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COMMUNIQUE

of the Extraordinary Conference of National Red Cross 
and Red Crescent Societies of the Balkan countries

..."The Red Cross does not view peace simply 
as the absence of war, but rather as a 
dynamic process of co-operation among all 
states and peoples: co-operation founded on 
freedom, independence, national sovereignty, 
equality, respect of human rights as well as 
a fair and equitable distribution of 
resources to meet the needs of peoples."

(Preamble, Programme of Action of the Red 
Cross as a Factor of Peace).

I

The National Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies of the Balkan count
ries: Bulgaria, Greece, Rumania, Turkey and Yugoslavia convened at an 
Extraordinary conference on June 5-6, 1984 in Belgrade, Yugoslavia, 
within the framework of their traditional and well-established co
operation and carried out an exchange of view on topical issues of 
common interest for the region and for the International Red Cross and 
Red Crescent Movement as a whole.

In view of the highly complex conditions and alarming tendencies in 
the world, the aggravation of relations on the international military
political scene, the threats to peace, armed conflicts involving the 
death and suffering of a large number of people, especially children, 
the Red Cross and Red Crescent have a more significant role to play 
than ever before in initiating and undertaking action contributing to 
disarmament, understanding and trust in the world, the mitigation of 
the effects of disasters, epidemics and hunger, they express their 
profound wishes that fair and equitable distribution of resources be 
followed and the resolution of the problem of refugees.

Considering that the Balkans by their historical, geographic, econ
omic, political and strategic characteristics constitute a region of 
vast importance for peace in the Mediterranean and in Europe which in 
fact means for peace in the world, the responsibility of the National 
Societies of the Balkan countries becomes all the greater. The unanim
ous position of the National Societies of the region is that inter
national disputes should be resolved by peaceful means, without resort 
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to force but by dialogue in the spirit of the 1982 UN Declaration and 
definition of peace cited above.

The Second World Red Cross and Red Crescent Conference on Peace in the 
opinion of the National Societies of the Balkan countries should be an 
event of the utmost significance for the whole Movement. It is a 
follow-up to the First World Red Cross Conference on Peace and to sub
sequent efforts in favour of peace and disarmament and the Programme 
of Action provides a basis for its work.

Within the framework of their humanitarian health, social and other 
activities, the Red Cross and Red Crescent are constantly contributing 
to these efforts as regional association, equal respect and affirma
tion of the fundamental principles of the Red Cross and Red Crescent 
help to promote co-operation and trust among countries and nations.

The delegations of the Balkan Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies 
expressed their deep concern on the intensification of the arms race 
particularly in nuclear and other weapons of mass destruction which 
are being stockpiled in particular in Europe and elsewhere constitutes 
a serious threat to peace in the whole world. The nuclear danger 
threatens the survival of mankind. The reckless arms race must be 
halted and efforts intensified as much as possible with a view to 
achieving general and complete disarmament and especially the elimina
tion of the means of mass annihilation and to rechannelling at least a 
part of the vast sums being spent on arms into development, particu
larly of the developing countries, and the resolution of numerous 
health and social problems.

The National Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies of the Balkan count
ries which have already scored noteworthy results in a spirit of 
understanding and solidarity, have a significant role to play in 
further efforts to achieve disarmament and especially to transform the 
Balkans into a zone of peace and co-operation. They expressed their 
sincere desire to see the world in general, and the Balkans in parti
cular, free from the threat of nuclear weapons.

The Balkan Red Cross and Red Crescent National Societies which have 
held five conferences so far and are preparing the sixth for next year 
and which have organized a large number of thematic meetings since 
1972 are thereby and through bilateral contacts and co-operation 
making a continuous contribution to those efforts as well.

The National Societies of the Balkans took an active part in the pre
parations and work of the First World Red Cross Conference on Peace 
held in Yugoslavia in 1975. The idea to hold the First World Confer
ence originated from the 1972 Balkan Conference held in Yugoslavia. 
For years, the Balkan societies have been working on the creative 
implementation of the Programme of Action of the Red Cross as a Factor 
of Peace which constitutes a lasting and long-term basis and orienta
tion for the work of the Red Cross and Red Crescent with respect to 
peace. The Programme is also a force motivating the International Red 
Cross and Red Crescent to take practical action in favour of peace. 
These societies have significantly contributed to the implementation 
of the Programme in conformity with their possibilities and specific 
conditions both within the framework on their own National Societies, 
through regional co-operation and within the framework of the Inter
national Red Cross and Red Crescent.
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The Extraordinary Balkan Conference made a positive appraisal of the 
extensive efforts the International Red Cross and Red Crescent have 
made so far to implement the Programme of Action on the part of all 
its component parts.

In view of the changes that have taken place in the world since the 
First World Conference, the Second Conference should look into ways of 
promoting the creative application of the Programme of Action and 
identify new tasks facing the Movement thereby enriching Red Cross and 
Red Crescent activities in pursuit of peace. The Red Cross and Red 
Crescent have to explore all possibilities to that end so as to make a 
maximum contribution to a lasting peace and the mitigation of the 
effects of the unfavourable course international relations. In this 
context, both the indirect and direct contribution which National 
Societies and international bodies are making to peace should be taken 
into consideration. Within the framework of peace-seeking activities 
the need is underlined for establishing contact between the National 
Societies of countries in conflict with a view to tackling the human
itarian problems that arise.

As national societies are the basis and vital force of the Movement, 
the role of the International Red Cross and Red Crescent as a factor 
of peace will grow in strength parallel with the strengthening of its 
component parts. It is therefore particularly important that the 
Second World Red Cross and Red Crescent Conference on Peace provide an 
incentive to the development of National Societies whose underdevelop
ment is due to the insufficient level of development of these count
ries. It is of the greatest importance that the number of members be 
increased, that the process of recognition of new societies be 
accelerated and that the principle of fair geographic representation 
in all the bodies of the International Red Cross and Red Crescent be 
respected. Solidarity and assistance in the development of National 
Societies particularly of the developing countries is a moral and 
humanitarian obligation which should be fostered to an even greater 
degree in the future within the International Red Cross and Red 
Crescent. Whenever an international solidarity campaign is carried out 
respect of the country concerned and of the independence of its 
National Society is imperative. The International Red Cross should 
constantly adjust to new needs, expand its activities and promote its 
capacity for executing increasingly complex tasks.

The Balkan societies are vitally interested in the successful work and 
positive results of the forthcoming Second World Red Cross and Red 
Crescent Conference on Peace, to be held in Finland and Sweden in 
September this year.

The participants in the Extraordinary Balkan Conference also reviewed 
the specific contribution of the Red Cross and Red Crescent youth to 
peace and stressed the significant role played by the Red Cross and 
Red Crescent in their upbringing. In the context of the quest for ways 
and means to promote this educational role, reference was made to some 
positive experiences gained through the introduction teaching of the 
ideals of peace and the principles of the Red Cross and Red Crescent. 
International Youth Red Cross Seminar, held in USSR, Moscow from 22 to 
29 April 1984 and the European Red Cross Youth Conference, held in 
Costinesti, Rumania, from May 31 to June 2, 1984 which reviewed the 
youth's contribution to peace, were significant events in the run-up 
to the Second World Red Cross and Red Crescent Conference on Peace.
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The National Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies of the Balkan count
ries are confident that the Second World Red Cross and Red Crescent 
Conference on Peace will fully demonstrate the unity of our movement 
and its profound dedication to the slogan "Through Humanity to Peace" 
and they declared their wholehearted support to the Second World 
Conference. In this connection, the participants propose that through 
its final document on the further implementation of the Programme of 
Action in conformity with the present-day role of the International 
Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement in the world the Conference pro
vide a fresh incentive to the Red Cross and Red Crescent membership 
throughout the world to intensify their efforts in favour of peace. 
The participants in the Extraordinary Balkan Conference consider it 
indispensable that a message or an appeal be addressed to the inter
national community and governments exhorting them to step up their 
efforts to achieve peace and disarmament.

The members of delegations of the Red Cross and Red Crescent societies 
of the Balkan countries expressed their desire that to this communique 
be included all the introductory statements of this Conference and 
that they should be sent to the League of Red Cross and Red Crescent 
Societies and Second World Red Cross and Red Crescent Conference on 
Peace.

II

All the participants expressed their readiness and willingness active
ly to participate in the preparations for the Sixth Conference of 
National Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies of the Balkan countries 
to be held in Yugoslavia in 1985, as a further contribution to the 
consolidation of friendship and co-operation and the nurturing of a 
climate of peace in this region and the world as a whole.
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APPEAL

OF NATIONAL RED CROSS AND RED CRESCENT SOCIETIES OF 
THE BALKAN COUNTRIES TO ALL NATIONAL SOCIETIES

The Extraordinary Conference of National Red 
Cross and Red Crescent Societies of the Balkan Countries 
held in Yugoslavia on June 5-6, 1984 with Bulgaria, 
Greece, Romania, Turkey and Yugoslavia participating, 
having made an exchange of view on topical issues of 
common interest for the region and the International 
Movement as a whole,

In view of the significance of the Second World 
Red Cross and Red Crescent Conference on Peace and of 
the implementation of the Programme of Action of the Red 
Cross as a Factcr of Peace taking plans under unfavou
rable conditions of alarming tendencies in the world, 
the increased tension in all spheres of life, arms race 
and particularly the danger of nuclear catastrophe, which 
constitute a greater threat to peace than ever before,

The National Red Cress and Red Crescent Socie
ties of the Balkan countries call on all National Red 
Cross and Red Crescent Societies to take an active part 
and to fully commit themselves during the preparations 
and at the Conference itself, so that we may once again 
make a direct contribution through our Movement to peace 
in the world.

6.6.1984.


