INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE OF THE RED CROSS

COMMUNICATION DEPARTMENT

19, avenue de la Paix - CH-1202 GENEVA
Phone 7346001 - Telex 414226 - Telefax (022) 734 82 80

PRESS RELEASE

Press release No. 91/ 1672
2 July 1991

YUGOSLAVIA: ICRC APPEALS FOR COMPLIANCE WITH HUMANITARIAN
RULES AND VISITS FIRST PRISONERS

Geneva (ICRC) - The International Committee of the Red Cross
(ICRC) has launched an appeal to all parties to the conflict in
Yugoslavia to respect, care for and protect civilians, combatants
who have been disarmed and the wounded.

In Slovenia, ICRC delegates today visited a first group of 45
members of the Yugoslav armed forces captured by Slovene forces.

There are currently 13 delegates on the spot, working in
Belgrade, Ljubljana and elsewhere in the country in close
cooperation with the Red Cross of Yugoslavia and of various other
republics.

The ICRC is planning to send more staff to strenéthen its teams
throughout the country.

+4+4+

The International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC), together with the League of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies and the recognized National
Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies, is one of the three components of the International Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement.

An independent humanitarian institution, the ICRC is the founding body of the Red Cross. As a neutral intermediary in case of armed confiicts or
disturbances, it endeavours on its own initiative or on the basis of the Geneva Conventions to protect and assist the victims of international and civil wars
and of internal troubles and tensions, thereby contributing to peace in the world.




Yy Ve o : FE
- 0 “ -t - . + N - hd ol .
S N
" Tyt Wt T .
. vat

AN

3
L
. - - v e 2 k3 t . N e
3 V- - . - [AI AN R Lo .
- Foe .\ .o t

'
{
. s




INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE OF THE RED CROSS

COMMUNICATION DEPARTMENT
19, avenue de la Paix - CH-1202 GENEVA
Phone 7346001 - Telex 414226 - Telefax (022) 734 82 80

PRESS RELEASE
Press Release No. 1673

2 July 1991

ICRC APPEALS FOR RESPECT
FOR INTERNATIONAL HUMANITARIAN LAW

IN YUGOSLAVIA

The International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) is
deeply concerned about the gravity of the situation in Yugoslavia
and its consequences in humanitarian terms.

The ICRC calls on all the parties to respect international
humanitarian law and to ensure that it is respected by everyone
involved in the fighting.

The civilian population and people must not be attacked and must
be protected from any act of violence. Persons captured must be
treated humanely and the wounded and sick must be cared for in
all circumstances. ‘ .

The ICRC urges all parties to respect the protective red cross
emblem, so that those displaying it in the course of their
humanitarian activities can do their work safely and without
constraint of any kind. Misuse of the emblem is prohibited under
international humanitarian law.

The ICRC also trusts that the parties concerned will continue to
grant its representatives and those of the Red Cross of
Yugoslavia and of the Republics the facilities required to enable
the Red Cross to bring assistance to all victims of the clashes.
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The International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC), together with the League of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies and the recognized National
Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies, is one of the three components of the International Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement.

An independent humanitarian institution, the ICRC is the founding body of the Red Cross. As a neutral intermediary in case of armed conflicts or
disturbances, it endeavours on its own initiative or on the basis of the Geneva Conventions to protect and assist the victims of international and civil wars
and of internal troubles and tensions, thereby contributing to peace in the world.
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INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE OF THE RED CROSS

COMMUNICATION DEPARTMENT

19, avenue de la Paix - CH-1202 GENEVA
Phone 7346001 - Telex 414226 - Telefax (022) 734 82 80

PRESS RELEASE

Press release No. 1674
3 July 1991

ICRC APPOINTS NEW MEMBER

Geneva (ICRC) - At its latest meeting on 26 and 27 June 1991, the
Assembly of the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC)
appointed a new member, Ms. Francesca Pometta. Her appointment
brings the membership of the Committee, which is composed
exclusively of Swiss citizens, to 22.

Ms. Pometta is originally from Broglio in the Canton of Ticino.
After receiving an arts degree from the University of Lausanne,
she entered the Federal Department of Foreign Affairs in Bern in
1957 and subsequently held diplomatic posts in Paris, Washington,
New York, Bern and Rome. In 1975, she returned to Bern to take up
the position of Deputy Director at the Directorate for
International Organizations, and in 1977 was appointed Ambassador
in charge of the Directorate's Political Division III (UN and
international organizations, scientific and environmental
matters, cultural affairs and UNESCO). From 1982 to 1987, she was
Switzerland's Permanent Observer at the UN in New York and then
Ambassador to Rome from 1987 to 30 June 1991, when she retired
from government service.

Mrs Pometta was Switzerland's Head of Delegation at the
International Conferences of the Red Cross in Bucharest in 1977
and in Manila in 1981. She was also a member of the Swiss
delegation at the Diplomatic Conference on the Reaffirmation and
Development of International Humanitarian Law applicable in Armed
Conflicts, held in Geneva from 1974 to 1977.
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The International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC), together with the League of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies and the recognized National
Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies, is one of the three components of the International Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement.

An independent humanitarian institution, the ICRC is the founding body of the Red Cross. As a neutral intermediary in case of armed conflicts or
disturbances, it endeavours on its own initiative or on the basis of the Geneva Conventions to protect and assist the victims of international and civil wars
and of internal troubles and tensions, thereby contributing to peace in the world.
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INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE OF THE RED CROSS

COMMUNICATION DEPARTMENT

19, avenue de la Paix - CH-1202 GENEVA
Phone 73460 01 - Telex 414226 - Telefax (022) 734 82 80

PRESS RELEASE

Press Release No. 1675
16 July 1991

ICRC CONCERNED ABOUT DETAINEES UNDER INTERROGATION IN ISRAEL
AND OCCUPIED TERRITORIES

Geneva (ICRC) - In view of the lack of response to previous
representations, the International Committee of the Red Cross
(ICRC) today submitted a further report to the highest
authorities of the State of Israel, on the situation of detainees
undergoing interrogation in Israel and the occupied territories.

ICRC delegates have regularly visited detainees in investigation
sections in Israel and the occupied territories, on the basis of
the Fourth Geneva Convention of 1949. They have sent numerous
reports and written representations to the Israeli authorities,
with the aim of improving the treatment of these detainees.

The ICRC appeals to the Israeli authorities to give special
attention to the treatment of detainees under interrogation, and
to implement the recommendations it has already made.

+4+++

The International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC), together with the League of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies and the recognized National
Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies, is one of the three components of the International Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement.

An independent humanitarian institution, the ICRC is the founding body of the Red Cross. As a neutral intermediary in case of armed confiicts or
disturbances, it endeavours on its own initiative or on the basis of the Geneva Conventions to protect and assist the victims of international and civil wars
and of internal troubles and tensions, thereby contributing to peace in the world.







INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE OF THE RED CROSS

COMMUNICATION DEPARTMENT

19, avenue de la Paix - CH-1202 GENEVA
Phone 7346001 - Telex 414226 - Telefax (022) 734 82 80

PRESS RELEASE

Press release No. 1676
17 July 1991

YUGOSLAVIA: ICRC APPEALS FOR RESPECT FOR THE RED CROSS EMBLEM

Geneva (ICRC) - From the beginning of the recent events in
Yugoslavia, the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC)
has heard repeated allegations of misuse of the red cross emblem.

On 16 July, therefore, the ICRC sent an appeal to all the parties
involved calling on them to comply with the basic rules of
international humanitarian law.

Among other things, the institution reminded them that use of the
red cross emblem is strictly limited to medical and protection
activities. Any misuse of the emblem is a serious violation of
humanitarian law that jeopardizes the safety of Red Cross
personnel and deprives the victims of the assistance to which
they are entitled.

+4+++

The international Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC), together with the League of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies and the recognized National
Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies, is one of the three components of the Interational Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement.

An independent humanitarian institution, the ICRC is the founding body of the Red Cross. As a neutral intermediary in case of armed conflicts or
disturbances, it endeavours on its own initiative or on the basis of the Geneva Conventions to protect and assist the victims of international and civil wars
and of internal troubles and tensions, thereby contributing to peace in the world.
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INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE OF THE RED CROSS

COMMUNICATION DEPARTMENT

19, avenue de la Paix - CH-1202 GENEVA
Phone 7346001 - Telex 414226 - Telefax (022) 734 82 80

PRESS RELEASE

Press release No. 1677
22 July 1991

MOZAMBIQUE: ICRC DENIES ALLEGATIONS

Geneva (ICRC) =~ The International Committee of the Red Cross
(ICRC) strongly denies that it has been involved at any time in
the storage or transport of military equipment or clothing
destined for RENAMO opposition forces in Mozambique, as claimed
in recent reports.

An ICRC delegate, Hans-Ulrich Spiess, was arrested yesterday in
Beira under the pretext that military equipment and clothing had
been found in the ICRC warehouse in the town. This charge follows
the confiscation by Mozambican security forces on 16 July of some
60 kg of civilian, but military-style, clothes contained in a
consignment of used clothing donated by the German Red Cross for
ICRC relief operations in the area. These items had already been
set aside by ICRC delegates as unsuitable for distribution and
were due to be destroyed.

The ICRC in Maputo is in contact with the Mozambican authorities
concerning these accusations and to ensure the release of its
delegate.

+4+++

The International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC), together with the League of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies and the recognized National
Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies, is one of the three components of the International Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement.

An independent humanitarian institution, the ICRC is the founding body of the Red Cross. As a neutral intermediary in case of armed conflicts or
disturbances, it endeavours on its own initiative or on the basis of the Geneva Conventions to protect and assist the victims of international and civil wars
and of internal troubles and tensions, thereby contributing to peace in the world.
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INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE OF THE RED CROSS

COMMUNICATION DEPARTMENT

19, avenue de la Paix -

CH-1202 GENEVA

Phone 7346001 - Telex 414226 - Telefax (022) 734 82 80

PRESS RELEASE

Press release No. 1678
24 July 1991

MOZAMBIQUE: ICRC DELEGATE RELEASED

Geneva (ICRC) - Hansueli Spiess, the delegate of the
International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) who was arrested
on 21 July following the discovery of bales of military uniforms
in an ICRC warehouse in Beira, has just been freed by the
Mozambican authorities.

The ICRC is pleased to learn of its delegate's release and takes
the opportunity to make the following points clear.

The ICRC's policy is to conduct its activities as openly as
possible and it therefore requested the presence of government
representatives when unpacking relief consignments and sorting
them for distribution.

One such consignment, sent by the German Red Cross without the
ICRC having been informed of the precise contents, comprised
several tonnes of ex-GDR police, civil defence and army shirts
and uniforms.

The ICRC stresses once again that it has never dispatched any
military-type clothing or military equipment to Mozambique or
elsewhere, nor has it ever distributed such items.

The ICRC is confident that this unfortunate misunderstanding
will not cast doubt on its good faith and that the institution
will be able to continue its humanitarian work in Mozambique.

+4+4++
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INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE OF THE RED CROSS

COMMUNICATION DEPARTMENT

19, avenue de la Paix - CH-1202 GENEVA
Phone 7346001 - Telex 414226 - Telefax (022) 734 82 80

PRESS RELEASE

Press release No. 1679
2 September 1991

ACCIDENT DESTROYS ICRC HERCULES C-130 IN SOUTHERN SUDAN

Geneva (ICRC) - On Monday morning 2 September 1991 an accident
occurred during the take-off of a Hercules C-130 chartered by the
International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC). The plane, which
was on a regular relief flight from Wau in southern Sudan, was
destroyed and five crew members were injured. They were taken to
the hospital in Wau for treatment and will be flown out to -
Khartoum by a special aircraft.

The ICRC has been carrying out an assistance operation in the
area since mid-June to provide food, medical supplies and other
items to conflict victims in Wau, Juba and Malakal, three towns
under government control, and in the territory held by the SPLA
(Sudan Peoples' Liberation Army).

+4+++

The International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC), together with the League of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies and the recognized National
Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies, is one of the three components of the International Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement.

An independent humanitarian institution, the ICRC is the founding body of the Red Cross. As a neutral intermediary in case of armed conflicts or
disturbances, it endeavours on its own initiative or on the basis of the Geneva Conventions to protect and assist the victims of intemational and civil wars
and of internal troubles and tensions, thereby contributing to peace in the worid.







INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE OF THE RED CROSS

COMMUNICATION DEPARTMENT

19, avenue de la Paix - CH-1202 GENEVA
Phone 7346001 - Telex 414226 - Telefax (022) 734 82 80

PRESS RELEASE .

Press release No. 1680
27 September 1991

AFGHAN PREMIER VISITS ICRC

Geneva (ICRC) - The Prime Minister of the Republic of
Afghanistan, Fazlulhaq Khaleqyar, today visited the headquarters
of the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC). He was
received by ICRC President Cornelio Sommaruga, the Vice-President
and other members of the institution.

Mr. Khaleqyar was accompanied by Mohaiuddin Shahbaz, Minister of
Planning, Ambassador Mohammad Nabi Amani, Permanent
Representative of Afghanistan to the United Nations in Geneva,
and other diplomats.

This was the first visit by an Afghan Prime Minister to the ICRC
in Geneva. Discussions centred on the current situation in
Afghanistan and the ICRC's role in this country ravaged by 13
years of war. The ICRC President raised a number of issues still
pending with regard to the ICRC's activities for prisoners, the
safety of its delegates and respect for the red cross and red
crescent emblem. He also expressed the hope that the latest
efforts to reach a political settlement of the conflict would
bring the stability needed to build a peaceful future for the
people of Afghanistan.

Fazlulhag Khaleqyar thanked the ICRC for its work in behalf of
the wounded, prisoners and the civilian population and expressed
the wish to see the ICRC maintain and expand its activities
throughout Afghanistan.

++++

The International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC), together with the League of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies and the recognized National
Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies, is one of the three components of the International Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement.

An independent humanitarian institution, the ICRC is the founding body of the Red Cross. As a neutral intermediary in case of armed confiicts or
disturbances, it endeavours on its own initiative or on the basis of the Geneva Conventions to protect and assist the victims of intemational and civil wars
and of internal troubles and tensions, thereby contributing to peace in the world.







INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE OF THE RED CROSS

COMMUNICATION DEPARTMENT

19, avenue de la Paix - CH-1202 GENEVA
Phone 7346001 - Telex 414226 - Telefax (022) 734 82 80

PRESS RELEASE

Press release No. 1681
28 September 1991

YUGOSLAVIA : ATTACK ON ICRC CONVOY

Geneva (ICRC) - A convoy of the International Committee of the
Red Cross (ICRC) was attacked yesterday near Lipik in Croatia as
it travelled from Zagreb to Pakrac, south-east of the Croatian
capital. None of the delegates or local personnel were injured.

The team was on its way to evacuate 270 patients from the
psychiatric unit of the main hospital in Pakrac, situated in a
conflict zone, after obtaining the agreement of the Croatian and
federal authorities.

The ICRC deplores this incident and once again calls on all

the fighting forces to respect the protective emblem of the Red
Cross and to guarantee the security of the ICRC's mission in
Yugoslavia.

++++

The international Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC), together with the League of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies and the recognized National
Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies, is one of the three components of the International Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement.

An independent humanitarian institution, the ICRC is the founding body of the Red Cross. As a neutral intermediary in case of armed conflicts or
disturbances, it endeavours on its own initiative or on the basis of the Geneva Conventions to protect and assist the victims of international and civil wars
and of internal troubles and tensions, thereby contributing to peace in the world.
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INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE OF THE RED CROSS

COMMUNICATION DEPARTMENT

19, avenue de la Paix - CH-1202 GENEVA
Phone 7346001 - Telex 414226 - Telefax (022) 734 82 80

PRESS RELEASE

Press release No. 1682
4 October 1991

ICRC APPEAL IN BEHALF OF CIVILIANS IN YUGOSLAVIA

Geneva (ICRC) - The International Committee of the Red Cross

- (ICRC), noting the alarming escalation in the fighting in
Yugoslavia during the past 48 hours, especially in Slavonia and
on the Dalmatian coast, is deeply concerned about the plight of
the civilian population which, according to reports received, is
particularly vulnerable in the combat zones.

By virtue of its mandate, the ICRC has already made
representations at the highest level and hereby urges the
military and civilian authorities of the parties involved to take
all necessary steps to ensure compliance with the obligations
contained in the provisions of international humanitarian law.
The ICRC enjoins them in particular:

- not to direct any attack against the civilian population;

- not to attack, destroy, remove or render useless objects
indispensable to the survival of the civilian population;

- to spare the lives of those who surrender and treat all
captured combatants humanely;

- to respect and ensure respect for the Red Cross emblem so as to
guarantee the safety of those engaged in humanitarian activities
under its protection;

- to allow all Red Cross staff and medical personnel the freedom
of movement they need to assist the civilian population and
people hors de combat;

- to ensure that combat units are aware of the humanitarian rules
governing the conduct of hostilities and to facilitate ICRC
efforts in that respect.

The International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC), together with the League of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies and the recognized National
Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies, is one of the three components of the International Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement.

An independent humanitarian institution, the ICRC is the founding body of the Red Cross. As a neutral intermediary in case of armed conflicts or
disturbances, it endeavours on its own initiative or on the basis of the Geneva Conventions to protect and assist the victims of international and civil wars
and of internal troubles and tensions, thereby contributing to peace in the world.




The ICRC considers it essential that all political and military
forces formally express their firm support for impartial
humanitarian activities under the Red Cross emblem and in favour
of all victims.

The ICRC again expresses its readiness to undertake, with the
agreement of the authorities, any action required to protect the
lives and physical safety of civilians and persons hors de
combat.

++++



INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE OF THE RED CROSS

COMMUNICATION DEPARTMENT

19, avenue de la Paix - CH-1202 GENEVA
Phone 7346001 - Telex 414226 - Telefax (022) 734 82 80

PRESS RELEASE

Press release No. 1683
7 October 1991

RECOGNITION OF A NEW NATIONAL SOCIETY
Geneva (ICRC) - The International Committee of the Red Cross
(ICRC) has recognized the Solomon Islands Red Cross Society.
This recognition, which took effect on 3 October 1991, brings to

148 the number of National Societies which are members of the
International Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement.

++++

The International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC), together with the League of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies and the recognized National
Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies, is one of the three components of the international Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement.

An independent humanitarian institution, the ICRC is the founding body of the Red Cross. As a neutral intermediary in case of armed conflicts or
disturbances, it endeavours on its own initiative or on the basis of the Geneva Conventions to protect and assist the victims of international and civil wars
and of Internal troubles and tensions, thereby contributing to peace in the world.
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INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE OF THE RED CROSS

COMMUNICATION DEPARTMENT

19, avenue de la Paix - CH-1202 GENEVA
Phone 7346001 - Telex 414226 - Telefax (022) 734 82 80

PRESS RELEASE

Press release No. 1684
7 October 1991

FEDERAL COUNCILLOR ADOLF OGI VISITS ICRC

Geneva (ICRC) - Mr. Adolf Ogi, member of the Swiss Federal
Council and Head of the Federal Department of Transport,
Communications and Energy, today visited the headquarters of
the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC).

The Federal Councillor, accompanied by his wife and several
members of his staff, was received by ICRC President
Cornelio Sommaruga, members of the Committee and leading
officials of the institution.

Mr. Sommaruga gave a brief overview of international
humanitarian law and ICRC activities, in particular its
current operation in Yugoslavia. He stressed the importance
of promoting the Protocols additional to the Geneva
Conventions of 1949 and of developing international
humanitarian law. He also emphasized the ICRC's excellent
relations with the Federal Department of Transport,
Communications and Energy, and with the Postal and
Telecommunications Administration.

Mr. Ogi expressed admiration for the institution and the
work of its delegates. He also assured the ICRC of
Switzerland's continued support, while emphasizing the
institution's independence.

During his visit, Federal Councillor Ogi also visited the
ICRC's Telecommunications Centre and the International Red
Cross and Red Crescent Museun.

+++4+

The intermatlonal Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC), together with the League of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies and the recognized National
Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies, is one of the three components of the International Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement.

An independent humanitarian institution, the ICRC is the founding body of the Red Cross. As a neutral intermediary In case of armed conflicts or
disturbances, it endeavours on its own initiative or on the basis of the Geneva Conventions to protect and assist the victims of intemational and civil wars
and of internal troubles and tensions, thereby contributing to peace in the world.













INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE OF THE RED CROSS

COMMUNICATION DEPARTMENT

19, avenue de la Paix - CH-1202 GENEVA
Phone 7346001 - Telex 414226 - Telefax (022) 734 82 80

PRESS RELEASE

Press release No.1686
9 October 1991

THE PRINCESS OF WALES VISITS THE ICRC

Geneva (ICRC) - The Princess of Wales, Patron of British Red
Cross Youth, today visited the headquarters of the International
Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC), where she was received by ICRC
President Cornelio Sommaruga, members of the Committee and senior
staff.

Her Royal Highness was accompanied by Lady Limerick, President of
the British Red Cross, and Mr. Michael Whitlam, Director General
of the British Red ' Cross. Ambassador Morland, Permanent
Representative of the United Kingdom to the United Nations in
Geneva, and Mr. Mario Villarroel Lander and Mr. P#r Stenbick,
respectively President and Secretary General of the League of Red
Cross and Red Crescent Societies, were also present.

President Sommaruga praised the dynamic work of the British Red
Cross Youth under the patronage of the Princess of Wales. He went
on to outline the history and tasks of the International Red
Cross and Red Crescent Movement and the development of
international humanitarian law. He ended with the hope that the
visit would convey the enthusiasm and concerns of the millions of
men and women, volunteers and delegates, working under the Red
Cross and Red Crescent banners around the world.

After signing the visitors' book, the Princess of Wales visited
the ICRC's Central Tracing Agency, where tens of thousands of
files on prisoners visited by the ICRC, tracing requests and Red
Cross messages are handled each year. The visit ended with a
presentation of ICRC operations worldwide, during which delegates
also described their practical experiences in the field.

++++

The International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC), together with the League of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies and the recognized National
Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies, is one of the three components of the International Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement

An independent humanitarian institution, the ICRC Is the founding body of the Red Cross. As a neutral intermediary in case of armed conflicts or
disturbances, it endeavours on its own initiative or on the basis of the Geneva Conventions to protect and assist the victims of international and civil wars
and of intemal troubles and tensions, thereby contributing to peace in the world.
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INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE OF THE RED CROSS

COMMUNICATION DEPARTMENT
19, avenue de la Paix - CH-1202 GENEVA
Phone 7346001 - Telex 414226 - Telefax (022) 734 82 80

PRESS RELEASE

Press release No. 1689
7 November 1991

RECOGNITION OF A NATIONAL SOCIETY

Geneva (ICRC) - At its Assembly on 7 November 1991 the
International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) confirmed the
validity of its previous recognition, on 28 August 1923, of the
Lithuanian Red Cross Society.

This decision, which enables the Lithuanian Red Cross Society to
resume its place within the International Red Cross and Red
Crescent Movement, brings the number of duly recognized National
Societies to 149.

+44

The International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC), together with the League of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies and the recognized National
Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies, is one of the three components of the International Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement.

An independent humanitarian institution, the ICRC is the founding body of the Red Cross. As a neutral intermediary in case of armed confiicts or
disturbances, it endeavours on its own initiative or on the basis of the Geneva Conventions to protect and assist the victims of international and civil wars
and of internal troubles and tensions, thereby contributing to peace in the world.







INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE OF THE RED CROSS

COMMUNICATION DEPARTMENT

19, avenue de la Paix - CH-1202 GENEVA
Phone 7346001 - Telex 414226 - Telefax (022) 734 82 80

PRESS RELEASE

Press release No. 1690
12 November 1991

YUGOSLAVIA: NEW ICRC INITIATIVE

Geneva (ICRC) - Prompted by the constant and rapid deterioration
of the situation in Yugoslavia, the International Committee of
the Red Cross (ICRC) today urged the parties to the conflict to
designate representatives at the highest level for a meeting
under ICRC auspices in Geneva. The purpose of the meeting, which
should take place without delay, would be to work out speedy,
practical and viable solutions to the grave humanitarian problems
affecting the country.

The situation of the civilian population has deteriorated sharply
in the last few hours, particularly in Dubrovnik. Casualty
figures are mounting as fighting and shelling continue unabated.
ICRC delegates on the spot report that it is impossible for local

. first-aiders to evacuate the wounded and bring help to civilians,
as required by the most basic rules of international humanitarian
law. Despite the difficulties involved, the ICRC is preparing to
send in a relief consignment by sea.

The ICRC once again appeals to all combatants to spare
innocent lives and observe the elementary principles of humanity
in all circumstances.

++++

The International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC), together with the League of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies and the recognized National
Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies, is one of the three components of the Intemational Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement.

An independent humanitarian institution, the ICRC is the founding body of the Red Cross. As a neutral intermediary in case of gnned conﬂi_cts or
disturbances, it endeavours on its own initiative or on the basis of the Geneva Conventions to protect and assist the victims of international and civil wars
and of interal troubles and tensions, thereby contributing to peace in the world.
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