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INTRODUCTION

The Tradition of tlie International 

Red Cross Committee.

The idea of the Red Cross was first conceived 
in 1859. It is based on the principle of complete 
neutrality of the wounded, as well as of those who 
minister to them.

It is true that long before 1859, the question 
had been raised as to the best means for carrying 
aid to the victims of war ; but up to that time, 
definite principles of assistance and medical aid for 
the sick and wounded had not been established. In 
Switzerland, in the fourteenth century, a pact, called 
“The Covenant of Sempach”, had been signed 
between some of the Cantons, to protect women, 
restrict pillage and enforce respect for the wounded. 
“ He is to be left whole in his person and in his 
possessions”, to quote from an article of the Covenant.

In the eighteenth century, more definite con
ventions were adopted, the most interesting being the 
“Cartel de Francfort”, the Frankfort Agreement 
of 1743, between Austria, France and Great Britain. 
The rudiments of charity and of mutual aid in timé 
of war are also to be noticed in the Ecluse Treaty
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(1759) between France and England ; and in the 
Treaty of Brandenburg (1759) between France and 
Prussia. But all these treaties were merely tempo
rary, and restricted to certain territories only.

Several writers and medical men of repute deman
ded the application of humanitarian principles in 
favour of the wounded, the inviolability of hospitals, 
and the liberation of prisoners whose wounds had 
been healed, etc. But so far their efforts remained 
ineffectual.

In 1847, at the time of the Sonderbund civil 
war between the Swiss Cantons, General Dufour 
issued orders that the wounded should be cared 
for without distinction ; that hostages and 
prisoners should be well treated, and that 
the latter were to be set free on their giving 
their word not to take up arms again in the conflict ; 
that churches must be respected, and no reprisals 
taken.

In 1859, during the war in Italy, Napoleon III, 
following the example of his former instructor, 
General Dufour, ordered the unconditional release 
of wounded prisoners, and that surgeons taken 
in action should be returned to their country.

Charitable and humanitarian ideas were gradually 
making their way, and calling more and more for 
public attention. In France, as in Italy, prominent 
men began to insist on the need of adopting generally 
recognized principles for the relief and medical 
assistance of victims of war.

But it was from Geneva that the idea of the Red 
Cross really emanated.
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In 1859, Henri Dunant, a Genevese philanthropist, 
who was present at the battle of Solferino, was 
horrified by the terrible sufferings of the help
less wounded, and by the state in which they were 
left. He immediately recruited a group of volun
teers, who, at Solferino and at Castiglione, improvised 
an ambulance service, and scoured the field of battle 
to bear aid to the wounded. Unable to forget 
the harrying scenes he had witnessed, Henri Dunant 
thenceforth devoted all his energies to one single 
object : the foundation of the Red Cross, and the 
propagation of its benevolent spirit all over the 
world.

In order to draw public attention to the crimes 
against humanity, which were caused by the flagrant 
insufficiency of the medical corps, he published, 
in 1862, his book Un Souvenir de Solférino.

Three weeks after the appearance of this work, 
early in 1863, Dunant’s appeal took effect in Geneva. 
The Genevese Society for Public Utility, whose 
President, M. Moynier, had been deeply moved 
.by the reading of Un Souvenir de Solferino, 
discussed the question of “a corps of voluntary 
ambulance workers to be attached to the belligerent 
armies”. This Genevese Society included but a 
small group of enthusiasts, university men for the 
most part, whose life was devoted to Genevese 
interests. They met to discuss social, moral and 
labour questions, but their sphere of action was 
confined to the Canton of Geneva. Nevertheless, 
it was this Society which launched the idea of 
the Red Cross, a movement which has become
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world-wide, and whose adherents number several 
millions.

On February 9th, 1863, a Committee of five 
members was formed to study Dunant’s plan. The 
members of this Committee, in reality the first 
International Committee of the Red Cross, the 
forerunner of the present body, were General Dufour, 
Commander-in-Chief of the Swiss Army, Gustave 
Moynier, Henri Dunant, Dr. Appia, and Dr. Maunoir. 
These five persons, most of whom were hardly 
known outside of Switzerland, and who acted in an 
entirely unofficial capacity, felt so strongly the 
nobleness of Red Cross work, and its necessity, 
that their enthusiasm attracted the attention of 
sovereigns and leading statesmen. In the month 
of October, 1863, they succeeded in calling together, 
at Geneva, a semi-official assembly in which fourteen 
governments were represented. The foundation 
stone of the Red Cross was laid.

This consultative assembly numbered thirty-six 
delegates. After debates lasting three days, it 
drew up the main principles which still constitute 
the fundamental Charter of the Red Cross.

The assembly took especially into consideration 
the training of voluntary nurses to assist the medical 
services of the army. The badge of these voluntary 
nurses, a red cross on a white ground, was unani
mously adopted. Moreover, anticipating the for
mation and activity of National Red Cross Societies 
the Conference expressed the following wishes :

a) that the Governments grant full support 
to the prospective Relief Committees, by
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facilitating as much as possible the accom
plishment of their task.

b) that the neutralization of ambulances and 
military hospitals be proclaimed in war 
time by the belligerent nations, and that 
such neutralization be fully recognised in 
the case of the official medical corps, the 
voluntary nurses, the inhabitants of the 
country who may render aid to the wounded, 
and the wounded themselves.

c) that a distinctive and identical badge be 
adopted for the medical corps in all armies, 
or at any rate, by the persons of any one 
army attached to that service.

That an identical flag be also recognised 
in all countries for ambulances and hospitals.

At the rising of the Assembly in October 1863, 
the five Genevese promoters had the satisfaction 
of seeing the Red Cross placed on a firm foundation.

However, their task had only begun. In the 
first place, it was necessary to form relief committees 
in the different countries, and thereupon to persuade 
Governments to recognise the new principles concern
ing the protection due to the sick and wounded, as 
well as to the medical corps.

The International Red Cross Committee made 
preparations for an official Conference of Govern
ment delegates, to be held in 1864. Strongly 
supported by Emperor Napoleon III, the Swiss 
Federal Council summoned a diplomatic conference, 
the object of which should be to embody the
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principles adopted in 1863, in an International 
Convention, by which all signatory States should 
be bound.

After discussion extending over two weeks, on 
August 22nd, 1864, the Assembly, comprising 
24 delegates representing 16 States, adopted the 
Geneva Convention “ for the relief of the sick and 
wounded in the field ”1.

Although the International Committee of the 
Red Cross had ensured the success de facto and de 
jure of the cause for which it had fought, it never
theless continued its activity. It endeavoured to 
develop the Red Cross movement throughout the 
world by creating National Red Cross Societies in 
all countries, and by securing the adhesion of the 
greatest possible number of States to the Geneva 
Convention. At the quinquennial International 
Conferences of the Red Cross, the field of Red' 
Cross action was defined and enlarged.

By virtue of the authority conferred on it by these 
International Conferences, ,.it is the duty of the 
International Red Cross Committee to examine the 
statutes of all new National Societies, and to see 
that they are in harmony with the principles of the

1 This Convention was revised in 1906. During the Tenth 
International Conference of the Red Cross, which look place 
in Geneva for the first time since the war (April 30th, 1921) 
tlie question of a second revision was raised. Thé represen
tatives of the Governments and of the National Red Cross 
Societies, after careful examination of the question, were of 
opinion that the 1906 Convention should be adhered to in 
all its general principles. It would be sufficient to modify or 
define more clearly some of the articles which the war had 
brought into prominence.



Red Cross. The International Red Cross Committee 
grants its official recognition to such new National 
Societies.

At the present time, there are no less than 
50 National Red Cross Societies ; 55 States have 
signed the 1864 Convention, and 50 the Revised 
Convention of 1906. By means of letters and 
circulars, the International Committee is in constant 
touch with the Central Committees of the National 
Societies. It publishes each month the Revue 
internationale de la Croix-Rouge et Bulletin inter
national des Sociétés de la Croix-Rouge, the officiai 
orgpn of the International Red Cross. The Inter
national Bulletin was first published in 1869, by 
virtue of a decision of the Berlin International 
Conference ; it appeared quarterly until 1919, when 
it became a monthly publication under the above 
title. The International Committee submits to 
the International Conferences of the Red Cross a 
report of its activity; itTssues publications concern
ing its work, as well as matter to be used as Red 
Cross propaganda. ■

In so far as the principles of the International Com
mittee permit, it answers all the appeals addressed 
to it, in consequence of its absolute neutrality and 
its entire political and religious independence, by 
Governments, minorities, and philantropie or similar 
organisations.

At the call of Governments or Conferences, the 
Committee is ready to undertake activities of an 
international character, whenever the polititical 
situation, in time of war or peace, makes the



intervention of an entirely disinterested and 
impartial organisation necessary.

The International Committee is recruited among 
well-known citizens of Switzerland. Its members 
receive no emoluments of any kind. Its first president 
was Gustave Moynier, who remained at its head 
from its foundation until 1910, a period of 46 years ; 
since then, the chairman has been M. Gustave Ador, 
a former President of the Swiss Confederation.

The history of the International Red Cross 
Committee, and the activies which it has carried 
out, have shown the necessity of an institution 
placed outside political struggles and national 
and religious dissensions. Experience ranging over 
a period of sixty years has moreover abun
dantly proved how much the Committee’s task 
has been facilitated by the fact that its members 
belong to a neutral country—neutral as much 
through its historical traditions, as by its consti
tution and in virtue of the guarantee of other States. 
This special situation, sanctioned by international 
treaties, offers guarantees which could hardly be 
found in other countries whose international position 
is different. Moreover, the philanthropic activity 
of the International Committee frequently calls 
for meetings at short notice, and in consequence its 
members cannot reside at any great distance one 
from another.

The rôle of the International Red Cross Committee, 
the propagator of the Red Cross idea and inspirer 
of charitable enterprises which diminish the horrors 
of war and alleviate the sufferings of humanity,



has considerably increased during the course of 
the last few years ; the tasks which have been 
allotted to it by International Conferences, or 
which circumstances have obliged it to attempt, 
include all forms of international charity.

At the Tenth International Red Cross Conference, 
held at Geneva in April, 1921, the following reso
lutions were passed.

“The Tenth International Conference of the Red 
Cross, having considered the report of the Interna
tional Red Cross Committee and the work it has 
accomplished during the war, is of opinion that the 
Committee deserves well of the Red Cross in general, 
and of humanity.

“The Tenth International Conference of the Red 
Cross, recognizing the important services rendered 
by the International Red Cross Committee both in 
time of war and peace, decides to maintain the 
existing organisation of the Committee, and confirms 
the mandates given by preceding Conferences, 
especially as regards of the accession of new States 
to the Geneva Convention, the recognition of new 
Red Cross Societies, the communication of the 
resolutions of the International Conferences, and 
the management of special funds entrusted to the 
Committee.

“The International Red * Cross'7" Committee is 
invited to continue its action as guardian of the 
Geneva Convention, and to take steps at all times 
to ensure the application of the principles contained 
therein.

“The Conference approves the activity of the
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International Committee in peace time. It recog
nises the Committee as the guardian and propagator 
of the fundamental, moral and legal principles of 
the Red Cross, and entrusts it with the responsibility 
of their diffusion and application throughout the 
world.”

Governments, racial minorities, the weak and the 
oppressed, have all appealed and do constantly 
appeal to the moral authority of the International 
Committee. In their eyes, it is more than any other 
body able to carry out a mission of mutual help 
and fraternal charity, for which indeed it was created 
and which remains its one and only object.
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Tlie Rôle of tlie International 

Red Cross Committee 

during tlie \V^orld \\^ar (1914-1918)

1. The International Prisoners 0/ War Agency.
The International Prisoners of War Agency was 

established at Geneva, on August 15th, 1914, by the 
International Committee. It obtained information 
concerning hundreds of thousands of missing men, 
of prisoners and of civilians ; it furthered the exchange 
of severely wounded men, of the ambulance and 
medical corps, as well as of fathers of families. 
It contributed to the organising of the internment, 
in Switzerland and other neutral countries, of sick 
and wounded prisoners. It organised an office for 
the transmission of news to relatives in occupied 
areas.

This Agency was working during the whole of 
the war, and employed no less than 1,200 assistants. 
On certain days more than 20,000 letters were 
handled, and from 200 to 400 visits received. 
The total number of index cards of prisoners 
reached the enormous figure of eleven millions: 
nearly two million prisoners were identified or 
aided.

2. Visits to Prisoners of War C.amps.
The situation of prisoners of war absorbed the 

attention of the International Committee, which
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endeavoured to bring about diplomatic arrangements 
between the belligerent powers. During the whole 
of the war, delegates from the International Red 
Cross Committee visited the prisoners’ camps in 
Algeria, Asia Minor, Austria, Bulgaria, France, 
Germany, Great Britain, Greece, Japan, India, 
Italy, Morocco, Roumania, Russia, Serbia, Siberia, 
Tunis, Turkey, and other countries1.

These visits not only did much towards improving 
the material and moral condition of the prisoners, 
they also gave assurance and comfort to their 
relatives who were in the deepest anxiety.

3. Appeals to Governments.

Throughout the war, the International Red Cross 
Committee urged the belligerent countries to adopt 
measures calculated to lessen the terrible conse
quences of the war.

As early as September, 1914. it called upon all the 
States signatory of the Geneva Convention, scrupu
lously to respect all the provisions of the international 

.agreements concerning sick and wounded comba
tants, medical and ambulance personnel, as well as 
hospitals and medical stores.

In 1915, the Committee proposed that, after each 
action, the belligerents should institute a truce of 
a few hours, in order to attend to the wounded, 
and to identify and bury the dead.

1 See Report of the International Committee of the Red 
Cross on its activity from 1912 to 1920. — Geneva, March, 
1921.
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In July, 1916, it appealed to the belligerent States, 
asking them to suppress the practice of reprisals.

In February, 1918, it issued.to the Governments 
a protest condemning the employment of poiso
nous gases.

Thus circumstances directed the International 
Committee along the path it had deliberately chosen, 
and made of it, in a manner of speaking, the amplified 
echo of the world conscience.
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Tlie Activity of tlie International Red Cross 

Committee after tlie AVar

CHAPTER I

Tlie Repatriation of Prisoners o f AV^ar 
(1918-1922)

Long before the end of the war, the International 
Committee had closely studied the problem of 
repatriating the prisoners of war. At the beginning 
of 1917, the Committee had already considered'it 
its duty to point out that the repatriation of several 
million prisoners would be a task of exceptional 
difficulty, even after the conclusion of hostilities. 
In consequence, it appealed to all the belligerent 
powers in favour of the immediate repatriation of 
unwounded, as well as of sick and wounded, prisoners 
of war.

The conclusion of the Treaty of Brest-Litovsk, 
in the spring of 1918, had allowed the exchange of 
considerable numbers of prisoners between the 
Central Powers, and Rùssia and the Ukraine ; but 
political events soon put a stop to this.

The armistice of November 11th, 1918, stipulated 
the conditions of exchange of prisoners of war



between the Allies and Germany; the repatriation 
of the prisoners of these powers was carried out, in 
accordance with special agreements, by the 
Governments concerned. On the other hand, 
the question of the Central European prisoners in 
Russian hands, and of Russian prisoners in Central 
Europe, remained to be settled. Several hundred 
thousands of Germans, Austrians, Hungarians and 
Russians were still prevented from returning to 
their respective countries.

Delegates of the International Committee stationed 
in Austria, Germany, Hungary, Poland and Czecho
slovakia, as well as in other countries, visited the 
Russians, and sought means to repatriate them. 
They particularly studied the possibility of eva
cuation through the Baltic States, Poland, the 
Ukraine, Roumania, the Black Sea ports, and by 
way of the Danube.

At the beginning of 1919, whilst the delegates 
of the International Committee were preparing the 
repatriation of Russian prisoners, the Governments 
of Austria, Hungary, and Turkey, finding they were 
not in a position to bring back from Russia the 
prisoners belonging to their respective countries, 
resolved to place the arrangements for repatriation 
in the hands of the International Committee. 
A Red Cross mission accordingly started in the first 
place for Vladivostock, to prepare and superintend 
the return to Europe of prisoners of different 
nationalities still detained in Siberia.

The International Committee repeatedly approa
ched the Allied Governments, and finally obtained
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in March, 1920, the consent of the Council of Ambas
sadors for the repatriation of the prisoners in Siberia. 
At the same time, the Council of Ambassadors 
invited the Council of the League of Nations to 
assist the International Committee in discovering 
the quickest possible means of repatriating these 
prisoners. On April 30th, 1920, the first transport 
of Austrian and Hungarian prisoners left Vladivos- 
tock for Trieste in a vessel chartered by the Inter
national Committee’s representatives.

At this juncture, valuable support was given 
the Committee, allowing it to succeed in the great 
task it had undertaken The League of Nations, 
fully aware that its reputation could not be better 
enhanced in the eyes of the world, than by encou
raging humanitarian works of a truly international 
character, appointed Dr Nansen High Commissioner 
for the Repatriation of Prisoners of War. From 
that moment, the closest possible cooperation was 
maintained between the League of Nations and the 
International Committee. Assisted by the League 
and its High Commissioner, the Committee was 
now in a position to carry out in a practical manner, 
the task to which it had devoted its attention for 
several months past The League carefully studied 
the scheme of repatriation drawn up by the Inter
national Committee, and expressed its entire 
satisfaction with the proposals it contained. The 
League was of opinion that the best solution would 
be to supply the International Committee with 
the necessary funds, and to leave in its hands the 
further technical execution of the repatriation



scheme. Acting on the Committee’s suggestion 
the League supplied it with funds and a fleet of 
transports, and promised its support in all applications 
the Red Cross might desire to make to States Mem
bers of the League. Previously to this, the Inter
national Committee had itself entered into negotia
tions with the Governments of Esthonia and Finland, 
and obtained authority to arrange the passage 
of returning prisoners through these territories. 
Similar permissions were subsequently obtained 
from the Governments of Latvia and Lithuania.

From that moment, the repatriation of prisoners, 
both to and from Russia, was prosecuted in a more 
active and effective manner. One of the principal 
missions, with headquarters in Berlin, was instructed 
to superintend the technical details concerning the 
journey of the convoys across Germany and the 
Baltic States. At the special demand of’the German 
Government, the same mission was entrusted with 
the supervision of the camps of Russian pri
soners still awaiting repatriation. This special 
mission was maintained until the last convoy 
of invalid and insane prisoners had left in the 
summer of 1922.

Simultaneously, the delegates of the International 
Committee at Moscow, Budapest, Vienna, Prague, 
Bucarest, Constantinople, Belgrade and other towns, 
were requested to take all necessary steps for facili
tating the evacuation and reception of repatriated 
prisoners.

It was during the years 1920 and 1921, that the 
work of repatriation reached its culminating point.



Three principal routes of evacuation were 
employed :

1. Via the Baltic States and the Baltic Sea
(Moscow-Stettin) for prisoners coming from 
Russia or Western and Central Siberia, 
as well as for the Russian prisoners from 
Central Europe.

2. Via the Black Sea (Novorossisk-Trieste) for
prisoners from Southern Russia and Tur
kestan.

3. Via Vladisvostock-Trieste for prisoners from
Eastern Siberia.

Moscow-Siettin.

The prisoners concentrated at Moscow, were 
despatched by train to the frontiers of Esthonia, 
Finland and Latvia. A few less important convoys 
were despatched via Petrograd.

At Narva in Esthonia, Ino in Finland, Riga in 
Latvia, where Russian prisoners coming from 
Central States were also landed, the International 
Committee had established transit camps.

The Committee’s agents entrusted with the 
management of these camps, together with the 
doctors and interpreters, examined and disinfected 
the prisoners, and also supplied them with food. 
They supervised the exchange of convoys at the 
frontier, and the journey as far as Stettin, — by 
sea or by land, according to circumstances and 
season — of the prisoners returning from Russia.

At Stettin, the prisoners were grouped according



to nationalities, and despatched by train across 
Germany towards the frontier stations of Passau, 
Oderberg, Tetschen, Kreuz, Herby, etc., where they 
were handed over to the representatives of their 
respective countries.

Black Sea-Adriatic

Numbers of prisoners in Southern Russia being 
unable to reach Moscow, it was found necessary 
to open up a route via the Black Sea.

A concentration camp was established at Novoros- 
sisk, where prisoners assembled from all parts. 
They were at once disinfected and fed ; the delegates 
of the Committee supervised the embarkation 
arrangements, and accompanied them as far as 
Trieste. Here the Committee’s task ended, as the 
prisoners were taken over, and despatched home 
by the representatives of their respective countries.

Vladivoslock-Triesle.
The prisoners interned in Eastern Siberia being 

unable to reach Moscow, could not therefore be 
included in the convoys bound for the Baltic Sea.

The first mission sent by the International Com
mittee to Siberia in 1919 had greatly facilitated the 
evacuation of prisoners towards Vladivostock. 
Transports were despatched to this port from 
Europe, with a certain number of Siberian prisoners 
on board, from whence they returned with the last 
prisoners from Eastern Siberia.

Representatives of the International Committee
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accompanied the first transport, and remained at 
Vladivostock to superintend the embarkation of 
prisoners on succeeding ships* 1.

The work of repatriation should have closed 
on March 31st, 1922, the League of Nations having 
notified the International Committee that it consi
dered the repatriation of prisoners from Russia 
as virtually carried out, and that it could no longer 
guarantee its financial assistance after that date. 
So far, the International Committee had been able 
to repatriate by the three main routes of evacuation 
already mentioned, over four hundred thousand 
persons, who were divided up in the following 
manner :

165,005 prisoners from Russia and Siberia.
253,084 Russian prisoners from Germany and 

other countries of Central Europe.
2,406 Russians transported from Constanti

nople to Trieste, bound for Czecho
slovakia.

420,495

1 The only serious incident which occurred during these 
operations was the following. In April, 1921, the Greek 
authorities captured, in the zone of the Dardanelles, a trans
port of Turkish prisoners returning from the Far East on 
board the Haimai Mara.

At the request of the Turkish Government, as well as of 
the Turkish Red Crescent, the International Committee inter
vened on behalf of these prisoners, who were detained at 
the Piraeus.

It was arranged that these men should be interned on neutral 
territory, at Asinara, off the coast of Sardinia. The Committee 
subsequently made urgent appeals on their behalf to the 
Greek Government, and obtained their repatriation to Constan
tinople in April, 1922.



During the whole of these operations only 91 deaths 
were recorded.

However, on March 31st, 1922, a certain number 
of prisoners still remained in Russia who, for various 
reasons, had been unable to leave with the others. 
The Governments interested consequently re
quested the International Committee to continue 
its work.

The League of Nations agreed, and granted further 
funds, permitting the International Committee to 
continue its work until June 30th. The International 
Committee was thus enable to repatriate 4,930 more 
prisoners, whose position in Russia might have 
become critical, had the protection granted them 
been suddenly withdrawn. On the repatriation of 
these prisoners being finished in July, 1922, the 
permanent representative of the International 
Committee in Moscow was instructed to ensure the 
repatriation of the few scattered prisoners, who had 
unavoidably remained in Russia1.

During the 1922 Assembly of the League of 
Nations, Dr Nansen, High Commissioner of the 
League of Nations for the Repatriation of Prisoners 
of War, presented a report to the Council of the 
League, from which the following is an extract :

“ The High Commissioner wishes to take this last

1 Besides general repatriation, the Committee has been 
requested to continue the two following evacuations :

a) Exchange by hospitaltrains of invalid and insane Russians
and Central European prisoners.

b) Exchange of Hungarian officers kept as hostages in 
Russia, and of communists imprisoned in Hungary.
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opportunity of expressing once more his deep 
indebtedness to all those organisations and indivi
duals which have helped him in his task. He feels 
that he should make a very special mention of 
the assistance given him by the International Red 
Cross Committee, without whose co-operation and 
practical help the whole work could scarcely have 
been carried out so rapidly and at such small cost. ”
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CHAPTER II

Tlie Anti-ÏVpidemic Campaign

Action taken by the International Committee 
(1919-1923)

As a result of conditions following on the war, 
serious epidemics which were ravaging certain parts 
of Central and Eastern Europe, spread to an alarming 
extent, and became a menace to the whole world.

The International Committee endeavoured to 
establish a general plan for fighting these epidemics, 
the principal of which was typhus.

From January, 1919 onwards, missions were sent 
to the more seriously affected regions in Poland, 
Galicia, the Ukraine, Czecho-Slovakia, Hungary and 
Roumania. They visited the hospitals and the 
epidemic centres, applied local disinfection measures, 
prepared the organisation of a sanitary cordon, with 
the object of isolating the infected regions from 
the rest of Europe, and endeavoured to mobilize 
the necessary help. While carrying out this dan
gerous and difficult task, several -delegates of 
the International Committee themselves fell victims 
to typhus.

• Following these experiences, the International 
Commi! tee felt the necessity of united efforts on
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the part of the different States of Eastern Europe, 
in the anti-epidemic campaign.

In March, 1919, in consequence of numerous 
appeals received, the Committee decided to establish 
a Central Epidemic Bureau for Eastern Europe, which 
included official delegates of all the States threatened 
by the epidemics : Austria, Hungary, Czecho
slovakia, Poland, the Ukraine, Roumania, .Serbia 
and Italy. A member of the Committee was ap
pointed Director of this organisation.

Important work was carried out in this inter
national Bureau down to 1920, when it was decided 
to appeal to the League of Nations to take the 
matter in hand. Continuing to take practical part 
in the anti-epidemic struggle in the Ukraine, where 
the situation remained very serious, the International 
Committee sent out in September, 1919, a Health 
Commission to Kamenetz-Podolsk, equipped with 
medicaments and hospital stores. Again, in 
June 1920, a second commission, comprising Swiss 
doctors and nurses, was sent out to the same region, 
with a further consignment of medical stores.

In the course of the years 1920-1923, the missions 
already at work in Poland, Roumania, and Czecho
slovakia continued their task, and new missions 
were sent out to Moscow, Kharkoff, Odessa, Novoros- 
sisk and Constantinople.

In 1921, the delegates of the International Com
mittee continued to take part in anti-epidemic 
conferences, as well as in the tour of inspection 
through Eastern Poland carried out by the League 
of Nations.
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The general repatriation of the prisoners of war 
of the Central Powers interned in Russia, and of 
the Russian prisoners in Germany, involved, as a 
precautionary measure, the organisation at the 
different centres of Rejitza, Riga (Latvia), Narva 
(Esthonia), Ino (Finland), Stettin (Germany), of 
sick-wards, quarantine camps, and important disin
fection and hospital centres.

Regularly informed hy all its agents in Central 
and Eastern Europe, concerning the dangers and 
fluctuations of the epidemics, the International 
Committee collects all information likely to assist 
in any way the work since taken over, and 
successfully prosecuted, by the League of Nations.
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CHAPTER III

Civil "W"ars

The International Red Cross Committee has 
repeatedly been asked to take action in the course 
of civil wars, in consequence of the National Red 
Cross of the country affected not being able to act 
as it would have done under normal circumstances. 
Thus the delegate of the International Committee 
at Budapest, during the revolution of 1919, acting 
both in the name of the Red Cross and of humanity 
in general, took steps to protect and liberate the 
hostages and prisoners whose situation was becoming 
critical. A non-political institution like the Red 
Cross was then the best protection for the weaker 
party. This was again the case during the reaction 
in Hungary, following on the revolution. Circum
stances having altered, the victims of the civil 
disturbances belonged now to the other side. The 
International Red Cross delegate intervened on their 
behalf, as he had done on behalf of their opponents 
a few months earlier.

As a result of these experiences, the International 
Red Cross Committee placed on the agenda of the 
Tenth International Conference of the Red Cross
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Societies, held at Geneva in April 1921, the important 
question of the intervention of the Red Cross in 
time of civil strife. The Conference, after prolonged 
debate, adopted the following resolution :

General principles. — “ Free from all consi
derations of a national, racial, political, religious 

- or social character, the Red Cross proclaims 
its duty and right of carrying out relief measures 
in time of civil wars, social disturbances, and 
revolutionary outbreaks.

“ The Red Cross maintains that, all victims 
of civil wars or of any of the disturbances 
above mentioned, have without exception, the 
right to be succoured according to the general 
principles of the Red Cross. ”

Resolution III. — “ The Tenth International 
Conference of the Red Cross entrusts to the 
International Red Cross Committee the task 
of carrying out relief measures in cases of 
civil war, in accordance with the above deci
sions. ”

An opportunity was soon found to carry out these 
decisions. In July, 1921, in answer to applications 
of the Interallied Commission, as well as of the 
German and the Polish Red. Cross Societies, the 
International Committee intervened successfully 
during the disturbances in Upper Silesia. The full 
responsibility of carrying out relief measures under 
the flag of the Red Cross, were placed in the 
hands of the International Committee by General
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Le Rond, President of the Interallied Commission, 
M. Korfanty, leader of the Polish party, and 
General Hoefer, of the opposite party.

The delegates of the International Committee 
visited the prisoners’ camps, and in the course of 
a few weeks, with the consent of both adversaries, 
and of the Interallied Commission, exchanged the 
entire number of persons detained by both parties. 
This remarkable success was due solely to authority 
derived from the impartial character of the Inter
national Committee.

The delegates also superintended the distribution 
of indispensable relief of all kinds in this region. 
Moreover, they succeeded in causing both parties 
to acknowledge the neutrality of the Red Cross 
emblem on the field of battle.

At this time also, the International Red Cross 
Committee successfully negotiated with the Soviet 
Government and the Russian Red Cross in Moscow, 
and was in a position to instruct its delegate at 
Moscow to examine the condition of the hostages 
and political prisoners in Russia. Subsequently, the 
Central Committee of the Russian Red Cross announ
ced its willingness to hand over to the political 
prisoners all gifts and help sent on their behalf.

In consequence of numerous appeals, the Inter
national Committee decided on April 15th last, 
to sent representatives to the Government of the 
Irish Free State, which showed a keen apprecia
tion of the entirely impartial and humanitarian 
character of such a mission.
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The Government of the Irish Free State, with the 
greatest courtesy, granted permission to the delega
tion of the International Committee to visit the 
internment camps, in which nearly 12,000 political 
prisoners were detained. The delegates remained 
in Ireland until May 31st, and on their return, 
submitted a report to the International Committee, 
concerning the health conditions in these camps, the 
feeding and housing, and the general condition of 
wounded, unwounded, and invalid prisoners.



CHAPTER IV

Ru Relief

a) Russian Refugees

The unfortunate position of numerous Russians, 
living abroad in extremely precarious circumstances, 
constituted, particularly in certain countries, a 
problem which could only be solved satisfactorily 
by means of comprehensive international action. 
The execution of such a plan needed not only the 
co-operation of great international charitable orga
nisations, but also the active support of Govern
ments. In 1920, the International Committee 
devoted serious attention to the means of securing 
immediate relief for destitute refugees, and of coordi
nating the efforts of all humanitarian organisations 
able to furnish help. The Committee summoned 
an International Conference on February 16th, 
1921, for the purpose of studying a plan of relief 
action for the refugees.

On February 20th, 1921, the International Com
mittee requested the Council of the League of Nations 
to appoint a High Commissioner for Russian Refugees, 
who should particularly study the question of their



legal status, and the possibility of procuring them 
employment.

At the same time, the International Committee 
sent special agents to Serbia, Greece, Bulgaria, and 
Turkey, to enquire into the possibilities of giving 
emergency relief, more especially to the children. 
The Save the Children Fund International Union 
announced its readiness to participate immedia
tely, and on a generous scale, in the contemplated 
work.

Dr. Nansen, who in August, 1921, had been appoin
ted High Commissioner of the League of Nations 
for .Russian- Refugees, requested the cooperation 
of the International Committee in the work which 
he was about to undertake, and which, as far as 
actual relief was concerned, the International 
Committee, with funds supplied almost wholly-Jiy 
the Save the Children Fund International Union, had 
already accomplished in a certain measure. Dele
gates of the International Committee ät Constan
tinople, Bucarest, Belgrade, Warsaw, Berlin, Vienna 
Budapest, Athens, Narva, and Riga, were especially 
called upon to assist the High Commissariat of the 
League of Nations.

A considerable amount of work for the Russian 
refugees was thereupon carried out by these dele
gates, on behalf of the High Commissariat, e. g. 
coordination of relief activities, taking of a census 
of the refugees, obtention of visas, and transfer of 
unemployed Russians to places where work was to 
be had. Acting for the International Committee 
and the Save the Children Fund International
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Union, they- pursued numerous activities, such as 
patronage of national charitable institutions, distri
bution of relief given by foreign organisations, 
feeding of children, and search for missing parents, 
relatives, and friends.

In 1922, the International Committee took direct 
steps on behalf of the Russian refugees who were 
flocking into Poland, where they were concentrating 
in increasing numbers, owing to the difficulty of 
obtaining the necessary passports and visas allowing 
them to proceed to other European countries.

The Committee applied to the Governments concer
ned, asking them to facilitate the granting of visas. 
Certain Governments gave the matter favourable 
consideration, and decided to help the refugees, who 
were in an increasingly difficult position, by granting 
some of the required facilities.

In 1922 also, the Russian emigrants who had 
sought refuge in the Far East, and had been separated 
from their parents and children for many months, 
requested the International Committee to obtain 
permission for these families, to leave the famine- 
stricken areas of Russia, and join them in the East. 
The Committee’s delegate at Moscow immediately 
approached the Soviet Government, which gave its 
consent without delay.

The delegate at Bucarest informed the Internatio
nal Committee of the distress of Russian refugees, 
who were abandoning the famine-stricken regions 
of Russia, and gathering in large numbers on the left 
bank of the Dniester. In February, 1922, their 
number was estimated at over one hundred thousand.
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Large quantities of food-stuffs were despatched, 
principally on behalf of the Jewish World Confe
rence ; on March 7th, the first convoy of food was 
sent across the Dniester to Tiraspol. A parcel 
service, similar to that organised for Russia, was 
established for the regions on the left bank of the 
Dniester, also under the direction of the Bucarest 
delegate.
b) Foreigners in Russia.

In 1921, the attention of the Committee was called 
to the position of foreigners remaining in Russia. 
Accordingly, it instructed the Moscow delegate to 
investigate the matter, and to take action on behalf 
of persons wishing to return home, but who had 
no official representative of their own country in 
Russia, to whom they might apply.

The Committee’s delegates have been able to 
furnish news of these foreigners to their relatives 
and friends, and to procure them the money necessary 
for their repatriation.
c) Famine Relief in Russia.

Detailed information and reports having reached 
the International Committee concerning the famine 
in Russia, the Commission Mixte1, called a Conference 
in Geneva for August 15th, 1921. At this Confe 
rence, it was decided to found an International 
Committee for Russian Relief. More than 80 dele
gates, representing Governments, National Red 
Cross Societies and philanthropic organisations,

1 I.e. the Joint Committee of the International Committee 
and of the League of Red Cross Societies.
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attended the conference. The International Com
mittee for Russian Relief appointed Dr. Nansen its 
High Commissioner. Dr. Nansen made the necessary 
arrangements with the Soviet authorities to allow 
of immediate distribution of relief in Russia ; on 
January 24th, 1922, he was able to inform the Relief 
Conference, at Geneva, that subscriptions amoun
ting to 28,000,000 gold francs had been received, 
and employed in purchasing food.

Delegates of the International Committee have done 
their share in this work. The agents at Moscow 
helped to forward the work of investigation in those 
parts of Russia where famine was most acute.

In September, 1922, the International Committee 
for Russian Relief decided to dissolve, and was 
succeeded by a new organisation known as 
“ Dr. Nansen’s Secretariat for Russian Relief ”.

1. Transmission of Food. Parcels io Russia.

A service for forwarding standard food parcels 
to Russia was organised jointly by the International 
Committee and the High Commissioner for Russian 
Relief, on November 28th, 1921. Standard parcels 
containing food or other essential articles, could 
be forwarded to private addresses. Between 
November 1921 and July 1923, this organisation 
distributed in Russia 150,000 food parcels and 
4,500 bundles of clothing.
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2. Relief for University professors and students 
in Russia and the Ukraine.

The International Committee also requested its 
representatives to report on the conditions prevail
ing amongst the professors and students at Moscow 
and Petrograd, as well as at Kharkov, Kiev, and 
other university towns.

In agreement with the Government and the 
student’s committees, the Committee’s delegates 
made arrangements for the systematic transmission 
of relief to the “ intellectuals ” whom the Euro
pean Student Relief Association desired to assist.
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CHAPTER V

CUJ Relief

In January 1920, the International Committee 
took part in the foundation of the Save the Children 
Fund International Union, to which it gave its 
patronage and with which it was soon working in 
close collaboration. The Union wished to utilize 
the services of the Committee’s representatives 
abroad, in consequence of their entire neutrality 
and disinterestedness. The delegates in several 
countries were therefore asked by the Union to 
represent it, and to distribute relief on its behalf. 
This relief took extremely varied forms : distri
bution of one hot meal daily to thousands of children 
(25,000 in Budapest during 1921, 30,000 in Constan
tinople and the Balkans, 30,000 in the Ukraine, and 
as many in Greece in 1923). establishment of homes 
and work-rooms at Vienna and Budapest, and of 
orphanages near Warsaw, organisation of ’’circula
ting baskets” with layettes, sale of photocards under 
the adoption system, etc. The total amount of 
relief distributed in three years, in the name of 
the Save the Children Fund International Union, 
is estimated at SO million gold francs.
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CHAPTER VI

Near East Relief

a) Athens. — After the Greek defeat, whole 
populations lied from Asia Minor before the Turkish 
advance. British, Italian, French, Japanese and 
Swedish ships were concentrated on Smyrna to 
take on board the masses of refugees flocking in 
from all parts, and to transport them to Greece. 
The influx of a whole population into a country 
wholly unprepared to receive them, caused serious 
difficulties, and grave danger to public health. 
Moreover, these refugees, demoralised by the hard
ships and sufferings they had undergone, were in 
a pitiable condition ; they had neither money nor 
shelter, and but insufficient clothing, in a country 
that could offer them no employment.

The International Committee immediately sent 
out its representatives to the Near East, and from 
September 22nd, 1922, onwards, steps were taken 
to distribute relief among the refugees. The Inter
national Committee obtained co-ordination between 
the various charitable organisations at work, and 
with funds supplied by the Save the Children Fund 
International Union, fed more than thirty thousand 
people in kitchens opened at Athens, Salonika,-



Mitylene, Chios, Samos, and Drama. At Ihe request 
of the delegates of the International Committee, 
camps, buildings, and factories were put at the dispo
sal of the refugees, who were dispersed as rapidly as 
as possible throughout Greece. The Committee’s 
mission also caused the construction of a model village.

’Dysentery and diptheria broke out amongst the 
refugees ; hospitals and ambulances were organised 
and the death-rate, which at first had been very 
high, rapid!}’ decreased.

In agreement with the Commission Mixte, the 
International Committee submitted an appeal to all 
the National Red Cross Societies to assist the Greek 
refugees. With the funds sent in response, work
rooms were opened to give employment to the 
refugees, dispensaries were established, and shelters 
and tents purchased to afford temporary habi
tation. Contributions were also received from the 
population of Athens to forward the work of the 
mission, which is still being carried on.

b) Smyrna. — After the destruction of .Smyrna, 
and the flight of the Greek and Armenian inhabi
tants of Anatolia, the International Committee and 
the Save the Children Fund International Union, 
joined in Sending out delegates to obtain all necessary 
information concerning the situation of these unfor
tunate populations. Accompanied by a delegate of 
the Turkish Red Crescent, they carried relief to 
the inhabitants of • Magnesia, Cassaba, Salilhi, 
Alascheir, Aidin and Azizia, without distinction 
of race or religion. More than 120,000 rations and
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ten thousand blankets were distributed to the chil
dren of the homeless people in the region of Magnesia.

The International Committee, whose absolute 
neutrality is generally acknowledged, was the only 
organisation authorised by the Turkish Govern
ment at Angora to send a commission of inquiry 
into these areas.
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CHAPTER VII

Relief for tlie JMLoslem Population affected fy 
tlie Greco-Turltis li W ar

- Early in November, 1921, Youssouf Kemal Bey, 
Minister for Foreign Affairs at Angora, sent a long 
wireless message to the International Committee, 
drawing its attention to the devastation by the enemy 
of certain areas of Asia Minor, and to the fact that 
hundreds of villages had been completely destroyed, 
crops and granaries burned,. cattle slaughtered, and 
that the inhabitants who had escaped massacre, had 
fled in thousands.

The Angora Government appealed to the Inter
national Committee to assist the Turkish Red 
Crescent in its necessary work of relief and reorgan
isation. It urged the International Committee to 
use its authority in order to obtain permission from 
Governments to open public subscriptions on behalf 
of the population of Anatolia in the principal Mahom- 
medan countries, such as India, Egypt, Syria, etc.

The International Committee’s delegate in Cons
tantinople discussed the subject with the Turkish Red 
Crescent, and on February 21st, 1922, an agreement 
was drafted. On March 9th, 1922, this agreement 
was approved, at Paris, by Hamid Bey, Vice-
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President of the Turkish Red Crescent and Represen
tative of the Turkish National Assembly. The object 
in view was to collect money among Moslem popu
lations throughout the world for the reconstruction 
of the devastated areas of Anatolia. The funds were 
to be received by the International Committee, which 
would decide with the Turkish Red Crescent how 
they were to be spent. The technical part of the 
work would be carried out by the agents of the 
Turkish Red Crescent. Relief was not to take the 
form of distributions of food or purchase of clothing, 
but of providing housing,seeds, tools and cattle for 
the rèfugees and the destitute inhabitants, thus 
enabling the latter to become self-supporting. 
The Angora Government was ready to assist the 
undertaking, and willing to allow the delegates of 
the International Committee all facilities of super
vision.

The International Committee’s scheme received 
the unqualified approval of both the French and 
British Governments, and subsequently of the Save 
the Fund International Union in Geneva, and of the 
Save the Children Fund of Great Britain. In 
agreement with these two organisations a public 
appeal was issued on June 1st, 1922.

The Committee’s Delegate General, on the occasion 
of his journey to the Far East to attend the Bangkok 
Conference, established an organisation which would 
get in touch with the Mahomedans in those countries. 
Committees were formed in China, Dutch East Indies, 
Straits Settlements, India, and Egypt for the purpose 
of raising funds. The Siamese Red Cross undertook



to collect donations among Mahommedan inhabi
tants of Siam.

The Turkish Red Crescent has already begun 
reconstructive work with the resources put at its 
disposal, either directly or through the agency of 
the International Committee.

»
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CHAPTER Vili

.e Exchange of Greek and Turkisli Civilians 
and Prisoners of W ar.

On January 16th, 19‘23:the Secretary-General of the 
Lausanne Conference informed the International 
Committee that the negotiations at Lausanne 
between the Delegation of the Turkish Grand Na
tional Assembly and the Greek Delegation had ended 
in the conclusion of an agreement for the exchange 
of interned Greek and Turkish civilians and prisoners 
of war. The Lausanne Conference entrusted the 
carrying out of the exchange to a Commission 
composed of three members, to be chosen by the 
International Committee in countries which had 
remained neutral during the war of 1914-1918, and 
of a representative from both the Greek and 
Turkish Governments.

The Secretary-General of the Lausanne Conference 
requested the International Committee to under
take this humanitarian work. The International 
Committee accepted the mandate of the Lausanne 
Conference. Preliminary discussion with the Secre
tary-General of the Conference and with the Greek 
and Turkish Delegations, had helped to define
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exactly the duties of the proposed Commission of 
Exchange.

The agreement between the Greek and Turkish 
Governments was signed on January 39th, and the 
Commission immediately left for Athens and Constan
tinople, where it at once took up its work.

On February 28th, final arrangements had been 
made for the evacuation of a certain number of 
Turkish hostages, civilians and prisoners of war, 
but fresh difficulties arose between Greece and 
Turkey which endangered the work of the Commis
sion. Considerable efforts were required to over
come these obstacles before transportation could 
actually begin.

On May 15th, 9,748 Turkish soldiers, with 
329 Turkish officers, and an equal number of Greek 
officers and soldiers had been repatriated. At the 
same time, 4,600 Turkish hostages and civil prisoners 
had been released, as well as 320 Greek hostages 
and civilians.

The Commission thereupon returned to Europe, 
leaving one of its members to make enquiries regard
ing the Greek and Turkish civil prisoners mentioned 
on the lists submitted by the two countries, in 
accordance with the agreement signed at Lausanne.

q8



CONCLUSION

The International Committee has been fortunate 
in securing the services of highly qualified represen
tatives to assist it in carrying out this considerable 
programme, which includes the repatriation of half 
a million prisoners of war, the anti-epidemic 
campaign, interventions in time of civil war, relief 
for Russian, Greek and Armenian refugees, relief 
for the population of Anatolia and child relief in all 
countries, as well as the exchange of Greek and 
Turkish civilian prisoners of war. These represen
tatives have devoted themselves wholly to the cause 
of the Red Cross. Some have run frequent and 
considerable risks by going, at a moment’s notice, 
to countries ravaged by war, revolution or epidemics, 
without arms or distinctive uniform, the Red Cross 
badge on their arm or in the button-hole being their 
sole protection. They have had to overcome the 
most serious difficulties and dangers ; several among 
them contracted typhoid, and others were arrested 
and imprisoned. Their instructions prevented their 
making use of the Press, and enjoying the benefits 
of publicity and self-advertisement. Instead, they 
made direct application to Governments,-to military 
commanders, to the victors of the day, in order to 
plead the cause of the weak and helpless, of prisoners
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and hostages. Their patient tenacity, and their 
faith in their cause helped them to overcome bureau
cratic opposition and inertia, and to procure public 
recognition of the fundamental principles on which 
the Red Cross is built.

The International Red Cross takes this opportu
nity of recording its debt of gratitude to these repre
sentatives, whose names, though often popular 
abroad, are unknown in their own country, and who 
have endeavoured, by all means in their power and 
without profit to themselves, to be the faithful 
servants of the Red Cross and of its ideals.

Summary of Work done by Missions abroad

ALBANIA

(1921). Commission of inquiry for relief of Alba
nian refugees withdrawing before the Serbian advance.

Relief mission for the victims of the earthquake 
in Elbassan.

ANATOLIA

(1921). Inspection of camps of Greek prisoners in 
Anatolia (Caesarea, Talas, Angora, Sarakrichla).

(1922). Distribution of food and clothing to the 
population of the devastated areas in Anatolia.

Relief of children at Smyrna, Manissa, Cassaba, 
Salilhi, and Alascheir, on behalf of the Save the 
Children Fund International Union.
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(1923). Exchange and repatriation of Greek and 
Turkish prisoners of war, interned civilians, and 
hostages under the direction of a Commission, 
appointed by the International Committee, and sta
tioned at Constantinople, Smyrna and Athens. 
Inspection of camps of Greek prisoners remaining in 
Anatolia after the exchange (Angora, Caesarea, Adana, 
Konia, Keumurler, and Yaschi-Han).

This work was entrusted to the International 
Committee by the Lausanne Conference.

AUSTRIA

(1919-1923). Repatriation of prisoners of war; 
despatch of convoys of Russian prisoners from Austria, 
and reception of Austrian prisoners rèturning home.

Assistance to hospitals and homes, feeding of chil
dren and students, centralisation of foreign relief 
organisations, assistance to national charitable socie
ties, establishment of a Central Anti-epidemic Bureau. 
Liaison with the Austrian Government and Red 
Cross.

BULGARIA

(1921). Organisation of enquiry for, and repatria
tion of Greek interned children. Census of Greek 
prisoners of war in Bulgaria.

(1922). Assistance of Russian refugees in Bulgaria.
(1923). Commission of enquiry into the situation 

of Russian charitable societies working on behalf of 
Russian refugees in Bulgaria.

CZECHO-SLOVAKIA

(1919-1922). Repatriation of prisoners of war.
Inspection of internment camps for Russians in



Czecho-Slovakia. Visits to Ruthenian and Ukrai
nian internment camps, Liaison with the Czecho
slovakian Government and Red Cross Society.

ESTHONIA

(1920-1922). Repatriation of prisoners of war. 
Narva. — Transit camp for the convoys coming from 
Russia and for Russian prisoners arriving from 
Germany. Reception, disinfection and feeding of 
evacuated prisoners, establishment of ambulances. 
Action to prevent the spreading of epidemics.

Organisation of child relief. Liaison between 
Esthonian Government, Esthonian Red Cross and 
International Committee.

FINLAND

1920-1921. Repatriation of prisoners of war. 
Ino. — Transit camp for prisoners passing from Germ
any to Russia, and from Russia to Germany. Liaison 
between Finnish Government, Finnish Red Cross, 
and the International Committee.

GEORGIA

(1919). Despatch of a mission to accompany 
Russian health unit to Georgia to re-organise hospi
tals on the shores of the Black Sea.

Tiflis and Batoum. — Inquiry into possibilities of 
repatriating prisoners of war still in Georgia via the 
Black Sea or Moscow. Study of health conditions 
in Georgia.

GERMANY

(1919-1922). Repatriation of Russian prisoners of 
war in Germany, and of prisoners of Central Euro
pean powers in Russia.



Mission on behalf of Russian prisoners in Germany ; 
general supervision of the camps in which these 
prisoners were concentrated.

Berlin. — Central Repatriation Bureau. Mana
gement of stores, and revictualling of ships and of 
transit camps in the Baltic States.

Child Relief. Relief of Russian refugees.
Liaison with the German Government and the 

German Red Cross.
(1919). Pomcinia. —■ Mission sent at the request 

of German and Polish Governments to superintend 
the exchange of interned civilians and hostages.

GREECE

(1921). Repatriation of Bulgarian hostages and 
prisoners detained in Greece.
i Mission entrusted with the evacuation of repatriated 
Turkish prisoners on board the transport II aimai 
Mani, captured while returning from Yladivostock, 
and taken to the Piraeus. Internment of these pri
soners on neutral territory (Sardinia), and subse
quent repatriation to Constantinople.

(1922). Inspection of Turkish prisoners camps at 
the Piraeus, Corfu, Leueadia, Corinth, Salónica, 
Crete etc.

(1923). Turkish prisoners camps at Athens, Goudia 
and Phaleron revisited.

(1922-1923). Athens. — Relief mission for Greek 
refugees from Asia Minor (dispensaries, model villages, 
anti-epidemic measures, liaison between national and 
foreign relief organisations, formation of coordin
ation committees, feeding of children on behalf of 
the Save the Children Fund International Union).
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Exchange and repatriation of Greek and Turkish 
prisoners of war, civilians and hostages. Relations 
with Greek Government and Greek Red Cross.

HUNGARY

(1919-1921). Repatriation of prisoners of war. 
Inspection of Russian prisoners camps in Hungary. 
Visits to hostages and political prisoners. Coordi
nation of organisations for child relief. Relief for 
Russian refugee students. Liaison with the Hungarian 
Government and the Hungarian Red Cross.

j IRELAND

(1923). Inspection of internment camps in the 
Irish Free State.

ITALY

(1921-1923). Trieste. — Repatriation of prisoners 
of war. Receiving station for prisoners repatriated 
by sea from Vladivostock and Black Sea ports.

Asinara (Sardinia). — Internment on neutral terri
tory of Turkish prisoners from the Haimai Mani. 
(See page 53).

LATVIA

(1920-1922). General repatriation. Transit camps 
and stations at Riga, Rechitsa and Silupe, where 
convoys of prisoners from Russia, Siberia, Germany, 
Austria, etc. were received, disinfected and fed. 
Establishment of disinfecting stations and ambu
lances. Visits to hospitals. Child relief. Liaison 
between International Committee, and Latvian 
Government and Latvian Red Cross.

5.} -h-



LITHUANIA

(1922). Kovno. — Visit to Polish prisoners and 
civilians interned in camps and prisons. Negotia
tions of . International Committee with Lithuanian 
Government and Red Cross for the exchange of 
interned civilians and prisoners between Lithuania 
and Poland.

MONTENEGRO

(1919). Medical mission to Montenegro for reor
ganisation of hospitals, dispensaries, etc.

POLAND

(1919-1923). Warsaw. — Permanent mission of 
International Committee. ' Campaign against typhus 
and epidemics. Investigation of means of forming 
epidemics cordon. Relief of refugees. Child relief. 
Establishment of orphanages from Brest-Litovsk. 
Sanatorium for Russian refugees and war cripples. 
Protection given by International Committee to 
Russian relief societies in Poland. Protection given 
by International Committee to all charitable insti
tutions in Warsaw at the time of the Russian invasion 
(1921). Negotiations with Polish and Ukrainian 
Governments for exchange of prisoners. Liaison 
between International Committee, and Polish Govern
ment and Red Cross.

Posnania. — Mission for exchange of interned 
civilians and hostages.

ROUMANIA

(1919-1923). Repatriation of prisoners from Russia, 
and of Russian prisoners returning home. Visits to 
Russian prisoners camps in Roumania. Census of
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Russian refugees. Relief for starving Russians on 
left bank of the Dniester, near Roumanian frontier, 
with the financial aid of the Jewish World Conference. 
Liaison between Roumanian Government and Red 
Cross, and International Committee.

RUSSIA, THE UKRAINE AND SIBERIA

(1921-1923). Moscow. — Repatriation of prisoners 
of different countries still left in Russia, and Russian 
prisoners returning to their own country. Repatria
tion of foreign civilians, and of Russians wishing to 
join tlieir relatives abroad. Forwarding of corres
pondence and parcels. Food distribution at railway 
stations to refugees coming from famine-stricken 
regions. Distribution of individual relief parcels. 
Investigations in famine-stricken regions. Relief for 
University professors and students. Action on behalf 
of hostages and political prisoners. Child relief. Organis
ation of convoys of Russians desiring to join their 
families and relatives in the Far East. Assistance 
rendered by the delegate of the International Com
mittee at Moscow to all foreigners, in obtaining 
papers and visas to leave the country. Relations 
with Government and Red Cross.

(1919-1923). Odessa. -— Mission of inquiry on 
repatriation of Black Sea prisoners. Child relief in 
Odessa region. Hospital and ambulance visits. 
Reception of consignments of food and medical stores 
for starving populations in the Ukraine. Negotiations 
with Polish and Ukrainian Governments for the 
exchange of prisoners.

(1919). Crimea. — Despatch of a Russian medical 
mission to the Crimea, under the protection of the
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International Committee, for reorganisation of Russian 
hospitals.

(1922-1923). Kharkov. — Despatch of mission to 
collaborate with Ukrainian Red Cross. Relief to the 
famine-stricken regions. Reorganisation of hospitals. 
Anti-epidemic campaign. Visit to famine-stricken 
regions. Repatriation of foreigners still in the 
Ukraine. Child relief. Supervision of child relief 
organisations in the Ukraine. Visits to political 
prisoners (men and women). Delivery of individual 
parcels in the whole of Ukraine. Transmission of 
correspondence and news between persons living in 
the Ukraine and their families abroad. Liaison 
between Ukrainian Government and Red Cross, and 
International Committee. Coordination of relief 
activities in the Ukraine. Reception of consignments 
of food sent via the Black Sea to Odessa, Kharkov 
and Kiev. Transfer of medical stores, gift of American 
Red Cross to the Ukrainian ¡Society of Ozuks, from 
Marseilles to Odessa and Kharkov by International 
Committee, and distribution in Ukraine.

(1921-1923.) Novorossisk. — General repatriation 
of prisoners of war. Visits to prisoners in transit 
camps. Assistance in evacuating repatriated prison
ers of different countries arriving at Novorossisk. 
Assistance in the evacuation of Greek, Italian and 
other civilians in the Black Sea districts, either 
singly or in groups. Assistance in evacuation of 
refugees from Mesopotamia. Feeding of prisoners. 
Reception of consignments for the famine-stricken 
regions. Child relief. Visits to hospitals and dispen
saries in famine area. Anti-epidemic activities.

(1919-1920). Siberia. Vladivostok. — Organisa
tion of evacuation centre controlled by delegate of

by



the Internationa] Committee at Vladivostock. Repa
triation of prisoners of war. Visits to prisoners 

_ camps in the interior. Organisation of convoys to 
be sent to the coast. Despatch to Vladivostock of 
convoys of Siberian prisoners interned in Germany.

SERBIA

(1921-1923). Census of Russian refugees. Child 
relief. Anti-epidemic activities. Liaison between 
Serbian Government and Red Cross, and Interna
tional Committee.

TURKEY

(1920-1923). Constantinople. — Repatriation of 
prisoners of war. Reception of convoys from Black 
Sea ports, and despatch to Trieste. Census of Russian 
refugees. Assistance in their evacuation to the 
Balkans. Protection of homes and charitable insti
tutions. Repatriation of Turkish prisoners captured 
on board the Haimai Maru. Relief for Moslem 
population. Scheme for reconstructing regions devas
tated by the Greco-Turkish war. Child relief. 
Supplies for Smyrna. Inspection of camps of prisoners 
of war in Anatolia. Exchange of Greek and Turkish 
prisoners. Liaison between Turkish Government and 
Red Crescent, and International Committee..

UPPER SILESIA

(1921). Inspection of internment camps. Repa
triation of prisoners, hostages and severely wounded 
men to Germany and Poland. Child relief.
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CHINA, JAPAN, INDIA. SIAM 
AND DUTCH EAST INDIES

(1922-1923). When passing through these countries, 
• the Delegate General of the International Committee 

formed local Committees, for the relief of Moslem po
pulations suffering from the war. Liaison between 
Governments and Red Cross Societies, and the 
International Committee.
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Resolution adopted Ly tlie Eleventh International 

Red C ross Conference, August, 1923
The Eleventh International Red Cross Conference 

met at Geneva on August 28th, 1923, and was 
attented by representatives of thirty-eight Govern
ments and fifty National Red Cross Societies.

In its session held on August 31st, the following 
resolution was proposed by the first special Commis
sion, and unanimously adopted.

“ The Eleventh International Red Cross Conference, 
having examined the Report of the International 
Red Cross Committee on its activities from 
1921 to 1923, approves this report, and conveys 
to the International Committee the expression of 
its gratitude and its admiration of the work accom
plished.

“ The Conference appreciates at their full value 
the invaluable services rendered by the Interna
tional Committee, in time of war as in time of peace, 
by reason of its absolute neutrality and complete 
independence. The Conference confirms the 
mandates given the Committee by previous Confe
rences, and invites the Committee to pursue its 
activities as it has done hitherto.

“ The Conference expresses its confidence in the 
International Committee, as guardian and repre
sentative of the principles it has itself established, 
and which are not only the foundation of the Red 
Cross, but also its firmest guarantees and the source 
of its world-wide authority”.
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