f r o m  i n v e s t m e n t s

Interests from Public Securities and Banks . 
Income from ICRC Foundation ......................

67,569.16
28,047.—

108.30 67,677.46
28,047.—

S u m s  r e c o v e r e d  a n d  s u n d r y  r e c e i p t s

Sums reco v ered .....................................................
Sundry r e c e ip ts .....................................................

269,668.03
36,491.28

19,210.19
3,772.55

288,878.22
40,263.83

Total Receipts . . . 1,867,597.99 258,920.80 2,126,518.79

D e f i c i t  f o r  1954 .................................................
(Written off by withdrawal from Reserve 
for General Risks)

1,706,386.15 1,706,386.15

3,573,984.14 258,920.80 3,832,904.94

We certify that the above General Income and Expenditure Account of the International 
Committee of the Red Cross for 1954, has been drawn up on the basis of the Annual Accounts 
for 1954, which have been audited by us and found true.

S o c i é t é  f i d u c i a i r e  r o m a n d e  OFOR S.A.
Geneva, March 2, 1955.

E. I l g  P. H a e n n i
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Table III

CONTRIBUTIONS TOWARDS THE REGULAR FINANCING OF THE ICRC 
MADE IN  1954 BY GOVERNMENTS AND NATIONAL RED CROSS SOCIETIES

Countries

For 1954 For previous years

Governments Red Cross 
Societies Governments Red Cross 

Societies

A u str a lia ..................
A u str ia ......................
B e lg iu m ..................
B r a z i l ......................
Burma . . . . . .
Canada ......................
C e y lo n ......................
C olum bia..................
Costa Rica . . . .
C u b a ..........................
D en m ark ..................
Dominican Republic
E c u a d o r ..................
Egypt ......................
E t h io p ia ..................
F i n l a n d ..................
F r a n c e ......................
Germany (Fed. Rep.)
G r e e c e ......................
Guatemala . . . .
H a it i ...........................
H onduras..................
Ice la n d ......................
India ......................
Ire la n d ......................
Israel ......................
Japan ......................
Jugoslavia . . . .
Lebanon ..................
Liechtenstein . . . 
Luxemburg . . . .
M e x ic o ......................
Netherlands . . . .  
New Zealand . . .
N o r w a y ..................
P a k is ta n ..................
Philippines . . . .
P o r t u g a l ..................
San Salvador . . .

C.F...............

Sw.Fr.

48,822.35
8,375.—

3,300.—

66,225.—
3,046.10

13,601.—

3,575.—

34,500.—

1,800.—

7.000.—

2,500.—
2.000.—  

17,150.—

10,000.—
12,900.—

10,000.—

Sw.Fr.

25,680.—
2,100.—
2,628.—

32.587.50

480.—

2,000.—
600.—
700.—

1,080.—
3,480.—

13.513.50

600.—

480.—
500.—

1,366.87
1,560.—

600.—

20,000.—
6,039.45
3,000.—

3,840.—

132.—

Sw.Fr.

12,800.—  (52/53) 

1,235.— (balance 1953)

10.000.— (1953)

30.000.—  (1953)

5,093.02 (1953)

68,531.25 (1953)

2,000.—  (balance 1953)

3,289.50 (1953)
2,500.—  (1953)

10.000.—  (1953)

Sw.Fr. 

2,143.75 (1953)

10,000.—  (1953) 

840.— (1953)

244,794.45 122,967.32 145,448.77 12,983.75
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For 1954 For previous years
Countries

Governments Red Cross 
Societies Governments Red Cross 

Societies

Svv. Fr. Sw.Fr. Sw.Fr. Sw.Fr.

B.F................... 244,794.45 122,967.32 145,448.77 12,983.75

Saudi Arabia . . . 
South Africa . . .
S p a i n ......................
Sw eden......................
Switzerland . . . .
S yria ..........................
T h a ila n d ..................
T u rk ey ......................
United Kingdom : 

London . . . .  
North. Rhodesia . 
South. Rhodesia . 

United States . . . 
Venezuela . . . .

8,580.—
48,760.—

25,170.—
500,000.—

12,000.—

2,130.45

14,628.—
2,500.—

1,560.—
1,371.62

11,880.—

24,380.—

107,187.50

48,800.—  (1953) 

3,052.20 (1953) 

20,815.—  (1953) 4,350.—  (1953)

841,434.90 286,474.44 218,115.97 17,333.75

N. B. Various contributions for 1954 which were received after the closing of the accounts for this fiscal 
year will be included in the report for 1955.

Table IV
RESERVES AND PROVISIONS AS ON DECEMBER 31, 1954

Movement in 1954 Credit

Debit Credit Balances

RESER VE FO R G EN E RA L RISK S : Sw. Fr. Sw. Fr. Sw. Fr.
Balance as on December 31, 1953 . . . . 729,835,16
Remittance from the Government of the 

German Federal Republic for partial 
refund of costs incurred by the ICRC in 
connection with its activities on behalf of 
German n a t io n a ls ........................................ 1,270,000.—

Transfer of receipts in 1954 concerning pre
vious y e a r s .....................................................

Sundry ...................................................................
Withdrawal for writing off the deficit for 

1954 ..................................................................

31,240.10

1,706,386.15

258,920.80

1,737,626.25 1,528,920.80

Debit balance . . . . 208,705.45 . . . . 208,705.45

R e s e r v e  f o r  g e n e r a l  r i s k s , Credit b a lan ce.................................................
G u a r a n t e e  F u n d  ......................................................................................................................................
R e s e r v e  f o r  a c t i o n  i n  c a s e  o f  c o n f l i c t ......................................................................
P r o v i s i o n  f o r  a m o r t i z a t i o n  o f  r e s e r v e  s t o c k s ...............................................
P r o v i s i o n  f o r  t h e  X I X t h  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  R e d  C r o s s  C o n f e r e n c e  .

521,129.71
3.000.000.—
5.000.000.—  

239,804.50
50,000.—

Position as on December 31, 1954 (See Table I, Liabilities) 8,810,934.21
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SUMMARY ESTIMATE OF ORDINARY EXPENDITURE

E s t i m a t e d  E x p e n d i t u r e For 1955 (E s tim a te s  
for 1954)

Sw. Fr. Sw. Fr.

O v e r h e a d  E x p e n s e s

Allowances, salaries and w a g e s ...............................
Family and cost-of-living allowances, social charges
Postage, telegrams, te le p h o n e ....................................
Equipment, maintenance and general supplies
Upkeep of cars and lo r r ie s ........................................
Reception of visitors and travelling expenses in

S w itz e r la n d ..................................................................
Sundry e x p e n se s ..............................................................

1,733,100.—
552,500.—

77.000.—  
125,900.—
48,600.—

40.000.—  
77,300.—

(1,866,000.—)
(591,400.—)

(65,000.— )
(128,800.— )

(54,300.— )

(44,000.—)
(82,800.—)

O t h e r  E x p e n s e s

Publications, in fo r m a tio n ............................................
Allowances for expenses, Members of the

Presidential C o u n c i l .................................................
Red Cross Conferences and m eetin g s......................
Expert commissions and c o n su lta tio n s ..................
Missions from G e n e v a .................................................
Delegations a b ro a d .........................................................
Sundry e x p e n se s ..............................................................

170.000.—

49,500.—
28,000.—
35.000.—

100.000.—  
385,200.—

23.000.—

(168,000.— )

(50,900.—)
(32,000.— )
(30,000.—)
(95,000.—)

(354,600.—)
(30,000.— )

3,445,100.— (3,592,800.— )

The above estimates of expenditure have been established and studied with the most 
careful attention. They do not include any margin for extraordinary expenditure, and would 
be subject to appropriate revision in the event of any important change of the situation in 
the course of the fiscal year.
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Table V

AND RECEIPTS OF THE ICRC FOR 1955

E s t i m a t e d  R e c e i p t s F o r 1955

Sw. F r.

R e c e i p t s  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  c u r r e n t  y e a r

Contributions from Governments .........................................................
Contributions from National Red Cross S o c ie t i e s ...........................
Sundry d o n a t io n s ........................................................................................
Income from invested funds ..................................................................
Sundry refunds and r e c e i p t s ..................................................................

832.300.— * 

284,700.— * 
335,000.—  

104,600.—
319.300.—

Total . . . 1,875,900.—

R e c e i p t s  c o n c e r n i n g  p r e v i o u s  y e a r s

Contributions from Governments ..........................................................
Contributions from National Red Cross S o c ie t i e s ...........................
Sundry refunds and receipts ..................................................................

333,700.—
25,300.—

12,000.—

Total . . . 371,000.—

Grand total 2,246,900.—

The deficit between receipts and expenditure therefore amounts to . . . 1,198,200.—

3,445,100.—

* The amount of contributions from Governments and National Red Cross Societies 
for 1955 is estimated at Sw.Fr. 1,476,000.— .

Experience having shown, however, that a certain percentage of the contributions do 
not reach the ICRC before the first months of the following year, the estimation has been 
adjusted to Sw.Fr. 1,117,000.— .
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Table VI

GENERAL ACCOUNT FOR RELIEF ACTIONS

Sw. Fr.

Position as on December 31, 1954 (see Table I, Liabilities) . . . 2,022,121.74

This amount includes the net product of the collection in Switzer
land, amounting to Sw.Fr. 646,356.90.

Commitments at the present date amount t o .... 1,372,457.87

Available for future commitments .........................................................  649,663.87
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P A R T  I I

The second part of the Report describes the special actions under
taken by the ICRC to alleviate distress resulting from the war, or 
caused by natural forces.

I. Assistance to victims of the World War

The various headings are relevant to the categories of victims, 
both military and civilian, dealt with by the ICRC in the course 
of the year. Under the heading Protection of Members of the Armed 
Forces, are included the measures taken on behalf of army medical 
personnel, and in the chapter under the title Protection of Civilian 
Populations an account is given of the development of legal assist
ance for stateless persons and refugees.

The table annexed to the present Report gives a summary of 
some of the documents dealt with, in this connection, in 1954 1.

1. PROTECTION OF MEMBERS OF ARMED FORCES

(a) Identification of the dead, missing, wounded, sick, and 
prisoners of war.

The Geneva Conventions provide for the recording of informa
tion which may help to identify military personnel of the adverse 
party held by the belligerents, and for the transmission of the 
information to the Official Information Bureaux and the Central 
Prisoners of War Agency.

1 See below pages 82 to 85.
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The ICRC makes a methodical check of all information received, 
in order to exhaust every possible source of information.

(b) Sundry actions.

Among the actions pursued for the alleviation of the moral and 
physical distress of war victims, reference may be made to the 
despatching of relief supplies 1, assistance for the purpose of 
repatriation, the investigation of matters in dispute, and applications 
to hospital establishments for the issue of medical records in con
nection with claims for pensions. These duties, which continue 
after the close of hostilities, still give rise to the exchange of corre- 
pondence with National Red Cross Societies and public authorities.

(c) Use of certain Japanese assets in favour of former prisoners 
of war (Article 16 of the Peace Treaty with Japan).

The ICRC continued to be engaged with the question of the 
compensation of some categories of former Allied prisoners of war, 
as provided by Article 16 of the Peace Treaty with Japan (San 
Francisco, September 1951).

I t will be recalled, that the Article states, in particular :—

" As an expression of its desire to indemnify those members 
of the armed forces of the Allied Powers who suffered undue 
hardships while prisoners of war of Japan, Japan will transfer 
its assets and those of its nationals in countries which were 
neutral during the war, or which were at war with any of the 
Allied Powers, or, at its option, the equivalent of such assets, 
to the International Committee of the Red Cross which shall 
liquidate such assets and distribute the resultant fund to 
appropriate national agencies, for the benefit of former prisoners 
of war and their families on such basis as it may determine to 
be equitable... "

1 See below, Table of Relief Supplies, pages 44 and 45.

26



Previous reports have described the negotiations in which the 
States concerned 1 and the ICRC took part in 1952 and 1953. The 
object of the negotiations was to specify the amount, as well as 
the situation of the Japanese assets concerned, and to establish 
the number of those eligible for the distribution in accordance 
with the identification standards laid down by the ICRC.

In 1954, after new representations on behalf of the prisoners 
of war had been made to the Japanese Government, an agreement 
was signed in Tokyo on November 30, which provided that the 
Government would transfer to the ICRC £ 4,500,000 before the 
end of May, 1955.

A few lists of prisoners of war had not been supplied by Decem
ber 31, 1954. The Governments’ attention has been called to the 
need for lists to be deposited in Geneva at the earliest possible date, 
in order that the ICRC may proceed with the necessary examina
tion, in view of an equitable implementation of the terms of Article 
16. As it is known, the funds will be distributed in direct proportion 
to the number of prisoners of war who are nationals of the States 
concerned.

The Supervisory Council, consisting of Professor Paul Carry, 
Member of the ICRC, Chairman, MM. Hans Bachmann, Ernest 
Frœlich, Eugène Hasler, and Frédéric Schnorf, whose duties are 
to guide the ICRC in this delicate task, kept in regular touch with 
the negotiations, and met whenever circumstances made it necessary

(d) War-disabled.

The cost of individual or collective relief distributed by the 
ICRC to war-disabled during 1954 amounted to Sw. Fr. 97,200. 
The relief supplies consisted of prostheses and orthopaedic appara
tus, Braille watches, dental equipment, assistance for the purchase

1 Australia, Cambodia, Canada, France, Indonesia, Laos, Luxemburg, 
♦Netherlands, New Zealand, Norway, ♦ Pakistan, Philippines, Rhodesia, 
South African Union, United Kingdom, Viet Nam. The countries preceded 
by an asterisk form the Executive Committee nominated for the study of 
the means of ensuring the application of Article 16.
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of encephalograph apparatus for brain-wound sufferers, invalid 
carriages for amputees and paralytics, tools and equipment for 
taking up. normal work, medicaments, tonics, foodstuffs and 
clothing.

During the same period the ICRC examined 725 new cases 
of war-disabled ; it gave assistance to 411, who belonged to nineteen 
different nationalities ; in addition, collective relief was provided 
for the disabled of some ten countries.

For both individual and collective relief actions, if often had 
recourse to the services of the National Red Cross Societies of 
Albania, Australia, Bulgaria, France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, 
Italy, Jugoslavia, Poland, Spain, and the United Kingdom, and 
the Red Cross association of the Saar region. In other countries, 
the ICRC sent gifts direct to the private addresses of these war 
victims. Relief to war-disabled in Austria, Greece, Indo-China and 
Spain was distributed under the supervision of the ICRC delegates 1.

(e) Medical Personnel.

The situation of medical personnel was the object of constant 
scrutiny, as National Red Cross Societies should have doctors and 
nurses at their disposal, in sufficient numbers, to assist the victims 
of conflicts and disasters. All categories of medical personnel should 
be able to rely upon the protection afforded by the Geneva Conven
tions. In conjunction with the various governmental and non
governmental agencies interested in the question, the ICRC has 
endeavoured to make the provisions of those Conventions known 
to all concerned, and continued to distribute the booklet relative 
to the protection of civilian hospitals and their personnel in time 
of war.

In conjunction with various national and international organisa
tions, the ICRC also studied questions concerning medical personnel 
and equipment in some other countries.

1 See Table of Relief Supplies, below pages 44 and 45.
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In addition to the preparation of reports on these questions, 
in view of the next International Red Cross Conference, and the 
verbal or written approaches made on the subject, the ICRC 
carries on a regular correspondence with doctors and nurses of 
various nationalities who wish to obtain information concerning 
the possibility of employment in Switzerland and other countries ; 
during the year it received visits of groups of doctors and nurses 
from several countries, seeking for information on the work of the 
ICRC, and the provisions of the Geneva Convention, which are of 
so great importance for their work as a whole.

2. PROTECTION OF CIVILIAN POPULATIONS 
AFFECTED BY THE WAR

In 1954 the ICRC continued its work on behalf of civilian 
populations ; it distributed relief to children, adults, aged persons 
and refugees.

(a) Child Welfare.

During the World Child Welfare Congress (Zagreb, Jugoslavia, 
August 31-September 4, 1954), organised by the International 
Union for Child Welfare, in conjunction with the National Council 
of Child Welfare Associations of Jugoslavia, the ICRC took pains 
to emphasise the importance of the provisions concerning children 
of the Geneva Convention relative to the Protection of Civilian 
Persons in Time of War, of August 12, 1949 : the following Resolu
tion was passed, among others, by the Congress :

" In times of war, it is necessary to ensure the maximum 
protection of children under the provisions of international 
law. Therefore the Congress recommends the strict application 
of the Geneva Convention for the Protection of Civilian Persons 
in Time of War, and invites governments that have not yet done 
so to ratify it. I t further recommends the adoption of a sup
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plementary agreement to make the provisions relative to the 
protection of children more complete than heretofore.”

" The Congress expresses its concern regarding the children 
who are still separated from their families, and recommends 
that Governments collaborate with the competent organisations 
and the Red Cross, in order to take all appropriate steps to 
locate those children and notify the parents or near relatives 
so as to make it possible to plan for their reunion.”

As in previous years, the International Committee’s efforts 
in connection with the re-uniting of parents and children gave rise 
to numerous representations to Red Cross Societies in Central and 
East European countries, which led to favourable results in a 
great many cases.

These interventions were not of a unilateral nature.

At the request of the Jugoslav Red Cross Society, which supplied 
the necessary particulars (nominal lists and family enquiries 
concerning over a thousand children presumed to be in thirteen 
different countries), the ICRC undertook to search for Jugoslav 
children who were missing as a result of events of war ; in 1954 it 
opened 929 new enquiries which enabled 376 children to be traced. 
At the end of the year, 553 enquiries were being pursued in Germany 
Austria, Italy and other countries, in co-operation with the public 
authorities and National Red Cross Societies concerned.

Transfers from West to East also took place, in the direction 
of the German Democratic Republic.

Further, the ICRC gave assistance on behalf of mentally 
deficient and necessitous children in several East European and 
Asian countries.

(b) Greek nationals.

The ICRC continued the action in which it had been previously 
engaged for the repatriation of Greek nationals. I t  facilitated the 
return from Hungary to their country of origin of 1,233 children
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and adults, with the efficient aid of the Red Cross Societies of 
Austria, Greece, Hungary and Italy. In addition, the repatriation 
of 1,735 children and adults from Rumania took place, with the 
support of the ICRC and the League of Red Cross Societies, and 
the valuable assistance of the Greek and Rumanian Red Cross. 
The ICRC learned with satisfaction of the successful repatriation 
of 791 adults and children from Czechoslovakia and 46 children 
from Jugoslavia.

The ICRC noted with gratification the provisions of the Greco- 
Bulgarian Agreement, signed in Paris on May 22, 1954, concerning 
the repatriation of Greek nationals still resident in Bulgaria. The 
Agreement provides for the appointment of a Committee composed 
of three Members (the representatives of the ICRC, the Greek Red 
Cross and the Bulgarian Red Cross), to compile the lists of the 
persons concerned. For reasons unknown to the ICRC, which is of 
course still prepared to delegate its representative, the proposed 
Committee has not yet been constituted.

(c) Ethnical minorities.

Previous reports have described the action of the ICRC on 
behalf of East Germans1 and German-speaking person often 
designated by the technical term Volksdeutsche. These people, 
who have been established in Central or East European countries 
for several generations, are not necessarily of German origin ; they 
not only came from territories which were later attached to Germa
ny, but also from France, the Netherlands, Switzerland, etc. ; it 
was merely because they were German-speaking that they were, 
often erroneously, considered to be German.

In Jugoslavia, in particular, the ICRC intervened with success
ful results on behalf of 25,000 persons ; in 1954 it dealt with 9,600 
adults, alone or accompanied by their children, and with individual 
children who had been allowed to join their families in Germany,

1 See Reports on the work of the ICRC, 1948, p. 64, 1949, p. 57, 1950, 
p. 42, 1951, p. 47, 1952, p. 33, 1953, p. 32.
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Argentina, Austria, Australia, Belgium, the United States, France, 
the United Kingdom and Venezuela. Special mention should be 
made of the services of the Jugoslav Red Cross Society which, by 
prolonged and careful search in conjunction with the ICRC, 
brought the work (which was often of a delicate nature) to a success
ful conclusion.

With the help of the authorities and the Swiss and Czechoslovak 
Red Cross Societies, the ICRC was able to facilitate the return from 
Czechoslovakia of a number of nuns of German origin and German
speaking, who wished to return to their parent establishment in 
Switzerland. The various operations involved (departure from 
Czechoslovakia, transport by air and arrival in Switzerland of 
365 persons) took place in the most favourable conditions.

On the whole, some 100,000 persons—East Germans or “ Volks- 
deutsche ”—have so far benefited by the International Committee’s 
aid.

(d) Refugees.

The ICRC continued to give assistance to refugees. In countries 
where it had appointed delegates, the latter endeavoured to give 
aid to persons in distressed circumstances and especially the aged 
and sick—the " hard core cases ’’—who experience great difficulty 
in making a new start in life.

Reference was made last year 1 to the admission of about 100 
tuberculous refugees from Trieste to hospitals in Switzerland. The 
ICRC undertook this work, with helpful co-operation from many 
sources, by means of funds specially allocated for the purpose by 
the Allied Military Government in Trieste and the Intergovern
mental Committee for European Migration. By the middle of the 
year 70 patients were still under treatment in Leysin. Refugees 
who were nearly cured were placed in convalescent homes in 
Leysin, or in the neighbourhood. About ten former patients have 
already taken up employment, with the help of the International

1 See Report on the work of the IC R C , 1953, p. 36.
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Committee’s two social workers ; others have been repatriated or 
are on the point of leaving.

During the year the ICRC helped the patients’ families to leave 
Trieste and to take up residence in France, at Morzine near the 
Swiss frontier. For practical measures in connection with accom
modation, employment for adults, school attendance by children, 
etc., the ICRC received valuable assistance from the public author
ities, who issued temporary residence permits to all persons belong
ing to the family groups.

The ICRC also dealt with the resettlement of the refugees. 
Towards the end of the year, an appeal was sent on their behalf 
to 31 Governments, through the National Red Cross Societies. 
The first replies received, in particular from France, opened up 
favourable prospects for the resettlement of families of agricultural 
workers in the Landes district.

In 1954 the ICRC continued the issue of a few Travel Documents 
to refugees or stateless persons ; the object of the document, which 
has been recognised by about thirty countries, is to facilitate the 
emigration of displaced persons to the country of their choice.

(e) A few comments on the re-uniting of families.

The re-uniting of families gave rise, in most cases, to intricate 
problems, where the human factor had often to be viewed from 
the economic and political angle. This was the case, in particular, 
whenever ethnical minorities were concerned. The contacts which 
are necessary to carry out this work of mutual aid and charity— 
which tends to bring contentment, to assist reconstruction and to 
promote the cause of peace—demands much care and tact. All 
questions connected with departures, transit and arrivals in another 
country must be arranged, to the last detail, with authorities and 
Red Cross Societies. The presence on the spot of delegates from 
Geneva, who have the confidence of the authorities 1 has often

1 M. G. Joubert, ICRC Delegate in Vienna, dealt with repatriations 
from Hungary.

M. F. Ehrenhold, Travelling-Delegate of the ICRC, gave his services 
in Athens, Bucharest, Constantza and Salonika, for repatriations from 
Rumania.
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been of great assistance. This confidence is most encouraging for 
the Red Cross, whose practical help is necessary in cases where no 
other institution could intervene.

Full particulars of the operations carried out will be found in 
the Summary on page 35.

(f) Sundry relief actions.

In 1954 the ICRC assisted sick and necessitous persons by 
supplying gifts in kind (medicaments, clothing and foodstuffs), 
which were distributed direct from Geneva or through some dele
gations. Individual parcels of medicaments were sent to 9,680 sick 
persons in 18 countries ; a greater number was helped by means of 
collective consignments4

(g) Legal assistance.

In July 1954, during the meetings of the Biennial Conference 
of the International Bar Association (Monaco, July 19-24), a 
representative of the ICRC informed the Association of the enquiry 
opened, by non-governmental organisations concerned with migra
tion, with a view to setting up a programme for legal assistance to 
refugees and stateless persons, with the help of all agencies compe
tent to deal with the question.

In conformity with Resolution 14 of the X V IIIth  International 
Red Cross Conference 2 the ICRC has endeavoured to promote the

1 See Summary of Relief Supplies, pages 44 and 45.
2 The X V IIIth  International Red Cross Conference,
approves the reports presented by the International Committee of the 

Red Cross and the League concerning the action taken on Resolution 31 of 
the XVIIth International Red Cross Conference,

thanks the International Committee of the Red Cross for the initiative 
it has taken in order to coordinate the efforts to give practical effect to legal 
assistance,

invites the International Committee of the Red Cross to carry on its 
activities on conjunction with the League of Red Cross Societies.
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RE-UNITING OF FAMILIES AS ON DECEMBER 31, 1954 

Persons of German origin or German-speaking

Proceeding from Country of transit Transit Camps Destination ♦Children ♦Adults

Poland German Democratic 
Republic

Heiligenstadt and 
Friedland

German Federal 
Republic

45,122

Czechoslovakia Furth I/W  and 
Schimding/Hof- 
Moschendorf

German Federal 
Republic

17,596

Czechoslovakia Switzerland (nuns 
returning to their 
parent establish
ment)

356

U.S.S.R. German Democratic 
Republic

Heiligenstadt and 
Friedland

German Federal 
Republic

2,133

Jugoslavia Austria Piding German Federal 1,458 22,665
Republic

Jugoslavia — — Austria 626 1,200
Jugoslavia Austria, German Piding German Democratic 29

Federal Republic Republic
Jugoslavia Austria, Switzerland — France 11 31
Jugoslavia Austria, France — United Kingdom 8 3
Jugoslavia Austria — United States 11
Jugoslavia Austria — Canada 5
Jugoslavia Austria — Belgium 2
Jugoslavia — — Argentina 1
Jugoslavia Austria — Australia 1
Jugoslavia Austria — Switzerland 1
Jugoslavia Austria — Venezuela 1
Rumania German Democratic — German Federal 1,071

Republic Republic
Austria — — German Federal \ 

Republic / 1,350
German Federal Austria )

Republic
Austria German Federal 

Republic
German Democratic 

Republic
14

2,168 91,527
2,168

T otal  . . . 93,695

* The figures under the heading “ Children " refer to individual transfers of children, in particular by  
convoys, whereas children who accompanied members of their families are included under the heading 
“ Adults
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development of legal assistance, in collaboration with the various 
Red Cross agencies, and governmental and non-governmental 
organisations.

I t  has noted with satisfaction the work of the offices and 
branches which have been set up to provide legal assistance, 
particularly in Germany, Austria, Brazil, Greece and Italy.

II. The activity of the ICRC following 
some recent conflicts

In 1954 the ICRC continued to give practical service in favour 
of the victims of disturbances and conflicts in Latin America, Asia 
and Europe.

I. LATIN AMERICA

Guatemala. — On being informed of the events in Guatemala, 
on June 21, 1954, the ICRC sent a telegram to the Guatemalan Red 
Cross Society, offering its services. On June 24, the ICRC stated 
that it was prepared to send one of its delegates from Geneva, and 
on June 24 and 25 it broadcast an appeal, drawing the attention 
of all concerned to the Red Cross principles, and earnestly request
ing that the civilian population should not be the object of attacks, 
that suffering should be limited and that the victims should be 
given assistance. The message reflected the concern which was felt 
at the time in regard to the possibility of the mass bombing of the 
civilian population.

A little later, the two parties to the conflict having accepted 
the International Committee’s offer of intervention, in the form in 
which it was made, the Deputy-Director of the Central Prisoners of 
War Agency, a former delegate in Spain, was appointed for the 
mission.

As the Geneva Conventions had been ratified by Guatemala 
in May 1954, Article 3 of the Fourth Convention (relating to armed 
conflict during internal disturbances) was therefore applicable. 
This circumstance facilitated the work of the International 
Committee’s delegate, as the article in question provides for the

36



humane treatment of the victims of disturbances ; it expressly 
states that “ an impartial humanitarian body, such as the Inter
national Committee of the Red Cross, may offer its services ”, and 
that the Parties to the conflict “ should further endeavour to bring 
into force, by means of special agreements, all or part of the other 
provisions of the present Convention As the prompt solution 
of the armed conflict soon made it impossible to conclude any 
special agreement of that nature, the action of the representative 
of the International Committee was consequently all the more 
appropriate.

The representative of the ICRC left Geneva for Mexico on 
July 2. He arrived on July 3 and was received by the President of 
the Mexican Red Cross, accompanied by other Members of the 
Society, and the ICRC Delegate in Mexico. With their kind as
sistance—and in this connection a tribute should be paid to the 
competent service rendered by the Mexican Red Cross—the 
delegate was able to procure within a few days (in accordance with 
the instructions he had received on leaving Geneva) emergency 
medical relief supplies, with funds supplied by the International 
Committee, and to organise his journey to the Guatemalan capital 
where he arrived on July 11 ; he was met by the President and 
Members of the Guatemalan Red Cross Society.

A very significant fact should be mentioned here. As hoped 
by the International Committee, this National Society did not 
suffer from the effects of the political upheaval. Its directors 
remained in office throughout the events which occurred from 
June 18. This continuity was of very great importance, and it may 
be presumed that the ICRC helped in this connection by showing 
its confidence in the Society’s impartiality, from the very outset 
of the conflict.

On July 14 the representative of the ICRC was received by 
the Minister for Foreign Affairs of the new Government. The 
Minister assured him that he would be granted all facilities, in 
particular to visit the places of internment of political detainees. 
The National Red Cross Society had also received authority from 
the Government to visit the establishments and to assist the 
detainees.
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Three days later, accredited by the Home Office, the delegate, 
accompanied by two representatives of the Guatemalan Red Cross 
Society, visited the town prison, inspected the various divisions 
of the establishment and had a long talk concerning the conditions 
of internment with several political detainees. One thousand two 
hundred men were assembled in four or five guardrooms. Owing 
to a lack of bedding material they slept on the floors. Further, the 
food supplies were far from sufficient for the prisoners’ normal 
meals. The director of the prison was quite prepared to accept the 
help of humanitarian agencies to improve the situation and, thanks 
to the immediate steps taken by the Red Cross, a few bags of rice, 
lentils and sugar were supplied, which allowed for the most pressing 
needs to be met until the administrative services could be re
organised.

The delegate then visited a prison installed in a police barrack, 
in most unsanitary conditions ; water was lacking and an epidemic 
had broken out. By his efforts an entire storey was fumigated, 
repainted and handed over to the Red Cross for use as a hospital. 
This measure stopped the progress of the epidemic. A little later, 
representatives of the Press were authorised to visit the premises ; 
their report on their visit had a most beneficial effect upon public 
opinion.

On July 20, without previous notice, the delegate visited the 
women’s prison. He then proceeded to the provinces and, again 
accompanied by representatives of the National Society, he visited 
Zacapa and Chiquimula Prisons, which contained numerous 
internees. For this inspection a military plane had been placed at 
his disposal, the roads being impracticable for car traffic on account 
of the rainy season.

Following his first visit, the ICRC representative made various 
suggestions for the improvement of the internees’ conditions to 
the Home Office authorities. He also informed the Guatemalan 
Red Cross Society, whose efforts he was supporting, of his views 
on the subject. Mention should be made of the efforts which this 
Society, in pursuance of the Red Cross ideal, has made and continues 
to make in connection with asistance to political detainees. Through 
its intermediary the representative of the International Committee
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was able to despatch sundry relief supplies to the places of detention; 
it also took charge of the hospital service in one of the prisons of 
the capital. Thanks to its good offices, and with the help of medi
caments supplied by the ICRC, health conditions returned to 
normal.

The International Committee’s representative had been re
quested, on leaving Geneva, to make enquiries concerning relief 
which might be needed for the civilian population, with a view 
to the sending out of an appeal by the League of Red Cross Societies 
to all National Societies. The Guatemalan Red Cross Society did 
not think, however, that it was necessary to launch an appeal. The 
International Committee duly advised the League, which it had 
kept informed of all the details supplied by its representative in 
Guatemala.

2. ASIA

Korea. — Previous reports1, and the two volumes published 
under the title " Le Comité international de la Croix Rouge et le 
conflit de Corée ”, are a most pertinent illustration of the efforts 
made by the ICRC to aid war victims in Korea ; the suspension 
of hostilities and the evolution in the situation which had taken 
place, made it unnecessary to continue its activity in this field. 
Its representatives received instructions from Geneva to bring 
their mission to a close in March 1954, and to return to Switzerland. 
Requests for the tracing of missing persons continue to be dealt 
with at the ICRC headquarters in Geneva. The chapter entitled 
“ Central Prisoners of War Agency " gives useful information 
concerning this action 2.

Indochina. — The events in Indo China imposed new duties 
upon the ICRC.

Hospital planes and helicopters carrying the wounded were 
fired upon by the Anti-Aircraft Defence and sustained damage ;

1 See Reports on the work of the IC R C , 1950, p. 80, 1951, p. 66, 1952, 
p. 52, 1953, p. 50.

2 See below, p. 50.
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moreover, as ground medical formations had suffered from aerial 
bombardment, the ICRC considered that it was necessary to call 
the belligerents’ attention to the fundamental principles of inter
national law, in order that persons under the legitimate protection 
of the Red Cross emblem might be spared.

Within the limits of the facilities available to them, the Inter
national Committee’s delegates were present on several occasions 
during the exchanges of prisoners of war and military internees 
held by either of the parties concerned. They accompanied convoys 
of prisoners in French hands belonging to the Viet Nam People’s 
Army, whose camps they had often visited during the past few 
years. With the approval of both parties the delegates were present 
at the exchange posts. They were also present, on several occasions, 
for the return of prisoners belonging to the French Union Forces 
who had been captured by the Democratic Republic of Viet Nam 
Forces. The delegates of the ICRC brought to the notice of the 
military commanders present the condition of the prisoners at the 
close of their captivity.

With the agreement of the detaining authorities, the ICRC was 
able to despatch letters and cards which families wished to send 
from Europe to members of the French Union Forces in the hands 
of the Viet Nam People’s Army ; the transmission of these family 
messages took place through the Viet Nam Democratic Republic 
Embassy in Peking.

Following the armistice signed on July 20 in Geneva, the 
delegates’ work was increased by other duties resulting from the 
tragic condition of the refugees. After the cease-fire which allowed 
for the free passage of civilians wishing to proceed from one zone 
to the other, some four hundred thousand persons flowed towards 
the Tonking assembly centres to be evacuated. This exodus raised 
serious problems for the public authorities and the Red Cross 
association of the Viet Nam State, who asked for the aid of the 
International Red Cross agencies in Geneva. Two appeals to 
National Societies were launched, the first by the ICRC on August 
27, the second by the League on August 31 ; both received a favour
able response from some twenty Red Cross Societies, who immedia
tely sent relief supplies to the spot or promised contributions in the
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near future. For technical methods of distribution the work was 
shared between the ICRC and the League, the latter taking charge 
of all Red Cross relief supplies for the Southern Zone, while the 
ICRC undertook similar duties in the Northern Zone 1.

The cessation of hostilities in Viet Nam thus by no means 
lessened the commitments of the ICRC in 1954. I t therefore 
reinforced its delegation in Indo China 1 by sending a delegate from 
Geneva to work in the zone situated to the North of the 17th 
Parallel ; the latter reached Hanoï just before the signature of the 
armistice. I t  may be mentioned that the delegate remained in 
the city after October 10, when it was taken over by Viet Nam 
Democratic Republic forces. Not long before the ICRC had ent
rusted one of its former delegates, at present at the head of the 
Lausanne University Hospital, with a brief mission to Viet Nam, 
to make a survey of various medical and pharmaceutical questions.

In Saïgon the work of the International Committee’s delegate 
which covered South Viet Nam, Cambodia and Laos, increased 
rapidly, making it necessary to appoint a second delegate, who 
joined his post at the end of September. The representatives visit
ed refugees in camps, and the dispensaries where they were given 
treatment by the Viet Nam Red Cross, the ICRC having considered 
taking measures on their behalf from its relief funds. Further, the 
delegates of the International Committee built up stocks in Saïgon 
of gifts from National Red Cross Societies, to be used for possible 
relief actions in the north ; on behalf of the United Nations Child
ren’s Emergency Fund (UNICEF), they organised the distribution 
of relief supplies to the refugees, valued at Sw. Fr. 202,000, consist
ing of powdered milk, soap and clothing materials.

3. EUROPE

Greece. — Following requests for assistance emanating from 
public health officials and prison doctors, the ICRC Delegation in

1 The ICRC also took charge of the distribution, in the Southern Zone, 
of relief supplies not provided by Red Cross Societies.

2 See the composition of the ICRC Delegation in Indo China, page 11.
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Athens has for some years 1 been making X-ray tests to ascertain 
the number of detained and interned persons suffering from tuber
culosis who require specific treatment. This action was successfully 
pursued in 1954 ; in addition the delegation supplied medicaments, 
especially antibiotics, to civilian hospitals and sick persons, and 
distributed foodstuffs and clothing donated by various organisa
tions in Switzerland or abroad, or acquired locally with relief funds 
supplied by the ICRC.

During visits to camps, in Aghios Efstratios in particular, the 
delegate of the ICRC was able to converse freely with detained 
civilians ; he afterwards made suggestions for the improvement of 
their living conditions to the authorities concerned.

These interventions were of appreciable help in the medico- 
social campaign instituted by the authorities and the Greek Red 
Cross Society on behalf of the entire population.

The ICRC continued in 1954 the tracing of former Greek 
military personnel who were still in East European countries, of 
whom 211 were repatriated. I t opened individual enquiries with 
several East European Red Cross Societies and sought the aid of 
those Societies for the reuniting of displaced families 2.

On page 44 will be found the details of the relief supplies, 
amounting to Sw. Fr. 319,977, which were distributed in Greece 
by the ICRC delegation, in conjunction with the Greek Red Cross 
Society and the public authorities.

III. Interventions on behalf of victims of natural disasters

DISTRIBUTION OF RELIEF SUPPLIES

In so far as its means allowed, the ICRC associated itself in 
1954 with the joint efforts on behalf of victims of floods and earth
quakes made by the League and the National Societies of which

1 See R eports on the work of the IC R C . 1948, p. 100, 1949, p. 71, 1950, 
p. 65, 1951, p. 62, 1952, p. 45, 1953, p. 54.

2 See below, page 30.
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it is the special concern to organise relief measures in such circum
stances. The ICRC could not stand apart, however, since it had 
vehicles available in Geneva for immediate use, it sometimes 
disposed of the services of a delegate in the disaster area itself, 
and it was a question of extraordinary measures necessitated by 
the victims’ extreme distress. A sum of Sw. Fr. 52,000 was devoted 
to the actions of which a summary is given below :

Algeria. — Orleansville earthquake : despatch of blankets to the 
French Red Cross, drawn partly from reserve stocks in Geneva and 
partly from stocks built up in Monaco, sent through the good 
offices of the Monaco Red Cross.

Austria. — Danube floods : transport of 1,000 blankets donated 
by the ICRC, and relief supplies from Swiss donors, by ICRC 
lorries ; distribution of the relief supplies to the Red Cross centres 
in disaster zones.

Greece. — Thessaly earthquake : distribution to the victims of 
relief in kind drawn from the ICRC stocks in Athens ; presentation 
of a cash donation from the International Federation of War 
Veterans Organisations.

India. — Floods in West Bengal and Assam : Despatch of relief 
in kind for the victims.

Iraq. — Mesopotamia floods : Despatch to victims of relief in 
kind, blankets, sheets and medico-surgical kits.

Pakistan. — East Bengal floods : Despatch of relief supplies to 
victims in Dacca.

GENERAL SUMMARY OF RELIEF SUPPLIES

The table below gives a summary of the relief in cash or 
in kind distributed by the ICRC in 1954, in connection with 
its traditional work on behalf of war victims, or following special 
decisions motivated by post-war events and natural disasters. I t 
gives a detailed list of beneficiaries in each country concerned, 
and the amount of the relief distributed, by weight or in value, 
for each category of the beneficiaries.
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RELIEF SUPPLIES DISTRIBUTED IN 1954

Remarks : The figures in italics represent relief in cash. Weights are not indicated ii 
the case of special relief items (special drugs, orthopaedic supplies, intellectual and individua 
relief, etc.)

Co u n t r ie s B e n e f ic ia r ie s

To

By beneficiaries B y countries

Kgs. Sw. Fr. Kgs. Sw. Fr.

A fg h a n ist a n Civilian population, adu lt and child victims
of e p id e m ic s ..................................................... 5 4,650 5 4,650

A l ba n ia W a r-d isa b led ......................................................... 378 7,193
Greek m ilitary in te rn ees ................................... 452 2,890 830 10,083

A l g e r ia D isaster v ic tim s..................................................... 3,000 23,750 3,000 23,750

A u str a lia W a r-d isa b led ......................................................... 7 2,600 7 2,600

A u st r ia Participation  in relief action on behalf of
A ustrian prisoners of w a r .......................... 1,180 2,800

W a r-d isa b led ......................................................... 182 1,854
1,049

Civilian p o p u la t io n ............................................ 85 723
D isaster v ic tim s.................................................... 1,800 12,500
“ Volksdeutsche ” a m p u te e s .......................... 11,255 1,049
R efugees .................................................................. 64 1,309 3,311 30,441

B u l g a r i a Civilian p o p u la t io n ............................................ 5,566 129,057
W a r-d isa b led ......................................................... — 330 5,566 129,387

Czech o slo v a k ia W a r-d isa b led ......................................................... 108
152

Civilian p o p u la t io n ............................................ 788 5,403 152
Germ an d e ta in ee s ................................................ 3 21 791 5,532

F r a n ce W a r-d isa b led ......................................................... 41 13,342
441 441

Displaced p e rso n s ................................................ 1 2,108 42 15,450

G e r m a n y W a r-d isa b led ......................................................... 23 15,117
(Federal Republic) 2,476

Disaster victim s.................................................... 138 1,380
“ V olksdeutsche” ................................................ 2,102 6,500

15,525
“ V olksdeutsche ” a m p u te e s .......................... 12,865
R efugees .................................................................. 2,506 25,373 18,001
Disabled re fu g e e s ................................................ 414 4,769 61,649

G e r m a n y W a r-d isa b led ......................................................... 4 2,120
(Democratic 279 279
Republic) Civilian p o p u la t io n ............................................ 161 1,961 165 4,081

G r e e c e W a r-d isa b led ......................................................... 1,123
971

D etained and exiled p e rs o n s .......................... 39,478 239,209
D etained a m p u te e s ............................................ 6,369
Civilian p o p u la t io n ............................................ 34,949 67,015 971
D isaster v i c t i m s ................................................ 3,597 5,290 78,024 319,006

Gu a tem a la D isaster victim s, political detainees . . . . 32 16,558 32 16,558

H u ng a r y W a r-d isa b led ......................................................... 781
Civilian p o p u la t io n ............................................ 917 26,500
Germ an d e ta in ee s ................................................ 13 140 930 27,421

I n d i a D isaster v ic tim s.................................................... 176 4,744 176 4,744
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C o u n t r i e s B e n e f i c i a r i e s

To

B y beneficiaries B y countries

Kgs. Sw. Fr. Kgs. Sw. Fr.

I n d o  C h i n a  1 Prisoners and m ilitary  in te rn e e s .................. 500 6,819
Disabled prisoners of w a r ............................... - 435 500 7,254

I r a q Political d e t a i n e e s ............................................ 10 360
D isaster v ic tim s..................................................... 475 5,985 485 6,345

I t a l y W a r-d isa b led ......................................................... 6
984

Tuberculous w ar v ic tim s................................... 2,526 25,494
Displaced persons (c a m p s) ............................... 336 2,200 984
Trieste refugees.................................................... 116 3,025 2,978 30,725

J u g o s l a v ia W a r-d isa b led ......................................................... 9 3,660
753

Civilian p o p u la t io n ............................................ 3 159
G erman d e ta in ee s ................................................ 4 43 753
Rum anian r e f u g e e s ............................................ 46 280 62 4,142

L y b i a W a r-d isa b led ......................................................... - 506 - 506

P a k i s t a n D isaster v ic tim s..................................................... 550 4,621 550 4,621

P o l a n d W a r-d isa b led ......................................................... 7,069
Civilian p o p u la t io n ............................................ 1,521 58,432
“ Volksdeutsche ” ................................................ 670 3,312 2,191 68,813

R u m a n i a Civilian p o p u la t io n ............................................ 46 888
“ Volksdeutsche ” ................................................. 16 160 62 1,048

S p a i n R efugees.................................................................. 1,004
626 626

Aid to  e m ig ra n ts ................................................ 8,621 9,625

S w i t z e r l a n d Disabled re fu g e e s ................................................ 12 252
1,150

Trieste refugees under trea tm en t in Leysin 1,150
500 18,182 512 18,434

U.S.S.R. Civilian p o p u la t io n ............................................ 390 2,750
D etained persons :

G e r m a n ............................................................. 3,257 27,395
A u s tr ia n ............................................................. 1,044 8,886
S p a n i s h ............................................................. 669 5,621
H u n g a r ia n ......................................................... 781 6,567
J a p a n e s e ............................................................. 2,241 18,838
R u m a n ia n ......................................................... 614 5,161
O ther n a t io n a l i t i e s ....................................... 1,302 10,930 10,298 86,148

V e n e z u e l a R efugees.................................................................. - 91 - 91

O t h e r  c o u n t r i e s  :
B r a z i l , W a r-d isa b led ......................................................... 72 50 2,031
U n i t e d  K i n g d o m , 49 49
Saar, etc. Civilian p o p u la t io n ............................................ 50 1,959

Relief in c a s h ......................................................... 24,455
Relief in kind (weights and  v a lu e ) .................. 115,336 895,135

T otal value of relief . . . 115,336 919,590

Value of relief donated  by  the ICRC. . . . 76,775 606,968
Value of relief en trusted  to  the ICRC for distribution . . 38,561 312,622

G r a n d  T o t a l .............................. 115,336 919,590

1 In addition the ICRC supervised the distribution of relief supplies placed at the disposal of refugees in 
Indo China by UNICEF, representing a value of 202,000 Swiss francs.



The scale of distributions was lower in 1954 than in former 
years, but the total is still considerable. The value of the relief 
supplied by the ICRC, and that entrusted to its care by third 
parties for the purpose of distribution, amounted to Sw. Fr. 919,590, 
as against Sw. Fr. 1,193,285 in the previous year.

The decrease was not general however ; in comparison with 
the diminution ascertained in practically all instances, it will 
nevertheless be seen that a considerable increase occurred in three 
countries, i.e., Bulgaria -  Sw. Fr. 105,641 to 129,387 : Italy -  Sw. 
Fr. 9,519 to 31,700 : USSR -  Sw. Fr. 10,819 to 86,148, the respective 
increases being Sw. Fr. 24,000, 21,000 and 76,000, as compared 
to the previous year.

The operations were carried out in over 29 countries, occa
sionally in conjunction with delegations and in all cases through 
the technical services in Geneva which deal with the purchase, 
despatch and verification of relief supplies. National Red Cross 
Societies lent their assistance, and the work was facilitated by the 
understanding attitude of public authorities, and the efforts of 
persons of good will, which show the confidence placed in the 
International Committee’s action.

IV. Central Prisoners of War Agency

1. GENERAL REMARKS

In 1954 the International Committee’s investigations concern
ing war victims necessitated an exchange of correspondence amount
ing to 152,161 letters, telegrams and other documents. Photostat 
copies were made of 7,000 items (certificates of births, marriages 
and deaths, lists, etc.). The greater part of the Central Agency’s 
work concerns missing military personnel, and prisoners of war 
whose trace has been lost since the close of hostilities. As in previ
ous years the ICRC dealt with the transmission of family mes
sages and private documents (certificates and extracts of births, 
marriages and deaths, certificates of captivity, etc.) and the return
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of personal belongings of deceased persons, those humanitarian 
activities which conform to the spirit of the Geneva Convention 
relative to the Treatment of Prisoners of War. I t continued to examine 
documents, and to make use of the information contained therein, 
in connection with the tracing of missing civilians, as well as its 
work for the re-uniting of families separated by events of war ; it 
established or renewed, when necessary, the ICRC Travel Docu
ments of which the object is to facilitate the emigration of displaced 
persons 1.

2. CARD INDEXES AND ENQUIRIES

The whole of the information sent to Geneva is, as all are 
aware, placed on record at the ICRC headquarters in the card- 
indexes of the Central Prisoners of War Agency.

These records which are kept scrupulously up to date, allow 
for careful checking to be made, by the so-called method of 
“ tallying ” while taking into account all possible mis-spelling of 
names. The ICRC is thus in a position to supply information 
required from the cards in its possession, or to collect details which 
enable it to question the authorities concerned.

The Agency services have recourse to all sources of information. 
They opened special enquiries which allowed for individual testi
monies to be collected from members of the same units as missing 
men (" regimental enquiries ”). In 1954 fifteen thousand enquiries 
were opened, in particular with local authorities, German communal 
administrations, French, Polish and Czechoslovak municipal autho
rities ; they led to detailed replies which often allowed for more 
extensive searches.

3. WORK IN 1954

(a) German Section. — During the year the ICRC received 
some 33,000 enquiries ; searches were made for German nationals 
who were reported missing during the two World Wars, or recent

1 See below, page 33.
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conflicts ; investigations were made concerning estates of men who 
died in captivity ; certificates of captivity for former prisoners of 
war were issued. The German Civilians Section continued to deal 
with documents concerning individual cases, in connection with 
the re-uniting of “ Volksdeutsche ” families 1.

(b) Greek Section. — During the same period the ICRC ex
changed with Greece and Red Cross Societies in neighbouring coun
tries over 10,000 items of correspondence concerning the tracing of 
Greek nationals who left their country, voluntarily or involuntarily, 
during the war ; it transmitted family messages and dealt with cases 
of persons resident in Greece, or Greeks who had emigrated to 
Australia, whose children had been removed to other countries 
on account of the events of war. As in previous years, the Greek 
Section obtained about 5,000 positive replies ; it placed on record 
the numerous details supplied by the lists of repatriates, in order 
to bring its files, archives and card-indexes up to date.

(c) Italian Section. — The ICRC dealt with over 6,000 official 
enquiries and sundry individual requests concerning, in particular, 
the identification of military personnel deceased in captivity, with 
a view to establishing death certificates or duplicates of documents 
which had been lost or destroyed during the hostilities ; it was able 
to supply information in 5,350 cases. I t  continued to receive 
enquiries concerning Libyan ex-servicemen who had been enrolled 
in the Italian forces, and later interned by the British forces ; it 
sent replies in Arabic to 1,529 applications and issued, in 849 cases, 
the certificates required for the grants which the Italian Govern
ment had decided to allocate to former prisoners of war or their 
families. I t  will be recalled that the names given by the applicants 
did not correspond with those appearing on the lists of deceased 
persons or military personnel supplied by the Detaining Power 
during the war ; the phonetic interpretation of Arab names raised 
difficulties which made the work of tracing and identification more 
onerous.

1 See below, page 31.
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(d) Grouped Sections.

N o r t h e r n  E u r o p e .  The ICRC received about 8 ,0 0 0  enquiries 
from Poland and the Baltic and Scandinavian countries. I t  received 
1 ,6 0 0  positive replies to enquiries opened on missing Poles, in 
Poland and France, as well as those concerning Polish, Balt or 
Scandinavian military personnel enrolled in armed forces abroad. 
I t  issued certificates of captivity or internment to former prisoners 
of war or deportees, made searches for missing civilians and trans
mitted family messages.

C e n t r a l  a n d  E a s t e r n  E u r o p e .  The ICRC examined over 
7,000 enquiries received from Austria, Bulgaria, Czechoslovakia, 
Hungary, Jugoslavia and Rumania, made searches for missing 
military personnel of the Second World War and former prisoners 
of war, issued certificates of captivity and followed up claims, in 
particular those in connection with back pay emanating from 
former Austrian prisoners of war in American hands. The ICRC 
also looked after the transmission of family news for displaced 
civilians, and the correspondence and documents concerning dis
placed Jugoslav children.

W e s t e r n  E u r o p e .  The ICRC received over 6,000 requests 
for information, on which enquiries were opened, concerning 
Belgian, Dutch and Luxemburger nationals presumed to be held 
in the USSR, Spanish deportees who died in German concentration 
camps, and missing French nationals (Alsatians and Lorrainers 
enrolled in the German forces and presumed to be held in the 
USSR, children of ex-servicemen and French workers in Germany) ; 
3,200 positive replies were received. At the request of relatives, 
it also opened enquiries on prisoners of war held by the forces of 
the Democratic Viet Nam Republic, and transmitted messages.

A n g lo - S a x o n  c o u n t r i e s ,  L a t i n  A m e r ic a ,  M id d l e  a n d  F a r  
E a s t .  The ICRC examined over 7 ,0 0 0  requests for information. 
On enquiries from the United States of America and the United 
Kingdom, it made searches for missing military personnel and per
sons deported during the World Wars. Only 2 ,0 0 0  positive replies 
were received, all enquiries concerning the Far East (Korea, China, 
Democratic Republic of Viet Nam) having remained unanswered.
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It made searches in Latin America for persons of other conti
nents who had emigrated overseas, and with whom their families, 
especially those in Europe, wished to remain in contact.

In the Middle East, it was concerned with Israeli nationals in 
Arab countries, and Arabs resident in Israel. I t  transmitted 
family messages and dealt with cases of civilians held on either 
side of the closed frontiers. I t was gratified to note that, in this 
connection, the Red Crescent Societies, and the “ Magen David 
Adorn ” in Israel, made every effort to facilitate its work.

In the Far East, following the contacts established during the 
Asiatic Conference in Geneva, the ICRC resumed, during the second 
half-year, investigations in North Korea and China concerning 
military personnel presumed to be detained in those countries ; 
over a thousand enquiry forms, giving details of the missing 
persons, and the circumstances, were sent to the Pyong Yang 
Government and the Chinese Red Cross.

Through its delegates in Viet Nam, the ICRC continued to 
make enquiries and to transmit messages on behalf of French 
combatants, and German, Spanish, Italian, Polish and other 
nationals, enrolled in the French Union forces and presumed to be 
prisoners of war, or missing. From the information it possessed, 
or collected, it was able to reply to numerous requests for informa
tion received from persons who had no knowledge of the lists of 
prisoners liberated in Indo China, issued by the French authorities.

Nine years after the close of the 1939-1945 conflict, the Central 
Prisoners of War Agency continues to be an instrument of careful, 
accurate and patient research. From all parts of the world en
quirers have recourse to its services. In the case of a family trying 
to trace a missing person, or to renew the contact with members 
from which it is separated, to obtain originals or copies of personal 
or other documents which are essential to daily life, the social 
importance of its work is more than evident.
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P A R T  I I I

The third part of the Report deals firstly with the International 
Committee’s action for the development of humanitarian law and the 
implementation of the Geneva Conventions. I t also gives a survey 
of the work of the ICRC in relation with International Red Cross 
agencies, international institutions and other organisations for 
mutual aid. In  conclusion, it describes the measures taken for the 
diffusion of information of Red Cross interest.

1. Development of Humanitarian Law

1. THE GENEVA CONVENTIONS

(a) General remarks.

On August 22, 1864, in the Alabama Room of the Geneva 
Town Hall, the plenipotentiaries of twelve States signed the first 
Convention for the Amelioration of the Condition of the Wounded 
and Sick in Armed Forces in the Field. They established the 
fundamental principle that the wounded and sick, whatever their 
nationality may be, shall be collected and cared for. The Inter
national Committee—the guardian of the Red Cross principles— 
has made tenacious efforts to improve this first code of humani
tarian law. It has continued to be the promoter, and the principal 
architect, of the successive Geneva Conventions and, on several 
occasions, it has convened conferences of international experts, in 
order to consult them upon the modifications proposed.
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In the form which was given to them on August 12, 1949, the 
four Geneva Conventions, devoted to the protection of all war 
victims, represent an imposing volume of 429 articles which 
specify the status of wounded and sick combatants, prisoners of 
war and internees, and the civilian population, in the event of 
armed conflict, civil war or disturbances. The ICRC and its 
services continue their efforts for the improvement of humanitarian 
law. The interest shown by many countries in its work encourages 
it to continue its efforts.

(b) New ratifications.
Early in 1954, the ICRC sent out the Appeal of the Three Presi

dents 1, with a view to accelerating the universal implementation 
of the Geneva Conventions. The appeal was sent to the National 
Societies of countries which had signed but had not yet ratified the 
Conventions, and to non-signatory countries which had not yet 
notified their accession.

The ICRC expressed the hope that these States would ratify 
or adhere to the Conventions at the earliest possible date, in confor
mity with the fifteenth Resolution of the X V III th  International 
Red Cross Conference, voted unanimously, without opposition or 
abstentions, in 1952.

By the terms of the articles common to the four Geneva Conven
tions 2, ratifications and accessions are notified in writing to the 
Swiss Federal Council, and come into effect six months after the 
date of their deposit.

In its previous report, the ICRC published the chronological 
list of the thirty-two ratifications or accessions which took place 
before January 1, 1954. Since that date fourteen States have 
ratified or acceded to the Conventions 3, i.e. Turkey (February 10),

1 That is to say, the Presidents of the Standing Commission, the League 
of Red Cross Societies and the ICRC. See Report on the Work of the Inter
national Committee of the Red Cross (January 1 to December 31, 1953, pages 
59 and 60).

2 First Convention, Articles 57 and 61.
3 The dates on which the declarations reached the Federal Political 

Department in Berne appear in brackets ; the States marked by an asterisk 
have deposited instruments to confirm reservations made at the time of 
the signature.
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Liberia (accession, March 29), Cuba (April 15), USSR (May 10), 
Rumania * (June 1), Bulgaria (July 22), Byelorussian Soviet 
Socialist Republic *, Hungary *, the Netherlands *, Ukrainian 
Soviet Socialist Republic (August 3), Ecuador (August 11), Ger
man Federal Republic (accession, September 11), Poland * (No
vember 26), Thailand (accession, December 29).

By December 31, 1954, the total number of ratifications and 
accessions had reached forty-six, of which the list, in chronological 
order, is given below :

Geneva Conventions of August 12, 1949 — Ratifications and Accessions

No. Countries Year Ratifications Accessions

1 Switzerland 1950 March 31
2 Jugoslavia April 21
3 Monaco July 5
4 Liechtenstein September 21
5 Chile October 12
6 India November 9
7 Czechoslovakia December 19
8 Holy See 1951 February 22
9 Philippines March 7

10 Lebanon April 10
11 Jordan May 29
12 Pakistan June 12
13 Denmark June 27
14 France June 28
15 Israel July 6
16 Norway August 3
17 Italy December 17
18 South African Union 1952 March 31
19 Guatemala May 14
20 Spain August 4
21 Belgium September 3
22 Mexico October 29
23 Egypt November 10
24 Japan 1953 April 21
25 San Salvador June 17
26 Luxemburg July 1
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No. Countries Year Ratifications Accessions

27 Austria August 27
28 San Marino August 29
29 Syria November 2
30 Viet Nam November 14
31 Nicaragua December 17
32 Sweden December 28
33 Turkey 1954 February 10
34 Liberia March 29
35 Cuba April 15
36 USSR May 10
37 Rumania June 1
38 Bulgaria July 22
39 Byelorussian SSR August 3
40 Hungary August 3
41 Netherlands August 3
42 Ukrainian SSR August 3
43 Ecuador August 11
44 German Federal 

Republic
September 3

45 Poland November 26
46 Thailand December 29

(c) Commentary on the Conventions.

Several surveys of important articles of the Geneva Conventions 
of August 12, 1949, concerning the treatment of prisoners of war 
(Third Convention) and the protection of civilian persons (Fourth 
Convention) have been published in the Revue internationale de la 
Croix Rouge 1. The members of the Legal Department continued 
the analysis of the 159 articles of the Fourth Convention, in view 
of the preparation of the second volume of the Commentary, which 
is nearly finished 2.

1 See below, page 76.
2 See Report on the Work of the International Committee of the Red  

Cross (January 1 to December 31, 1952), Geneva 1952, page 60.
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(d) Information Notes.

Distribution was made among National Red Cross Societies, by 
means of the ICRC Information Notes, of replies to their requests 
for information concerning the Geneva Conventions, of 1949 and 
cognate questions. The fourth issue of May 1954 contained the 
Summary of the first numbers issued. The fifth publication ap
peared in November 1954.

(e) Instruction of army services and the population.

The States party to the 1949 Conventions have undertaken to 
disseminate the knowledge of the Geneva Conventions as widely 
as possible and, in particular, to include the study thereof in their 
programmes of military and civil instruction, in order that the 
principles may become known to the entire armed forces and the 
population.

The measures taken by governments consist essentially of the 
distribution of the Conventions to officers, medical personnel and 
chaplains, either in full or in the form of extracts accompanying 
texts concerning the operations of war. A more simple document 
is often distributed to troops during their training courses. In the 
army services of various countries, training courses and lectures 
for officers have been instituted to give instruction on the basic 
principles (treatment of prisoners or enemy wounded when cap
tured, questioning of captives, behaviour of troops towards the 
civilian population and partisans in occupied territory, safeguard 
of hospitals, etc.).

In several countries where members of the teaching profession 
are provided with documentation concerning the Geneva Conven
tions, the universities have included the study of humanitarian 
law in their programmes ; it would be most advisable for this 
example to be followed by all the States party to the Geneva 
Conventions.
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Moreover, numerous Red Cross Societies have continued the 
instruction of their active members on the subject ; in Germany, 
in particular, some thirty jurists of different nationalities, the 
representatives of National Red Cross Societies, held a meeting 
for the study of a programme for the methodical dissemination of 
the Conventions. The methods adopted consisted of four lectures 
(each of two hours' duration) accompanied by practical examples : 
(First Lecture : The significance of the Geneva Conventions ; 
Second Lecture : The Red Cross Emblem used as a Symbol of 
Protection ; Third Lecture : Captivity and Internment ; Fourth 
Lecture : The Protection of Civilians in Occupied Territory. Jurists 
who attend courses of this description will thus be in a position 
to give adequate instruction to Red Cross personnel. I t is, in fact, 
necessary for National Red Cross Societies to be able to count, in 
future, upon the services, not only of doctors but also of jurists 
who are capable of giving them information on all questions relating 
to the Geneva Conventions, in particular the correct use of the 
Red Cross Emblem.

The ICRC has made a collection of the information made 
available to the public by National Red Cross Societies in Australia, 
Austria, Belgium, France, Germany, Greece, Indonesia, the Nether
lands, Norway, Spain and Switzerland. I t  will be pleased to send 
this information, on request, to the National Societies who desire 
to spread the principles of the Geneva Conventions, in their turn.

(f) Official translations.

The official text of the Conventions exists in French and English. 
The Powers party to the Geneva Convntions of 1949 have published 
versions in their respective national languages, i.e. Arabic, Czech, 
Danish, German, Hebrew, Italian, Norwegian, Polish, Rumanian, 
Russian, Serbo-Croat, Spanish, Swedish and Turkish. Translations 
in Chinese, Flemish, Indonesian, Korean and Persian have also 
been published.
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2. LEGAL PROTECTION OF CIVILIAN POPULATIONS 
FROM THE DANGERS OF MODERN WARFARE

In its Appeal of April 5, 1950 1, concerning the use of atomic 
weapons and non-directed missiles, the ICRC raised the very 
important question whether the new methods of warfare—which 
lead to indiscriminate mass destruction of defenceless persons— 
were compatible with the observance of humanitarian regulations 
which have their specific basis in the distinction between comba
tants and non-combatants, and whether their use would not com
promise the results achieved so far in regard to the legal protection 
of non-combatants.

Since the Appeal was sent out, no essential development has 
occurred to dispel the fears which inspired it.

In October 1953, the ICRC discussed with a few representatives 
of Red Cross Societies, the question of the danger to which the 
civil population, and the action of the Red Cross itself, would be 
exposed, by the use of certain modem weapons. The discussions 
reinforced the International Committee’s idea of making a careful 
survey of the laws applicable to all forms of aerial bombardments, 
and of reaffirming certain principles in regard to the minimum 
protection for civilians which should be recognised in all circum
stances. Having decided to entrust the survey to a Commission 
of Experts from various countries, fully qualified by their know
ledge of law, military strategy or the effects of aerial bombard
ments, it undertook the preparatory work for the meeting, and 
took the necessary steps to convene the experts.2

The initiative was by no means an innovation, being part of 
a long series of work which the ICRC had undertaken since 1920, 
with a view to establishing regulations, in regard to aerial warfare

1 See A ppea l of the International Committee of the Red Cross, A p r il 5, 
1910, concerning atomic weapons and non-directed missiles. Replies of Govern
ments, Geneva, 1952.

2 See Commission of Experts for the legal protection of civilian  populations 
and victim s of war from the dangers of aerial warfare and blind weapons, and 
Collection-Constitutional texts and documents concerning the legal protection 
of populations and war victim s from the dangers of aerial warfare and blind 
weapons. Idem Commentary on the Provisional Agenda, Geneva 1954.
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in particular, for the protection of the civilian population. More
over, the initiative is also part of the International Red Cross 
movement which has made obvious, in several resolutions adopted 
by its International Conferences, and again on recent occasions, 
its anxiety concerning the effects of aero-chemical warfare, and 
has earnestly requested the authorities to come to an agreement 
for the prohibition of the use of weapons of an indiscriminate 
nature.

The Commission met at the ICRC headquarters in Geneva 
from April 6 to 13, in the presence of M. Paul Ruegger and Frédéric 
Siordet, President and Vice-President of the ICRC, M. Léopold 
Boissier, Member of the ICRC, Head of the General Affairs Depart
ment, General Henri Guisan and other Members of the ICRC, its 
Directorate and Legal Department.

The Meeting was composed as follows :

Major Richard R. Baxter, Judge Advocate General’s Office, Depart
ment of the Army, Washington (U.S.A.).

Professor Maurice Bourquin, Professor at the University of 
Geneva and the Graduate Institute of International 
Studies, Geneva, Brussels (Belgium).

Mr. Georges Cahen Salvador, President of Section to the 
" Conseil d’E tat ”, Paris (France).

Professor E. J. S. Castren, Professor at the University of 
Helsinki (Finland).

Dr. Jngi Enomoto, Lawyer, former Professor at the Naval 
College, Tokyo (Japan).

Captain C. B. Falls, Fellow All Souls College ex “ Chichele ” 
Professor (History of War) University of Oxford, 
London (UK).

His Exc. Y. D. Gundevia, Ambassador of India in Switzer
land, Berne (Switzerland) and New Delhi (India). At 
present Deputy High Commissioner for India (London).
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Dr. R. Janovic, Medical General, Jugoslav Armed Forces 
Belgrade (Jugoslavia).

Professor J. La Pira, Mayor of Florence, Ex-Senator, 
Florence (Italy).

Dr. M. W. Mouton, Captain, Royal Netherlands Navy, 
Wassenaar (Netherlands).

Mr. Hans Rumpf, Ex-Major-General in charge of Fire Ser
vices, Elmshom (German Federal Republic).

Major-General A. E. D. Tobiesen, Head of the Civil Defence 
Services, Oslo (Norway).

Dr. M. Tsuzuki, Professor emeritus of the University of 
Tokyo, ex-titular Professor of Surgery of the Faculty 
of Medicine, Tokyo (Japan).

Mr. R. T. Yingling, Legal Adviser’s Office, State Depart
ment, Washington, D.C. (USA).

Major R. J . E. M. van Zinnincq-Bergmann, Royal Nether- 
land Air Force, Wassenaar (Netherlands).

Dr. A. Costedoat, Medical Inspector-General, Technical 
Adviser to the Ministry of Public Health, Paris (France).

The Commission was presided by M. F. Siordet, assisted by 
MM. M. Bourquin, E. J. S. Castren, Vice-Presidents, W. Mouton 
and R. R. Baxter, Rapporteurs.

The Experts confirmed that certain fundamental principles 
of the laws of war, such as the prohibition of the employment of 
arms, projectiles or material calculated to cause unnecessary 
suffering 1—principles established before the development of air

1 See Handbook of the International Red Cross, 10th Edition, Geneva, 
1953, Page 33, Regulations concerning the laws and customs of war on land, 
Annex to the Hague Convention of October 18, 1907, Art. 23.

59



craft—remained valid and were, in consequence, applicable to 
aerial warfare. Several experts underlined that the value and 
military advantage of indiscriminate bombing were in no way 
comparable with the efforts it required, or the destruction of 
property and loss of human lives it caused. Moreover, the majority 
of the Experts were of the opinion that aerial warfare was a form 
of conflict which had the most urgent need for regulations. They 
considered that such regulations would be of great use in cases of 
internal disturbances. In particular, they reached the conclusion 
that, in some circumstances, military requirements should give 
way to those of humanity. To quote the striking remark of one 
of the Experts, the Mayor of Florence : “ The generations alive 
today have no right to destroy the wealth which has been given to them 
to pass on to future generations

But, in confirming the validity of certain principles, the experts 
recognised thé difficulty of translating those principles into precise 
stipulations applicable to aerial bombardments. In addition, 
some underlined certain technical factors of modern aerial warfare 
which aggravated military requirements, and which even humani
tarian regulations should take into account. As the meeting took 
place shortly after the hydrogen bomb tests, the vision of its 
devastating effects, on a scale beyond all human control, often 
overshadowed the experts’ discussions ; they were therefore of the 
opinion than an effort to regulate the question would have no great 
chance of success unless States could reach an agreement for the 
prohibition of such weapons.

The ICRC kept the National Societies informed of its work 
by information notes sent out on April 23 and May 14, 1954. The 
notes were accompanied by a summary of the opinions expressed 
by the experts and the collection of documents prepared for the 
Commission.

In May 1954, during the Session of the League Board of Gover
nors in Oslo, the ICRC gave some details of the question, which 
was the subject of a survey by its Vice-President, M. Frédéric 
Siordet. The Board unanimously adopted a resolution, submitted
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by the President of the Brazilian Red Cross1, requesting the 
ICRC to study the question of additions to the Geneva Conventions 
in order to protect civilian populations from the dangers of blind 
weapons and mass destruction.

In November the ICRC gave detailed information on the 
progress of its work to the representatives of Red Cross Societies 
assembled in Geneva to attend the meeting of the League Executive 
Committee 2 ; M. Frédéric Siordet, Vice-President of the ICRC, 
recalled the reasons which had led the ICRC to deal with the 
problem, and a member of the Legal Department gave a detailed 
survey of the studies which had been undertaken. After hearing 
the explanation given the representatives approved the Inter
national Committee’s action and expressed their wish to assist 
its efforts in view of the adoption of a draft project of essential 
regulations for the protection of civilian populations from the 
dangers of modem warfare.

While negotiations are being pursued on a governmental level, 
on the subject of disarmament and the prohibition of weapons of 
mass destruction, the Red Cross should, as a whole, make every 
effort on the humanitarian level to reaffirm, to give precise form to, 
and induce Governments to admit, the regulations and essential 
limitations for the protection of populations, which belligerents 
should always respect, whatever weapons may be employed.

1 The text of the resolution was the following :
" The Board of Governors,
Considering the resolution passed in its present session exhorting the 

Powers to renounce the use of atomic weapons, chemical and bacteriological 
warfare.

Considering the fact that the role of the Red Cross is to protect civil 
populations from the devastating and indiscriminating effects of such 
warfare,

Requests the International Committee of the Red Cross to make a 
thorough examination of the subject and propose at the next International 
Conference of the Red Cross the necessary additions to the Conventions in 
force in order to protect civilian populations efficiently from the dangers of 
atomic, chemical and bacteriological warfare.”

2 See below page 64.
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4. PROTECTION OF POLITICAL DETAINEES

In a previous report the ICRC gave a survey of its initiative in 
convening a Commission of International Experts in Geneva, to 
study the question of assistance to political detainees 1. When 
consulting them upon this serious and difficult problem, it had no 
intention of encroaching upon the rights of States ; it merely 
wished to reassure people of all nations with regard to the humane 
treatment which should be provided for persons for whom a 
Power may consider it necessary, at any time, to take severe 
measures.

The consultation was invaluable for the ICRC, which is always 
anxious to extend its humanitarian initiatives, as well as for the 
victims of internal disturbances who place their confidence in the 
Red Cross.

In 1954, the ICRC was able to take practical measures in this 
connection, in Guatemala 2 ; its intervention constituted one of the 
first applications of the general provisions of the Geneva Conven
tions of August 12, 1949. The latter provide that in the case of 
civil war or internal disturbances, the essential principles of humanity 
should be observed.

II. The Red Cross Institutions

1. INTERNATIONAL RED CROSS

(a) International Red Cross Conference.

In 1954 the ICRC examined various questions connected with 
the preparation of the X lX th International Red Cross Conference, 
which is due to be held in New Delhi.

1 See Report on the Work of the International Committee of the Red Cross 
(January 1 to December 31, 1954), Geneva 1954, Annex, Report of the 
Commission of Experts for the examination of the question of assistance to 
political detainees, Pages 84 to 91.

2 See below, pages 36 to 38.
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(b) Standing Commission of the International Red Cross.

Two Sessions were held in 1954, the first in Oslo and the second 
in Geneva, in November.

(c) Meetings of the Three Presidents.

The Presidents of the Standing Commission of the International 
Red Cross, the League of Red Cross Societies and the ICRC meet 
from time to time, with a view to co-ordinating efforts and for 
making the action of the Red Cross as efficient as possible.

In 1954 they held two regular Sessions, in Paris (March) and 
London (September).

2. LIAISON WITH THE LEAGUE OF RED CROSS SOCIETIES

During the past year, the ICRC continued to be in permanent 
contact with the League of Red Cross Societies. In addition to the 
monthly joint meetings, instituted for the study of matters of 
common interest (recognition of National Societies, relief missions, 
etc.) which are held in turn at the respective headquarters of each 
institution, meetings also took place for the examination of special 
cases (special missions, visits of representatives of National 
Societies, sundry questions, etc.).

3. RELATIONS WITH NATIONAL RED CROSS SOCIETIES

(a) Official recognition of National Societies.

On July 23, 1954, the Afghan Red Crescent Society asked to be 
officially recognised by the ICRC. This National Society, founded 
in 1923, has extended its action to various relief activities and has 
included in its programme the work prescribed by the Geneva 
Conventions. I t has continued to develop during the past few 
years ; it recently set up medical teams, is now building a hospital
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and forming medical personnel, and has devoted large sums to 
relief action on behalf of victims of natural disasters. Moreover, 
by the terms of its statutes, it collaborates in war-time with the 
Army Medical Services. As the conditions for recognition were 
entirely fulfilled, the International Committee, after examining the 
question with the League, had pleasure in granting the official 
recognition of the Afghan Red Crescent Society as a member of the 
International Red Cross 1.

The ICRC gave favourable effect to the request for recognition 
submitted on October 19, 1954, by the President of the German 
Red Cross in the German Democratic Republic 2. By the terms of 
its statutes, the object of the Society (founded in 1952) is to assume 
the activities designated by the International Red Cross Conference 
and the Geneva Conventions ; it assists the State Public Health 
Service by forming medical teams and setting up first aid posts 
and, in general, it helps to improve public health by all means at 
its disposal. Its recognition is a mark of progress towards the 
universality of the Red Cross and, as in the case of the German 
Federal Republic in 1952, the recognition is not in any way pre
judicial to the subsequent foundation and recognition of a Society 
whose activity would extend to the whole of the German territory.

(b) Session of November 11, 1954 3.

On November 11, the delegates of National Red Cross Societies 
who were taking part in the meetings of the Executive Committee 
of the League, in Geneva, attended a meeting held, for information 
purposes, at the headquarters of the ICRC 4.

1 Afghan Red Crescent Society, Kabul : Honorary President, H. R. H. 
Prince Ahmed Shah Khan ; President, Akhter Mohammed ; Vice-President, 
Chulam Hazrat Koshan.

2 German Red Cross in the German Démocratie Republic, Berlin : 
Honorary President, Otto Buchwitz ; President, Dr. Ludwig Mecldinger ; 
Head of the Central Offices, Hr. Hans Schobel.

3 See Revue Internationale de la Croix-Rouge, 1954, pages 961 to 972. 
1 Meetings were held, in similar circumstances, in May 1951 and October

1953.
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The meeting assembled some forty participants, representing 
24 countries : Australia, Belgium, Bulgaria, Canada, Denmark, 
Egypt, Finland, France, the German Federal Republic, Greece, 
Iran, Ireland, Japan, Jugoslavia, Mexico, the Netherlands, Norway, 
Rumania, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, Turkey, the United King
dom and the United States.

The session was entirely devoted to the study of the work under
taken by the ICRC in connection with the legal protection of civilian 
populations from the dangers of modem warfare 3. The meeting 
gave rise to a fruitful exchange of views which showed, once more, 
the interest of the Red Cross representatives in the Committee’s 
initiative.

4. FOUNDATIONS

The ICRC administers funds for the purpose of encouraging the 
work of National Red Cross Societies or rewarding the distinguished 
services of nursing personnel.

(a) Augusta Fund.

The income of the Fund, established in 1890 in memory of the 
Empress Augusta of Germany, is devoted either to missions in 
the general interest of Red Cross work, to women’s associations 
concerned with the setting up of nursing schools, or to any other 
object of practical utility.

The next distribution will take place on the occasion of the 
X lX th  International Red Cross Conference. National Societies have 
until November 1,1955, for submitting applications for grant.

(b) Empress Shôken Fund.

The Fund was instituted in 1912 on the initiative of the Empress 
of Japan. Its object is to allocate funds to National Red Cross

1 See below, pages 57 to 62.

65



Societies for their relief work in peace-time, in particular for the 
prevention of contagious diseases, and for the benefit of victims 
of disasters.

The Joint Commission, composed of three representatives of 
the ICRC and representatives of the League of Red Cross Societies, 
met on February 23, 1954, in Geneva, to study the applications for 
allocations. I t  decided to give favourable effect to requests for 
allocations submitted by six National Red Cross Societies, and the 
following distributions were made :

A. Sw. Fr. 2,500 to the C e y l o n  R e d  C r o s s  S o c i e t y ,  Colombo, 
for the development of its work on behalf of children suffering 
from malnutrition and tuberculosis.

B. Sw. Fr. 2,500 to the I n d i a n  R e d  C r o s s  S o c i e t y ,  New Delhi, 
for the development of its medico-social service.

C. S w . Fr. 2,500 to the I n d o n e s i a n  R e d  C r o s s  S o c i e t y ,  Djakarta, 
for its First Aid Programme.

D. Sw. Fr. 2,000 to the C o s t a  R ic a n  R e d  C r o s s  S o c i e t y ,  San 
José, for the development of its programme for building up 
undernourished children who require special treatment.

E. Sw. Fr. 2,000 to the S o u t h  A f r i c a n  R e d  C r o s s  S o c i e t y ,  
Johannesburg, for setting up a day-nursery and a first aid post 
for non-Europeans in the Witbank district.

F. S w . Fr. 1 ,5 0 0  to the D a n is h  R e d  C r o s s  S o c i e t y ,  Copenhagen, 
for the purchase of apparatus for the re-education of polio 
victims.

(c) Florence Nightingale Medal.

This medal was instituted in 1912 by the Washington Confer
ence, to honour nurses and voluntary aids who have shown excep
tional devotion to the sick or wounded in perilous circumstances 
due to events of war or public disasters. The award of the silver- 
gilt medals attached by red and white ribbons, and the diplomas,
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takes place every two years. The names of the 28 nurses and volun
tary aids who were awarded the medal last year are given in the 
previous report 1.

The suggestions of Central Committees of National Red Cross 
Societies should be submitted for examination by the ICRC before 
March 1, 1955, accompanied by all essential information, in order 
that the list of recipients may be published on May 12, the anni
versary of Florence Nightingale’s birth 2.

5. MISSIONS

(a) Missions of the President of the ICRC.

Early in March M. Paul Ruegger took part, with Ambassador 
A. François-Poncet, Chairman of the Standing Commission, and 
Judge E. Sandstrom, Chairman of the Board of Governors of the 
League, in a meeting of the Three Presidents, held in Paris, for the 
purpose of examining, in particular, the result of the Appeal 
inviting National Red Cross Societies to approach Governments 
in order to hasten the ratification of the Geneva Conventions of 
August 12, 1949 3. The President of the ICRC was accompanied 
by M. L. Boissier, Member of the Presidential Council, and M. D. 
de Traz, Deputy Executive Director.

In April, following the meeting in Geneva of the Commission 
of experts for the legal protection of civilian populations and victims 
of war from the dangers of aerial warfare and blind weapons, the 
President of the ICRC paid further visits to Paris where he had 
conversations with members of the Directorate of the French Red 
Cross Society.

1 See Report on the Work of the IC R C . January 1 to December 1953, 
Geneva 1954, pp. 45 to 47.

2 See N om ination of Candidates for the Florence Nightingale M edal, 
403rd Circular of the ICRC, Geneva, August 23, 1954.

3 See below, page 52.
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In May, M. P. Ruegger, accompanied by M. F. Siordet, Vice- 
President of the ICRC, M. R. Gallopin, Director, and M. F. Ehren- 
hold, Delegate, visited Oslo, where he participated in the regular 
meeting of the Standing Commission of the International Red Cross. 
and the Opening Session of the Board of Governors of the League,

In July the President of the ICRC was received in Bonn by the 
Federal Vice-Chancellor and the Secretary of State for Foreign 
Affairs, also the President of the Red Cross in the German Federal 
Republic. He then proceeded to the Hague where he met the heads 
of the Netherlands Red Cross Society.

At the end of September, M. P. Ruegger attended the second 
regular Meeting of the Three Presidents, held at the headquarters 
of the British Red Cross, in London ; he was accompanied by 
M. F. Siordet, Vice-President, and M. J. Pictet, Director for 
General Affairs.

In October, on the invitation of the President of the Belgian 
Red Cross Society, M. P. Ruegger took part in the official celebra
tion of the 90th anniversary of the Society’s foundation, in Brussels.

In November, he participated, with M. R. Olgiati, Member 
of the ICRC, in the second regular meeting of the Standing Com
mission of the International Red Cross, held in Geneva.

In December the President of the ICRC visited Mantua, in 
order to study, with the authorities of the province, the repre
sentatives of the Italian Red Cross Society and the League of Red 
Cross Societies, the plans in connection with the commemoration 
of Henry Dunant’s action at Solferino in June 1859.

The President also visited Strasburg, accompanied by Mile. 
D. Werner, Delegate of the ICRC, to take part in the work of a 
Commission of experts for the organisation of automatic co-operation 
and assistance in the event of natural disasters suffered by a Member 
country of the Council of Europe.
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(b) Other missions.

In addition to the missions of the President of the ICRC, 
mention should be made of certain special missions carried out 
overseas, i.e.—

L a t in  A m e r ic a . —  The Chapter entitled “ The activity of 
the ICRC following some recent conflicts ” 1 gives a survey of the 
important results obtained by M. P. Jequier, sent from Geneva 
on a mission to Guatemala. Following his special mission, the 
delegate was able to make useful contacts with members of Govern

ments and Red Cross authorities in Costa Rica, Honduras, Mexico, 
Nicaragua and Salvador (July 2-September 11, 1954).

F a r  E a s t .  After the closing of the ICRC Delegation in Korea, 
Dr. O. Lehner, the former head of the delegation, paid visits 
before his return to Switzerland to the public authorities and Red 
Cross directorates in Burma, Hong Kong, Indonesia, Japan, 
Malaya, the Philippines, and Thailand (April 6-July 16). In 
addition, the ICRC entrusted Dr. F. Aguet, of the Lausanne 
University Hospital, with a short mission to Viet Nam (September 
17-November 7).

M id d le  E a s t .  In 1954, M. A. de Cocatrix was designated by 
the ICRC to carry out missions of a general nature, and special 
duties, in Saudi Arabia, Cyprus, Egypt, Iraq, Iran, Israel, Jordan, 
Lebanon and Syria (June 17-October 21).

The following list shows the missions and visits of Members 
of the ICRC and principal members of the staff, in 1954.

1 See below, pages 35 to 38.
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CHRONOLOGICAL LIST OF ICRC MISSIONS AND STUDY-VISITS IN 1954

Munich
Paris
Trieste

Berlin

Lyons

Morzine and 
Thonon

Bonn and 
Frankfort

The Hague

London
Paris

Arolsen

Hong Kong and 
Manilla 

Morzine

Munich 

New York 

Paris

J a n u a r y

Study-visit (M. R. Bovey)
Study-visit (M. R. Gallopin, Executive Director)
Discussions concerning stateless refugees with the 

authorities and Military Government (M. M. Wolf)

F e b r u a r y

Discussions with the German authorities (M. F. Ehren- 
hold)

Ceremony for the presentation of the Florence Nightin
gale Medal (Mlle L. Odier, Member of the ICRC)

Visit in connection with assistance to stateless refugees 
from Trieste (MM. D. de Traz, Deputy-Executive 
Director, P. Kuhne, C. Turian, Mile Rothenbach)

March

Meetings with the International Tracing Service, Arolsen, 
and the German and Allied authorities (MM. R. Gal
lopin, M. Wolf)

Discussion in connection with the application of Article 16 
of the San Francisco Treaty with Japan (M. P. Kuhne)

Mission for Red Cross questions (M. M. Wolf)
Meeting of the Three Presidents (MM. P. Ruegger, Pre

sident, L. Boissier, Member of the ICRC, D. de Traz)

A pr il

Study-mission in connection with the International 
Tracing Service (M. P. Kuhne, Mile P. Tombet)

Study-mission to South East Asia (Dr. 0. Lehner)

Visit in connection with assistance to stateless refugees 
from Trieste (M. R. Bovey, Mme E. de Ribaupierre, 
MM. C. Turian, J. Ruff)

Second study-mission in connection with the tracing of 
missing persons (M. P. Kuhne, Mlle P. Tombet)

Special mission to the U.S. authorities and American 
Red Cross (M. D. de Traz)

Presidential mission (M. P. Ruegger)
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M a y

Athens Mission on Red Cross matters (M. F. Homeffer)
Karlsruhe Vth Session of the Congress of the Federation of Nursing 

Institutions and Nurses of the German Red Cross 
(M. R. Olgiati, Member of the ICRC, Mlle H. Nussbaum)

Djakarta Continuation of the study-mission to South East Asia 
(Dr. 0. Lehner)

The Hague Intergovernmental Conference for the Protection of Cultural 
Property in the event of Armed Conflict (M. J. Wilhelm)

Oslo Standing Commission of the International Red Cross, 
23rd Session of the Board of Governors of the League 
(M. P. Ruegger, F. Siordet, R. Gallopin, F. Ehrenhold)

Washington Celebration of the International Red Cross Day at the 
headquarters of the American Red Cross (M. M. Bod
mer, Member of the ICRC)

J u n e

Bangkok Continuation of the study-mission to South East Asia 
(Dr. 0. Lehner)

Belgrade Mission on Red Cross matters (MM. F. Ehrenhold, 
H. Beckh)

Berlin International Congress of the Lieux de Genève (M. C. 
Pilloud)

Bonn Further meetings with the German and Allied authorities 
concerning the International Tracing Service

/ (MM. R. Gallopin, M. Wolf, F. Ehrenhold)
Florence 111rd Congress for Peace and Christian Civilisation 

(M. P. Ruegger)
Cairo Mission to the Red Cross in the Middle East (M. A. de 

Cocatrix)
Morzine Visit in connection with assistance to stateless refugees 

from Trieste (M. P. Kuhne)
Schaffhausen Meeting of Delegates of the Swiss Red Cross (Hon. Pre

sident M. Huber, M. E. Nobs, Mlle L. Odier, Members 
of the ICRC, M. J. Duchosal, Secretary-General)

Singapore Continuation of the study-mission to South East Asia 
(Dr. 0. Lehner)
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J u l y

Annecy Visit for Red Cross matters (M. M. Wolf)
Bonn Presidential mission (M. P. Ruegger)
Hanoï Mission on Red Cross matters (M. J. de Reynier)
The Hague Presidential mission (M. Ruegger)
Guatemala Temporary mission on Red Cross matters (M. P. Jequier)
London Discussion for the implementation of the provisions of 

Article 16 of the Peace Treaty with Japan (Professor 
P. Carry, Member of the ICRC, M. R. Gallopin)

Monaco Vth Congress of the International Bar Association 
(M. H. Coursier)

Munich Assistance to victims of floods in Central Europe 
(M. C. Ammann)

Rangoon Close of the study-mission to South East Asia (Dr. 0. 
Lehner)

Riad Continuation of the mission to the Red Cross in the 
Middle East (M. A. de Cocatrix)

A u g u s t

Bahrein Continuation of the mission to the Red Cross in the 
Middle East (M. A. de Cocatrix)

Bucharest and Mission in connection with the repatriation of Greek
Constanza nationals from Rumania (M. F. Ehrenhold)

Djeddah Continuation of mission to the Red Cross in the Middle 
East (M. A. de Cocatrix)

Florence Presidential mission (M. P. Ruegger)
Frankfort Red Cross meetings concerning stateless refugees 

(M. M. Wolf)
Managua Study-visit to Central America (M. P. Jequier)
Morzine Visit in connection with assistance to stateless refugees 

from Trieste (MM. D. de Traz, P. Kuhne)
Paris Presidential mission (M. P. Ruegger)
Salonika Continuation of the mission in connection with the 

repatriation of the Greek nationals from Rumania 
(M. F. Ehrenhold)

T egucigalpa, Continuation of the study-visit to Central America
San José, 
San Salvador

(M. P. Jequier)
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Amman,
Baghdad
Hanoï
London

Morzine

Rome

Saïgon

Teheran

Zagreb

Beirut

Brussels

Bucharest

Damascus

Frankfort
Jerusalem
London

Annecy

Berlin, Bonn, 
Hamburg

S e p t e m b e r

Continuation of mission in the Middle East (M. A. de 
Cocatrix)

Mission to the Viet Nam Red Cross (Dr. F. Aguet)
Meeting of the Three Presidents (MM. P. Ruegger, 

F. Siordet, J. Pictet)
Visit in connection with assistance to stateless refugees 

from Trieste (Mme E. de Ribaupierre, M. C. Turian)
VUIth General Assembly of the World Medical Associa

tion (M. C. Pilloud)
Mission on Red Cross matters to South Viet Nam 

(M. N. Burckhardt)
Continuation of mission in the Middle East (M. A. de 

Cocatrix)
Congress of the International Union for Child Welfare 

(M. F. Ehrenhold)

O c t o b e r

Continuation of mission in the Middle East (M. A. de 
Cocatrix)

Celebration of the 90th anniversary of the foundation of the 
Belgian Red Cross Society (M. P. Ruegger)

Mission in connection with the repatriation of Greek 
nationals from Rumania (M. F. Ehrenhold)

Continuation of mission in the Middle East (M. A. de 
Cocatrix)

Red Cross meetings (M. M. Wolf)
Close of the mission in the Middle East (M. A. de Cocatrix)
Discussion for the implementation of the provisions of 

Article 16 of the Peace Treaty with Japan (Professor 
P. Carry, M. M. Wolf)

N o v e m b e r

Visit in connection with the Trieste refugees accom
modated in Morzine (M. P. Kuhne)

Discussions with the German authorities (M. F. Ehren
hold)
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London Continuation of discussions concerning Article 16 of the 
Peace Treaty with Japan (M. M. Wolf)

Luxemburg XlVth Congress of the International Committee of Military 
Medicine and Pharmacy (Dr. E. Gloor, Vice-President 
of the ICRC)

Morzine Visit in connection with assistance to stateless refugees 
from Trieste (Dr. G. Dubois, MM. P. Kuhne, C. Turian)

D e c e m b e r

Mantua Presidential mission (M. P. Ruegger)
Miilhausen French Red Cross Exhibition (M. R. Bovey)
Strasburg Session of a group of experts of the Council of Europe 

(M. P. Ruegger, Mlle D. Werner)

III. Relations with International Organisations

1. GENERAL REMARKS

Many other public or private institutions work in the same 
field as the Red Cross, in particular the Army Medical Services, 
national Health Services and the whole of the medical and allied 
professions. To these agencies should be added various international 
organisations and numerous national or international charitable 
institutions, of a religious or secular nature.

2. UNITED NATIONS

(a) Relations with the United Nations Organisation

In the course of the year the ICRC sent to the United Nations 
headquarters in New York various complete surveys and documents 
in connection with activities which were likely to be discussed 
during the IX th General Assembly. I t continued to follow the 
work of the Economic and Social Council, the International Law
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Commission, the Ad Hoc Commission on Prisoners of War, the 
International Bureau for Declarations of Death, the United 
Nations Children’s Emergency Fund and the Technical Working 
Group on the Rehabilitation of the Physically Handicapped, and 
remained in contact with other United Nations’ services, particu
larly in Geneva, with a view to the co-ordination of programmes 
and methods for the solution of humanitarian problems.

(b) Collaboration with specialized Agencies

The ICRC continued its relations with the United Nations 
Specialized Agencies, i.e. the International Labour Organisation, 
Food and Agriculture Organisation of the United Nations, United 
Nations Educational Scientific and Cultural Organisation, World 
Health Organisation, International Telecommunication Union and 
the High Commissioner for Refugees.

I t  attended, as an observer, the Council and Assembly meetings 
of some of the organisations.

The ICRC was invited by UNESCO to participate, at The 
Hague, in the work of the intergovernmental conference for the 
establishment of a Convention for the Protection of Cultural 
Property in the event of Armed Conflict (April 21-May 14). The 
text adopted on May 14, 1954, which has been compared to a 
“ Red Cross Charter for the protection of the artistic treasures of 
humanity ”, constitutes a felicitous extension of the law for the 
limitation of destruction caused by war.

3. OTHER ORGANISATIONS

This ICRC retained its working contacts with the Council of 
Europe. I t  sent delegates or observers to the International Con
gress of the Lieux de Genève, Berlin, to meetings of the Inter
governmental Committee on European Migration, and the Confer
ence of Non-Governmental Organisations, Geneva, the Inter
governmental Conference for the Protection of Cultural Property
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in the event of Armed Conflict, The Hague, the X lV th Congress 
of the International Committee of Military Medicine and Pharmacy, 
Luxemburg, the Vth Congress of the International Bar Association, 
Monaco.

The ICRC remained in contact with various associations for 
mutual aid and relief, in particular :

International Committee for Aid to Intellectuals, Swiss Relief 
Fund, Young Men’s Christian Association, and Young Women’s 
Christian Association, National Catholic Welfare Conference, 
American Joint Distribution Committee, International Catholic 
Migration Commission, World Council of Churches, International 
Rescue Committee, International Federation of War Veterans 
Organisations, American Foundation for Overseas Blind, World 
University Service, Evangelisches Hilfswerk, International Sponsor
ship of War Orphans, Pro Infirmis, International Social Service, 
American Friends Service, World Council for the Welfare of the 
Blind, International Union for Child Welfare.

IV. Informations and Publications

1. REVUE INTERNATIONALE DE LA CROIX ROUGE

The Revue internationale de la Croix Rouge, the official organ of 
the ICRC, endeavours to show in its pages that the fundamental 
principles of the Red Cross are part of a vast movement of thought ; 
it has continued to publish articles by scholars of international 
renown, and to emphasise the existence in the oriental philosophies 
of the idea that every human being in distress, either friend or 
enemy, should be given aid. The first special edition in Arabic, 
about fifty pages, prepared in conjunction with the National 
Societies of the Middle East, revealed the common belief in the 
Red Cross ideal of the Red Cross, Red Crescent and Red Lion and 
Sun Societies.
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The Revue published an interesting study by Professor Maurice 
Bourquin (Professor at the University of Geneva and the Graduate 
Institute of International Studies, Geneva), entitled “ La position 
de l’individu dans l'ordre juridique international

A representative selection of extracts, illustrating the thought 
of M. Max Huber, Honorary President of the ICRC, was published.

Articles devoted to the traditional activities and humanitarian 
principles of the ICRC, humanitarian law, the dissemination of 
the Geneva Conventions and Red Cross problems in times of peace 
and of war were also published in the English, German and Spanish 
supplements of the Revue, and the majority of the leading articles 
were reproduced in the periodicals of the National Red Cross 
Societies.

The Revue also includes the Bulletin international des Sociétés 
de la Croix Rouge, founded in 1869 by a resolution of the Ilnd 
International Red Cross Conference, which is a summary of informa
tion and news concerning the activities of National Societies 
throughout the world.

The exchange of the Revue for other publications was continued, 
and new agreements were made in this connection, during the year, 
with the intergovernmental organisations.

The efforts in this direction proved to be fruitful and it was 
noted with satisfaction that an increasing number of people were 
becoming interested in the Revue internationale de la Croix Rouge.

2. SUNDRY ACTIVITIES

(a) Lectures.

In 1954, Members of the ICRC, and the Directorate, gave 
lectures on the work of the International Committee on the occasion 
of various Red Cross ceremonies in Switzerland and abroad. The 
lectures were given by M.P. Ruegger, President, F. Siordet, Vice- 
President, Mlle L. Odier, M. R. Olgiati, Members of the ICRC, 
MM. R. Bovey, M. Borsinger, and Mile. Nussbaum.
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(b) Broadcasting.

In the course of the year the ICRC produced 55 original broad
casts, of 30 to 60 minutes’ duration, which were transmitted by 
10 countries—Austria, France, Germany, Italy, Luxemburg, 
Mexico, Saudi Arabia, Spain, Switzerland and the United Kingdom 
—in French, German, English, Arabic, Spanish and Italian. Record
ings of the broadcasts were sent out by 52 countries 1.

For several years the broadcasts in Spanish have been transmit
ted through the good offices of M. J. J. de Rueda, delegate of the 
Mexican Red Cross to the ICRC.

On May 8th, the Fifth International Red Cross Broadcast, 
organised by Radio-Genève over the Swiss Short Wave Service, 
took place with the co-operation of the Broadcasting Section of 
the ICRC, the European Broadcasting Union, and the Swiss Post, 
Telegraph and Telephone Services, by means of multiplex 
series over the linguistic networks. Australia, Canada, Denmark, 
Luxemburg and Sweden, which were not able to take a direct 
part in the Geneva broadcast, sent moving messages of greeting 
and expressed their devotion to the universal work of the Red 
Cross, and to the memory of its founder.

A special programme, in English and Spanish, prepared by 
the Swiss Short Wave Service, was broadcast on the occasion by 
the the countries of the British Commonwealth and Latin America.

The New Year Message of the President of the ICRC was 
broadcast, and retransmitted by numerous stations.

(c) Films and Photographs.

The ICRC films, Inter Arma Caritas, Homeless in Palestine and 
Brothers All, were shown on various occasions by several National 
Red Cross Societies and, at their request, in Europe and in Latin

1 Calculated on the basis of the time-limit allocated, this represents 
42 broadcasts and 136 re-transmissions, of 15 minutes each.
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America 1. The German Television Service showed several scenes 
of the film One way remains open.

Numerous photographs were supplied to the Press.

(d) Exhibitions.

The ICRC took part in the preparation of several exhibitions. 
At the exhibition held in May by the Bon Secours Nursing School 
and Association, Geneva, the ICRC showed documents and photo
graphs concerning the origin of the International Red Cross move
ment and the great figures by whom it has been marked. In June, 
over 250 documents and various objects vere lent for the German 
Red Cross exhibition in Treves. In September six large posters 
showing the recent activities of the International Red Cross were 
supplied for the French Red Cross (Upper Savoy Branch) exhibition 
in Annecy. On the occsaion of the exhibition organised in Brussels 
for the 90th anniversary of the foundation of the Belgian Red Cross, 
the ICRC sent that National Society a large collection of photo
graphs, and souvenirs from the Red Cross ships " CARITAS I ” 
and “ HENRY DUN ANT ”. In December it supplied material 
concerning the origin of the Red Cross, and the recent work of the 
ICRC, to the French Red Cross (Upper Rhine Branch), which 
organised a celebration in Miilhausen for the issue of a postage 
stamp with a surcharge on behalf of the Red Cross.

(e) Publications of the ICRC.

The following publications were edited by the ICRC in the 
course of 1954 :

Report on the Work of the International Committee of the Red 
Cross (January 1 to December 31, 1953), Geneva 1954, 8vo. 98 p. 
in French, English and Spanish (mimeograph edition in German).

1 To give an example, these three films were shown on 162 occasions 
by the French Red Cross Society, in 60 garrison towns in Germany.
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The Slave Question by Henri Coursier, Legal Department of 
the ICRC, Geneva 1954, Oct. 49 p.

L ’assistance aux détenus politiques et l’intervention de la Croix 
Rouge au Guatemala by Henri Coursier, Geneva 1954, 8vo. 6 p.

La pensée et l’action de la Croix Rouge by Max Huber, Geneva 
1954, 8vo. 376 p.

This summary was published at the end of 1954, on the occasion 
of the 80th birthday of the Honorary President of the ICRC, in 
recognition of his eminent services on behalf of the Red Cross.

We trust that this special new edition of Max Huber’s works 
will give Red Cross workers a fuller understanding of the ideal to 
which their work is devoted, and help them in their efforts. We 
also hope that Professor Huber vail accept it as a token of the 
respect and affection felt by those who have worked side by side 
with him in the past, and who still have the privilege of his inspiring 
aid and guidance.

3. PUBLIC INTEREST IN THE WORK OF THE ICRC

(a) International Red Cross Day.

A steadily increasing number of people endeavour to show, on 
May 8th, their faith in the charitable mission of the Red Cross and 
their devotion to its service. Communications received from all 
sources show that Governments and National Red Cross Societies 
desire to give effect to the recommendation of the International 
Conference by celebrating the anniversary of Henry Dunant, the 
pioneer of the Red Cross L

1 See The Red Cross Truce, Handbook of the International Red Cross, 
Geneva, 1953, pages 549-50.
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(b) Visits.

During the year, Members of the ICRC had the honour of 
receiving the visit of H.I.M. the Emperor of Ethiopia, at the head
quarters of the International Committee, in the presence of M. Max 
Petitpierre, President of the Swiss Confederation. They also had 
the privilege of receiving the visit of H. M. the Queen of Libya.

(c) Information on the work of the ICRC.

In 1954 the ICRC received a constant flow of enquiries from 
official and private sources concerning various aspects of its work. 
In reply, it sent out reports on its work for the assistance of persons

suffering from the effects of war, and information on the origin 
of the Red Cross, its history, and the establishment and implemen
tation of the Geneva Conventions.

The information supplied was reproduced in various news
papers, magazines and international publications.
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A N N E X

SUMMARY OF DOCUMENTS DEALT WITH IN 1954

This list does not include the numerous requests for individual or collective 
relief received, in particular, from Austria, Bulgaria, Germany, Greece, 
Hungary and Poland, to which the ICRC gave favourable consideration in so 
far as its means allowed. (See Relief Supplies distributed in 1954, pages 44-45)

Source Document

A u s t r a l i a

A u s t r i a

B e l g iu m

B o l iv i a

C a m b o d i a

Ca n a d a

Cz e c h o s l o v a k ia

F i n l a n d

Lists of former Allied prisoners in Japanese hands. 
Enquiries for military personnel missing in Korea.
Lists of Greek nationals wishing to join their relatives in 

Australia ; displaced children claimed by their parents. 
Individual applications for immigration.
Lists of persons missing and repatriated.
Reports on the repatriation of military personnel and 

civilians.
Lists of war-mutilated children, and “ Volksdeutsche 
Reports on work for the re-uniting of families.
Lists of former Allied prisoners in Japanese hands. 
Lists of missing persons.
Requests for enquiries concerning military personnel 

missing in Korea.
Information concerning political detainees.
Lists of former Allied prisoners in Japanese hands.
Lists of former Allied prisoners in Japanese hands.
Lists of Greek nationals, and " Volksdeutsche ",
Lists of German military personnel inhumed in Finland 

or Soviet territory.
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Source Document '

F r a n c e Requests for enquiries concerning military personnel 
missing in Viet Nam.

Family messages for French Union prisoners of war in 
the hands of the Viet Nam Democratic Republic.

Information concerning the resettlement of “ Volks- 
deutsche ” in France.

G e r m a n y Lists of missing persons and repatriated, non-repatriated 
and deceased prisoners of war.

Lists of civilians in the USSR ; “ Volksdeutsche ” in 
Czechoslovakia, Jugoslavia, Poland and Rumania. 
Reports on the repatriation of military personnel and 

civilians.
Reports on the work of re-uniting families.
Catalogue of the archives of the International Tracing 

Service.
G r e e c e Lists of persons repatriated from Czechoslovakia, 

Hungary and Rumania ; lists concerning the repatria
tion or non-repatriation of adults and children resident 
in East European countries.

Reports on the work of re-uniting families.
Various reports from the Athens Delegation.

G u a t e m a l a Reports on the Red Cross action on behalf of the victims 
of the events of June 1954.

H u n g a r y Lists in connection with the repatriation of Greek adults 
and children.

I r a q Family messages from stateless Jewish civilians of Iraqi 
origin, detained in Iraq, to their families resident in 
Israel.

I s r a e l Civilian messages from the families of Israeli seamen 
interned in Egypt ; family messages from non-Israeli, 
Arab civilians, detained in Israel, to their families in 
Arab countries.

I t a l y Applications for confirmation of deaths and identifica
tion of deceased military personnel and civilians. 
Advices of repatriation of former prisoners of war.
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Source Document

J a p a n Lists of Japanese nationals detained in the USSR.
Advices of repatriation of former prisoners of war and 

interned civilians.
Advices of repatriation to Japan of Japanese military 

personnel and civilians from China ; lists of Japanese 
military personnel in China.

Card indexes and files of Greek merchant-seamen interned 
in Japan during the Second World War.

J u g o s l a v i a Reports on the work of re-uniting families.
Lists of Jugoslav displaced children, Greek displaced 

children and “ Volksdeutsche

K o r e a Reports of the joint Red Cross teams which took part in 
the exchange and repatriation of prisoners of war in 
Korea.

L i b y a Applications for certificates of captivity on behalf of 
former military personnel enrolled in the Italian forces 
during the Second World War.

N e t h e r l a n d s Lists of former Allied prisoners in Japanese hands ; 
nationals enrolled in the German forces, missing on the 
Eastern front or whose addresses in the USSR are 
unknown.

N o r w a y Lists of missing military personnel, enrolled in the Ger
man forces during the Second World War.

P a k i s t a n Lists of former Allied prisoners in Japanese hands.

P h i l i p p i n e s Lists of former Allied prisoners in Japanese hands. 
Family messages from Chinese fishermen.

P o l a n d Transmission of family messages from Polish nationals 
resident abroad, or from Polish seamen held in Formosa.

R u m a n i a Lists of Greek nationals and “ Volksdeutsche

S a u d i  A r a b i a Appeal from the authorities and report on the interven
tion of the ICRC in the question of the Bureimi Oasis.

S o u t h  A f r i c a Lists of former Allied prisoners in Japanese hands.

84



Source Document

S p a i n Reports on detained persons.
Lists of Spanish nationals held in the USSR.

S w i t z e r l a n d Lists of refugees.

T u r k e y Requests for enquiries concerning military personnel 
missing in Korea.

V i e t  N a m Lists of former Allied prisoners in Japanese hands ; 
prisoners of war liberated by the Viet Nam authorities.

Reports of delegates of the ICRC on the exchange of 
prisoners of war in North Viet Nam ; reports on camp 
visits on behalf of prisoners and internees of the Viet 
Nam People’s Army, in French hands ; on war-disabled 
in South Viet Nam.

Appeal from the authorities on behalf of refugees.
Reports of delegates of the ICRC on visits to camps for 

North Viet Nam refugees in the Southern Zone.

U n i t e d  K in g d o m Lists of former Allied prisoners in Japanese hands. 
Requests for enquiries concerning missing military 

personnel in Korea.

U n i t e d  S t a t e s Requests for information concerning missing military 
personnel.

I n t e r n a t i o n a l

A g e n c i e s

Lists of military personnel captured in Korea.
Lists of refugees wishing to emigrate overseas. 
Applications for certificates of deaths of war victims.
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