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INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE Translation CIRCULAR No. 460
OF THE

RED CROSS

+ Twentieth award of the 
Florence Nightingale Medal

INTER ARMA CARITAS

Geneva, May 12, 1965.

To the Central Committees of National Red Cross,
Red Crescent, Red Lion and Sun Societies

Ladies and Gentlemen,

In its Circular No. 456 of August 23, 1964, the International 
Committee of the Red Cross had the honour to invite the Central 
Committees of National Societies to send in the names of nurses 
and voluntary aids whom they judged qualified to receive the 
Florence Nightingale Medal. This invitation, which quoted Article 1 
of the Regulations, was accompanied by questionnaires bearing 
various headings for the candidatures.

The first object of this Medal is to honour nurses and voluntary 
aids who have distinguished themselves exceptionally by their 
devotion to sick or wounded in the difficult and perilous situations 
which often prevail in times of war or public disasters. The Regula
tions also provide that a maximum number of 36 medals shall be 
awarded every two years and that the candidates’ names must 
reach the International Committee of the Red Cross before March 1 
of the year in which the distribution takes place.

In accordance with these Regulations, the International Com
mittee, after a careful study of the 45 files submitted by 26 National 
Societies, has the pleasure of announcing that for the Twentieth 
Distribution the Medal has been awarded to the following nurses 
and voluntary aids 1 :

Australia :
1. Miss Lucy Wise Macintosh, Graduate Nurse, General, Mental,

Obstetric. Home Sister-in-Charge at Duntrin, Sydney
Hospital Nurses’ Home.

2. Matron Mary Dorothy Edis, M.B.E., Registered Nurse, Home
of Peace, Perth, Western Australia.

1 Since the designation, qualifications and duties of nursing personnel do 
not always have an exact equivalent in the various languages, it seemed to 
be preferable to leave them as in the original text.
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Chile :
3. Señora Inés Yuraszeck Cantin de Schmidt, Enfermera Volun

taria de la Cruz Roja. Presidenta de la Asociación Cruz 
Roja de Puerto Monti.

Czechoslovakia

4. Madame A nna Knapcokovd, infirmière diplômée.

France

5. Madame Lilia de Vendeuvre, infirmière diplômée. Conseillère
Technique du Service de IT.P.S.A. (Infirmières Pilotes 
Secouristes de l’Air).

Germany (Federal Republic)
6. Frau Oberin Gertrud Baltzer, Diplomierte Schwester. Oberin

der Schwesternschaft Maingau vom Roten Kreuz, Frank
furt a/Main

7. Schwester Irene von Scheel, Diplomierte Krankenschwester,
Säuglings- und Kleinkinderschwester.

Great Britain

8. Mrs. Mary Sheelagh McConnel Folke, née Paterson, M.B.E.
Voluntary Aid.

Hungary

9. Mademoiselle Irène Komarik, Infirmière diplômée en pédiatrie.
Directrice du Centre départemental de nourrissons et de 
l’Ecole d’infirmières de Zalaegerszeg.

India

10. Lt.-Col. Florence St. Claire Watkins, Registered Nurse and
Midwife. Principal Matron HQ 151, GH 7.

Japan

11. Mademoiselle Kikuyo Uchiyama, Infirmière diplômée. Infir
mière-major. Directrice du département des Infirmières 
de l’Hôpital d’Okayama de la Croix-Rouge du Japon.

12. Mademoiselle Kiyo Ushioda, Infirmière diplômée. Infirmière-
major. Directrice du département des Infirmières de 
l’Hôpital de Mito de la Croix-Rouge du Japon.

13. Mademoiselle Kise Makita, Infirmière diplômée. Infirmière à
l’Hôpital central de la Préfecture de Toyama.
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Korea (Republic)
14. Mrs. Chung-Sun Kim, Graduate Nurse. Superintendent,

Presbyterian Hospital, Taegu—President of Nurses Asso
ciation of Kyung-Sang-North Province.

15. Mrs. Bo-Shin Lo, Graduate Nurse. Chief Nurse in Pusan
Sanitarium & Hospital.

New Zealand

16. Miss Muriel Jessie Jackson, Graduate Nurse and Midwife.
Auckland Centre, Advisory Director, V.A. Detachments.

Philippines

17. Major Honorata P. Seraspi, Graduate Nurse.

18. Miss Basilia Hernando, Graduate Nurse. Regional Public
Health Nurse, Supervisor of Regional Office No. 2, 
Tuguegarao, Cagayan.

19. Mrs. Maria Menez Concepcion, Graduate Nurse. Public Health
Nurse, Manila Health Department, Philippines.

Poland

20. Madame Wladyslawa Steffen, Infirmière diplômée. Infirmière
chef à l’Hôpital de Pruszkow près de Varsovie.

21. Madame Luba Blmn-Bielicka, Infirmière diplômée. Directrice
de l’Ecole d’infirmières N° 3 à Varsovie.

South Africa

22. Miss Victoria May Freeman, Registered Nurse and Midwife. 

U.S.S.R.
23. Madame Maria Savelievna Chkarletova, Infirmière diplômée.

Infirmière à l’Hôpital du Rayon de Koupiansk.

24. Mademoiselle Marie Dmitrievna Serdiouk, Infirmière diplômée.
Présidente du Comité régional de la Croix-Rouge à 
Lougansk.

25. Mademoiselle Agnia Ivanovna Khablova, Infirmière diplômée.
Technicienne de l’usine Electroforce.

26. Madame Faina Khoussaïnovna Tchanycheva, Infirmière diplô
mée. Infirmière-major à l’école secondaire de Kazan.

27. Madame Zenaida Mikhailovna Toiissnolobova-Martchenko,
auxiliaire volontaire de la Croix-Rouge.
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The medals and diplomas, accompanied in each case by a 
photogravure reproduction of the portrait of Florence Nightingale, 
will be sent as quickly as possible to the Central Committees. The 
International Committee of the Red Cross would like to receive 
acknowledgments of their receipt in due course.

The Committee would be grateful if the Medals could be pre
sented in the course of this year and requests the Central Com
mittees to give the ceremony a character of solemnity as the foun
ders of this distinction desired. It would be pleased to publish in 
the International Review of the Red Cross an account—if possible 
with photographs—of the ceremony organized in this connection. 
It requests National Societies to send it the necessary material for 
such publication.

The International Committee wishes also to call to mind that, 
in order to be able to assess the merits of candidates, it can only 
base itself upon reports submitted to it by the National Societies. 
These reports must therefore be as explicit as possible.

For the International Committee of the Red Cross

Samuel A. GONARD, President



INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE Translation CIRCULAR No. 461
OF THE

RED CROSS

+ Recognition of the 
Red Cross Society of Uganda

INTER ARMA CARITAS

Geneva, September 2, 1965

To the Central Committees of the National Red Cross, 
Red Crescent, Red Lion and Sun Societies

Ladies and Gentlemen,

We have the honour to inform you of the official recognition, 
on September 2, 1965, of the Red Cross Society of Uganda by the 
International Committee of the Red Cross.

This Society applied for recognition by letter under date of 
May 24, 1965. The application was accompanied by the Society’s 
Statutes and by the Decree of July 30, 1964, by which it was 
recognized by the Government of Uganda.

The study of these documents, as well as of the Annual Report 
for 1964, has shown that the ten conditions for recognition of a new 
Society have been duly fulfilled. These documents have also been 
examined jointly with the Secretariat of the League of Red Cross 
Societies.

The International Committee has pleasure therefore in announc
ing the recognition of this Society, which brings the number of 
member Societies of the International Red Cross to one hundred 
and five.

The Red Cross of Uganda, recognized as an auxiliary to the 
public authorities, succeeds to the Uganda Branch of the British 
Red Cross and already possesses a firm foundation. It already dis
poses of several divisional committees which are particularly active 
in first-aid, assistance to hospitals and in leper colonies. The Society 
also makes great efforts to aid refugees and in blood transfusion.

The Government of Uganda acceded on May 18, 1964, to the 
Geneva Conventions of 1949. The Red Cross of Uganda is con
trolled by a Council whose President is Mr. Paul Kavuma. The 
Chairman of the Executive Committee is Mr. Erisa Kironde and 
the functions of the Secretary-General are performed by Mrs. Iris 
Kigundu. The headquarters of the Society are at Kampala.





The International Committee of the Red Cross has great 
pleasure in welcoming this new Society into the International 
Red Cross, accrediting it by this notice to all other National 
Societies and recommending it to their kind attention. It expresses 
its best wishes for the Society’s future and for the success of its 
humanitarian work.

For the International Committee 
of the Red Cross

Samuel A. GONARD, Président





INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE Translation CIRCULAR No. 462
OF THE

RED CROSS

+ Recognition of the 
Red Cross Society of Niger

INTER ARMA CARITAS

Geneva, December 2, 1965

To the Central Committees of the National Red Cross, 
Red Crescent, Red Lion and San Societies

Ladies and Gentlemen,

We have the honour to inform you of the official recognition 
on December 2, 1965, by the International Committee of the Red 
Cross of the Red Cross Society of Niger.

The new Society, founded in 1963, applied for recognition by 
letter under date of August 30, 1965. The application was accom
panied by the Society’s Statutes, an Annual Report and by the 
Decree of September 7, 1965, by which the Red Cross of Niger was 
recognized as auxiliary to the public authorities.

These documents, which have been studied jointly with the 
Secretariat of the League of Red Cross Societies, have shown that the 
ten conditions for recognition of a new Society by the International 
Committee have been duly fulfilled.

The International Committee of the Red Cross has therefore 
pleasure in announcing recognition of this Society, which brings the 
number of member Societies of the International Red Cross to one 
hundred and six.

For the past two years, the Red Cross of Niger has accomplished 
a remarkable task and is at present making great efforts to develop 
the humanitarian work it has undertaken, especially as regards 
first-aid, the teaching of hygiene, assistance to the needy and aid 
to the victims of natural disasters. To date the Red Cross of Niger 
has established thirteen local committees, well distributed to meet 
the requirements of the population.





The Red Cross of Niger is under the authority of an Adminis
trative Council, presided over by Mrs. Hélène Bassy ; its Secretary- 
General is Dr. Tahirou Bana. The headquarters of the Society are 
at Niamey.

By its declaration of continuity of April 23, 1964, the Repbulic 
ot Niger has become the 100th State party to the Geneva Con
ventions of 1949.

The International Committee of the Red Cross has great pleasure 
in welcoming this new Society into the International Red Cross, 
accrediting it by this notice to all other National Societies and 
recommending it to their kind attention. It expresses its best wishes 
for the Society’s future and for the success of its humanitarian 
work.

For the International Committee 
of the Red Cross

Samuel A. GONARD, President
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CIRCULAR No. 463

Submission of Applications 
for the Florence Nightingale Medal 

(21st Award ■ May 12, 1967)

Geneva, August 23, 1966.

To the Central Committees of the National 
Red Cross, Red Crescent, Red Lion and Sun Societies

Ladies and Gentlemen,

The 2ist award of the Florence Nightingale Medal is to take 
place in May 1967. Under the new' Regulations adopted in August 
1952 by the XYIIIth International Conference of the Red Cross 
in Toronto, the International Committee will not issue more than 
36 medals, without any obligation, however, to award the whole 
number.

It may be recalled that according to Article 6 of the Regulations,
the Florence Nightingale Medal may be awarded to :

(a) trained nurses who have distinguished themselves exceptionally 
by their great devotion to wounded or sick in time of war or 
of peace.

(b) matrons or nursing organisers who have rendered exceptional 
services in connection with the care of the sick or wounded in 
time of war or of peace.

(c) voluntary aids duly registered with the Red Cross who have 
distinguished themselves exceptionally by their great devotion 
to wounded or sick in time of war or of disasters.

(d) nurses and voluntary aids of any one of the above categories 
who have fallen on active service.





Under Article 8 of the said Regulations, the Central Committees 
of National Societies, having taken all requisite advice, propose 
candidates to the International Committee of the Red Cross. 
They may propose one or more candidates ; they are not, however, 
bound to submit applications for each distribution.

The signification of this distinctive award can be upheld only 
if the Central Committees make a careful and judicious choice of 
the candidates whose names they propose to submit to the Inter
national Committee.

We would remind National Society Central Committees of 
Resolution VII on the subject of the Florence Nightingale 
Medal, adopted by the XXth International- Conference of the 
Red Cross in Vienna in October 1965 :

The XXth International Conference of the Red, Cross

having received the Report of the International Committee of the 
Red Cross on the Awards of the Florence Nightingale Medal,

accepts this Report,

thanks the ICRC for its administration,

considers that the Florence Nightingale Medal is the highest 
international distinction awarded for great devotion and exceptional 
services in the field of nursing,

considers further that the great significance of the said Medal 
should be maintained,

recalls that a maximum of 36 Medals can be awarded every two 
years whereas there are at present 106 National Red Cross, Red 
Crescent and Red Lion and Sun Societies,

recommends that National Societies
1. proceed with the greatest care in the choice of their candidates;
2. propose only candidates to the ICRC which fully meet the criteria 

laid down in the Regulations approved by the XV111th International 
Conference of the Red Cross (Toronto, 1952) ;

3. Facilitate the task of the ICRC by communicating to it as complete 
information as possible on candidates to enable it to make its 
selection in full knowledge of the facts.

The Medal was instituted, not to crown a career, however 
deserving of merit, but to reward outstanding acts of devotion and 
as a recognition of exceptional moral and professional qualities.





We should like to draw attention to the fact that, according 
to Article 9, all nominations must reach the International Com
mittee of the Red Cross in Geneva before March 1, 1967. Appli
cations not received by that date with all the particulars required, 
will be held over by the International Committee for consideration 
on the occasion of a subsequent award.

The number of applications submitted for the Florence 
Nightingale Medal has considerably increased during the past few 
years. This is only natural in view of the fact that several new 
National Societies have recently been recognized. The result of 
this, however, is to make the selection of candidates more and more 
difficult. We earnestly request National Societies to complete 
the attached questionnaire in as detailed a manner as possible, by 
indicating all records of service and all reasons in justification of 
the candidate, in particular the conditions in which she gave proof 
of outstanding moral and professional qualities. Otherwise the 
International Committee might, to its great regret, find itself 
obliged to consider only applications submitted according to 
these criteria.

Yours sincerely,

for the International Committee 
of the Red Cross

Samuel A. GONARD

President
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Submission of Applications 
for the Florence Nightingale Medal 

(21st Award ■ May 12, 1967)

Annex to
CIRCULAR No. 463

Geneva, August 23, 1966.

QUESTIONNAIRE

CANDIDATE PROPOSED

by

National Society

Name and first names of candidate (underline the name)

Designation (Mrs., Miss, Sister, etc. : state the candidate’s usual designation, title 

and form of address) : .....................................................................................................

Present functions :

Place and date of birth :

Nationality : 

Address : ...

Graduate Nurse—Voluntary Aid :

P. T. O.





State Diploma (description and date of issue) :

Red Cross, Red Crescent, Red Lion and Sun Diploma for professional nurses or 

Certificate for Voluntary Aids (description and date of issue) : ................................

Record of service :





Qualifications. (Its is essential to give as much detail as possible relating to

distinguished and exceptional acts of devotion to duty to justify the application) :

Central Committees are invited to propose their candidates before March 1,1967 
for the awards to be made on May 12, 1967. Any application, with the required 
particulars, not received bv that date will be held over by the International Com
mittee for consideration on the occasion of a subsequent award.



INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE Translation CIRCULAR No. 464
OF THE

RED CROSS

+ Recognition of the 
Kenya Red Cross Society

INTER ARMA CARITAS

Geneva, November 3, 1966

To the Central Committees of the National Red Cross, 
Red Crescent and Red Lion and Sun Societies

Ladies and Gentlemen,

We have the honour to inform you of the official recognition 
by the International Committee of the Red Cross on November 3, 
1966 of the Red Cross Society of Kenya.

The new Society, a former branch of the British Red Cross, 
applied for recognition by the ICRC on January 14, 1966. The 
application was accompanied by the Society’s Constitution, a copy 
of the “ Kenya Red Cross Society Act, 1965 ”, an annual report 
for 1964-1965 and a financial statement.

The study of these documents, made jointly with the Secretariat 
of the League of Red Cross Societies, has shown that the ten con
ditions for recognition of a new National Society have been duly

The International Committee of the Red Cross has pleasure 
therefore in announcing this recognition, which brings to 107 the 
number of member Societies of the International Red Cross.

The Kenya Red Cross, recognized as an auxiliary to the public 
authorities and as the sole National Society in the country, already 
possesses an effective organization. It numbers several Divisions 
which are all active in first-aid, home care (health, hygiene, etc.) 
and infant care. This last aspect of the work of the Kenya Red Cross 
is designed mostly for the inhabitants of villages who only have a 
rudimentary knowledge of the treatment required.

The Government of Kenya acceded on September 20, 1966 to 
the Geneva Conventions of 1949.

fulfilled.
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The National Society is controlled by a Council composed of 
not more than 40 members, whose President is Mr. Charles Rubia, 
Mayor of Nairobi. Between the Council’s session the Society’s 
activities are directed by an Executive Committee whose Chair
man is Mr. Robert Ridley, whilst Mrs. Rachel J. Mzera is the 
Directress. The headquarters of the Society are at Nairobi. The 
Honourable Jomo Kenyatta, President of Kenya, has accepted 
to be Patron of the new National Society.

The International Committee of the Red Cross has great 
pleasure in welcoming this new Society into the International Red 
Cross, accrediting it by this notice to all other National Societies 
and recommending it to their kind attention. It expresses its best 
wishes for the Society’s future and for the success of its humani
tarian work.

For the International Committee 
of the Red Cross :

Samuel A. GONARD, President
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Translation CIRCULAR No. 465^ONH C>//;

OF THE

RED CROSS

+
Recognition of the 

Zambia Red Cross Society

* *SMA CA*'

Geneva, December 8, 1966

To the Central Committees of the National Red Cross, Red Crescent 
and Red Lion and Sun Societies

Ladies and Gentlemen,

We have the honour to inform you that the International 
Committee of the Red Cross on December 8, 1966, granted recog
nition to the Zambia Red Cross Society.

This new Society—formerly a branch of the British Red Cross—- 
applied for recognition by letter on April 14, 1966. Its application 
was accompanied by a copy of the Society’s Rules, a report on 
its activities for 1964 and a summary of its 1965 activities together 
with a copy of the “ Zambia Red Cross Society Act, 1966 ”.

These documents, which were examined jointly with the Secreta
riat of the League of Red Cross Societies, show that the ten condi
tions for recognition of a new National Society by the Inter
national Committee have been complied with.

The recognition, which the International Committee of the 
Red Cross is pleased to announce, brings the number of member 
Societies of the International Red Cross to 108.

The Red Cross of Zambia, recognized as an auxiliary to the 
public authorities and the sole National Red Cross Society in the 
country, is well organized and is making strenuous efforts to develop 
its humanitarian work. Central Branches have been established 
in the four main towns and Divisions have been set up in many 
other towns. The activities of the Red Cross of Zambia are very 
varied, covering first-aid courses, a blood donor service, welfare
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service for handicapped children and the indigent aged, and espe
cially a first-aid service in mining regions, under a “ Council for 
Mining First Aid ” which has a status similar to that of the Branches.

The supreme authority of the Zambia Red Cross Society is a 
Council composed of Branch representatives and independent 
members elected or appointed. Between Council meetings, the 
Society’s activities are directed by an Executive Committee. The 
Society’s Patron is Dr. Kenneth Kaunda, President of the Republic ; 
its President is Mr. S. H. Chileshe, former mayor of Lusaka while 
Mrs. Grace Matoka is the National Director. The Society head
quarters are in Lusaka.

The Republic of Zambia’s accession to the Geneva Conventions 
of 1949 has been lodged with the Swiss authorities on October 19, 
1966.

The International Committee of the Red Cross is pleased to 
welcome the Red Cross of Zambia into the International Red Cross 
and to accredit it and commend it, by the present circular, to the 
other National Societies. It expresses sincere wishes for the future 
of the Red Cross of Zambia and for the success of its humanitarian 
work.

For the International Committee 
of the Red Cross :

Samuel A. GONARD

President
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Translation CIRCULAR No. 466^ONU c0j,/f/

A
OF THE *
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Twelfth Distribution of Income 
from the Augusta Fund

Geneva, May 1, 1967

To the Central Committees of the National Red Cross (Red Crescent, 
Red Lion and Sun) Societies

Ladies and Gentlemen,

The Regulations of the Augusta Fund provide for the distribu
tion of income from the Fund every fourth year on the occasion of 
the International Red Cross Conferences. As these Conferences do 
not take place at regular intervals, the International Committee 
of the Red Cross has informed the National Societies, in its Circular 
No. 429 of March 30, 1960, that such income would henceforth be 
distributed every fourth year, irrespective of the date on which 
the Conferences are held.

The last distribution took place in 1964 and the International 
Committee will proceed to the next one, the twelfth, in the course 
of the spring of 1968.

In conformity with Article 7 of the Regulations, applications 
for grants should, in order to be taken into consideration, reach 
the Committee by November 1, 1967, at the latest. It will be recalled 
that the income from this Fund shall be devoted:
(a) either to missions which the Central Committees judge ex

pedient to organize in the general interest of the Red Cross work ;
(b) or to women’s associations, and especially those concerned with 

setting up nursing schools ;
(c) or to any other object of practical utility.
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The International Committee should be grateful if National 
Societies wishing to apply for a grant would indicate all useful 
details on the use to which they intend to devote the grant. It is 
only in this manner that the Committee will be able to come to a 
decision with a full knowledge of all the facts.

For the International Committee 
of the Red Cross:

Samuel A. GONARD,

President
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Translation CIRCULAR No. 467

Twenty-first award of the 
Florence Nightingale Medal

Geneva, May 12, 1967

•if)' ! f. i r ( i i ; • '¡fíne i h¡ - i: ; rmi r 1 . . >1 ,'i / - ¡.!

To the Central Committees of National Red Cross,
Red Crescent, Red Lion and Sun Societies

. •: .1 -.i i) i >;-! )

Ladies and Gentlemen,

In its Circular No. 463 of August 23, 1966, the International 
Committee of the Red Cross had the honour to invite the Central 
Committees of National Societies to send in the names of nurses 
and voluntary aids whom they judged qualified to receive the 
Florence Nightingale Medal. This invitation, which quoted Article 1 
of the Regulations, was accompanied by questionnaires bearing 
various headings for the candidatures.

The first object of this Medal is to honour nurses and voluntary 
aids who have distinguished themselves exceptionally by their 
devotion to sick or wounded in the difficult and perilous situations 
which often prevail in times of war or public disasters. The Regula
tions also provide that a maximum .number of 36 medals shall be 
awarded every two years and that the candidates’ names must 
reach the International Committee of the Red Cross before March 1 
of the year in which the distribution takes place.

In accordance with these Regulations, the International Com
mittee, after a careful study of the 39 files submitted by 25 National 
Societies, has the pleasure of announcing that for the Twenty-First 
Distribution the Medal has been awarded to the following nurses 
and voluntary aids 1 :

Australia :
i [■ >■ i ¡{¡J I ;; j j k f '. ; ¡ / ; 1 ■ ; í Í ^1 ii ■ ; î-\ : \ r ■ > i . ■ '

1. Miss Betty Constance Lawson, Graduate Nurse, Midwife,
Diploma for Infant Welfare and Hospital Administration.
Matron, Royal Women’s Hospital, Melbourne.

1 Since the designation, qualifications and duties of nursing personnel do 
not always have an exact equivalent in the various languages, it seemed to 
be preferable to leave them as in the original text.
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Belgium :

2. Mademoiselle Gabrielle Revelará, Infirmière diplômée.
j: i: •• * <. ' •’ '• . -

Canada:

3. Miss Alice M. Girard, State Registered Nurse. Dean, Faculty
oí Nursing, University of Montreal.

Chile :

4. Señora Joaquina Escarpenlcr de Segenr, enfermera voluntada
de la Cruz Roja Chilena. Consejero del Comité Central de 
la Cruz Roja Chilena y Presidenta del Comité Regional de 
Cruz Roja de Valparaiso y Aconcagua.

Czechoslovakia :

5. Mademoiselle Marta Anna Sindlerovd, Infirmière diplômée,
monitrice. Fonctionnaire active de la Croix-Rouge tchéco
slovaque.

Finland:

6. Miss Aino Jenny Durchman, Graduate Nurse. Former
Principal of the College of Nursing.

France:

7. Mademoiselle Lucie Roques, Infirmière diplômée d’Etat et
Assistante sociale. Présidente du Comité de la Croix-Rouge 
Française du 1.6 me Arrondissement de Paris.

8. Mademoiselle Marie Loprestis, Infirmière diplômée d’Etat.
Infirmière major à l’Hôpital de la Croix-Rouge Française 
des Peupliers à Paris.

Germany (Democratic Republic) :

9. Frau Toni Stemmier, Rotkrcuzhelfcrin. Hilfsschwester, ¡i ; ><>-;
■ ¡! è ■ ì : r ,v 1,1 ’ ::!>■,;( -M,.),. Üü-iíj

Germany (Federal Republic):

10. Frau Oberin Henni Thiessen, Diplomierte Krankenschwester.
Oberin der DRK-Schwesternschaft Wuppertal-Barmen 
e. V. in Wuppertal-Barmen.

11. Frau Jula Müller, Diplomierte Krankenschwester. Landes
bereitschaftsführerin und Bezirksbereitschaftsführerin der 
Frauenbereitschaften DRK-Landesvcrband Rheinland- 
Pfalz.
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12. Schwester Anna Kellner, Diplomierte Krankenschwester. Ge
meindeschwester.

Great Britain:

13. Miss Elaine Hills-Young, M.B.E., State Registered Nurse,
Midwife. Former Matron, British Red Cross Civilian Relief 
Commission for North West Europe, Headquarters.

Greece :

14. Madame Maria D. Eleftheriou, Infirmière diplômée, infirmière-
visiteuse, monitrice. Directrice générale des Services 
hospitaliers de la Croix-Rouge hellénique et Inspectrice 
générale du Corps des Infirmières de la Croix-Rouge 
hellénique.

Ireland:

15. Miss Elizabeth Kenny, State Registered Nurse and Midwife.
Staff Nurse in the operating theatre of St. Michael’s 
Hospital, Dun Laoghaire, Co. Dublin.

Japan:

16. Mademoiselle Shim Kaneko, Infirmière diplômée, infirmière
major. Directrice du Département des Infirmières de 
l’hôpital de Maébashi de la Croix-Rouge du Japon.

17. Mademoiselle Iwano Niki, Infirmière diplômée, infirmière
major. Directrice du Département des Infirmières de 
l’hôpital de Komatsushima de la Croix-Rouge du Japon.

18. Mademoiselle Moyo Suzuki, Infirmière diplômée. Infirmière
major de l’hôpital attaché à l’Université de Shôwa.

;, ; '. ,| .j. :, -• ¡; / ,, j; ¡¡
Korea (Republic) :

19. Mrs. Ahn Kuy-Boon Kim, Graduate Nurse, Assistant Director
of Nurses (Korean Director) Seoul Sanatorium and 
Hospital and the Hospital School of Nursing.

20. Miss Eul-Ran Kim, Graduate Nurse, Midwife, Director and
Supervisor of Nursing Services, Seoul Civic Southern 
Hospital.

Philippines :

21. Mrs. Socorro Salamanca Diaz, Graduate Nurse. Secretar}’,
Community Chest and Philippine Charity Sweepstakes 
Office for the Good Shepherd Convent and Asilo of 
St. Vincent de Paul; Secretary, International House 
(New York) Alumni Council for the Far East.



— 4 —

Switzerland: • - í

22. Miss Helen Nussbaum, Graduate Nurse. Executive Director,
International Council of Nurses.

Thailand: ' V\ ■ . .

23. Miss Tawinwang Dutiyabodhi, Graduate Nurse. Director of
Nursing Service and Director of the Red Cross School of 
Nursing.

U.S.S.R. : ; ■ .■ -.f

24. Madame Eugénie Maximovna Chevtchenko, Infirmière diplômée.
Infirmière à la Policlinique de Skidel.

25. Madame A nna Romanovna Kousnetzova, Infirmière diplômée.

26. Madame Irène Ivanovna Klykova, Infirmière diplômée. Prési
dente du Comité régional de la Croix-Rouge d’Orenbourg.

27. Madame Claude Vassitiévita Boutova, Infirmière diplômée.
Infirmière à l’hôpital Municipal de Sébastopol.

The medals and diplomas, accompanied in each case by a 
photogravure reproduction of the portrait of Florence Nightingale, 
will be sent as quickly as possible to the Central Committees. The 
International Committee of the Red Cross would like to receive 
acknowledgments of their receipt in due course.

Xhe Committee would be grateful if the Medals could be pre
sented in the course of this year and requests the Central Com
mittees to give the ceremony a character of solemnity as the foun
ders of this distinction desired. It would be pleased to publish in 
the International Review of the Red Cross an account—if possible 
with photographs—of the ceremony organized in this connection. 
It requests National Societies to send it the necessary material for 
such publication not later than the end of February 1968.

The International Committee wishes also to call to mind that, 
in order to be able to assess the merits of candidates, it can only 
base itself upon reports submitted, to it b}' the National Societies. 
These reports must therefore be as explicit as possible.

For the INTER NATION AL COMMITTEE of the Red Cross

Samuel A. GONARD, President
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Protection of Civilian Populations 
Against the Dangers of 
Indiscriminate Warfare

Geneva, May 25, 1967

To the Central Committees of National Red Cross, 
Red Crescent, Red Lion and Sun Societies

Ladies and Gentlemen,

We have the honour of enclosing the text of a memorandum 
dated May 19, 1967, addressed by the International Committee of 
the Red Cross to the Governments of States parties to the Geneva 
Conventions of 1949 and to the IVth Convention of The Hague 
of 1907, concerning the laws and customs of war on land. This 
memorandum bears on the protection of civilian populations 
against the dangers of indiscriminate warfare and, in particular, on 
the implementation of Resolution XXVIII of the XXth Inter
national Conference of the Red Cross.

In conformity with this resolution, which notably requests our 
institution to pursue the development of humanitarian law in this 
sphere and to take into consideration all possible means with a view 
to obtaining a rapid solution, the International Committee has 
made very thorough examination of the question and has notably 
undertaken a series of consultations in several continents. On 
termination of this study, the International Committee has judged 
it necessary to address the above-mentioned memorandum to all 
Governments requesting them to sanction, by an adequate instru
ment of international law, the principles set forth in Resolu
tion XXVIII, and to invite them, whilst waiting for this instrument 
to be drawn up, to reaffirm the value which they attach to these 
principles by making any appropriate official manifestation, such 
as a resolution of the United Nations General Assembly.



Furthermore, the International Committee draws the attention 
of Governments to the existing position of the rules of international 
law relative to the conduct of hostilities and whose observation is 
of direct interest to civilian populations.

In the penultimate paragraph of Resolution XXVIII, it is 
stated, in particular, that the XXth International Conference of 
the Red Cross “ requests National Societies to intervene with their 
Governments in order to obtain their collaboration for an early 
solution of this question

Convinced that the step it is taking corresponds with the 
profound concern of the Red Cross world, the International Com
mittee now wishes to express its gratitude to National Societies for 
the efforts they may consider possible to undertake to this effect.

With the assurance, Ladies and Gentlemen, of my high con
sideration.

For the International Committee 
of the Red Cross

Samuel A. GONARD
President
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Mali Red Cross Society

Geneva, September 14, 1967

To the Central Committees of the National Red Cross, Red Crescent, 
and Red Lion and Sun Societies

Ladies and Gentlemen,

We have the honour to inform you that the International 
Committee of the Red Cross gave official recognition on September 
14, 1967, to the Red Cross of Mali.

The new Society, founded in 1964, held its General Constitutive 
Assembly on August 19, 1965. On October 22 of that year, the 
Mali Red Cross made application for recognition by the Inter
national Committee of the Red Cross. The application was accom
panied by the Society’s Statutes.

The Government Decree recognizing the Mali Red Cross as an 
association of public service, together with the new Society’s annual 
report, were received by the International Committee during the 
course of the year 1966. The list of members of the Central Committee 
reached us in June 1967.

Study of these documents, made jointly with the Secretariat of 
the League of Red Cross Societies, has shown that the ten conditions 
for the recognition of a new National Society have been dulv 
fulfilled.

This recognition, which the International Committee of the Red 
Cross has pleasure in announcing to you, brings to 109 the number 
of member Societies of the International Red Cross.

The Mali Red Cross, recognized as a Voluntary Aid Society, 
auxiliary to the public authorities, is the sole National Red Cross





Society in the State. Since its foundation, the Mali Red Cross has 
set on foot an efficient organization which appears to be in a 
position to face the tasks incumbent on a National Society. Com
mittees have been installed in the chief town of each of the six 
principal regions of the country and a great effort has been made 
to establish local committees in every sphere of administration. 
During the course of the past two years, the Mali Red Cross has 
concerned itself in particular with Mali nationals expelled from 
Congo-Kinshasa and the homeless as a result of serious floods.

As regards the Society’s regular activities these consist notably 
of the training of first-aiders (more than 300 were trained in 1966) 
and blood collection for hospitals.

The Mali Red Cross is placed under the supreme authority of a 
General Assembly. Direction and administration of the Society are 
entrusted to a Central Committee consisting of 24 members. A 
directing committee of 9 members exercises all the powers which 
may be delegated to it by the Central Committee. The President of 
the Mali Red Cross is Dr. Sominé Dolo, Minister of Health and 
Social Affairs. The headquarters of the Society is at Koulouba, 
near Bamako.

The instrument of accession of the Republic of Mali to the 
Geneva Conventions of 1949 was deposited with the Swiss authori
ties on May 24, 1965.

The International Committee of the Red Cross has great 
pleasure in welcoming the Red Cross of Mali into the International 
Red Cross and accrediting it, by this circular, to all other National 
Societies. It expresses its best wishes for its future and for the 
success of its humanitarian work.

For the International Committee 
of the Red Cross:

Samuel A. GONARD

President
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Twelfth Distribution of Revenue 
from the Augusta Fund

Geneva, May 16, 1968

To the Central Committees of the National Red Cross, 
Red Crescent and Red Lion and Sun Societies

Ladies and Gentlemen,

On May 1, 1967, the International Committee of the Red Cross 
issued a circular (No. 466) inviting National Societies to lodge, 
by November 1, 1967, at the latest, their applications for alloca
tions from the twelfth distribution of Augusta Fund revenue.

The Special Commission of the International Committee respon
sible for the management of the Fund and the distribution of 
revenue therefrom met on May 16, 1968, and decided to award 
grants aggregating Sw.Fr. 13,500.— out of the available total of 
Sw.Fr. 13,720.70. In view of the large number of applications and 
the slenderness of resources, it was unfortunately not possible to 
give a favourable decision in every case, nor to allocate to each 
beneficiary as large a sum as would have been desirable.

The Commission therefore decided to make allocations as 
follows :

Sw.Frs. 3,000.— to the Cameroon Red Cross towards the purchase 
of an ambulance;

Sw.Frs. 3,000.— to the Kenya Red Cross as a contribution to the 
improvement of a home for handicapped children ;

Sw.Frs. 3,000.— to the Moroccan Red Crescent as a contribution 
to expenses of a home for infants and premature 
babies ;





Sw.Frs. 4,500.— to the Senegalese Red Cross as a contribution to 
the establishment of a milk distribution centre, 
courses in first-aid and the instruction of mothers 
of families.

The International Committee has advised the beneficiary 
Societies of the amounts being granted and now available to them. 
It also expressed the Special Commission’s specific wish to be 
informed in due course of the use made of the grant by each 
Society. Such reports will be published in the International Review 
of the Red Cross.

The International Committee will also take these into account 
in the report which it will submit to the XXIst International Con
ference of the Red Cross on the position of the Augusta Fund and 
the distribution of revenue therefrom.

In addition, having on the one hand observed the interest which 
National Societies are continuing to show in the Augusta Fund 
and on the other hand, in view of the slenderness of the Fund’s 
present revenues, resulting not only from the depreciation of money 
values since 1890, date of its foundation, but also from the increased 
needs of National Societies which have multiplied since then and 
have continuously extended the field of their activities, the Inter
national Committee has decided to study measures it could take, if 
possible, to remedy this state of affairs. It will notify National 
Societies of these in due course.

For the International Committee 
of the Red Cross

Samuel A. GONARD
President
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Kuwait Red Crescent Society

Geneva, 6th June 1968

To the Central Committees of the National Red Cross, Red Crescent,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

We have the honour to inform you that the International Com
mittee of the Red Cross on 6th June 1968 officially recognized the 
Kuwait Red Crescent Society.

This new Society, founded on 10th January 1966, applied to the 
International Committee for recognition on 28th December 1967. 
The application was accompanied by the Society’s bye-laws, a copy 
of the ordinance of 10th January 1966 and a report on the Society’s 
activities in 1966.

These documents, which were examined jointly by the Inter
national Committee and the Secretariat of the League of Red Cross 
Societies, showed that the ten qualifying conditions for recognition 
of a new National Society had been fulfilled.

This recognition, which the International Committee is pleased 
to announce, brings to 110 the total number of member Societies 
of the International Red Cross.

The Kuwait Red Crescent, as Mr. Nedim Abut, Assistant 
Secretary-General of the League, saw for himself during a visit to 
the Society in 1967, is active throughout the territory. Its two 
sections are concerned mainly with the training of voluntary 
first-aiders and the teaching of hygiene.

and Red Lion and Sun Societies
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The Kuwait government acceded to the 1949 Geneva Conven
tions on 2nd September 1967. The government and Red Crescent 
have participated in several international relief actions undertaken 
by the International Committee and the League.

The National Society's policy-making body is a nine-member 
Board of Directors. The Society’s activities are managed by an 
Executive Committee comprising Mr. Abdulaziz Hamed Al-Sager, 
President, Dr. Abdul Rahman Al-Awadi, Secretary-General, and 
two members elected by the Board. In addition, there is an Annual 
General Meeting. The Society’s headquarters are in Kuwait1.

The International Committee of the Red Cross has pleasure in 
welcoming the Kuwait Red Crescent to membership of the Inter
national Red Cross, in accrediting it and commending it, by this 
circular, to all other National Societies, and in expressing sincere 
good wishes for its future and for the success of its humanitarian 
work.

For the International Committee 
of the Red Cross

Samuel A. GONARD

President

1 Address: Kuwait Red Crescent Society, P.O. Box 1359, Kuwait. Tele
grams: Hilahmer. Telephone: 25051.
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Submission of Applications 
for the Florence Nightingale Medal 

(22nd Award - May 12, 1969)

Geneva, August 23, 1968.

To the Central Committees of the National 
Red Cross, Red Crescent and Red Lion and Sun Societies

Ladies and Gentlemen,

The 22nd award of the Florence Nightingale Medal is to take 
place in May 1969. Under the new Regulations adopted in August 
1952 by the XVIIIth International Conference of the Red Cross 
in Toronto, the International Committee will not issue more than 
36 medals, without any obligation, however, to award the whole 
number.

It may be recalled that according to Article 6 of the Regulations,
the Florence Nightingale Medal may be awarded to:

(a) trained nurses who have distinguished themselves exceptionally 
by their great devotion to wounded or sick in time of war or 
of peace.

(b) matrons or nursing organisers who have rendered exceptional 
services in connection with the care of the sick or wounded in 
time of war or of peace.

(c) voluntary aids duly registered with the Red Cross who have 
distinguished themselves exceptionally by their great devotion 
to wounded or sick in time of war or of disasters.

(d) nurses and voluntary aids of any one of the above categories 
who have fallen on active service.



Under Article 8 of the said Regulations, the Central Committees 
of National Societies, having taken all requisite advice, propose 
candidates to the International Committee of the Red Cross. They 
may propose one or more candidates; they are not, however, bound 
to submit applications for each distribution.

The signification of this distinctive award can be upheld only 
if the Central Committees make a careful and judicious choice of 
the candidates whose names they propose to submit to the Inter
national Committee.

We would remind National Society Central Committees of 
Resolution VII on the subject of the Florence Nightingale Medal, 
adopted by the XXth International Conference of the Red Cross 
in Vienna in October 1965:

The XXth International Conference of the Red Cross

having received the Report of the International Committee of the 
Red Cross on the Awards of the Florence Nightingale Medal,

accepts this Report,

thanks the ICRC for its administration,

considers that the Florence Nightingale Medal is the highest inter
national distinction awarded for great devotion and exceptional services 
in the field of nursing,

considers further that the great significance of the said Medal should 
he maintained,

recalls that a maximum of 36 Medals can be awarded every two 
years whereas there are at present 110 National Red Cross, Red 
Crescent and Red Lion and Sun Societies,

recommends that National Societies

1. proceed with the greatest care in the choice of their candidates ;
2. propose only candidates to the ICRC who fully meet the criteria 

laid down in the Regulations approved by the XVIIIth Interna
tional Conference of the Red Cross (Toronto, 1952) ;

3. facilitate the task of the ICRC by communicating to it as complete 
information as possible on candidates to enable it to make its 
selection in full knowledge of the facts.

The Medal was instituted, not to crown a career, however 
deserving of merit, but to reward outstanding acts of devotion and 
as a recognition of exceptional moral and professional qualities.
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Submission of Applications 
for the Florence Nightingale Medal 

(22nd Award - May 12, 1969)

Geneva, August 23, 1968

QUESTIONNAIRE

CANDIDATE PROPOSED

- by

National Society

Name and first names of candidate (underline the name) ....

Designation (Mrs., Miss, Sister, etc. : state the candidate’s usual designation, title 

and form of address) : ......................................................................................................

Present functions :

Place and date of birth :...

Nationalitj-: 

Address :.....

Graduate Nurse—Voluntary Aid :



State Diploma (description and date of issue) :

Red Cross, Red Crescent, Red Lion and Sun Diploma for professional 

Certificate for Voluntary Aids (description and date of issue) :

nurses or

Record of service :



Qualifications. (It is essential to give as much detail as possible relating to disting

uished and exceptional acts of devotion to duty to justify the application) :

Central Committees are invited to propose their candidates before March 1, 1969 
for the awards to be made on May 12, 1969. Any application, with the required 
particulars, not received by that date will be held over by the International Com
mittee for consideration on the occasion of a subsequent award.





We should like to draw attention to the fact that, according 
to Article 9, all nominations must reach the International Com
mittee of the Red Cross in Geneva before March 1, 1969. Applica
tions not received by that date with all the particulars required, 
will be held over by the International Committee for consideration 
on the occasion of a subsequent award.

The number of applications submitted for the Florence Night
ingale Medal has considerably increased during the past few years. 
This is only natural in view of the fact that several new National 
Societies have recently been recognized. The result of this, how
ever, is to make the selection of candidates more and more difficult. 
We earnestly request National Societies to complete the attached 
questionnaire in as detailed a manner as possible, by indicating all 
records of service and all reasons in justification of the candidate, in 
particular the conditions in which she gave proof of outstanding 
moral and professional qualities. Otherwise the International 
Committee might, to its great regret, find itself obliged to consider 
only applications submitted according to these criteria.

Yours sincerely,

for the International Committee 
of the Red Cross

Samuel A. GONARD

President
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Geneva, 8th August 1968

To the Central Committees of the National Red Cross, Red Crescent, 
and Red Lion and Sun Societies.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

We have the honour to inform you that the International Com
mittee of the Red Cross on 8th August 1968 officially recognized the 
Guyana Red Cross Society.

This new Society, founded in 1967, applied to the International 
Committee for recognition on 15th February 1968. The application 
was accompanied by the Society’s Rules and Regulations, a copy of 
the Ordinance of 21st December 1967 (Guyana Red Cross Society 
Incorporation Act), together with a report on the Society’s activi
ties in 1966 and a financial statement.

These documents, which were examined jointly by the Interna
tional Committee and the Secretariat of the League of Red Cross 
Societies, showed that the ten qualifying conditions for recognition 
of a new National Society had been fulfilled.

This recognition, which the International Committee is pleased 
to announce, brings to 111 the total number of member Societies 
of the International Red Cross.

The Secretary-General of the League, Mr. Henrik Beer visited 
the Red Cross of Guyana in 1967 and was able to see the effective 
work it is carrying out throughout the territory.
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By its declaration of continuity on 22nd July 1968, Guyana \
has become the one hundred and twentieth State party to the 
Geneva Conventions of 1949.

The National Society’s chief authority is a council comprising 
the directors of the Society. Between this council’s sessions the 
Society’s activities are managed by its Chairman, Mr. H. B. S. Boi
lers, Minister of Justice. The Directress is Mrs. S. Matthews.
Moreover, a general assembly meets each year. The Society’s 
headquarters are in Georgetown.1

The International Committee of the Red Cross has pleasure in 
welcoming the Guyana Red Cross to membership of the Inter
national Red Cross, in accrediting it and commending it, by this 
circular, to all other National Societies, and in expressing sincere 
good wishes for its future and for the success of its humanitarian 
work.

For the International Committee 
of the Red Cross

Samuel A. GONARD

President

1 The address of the new Society is : Guyana Red Cross Society, P.O. Box 
351, Eve Leary, Georgetown. Telephone: 5174; Telegrams: Guycross, 
Georgetown.
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Geneva, January 9, 1969.

To the Central Committees of the National Red Cross, Red Crescent 
and Red Lion and Sun Societies

Ladies and Gentlemen,

Some months ago Mr. Samuel A. Gonard informed the Inter
national Committee of his wish, for reasons of age, to be relieved 
of his presidential office which he had held for over four years.

The International Committee has agreed to this request with 
great regret, expressing to Mr. Gonard its appreciation of the 
devotion with which he has carried out his task and for the con
siderable services he has rendered to the Red Cross cause.

The International Committee has unanimously elected Mr. Mar
cel A. Naville, a member of that institution since 1967, in succession 
to Mr. Gonard. Because of professional commitments the new 
President will not be taking over his duties until early summer, the 
interim period being assured by Mr. Hans Bachmann and 
Mr. Jacques Freymond, the two Vice-Presidents.

Born in 1919 in Geneva, Mr. Naville graduated at the university 
there in the humanities.

During the Second World War he was attached to the Foreign 
Interests Division of the Federal Political Department in Berne 
and subsequently became a member of the Legal Department of 
the International Committee where he was able to acquaint himself 
with Red Cross activities in Geneva and in the world.

* * *





After studies in Rome and Paris he took up banking as a career 
and is now the director of one of the large banks in Geneva.

By calling on Mr. Marcel A. Naville, the International Commit
tee has the certainty of having entrusted its presidency to someone 
who will devote all his forces to defending and maintaining the 
work of the Red Cross to which his family is traditionally linked. 
He is in fact the grandson of Edouard Naville who was President 
" ad interim ” of the International Committee in 1917 and replaced 
Gustave Ador as head of the International Prisoners of War 
Agency.

The International Committee is pleased that Mr. Naville will 
very shortly become its spokesman in the world Red Cross com
munity and it counts, as in the past, on the support which the 
National Societies have always so faithfully brought it.

Yours sincerely,

INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE 
OF THE RED CROSS
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Twenty-second award of the 
Florence Nightingale Medal

Geneva, May 12, 1969

To the Central Committees of National Red Cross, 
Red Crescent, Red Lion and Sun Societies

Ladies and Gentlemen,

In its Circular No. 472 of August 23, 1968, the International 
Committee of the Red Cross had the honour to invite the Central 
Committees of National Societies to send in the names of nurses 
and voluntary aids whom they judged qualified to receive the 
Florence Nightingale Medal. This invitation, which quoted Article 1 
of the Regulations, was accompanied by questionnaires bearing 
various headings for the candidatures.

The first object of this Medal is to honour nurses and voluntary 
aids who have distinguished themselves exceptionally by their 
devotion to sick or wounded in the difficult and perilous situations 
which often prevail in times of war or public disasters. The Regula
tions also provide that a maximum number of 36 medals shall be 
awarded every two years and that the candidates’ names must 
reach the International Committee of the Red Cross before March 1 
of the year in which the distribution takes place.

In accordance with these Regulations, the International Com
mittee, after a careful study of the 38 files submitted by 25 National 
Societies, has the pleasure of announcing that for the Twenty- 
second Distribution the Medal has been awarded to the following 
nurses and voluntary aids 1 :

1 Since the designation, qualifications and duties of nursing personnel do 
not always have an exact equivalent in the various languages, it seemed to 
be preferable to leave them as in the original text.
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Australia :

1. Colonel Edna Nell Doig, Graduate Nurse, Midwife, Infant
Welfare Certificate, Diploma of Nursing Administration. 
Matron-in-Chief and Director of Army Nursing Service.

2. Mrs. Jean Elsie Ferguson, Graduate Nurse, Midwife. Former
Matron, Repatriation General Hospital, Hollywood— 
responsible to the Medical Superintendent for the adminis
tration of the hospital nursing services.

3. Sister Kathleen Tweedy, Graduate Nurse, Midwife. Senior
Sister, Red Cross Blood Transfusion Service, Papua and 
New Guinea.

Chile:

4. Señora Elisa Ripamonti de Bitlnes, enfermera voluntaria de la
Cruz Roja Chilena. Presidenta de la Asociación Cruz Roja 
Providencia-Las Condes.

Czechoslovakia :

5. Madame Helena Misurdovd, auxiliaire volontaire de la Croix-
Rouge. Fonctionnaire active de la Croix-Rouge tchécoslo
vaque.

Denmark:

6. Miss Elisabeth H. Larsen, State Registered Nurse, Executive
Director, Institute of Post-Basic Nursing Education, 
Aarhus University, Aarhus.

Finland:

7. Miss Irja Pohjala, Graduate Nurse. Former Principal of the
College of Nursing, Helsinki.

France:

8. Mademoiselle Jeanne Euverte, Infirmière diplômée. Ancienne
infirmière militaire retraitée, continuant à donner des 
soins dans un dispensaire.

9. Mademoiselle Lucile Cantan, Infirmière diplômée. Directrice de
l’Ecole des Elèves Infirmières de la Croix-Rouge française 
à Nîmes.

Germany (Federal Republic) :

10. Frau Generaloberin Johanna Held, Diplomierte Kranken
schwester. Oberin der Schwesternschaft München vom 
Bayerischen Roten Kreuz.
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Great Britain :

11. Miss Eva G. Lancaster, M.B.E., State Registered Nurse,
Midwife. Nursing post in residential Home for Elderly 
People. Member of the Sussex Branch of the British Red 
Cross Society.

Hungary:

12. Mademoiselle Sarolta Deme, infirmière diplômée. Chef et direc
trice du Bureau des Cours sanitaires professionnels du 
Ministère de la Santé.

13. Madame Smidèliusz Ernôné, née Laborczi Ilona, infirmière
diplômée et assistante sociale. Infirmière visiteuse de 
quartier. Secrétaire en travail social volontaire d’une 
organisation locale de la Croix-Rouge hongroise, membre 
du Comité permanent de la Santé publique du district.

Indonesia:

14. Mrs. R. Murtasiah Soepomo, State Diplomas in General
Nursing and Midwifery.

Italy :

15. Mademoiselle Anna Maria Platter, Diplôme d’infirmière pro
fessionnelle d’Etat de l’Ecole d’infirmières professionnelles 
de la Croix-Rouge italienne de Rome, Certificat d’habilita
tion aux Fonctions Dirigeantes de l’Ecole sus-mentionnée. 
Chargée de la supervision et de la coordination des 
Ecoles pour Infirmières professionnelles gérées par la 
Croix-Rouge italienne de Matera, Catanzaro et Potenza.

Japan :

16. Mrs. Shizu Koyama, Graduate Nurse. Head Nurse of the
Japanese Red Cross Shizuoka Prefectural Chapter.

17. Miss Sei Tozawa, Graduate Nurse. Director, Nursing Depart
ment Japanese Red Cross Wakayama Hospital.

18. Miss Sato Takahashi, Graduate Nurse. Former General Head
Nurse of Yagoto National Sanatorium.

Korea (Republic) :

19. Mrs. Kim, Kwon Sok-Hei, Graduate Nurse, Midwife. Head of
Nursing Department of Kyung-Puk Medical College.

20. Miss New, Soon-Han, Graduate Nurse. Director of Nursing
Service and advisor of nursing school at the National 
Medical Centre in Korea.

Lebanon:

21. Madame Nabila Saab Drooby, Infirmière diplômée. Membre du
Comité Central, Vice-Présidente de la Croix-Rouge 
libanaise de la Jeunesse, Membre du Comité de l’Ensei
gnement.
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Mongolia (People’s Republic) :

22. Mrs. Danzangin Therma, Professional nurse. Senior nurse at the
Surgical Department of the Central Army Hospital of the 
Mongolian People’s Republic.

Netherlands:

23. Miss Lidwina M. Ch. W. Verlinden, Graduate Nurse.

New Zealand:

24. Sister Moya Clare McTamney, Graduate Nurse, Midwife.
Nursing Member of the New Zealand Red Cross Society’s 
Welfare Team in South Vietnam.

Pakistan :

25. Mrs. Mumtaz Fainda Khan, Graduate Nurse and Midwife.
Nursing Superintendent, Nursing administration of the 
Nursing Staff in the Sir Ganga Ram Hospital, Lahore, and 
the Nurses’ Training School.

Philippines:

26. Mrs. Elisa R. Ochoa, Graduate Nurse. President and Chairman
of the Board of Directors, Butuan Puericulture Centre. 
Vice Chairman, Agusan Red Cross Chapter.

27. Miss Felipa T. Javalera, Graduate Nurse. Former Adminis
trative Assistant—Nursing Department, National Head
quarters, Philippine National Red Cross.

Poland :

28. Madame Zofia Muszka, Infirmière diplômée. Inspecteur supé
rieur d’infirmières au Comité Central du Service de la 
Santé du Ministère des Transports.

29. Madame Maria Hadera, Infirmière diplômée. Ancienne moni
trice dans le service municipal de santé à Katowice.

30. Madame Florentyna Wronska Kaczmarska, Infirmière diplômée.
Directrice d’une crèche.

South Africa:

31. Professor Doctor Charlotte Searle, Graduate Nurse, Midwife,
Sister Tutor, Diploma of Hospital Administration. 
Directress of the Division of Professional Development of 
the South African Nursing Association.

32. Miss Agnes Wilson Simpson, Graduate Nurse, Sister Tutor,
Diploma in Hospital Administration and Allied Services. 
Matron-in-Chief, Baragwanath Hospital, Johannesburg.
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U.S.A. :
33. Dean Frances Reiter, Graduate registered nurse. Teachers Col

lege, Columbia University B.S., Nursing Ed. and M.A. 
Teaching Biological Sciences. Dean and Professor of 
Nursing, Graduate School of Nursing, New York Medical 
College.

The medals and diplomas, accompanied in each case by a 
photogravure reproduction of the portrait of Florence Nightingale, 
will be sent as quickly as possible to the Central Committees. The 
International Committee of the Red Cross would like to receive 
acknowledgments of their receipt in due course.

The Committee would be grateful if the Medals could be pre
sented in the course of this year and requests the Central Com
mittees to give the ceremony a character of solemnity as the foun
ders of this distinction desired. It would be pleased to publish in 
the International Review of the Red Cross an account—if possible 
with photographs—of the ceremony organized in this connection. 
It requests National Societies to send it the necessary material for 
such publication not later than the end of February 1970.

The International Committee wishes also to call to mind that, 
in order to be able to assess the merits of candidates, it can only 
base itself upon reports submitted to it by the National Societies. 
These reports must therefore be as explicit as possible.

For the International Committee of the Red Cross 

Marcel A. NAVILLE, President
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Recognition of the 
Somali Red Crescent Society

Geneva, July 3, 1969

To the Central Committees of the National Red Cross, Red Crescent 
and Red Lion and Sun Societies

Ladies and Gentlemen,

We have the honour to inform you that the International 
Committee of the Red Cross on 3 July 1969 officially recognized 
the Somali Red Crescent Society.

The new Society, founded in 1963, formally applied to the 
International Committee for recognition on 9 April 1967. Some 
improvements and modifications to the statutes being considered 
necessary, these were realized in May 1969.

Joint examination with the League of Red Cross Societies, 
which took place on 18 June 1969, showed that the ten qualifying 
conditions for recognition of a new National Society had been 
fulfilled.

This recognition, which the International Committee is pleased 
to announce, brings to 112 the total number of member Societies 
of the International Red Cross.

The Somali Red Crescent, recognized as a Voluntary Aid Society, 
auxiliary to the public authorities, is the sole National Red Crescent 
Society in the State. It is well organized and appears to be in a 
position to face the tasks incumbent on a National Society. It is
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widely present in various parts of the country. During the course 
of the past few years, the Somali Red Crescent has dealt in particular 
with relief to refugees and the shipwrecked.

As regards the Society’s regular activities, these consist notably 
of training in first-aid and assistance to those in need.

The Somali Red Crescent enjoys considerable autonomy. 
Members of the Government are in a minority in the different 
bodies of the Society.

The Somali Red Crescent has already been visited by representa
tives of the League of Red Cross Societies and in January 1967 by 
Mr. Hoffmann, Delegate-General of the International Committee 
of the Red Cross for Africa. The address of the new Society is as 
follows: P.O. Box 937, Mogadiscio.

The International Committee of the Red Cross has great 
pleasure in welcoming the Somali Red Crescent to the Inter
national Red Cross and accrediting it, by this circular, to the other 
National Societies. It expresses its best wishes for its future and 
for the success of its humanitarian work.

For the International Committee 
of the Red Cross

Marcel A. NAVILLE

President
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Recognition of the 

Botswana Red Cross Society+
-arma ca11

Geneva, 5 February 1970

To the Central Committees of the National Red Cross, Red Crescent 
and Red Lion and Sun Societies

Ladies and Gentlemen,

We have the honour to inform you that the International 
Committee of the Red Cross on 5 February 1970 officially recognized 
the Botswana Red Cross Society.

The new Society formally applied for recognition by the Inter
national Committee by letter received on 14 October 1969. Its 
request was accompanied by various documents including a copy 
of its Statutes and of the Ordinance of 1 March 1968, together with 
a statement of adherence to the Statutes of the International Red 
Cross and a report on the Society’s activities in 1968.

These documents, which were examined jointly by the Inter
national Committee and the Secretariat of the League of Red Cross 
Societies, showed that the ten qualifying conditions for recognition 
of a new National Society had been fulfilled.

This recognition which the International Committee is pleased 
to announce, brings to 113 the total number of member Societies 
of the International Red Cross.

As the representatives of the International Committee and the 
League of Red Cross Societies were able to observe during their
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visits in 1968 and 1969, the Red Cross of Botswana is active through
out the territory. It is concerned, amongst others, with instruction 
in first-aid and the rules of hygiene, with infant care, blood trans
fusion and aid to refugees.

The Government of the Republic of Botswana acceded to the 
1949 Geneva Conventions on 29 March 1968. The autonomous 
character of the Society is provided for in the Statutes and is 
guaranteed by the above-mentioned Ordinance. The President of 
the Society is Lady Khama. Its headquarters are at Gaberones 1.

The International Committee of the Red Cross has pleasure in 
welcoming the Botswana Red Cross to membership of the Inter
national Red Cross, in accrediting it and commending it, by this 
circular, to all other National Societies, and in expressing sincere 
good wishes for its future and for the success of its humanitarian 
work.

For the International Committee 
of the Red Cross

Marcel A. NAVILLE

President

1 The address of the new Society is as follows : Botswana Red Cross Society, 
P.O. Box 565, Gaberones.
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Geneva, 15 April 1970

To the Central Committees of Red Cross, Red Crescent and Red Lion
and Sun Societies

Ladies and Gentlemen; fir •

The XXIst International Conference of the Red Cross, meeting 
at Istanbul in September 1969, devoted its Resolution XIII to 
the reaffirmation and development of the laws and customs applica
ble in armed conflicts. That resolution, the text of which is appended 
hereto, assigns to the International Committee of the Red Cross 
some heavy tasks, in particular that of drawing up proposals in that 
field for submission to governments.

The International Committee set to work immediately after the 
Conference, for the undertaking is of obvious urgency. With the 
assistance of consultants of various nationalities, the International 
Committee is at this moment compiling full documentary material 
containing concrete proposals which it intends to submit in the Spring 
of 1971 to a conference of governmental experts who, in accordance 
with the aforesaid resolution, should be representative of the world’s 
main legal and social systems. That conference, to which some thirty 
governments will be invited to send experts nmy be followed by a 
second.

The International Committee hopes to be able in this way to 
draft proposals likely to meet with approval as widely as possible 
and which it will submit to all States parties to the Geneva Con
ventions.

In addition, complying with the wish expressed by the Inter
national Conference of the Red Cross, the Committee is maintaining



close liaison with the United Nations Organization, and particularly 
with the Secretary-General. It was represented, inter alia, at the 
General Assembly’s proceedings which resulted in Resolution 2597 
encouraging the Secretary-General to continue his studies in co
operation with the International Committee, with particular atten
tion to certain subjects. A representative of the Committee also 
attended the meeting of the Human Rights Commission in March 
1970 at New York, when it examined the Secretary-General’s 
report. Moreover, to co-operate with the Secretary-General in these 
studies, as desired by the General Assembly, the International 
Committee will provide him with a preliminary report on non
international armed conflicts, guerrilla warfare, and the status of 
irregular combatants.

Furthermore, as the Istanbul Resolution XIII encourages it, 
with a view to co-ordination of work, the ICRC continues to 
concern itself actively for the studies and events, often of genuine 
value, which private organizations devote to certain aspects of 
humanitarian law. It has given accounts of some of those events in 
its periodical publications.

As it has always done in matters of this kind, the International 
Committee is making a point of associating National Societies 
closely in this important undertaking. It will keep them regularly 
informed on progress, either in circular letters or in news bulletins. 
It expresses the hope that National Societies will forthwith send it 
any advice or suggestions they wish to offer. Already at this present 
stage, any further remarks concerning the two reports entitled 
" Reaffirmation and Development of the Laws and Customs applica
ble in Armed Conflicts ” and “ Protection of Victims of Non-Inter
national Conflicts ” which the Committee submitted to the XXIst 
International Conference will be of the greatest value.

If National Societies particularly interested in these problems so 
wish, the International Committee would be prepared to convene 
them to a meeting, so that they may exchange their observations 
with it and among themselves. Such a meeting could take place 
either at the end of this year or at the beginning of 1971, as it would 
be useful to hold it before the conference of governmental experts 
advocated by the XXIst Conference.

The International Committee thanks beforehand those National 
Societies which, following this circular, are kind enough to let it have 
their suggestions.

Yours sincerely,

For the International Committee 
of the Red Cross/

Marcel A. NAVILLE

President



THE XXIst INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE OF THE RED CROSS

RESOLUTION XIII

Reaffirmation and Development of the Laws and Customs 
applicable in Armed Conflicts

The XXIst International Conference of the Red Cross,
considering that armed conflicts and other forms of violence which 

continue to rage in the world, continuously imperil peace and the values 
of humanity,

noting that, in order to strive against such dangers, the limits imposed 
upon the waging of hostilities by the requirements of humanity and the 
dictates of the public conscience should be continuously reaffirmed and 
defined,

recalling the resolutions previously adopted on this matter by Inter
national Conferences of the Red Cross and, in particular, Resolution 
No. XXVIII of the XXth International Conference,

recognizing the importance of the United Nations General Assembly 
Resolution No. 2444 adopted on 19 December 1968 on respect for human 
rights in armed conflicts, as well as Resolution No. 2454 adopted on 
20 December 1968,

having taken note with gratitude of the work undertaken by the ICRC 
in this field, following Resolution No. XXVIII of the XXth International 
Conference and, in particular, of the extensive report which the ICRC has 
prepared on this subject,

underlines the necessity and the urgency of reaffirming and develop
ing humanitarian rules of international law applicable in armed conflicts 
of all kinds, in order to strengthen the effective protection of the funda
mental rights of human beings, in keeping with the Geneva Conventions 
of 1949,

requests the ICRC on the basis of its report to pursue actively its 
efforts in this regard with a view to

1. proposing, as soon as possible, concrete rules which would sup
plement the existing humanitarian law,

2. inviting governmental, Red Cross and other exp.erts representing 
the principal legal and social systems in the world to meet for 
consultations with the ICRC on these proposals,

3. submitting such proposals to Governments for their comments, 
and,

4. if it is deemed desirable, recommending the appropriate authorities 
to convene one or more diplomatic conferences of States parties 
to the Geneva Conventions and other interested States, in order 
to elaborate international legal instruments incorporating those 
proposals,

encourages the ICRC to maintain and develop, in accordance with 
the United Nations General Assembly Resolution No. 2444, the co-opera
tion established with that organisation in order to harmonize the various 
studies undertaken, and to collaborate with all other official and private 
organisations with a view to ensuring the co-ordination of such studies,

requests National Red Cross Societies to create active public interest 
in such a cause, which is of concern to all mankind,

urges all Governments to support the efforts of the International Red
Cross in this respect.
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THE XXIst INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE OF THE RED CROSS

RESOLUTION XIII

Reaffirmation and Development of the Laws and Customs 
applicable in Armed Conflicts

The XXIst International Conference of the Red Cross,
considering that armed conflicts and other forms of violence which 

continue to rage in the world, continuously imperil peace and the values 
of humanity,

noting that, in order to strive against such dangers, the limits imposed 
upon the waging of hostilities by the requirements of humanity and the 
dictates of the public conscience should be continuously reaffirmed and 
defined,

recalling the resolutions previously adopted on this matter by Inter
national Conferences of the Red Cross and, in particular, Resolution 
No. XXVIII of the XXth International Conference,

recognizing the importance of the United Nations General Assembly 
Resolution No. 2444 adopted on 19 December 1968 on respect for human 
rights in armed conflicts, as well as Resolution No. 2454 adopted on 
20 December 1968,

having taken note with gratitude of the work undertaken by the ICRC 
in this field, following Resolution No. XXVIII of the XXth International 
Conference and, in particular, of the extensive report which the ICRC has 
prepared on this subject,

underlines the necessity and the urgency of reaffirming and develop
ing humanitarian rules of international law applicable in armed conflicts 
of all kinds, in order to strengthen the effective protection of the funda
mental rights of human beings, in keeping with the Geneva Conventions 
of 1949,

requests the ICRC on the basis of its report to pursue actively its 
efforts in this regard with a view to

1. proposing, as soon as possible, concrete rules which would sup
plement the existing humanitarian law,

2. inviting governmental, Red Cross and other experts representing 
the principal legal and social systems in the world to meet for 
consultations with the ICRC on these proposals,

3. submitting such proposals to Governments for their comments, 
and,

4. if it is deemed desirable, recommending the appropriate authorities 
to convene one or more diplomatic conferences of States parties 
to the Geneva Conventions and other interested States, in order 
to elaborate international legal instruments incorporating those 
proposals,

encourages the ICRC to maintain and develop, in accordance with 
the United Nations General Assembly Resolution No. 2444, the co-opera
tion established with that organisation in order to harmonize the various 
studies undertaken, and to collaborate with all other official and private 
organisations with a view to ensuring the co-ordination of such studies,

requests National Red Cross Societies to create active public interest 
in such a cause, which is of concern to all mankind,

urges all Governments to support the efforts of the International Red
Cross in this respect.
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Translation CIRCULAR No. 479
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ARMA ca*

Submission of Applications 
for the Florence Nightingale Medal 

(23rd Award - May 12, 1971)

Geneva, August 23, 1970.

To the Central Committees of the National 
Red Cross, Red Crescent and Red Lion and Sun Societies

Ladies and Gentlemen,

The 23rd award of the Florence Nightingale Medal is to take 
place in May 1971. Under the new Regulations adopted in August 
1952 by the XVIIIth International Conference of the Red Cross 
in Toronto, the International Committee will not issue more than 
36 medals, without any obligation, however, to award the whole 
number.

It may be recalled that according to Article 6 of the Regulations,
the Florence Nightingale Medal may be awarded to :

(a) trained nurses who have distinguished themselves exceptionally 
by their great devotion to wounded or sick in time of war or 
of peace.

(b) matrons or nursing organisers who have rendered exceptional 
services in connection with the care of the sick or wounded in 
time of war or of peace.

(c) voluntary aids duly registered with the Red Cross who have 
distinguished themselves exceptionally by their great devotion 
to wounded or sick in time of war or of disasters.

(d) nurses and voluntary aids of any one of the above categories 
who have fallen on active service.
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Under Article 8 of the said Regulations, the Central Committees 
of National Societies, having taken all requisite advice, propose 
candidates to the International Committee of the Red Cross. They 
may propose one or more candidates ; they are not, however, bound 
to submit applications for each distribution.

The signification of this distinctive award can be upheld only 
if the Central Committees make a careful and judicious choice of 
the candidates whose names they propose to submit to the Inter
national Committee.

We would remind National Society Central Committees of 
Resolution VII on the subject of the Florence Nightingale Medal, 
adopted by the XXth International Conference of the Red Cross 
in Vienna in October 1965 :

The XXth International Conference of the Red Cross

having received the Report of the International Committee of the 
Red Cross on the Awards of the Florence Nightingale Medal,

accepts this Report,

thanks the ICRC for its administration,

considers that the Florence Nightingale Medal is the highest inter
national distinction awarded for great devotion and exceptional services 
in the field of nursing,

considers further that the great significance of the said Medal should 
be maintained,

recalls that a maximum of 36 Medals can be awarded every two 
years whereas there are at present no National Red Cross, Red 
Crescent and Red Lion and Sun Societies,

recommends that National Societies

1. proceed with the greatest care in the choice of their candidates ;

2. propose only candidates to the ICRC who fully meet the criteria 
laid down in the Regulations approved by the XVIIIth Inter
national Conference of the Red Cross (Toronto, 1952);

3. facilitate the task of the ICRC by communicating to it as complete 
information as possible on candidates to enable it to make its 
selection in full knowledge of the facts.

The Medal was instituted, not to crown a career, however 
deserving of merit, but to reward outstanding acts of devotion and 
as a recognition of exceptional moral and professional qualities.
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Submission of Applications 
for the Florence Nightingale Medal 

(23rd Award - May 12, 1971)

Geneva, August 23, 1970.

QUESTIONNAIRE

CANDIDATE PROPOSED

by

National Society.

Name and first names of candidate (underline the name)

Designation (Mrs., Miss, Sister, etc. : state the candidate’s usual designation, title 

and form of address) :.....................................................................................................

Present functions :

Place and date of birth : ..

Nationality : 

Address :....

Graduate Nurse—Voluntary Aid :





State Diploma (description and date of issue) :

Red Cross, Red Crescent, Red Lion and Sun Diploma for professional nurses or 

Certificate for Voluntary Aids (description and date of issue) :

Record of service :





Qualifications. (It is essential to give as much detail as possible relating to disting

uished and exceptional acts of devotion to duty to justify the application) :

Central Committees are invited to propose their candidates before March 1, 1971 
for the awards to be made on May 12, 1971. Any application, with the required 
particulars, not received by that date will be held over by the International Com
mittee for consideration on the occasion of a subsequent award.





We should like to draw attention to the fact that, according 
to Article 9, all nominations must reach the International Com
mittee of the Red Cross in Geneva before March 1, 1971. Applica
tions not received by that date with all the particulars required, 
will be hold over by the International Committee for consideration 
on the occasion of a subsequent award.

The number of applications submitted for the Florence Night
ingale Medal has considerably increased during the past few years. 
This is only natural in view of the fact that several new National 
Societies have recently been recognized. The result of this, however, 
is to make the selection of candidates more and more difficult. 
We earnestly request National Societies to complete the attached 
questionnaire in as detailed a manner as possible, by indicating all 
records of service and all reasons in justification of the candidate, 
in particular the conditions in which she gave proof of outstanding 
moral and professional qualities. Otherwise the International 
Committee might, to its great regret, find itself obliged to consider 
only applications submitted according to these criteria.

Yours sincerely,

for the International Committee 
of the Red Cross

Marcel A. NA VILLE
President



Translation CIRCULAR No. 480
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+
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Recognition of the Malawi 
Red Cross Society

Geneva, 23 July 1970

To the Central Committees of the National Red Cross, Red Crescent 
and Red Lion and Sun Societies

Ladies and Gentlemen,

We have the honour to inform you that the International 
Committee of the Red Cross on 23 July 1970 officially recognized 
the Malawi Red Cross Society.

The new Society formally applied for recognition by the Inter
national Committee on 10 December 1969.Its request was supported 
by various documents including a copy of its Statutes and of 
the Act of 13 January 1967, and a letter containing, inter alia, 
a statement of adherence to the Statutes of the International 
Red Cross, received on 21 May 1970.

These documents, which were examined jointly by the Inter
national Committee and the Secretariat of the League of Red Cross 
Societies, showed that the ten qualifying conditions for recognition 
of a new National Society had been fulfilled.

This recognition which the International Committee is pleased 
to announce, brings to 114 the total number of member Societies 
of the International Red Cross.

The Malawi Red Cross, which was visited in 1968 and 1969 
and on other occasions by representatives of the International 
Committee and of the League of Red Cross Societies, is active
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throughout the territory, It is concerned, inter alia, with instruction 
in first-aid, blood transfusion, assistance to the victims of natural 
disasters and the welfare of orphans.

The Government of the Republic of Malawi acceded to the 1949 
Geneva Conventions on 5 January 1968. The autonomous character 
of the Society is provided for in the Statutes and is guaranteed by 
the above-mentioned Act. The National Chairman of the Society 
is H. E. The Honorable A. A. Muwalo. Its headquarters are at 
Blantyre. 1

The International Committee of the Red Cross has pleasure 
in welcoming the Malawi Red Cross to membership of the Inter
national Red Cross, in accrediting it and commending it, by this 
circular , to all other National Societies, and in expressing sincere 
good wishes for its future and for the success of its humanitarian 
work.

For the International Committee 
of the Red Cross

Marcel A. NAVILLE
President

1 Address of the new Society : Malawi Red Cross Society, Box 247, Blantyre.





Circular No. 481

COMITÉ INTERNATIONAL DE LA CROIX-ROUGE

Geneva, 28 October 1970

CONFERENCE OF RED CROSS EXPERTS ON THE 
REAFFIRMATION AND DEVELOPMENT OF INTERNATIONAL 
HUMANITARIAN LAW APPLICABLE IN ARMED CONFLICTS

To the Central Committees of National 
Red Cross, Red Crescent and Red Lion and Sun Societies

Ladies and Gentlemen,

In its circular No. 478 of 15 April 1970, the Inter
national Committee of the Red Cross had the honour to inform 
you of its work since the XXIst International Conference of 
the Red Cross with a view to the reaffirmation and develop
ment of international humanitarian law applicable in armed 
conflicts, consistent with several resolutions adopted by 
that conference.

The International Committee stressed also its desire 
to associate closely, as usual, the National Societies in 
this important undertaking and its readiness, if National 
Societies giving special attention to these problems so de
sired, to convene them to a conference at which they might 
exchange views among themselves and with it.
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The International Committee is pleased to inform you 
that, in view of the favourable response from many Societies, 
it has decided to organize, for the beginning of next year, a 
conference to which Societies specially interested in these 
problems may delegate experts. In addition, as it had the 
pleasure of stating at the informative meeting it held last 
September, during the meeting of the League Executive Com
mittee, the Netherlands Red Cross, in keeping with the active 
interest it has always shown for this work, has kindly offered 
to welcome the conference in the Peace Palace (at the premises 
of the International Law Academy), in The Hague. It will there
fore be in that town that the conference, which the Interna
tional Committee will convene in agreement with the Nether
lands Red Cross, will take place from 1 to 6 March 1971.

The results of the meeting, which will be of a purely 
Red Cross character, may be communicated to the Conference of 
Government Experts which will take place three months later in 
Geneva, from 24 May to 12 June 1971, and which some forty go
vernment experts will attend.

As customary for such meetings, travel expenses and the 
cost of staying in The Hague will be borne by the delegations. 
The Netherlands Red Cross will shortly send all National So
cieties relevant information on arrangements for the meeting 
and accommodation in The Hague.

The main purpose of the meeting will be to proceed to a 
wide exchange of views on the matters dealt with in several of 
the International Committee's reports on the reaffirmation and 
development of international humanitarian law to the XXIst In
ternational Conference and which are, inter alia, the subject 
matters of that Conference's resolutions XIII to XVIII. A list 
of these subjects is attached hereto. In the framework of this 
exchange of views, National Societies may raise problems which 
are of increasing concern to the International Red Cross by 
reason of the armed conflicts and tensions which have arisen 
in the last few years and which often place heavy responsibil
ity for practical action upon the shoulders of National Socie
ties .

The International Committee should be grateful to Na
tional Societies if they would let it have their suggestions 
concerning the enclosed list of subjects for discussion. A 
more detailed provisional programme - for which the Interna
tional Committee will take into consideration suggestions
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received - will in due course be sent to National Societies. 
They will also receive a copy of the documentary material, 
accompanied by concrete proposals, which the International 
Committee is preparing for the meeting of governmental ex
perts and which it will send to the governments concerned at 
the beginning of next year.

As mentioned in its aforesaid circular, the Interna
tional Committee is maintaining close liaison with the United 
Nations, particularly its Secretary-General. Consistent with 
the co-operation recommended by the UN General Assembly reso
lution 2597 (XXIV), it has periodically supplied the UN Se
cretary-General with documents and information on the legal 
studies under way and it is following with attention the work 
of the twenty-fifth session of the General Assembly, parti
cularly that relating to its agenda item 47 : "Respect for 
Human Rights in Armed Conflicts".

In order to make the necessary arrangements for the 
organization of the meeting, in co-operation with the Nether
lands Red Cross, the International Committee asks National 
Societies which intend to delegate one or more experts to the 
meeting to advise it thereof as soon as possible and not later 
than the end of November 1970.

Yours sincerely,

For the International Committee 
of the Red Cross

Marcel A. Naville 
President
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Annex

I. LIST OF SUBJECTS FOR DISCUSSION

In the following list, the indications between brackets 
under each chapter-heading are not exhaustive and are 
mentioned chiefly as examples. The list does not préjugé 
that the International Committee of the Red Cross will 
suggest that the conference should examine these items 
in the order given.

1. Measures intended to reinforce the implementation, in
armed conflicts, of existing international humanitarian
law
(Dissemination of humanitarian principles and rules, 
national legislation for their application and instruc
tions to be given to the armed forces - reinforcement 
of rules relative to the supervision of the regular 
observance of existing law and to the sanction of vio
lations - Protecting Powers and their substitutes - 
problem of reprisals).

2. Strengthening of the protection of civilian populations
against dangers of hostilities
(Reaffirmation of the immunity of the civilian popula
tion as such - distinction to be observed between non
military elements and military objectives in case of 
attacks - precautions to be taken as to fighting methods 
or the choice between different means of combat in order 
to spare the population - precautions to be taken by the 
authorities of the State to which it belongs - creation 
of zones or localities enjoying a particular status in 
view of their special protection - guarantees to be af
forded to the personnel of non-military civil defence 
bodies).

3. Humanitarian rules relative to behaviour between com- 
batants
(Reaffirmation and determination of the rules limiting 
needless forms of suffering and prohibiting certain me
thods of warfare : treatment of an enemy who surrenders - 
quarter - prohibited ruses - violation of protected em
blems - problem of parachutists).
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4. Protection of victims of non-international armed conflicts
(Notion and qualification of non-international armed con
flicts - effective observance and development of rules ap
plicable in these conflicts and which concern the treatment 
of victims and the conduct of hostilities - possible exten
sion of certain rules to situations of internal disturbances 
and tensions).

5. Status of combatants and the problem of guerrilla warfare
(Possible definition and development of humanitarian rules 
with regard to the qualification of combatants, as well as 
the status and treatment of prisoners - rules relative to 
the conduct of hostilities in guerrilla warfare and duties 
incumbent upon parties to the conflict to spare the civi
lian population).

6. Protection of the wounded and sick
(Strengthening of existing guarantees - protection and 
marking of civilian medical personnel - strengthening of 
the safety of civilian medical transports and the problem 
of marking them - extension of certain rules to non-inter
national armed conflicts).
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II. XXIst INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE OF THE RED CROSS - 
REPORTS AND RESOLUTIONS ON SUBJECTS FOR DISCUSSION 
BY THE CONFERENCE

A. Reports submitted by ICRC to XXIst International
Conference of the Red Cross (Istanbul, September
1969)
- Reaffirmation and Development of Laws 

and Customs Applicable in Armed
Conflicts (Geneva, May 1969) D.S. 4a,b,e

- Protection of Victims of Non-Interna-
tional Conflicts (Geneva, May 1969) D.S. 5a,b

- Implementation and Dissemination of the
Geneva Conventions (Geneva, April 1969) D.S. 3/1 a & b

- Status of Civil Defence Personnel
(Geneva, May 1969) D.S. 4c

- The Protection of Civilian Medical and 
Nursing Personnel in Time of Conflict
(Geneva, February 1969) D.S. 4d/l

- Respect of the Geneva Conventions - 
Measures taken to Repress Violations
(Geneva, March 1969) D.S. 3/3

B. Resolutions of the XXIst International Conference of 
the Red Cross (Istanbul, September 1969)
- Resolution XIII

- Resolution XIV
- Resolution XV

Reaffirmation and Development 
of the Laws and Customs Appli
cable in Armed Conflicts 
(attached hereto)
Weapons of Mass Destruction
Status of Civil Defence Personnel

- Resolution XVI Protection of Civilian Medical
and Nursing Personnel

- Resolution XVII Protection of Victims of Non-
International Armed Conflicts

- Resolution XVIII Status of Combatants in Non- 
International Armed Conflicts
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RESOLUTION XIII

REAFFIRMATION AND DEVELOPMENT OF THE LAWS AND CUSTOMS 
APPLICABLE IN ARMED CONFLICTS

The XXIst International Conference of the Red Cross,
considering that armed conflicts and other forms of 

violence which continue to rage in the world, continuously 
imperil peace and the values of humanity,

noting that, in order to strive against such dangers, 
the limits imposed upon the waging of hostilities by the 
requirements of humanity and the dictates of the public 
conscience should be continuously reaffirmed and defined, 

recalling the resolutions previously adopted on this 
matter by International Conferences of the Red Cross and, 
in particular, Resolution No XXVIII of the XXth Interna
tional Conference,

recognizing the importance of the United Nations General 
Assembly Resolution No. 2444 adopted on 19 December 1968 on 
respect for human rights in armed conflicts, as well as 
Resolution No. 2454 adopted on 20 December 1968,

having taken note with gratitude of the work undertaken 
by the ICRC in this field, following Resolution No. XXVIII 
of the XXth International Conference and, in particular, of 
the extensive report which the ICRC has prepared on this 
subject,

underlines the necessity and the urgency of reaffirming 
and developing humanitarian rules of international law ap
plicable in armed conflicts of all kinds, in order to 
strengthen the effective protection of the fundamental rights 
of human beings, in keeping with the Geneva Conventions of 
1949,
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2.

requests the ICRC on the basis of its report to pursue 
actively its efforts in this regard with a view to

1. proposing, as soon as possible, concrete rules which 
would supplement the existing humanitarian law,

2. inviting governmental, Red Cross and other experts re
presenting the principal legal and social systems in the 
world to meet for consultations with the ICRC on these 
proposals,

3. submitting such proposals to Governments for their com
ments, and,

4. if it is deemed desirable, recommending the appropriate 
authorities to convene one or more diplomatic conferences 
of States parties to the Geneva Conventions and other 
interested States, in order to elaborate international 
legal instruments incorporating those proposals,

encourages the ICRC to maintain and develop, in accordance 
with the United Nations General Assembly Resolution No. 2444, 
the co-operation established with that organisation in order 
to harmonize the various studies undertaken, and to collabo
rate with all other official and private organisations with 
a view to ensuring the co-ordination of such studies,

requests National Red Cross Societies to create active 
public interest in such a cause, which is of concern to all 
mankind,

urges all Governments to support the efforts of the Inter
national Red Cross in this respect.
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Qualifications. (Its is essential to give as much detail as possible relating to

distinguished and exceptional acts of devotion to duty to justify the application) :

Central Committees are invited to propose their candidates before March 1,1967 
for the awards to be made on May 12, 1967. Any application, with the required 
particulars, not received by that date will be held over by the International Com
mittee for consideration on the occasion of a subsequent award.




