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THE RED CRESCENT AND THE RED CROSS AND PEACE

INTRODUCTION

An observer of the history of mankind can realise without much effort 

the hardships which man in his different localities confronted in his 

endeavour to build the various consecutive ancient civilizations. The 

tendencies of force, occupation and domination overwhelmed the peoples 

various attempts of building civilization. In all circumstances those 

with the might enjoyed all the right whereas the poor suffered from 

despondence and sustained humiliation and destitute. Man lined 

throughout the passing eras of history advancing and retreating 

relentlessly and the nations never knew peace and stability but were 

sometimes triumphant and some other times vanquished.

The subsequent heavenly religious came to reform the state of mankind, 

to drive their attention to the One and Only creator, to Heaven, to 

call on them to complete in workship so that their conduct may become 

righteous, to organize their relations, to eliminate their conflicts 

and consequently to make living full of joy and friendliness.

All the other religious teachings as well as the pioneers of human 

thought and the philosophers dwelt on Man's case and his human and 

social relations, and called for the rejection of violence and the 

achievement of Man's safety, happiness and security in a variety of 

ways.
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Islam was characterized by its concern with Man, organizing his 

spiritual relations within the frame of a number of teachings and 

rituals aimed at the purification of human conscience. Islam has also 

specified the text of state construction and the setting of social and 

economic system that may eventually lead to the accomplishment of 

social justice and equality in a drive to everlasting security and 

peace.

All the moral and spiritual values consider Peace a means and an end 

and they honour all those who work and call towards this end, viewing 

it as an indieputable moral value with benefits and feasibility which 

is worth defending and complying with by people of different cultures, 

understanding and social and economic environments.

Today we are living at the end of the Twentieth Century. Human thought 

has prominently felt the need for a One human civilization and a 

stable harmonious international Society where knowledge and technology 

can flow smoothly and where all forms of domination disappear. The 

peoples of the world efforts through the World Organizations towards 

substantial progress in the fields of sciences and development for the 

good of all mankind.

The determination of these peoples to carry out this difficult task is 

certain and eventually their attempts will not fail.
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Passive Threats to the Achievement of Peace

To be subjective in dealing with peace in this International gathering 

(I demonstration) of the Red Crescent and Red Cross for Peace, we 

shall have to honestly and truthfully refer to the pains and problems 

of our present World which form a direct threat to the stability of 

peace and security, and occupy a large portion of the efforts of both 

the World Organizations and peoples in search of practical solutions 

to ease out tension and limit differences between the guaranteeing of 

national interest versus the peace and security of all mankind.

We do not underestimate the effort exerted in this respect but within 

the Red Crescent and Red Cross as a human movement we are concerned 

first and formost with our being as a new motive force in direct 

support of all the true and honest attempts aimed at creating an 

international subjective climate able to lessen the influence of 

Passive threats toe peace and limit the increasing extent of that 

influence.

Among the passive attitudes which limit a real drive to serve World 

peace is the one represented by old convictions that are obsolete and 

do not belong to modern times when human thought and intellect have 

attained the acme. Another is the new attitudes resulting from the 

astonishing development of technology and science as well as the 

complications of international interests and relations and the 

increase in the gap among the extent of development of different 

peoples, in addition to the immense increase in the national 

liberation and loyalty tendencies together with disputes over lands 

and frontiers and social and sectarian loyalties in limited areas of 
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the world. Such inherited and newly adopted passive attitudes remain 

an outstanding cause of worry, tension and restriction of the 

opportunities of stability and joint constructive work to serve the 

World Community.

Undoubtedly, it is useful to develop dialogue and resume it on a large 

scale to attain and ascertain a joint outlook to deal with the 

problems of paramount importance devotedly and subjectively. The 

people of the world are on the lookout seriously and hopefully for any 

effort or initiative to reinforce loyalty of belonging to the human 

community and serve security and peace.

Loyalty to the cause of peace intends us to mention frankly the most 

urgent problems that upset us and although the whole world knows them, 

it confronts them helpless sometimes and hesitant some other times.

Racial discrimination and the violations of the human rights are 

looked upon in our modern times as a backword type which must be 

dropped off and eliminated from any spot whereas it is being practised 

in the dismal areas of the world. In addition, domination and the 

occupation of territories by force is by no means a civilized action 

anymore. It also contradicts the peoples natural right to 

self-determination and the selection of their life styles and manner 

of participating in civilization side by side with the re't of mankind 

in mutual human fellowship, estimating dialogue and the communal 

effort to make the world more secure and peaceful.
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The stumbling social and economic development in many countries of the 

world is no more unknown and its results are also obviously becoming a 

nuisance to international economists and developmentalists in spite of 

the numerous attempts to minimize the dangers of deteriorating social 

and economic circumstances and the widening gap between North and 

South. Dialogue and hitting all tracks have become a serious 

requirement worth increasing efforts in order to reach an acceptable 

form of mutual interests and ensure a just World economy to offset 

oppression and eliminate suffering caused by poverty, illness and 

ignorance. The rich and developed States are called on more than ever 

to take the initiative to found a just World economic system on the 

basis of international trade, just mutual interests and large scale 

proper manipulation of the resources of the globe with the purpose of 

achieving comprehensive development especially for the benefit of the 

needy who usually suffer.

The build up of military establishments, the arms race and the 

creation of the new instruments of killing and destruction with their 

immense cost at the expense of social and economic development, 

whatever motives may have led to those rates of spending whether for 

alertness or defence of the country in the face of foreign invasion - 

all this view though justifiable brought about a tense psychological 

situation which the media exploited and implanted deep so that it 

shook mutual confidence and trumpeted the end of the world or the ruin 

and the end of the independance of parts of it. The arms race among 

the big powers and its great dangers to mankind spread over one third 

world territories and helped give up the manner of dialogue and 

solving international problems by negotiation. It led to the use of 
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force and fighting without paying any respect to human dignity, 

international humanitarian laws and international conventions calling 

for the preservation of human lives - which led to more spending on 

arms encouraged by the establishments of war arsenal industries and 

consequently to less spending on social and economic development from 

national income. The greatest threat to peace is however, the threat 

to use force and resorting to the logic of war so as to solve 

international problems. All the tension between East and West and the 

little wars here and there in the world which we behold today is a 

result of hesitation to support the principle of Dialogue and the 

creation of a convenient international climate ready for the build up 

of confidence and will help reach acceptable forms to confront the 

armed conflicts and wars, prevent deterioration of international 

relations and save the World from the mishaps of cold wars and the 

dangers of devastating ones of whose terrors and distruction of 

civilization no one can tell. The World will have to face bravely the 

burdens of achieving continual and stable detente as well as bringing 

to an end wars in the World hot war zones. When we refer to these hot 

war zones, we recall the extent of sensitivity of the explosive 

situation there which threatens peace and paves the way for the big 

power intervention and internationalization of these areas. Out of 

noble motives devoted to serve peace we in the Red Crescent and Red 

Cross in the eminent conference want to call attention to this grave 

situation and to the dangers therein. We realise that the Red Crescent 

ana Red Cross cannot have the power to handle this complicated 

situation; yet it has a great deal of principles and humanitarian 

assets which may enable it to pronounce warnings against areas of 

danger and prepare World Opinion to set up beliefs to block wars and 

to give peace the opportunity to spread out.
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THE RED CRESCENT AND RED CROSS, A HERALD OF PEACE

The Red Crescent and Red Cross came into being in tragic circumstances 

which humanity experienced a hundred and twenty years ago. Since then 

the Red Crescent and Red Cross has called for pity and the profound 

notion of loyalty to humanitarian principles and has used educational 

approaches to deal with human behaviour in order that this behaviour 

may support dignity, love and good and reject the ways of domination, 

violence and war.

The Red Crescent and Red Cross concerns were extended in its recent 

history to include other cases of paramount importance to mankind 

inter alia the call for peace as a means and an end to create a motive 

force in the face of war and the destruction of life. However, we 

wonder, "Is it possible that the World may enjoy just and durable 

peace? Is it possible for mankind with their various cultures, 

realisation and selfish interests to refrain from domination and the 

use of force and then resort to subjectivity and a sense of overall 

realisation of the advantages of co-operation and coordination for the 

good of the human community individually and jointly.

The answers to these questions cannot but be optimistic although we 

are aware of the difficulty of such a task and the long way ahead. If 

we do not line up the full scale experience of optimism, there will be 

little choice for us and we will undoubtedly be overwhelmed by 

distress, pessimism and disbelief in man's capabilities to create and 

achieve a better future for the community of mankind. Dealing with the 

case of peace with such tools as its principles and moralities an 

international standing and unity among its members, the Red Crescent 

and Red Cross is the symbol of optimism and the symbol of sacrifice 
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towards this enu. Whenever it is agreed that this optimism is the 

suitable psychological soil to achieve progress with regard to 

international and humanitarian relations in general, we shall have tc 

specify and determine work programmes and applications reinforced and 

carried out by honest and devoted efforts to make all the world 

optimistic and hopeful and a- herald of security, peace and welfare, 

fully realising the components of social justice, equality, the right 

to self-determination, co-operation open to serve the purposes of 

social and economic development and the joint call to offer all the 

elements of protection and aid to all those who need them at any time 

or any place.

The role of the Red Crescent and Red Cross is educational and 

cultural; in this respect it is an open school which represents an 

example of the good word and righteous "raichus" act where all mankind 

lear the values calling for one humanitarian loyalty and belonging and 

the necessity of solidarity to prove this belonging to be a 

substantial reality without mischief or harm.

Our path to achieve social justice and peace as a noble end must 

occupy a large portion of men's intellect, using towards this end 

perseverant educational measures and can be summarized as follows :

1. The dissemination of International Humanitarian Law with all 

possible means and asserting respect for it and for its 

a p p 1 i c a t i o n .

2. To act truthfully and devotedly to apply the Red Crescent and Red

Cross principles in which we have faith.
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3. Seeking to have influence with various overnments and bodies to 

include the principles of Red Crescent and Red Cross and the 

International Humanitarian Law in the Curricula of education 

there.

4. To act to create a brilliant public opinion working for peace in 

which it has faith and rejecting war.

S’. To take care of Youth and to qualify them to adopt their love for 

peace and make a form of daily sacrifice for the welfare of man.

6. To call on World Public Opinion, governments and international 

organizations and independent organizations to act with all legal 

means with an aim

A) to stop arms race

B) to ban production and use of nuclear arsenal and

C) to ban production and use of mass destruction instruments.

7. To call for support of all loyal and honest initiatives to ease 

international tension and solve all conflicts and wars now waging 

in the hot areas of the world by peaceful means and resorting to 

the peoples right to self-determination in order to ensure 

security and peace in the world.

8. To call on the world to holster international efforts with regard 

to raising the social and economic standards and caring for 

development activities of developing countries and giving aid to 

victims of draught and starvation.
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9. To increase the readiness of the Red Crescent/Red Cross Movement, 

to improve the level of its capacity, to group all energy to 

respond positively to calls for aid and to activate the methods 

of development and social service for the good of human

communi tes.

10. To depend fully on the unity and solidarity of the Movement, and 

keep up with the variables subjectively and continually lent 

surely in order to gain more support for the Movement and its 

call for Peace, in order that the Red Crescent and Red Cross may 

have sound grounds and a fertile soil for mutual understanding 

round which everybody clusters and its centre is Man.

11. To nominate a day for the work for Peace to be celebrated 

annually and observed by the World.

12. To express deep appreciation and thanks to all the workers to 

achieve social justice and peace.
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