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Mr. President,

My Government would like to wholeheartedly commend 

the Swiss Government and the ICRC for the initiative taken 

by them to organise this International Conference for the 

Protection of War Victims. We would also like to thank the 

Swiss Authorities for having provided such excellent facilities 

for the same.

2. This Conference is particularly timely for despite

the end of the Cold War and the disappearance of the East- 

West tension, war is still a reality and indeed an ever present

danger and there is thus the need to ensure that the victims

of war, many of whom are innocent men, women and children, 

are given due protection. This Conference affords us an

opportunity to reaffirm the international community's

commitment to tolerance, cooperation and understanding and to 

condemn all forms of armed conflict.

3. India's history and national ethos have inevitably

impelled it to abjure violence and to promote the search for 

peace, goodwill and understanding the world over. India stands 

for a non-violent World Order and India rejects armed conflict 

and war as a means to resolve disputes. This approach is 

well illustrated in our non-violent struggle for independence under 

the guidance of the Father of the Nation, Mahatma Gandhi, 

and in our foreign policy which places a premium upon friendship 

with all on the basis of resolution of differences through 



dialogue and discussion. In this backdrop, it is, therefore, no surprise 

that India attaches such great importance to the protection of the victims 

of war and that India is a signatory of the Geneva Conventions which are 

the repositories of the International Humanitarian Law in this field. 

Both ancient Indian epic law and coded law are at one in clearly 

enunciating the importance of according generous treatment to prisoners 

of war stipulating that innocent civilians should not be injured or 

otherwise harmed. Megasthenes, the reknowned Greek Ambassador to 

India in 4th Century BC bore eloquent testimony to this humanitarian 

approach to war in the following terms:

"Husbandmen are regarded as a class that is sacred and inviolable, 

the tillers of the soil, even when battle is raging in their 

neighbourhood, are undisturbed by any sense of danger, for the 

combatants on either side in waging the conflict make carnage of 

each other, but allow those engaged in husbandry to remain quite 

unmolested. Besides they neither ravage an enemy's land with

fire, nor cut down its trees."

This approach which is a part of our tradition has found a ready and 

vibrant echo in contemporary history in our scrupulous observance of the 

letter and spirit of the Geneva Conventions.

India looks forward to this Conference as an occasion to reaffirm 

and reiterate the unreserved commitment of the international community 

to the provisions of the Geneva Conventions for the Protection of War 

Victims. I would like to assure you, Mr. Chairman, that our delegation 

stands ready to offer you its fullest cooperation in this noble endeavour 

and will work closely with all other delegations at this Conference towards 

this end. It is only fitting that the call should go out from Geneva, the 



home of the Geneva Conventions and the ICRC, to mankind the world 

over that suffering caused to innocent civilians by the brutalities and 

horrors of war must be minimised through strict observance of international 

rules and obligations as enunciated and voluntarily acceded to by the 

international community and the centre of our concern must be to ensure 

effective compliance and observance of these norms and regulations. 

Grave breaches of international humanitarian law and war crimes should 

be effectively punished. Towards this end, we fully endorse the idea 

that international humanitarian law should be widely disseminated, the 

rules of international humanitarian law should be incorporated in military 

training and all that is possible should be undertaken at the national 

level to enhance the respect for such international humanitarian law. In 

the final analysis, observance of international humanitarian law would be 

ensured by the promotion of tolerance and non-violence, a move towards 

démocratisation, promotion of good neighbourly relations and disposition 

to settle differences through dialogue and discussion rather than use of 

force.

5. War in all forms must be unequivocally condemned. It is a

matter of deep concern that far from being eradicated, new and more 

dangerous variants of war have manifested themselves in recent years 

such as low intensity wars waged through armed infiltrations and terrorist 

operations by intrusive and motivated external forces aimed at 

destabilising and undermining the territorial integrity of States.

6. In this context, I would like to avail of this opportunity to

categorically reject as completely false and motivated the allegations 

made by the distinguished representative of Pakistan about Jammu & 

Kashmir, an integral and inalienable part of my country. The situation 

in Jammu & Kashmir today is the creation of externally assisted terrorist 

actions whose wanton and indiscriminate atrocities have caused untold
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sufferings to countless innocent men, women & children. We look to 

the international community to condemn such terrorist actions in the 

strongest possible terms.
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