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The law of armed conflict is without doubt no substitute for 

peace. As the sparks of violence fly and passions flare it 

does, however, constitute one last bulwark of sanity and 

human values, one final statement of human fellowship.

Denise Bindschedier-Robert
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Introduction

The main objective of the International Conference for the Protection of War 
Victims is to obtain from States a vigorous reaction to the extensive violations 
of international humanitarian law and a solid commitment to do everything 
possible to ensure the protection of victims of war.

Rejecting the unacceptable

The massacre of civilians, summary executions, the systematic torture of 
detainees, inhuman conditions of detention, the starvation or forced 
displacement of populations, the indiscriminate use of arms, the plundering of 
humanitarian aid, the murder of personnel working under the emblem of the Red 
Cross or the Red Crescent...

All these acts are grave violations of international humanitarian law. And they 
are taking place now.

The international community is duty bound to react vigorously. It must reject 
the unacceptable.

Prevention

So long as armed conflicts continue to rage, everything possible must be done 
to lessen the suffering of their victims. Much can be done, and this is what the 
Conference must debate.

Measures which can and should be taken and developed include the acceptance 
of international treaties, the adoption of national measures to put these treaties 
into effect, education to ensure that the essential rules of international 
humanitarian law are known by everyone, the incorporation of these rules into 
military instruction, and the clarification and development of certain rules of 
international humanitarian law, such as those governing the use of mines or the 
protection of the environment.

The erosion of human values is not inevitable.
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Despite everything, act

How can we ensure the safety and coordination of humanitarian emergency 
action, what relationship needs to be created between action undertaken to 
restore or maintain peace and action intended to provide protection and 
assistance to the victims of a conflict, what specific action can States take 
to discharge their collective responsibility to ensure respect for international 
humanitarian law in all circumstances?

These are difficult problems which must be discussed openly, in the light of 
recent experiences.

Repression and reparation

War crimes should be punished but they rarely are.

The victims of violations of international humanitarian law are entitled to 
reparation or compensation but they receive neither.

How can war crimes be punished, how can we ensure that reparation or 
compensation is granted to the victims of these crimes, how, in other words, 
can we ensure that the law is applied?

The Conference must pave the way for answers to be found to these grave 
questions.

The international community must combine forces to prevent violations of 
international humanitarian law and to put a stop to them when they do occur. 
War victims have rights which must be respected.


