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Geneva, 16 June 1967 release "d �� � � b

ICRC delegates in Sinai

Geneva (ICRC) 16 June 1967 -- The ICRC delegation in Tel Aviv sent 
out the following message today 2

repeatedly flown over Sinai by helicopter at low altitude. During 
these flights they have often landed in the desert.

They have observed that in the past 9-8 hours the situation
of the civilian population and Egyptian forces has improved. 
Operations undertaken by the authorities indicate that Egyptian 
troops who have not yet been aided will be re-grouped and given 
nourishment during the next few hours".

taking part in all operations carried out by the Israeli armed 
forces by means of lorries, heliconters and aircraft, in order to 
collect, supulv and care for Sryptians still regaining in the 
desert, ivory available method is at present being employed to 
lead the relief operation undertaken in Sinai to a successful 
c nelusim.

extremely difficult task. This often in fact involves searching 
for groups or individuals dispersed In the desert In an area four 
times as large as Switzerland. "It is alEost a question", a

"In order to a predate the situation, and give assistancecel3gatas
in the necessary emergency measures, the ICRC/have since 19- June

The delegation has also informed the Committee that it is

The delegates -of the ICRC emphasize that this Is an

delegate stated this morning, "of searching for these unfortunate 
people one by one".

■*
f * 
*
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Geneva, June 30, 1967 Press Release

A departure at the ICRG

After having been head of the Information Service of 
the International Committee of the Red Cross since November 1958, 
Mr. Roger Du Pasquier has resigned at his own request. Leave was 
taken of him by some members of the Committee, the directing 
staff and the President, Mr. S.A. Gonard who thanked him for all 
his services to the institution, both at its headquarters and on 
missions abroad. Mr. Du Pasquier is now returning to active 
journalism.
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Geneva, July 3, 1967 Press Release No 840b

The ICRC in territory under Israeli control

Geneva (ÍCRC) July 3, 1967 - After a meeting which Mr. Pierre Gaillard 

delegate general of the ICRC in the Middle East, Mr. Laurent Marti and 

Mr. Pierre Boissier, delegates in Israel, had with General Moshe Dayan, 

Israeli Minister of Defence,-they have free access, without requesting 

permission beforehand, to territory under Israeli control where they will 

enjoy all the necessary facilities to accomplish their humanitarian task,

The ICRC has therefore decided to set up sub-delegations as 

soon as possible in Jerusalem, Kuneitra, Gaza (with residence in 

Ashkelon) and Nablus (with residence in Jerusalem).

The delegates of the ICRC in Israel have in particular been 

authorized freely to collect family messages in areas under Israeli control 

at Gaza and in Sinai;and to transmit them to the Arab countries. They 

will also be able to undertake individual inquiries in these areas.
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Geneva, 16 July 1967 Press Release No. 847 b

ICRG special mission evacuates 962 persons from Kisangani

Geneva, ICRC, 15.7.67 - A special mission of the International 
Committee of the Red Cross led by Dr. Simon Burkhardt, head 
doctor of the Swiss hospital at Kietambo succeeded in evacuating 
over three days in extremely difficult conditions 562 persons 
of whom several hundred were foreign nationals who had been cut 
off for nearly ten days in Kisangani (ex-Stanleyville). Two 
transport aircraft displaying the red cross emblem and a C-130 
type aircraft placed at the disposal of the Congolese Government 
by the Government of the USA were used for the evacuation. About 

« a hundred wounded Congolese military were able to be evacuated as
-» a matter of urgency. Amongst foreign nationals brought to the
* Congolese capital were some journalists and nationals of the

following countries : Austria, Belgium, Canada, Cyprus, Finland, 
France, Germany, Great Britain, Greece, Italy, Kenya, Pakistan, 
Portugal, Tanzania, Uganda and the United States.

The Congolese Government gave its full supjoort to this 
operation which was also given active help by the ambassadors of 
the United States, Belgium and Switzerland, and all their 
colleagues.

The Congolese Red Cross took part in welcoming the 
evacuees in co-operation with several official and private bodies, 
Catholic and Protestant missions and the Salvation Army. The 

* wounded brought back from Kisangani were immediately taken to
> the lovanium clinic and the Danish hospital.
�
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Geneva, July 27, 1967 Press Release Ho. 849 6

ICRC Action in Greece

Geneva, (ICRC), July 27, 1967 — The International Commitee of the 
Red Cross delegation in Greece, consisting of M. Germain Colladon 
and Dr. Jean-Louis de Chastonay, Expert medical, has been granted 
permission by the authorities to carry out further visits to poli­
tical detainees.
The two delegates have therefore been able to start their third 
series of detention centre inspections since May 9* 1967.
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Geneva, July 28, 1967 Press Release No 850 b

ICRC Action in Nigeria

Geneva (ICRC), July 28, 1967 - In response to a request 
from its delegation in Nigeria, the International 
Committee of the Red Cross has just sent to that country 
two medical teams, each of one surgeon and two male nurses. 
Those teams, whose mission is to give medical, attention to 
the victims of the conflict prevailing in Nigeria, were 
made available to the ICRC by the Swiss Red Cross, thanks 
mainly to a Swiss government donation.

One of the teams is already at work in the Makurdi hospital. 
The other arrived in the country today and will proceed with 
all possible haste to Eastern Nigeria.

According to the ICRC delegates there is great need of 
medical supplies in Nigeria. To meet the most urgent, the 
ICRC has just flown a 30,000 franc consignment of dressings, 
medicaments, anti-biotics and surgical instruments. It is 
apparent that the shortage of medical supplies and equipment 
makes further large consignments necessary.
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Geneva, August IO, 1967 Press Release No 852 b

Repatriation of refugees in the Near East :

the rôle of the ICRC

Geneva (ICRC), August 10, 1967 - The agreement on the repatriation 
to territory under Israeli control of persons who have sought 
refuge on the Bast bank of the Jordan, concluded on August 6,
1967, between Jordan and Israel under the auspices of the 
International Committee of the Red Cross, will be put into effect 
with the help of that organization.

After having assumed the rôle of neutral intermediary and 
assisted the two parties concerned in order to reconcile their 
two respective points of view, the ICRC remains at their disposal 
to remove difficulties which may yet arise.

This agreement comprises the following provisions :

1. Forms to be completed for requests of repatriation shall bear 
the title-heading of the International Committee of the Red 
Cross followed by the names.of the two countries concerned.

2. The date fixed for return to the West bank of the Jordan has 
been extended to August 31=

3. Persons submitting such requests must also present their 
passports, their UNRWA identity card (for refugees registered 
with that organization) and a Jordanian identity certificate 
or any other document considered to be acceptable by the 
Israeli authorities.

4. The documents mentioned above should bear a photograph of 
the holder.

Forms when completed will be handed over on the Jordan bridge 
by the ICRC delegate in Jordan to the delegate of the ICRC in 
Israel. The latter will pass these to the Israeli authorities 
who will examine them with the least possible delay. Once the
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examination has been terminated, the forms will then be handed 
back to the delegate who will return them to the Jordanian 
authorities.

It has been arranged that the Jordanian authorities will see to 
the transporting of refugees as far as the East bank of the 
Jordan. The crossing of the river will be carried out in the 
presence of the I CRC delegates.

On their arrival on the West bank, refugees will be taken in 
charge by the Israeli authorities who will ensure their transport 
to their former homes.

The delegation of the ICRC has made contact with the Director- 
General of UNRWA (United Nations Relief and Works Agency for 
Palestine Refugees) in Beyrouth which has offered to provide, 
if necessary, material and medical assistance to refugees when 
crossing the Jordan river.

Persons repatriated will receive a certain amount of food on 
returning to their homes. Furthermore, the Jordan Government 
will give them some funds to cover their emergency needs.
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Geneva, August 17, 1967 Press Release No. 854

Remittance of funds to persons in territory

under Israeli military control

Geneva (ICRC), August 17, 1967 - The disruption since last 
June of facilities for the remittance of funds from Arab 
countries to persons living West of the Jordan or in the Gaza 
Strip has given rise to considerable hardship.

In order to remedy this situation and assist the many families 
in need, the International Committee of the Red Cross, in 
co-operation with the various authorities concerned, has 
devised a system intended to permit the resumption of cash 
transfers to territories under Israeli control. A special 
ICRC account has been opened with a Swiss Bank in Geneva,
(Swiss Bank Corporation, 2, rue de la Confédération, Geneva). 
Punds may be remitted to this account from all countries 
involved; they will be transferred for payment to beneficiaries 
through local banks in the main towns of West Jordan, the 
Gaza Strip, Sinai and Syrian territory under Israeli control.

Recipients will receive local currency, i.e., Jordan dinars, 
Egyptian or Syrian pounds, as the case may be.

National Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies in the remitting 
countries have been informed by the ICRC so that they may 
make known locally the arrangements for the resumption of 
cash remittances.
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Geneva, August 17, 1967 Press Release No. 854 bis

Remittance of funds to persons in territory

under Israeli military control

Geneva (ICRG), August 17, 1967 - The disruption since last 
June of facilities for the remittance of funds from Arab 
countries to persons living West of the Jordan or in the Gaza 
Strip has given rise to considerable hardship.

< In order to remedy this situation and assist the many families
* in need, the International Committee of the Red Cross, in
* co-operation with the various authorities concerned, has 

devised a system intended to permit the resumption of cash 
transfers to territories under Israeli control. A special 
ICRC account has been opened with a Swiss Bank in Geneva,
(Swiss Bank Corporation, 2, rue de la Confédération, Geneva). 
Funds may be remitted to this account from all countries 
involved; they will be transferred for payment to beneficiaries 
through local banks in the main towns of West Jordan, the
Gaza Strip, Sinai and Syrian territory under Israeli control.

Recipients will receive local recognized currency, i.o,, 
Ieraolian pounds.

National Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies in the remitting 
countries have been informed by the ICRC so that they may 
make known locally the arrangements for the resumption of 
cash remittances.
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Recognition of Mali Red Cross

Geneva, (ICRC) September 15, 1967 - The International Committee of

the Red Cross states that it officially recognized the Mali Red Cross
<r
, on September 14, 1967.
4

The honorary President of the Mali Red Cross is Dr. Sominé Dolo, 

Minister of Health and Social Affairs.

The Society's regular activities comprise in particular the training 

of first-aiders and blood collection for hospitals. Regional commit­

tees have been created in the country's six principal regions.

The Red Cross of Mali is the 109th National Society to be recognized 

by the ICRC.
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Their numbers are expected to increase during the winter. The 
Jordanian authorities estimate that some 200. 00Ò have fled to Jordan since 
the June hostilities.

This means that the camp populations are on the increase, and 
it has become urgent to replace many of the light camping tents originally 
contributed from diverses sources, and which have rapidly deteriorated 
from the effects of the desert climate

Under the overall control of an interministerial committee of 
the Jordanian Government, administration and supplie» for camps are being 
handled by UNRWA, but there are many additional needs which are to be 
covered by the Jordanian Red Crescent, with the assistance of a delegate 
from the League. These, in particular, include tents, blankets, mats, 
soap, and supplementary foodstuffs. The League-Red Crescent programme 
also includes operation of milk stations in the camps.

In the Israeli-occupied territories on the West Bank of the Jordan 
the ICRC delegation in Jerusalem is assisting in relief work for certain 
sectors of the population who have suffered indirectly from the recent 
conflict and the economic and social consequences of the occupation.

The appeal asks for powdered milk, blankets, tarpaulins for 
repairing roofs and walls, primus stoves, clothing and layettes as well 
as funds for the local purchase of certain medicines.
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choice being assured.

The important question of the neutral security forces for Bukavu still therefore 
remains to be resolved. The head of the ICRC mission is returning to Kinshasa 
to take up this matter again with General Mobutu, Chairman of the recent OAU 
Conference in Kinshasa, since the responsibility for this definitely rests with 
that organization.

It should be noted that the ICRC has accepted the mission proposed to it by the 
Chairman of the OAU by basing itself on Resolution X of the XXth International 
Conference of the Red Cross (Vienna, 1965) which in particular ".. .encourages 
the ICRC to undertake every effort likely to contribute to the prevention or 

’ settlement of possible armed conflicts..."
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Geneva, November 17, 1967 Press release No. 867 b

THE REFUGEES FROM BUKAVU

As is known, a sub-commission of the OAU recently went 
to Rwanda, accompanied by IGRC representatives, to examine the 
problems having arisen with the mercenaries and Katanga gendarmes 
who had come from Bukavu.

The OAU representatives have on a number of occasions 
questioned the refugees in the camp in which they are being 
sheltered temporarily. As a result of repeated contacts, first 
a part, then the total number of Katanga gendarmes have accepted 
to return to the Congo placing their trust in the promised 
amnesty guaranteed by the OAU and to desist from seeking asylum 
in another African country. This organization having also stated 
that it would undertake the evacuation to the Congo of the 2000 
or so Katanga refugees and their families, the International 
Committee of the Red Cross has considered its intermediary to be 
no longer necessary in this repatriation for which the countries 
concerned and the OAU henceforth alone assume responsibility. 
Furthermore, the delegates of the ICRC have not been in a position 
to verify whether all the Katanga refugees had been given a free 
choice or had been under pressure.

The ICRC is now waiting to be informed officially of 
the final decisions which the OAU special commission has to make 
today in Kinshasa concerning the fate and eventual methods of the 
evacuation of the white mercenaries. Not until these decisions 
are known will the ICRC be able to determine whether it still 
has a rôle to play and, if so, what action it can take.
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Geneva, November 20, 1967 Press release No. 870 b

THE ICRC CONTINUES TO CONCERN ITSELF
WITH THE REFUGEES FROM BUKAVU

The ICRC had accepted, in the spirit of a resolution 
adopted by an International Conference of the Red Cross, to 
lend its aid to the humanitarian solution of the problem raised 
by the refugees coming from Bukavu, in order to avoid bloodshed, 
which has so far been achieved.

Henceforth, the ICRC will continue to concern itself 
with the case of these refugees, both black and white, since 
the Red Cross makes no distinction of race or political opinion.

It will therefore, as formerly, ensure their supplying, 
and also caring for the wounded, which without the ICRC would be 
entirely lacking. It will also see, as far as possible, to their 
safety.

The ICRC will not however be able to participate in 
transporting the Katangese to the Congo, unless verification of 
individual wishes is renewed under its control and on fresh bases 
giving every guarantee to those concerned of free choice and of 
asylum in a country prepared to receive those who do not wish to 
return to their places of origin.

Similarly, as regards the white mercenaries, the ICRC 
will not take part in any negotiations which might tend to 
subordinate the freedom of human beings to financial considerations.

In the furtherance of its mission, the ICRC will remain 
in touch with the OAU from which it is still waiting for the 
final resolution taken by that organization's special commission.
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