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Mr.President, 
Distinguished Delegates

On behalf of the Government of Ukraine I would like to express on 
this occasion our deep gratitude to the Government of Switzerland for 
the organization of this important international forum. It is difficult 
to imagine any other place to be more appropriate for its convening as 
it is to a great extent due to the efforts made by Switzerland that the 
1949 Geneva Conventions and the 1977 Protocols additional to 
them were adopted. These international documents of the utmost 
importance laid the foundations of the contemporary humanitarian 
law.

Humanitarian law was developing in the postwar period - restless 
time for mankind.Countries were healing the wounds inflicted by 
WWII. We learned from the wartime experience to treasure human 
life. It also proved that ideological, ethnic, religious animosities are 
superceded by humanistic values. Gradually we come to realize it 
more profoundly. Accession of the majority of states,Ukraine being 
included, to the Geneva Conventions and the Protocols additional to 
them testifies to this.

Accession to these documents, however, does not create per se 
sufficient guarantees of compliance with the norms of international 
humanitarian law. Regretfully, it is in the process of their direct 
implementation,when the states are to fulfill their obligations under 
the Conventions,that many problems arise. Each year these problems 
are becoming more acute: we witness dangerous tendencies towards 
partial or total neglect of the norms of international humanitarian 
law.

We consider, therefore, convening of our Conference as extremely 
timely. Today we have to discuss urgent problems of the protection of 
war victims and, if possible, find the ways of their resolution.

Nowadays humanity is at the historic crossroads - ideological 
barriers are going down, national self-consciousness is on the rise. Not 
infrequently various contradictions between countries, and of late 
contradictions between different forces in some countries cause 
military conflicts which victimize primarily civilian population. 
Application of the corresponding international standards of the 
protection of victims of international armed conflicts to the protection 
of victims of non-international armed conflicts, which are sufficiently 
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wide-spread now and are of special concern to international 
community, seem, therefore, to be appropriate.

Suffice it to mention the Yugoslav crisis. What sufferings are 
being endured by peaceful population there! The conflict in 
Yugoslavia has engendered new sophisticated forms of humiliation 
which cause physical mutilations of civilian population, degrade 
human dignity. They target the most vulnerable strata of population, 
women and children, in particular.

Military formations often neglect the norms of humanitarian law, 
sometimes they are even unaware of their existence. Draft Declaration 
submitted to the Conference points to this. It is extremely important, 
in our opinion, not only to attract attention of international 
community to these facts and condemn them, but also to initiate 
elaboration of a special legal mechanism to ensure that those who 
violate the norms of humanitarian law are brought to answer and 
punished.

Now it is also important to stress neccessity for the parties in armed 
conflicts to comply with the principles of the Geneva Convention 
Relative To The Treatment Of Prisoners Of War. Non-compliance 
with these principles causes considerable moral damage to the peoples 
involved into conflicts. It also concerns those Ukrainians who due to 
the circumstances have found themselves in Afganistan and have been 
taken prisoners of war.

Mr.President, 
Distinguished Delegates,

Ukrainian delegation calls upon this Conference to condemn the 
acts of violence committed against those who assist the victims of 
armed conflicts. It is the time that practical steps to provide them 
with efficient security guarantees should be taken. Ukraine is 
especially concerned about finding solution to these problems as 
Ukrainian battalion stationed - together with representatives of other 
countries - as a part of the UN peace-keeping force in one of the 
hottest spots of the former Yugoslavia has already suffered human 
losses. That is why our state has been among those in the UN who 
have initiated elaboration of the international legal document which 
would establish regulations concerning the status and security of the 
UN peace-keeping forces and auxiliary civilian personnel.
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Ukraine cannot but be concerned about military conflicts on the 
territory of the former USSR primarily for the reasons of their 
inflicting sufferings on peaceful population, causing the flows of 
refugees who are coming to other countries, including Ukraine. In 
connection to this we hail with satisfaction adoption of the resolution 
dealing with protection of the rights of national minorities in the 
areas of military conflicts which was adopted by the Sub-Commission 
on prevention of discrimination and protection of minorities of the 
UN Commission on Human rights.

We regard the idea of elaborating the Declaration of the 
principles and mechanisms for providing humanitarian assistance in 
emergencies with a view of ensuring the most effective protection of 
war victims as the one worth giving consideration to. This 
Declaration would take into account and appropriately interpret 
recent experience in this field.

Ukraine renders its support and calls upon other states to support 
the Draft Declaration of the Conference submitted for our 
consideration. The Draft reflects the problems of the contemporary 
humanitarian law in sufficiently full measure and outlines the 
prospects for their resolution. Thus activities of the states in the area 
of implementation of the norms of humanitarian law, as well as the 
development of the corresponding national legislation will receive a 
new impulse.

Ukraine, on its part, will do everything in its power for the 
implementation of the norms of humanitarian law and is ready to 
cooperate in a constructive way with the governments of other 
countries for the purpose of preventing conflicts, or, provided these 
conflicts arise, for the purpose of their victims' protection.

Thank you for attention.


