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Mr. Chairman, 
Distinguished delegates, 
Ladies and gentlemen,

Please accept Mr.Chairman our heartiest congratulations 

on your well-deserved election to the chair. We also 

congratulate the distinguished members of the Bureau. 

We are confident, Mr.Chairman, that under your stewardship, 

this international conference will be a success.

The continuing search, for improving the effectiveness 

of the system of implementation and scrutiny envisaged 

under the Geneva Conventions, has brought us here in Geneva. 

Bangladesh shares the growing international anxiety about 

the visible decline in the respect for and observance of 

international humanitarian law . We are indeed alarmed by 

the degree of practical impunity and absence of effective 

censure with which the agressors get away with massive 

violations of humanitarian law. It is a cause for serious 

concern that the more powerful the violator is, the feeble 

and ineffectual becomes the response of the international 

community. The international community seems to have opted 

for the soft option of doing the "doable" and prevaricating 

over the "undoable" in the matter of international humani
tarian law .

We are witnessing today not only an international 

acceptance of massive genocide, ethnic cleansing and mass 

rape of women but also the plans to reward these abominable 

crimes against humanity through mediated legitimisation of 

the fruits of blatant agression and the products of massive 
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violations of international humanitarian law. The visible 

impotence and inaction with which the global community 

is witnessing the genocide and ethnic cleansing of the 

Muslims in Bosnia-Herzegovina, serve to reinforce the 

growing pessimism and even cynicism about the significance 

of international humanitarian law .

It is frequently argued that the weaker members 

of the international community, who are usually at the 

receiving end of the gross violations of international 

humanitarian law , have the strongest reasons for 

advocating and even pioneering the acceptance of compulsory 

jurisdiction of humanitarian law. But the smaller developing 

countries are not much impressed by the dictum of the 

mighty and powerful " Don't do as I do, do as I say". 

The example set by the major actors in Bosnia-Herzegovina 

is certainly not a source of much inspiration. The singular 

failure of the humanitarian law to protect the victims of 

Israeli atrocities in occupied territories and the victims 

of Racism in South Africa cannot serve to encourage the 

smaller countries.

The question Mr.Chairman, is how to reinforce and 

revitalise the respect for humanitarian principles as 

envisaged by the existing international humanitarian law. 

Our delegation believes this can be achieved by appropriate 

practical measures including the following :

a. A clear and unambiguous commitment of the 
major actors to co-operate with the international 
community in establishing better examples of non- 



3

selective application of international humanitarian 
law, notwithstanding the might, religion and 
political orientation of the violator.

b. Creation of greater awareness of the norms of 
international humanitarian law through better 
education, training and public information system.

c. Exposing and publicising violations and 
condonation of violations of international humani
tarian law .

d. Full respect for the principles and purposes 
of the Charter of the United Nations.

We believe the mechanism of International Fact- 

Finding Commission will have to remain conditional on 

the voluntarity acceptance by states in conformity with 

principles of sovereignty of states and non-interference 

in the internal affairs of states as defined by the UN 

Charter. International initiatives towards relaxation of 

these basic principles may cause anxiety and misgivings 

among smaller developing countries.

Finally, Mr.Chairman, war seems to be difficult 

to be totally eliminated from the international scene as 

a factor in relations between states. But the human costs 

of war can be minimised by limiting, and finally eliminating 

the international trade in lethal weapons of war and better 
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observance of international humanitarian law. Bangladesh 

would continue to work with the international community 

towards these objectives.

Thank you, Mr.Chairman.


