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Shiraz, 17 September 2003

International Conference of Red Cross and Red Crescent Youth Coalition for Peace and Friendship
Shiraz, the Islamic Republic of Iran,

16-17 September, 2003
Preamble <<<<<<<<<<<<<<<C<<<C<C<<<<<<<<<<C<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<C<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<C<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<

We, 52 Representatives of National Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies from around the globe, met in the City of Shiraz in the Islamic Republic of Iran 
at the invitation of the Red Crescent Society of the Islamic Republic of Iran on 16 and 17 September 2003 to consider, based on the initiative of the Iranian 
Red Crescent Society how Youth within the Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement can contribute to Peace and Friendship.

Peace is not simply the absence of war, but is a dynamic process of co-operation among all states and peoples, co-operation founded on respect for freedom, 
independence, national sovereignty, equality, human rights, as well as on a fair and equitable distribution of resources to meet the needs of peoples.

War and violence represent a particular challenge to us as youth, threatening our future. We must, therefore, do our utmost, individually and together, to combat 
the causes of conflict, address the consequences of violence and take action to break the cycles of violence that undermine human societies across the world. 
The Conference <<<<<<<<<««<«<<«<<<<<<<<«<<<<<<<<<<<<<<«<<<<<<<<<<<<«<««<<{<«<««<<«<<<<<«<«<<<«<<<«<<«<<<<«<«<<««<<<«<<«<<<<<<<<«<«<<

The Conference reviewed the causes and consequences of war and violence with a view to identify solutions that may be implemented by Youth under 
The guidance of the Fundamental Principles of the Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement.

In that context, the Conference also reviewed current activities and initiatives within the Movement related to Peace and Friendship in order to identify 
opportunities to extend these and the need to add new dimensions to the work of Components of the Movement.

As a result, the Conference agreed on some basic values which must underpin their efforts, as well as some specific recommendations for future action: 
Values <<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<{<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<;<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<«<<<<<«<<<:<<<<<<<<

To achieve lasting Peace and Friendship, Red Cross and Red Crescent Youth should
* Consider the individual human being the starting point for all other actions
* Celebrate diversity and display mutual respect and tolerance
* Combat injustice, inequality, greed, and poverty
* Oppose the culture of violence

Recommendations
1. The International Conference of the Red Cross and Red Crescent Youth Coalition for Peace and Friendship, having concluded its work and adopted its 

Declaration, requests its host, the Red Crescent Society of the Islamic Republic of Iran, to take the necessary steps to convert our commitments into practical 
action, including by bringing the Declaration to the attention of the Statutory Bodies of the International Federation and to the Council of Delegates, and, 
in co-operation with the Government of the Islamic Republic of Iran, to the 28th International Conference of the Red Cross and Red Crescent.

2. The International Federation, the ICRC and individual National Societies are requested to facilitate inclusion of Youth representatives in their delegations to 
events where they can contribute to, or advocate for, policy decisions which affect solidarity and stability, co-operation between peoples, and Peace and Friendship.

3. The International Federation and the ICRC should consider the appointment of "Peace and Friendship ambassadors" from among young people to convey 
our message at the international level.

4. National Society Capacity building programmes must include "Peace and Friendship" as a goal to be pursued at the level of the community, the country, 
and internationally.

5. Partnerships to promote Peace and Friendship within and outside the Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement must be encouraged and, in particular, 
partnership with relevant government authorities in our respective countries should be supported so as to integrate the Principles and Values of the Red Cross 
and Red Crescent into public policy making.

The Role of Youth in the Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement «««««««««««««««««««««««««««««««««««««««««««««««ci
6. National Societies should take all steps necessary to ensure the implementation of the International Federation's "Youth Strategy and Policy" adopted by 

the General Assembly in 1991, and empower youth to play their rightful and useful role.
7. National Societies should invest more in the training and education of youth as leaders of their Societies in their future, as part of the building 

of the capacity of National Societies.
8. To help maintain the momentum created by the International Conference of the Red Cross and Red Crescent Coalition for Peace and Friendship, and to assist in 

the continued sharing of information, experience, best practices and plans, a Secretariat should be established to promote the goals agreed upon in the Conference.
9. The Secretariat of the International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies is requested to explore with UNESCO, as the main UN Agency 

concerned with education, and other UN or other organizations, opportunities for co-operation with National Societies to promote the inclusion 
of Humanitarian Values in the teaching of children at all levels.

10. The Youth of the Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement, and their National Societies, must become more effective advocates for Peace and Friendship 
and develop effective methods to influence their respective governments to adopt policies that foster Peace and Friendship, prevent war and lead to the peaceful 
resolution of disputes through agreements and conventions.

11. The International Federation and the ICRC should consider the establishment an International Network of Youth for Peace and Friendship within 
the Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement, taking into consideration the capacity and willingness of the Iranian Red Crescent Society to host the initiative.

12. The International Federation and the ICRC should develop tools and identify opportunities for Youth within the Movement to become more effective 
in advocacy for Peace and Friendship.

13. National Societies, the International Federation and the ICRC are requested to form partnerships with ministries, international organizations, 
and NGOs to facilitate the access of Youth to fora and institutions where the Fundamental Principles, Humanitarian Principles and Peace and Friendship 
can be introduced into the education of children.

Our Commitment <«««««««««««««««««<«««««
We, the participants in this Conference commit ourselves to

14. Continue, with increased vigour, our current activities in disaster relief, water and sanitation, social services, social campaigns in relation to smoking, 
the environment and the prevention of HIV/AIDS. We shall also strengthen our efforts to disseminate Humanitarian Values and fight against discrimination 
and violence, prevent HIV/AIDS and combat the illicit transfer of small arms across international borders.

15. We shall build on our achievements and extend our activities in
*
*
*

<«<«««««««<««««««««««<«««««<«<<««««««

Dissemination of Fundamental Principles and Humanitarian Values
Organize national and international camps on Peace and Friendship
Take practical steps to organize international ngtUchkhig fpiftP^lie^ndAfegd^hip^^ng tfejit^^gt and by exchanging addresses and contact information 
to facilitate contact and friendship among us. * '
Work more effectively with the media to ensure that Pe;;acFri^rtcl^p tecafeeskaffoite egtgli^ and substantial coverage at the national and international levels, 

imons ancFactivitie?, including cbmpctitions, for Peace and Friendship, and promote the translation
*
* Pioneer and organize international cultural exhibitions 

of songs and poetry in order to foster a language of peace. 'inyrt X I cl M
Establish contact, in our respective countries, with the National CnjfeHpic Comrrnttee and identify areas of co-operation under the Memorandum 
of Understanding signed by the International Federation and the International Olympic Committee in May 2003.
Improve the knowledge and understanding of Youth of matters related to war and conflict resolution and promote peace education within our own 
organizations and for the general public.
Implementing "Exploring Humanitarian Law (EHL)" within our National Societies as well as within various world-wide education programmes in order 
to familiarize children and Youth with peace tools and manuals on prevention of war and violence.
Continuing our efforts to bring awareness on International Humanitarian Law (IHL) within all groups taking part in policy decisions affecting war and peace. 
Most of all, we commit to one another to stay engaged, to work towards our common goals and to stay in touch, and to extend to all Youth within our Movement 
an invitation to join us in our efforts.

CONCLUSION
The International Conference of the Red Cross and Red Crescent Coalition for Peace and Friendship, as a body and as individual participants, extends 

its deep-felt thanks to the volunteers and staff of the Red Crescent Society of the Islamic Republic of Iran for the excellent organization of the Conference, 
and for their and warm welcome.

Similarly, we thank the Government and People of the Islamic Republic of Iran, the people and government of the Province of Fars, and of the City of Shiraz, 
for the warm hospitality we have experience during our short stay.

We express our sincere appreciation and thanks for the generosity of the His Excellency the President of the Islamic Republic of Iran, Mr. Mohammad Khatami, 
in giving of his time to address the Conference and inspire its work, as well as to the Governor General of the Province of Fars for the support and hospitality 
we have experienced.

Collectively and individually we commit ourselves to continue the work of the Conference in our respective National Societies 
and in our countries, and to promote Peace and Friendship between us.


