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The TICRC and the plisht of Begyptian =soldiers
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in the Sinai desert

Geneva (ICRC) June 15, 1967 - Three ICRC delegates, Dr. Rubli,
Dr., Leuthold, and ilr. Boisard are at present in the Sinai
region co-operating in the relief action agreed upon by the
ICRC and the Israeli Government in order to relieve gquickly
the plight of igyptian soldiers still in the Sinai desert.

The ICRC was informed by its delegates in Tel 4viv that
300 wounded were found in the region in the last few days and
- are now receiving care and attention.

On June 14, Mr. Marcel Boisard, ICRC delegate to Cairo,
managed to contact Israeli military authorities Jdast of the
Suez canal. He crossed the Sinai dessrt in transport vrovided
by the Israeli army and joined up with the ICRC Tel Aviv
delegation.
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ICRC delegates in Sinail

Ceneva (ICRC) 1€ June 1947 - The ICRC delegation in Tel Aviv sent
out the following message today :

"In order to a‘preciate the situatiogoﬂgga%%ge assistance
in the nscessary emergzsncy measures, the ICRC/haGésince 1% June
repeatedly flown over Sinal by helicopter at low altitude. During
these flights they have often landed in the deszrt.

They have observed that in the past 43 hours the situation
of the civilian population and Igyptian forces has improved.
Operations undertaken by the authorities indicate that igyptian
troops who have not yet been aided will be re-grouped and given
nourishment during the next few hours'.

The delegation has also informed the Committee that it is
taking part in all onerations carrisd out by the Israeli armed
forces by means of lorries, heliconters ard alrcraft, in nrder to
collect, supnly and care for Jryptians s*ill remaining in the
desert. Ivary available mathod is at »nressnt haing emploved tn
lead the relief aperatison undertaken in Sinai t» a snccessful
¢ nclusi-n.

The delecates I the ICRC emnhasize that this 1s an
extremely difficult task., This »Lten in fact involves searching
for groups »r individuals dispersed in the desert in an area four
times as large as Switzerland. "It is alm2st a cussii-n', a
delegate stated this orning, "of searching for these unfurtunate
people one by one'.
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Geneva, June 17, 1967 Press release No. 835D

The ICRC in the Middle East -~ Operation Sinai

and repatriations

Geneva (ICRC), June 17, 1967 ~ Dr. Riibli, special delegate of the
ICRC in Israel has sent the following communication to ICRC head-
gquarters in Genevs :

" The essential phase of the regrouping operation of Egyptian
troops withdrawing from East to West and who are not considered by the
Israselis as prisoners of war has practically come to an end on the main
Bast-West lines of march in Sinai. This operation has been carried out
by the Israeli army in co-operation with the delegates of the ICRC.

In the vast Sinai peninsula in which only Bedouins live and
where communications are most infrequent, it cannot be excluded that
some Egyptian troops have not yet been found by the Israeli army. The
latter has therefore decided to continue searches by all methods at
its disposal to find Egyptian soldiers who have not yet reached the
Suez canal zone. It is probabls that this only applies to a relatively
low number of men. They will receive every assistance from the Israeli
army in co-operation with the ICRC delegates. The latter will continue
to make sweeps by helicopter over Sinai for that purpose.

So far, 11,000 Egyptian troops who were temporarily in the
hands of the Israeli forces have been authorized to proceed to Egypt
across the Suez canal. They have been collected in a transit camp in
the canal zone which they have been able to cross to their own country
in craft, by agreement between the local Egyptian and Israeli
commanders " .

The ICRC delegation in Cairo has now communicated that a
further contingent of 35 seriqusly wounded, repatriated with the help
of the ICRC, has arrived in the Egyptian capital. Furthermore, the
ICRC has obtained the release of the Israeli pilot, Captain Lavon
Mordecai who had been in Egyptian hands and who has reached Tel Aviv
in the ICRC aircraft. Other repatriations of prisoners are being
arranged in the next few days.

An ICRC aircraft left Geneva on June 16 for the Middle East
with 1% 4+ tons of relief.
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The ICRC visits territory under Israeli control

The ICRC communicates as follows

The delegates of the International Committee of the Red
Cross have received from the Government of Israel general
- authorization to have free access to all territory under Israeli
control.,

On the basis of this agreement, the ICRC proposes to
set up sub-delegations in those areas.
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Repatriation by the ICRC of Jaordanian prisoners

Geneva, (ICRC) 27 June 1967.- L425 Jordanian troops including
17 officers captured by the Israelis returned under the
auspices of the International Committee of the Red Cross to
their own country on Tuesday. Amongst these were three

Iraqil civilians released by the Israeli authorities. About
twenty-five wounded Jordanian prisoners at present unable to
be moved will be taken to Amman as soon as their condition
permits,

Preceded by a vehicle with Red Cross markings a
convoy of 18 busgs has arrived on the West bank of the Jordan
crossing by the Allenby Bridge.

This repatriation operation affecting all Jordanian
prisoners of war in Israel is the result of an agreement
conc¢luded between ICRC delegates in Tel Aviv and Amman.

In accordance with this agreement Jordan has
handed over, through the ICRC, two Israeli pilots taken
prisoner by the Jordan forces.

The International Committee has also been able to
arrange the return to Jordan of children separated from
their families. Thirty of these children were thus transported
on June 22 from Tel Aviv to Amman to rejoin their families.
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A departure at the ICRC

After having been head of the Information Service of
the International Committee of the Red Cross since November 1958,
Mr. Roger Du Pasquier has resigned at his own request. Leave was
taken of him by some members of the Committee, the directing
staff and the President, Mr. S.A. Gonard who thanked him for all
his services to the institution, both at its headquarters and on
missions abroad. Mr. Du Pasquier is now returning to active

journalism.
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The ICRC in territory under Israeli control

Geneva (ICRC) July 3,1967 - After a meeting which Mr, Pierre Gaillard
delegate general of the ICRC in the Middle East, Mr, Laurent Marti and
Mr. Pierre Boissier, delegates in Israel, had with General Moshe Dayan,
Israeli Minister of Defence,tiey have free access, without requesting
permission beforehand, to territory under Israeli control where they will

enjoy all the necessary facilities to accomplish their humanitarian task,

The ICRC has therefore decided to set up sub~delegations as
soon as possible in Jerusalem, Kuneitra, Gaza (with residence in

Ashkelon) and Nablups (with residence in Jerusalem).

The delegates of the ICRC in Israel have in particular been
authorized freely to collect family messages in areas under Israeli control
at Gaza and in Sinai:.and to transmit them to the Arab countries. They

will also be able to undertake individual inquiries in these areas.
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ICRG special mission evacuates 962 persons from Kisangani

Geneva, ICRC, 15.7.67 - A special mission of the International
Committee of the Red Cross led by Dr. Simon Burkhardt, head
doctor of the Swiss hospital at Kietambo succeeded in evacuating
over three days in extremely difficult conditions 562 persons

of whom several hundred were foreign nationals who had been cut
off for nearly ten days in Kisangani (ex-Stanleyville). Two
transport aircraft displaying the red cross emblem and a C-130
type aircraft placed at the disposal of the Congolese Government
by the Government of the USA were used for the evacuation. About
a hundred wounded Congolese military were able to be evacuated as
a matter of urgency. Amongst foreign nationals brought to the
Congolese capital were some journalists and nationals of the
following countries : Austria, Belgium, Canada, Cyprus, Finland,
France, Germany, Great Britain, Greece, Iltaly, Kenya, Pakistan,
Portugal, Tanzania, Uganda and the United States.

The Congolese Government gave its full supjoort to this
operation which was also given active help by the ambassadors of
the United States, Belgium and Switzerland, and all their
colleagues.

The Congolese Red Cross took part in welcoming the
evacuees in co-operation with several official and private bodies,
Catholic and Protestant missions and the Salvation Army. The
wounded brought back from Kisangani were immediately taken to
the lovanium clinic and the Danish hospital.
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Geneva, July 20, 1967 Press Release No 3848

ICRC President in the Middle East

* v

Geneva, (ICRC), July 20 1967 - Mr. Samuel Alexandre Gonard, Presi-
dent of the International Committee of the Red Cross, accompanied by
Mr. Pierre Gaillard, delegate general, and Mr. Pierre Basset, Assis-
tant Director of the ICRC, has just returned from the Middle East
where he examined the work accomplished in that region by the ICRC
delegations. .

In the course of his mission he contacted governments, National Red
Cross and Red Crescent Societies and the Israeli Society "Magen
David Adom".

This tour enabled the ICRC President to take up with the authorities
in the five countries concerned the main problems involved in helping
the wounded, the prisoners of war, and the civilian victims of the

> conflict, such as the Jordanian refugees to be repatriated.

v The ICRC President went to the United Arab Republic, Israel, Jordan,
the Lebanon, Syria and Cyprus, where the ICRC general delegation
for the Middle East is established in Nicosia.

In order to see for himself the pratical problems facing the ICRC,
Mr. Gonard went to the Gaza Strip, the Allenby Bridge over the
Jordan, Jerusalem and Kuneitra. In Jordan he visited a camp of
refugees from West of the Jordan.

Mr. Gonard called at the sub-delegations set up by the ICRC on
territories controlled by the Israelis.

In Syria, where the ICRC, the Red Crescent and the Syrian Government,
are conducting a large scale operation for the benefit of the
105,000 refugees from Israeli occupied territory, he inspected a
camp near Damascus and the ICRC stores in the town.

4 v *

The ICRC President also studied the problem of co-ordinating the
various relief actions in the Middle East, particularly in the
course of discussions with the UNRWA Director-General in Beyrouth
and U Thant's special envoy to the Middle East.

In every country which he visited in the course of his voyage, Mr.
Gonard was warmly welcomed by the authorities and the National
Societies.
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Geneva, July 27, 1967 Press Release No. 849 b

ICRC Action in Greece

Geneva, (ICRC), July 27, 1967 -~ The International Commitee of the
Red Cross delegation in Greece, consisting of M. Germain Colladon
and Dr. Jean-Louls de Chastonay, Expert medical, has been granted

permission by the authorities to carry out further visits to poli-
tical detainees.

The two delegates have therefore been able to start their third
series of detention centre inspections since May 9, 1967.
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ICRC Action in Nigeria

Geneva (ICRC), July 28, 1967 - In response to a request
from its delegation in Nigeria, the International
Committee of the Red Cross has just sent to that country
two medical teams, each of one surgeon and two male nurses.
Those teams, whose mission is to give medical attention to
the victims of the conflict prevailing in Nigeria, were
made available to the ICRC by the Swiss Red Cross, thanks
mainly to a Swiss government donation.

One of the teams is already at work in the Makurdi hospital.
The other arrived in the country today and will proceed with
all possible haste to Eastern Nigeria.

According to the ICRC delegates there is great need of
medical supplies in Nigeria. To meet the most urgent, the
ICRC has just flown a 30,000 franc consignment of dressings,
medicaments, anti-biotics and surgical instruments. It is
apparent that the shortage of medical supplies and equipment
makes further large consignments necessary.
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The ICRC in Nigeria - Visits to prisoners and care

to the wounded

Geneva, (ICRC) August 4, 1967. The delegates of the International
Committee of the Red Cross in Nigeria have been permitted to
visit prisoners captured on both sides. Since the beginning of
the conflict, the ICRC received assurances from the two parties
that the provisions of the Geneva Conventions would be applied.

The ICRC medical team installed in the hospital at Makurdi is
continuing its work in co-operation with the staff there. This
team at present consisting of 1 doctor, 1 assistant and 2 male
nurses will shortly be increased by an anaesthetist.

Another medical team, also recruited by the Swiss Red Cross and
comprising 1 doctor and 1 male nurse has been sent to the eastern
part of the country.

The considerable amount of medical requirements reported on both
sides by the ICRC doctors has led the Committee, as an emergency
measure, immediately to open a second credit amount of 50,000

Swiss francs for the despatch of medicines and surgical instruments

in Nigeria.
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Repatriation of refugees in the Near East :

the rble of the ICRC

Geneva (ICRC), August 10, 1967 - The agreement on the repatriation
to territory under Israeli control of persons who have sought
refuge on the East bank of the Jordan, concluded on August 6,
1967, between Jordan and Israel under the auspices of the
International Committee of the Red Cross, will be put into effect
with the help of that organization.

After having assumed the rble of neutral intermediary and
agsisted the two parties concerned in order to reconcile their
two resnective points of view, the ICRC remains at their disposal
to remove difficulties which may yet arise.

This agreement comorises the folliowing provisions

1. Forms to be completed for requestsof repatriation shall bear
the title-heading of the International Committee of the Red
Cross followed by the names.of the two countries concerned.

2. The date fixed for return to the West bank of the Jordan has
been extended to August 31,

3. ZPersons submitting such requests must also present their
passports, their UNRWA identity card (for refugees registered
with that organization) and a Jordanian identity certificate
or any other document considered to be acceptable by the
Israeli authorities.

4. The documents mentioned above should bear a photograph of
the holder.

Forms when completed will be handed over on the Jordan bridge
by the ICRC delegate in Jordan to the delegate of the ICRC in
Israel. The latter will pass these to the Israeli authorities
who will examine them with the least possible delay. Once the
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examination has been terminated, the forms will then be handed
back to the delegate who will return them to the Jordanian
authorities.

It has been arranged that the Jordanian authorities will see to
the transporting of refugees as far as the East bank of the
Jordan. The crossing of the river will be carried out in the
presence of the ICRC delegates.

On their arrival on the West bank, refugees will be taken in
charge by the Israeli authorities who will ensure their transport
to their former homes.

The delegation of the ICRC has made contact with the Director-
General of UNRWA (United Nations Relief and Works Agency for
Palestine Refugees) in Beyrouth which has offered to provide,
if necessary, material and medical assistance to refugees when
crossing the Jordan river.

Persons repatriated will receive a certain amount of food on
returning to their homeg. Furthermore, the Jordan Government
will give them some funds to cover their emergency needs.
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Repatriation of Jordanian refugees

Geneva (ICRC), August 16, 1967 - The repatriation of Jordanian
refugees to the West bank of the Jordan will start on Friday,
August 18 at the rate of one thousand daily.

It will take place, with the help of the ICRC delegate, across
two bridges over the Jordan, the Allenby and Um al Sharot,
one of which being reserved for refugees dependant on UNWRA.

So far, the delegates of the International Committee have
handed over for examination by the Israeli authorities 21,000
application forms for rapatriation representing a total of

80,000 persons.
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Remittance of funds to persons in territory

under Israeli military control

Geneva (ICRC), August 17, 1967 - The disruption since last
June of facilities for the remittance of funds from Arab
countries to persons living West of the Jordan or in the Gaza
Strip has given rise to considerable hardship.

In order to remedy this situation and assist the many families
in need, the International Committee of the Red Cross, in
co-operation with the various authorities concerned, has
devised a system intended to vermit the resumption of cash
transfers to territories under Israeli control. A special

ICRC account has bheen opened with a Swiss Bank in Geneva,
(Swiss Bank Corporation, 2, rue de la Confédération, Geneva),
Funds may be remitted to this account from all countries
involved; they will be transferred for payment to beneficiaries
through local banks in the main towns of West Jordan, the

Gaza Strip, Sinai and Syrian territory under Israeli control.

Reripients will receive local currency, i.e., Jordan dinars,
Egyptian or Syrian pounds, as the case may be.

National Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies in the remitting
countries have been informed by the ICRC so that they may

make known locally the arrangements for the resumption of

cash remittances.
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Geneva, August 17, 1967

Remittance of funds to persons in territory

under Israeli military control

Geneva (ICRC), August 17, 1967 - The disruption since last
June of facilities for the remittance of funds from Arab
countries to persons living West of the Jordan or in the Gaza
Strip has given rise to considerable hardship.

In order to remedy this situation and assist the many families
in need, the International Committee of the Red Cross, in
co-operation with the various authorities concerned, has
devised a system intended to permit the resumption of cash
transfers to territories under Israeli control. A special
ICRC account has been opened with a Swiss Bank in Geneva,
(Swiss Bank Corporation, 2, rue de la Confédération, Geneva),
Funds may be remitted to this account from all countries
involved; they will be transferred for payment to beneficiaries
through local banks in the main towns of West Jordan, the

Gaza Strip, Sinai and Syrian territory under Israeli control.

Recipients will receive local recognized ocurrency, i.o.,
Israclian pounds.

National Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies in the remitting
countries have been informed by the ICRC so that they may

make known locally the arrangements for the resumption of

cash remittances.

INTERNATIONAL T INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE

Press Release No. 854 pis
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Geneva, September 5, 1967 Press Release No. 856 b

Ambush of an ICRC mission in the Yemen

Geneva (ICRC) 5 september 1967 - A medical team of the International

Committee of the Red Cross was proceeding under escort on August 26

in the Jawf Ibn Nasir region between Boa and Hazm, when the convoy was
» ambushed by Beduins, Mr. Frédéric de Bros, in charge of transmissions,
was wounded in the left arm by a bullet, causing an open fracture. Steps

were taken to repatriate him and on August 28 he was transported to Jeddah

for return to Switzerland.

Mr, de Bros is at present undergoing treatment in hospital at Liestal and

his condition is considered to be satisfactory,
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Recognition of Mali Red Cross

Geneva, (ICRC) September 15, 1967 - The International Committee of
the Red Cross states that it officially recognized the Mali Red Cross
on September 14, 1967, )

The honorary President of the Mali Red Cross is Dr., Sominé Dolo,

Minister of Health and Social Affairs.

The Society's regular activities comprise in particular the training
of first-aiders and blood collection for hospitals. Regional commit-

tees have been created in the country's six principal regions.

The Red Cross of Mali is the 109th National Society to be recognized
by the ICRC.
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ICRC DELEGATION IN AFRICA

Geneva, {ICRC) October 13, 1967 ~ The ICRC announced at a press confer-
ence on Friday, October 6, that, consistent with Resolution X adopted at
the XXth International Conference of the Red Cross and in compliance with
a request from the Organization of African Unity, it was prepared to co-
operate in the evacuation of mercenaries and members of the Katanga

gendarmerie who had been fighting against the central government,

The ICRC has now assigned a team of delegates under Mr. Raymond Gafner
to go to the Congo to examine with the authorities ways and means of

carrying out the evacuation cperations,
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Their numbers are expected to increase during the winter. The
Jordanian authorities estimate that some 200, 000 have fled to Jordan since
the June hostilities.

This means that the camp populations are on the increase, and
it has become urgent to replace many of the light camping tents originally
contributed from diverses sources, and which have rapidly deteriorated
from the effects of the desert climate '

Under the overall control of an interministerial committee of
the Jordanian Government, administration and supplies for camps are being
handled by UNRWA, but there are many additional needs which are to be
covered by the Jordanian Red Crescent, with the assistance of a delegate
from the League. These, in particular, include tents, blankets, mats,
soap, and supplementary foodstuffs. The League-Red Crescent programme
also includes operation of milk stations in the camps.

In the Israeli-occupied territories on the West Bank of the Jordan
the ICRC delegation in Jerusalem is assisting in relief work for certain
sectors of the population who have suffered indirectly from the recent
conflict and the economic and social consequences of the occupation.

The appeal asks for powdered milk, blankets, tarpaulins for
repairing roofs and walls, primus stoves, clothing and layettes as well
as funds for the local purchase of certain medicines.
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Appeal for the Geneva Conventions to be respected in Nigeria

Geneva, (ICRC) October 23, 1967 - Greatly concerned over the news,
through its delegation in Nigeria, of the summary execution of three
prisoners of war and of the massacring of civilian populations, the
International Committee of the Red Cross has made an ufgent appeal
to the belligerents for them to conform strictly to the provisions of
international humanitarian law and in particular to article 3 of the

Geneva Conventions,
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Geneva, October 27, 1967 ' Fress release No 861

The ICRC action in the Congo

Geneva, (ICRC) October 27, 1967 - The re-establishing of a normal situation
in the Bukavu region, as was decided by the Organization of African Unity,
and in which the International Committee of the Red Cross accepted to
assist, raises a number of problems which need to be successively resolved.

Asg arranged, the first phase of the ICRC's mission consists in studying
pratical methods of carrying out a plan for the evacuation of the mercenaries
and Katanga gendarmes, together with their families, as proposed by the
OAU and accepted by Colonel Schramme, on condition that certain guarantees
were given for the safety of all persons under his responsibility, For that
purpose, the ICRC has sent out eight delegates who have gone respectively

to Kinshasa, Kigali, Bukavu, Lusaka and Malta.

The head of mission, Mr. R. Gafner also visited Bangui, capital of the
Central African Republic, as, according to OAU plans, it was up tothis State
to provide a contingent of troops to ensure the security and neutralization of
Bukavu during and after the evacuation. However, the Central African
Republic has made it knownthat it was not in a position to provide the
contingent required.

At the same time, the ICRC delegates in Zambia and Rwanda have made the
necessary arrangements to ensure the transit then the reception of the
evacuated Katanga gendarmes. A Zambian government mission, also
comprising a representative of that country's Red Cross, has visited
Colonel Monga, leader of the group of Katanga gendarmes entrenched in
Bukavu to study ways of evacuating his force and of harbouring it on Zambian
territory. Zambia has in fact arranged to instal the Katanga families in two
agricultural zones which they will be free to develop as they wish,

The delegate of the ICRC in Malta is, for his part, examining methods for
the transit of Colonel Schramme's contingent before its members reach
their final destinations, in principle their countries of origin, freedom of
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choice being assured,

The important question of the neutral security forces for Bukavu still therefore
remains to be resolved. The head of the ICRC mission is returning to Kinshasa
to take up this matter again with General Mobutu, Chairman of the recent OAU
Conference in Kinshasa, since the responsibility for this definitely rests with

that organization,

It should be noted that the ICRC has accepted the mission proposed to it by the
Chairman of the OAU by basing itself on Resolution X of the XXth International
Conference of the Red Cross (Vienna, 1965) which in particular ".,.encourages
the ICRC to undertake every effort likely to contribute to the prevention or

' settlement of possible armed conflicts. .. "
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Geneva, November 11, 1967

ICRC RELIEF ACTION IN NIGERIA

In addition to its engagements in other theatres of
hostilities, the International Committee of the Red Cross
aware of the serious humanitarian problem raised by the
conflict in Nigeria, has decided to send relief there in
the form of medicines and another medical team to relieve
the one at present working at the hospital in Achi in the
Enugu area, in the eastern province known as "Biafra".

The ICRC has accordingly chartered an aircraft which left

Bdle on November 11 with some seven tons of medicines and
emergency equipment, together with the relief team consisting
of doctors, Jean-Paul Evard, chief doctor, Georges Muheim,
surgeon, Charles Stockli, anaesthetist, as well as Dr.

Edwin Spirgi who, in his capacity as head of the original ICRC
mission has agreed to return to introduce the new team to the
local situation.

When reporting to the Committee, Dr. Spirgi made it known

that the fighting had caused distress to nearly half-a-million
people. In view of the extent of this suffering, the ICRC,
which is already maintaining a medical team on territory
controlled by the PFederal Government, has considered it to

be its duty to pursue and extend the humanitarian action which
it has undertaken since the outbreak of hostilities on behalf
of the victims of the two parties in conflict.
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THE REFUGEES FROM BUKAVU

As is known, a sub-commission of the OAU recently went
to Rwanda, accompanied by ICRC representatives, to examine the
problems having arisen with the mercenaries and Katanga gendarmes
who had come from Bukavu.

The OAU representatives have on a number of occasions
questioned the refugees in the camp in which they are being
sheltered temporarily. As a result of repeated contacts, first
a part, then the total number of Katanga gendarmes have accepted
to return to the Congo placing their trust in the promised
amnesty guaranteed by the OAU and to desist from seeking asylum
in another African country. This organization having also stated
that it would undertake the evacuation to the Congo of the 2000
or so Katanga refugees and their families, the International
Committee of the Red Cross has considered its intermediary to be
no longer necessary in this repatriation for which the countries
concerned and the OAU henceforth alone assume responsibility.
Furthermore, the delegates of the ICRC have not been in a position
to verify whether all the Katanga refugees had been given a free
choice or had been under pressure.

The ICRC is now waiting to be informed officially of
the final decisions which the OAU special commission has to make
today in Kinshasa concerning the fate and eventual methods of the
evacuation of the white mercenaries, Not until these decisions
are known will the ICRC be able to determine whether it still
has a rdle to play and, if so, what action it can take.
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Geneva, November 20, 1967 Press release No. 870 b
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THE ICRC CONTINUES TO CONCERN ITSELF
WITH THE REFUGEES FROM BUKAVU

The ICRC had accepted, in the spirit of a resolution
adopted by an International Conference of the Red Cross, to
lend its aid to the humanitarian solution of the problem raised
by the refugees coming from Bukavu, in order to avoid bloodshed,
which has so far been achieved.

Henceforth, the ICRC will continue to concern itself
with the case of these refugees, both black and white, since
* the Red Cross makes no distinction of race or political opinion.

It will therefore, as formerly, ensure their supplying,
and also caring for the wounded, which without the ICRC would be
entirely lacking. It will also see, as far as possible, to their
safety.

The ICRC will not however be able to participate in
transporting the Katangese to the Congo, unless verification of
individual wishes is renewed under its control and on fresh bases
giving every guarantee to those concerned of free choice and of
asylum in a country prepared to receive those who do not wish to
return to their places of origin.

Similarly, as regards the white mercenaries, the ICRC
will not take part in any negotiations which might tend to
subordinate the freedom of human beings to financial considerations.

¢+ Fy ¥

In the furtherance of its mission, the ICRC will remain
in touch with the OAU from which it is still waiting for the
final resolution taken by that organization's special commission.
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ICRC RELIZF TC BIAFRA-MISSICON COMPLETED

An aircraft chartered by the ICRC carrying about seven
tons of emergency medical supplies and a medical replacement
team (*) for the Enugu region in the eastern province of Nigeria
(Biafra), having left Basel with Dr. Spirgi on board on Saturday,
November 11 has now returned to Switzerland having carried out
its mission.

After a prolonged stop-off in Lagos, the aircraft went
to Santa Isabel (Fernando Po) and thence landed on November 18
at Port Harcourt where the medical team was able to disembark
with the cargo.

The medical team and the relief consignment were at
once routed to the hospital at Achi, the ICRC's base in Biafra,
where considerable numbers of wounded and sick are undergoing
treatment.

After returning to Santa Isabel, the ICRC aircraft
returned to Port Harcourt on November 19 in order to embark
Mr. Paul Reynard, ICRC delegate, Mr. Jakob Graf, male nurse and
Dr. Edwin Spirgi, delegate of the ICRC and head of the first
ICRC mission in the eastern part of Nigeria, who was in charge of
the hand-over.

All mesures had been taken, in agreement with the two
parties in confli=t, to ensure the safety of the aircraft.
*

(*) The new ICRC medical team comprises Dr., Jean-Paul Evard,
head doctor, Dr. Georges Muheim, surgeon, and Dr. Robert
Lorge.


















