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Mr. Chairman,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

Dear colleagues,

First and foremost allow me to convey greetings to the 
organizers of this Conference, and to all its participants on 
behalf of the Bulgarian government who follow closely the work of 
this important international forum.

We have gathered in a country which abides by its neutrality 
with perseverance, and is well-known for a number of initiatives 
and conferences which have provided the basis for, and have 
developed, the principles of the international humanitarian law.

We have gathered in the native land of world-famous 
philosophers, writers and humanists like Charles Secretan, Jean 
Sismondi, Henri Dunant, Victor Cherbulier and Johann Pestalozzi 
so as to prove that mankind is increasingly beginning to feel 
like one big family in which any conflict and any problem of some 
of its members influences the stability and the security of all 
the rest. There should not be places on earth where human life is 
worthless and where the political ambitions are prepared to risk 
the existence of whole nations, while the world is watching 
silently and indifferently. The proposed Declaration is imbued 
with this noble idea which the Bulgarian delegation is ready to 
support.

We have gathered here owing to the timely initiative of the 
Swiss Federal Council to discuss issues of vital importance in 
the present-day world where wars and conflicts rage and violate 
the most fundamental human right - the right to life. Montaigne 
has said: "The sound of weapons drowns the voice of law" and 
these words of his have been proved in the dozens of wars waged 
after his lifetime.
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I arrived from a country which is a neighbour to one of the 
most ominous conflicts in contemporary Europe - the war in Bosnia 
and Herzegovina. Bulgaria has just started to establish the new 
democratic society and has embarked on the road to market 
economy. For that reason, this conflict reverberates so strongly 
through its public consciousness, poses new problems before the 
national security of Bulgaria, has a rather negative impact on 
the restructuring of the economy and the fledgeling private 
initiative and trade. My colleagues are familiar with, and, I 
believe, have an understanding for, the extent of the losses 
suffered by Bulgaria due to the strict observance of the relevant 
United Nations SC resolutions, as well as with our proposals for 
alleviating the burden of the embargo on the Bulgarian economy.

The war to the West of my country has yet another, emotional 
aspect - despite the contradictory history of the Balkans, the 
Bulgarians have retained their friendly feelings based on the 
deep historical, cultural and ethnic links with these peoples. We 
have always sought to live in peace and understanding with our 
neighbours. The grounds for this are to be found in our 
conviction that only mutual respect and consideration for the 
dignity of neighbouring peoples can bring about a really stable 
and peaceful existence for each and every one of us.

Bulgaria is a party to all international legal acts in the 
field of humanitarian law, meets all the pursuant obligations and 
is ready to render due humanitarian assistance to anyone who 
might need it, despite our own difficulties. On the eve of the 
Conference, the Bulgarian government proposed to the National 
Assembly to withdraw the reservations regarding the Geneva 
Conventions of 1949, and to approve a declaration pursuant to 
Art. 90 of their First Additional Protocol. We consider it 
important to support the establishment of an International 
Criminal Court acting on a permanent basis.

The international humanitarian actions are in the 
prerogatives not only of states, but of the international 
organizations as well, among which the International Committee of 
the Red Cross, marking its 130-th anniversary this year. These 
actions are inconceivable if they are not based on the 
international humanitarian law. For that reason we deem it 
absolutely necesary that all states accede to the basic 
conventions which regulate these issues, believing that this is 
the way to create a common legal awareness of, and responsibility 
for, these actions. I dare avail myself of this opportunity to 
inform you that on the initiative of the Bulgarian Red Cross 
Committee a Balkan Conference of the National Red Cross 
Committees will be held next month. I invite the governments of 
the Balkan states to render all possible support and attention to 
the relation and cooperation between the Balkan National Red 
Cross Committees.
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The thousands of human victims of the war in Bosnia and 
Herzegovina, the conflicts on the territory of the former USSR, 
the acute problems and conflicts in a number of places throughout 
the world prove once and for all that war should be eliminated as 
a means of resolving international disputes. Starting from this 
presumption, we could seek to formulate a Code of Conduct, based 
on the universal human values, on the generally accepted 
principles and norms of state conduct in the domestic and 
international life, the focal point of which should be the 
attention and care for each and every human being. In this 
connection, I would like to conclude with a thought of the French 
writer Jacques Bossuet: "it is better to save one citizen than to 
defeat a thousand enemies". And, in my opinion, it is this that 
should motivate the actions of all of us - both politicians and 
experts - on the international scene.

Thank you.



BULGARIA AND THE INTERNATIONAL HUMANITARIAN LAW SYSTEM

1. During the Russian-Turkish War of 1877-1878, as a result of 
which Bulgaria gained, its independence in 1878, the Bulgarian Red 
Cross Society was created.
2. On March 1, 1884 Bulgaria adhered to the First Geneva 
Convention of 1864 and strictly abided by its provisions during 
the imposed on it Serbian-Bulgarian war of 1885. During that time 
the Bulgarian Red Cross Society was officially recognized by the 
International Red Cross Movement and became its member.
3. Since 1934 Bulgaria is a party to the Geneva Protocol of 1925 
relative to prohibition of the use in time of war of suffocating, 
toxic or similar gases and of bacteriological means.
4. Since 1937 Bulgaria is a party to the Convention of 1929 on 
the treatment of prisoners of war as well as to the Convention of 
1929 for the amelioration of the condition of wounded and sick in 
the armed forces in the field.
5. Since 1955 Bulgaria is a party to the four Geneva Conventions 
of 1949, namely:

a/ the Geneva Convention for the amelioration of the 
condition of the wounded and sick in the armed forces in the 
field.

b/ the Geneva Convention for the amelioration of the 
condition of wounded, sick and shipwrecked members of armed 
forces at sea.

c/ the Geneva Convention relative to the treatment of 
prisoners of war.

d/ the Geneva Convention relative to the protection of 
civilian persons in time of war.
6. Since 1990 Bulgaria is a party to the two additional protocols 
of 1977 to the Geneva Conventions of 1949, namely:

a/ First additional protocol to the Geneva Conventions of 
12.08.1949 relative to the protection of victims of international 
armed conflicts.

b/ Second additional protocol to the Geneva Conventions of 
12.08.1949 relative to the protection of victims of 
non-international armed conflicts.
7. Recently the Bulgarian government has started the procedure 
before the Bulgarian National Assembly for the latter to pass a 
law on withdrawal of the reservations to the Geneva Conventions 
of 1949 and on declaring that Bulgaria recognizes ipso facto and 
without special agreement in relation to any other party which 
has accepted the same obligation, the compétence of the 
Fact -Finding International Commission, constituted under 
Protocol I to the Geneva Conventions.
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8. Since 1956 Bulgaria is a party to the Convention of 1954 and 
its Protocol for the protection of cultural property in the event 
of armed conflict.
9· Since 1983 Bulgaria is a party to the Convention of 1980 and 
its three protocols on prohibition or restriction on the use of 
certain weapons which may be deemed to be excessively injurious 
or to have indiscriminate effects
10. Since 1978 Bulgaria is a party to the Convention of 1977 on 
the prohibition of military or any other hostile use of 
environmental modification techniques.
11. According to the Bulgarian Constitution of 1991 (Art.5, 
Para.4) the international agreements Bulgaria is a party to, are 
part of its internal law and have a priority over the rules of 
internal legislation which contradict them.-iThis means that all 
the above cited international agreements in the field of 
humanitarian law, which are still in force, are directly 
enforceable and applicable in Bulgaria. ‘

j

12. In the Penal Code of the Republic of Bulgaria exists a 
separate Chapter XIV named "Crimes Against Peace and Mankind" 
where are defined the different types of crimes against peace and 
the rules and habits of war conduct, as well as the sanctions for 
the possible criminals. In another Chapter of the Penal Code are 
defined the crimes and the sanctions for crimes committed by 
members of the armed forces in time of war or in time of combat. 
The sanctions for crimes committed by members of the armed 
conflicts against the civilian population, the wounded, the 
prisoners of war and the dead are much higher due to the special 
protection provided for these groups of persons.
According to Decree No. 208 from 1965 no time-expiry right is 
granted to those having committed crimes against peace and 
mankind, as well as war crimes.


