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Mr. Chairman,

UNICEF feels honoured to have been invited to participate in this historical gathering. 
In doing so, I take this opportunity to convey the appreciation of the Executive Director of 
UNICEF, Mr. James P. Grant, to the Swiss Federal Government and the International 
Committee of the Red Cross for organizing this fonim on a subject of direct relevance and 
vital importance to the survival of future victims of armed conflicts in the ever-changing 
violent and insecure environment in which we live and work. Because the majority of these 
victims are children and women, UNICEF feels duty-bound to echo their plight. A few 
statistics, however imprecise, reveal why:
* More than one and a half million children have been killed in wars in the last decade;
* More than 4 million have been physically disabled through bombing, land-mines,

firearms and torture;
* Five million children are living in refugee camps today;
* 12 million have lost their homes; and, to the physical ravages of war, must be added

the hidden injuries:
* War-related psychological trauma affects more than 10 million children throughout the 

world today.
* And, as everyone knows, there are roughly 200 million unexploded land-mines 

throughout the world whose accidental detonation results in the death and maiming 
of children daily. It is also a sorry fact, Mr Chairman, that nearly all the land-mines 
produced today are in a non-metal form which naturally, makes their deduction and 
removal far more difficult.

Let us also remember that for every child lost to bombs, mines, bullets, many more 
suffer the indirect consequences of separation from parents and family, loss of shelter, food 
and water supplies, destruction of schools, health clinics and interruption of basic services, 
such as immunization against easily preventable diseases which then, of course, leads to more 
child victims.
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We continue to see schools and feeding centres deliberately destroyed, health clinics 
targeted and feeding centres fired upon. The bombing and targeting of hospitals whether in 
Kabul, Beirut, Sarajevo or elsewhere has become acceptable behaviour for some belligerents. 
How can we accept that the main Sarajevo hospital for instance, received 176 direct hits 
(including the destruction of its Intensive Care Unit) and why are the perpetrators of such 
acts, including the murderers of relief workers, allowed to go free?

Since we cannot reverse history and bring back the dead, the challenge to all of us 
today is how to inculcate - in societies and governments - the duty to respect and preserve 
the sanctity of life. It is partly the concern to ensure minimum protection and survival 
especially for children caught in conflict that spurred UNICEF to organize the historic 
assembly of 149 Heads of Governments at the World Summit For Children at the United 
Nations HQ in New York. The Summit continues to be a sterling testimony of world leaders 
collectively committing themselves to the protection and development of children. The 
outcome was that even more countries (150) quickly ratified the Convention on the Rights 
of the Child which alongside the Geneva Convention of 1949 is now said to be a widely 
accepted instrument of humanitarian law. The Convention on the Rights of the Child not only 
reiterates the provisions of the Geneva Convention of 1949 relating to the protection of 
children in armed conflict, but it brings into play, new codes and standards. Several articles 
of the Convention on the Rights of the Child relate directly to the protection of children in 
armed conflict as well as precludes participation by any child under 15 years of age in armed 
forces. It also upholds all appropriate measures be taken to promote the physical and 
psychological recovery and social re-integration of children. This should not only include 
victims of armed conflicts, but also other children, such as child soldiers who through drugs, 
coercion, bravado or desperation become victims of armed conflicts as well.

Yet. Mr Chairman, we heard little about this Convention at this meeting. We think 
this is a great pity. For, the very countries who are the most affected by wars or internal 
strife today, had been the most vocal and even the most interested, early on, in ratifying the 
Convention on the Rights of the Child. It is even more astonishing that only the most 
advanced and most peaceful countries in the world today provide some education to their 
population on the Convention, whereas those that are in areas of strife are the most silent 
when it comes to teaching or applying the Convention. Teaching both conventions should 
therefore be undertaken in military academies, teacher training colleges, schools, legislative 
bodies and even in places where community leaders gather.

UNICEF also operates, impartially and neutrally, within a universal framework and, 
since the mid-1980s, has worked with Governments, armed movements, and religious 
communities in developing the concept of zones of peace for women and children. In some 
cases, we have been successful such as in El Salvador and parts of Sudan. Yet in others, we 
have seen the concept flouted by all to benefit some ideological or military objective. Mr 
Chairman, we cannot, and must not, accept the cynical manipulation of zones of peace or 
allow armed groups to hinder the free and unrestricted passage of supplies that benefit the 
most helpless of war victims. Therefore, we hope that this forum will help relaunch a move 
towards the full acceptability of zones of peace in zones of war.

UNICEF, Mr. Chairman, would also like to pay tribute to the brave individuals , to 
the Red Cross workers, to the NGOs and local communities, who often risk their lives to 
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protect children and to those who initiate programmes that bring children from various 
religious, ethnic, and other backgrounds together and help them to understand and respect 
their differences. The hope is that through "peace education projects" - succeeding generations 
will learn tolerance and respect as a basis of co-existence. Leaders and armed groups who 
are proponents of "intolerance" in any form cannot, should not, be allowed to be accepted by 
the international community.

Mr Chairman. The World Summit for Children elevated children’s needs to the top 
of the global political agenda, and recognized the principle of giving children "first call" in 
both good and bad times. It is therefore not sufficient to remember children when it is 
convenient to do so. It is incumbent that children are protected fully in times of both war and 
peace.

Since the best interests of the child are universal, it is not only in areas of strife or war 
that the education for peace and for helpless victims should begin. The right to survival, to 
healthy development and to protection from abuse should be enshrined in every constitution. 
Furthermore, when child victims, whether intentionally or accidentally targeted are refused 
evacuation, treatment or refuge by many governments, it is not UNICEF alone that should 
speak out but the community of nations and the leaders of these nations. Prevention is also 
cheaper and better than cure. Therefore, we ask, for example, where is the debate on why 
there continues to be a lucrative trade in the making of more and more deadly artillery, air, 
naval and terrestrial bombs such as land-mines? Where are the controls on the production 
of these tools to create more war victims by these countries that call for an end to war 
victims? Where are the studies that show the effect of embargoes and sanctions on children 
already victims of wars? We therefore seek the leadership of your government as well as all 
governments present for action, for answering the call for Children First, before they become 
victims of loud wars or silent wars such as underdevelopment.

Thank you.


