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On behalf of the Government and people of Liberia, I have the honour to 

extend my sincere thanks and appreciation to the Swiss Government 

for organizing this Conference at this time.

The Republic of Liberia is a very small West African country which has 

been involved in a civil conflict since December 1989. As you may know 

from the international news media, all the parties to the conflict 

violated, with impunity, international humanitarian law. Although a 

ceasefire is now in place, this conference is timely because the 

conflict left, in its wake, many victims who are still in need of 

assistance and protection.

My presence at this conference is indicative of Liberia's endorsement 

of the Draft Declaration of June 11, 1993.

To give added support to the respect of International Humanitarian Law 

by parties to conflicts and to ensure that relief workers are fully 

protected, Liberia joins previous speakers in recommending the 

following:

1) The establishing of a Permanent Criminal International Tribunal with 

jurisdiction to investigate all violations of International 

Humanitarian Law during international and non-international armed 

conflicts;



2) A mandatory course of instruction of International Humanitarian Law 

for all military training and educational programs.

In view of the fact that in many armed conflicts, the children are 

doubly victims, that is, they not only suffer the deprivations of war 

but also they are often forced to participate as soldiers, Liberia 

recommends that this Conference emphasizes the need for strong measures 

to ensure that children are not forced into combat action either by 

governments or by warring factions. Perhaps any government or fighting 

faction that violated such measure could be tried by the aforementioned 

International Tribunal.

The ICRC is to be complimented for its very complete report detailing 

important issues to be considered by this Conference. Liberia, with its 

recent history of civil conflict, has the painful experience to 

understand full well the necessity for complete adherence of all states 

to International Humanitarian Law and the measures being proposed. 

Nothing less than a forceful and emphatic response from this Conference 

will satisfy the needs for protection of the victims of war.


