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Mr. Chairman, distinguished Delegates, Ladies and Gentlemen,

It is my special pleasure and honour to address this 
important gathering on behalf of the Republic of Croatia.

Please allow me first to express my gratitude to the Swiss 
Federal Council and the people of the Swiss Confederation for 
their hospitality and efforts put in organizing this Conference.

The tragic events we have been witnessing make it imperative 
for us to reaffirm the principles of international humanitarian 
law and to exert maximum pressure on all parties concerned in 
order to make them abide by these principles.

As a representative of the country which has undergone all 
the horrors of a brutal aggression, I feel most strongly about 
the need for our more active engagement in the prevention of 
armed conflicts and the protection of war victims. The Serbian 
aggression against my country and the neighbouring state of 
Bosnia-Herzegovina has drastically highlighted the problem of how 
to protect the so-called vulnerable groups from atrocities 
unheard of. Since the end of World War Two nowhere in the world 
have so many civilians been exposed to such cruelties as has been 
the case in the war waged against Croatia and Bosnia-Herzegovina. 
To achieve the objectives of " ethnic cleansing” the Serbian 
aggressor has applied the methods of violence against the 
civilian population - including persecution, killing, wanton 
destruction of towns and villages, destruction of cultural 
heritage and natural environment, setting up of concentration 
camps, where the most terrible ways of torture and maltreatment 
have been used, especially sexual abuse of women. The atrocities 
committed against children, women and elderly people, which are 
the groups under special protection of humanitarian law, reveal 
all the brutality of the aggressor. It is beyond doubt that the 
brutal crimes against civilians, including "ethnic cleansing", 
are not a " by-product” of military operations, but one of the 
basic, even primary goals of the Serbian expansionist war.

Of 24,028 persons wounded and 6,651 killed in Croatia, 7,081 
(702 children) wounded and 2,265 killed (169 children) are 
civilians. In other words, a third of the total number of 
casualties are civilians. In Vukovar alone the total number of 
victims is estimated to 4,500 to 5,000, 70% of whom are 
civilians. 12,706 persons (including 416 children) have been 
registered as missing or forcibly taken away. We have grounds to 
fear that most missing persons have been killed. Ample evidence 
of it are mass graves at Vukovar where, due to the denied access, 
the number of victims lying in them still has not been 
ascertained.
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Mr. Chairman,

As you well know, the aggression against Croatia and Bosnia- 
Herzegovina has caused the biggest refugee crisis in Europe after 
World War Two.

Fully respecting international humanitarian law and human 
rights Croatia has taken care of hundreds of thousands of 
refugees and displaced persons, far beyond its capacities. We 
have done everything to facilitate the unhindered flow of 
humanitarian assistance through our territory to war-stricken 
areas.

During various stages of the aggression Croatia has been 
caring altogether for about 900,000 of its own displaced persons 
plus roughly the same number from the neighbouring Bosnia- 
Herzegovina, which makes a total of 1,800,000 persons. About 
650,000 displaced persons have passed through Croatia on their 
way to other countries. In December 1992 Croatia cared for about 
750,000 (of whom more than 400,000 persons from Bosnia- 
Herzegovina) and in August 1993 the figure was 525,465 (of whom 
278,577 from Bosnia-Herzegovina), which makes about a fifth of 
the total population of the Republic of Croatia. In addition to 
it, 163,300 refugees from Croatia have found shelter in other 
countries. It should be noted that 253,070 displaced persons have 
arrived from the so-called 'pink zones” and UNPAs. This, 
unfortunately, illustrates the inefficiency of the UNPROFOR peace 
operation and a failure to implement the basic provisions of the 
Vance Plan and that is, in the first place, the return of the 
civilian population to their homes. Even more, the expulsions of 
the Croatian population from UNPAs have continued. The Republic 
of Croatia would be only too glad if UNPROFOR were to completely 
fulfil its mission, but will not be able to go on tolerating its 
inefficiency.

In its care for refugees, Croatia has been faced not only 
with enormous material problems, but also with the shortcomings 
of the existing international rules concerning the protection of 
refugees, including poor efficiency of the international co
operation when it comes to helping the persons forced to flee 
their homes. The International Committee of the Red Cross, United 
Nations High Commissioner for Refugees, United Nations 
specialized agencies, many other international organizations and 
countries, including our host country, have done a lot to 
alleviate their suffering. Unfortunately, what has been done is 
not enough.

One of the main problems here is the fact that, along with 
the cogent non-refoulement principle committing the immediate, 
neighbouring country to accept them, the other countries are only 
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morally committed to share with the first-resort country the 
burden of the care for them. The international community should 
find better legal solutions, material resources and 
organizational means for temporary care of refugees pending their 
repatriation.

Mr. Chairman,

The Republic of Croatia, although one of the youngest states 
of Europe, has already become a party to all relevant treaties 
on human rights, to all treaties dealing with humanitarian law, 
except the Convention on Prohibitions or Restrictions on the Use 
of Certain Conventional Weapons (1980), in respect of which it 
has already initiated the process of adoption. In accordance with 
our Constitution, the international agreements that Croatia is 
a party to are an integral part of our legal system, directly 
applicable in our courts and other institutions and they prevail 
over domestic laws.

Croatia was one of the first states to support the 
establishment of the International Tribunal for War Crimes, as 
proposed by the United Nations Commission of International Law, 
as well as the ad hoc International Tribunal for War Crimes on 
the territory of the former Yugoslavia. Individual war crimes 
have been committed on all sides. We strongly condemn all war 
crimes and demand that all war criminals and all those who have 
violated the standards of the international humanitarian law, 
including instigators and organizers, be punished, regardless of 
the side-they belong to.

Unfortunately, the international mechanisms, supposed to 
prevent war crimes or to punish their perpetrators, are 
insufficient or cumbersome. Hence our strong support for the 
Draft Declaration and proposed amendments designed to upgrade the 
efficiency of the existing humanitarian mechanisms and to 
consider introducing new ones with an aim to protect human lives, 
material resources, cultural heritage and natural environment 
from war destruction and also to justly compensate the war- 
victims in accordance with international humanitarian law.

Mr. Chairman,

As for the war in Bosnia-Herzegovina, which is taking new 
victims while we are having discussions here, I have to say that 
the international community should take urgent, more efficient 
measures to enforce a just and comprehensive settlement 
acceptable to all constituent peoples there. Unfortunately, in 
Bosnia-Herzegovina two victims of the Serbian aggression have 
been fighting each other recently. The Muslim offensive in 
Central Bosnia has led to new massacres of the Croatian civilian 
population. To achieve the objectives of 'ethnic cleansing' the 
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Muslim forces have expelled 120,000 Croats from their ancient 
abodes and 190,000 Croats are besieged in four Croatian enclaves 
with virtually no humanitarian help reaching them. Actions taken 
so far in Bosnia-Herzegovina are by far short of actual needs. 
The European and international parties have failed in their 
response to this political and humanitarian catastrophe.

I wish to point out that the Republic of Croatia has always 
been consistent in its policy of abiding by all the standards of 
international humanitarian law. That is why we condemn any 
obstruction to the free flow of humanitarian assistance and any 
prevention of help to wounded persons and other victims. We also 
condemn any detention of civilians and demand their unconditional 
release, regardless of which side has detained them. Furthermore, 
we demand that the international humanitarian organizations, ICRC 
above all, have free access to POWs for their exchange or 
release. We strongly condemn any attacks on the members of 
UNPROFOR.

We must do our utmost, jointly and individually, to make 
sure that legal standards in the field of humanitarian law and 
human rights be respected and continuously updated to serve the 
protection of human beings in general and the victims of war in 
particular. What we urgently need is a just peace and a durable 
political solution in order to prevent new human tragedies and 
sufferings of the civilian population in Europe.

Peace in these areas, even if the current Geneva 
negotiations produce a consensus about Bosnia-Herzegovina, will 
not be just, durable and stable without complete and effective 
reintegration of the UNPAs into the constitutional, political and 
economic system of the Republic of Croatia. What is also 
indispensable for the kind of peace we are striving for is strict 
respect for all human and minority rights in all states in the 
area.

Finally, allow me to stress that no conflict can be easily 
localized. The same applies to this conflict in the area of the 
former Yugoslavia. It is bound to have a long-term impact not 
only on the people affected by the war and aggression, but also 
on security and stability of the whole of Europe. That is why we 
call upon the international community, and European states in 
particular, to take a decisive action to stop the war and to 
prevent the continuation of the biggest European tragedy in 
recent history.

Thank you, Mr. Chairman.


