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The Federal Minister for Foreign Affairs
The Présidente of the ICRC
Ambassadors
Ladies and Gentlemen

I should like to thank and to congratulate the
Swiss Government for its timely initiative in convening the 
present Conference. This gathering gives expression to a 
human feeling and a political concern shared by all peoples 
and by the majority of governments, namely, a sense of 
anguish in face of the horrors that human beings are capable
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of inflicting on their neighbours and utter disbelief at the 
casualness with which certain states violate their 
humanitarian obligations and routinely resort to criminal 
activity.

Who could have guessed that, at this stage in human 
history, we would be witnessing the re-emergence of 
behaviours which degrades mankind, the most iniquitous 
violations to the dignity of the weak, the most treacherous 
failures to comply with international humanitarian law?.

Maybe we are still in no position to answer the 
questions put by the Abbé Saint Pierre: "Is war a disease to 
which there is no remedy? Is enduring peace a complete 
impossibility?".
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Since the days of classical antiquity, many indeed 
are those who have repudiated war as the path to glory, 
Aristophanes famously mocking the emptiness of its victories. 
Yet, in modern times, not a few have exalted war as an 
instrument of national policy and the natural means to 
resolve the issue of power politics. Here, however, our task 
is not to discourse on human nature but, rather, to call once 
again for a place to be made for humanity within the 
nightmare of war, for bounds to be placed on the senseless 
cruelties of organised violence.

We are not here simply to address a call to 
governments and combatants. No, we are here to give a 
political undertaking to ensure that those who violate the 
norms of international humanitarian law do not go unpunished. 
These norms are a common heritage to all human beings, which 
transcends all our differences of religion and race, 
nationality and culture. The international community as a 
whole is obliged "to respect this law and to ensure respect 
for it".

My delegation has pledged itself to ensure that the
proceedings and the outcome of the present conference achieve
the maximum effect.
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The Geneva Conventions of 1949 and the Additional 
Protocols of 1977 were designed to set bounds to the 
atrocious reality of war. These legal instruments marked a 
milestone in the human progress which had begun with the 
first meeting of the Société d'Utilité Publique in Geneva in 
1863. We are assembled here today to reaffirm the validity of 
the path which began in Geneva and to give it our political 
commitment.

First of all, we should like to refer to the need 
to avoid the politicisation of operations and actions arising 
out of the Geneva Conventions and humanitarian law in 
general. Such action must retain its own identity so that no 
pretexts or alibis are given which would allow the contending 
parties to evade their responsibilities. For this reason, we 
believe that interventions intended to resolve armed 
conflicts must distinguish clearly between what is and what 
is not a humanitarian action. This is necessary to keep to 
the limits of the mandates of international agencies and so 
avoid adding to the confusion of situations which, by their 
very nature, can be chaotic.

We beleive that it is necessary to maintain the
role of the ICRC as a neutral intermediary in conflicts.
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Mr. President: I should like to take this 
opportunity to note the great value of the report prepared by 
the International Committee of the Red Cross for the present 
meeting and to refer briefly to its contents.

We share the concerns of the ICRC for the security 
of the personnel in humanitarian actions. How far can 
military protection be given to ICRC actions in the field, 
while maintaining the cardinal principle of neutrality? To 
what extent must the ICRC stand aside from the decision
making process which determines the deployment of UN peace
keeping forces in an armed conflict? How, in short, is it 
possible to ensure such a key issue as the physical safety of 
personnel while upholding an impartiality which permits 
access to all victims?

We beleive that these issues must continue to be 
debated in the near future -perhaps, as suggested by the 
ICRC, through a group of experts-, in order to determine 
institutional channels by which states under an obligation to 
ensure respect for humanitarian law can develop appropriate 
courses of action with regard to the relationship between the 
effectiveness of a humanitarian action and safety of their
personnel.



5

Finally, we believe that the media and the press 
bear an enormous responsibility for the way that humanitarian 
actions are perceived by world public opinion. Like the ICRC, 
we believe that there is a danger that the horrors of war are 
being made commonplace, appearing as banalities which allows 
responsibilities to be shirked and consciences lulled. This 
process is selective and casts into oblivion, often enough, 
the obligatory nature of the conduct demanded of the 
contending parties. The actions of states are presented 
through a prism of emotional manipulation which transforms 
humanitarian action into an end in itself. As the saying has 
it: "During the massacre, the show goes on".

Mr. President, my country warmly supports the 
establishment of a stable and permanent international 
criminal jurisdiction which would permit judgement to be 
passed on those who violate humanitarian international law. 
The substantive progress which has recently been made in the 
last session of the International Law Commission must now be 
accompanied by trascendent political decisions. A decisive 
step must be made to take violations of international public 
order out of the realms of theory into a real legal order in 
which they would be punished and eliminated by means of an 
international judicial authority.
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As soon as our constitutional requirements have 
been fulfilled, the Republic of Argentina will ratify the 
declaration laid down in Article 90 of Additional Protocol I 
of 1977, accepting the competence of the International Fact- 
Finding Commission.

I should also like to point out the recent 
establishment in my country of a national commission which is 
currently investigating probable violations of the Geneva 
Conventions during the Malvinas conflict.

I am confident that the Declaration to be issued by 
the present Conference will not be confined to words of 
protest but that it will manifest a commitment to act in 
defence of the lives and dignity of the thousands of human 
beings who are subjected to whimsical violence, who are made 
the object of political blackmail or who are simply 
exterminated in the lust for unbridled power.

The commitment of my government to the defence of 
these values has led us to review half a century of our own 
history ir order to pay a moral debt owing to the Jewish 
people since the Second World War. By a recent decree, we 
have opened up all our national archives to clarify once and 
for all the activities of Nazis in our country. This decree
was complemented by the creation of an Advisory Committee to 



7

deal with the norms needed for the collection and processing 
of any documents in our files which may be relevant to this 
goal. We shall continue to facilitate the work of the 
investigators because we believe that we owe a debt to the 
memory of all those human beings who suffered persecution and 
death in the Holocaust.

True to its principles, my goverment will provide 
the international community with material and moral support, 
enabling the present conference to issue resolutions to put a 
stop to barbarism and savagery.

Someone has said that the future is not what will 
come to pass but what we ourselves are ready to do. It was 
here in Geneva that Dunant, Appia, Moynier, Dufour and 
Maunoir began to build the humanitarian dream and it is to 
Geneva that we have come today to defend that dream.

Thank you, Mr. President.


