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Mr Chairman,
Distinguished Delegates,

It is with a heavy heart that I would firstly on behalf of my Head of State, the Government and 
people of Sierra Leone, wish to offer sincere condolences and sorrow for the regrettable loss 
of two members of the International Red Cross in Sierra Leone.

Ever since the senseless hostilities broke out in our country two and a half years ago, the ICRC 
has with a sense of duty and understanding, extended indispensable help to the war affected 
people of Sierra Leone.

At this moment, the Government and people of that country share your sorrow and reiterate 
their sincere determination to co-operate with the Red Cross as it continues its work in our 
land.

Your delegates entered my country with a sense of purpose and our people shall forever 
remember them and endeavour to ensure that their efforts shall not go in vain.

May I also use this opportunity to extend on behalf of the people of Sierra Leone our 
condolences to the family of the deceased who at this time feel the gravest pain.

As many speakers before me have stated it is now of utmost importance to ensure the 
protection of aid workers without whom millions of people will perish.

If delegates of international organisations whose main preoccupation is the provision of 
essential aid items on a purely humanitarian basis, to the war affected citizens of a country can 
be treated in such a ruthless manner, you can only imagine the depth of suffering the ordinary 
citizens trapped behind rebel lines in my country face every day.
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Sierra Leone once tnown to be one of the most peacefull country in the world as been ravaged 
by senseless rebelle war.

The protection of war victims is one of the main problems affecting countries in the Third 
World. We have all come together to declare with one voice our total abhorrence at the 
flagrant disregard of the rights of these poor souls. We must though note that just preparing 
declarations and resolutions will be meaningless if we do not address the practical realities of 
conflict situations. For it is only when adequate steps are taken in this regard, that the suffering 
faced by millions of people throughout the world will come to an end.

It is a fact that international conflicts account for less than 5% of hostilities in the world. 
Instead upsurges of non-international conflicts proliferate the world and bring about suffering 
within a nation.

Mr Chairman,
Whilst governments may subscribe to the various protocols enshrined in the Geneva 
convention, rebel factions and other armed groups do not make any such pretences. Problems 
with the civilian section start when one armed faction enters a town and starts to conscript 
new recruits. When ideology fails in this venture, force becomes a more persuasive method. It 
is then that family genocide becomes rampant and raping and killing becomes a mean of 
showing authority. These forces true to guerrilla warfare as practised in the third world make 
their bases in heavily populated areas and have no compunction about using civilians as shields 
or cover for attacks on other forces.

It is of course the norm, Mr Chairman, that threats and attacks on civilian areas are perceived 
as the quickest means of bringing pressure to bear on a government.

Of course when towns are retaken by government forces the necessary screening of citizens to 
draw a line between forces in civilian guise and victims brings about numerous problems. We 
must note that when one armed faction shows a flagrant disregard for the rule of law especially 
in the execution and mutilation of prisoners of war and civilians trapped behind lines, it 
becomes increasingly difficult for commanders to control the individual actions of men 
frightened by the atrocities they have witnessed.

It is also worth noting that when civilians are armed without training the tendency to play God 
and start reprisals for past personal quarrels emerges.

The economic woes facing third world countries engaged in hostilities or having to cope with 
refugees is another key factor in the suffering faced by war affected victims. The setting up of 
camps, the purchase of relief items such as food, agricultural and other professional tools, the 
rebuilding of devastated areas and most importantly the provision of essential drugs and the 
break-up of the educational institutions especially regarding children are all problems states 
have found impossible to cope with. The government of Sierra Leone, currently in an armed 
conflict, presently spends more money on keeping one prisoner of war in detention in 
accordance with the Geneva conventions than it does on one patient admitted into our 
hospitals. Sierra Leone hase a right regard legal mechanising to enhore dissipline withing 
military. With a population of four millions people 400'000 Sierra leone had to seek refùge 
neighbouring state like Guinée.
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Causes relating to the low of war now recive great priority in our military curriculum. This act 
need to be reciprocited by all side in our conflict , if practical realite to them is to be seem. 
About the same number have desplaced persons statuts withing the country. Have thanks to 
various govemements and internationals organisations who have helped alliziate the suffering 
of this people. *

These, Mr Chairman, form the harsh realities of major conflict situations particularly in Africa. 
Though we my not be able to address all issues outlined in our declaration and resolutions, 
permit me, Mr Chairman, to state that influence on the activities of rebel factions and armed 
groups resides outside the third world. Some neighbouring state to conflict zone geving with 
moral support.

As all governments here present once again declare not only with words their avowed will to 
fight against the suffering of war affected victims, it now remains for immense pressure to be 
brought to bear on the other factions to do the same for the results of this meeting to bear 
fruit. Those of us who are able to do so owe humanity our efforts in that direction.

From practical experience one of the measures that Sierra Leone would like to see adopted in 
the efforts to protect war victims, particularly the civilian population is by introducing more 
stringent measures in the arms trade, especially in relation to purchases by non-governmental 
groups. Is a fact that even though radly any third world country produce is weapon of 
destruction, 90% of arms conflicts in the world occure in this region.

Distinguished Delegates, Mr Chairman,
A harsh reality is that three fourth of the bullets and mines sold to these factions end up being 
used against civilians.

Finally,with major charges occurring throughout the world and the outcry on crimes against 
humanity on an international level, one feels hope that a new future might even emerge where 
issues could be solved by dialogue and tolerance instead of through the barrel of the gun, 
where business interests, racial ethic and tribal problems, religious and political differences and 
all others will take a back seat for peace when we think about the attendant problems they pose 
on the innocent civilians.

May I extend to august body, the sincere felicitations from the Head of State and Chairman of 
the National Provisional Ruling Council, Capt. Valentine Strasser, and the people of Sierra 
Leone.

On the inception of our government on the 29th April 1992, we affirmed that we would abide 
by and honour all the international treaties and conventions that Sierra Leone is a party to. 
Therefore our government is committed to honouring the established rules governing the 
international humanitarian law applicable to armed conflicts.
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Since some of these laws drafted years ago do not effectively cover non-intemational conflicts 
and the atrocities they bring, it is the hope of my Government that a lot of action shall go in 
that direction.

Our government once more wishes to reiterate its sincere committement to upholding 
inalienables rights of all citizens and actions in the recent past bear justice to this.

I thank you.

Geneve, le 31 aout 1993/EL


