
PERMANENT MISSION OF THE REPUBLIC OF INDONESIA 
TO THE UNITED NATIONS AND OTHER INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS

16, Rue de Saint-Jean · 1203 Geneva · Tel. (022) 45 33 50

STATEMENT BY

THE MINISTER OF JUSTICE OF THE REPUBLIC OF INDONESIA 

H.E. MR. OETOJO OESMAN

BEFORE THE 

INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON THE 

PROTECTION OF WAR VICTIMS

GENEVA, 30 AUGUST 1993

Pleas« check against deiverv



Mr. Chairman,

Allow me first to express the sincere appreciation of the Indonesian Delegation 
for the cordial welcome and generous hospitality extended to us by the 
Government and people of Switzerland, as well as for the excellent arrangements 
made for this Conference. Indeed, it can not be more fitting that this international 
conference for The Protection of War Victims is being held in a country whose 
vigorous and determined policies on international humanitarian law are well-known 
to the whole international community. Let me avail myself of this opportunity to 
congratulate you, Mr. Chairman, and your distinguished colleagues in the Bureau, 
on your well-deserved election.

Mr. Chairman,

We gather here, in this historic City of Geneva, amidst continuing profound 
changes in the international scene characterized by uncertainties and 
contradictions. The end of the Cold War has been accompanied by a positive trend 
whereby the drive for confrontation is giving way to the will for dialogue and a 
spirit of accommodation. The collapse of the bi-polar bloc structure, while not in 
itself ensuring just and durable peace for the peoples of the world, should 
nonetheless open up opportunities to build up a new international order, based on 
peace, justice, common prosperity and full respect for the principles and norms of 
international law.

Yet, unfortunately, the bright prospects and opportunities implicit in the 
improved global political climate are sharply contrasted by the emergence of new 
problems and unprecedented challenges. As pointed out in the Jakarta Message 
from the Tenth Summit of Non-Aligned Countries, "simmering disputes, violent 
conflicts, aggression and foreign occupation, interference in the internal affairs of 
states, policies of hegemony and domination, ethnic strife, religious intolerance, 
new forms of racism and narrowly conceived nationalism are major and dangerous 
obstacles to harmonious co-existence among states and peoples and have even led 
to the disintegration of states and societies". More regrettably, maltreatments and 
denials of elementary humanitarian assistance to victims of such conflicts and 
malevolent acts continue unabated. It is against this background that the present 
Conference assumes a timely significance.

Mr. Chairman,

Convened only a few weeks after the World Conference on Human Rights in 
Vienna, this Conference certainly has the advantage of benefitting from the Vienna 
agreements regarding the broader issues of human rights in general. Indeed, the 
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painstakingly negotiated Vienna Declaration and Programme of Action do reflect 
the consensus of the international community and contain a large number of 
provisions which are relevant to our work. Therefore, we believe that it would be 
in our best common interests if, instead of unnecessarily duplicating previous 
exercises, counter-productively capitalizing on divergences on peripheral issues, 
and running the risk of politicizing an area which must be kept politically neutral, 
this Conference could be focused on the more specific problems of the protection 
of war victims through the reaffirmation of the existing international humanitarian 
law and the determination of all participants to ensure the full and effective 
implementation of its rules. It is imperative for all of us to rededicate our solemn 
commitment to the spirit of international humanitarian law as it was originally 
founded.

Mr. Chairman,

Indonesia, which dearly holds the principle of "a just and civilized humanity" as 
one of its Five Basic State Principles, has always attached utmost importance to 
international humanitarian law, including the protection of war victims. We have 
consistently honoured our commitments and fulfilled our obligations as party to the 
1949 Geneva Conventions. We have also spared no effort in disseminating 
international humanitarian law in a systematic way, in particular by teaching its 
rules to those who are responsible for their implementation. In the same vein, we 
share the concern over the apparent impotence of international instruments and 
mechanisms to effectively respond to massive violations of humanitarian law, the 
Bosnia tragedy being a clear case in point. Therefore, we stand ready to join hands 
with the rest of the international community in any collective endeavour to promote 
respect for, and to ensure the full and effective implementation of, international 
humanitarian law in full conformity with the United Nations Charter.

In conclusion, Mr. Chairman, Indonesia expects from this Conference a 
declaration embodying a focused but clear political message representing a strong 
unity of purpose and a solid manifestation of solidarity from the entire international 
community to genuinely uphold the noble principles and norms of international 
humanitarian law. With this in mind, I pledge to you the full support and active 
cooperation of my delegation in the discharge of your demanding task in order to 
bring this important Conference to its successful conclusion.

Thank you, Mr. Chairman.


