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LIST OF WORKSHOPS 
OF THE 28th INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE OF 

THE RED CROSS AND RED CRESCENT

Wednesday 3 December 2003 (17:00 - 18:30)

❖ Workshop 1: “International humanitarian law and the challenges of contemporary armed con
flicts”
Organizers: Government of Switzerland, International Committee of the Red Cross 

Languages of the workshop: French, English, Spanish, Arabic

Room: WIPO Building

❖ Workshop 2: “Children and armed conflict: protecting and rebuilding young lives”
Organizers: The Human Security Network: Austria, Canada, Chile, Greece, Ireland, 
Jordan, Mali, the Netherlands, Norway, Slovenia, South Africa (observer), Switzerland, 
Thailand in cooperation with the Canadian Red Cross

Languages of the workshop: French, English Spanish

Room: Varembé Center, Room C

❖ Workshop 3: “National Societies in Civil-Military Cooperation - Questions, Challenges, Oppor
tunities and Prospects”
Organizers: Danish Red Cross, German Red Cross, The Netherlands Red Cross, 
Governments of Germany and Denmark, Institute for International Law of Peace and 
Armed Conflict (IFHV), Bochum, Germany

Languages of the workshop: French, English

Room: Varembé Center, Room B

❖ Workshop 4: “Biotechnology, weapons and humanity”
Organizer: Canadian Red Cross 
Co-organizers: Government of Canada, Norwegian Red Cross, Norwegian Govern
ment

Languages of the workshop: French, English, Spanish

Room: Varembé Center, Room A

Thursday 4 December 2003 (17:00 - 18h30)

❖ Workshop 5: “Small Arms and Human Security: Humanitarian Impacts and Options for
Action”
Organizers: The Human Security Network: Austria, Canada, Chile, Greece, Ireland, 
Jordan, Mali, the Netherlands, Norway, Slovenia, South Africa (observer), Switzerland, 
Thailand and the Centre for Humanitarian Dialogue

Languages of the workshop: French, English, Spanish, Arabic

Room: Varembé Center, Room C
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❖ Workshop 6: “Health and HIV/AIDS - Prevention, care and treatment, stigma and discrimination
- four years of action against HIV/AIDS by the Red Cross and Red Crescent”
Organizers: Swedish Red Cross, Ethiopian Red Cross, Kenya Red Cross, French 
Red Cross, Italian Red Cross, Spanish Red Cross

Languages of the workshop: French, English, Spanish, Arabic

Room: Varembe Center, Room B

❖ Workshop 7: “Domestic implementation of the Statute of the International Criminal Court”
Organizer: Government of The Netherlands

Languages of the workshop: French, English, Spanish

Room: WIPO Building

❖ Workshop 8: “The role of Red Cross & Red Crescent National Societies in disaster risk reduc
tion and the relevant links with governments and other key actors”
Organizers: Nepal Red Cross, Uzbekistan Red Crescent, International Federation, 
Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation (SDC), ProVention, International 
Strategy for Disaster Reduction (ISDR)
Languages of the workshop: French, English, Spanish

Room: Varembe Center, Room A

Friday 5 December 2003 (17:00 - 18:30)

❖ Workshop 9: “Civil society participation in international public-private health partnerships.
Challenges and lessons learnt”
Organizers: Sierra Leone Red Cross, American Red Cross, Danish Red Cross, Inter
national Federation

Languages of the workshop: French, English, Spanish

Room: Varembe Center, Room B

❖ Workshop 10: “Where disasters meet: similarities and distinct factors involved in NS prepar
edness to respond in contexts affected by both conflict and "natural" disasters”
Organizers: Government of the United Kingdom (DFID), British Red Cross, Uganda 
Red Cross Society

Co-organizer: Government of Uganda

Languages of the workshop: French, English, Spanish, Arabic

Room: Varembe Center, Room A

❖Workshop 11: “Operational Challenges in carrying out humanitarian activities in a changing en
vironment”
Organizers: International Federation of the Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies, 
International Committee of the Red Cross
Languages of the workshop: French, English, Spanish, Arabic

Room: WIPO Building
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28th International Conference of the Red Cross and Red Crescent 

WORKSHOP OUTLINE

Workshop 1: "International humanitarian law and the challenges of contemporary armed
conflicts"

I. Organizers

Government of Switzerland
International Committee of the Red Cross

II. General subject matter

This workshop will address some main challenges to international humanitarian law in con
temporary armed conflicts. Based on current discussions and multiple expert meetings on is
sues related to the reaffirmation and development on international humanitarian law, it will 
focus on both challenges related to matters of substantive law (see questions 1 and 2 under
III. ) and on matters related to implementation and application of the law (see question 3 un
der III.)

III. Intended aims of the workshop and questions for discussion

1. ■ Challenges in the legal qualification of contemporary armed conflicts - what are the ap
plicable legal regimes, what is their interplay?

2. Enhancing the protection of victims of non-international armed conflicts - the impact of 
customary international humanitarian law?

3. How to improve compliance with international humanitarian law during an armed conflict?

IV. Contributors

Name of the workshop chairman and/or moderator

Mr. Paul Seger, Director, Directorate of International Law, Swiss Federal Department of For
eign Affairs

Names of other contributors or observers who may take part in the presentation

Prof. Marco Sassôli, University of Québec, Montréal, Canada

Brig. Titus Githiora, Chief of Legal Services, Department of Defence, Kenya

Dr. Jean-Marie Henckaerts, Legal Adviser, Legal Division, ICRC,

Dr. Kak-Soo Shin, Director General, Treaties' Bureau, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Republic of 
Korea

Dr. François Bugnion, Director for International Law and Cooperation within the Movement, 
ICRC

V. Languages of the workshop 
English, French, Spanish and Arabic
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28th International Conference of the Red Cross and Red Crescent

WORKSHOP OUTLINE

Workshop 2: "Children and armed conflict: Protecting and rebuilding young lives"

I. Organizers

- The Human Security Network: Austria, Canada, Chile, Greece, Ireland, Jordan, Mali, the 
Netherlands, Norway, Slovenia, South Africa (observer), Switzerland, Thailand in coop
eration with the
Canadian Red Cross

II. General subject matter

Children belong to the most vulnerable groups in our societies, particularly in wartime. While 
a remarkable number of standards have been set to better protect children in armed conflict, 
much remains to be done when it comes to the systematic implementation of these stan
dards. Therefore, the Human Security Network1 (HSN) devoted major attention to this prob
lem right from its start in 1999 with the view of integrating a child rights perspective into all 
forms of humanitarian assistance and emergency relief. Under the Austrian HSN chair a 
“Support Strategy for Children affected by armed conflict” as well as a “Child Rights Training 
Curriculum” were elaborated and subsequently adopted by the ministers of the Network dur
ing their meeting in May 2003 in Graz, Austria.

III. Intended aims of the workshop and questions for discussion

The intended aim of the workshop is to identify new challenges and opportunities for the Red 
Cross and Red Crescent Movement and States Parties to the Geneva Conventions in provid
ing effective protection and rehabilitation to children in armed conflicts and to address the 
question how such action can be better coordinated between the various humanitarian ac
tors. The following issues will have to be looked at more closely:

1. New developments: achievements and practical difficulties or limitations in addressing 
child protection issues in armed conflicts;

2. Possible new approaches in providing effective protection;

3. Ways and means of enhanced cooperation among the various international actors in the 
field;

4. Child rights training at headquarters and in the field.

" The HSN is a cross-regional group of countries that maintains dialogue on questions pertaining to human 
security and which comprises the following States: Austria, Canada, Chile, Greece, the Netherlands, Ire
land, Jordan, Mali, Norway, Slovenia, Switzerland, Thailand and South Africa as an observer.
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IV. Contributors

Name of the workshop chairman and/or moderator

Mr. Georg Mautner-Markhof, Director of the Department for Human Rights, International 
Humanitarian Law and Minority Issues, Austrian Ministry for Foreign Affairs

Names of other contributors or observers who will take part in the presentation

Ms. Sylvia Ladame, Policy Adviser on Children and War, International Committee of the 
Red Cross

- Mr. Eric Laroche, Deputy Director, Office of Emergency Programmes, UNICEF

Ms. Judi Fairholm, National Manager, RespectED: Violence and Abuse Prevention, Ca
nadian Red Cross

Ms. Anica Mikus-Kos, Director, Slovenian Child Rehabilitation Centre TOGETHER

V. Languages of the workshop

English, French and Spanish
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28th International Conference of the Red Cross and Red Crescent

WORKSHOP OUTLINE

Workshop 3: "National Societies in Civil-Military Co-operation - Questions, Challenges, 
Opportunities and Prospects”

I. Organizers

Danish Red Cross 
German Red Cross

- The Netherlands Red Cross
Government of the Federal Republic of Germany 
Government of the Kingdom of Denmark 
Institute for International Law of Peace and Armed Conflict (IFHV), Bochum University, 
Germany

II. General subject matter

National Societies of the Red Cross and Red Crescent are generally co-operating with the 
military in particular in the following four areas: dissemination, assistance / support, protec
tion and tracing. The issues of assistance and support in the context of relief operations and 
the protection of humanitarian missions and personnel raise new questions and problems as 
well as potential for National Societies as well as for other components of the Movement. 
Only one example is the co-operation between National Societies and the armed forces in 
the framework of national disaster preparedness plans, where the potential for co-operation 
is far from being exploited. Co-ordination and synergies in the medical, management, logis
tics and other services may essentially strengthen concepts of disaster preparedness. The 
implications which concepts of Military-Civil Defence Assets (MCDA) and Units (MCDU) 
have for the different components of the Movement, not been explored comprehensively.

New questions and potentials are arising in the area of relief operations. The present envi
ronment of humanitarian assistance is widely characterised by the fact that armed forces 
have become actors of relief operations in differently mandated missions, including those 
authorising the use of armed force, and that a growing number of armed forces see them
selves to be morally obliged to alleviate the suffering of the civilian population. In particular 
the notions of ‘dMIC’, ‘humanitarian’ and ‘humanitarian assistance’ are disputed and inter
preted differently, and all components of the Red Cross / Red Crescent Movement are en
gaged in different kinds of humanitarian operations. It is in the interest of all actors involved 
to elaborate and analyse if and under which circumstances and conditions in particular the 
legal framework of RC / RC components - including National Societies and their status of 
being auxiliary to the public authorities - and the fundamental principles - especially the 
principles of neutrality, impartiality and independence - might be challenged with a view to 
identify the whole range of potential for co-operation in relief operations.

The workshop’s target groups are participants from National Societies as well as the other 
components of the Movement, national and international armed forces, relief and civil protec
tion organisations.

III. Intended aims of the workshop and questions for discussion

The workshop is intended to discuss questions and challenges in two of the above men
tioned four areas: assistance / support and protection provided for the victims of armed con
flicts, internal violence and disasters. Both areas of assistance / support (in particular provid-
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¡ng relief) and protection (for example the exchange of Red Cross / Red Crescent messages 
and the facilitation of the repatriation of refugees and displaced persons) will be examined in 
order to identify opportunities and prospects for co-operation, co-ordination and synergies 
between all components of the Movement and the armed forces. Discussions will focus on 
the specific relationship between National RC / RC Societies and armed forces on the back
ground of the proposed CIMIC Guidelines for the Movement.

1. What are the specific challenges and conditions of CIMIC in the area of assistance and 
support?

2. What are the specific circumstances and conditions of CIMIC in the area of protection?

IV. Contributors

Name of the workshop chairman and/or moderator

- Prof. Dr. Horst Fischer, Executive Director, Institute for International Law of Peace and 
Armed Conflict (IFHV), Bochum University, Germany

Names of other contributors or observers who may take part in the presentation

Mr. Gerhard Putman-Cramer, Chief Emergency Services Branch, OCHA

Major General Per Ludvigsen, Deputy Chief Staff, Defence Command Denmark

- Ms. Johanna Van Sambeek, Director International Relations, The Netherlands Red 
Cross

- Dr. Susanne Wasum-Rainer, Head of Division, Public International Law Division, German 
Federal Foreign Office

Mr. Max S. Johnson, Legal Adviser, SHAPE, NATO HQ

Mr. Mark Payne, Lt Col, SO1, J5/J9 Policy SHAPE, SHAPE, NATO HQ

V. Languages of the workshop

English and French
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28th International Conference of the Red Cross and Red Crescent

WORKSHOP OUTLINE

Workshop 4: "Biotechnology, Weapons and Humanity"

I. Organizer

- Canadian Red Cross

Co-organizers

Canadian Government
Norwegian Red Cross
Norwegian Government

II. General subject matter

The rapid development of new technologies and new weapons presents daunting challenges 
for humanity. For example, while advances in biotechnology carry obvious benefits for hu
man well-being, the same advances could be catastrophic if put to hostile use in the form of 
biological or chemical weapons.

It appears that an arms control approach alone can only address part of these challenges 
and that efforts must be made to reinforce and reaffirm the rules of international humanitar
ian law (IHL) that protect civilians and combatants from the effects of weapons.

This workshop will provide an opportunity to draw attention to the risks, rules and responsi
bilities in preventing poisoning and the deliberate spread of disease, for instance in the con
text of the ICRC initiative on ’’Biotechnology, Weapons and Humanity” and by examining na
tional measures that can be adopted to ensure that new weapons comply with IHL.

III. Intended aims of the workshop and questions for discussion

Aims

The workshopaims at:

i) Presenting the risks in the evolution of new technologies and identifying steps that can 
be taken to prevent scientific advances from being misused;

ii) Create greater awareness of, and support for, the ICRC initiative on “Biotechnology, 
Weapons and Humanity”;

¡ii) Ensure conformity of weapons with international humanitarian law through the establish
ment of effective controls and national implementation measures.

Questions for discussion

a. What steps can be taken by governments, scientists and civil society to raise awareness 
and support for the ICRC’s initiative on BWH?
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b. What steps can be taken to raise awareness of Article 36 of Additional Protocol I and en
sure that national measures are adopted to effectively control new weapons?

IV. Contributors

Name of the workshop moderator

Mr. Jonas Gahr Store, Secretary-General, Norwegian Red Cross

Names of other contributors or observers who will take part in the presentation

Mr. Peter Herby, Coordinator, ICRC Mines-Arms Unit

- Prof. Malcolm Dando, Professor of International Security, Department of Peace Stud
ies, University of Bradford, United Kingdom.

- Mr. Bob. Lawson, Senior Policy Adviser, Non-Proliferation, Arms Control & Disarmament, 
Canadian Department of Foreign Affairs and International Trade, Ottawa, Canada.

V. Languages of the workshop

English, French and Spanish
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28th International Conference of the Red Cross and Red Crescent

WORKSHOP OUTLINE

Workshop 5: "Small Arms and Humanity: Humanitarian Impacts and Options for Action"

I. Organizers

- The Human Security Network: Austria, Canada, Chile, Greece, Ireland, Jordan, Mali, the 
Netherlands, Norway, Slovenia, South Africa (observer), Switzerland, Thailand

- The Centre for Humanitarian Dialogue

II. General subject matter

Issues and options for action related to the humanitarian impacts of availability and misuse of 
small arms and light weapons from a human security perspective

III. Intended aims of the workshop and questions for discussion

Aims

- To present the humanitarian impacts of small arms and light weapons availability and mis
use to the Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement and humanitarian actors in general 
from a human security perspective;

- To provide an update to the Conference participants about the global momentum that is 
building on small arms issues;
To identify options and strategies for states and the Red Cross and Red Crescent Move
ment to act on in the coming years.

Questions for prompting discussion

1. How does small arms availability and misuse impact humanitarian relief and the safety and 
protection of civilians, including humanitarian personnel?

2. What is the influence of both state and non-state armed groups/actors with regard to the 
erosion of human security due to weapons use and misuse? In particular, what can be 
done to positively influence illegal and unwarranted behaviour?

3. What are the existing means to tackle these problems and in particular what is the rele
vance of international humanitarian law? How can existing means be enhanced and com
plemented?

IV. Contributors

Names of the workshop chairman and moderator

Chairperson: H. E. Mr. Lassana Traore, Minister of Foreign Affairs, Republic of Mali

Moderator: Mr. Martin Griffiths, Director of the Centre for Humanitarian Dialogue
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Names of other contributors or observers who will take part in the presentation

Mr. Arthur de-Winton Cummings, Secretary General, Sierra Leone Red Cross Society

Ambassador Camilo Reyes Rodríguez, Colombian Vice Minister for Foreign Affairs

- Mr. Dennis McNamara, Inspector General, United Nations High Commissioner for Refu
gees

V. Languages of the workshop

English, French, Spanish and Arabic
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28th International Conference of the Red Cross and Red Crescent

WORKSHOP OUTLINE

Workshop 6: “Health and HIV/AIDS - Prevention, care and treatment, stigma and dis
crimination - four years of action against HIV/AIDS by the Red Cross and Red Crescent”

I. Organizers

Swedish Red Cross 
Ethiopian Red Cross 
Kenyan Red Cross 
French Red Cross 
Spanish Red Cross 
Italian Red Cross

II. General subject matter

HIV/AIDS will kill more people this decade than all the wars and disasters in the past 50 
years. What sets HIV/AIDS apart from other epidemic diseases is its negative impact on the 
social and economic development of nations,. Everyone, whether rich or poor, young or old is 
affected by the HIV/AIDS epidemic but people in developing countries, particularly young 
women, are the most vulnerable

The proposed workshop is in line with one of the International Red Cross and Red Crescent- 
Conference themes: “Reducing vulnerability to diseases and to the effects of disaster”.

The workshop will address how Red Cross and Red Crescent, in its auxiliary role, and Gov
ernments can best complement each other to address the HIV/AIDS epidemic.

III. Intended aim(s) of the workshop and questions for discussion

The workshop aims at discussing the different prevention efforts already being undertaken 
and looking at best practices and what we can learn from the past. This will lead to a discus
sion on how the Red Cross and Red Crescent can make an even bigger difference in con
tributing, as auxiliary to government further to preventing the spread of HIV/AIDS.

1. How can we, from the Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement, together with govern
ments and other partners, best work to prevent the spread of HIV/AIDS?

2. How can we, from the Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement, together with the inter
national community (society), governments and other partners, mobilise support for a 
comprehensive and far-reaching counselling and treatment scheme?

3. How can we, from the Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement, together with Govern
ments and other partners, best work to decrease stigma and discrimination of PLWHA 
(people living with HIV/AIDS)?
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IV. Contributors

Names of the workshop chairman and/or moderator

Co-chairman: Dr. Anders Milton, President of the Swedish Red Cross

- Co-chairman: Professor Marc Gentilini, President of the French Red Cross

Names of other contributors or observers who will take part in the presentation

Mr. Shimelis Adugua, President of the Ethiopian Red Cross

Mrs. Mary Kuria, Secretary General of the Kenyan Red Cross

Dr. Massimo Barra, Italian Red Cross

Representative of the Spanish Red Cross

Representative of the National Committee in the fight against AIDS from Gabon

- Mr. Stu FlaveH, Global Network of People living with HIV/AIDS

Mr. Ton Smits, Harm Reduction Network

V. Languages of the workshop

Arabic, English, French and Spanish
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28th International Conference of the Red Cross and Red Crescent

WORKSHOP OUTLINE

Workshop 7: "Domestic Implementation of the Statute of the International Criminal Court

I. Organizer

Government of the Netherlands

II. General subject matter

Implementation of the Statute of the International Criminal Court in national legislation

III. Intended aims of the workshop and questions for discussion

The principal aim of this workshop is to discuss the obligations imposed by the Statute of the 
International Criminal Court on national legal systems, the approach and process selected by 
the Netherlands in implementing these obligations and to share the experiences of other 
states.

Relevant queries include:

1. What are the general approaches to implementing the ICC Statute?

2. What are the essential cooperation obligations that State Parties to the ICC Statute are 
required to implement?

3. Is it required to revise national criminal laws and, if so, how have they been revised?

IV. Contributors

Names of the workshop chairman and/or moderator

Mr. Hans Bevers , Senior Legal Advisor, Ministry of Justice of the Netherlands
Mr. Harry Verweij, Deputy Director General, Task Force on the ICC, Ministry of Foreign Af
fairs of the Netherlands

Names of other contributors who will take part in the presentation

Ms. Silvia Fernandez de Gurmendi, Chef de Cabinet and Special Advisor to the Prosecutor, 
International Criminal Court
Mr. Franc Miksa, Slovenian Minister of Foreign Affairs
Mr. Karim Amegan, Canadian Department of Foreign Affairs and International Trade
Mrs Ariane Acke, Head Humanitarian Law, Belgian Red Cross
Dr Thomas Laufer, Director General and Legal Advisor, Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Ger
many
Mrs Cristina Pellandini, Legal Advisor, Advisory Service on International Humanitarian Law, 
ICRC

V. Languages of the workshop
English, French and Spanish
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28th International Conference of the Red Cross and Red Crescent

WORKSHOP OUTLINE

Workshop 8: “The role of Red Cross & Red Crescent National Societies in disaster risk 
reduction and the relevant links with governments and other key actors.” 

I. Organizers

- Nepal Red Cross
Uzbekistan Red Crescent
International Federation
Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation (SDC) 
ProVention
International Strategy for Disaster Reduction (ISDR)

II. General subject matter

According to the World Disasters Report 2002, the past decade has seen a decline in the 
numbers of people killed by disasters but a dramatic increase in the numbers of people af
fected by disasters. In the 1970s, natural disasters alone claimed nearly 2 million lives- by 
the 1990s this had fallen to under 800,000. 'Meanwhile, those affected- whether left injured, 
homeless, hungry or without a livelihood- tripled to 2 billion during the decade. As the fre
quency, scale and severity of disasters continue to increase an ever-growing number of peo
ple, particularly in poor countries, are becoming vulnerable to disasters. Indeed, developing 
countries are disproportionately affected by the occurrence and impact of natural disasters 
as, on average during 1990s, thirteen times more people died in countries of ‘low human de
velopment’ than in countries of ‘high human development'. Disasters not only result in a di
rect loss of lives and livelihoods, but also the loss of dignity.

Much can be done to reduce the risk and impact of disasters and thus avoid unnecessary 
human suffering. Moreover, it is arguably unacceptable to allow people to suffer or run the 
risk of great suffering when it is within our power to prevent that suffering. The efforts and 
experiences of the Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement point to, as the World Disaster 
Report highlights, “an urgent need to move from fatalism to prevention, from response to 
preparation, from mobilizing resources after the fact to identifying and reducing risk before 
the fact.”

Red Cross and Red Crescent National Societies and States should play a lead role in build
ing such a culture of prevention and increasing political commitment as well as action to re
duce the risks and impact of disasters

III. Intended aim(s) of the workshop and questions for discussion

The workshop will examine the links between local government, Red Cross and Red Cres
cent National Societies and other key actors in disaster risk reduction and identify how 
stronger partnerships and better interaction between these actors can have a greater impact 
on reducing the disaster risks faced by communities. Case studies will be presented drawing 
on the experiences of National Societies and governments, to illustrate the opportunities and 
obstacles in achieving more concurrent action between these different actors.

The workshop provides a key opportunity to share views and experiences on the importance 
and relevance of risk reduction in the work of the Red Cross & Red Crescent, reach consen-

Workshops -20.11.2003 16/23



sus on the major issues concerning the increase in disaster vulnerability facing States and 
the Movement generate greater commitment and action to reduce the risk and impact of dis
asters.

Expected outcome:

• Greater global commitment to reducing the risk and impact of disasters
• Increased awareness of the role of Red Cross & Red Crescent National Societies and 

governments in disaster risk reduction.
• Improved Red Cross & Red Crescent policy and practice in disaster risk reduction
• Linkages and partnerships with other key actors in disaster risk reduction

IV. Contributors

Names of the workshop chairman and/or moderator

Chair: Mr. Der Rathn Dhakhwa, Secretary General of Nepal Red Cross

Co-Chair: Dr. Oktamkhon T. Vakhidova, President of the Uzbekistan Red Crescent

Moderator: Professor Ian Davis

V. Languages of the workshop
5 - -

English, French and Spanish
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28th International Conference of the Red Cross and Red Crescent

WORKSHOP OUTLINE

Workshop 9: "Civil society participation in international public-private health partner 
ships"

I. Organizers

Principal organizers

Sierra Leone Red Cross Society

Co-organizers

Italian Red Cross
- American Red Cross
- Danish Red Cross

II. General subject matter

One of the two themes of the Conference will be "reducing vulnerability to disease and disas
ters" and partnerships will be a theme cutting across the different sections.

The international community has, since the last International Conference in 1999, created a 
number of international public / private partnerships as a mechanism to add resources and 
synergy to the public health response. The Global Alliance on Vaccines and Immunizations 
(GAVI) the Global Fund against AIDS, TB and malaria (GFATM) are probably the two most 
visible ones - each of them having allocated over a billion dollars in their first years of opera
tion - but others are following similar paths (RBM, Stop TB, Measles Initiative,...). Each of 
these new public health mechanisms has sought to have representation of NGOs and other 
members of civil society on their governance structures... thus raising questions of selection 
and representation.

Due to its vast network (and its auxiliary role), the Red Cross and Red Crescent has been 
recently selected to the Board of Directors of both GFATM and GAVI with a very broad man
date of helping bridge the "gap" between the international public/private partnerships and lo
cal NGOs I civil society organizations... a daunting challenge - but one the Red Cross and 
Red Crescent is uniquely placed to do.

III. Intended aim(s) of the workshop and questions for discussion

By end of 2003 the Red Cross will have had a year of experience in each of these positions 
and the workshop should be a valuable opportunity to discuss:

a) What is the value of representing global “civil society”? How can this mandate be best 
discharged?

b) How should it be funded and by whom?
c) Which should be the process through which NGO and civil society representatives get 

(s)elected to these positions?
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IV. Contributors

Names of the workshop chairman and/or moderator

Dr. Freddy Pederson, President Danish Red Cross, Chairman Health & Community Ser
vices Commission

Names of other contributors or observers who may take part in the presentation

Dr. Muctar Jalloh, President of the Sierra Leone Red Cross, NGO representative on the 
GAVI Board

Dr. Massimo Barra, Italian Red Cross, representing Northern NGOs on the GFATM 
Board

Representative of the American Red Cross (name to be decided)

VI. Languages of the workshop

English, French and Spanish
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28th International Conference of the Red Cross and Red Crescent

WORKSHOP OUTLINE

Workshop 10: “Where disasters meet: similarities and distinct factors involved in NS pre- 
paredness to respond in contexts affected by both conflict and “natural” disasters”

I. Organizers

Principal organizers

British Red Cross Society: Adam Poulter, Disaster Preparedness Adviser
Department for International Department (Dfid), British Government: Claire Morgan, 
Team Manager, Conflict & Humanitarian Affairs Department
Uganda Red Cross Society : Robert Kwesiga, Secretary General

Co-orqanizers

- Delegation of the Republic of Uganda

II. General subject matter

To review how National Societies in contexts affected by both internal conflict and “natural” 
hazards can harmonize their preparedness efforts for both types of disaster, and of the spe
cial challenges that working in conflict situations generate. The role of the International Fed
eration, ICRC and Participating National Societies (PNS - National Societies which partici
pate in assisting/supporting other National Societies) in supporting this work, and of the rela
tionship between the National Society and its government will be considered with particular 
reference to a case study presented by the Uganda Red Cross which will outline their ex
perience of challenges and successes in preparing and responding in such situations in re
cent years.

III. Intended aims of the workshop and questions for discussion

Aims

a. To highlight similarities and distinct factors relating to NS preparedness to respond to 
conflicts and “natural” disasters, emphasizing the importance of harmonizing these ef
forts

b. Through review of the Ugandan experience to explore how National Societies can lead 
this process with support where necessary from the ICRC, International Federation & 
PNS, and recognizing the particular mandate of the ICRC in providing protection to the 
victims of armed conflict

Questions for discussion

a. What steps can a NS take to ensure they are well prepared to respond to the 
humanitarian needs in both situations of conflict and “natural” disaster, and how 
can the International Federation, ICRC and PNS enhance their support to NS 
preparedness to respond in both situations of conflict and “natural" disaster?

b. What is the relationship between a NS auxiliary role to their respective govern
ment and their need to adhere to the Fundamental Principles of independence,
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neutrality and impartiality, particularly in situations of internal armed conflict where 
the national government may be a party in the conflict, and how can this best be 
managed?

IV. Contributors

Names of the workshop chairman and/or moderator

- Chairman: Michael Mosselmans, Head of Conflict and Humanitarian Affairs Department, 
DfiD, UK government

- Moderator: Ms. Teresa Hanley, Head of International Programme Advisory Department, 
BRCS

Names of other contributors or observers who may take part in the presentation

Michael Mosselmans, CHAD

Mr. Adam Poulter, BRCS

Head of Republic of Uganda government delegation

Mr. Robert Kwesiga, Secretary General, Uganda RCS

Teresa Hanley, BRCS

V. Languages of the workshop

Arabic, English, French and Spanish
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28th International Conference of the Red Cross and Red Crescent 

WORKSHOP OUTLINE

Workshop 11: "Operational challenges in carrying out humanitarian activities in a chang 
ing environment"

I. Organizers

International Committee of the Red Cross
International Federation of the Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies

II. General subject matter

Outline the security challenges in delivering humanitarian activities.

Implications for security in a changing environment from a national, regional and international 
perspective.

The strengths and weaknesses of the security concepts of the components of the Red 
Cross/Red Crescent Movement in a changing environment.

III. Intended aims of the workshop and questions for discussion

Aims

To determine what more can be done or should be done differently to ensure the safe deliv
ery of humanitarian activities.

Questions

Implications for security in a changing environment:

• How do differences in perception of the changing environment and/or the issue of secu
rity impact on the delivery of humanitarian assistance - national, regional, international ?

• What mor$ can be done to ensure the safe delivery of humanitarian activities ?

• In the future, how can experiences and perspectives be shared in relation to security to 
ensure the protection of humanitarian activities ?

Security concepts of the components of the Red Cross/Red Crescent Movement:

• Its strengths and weaknesses and the management of lessons learned

• Outlining ways and means of strengthening the recognition of the Red Cross/Red Cres
cent Fundamental Principles of neutrality and independence

• Conditions under which armed escorts should or should not be contemplated (Resolution 
9 of the Council of Delegates)

• In what ways have ICRC/lnternational Federation/National Societies security incidents 
had consequences for operational activities ?
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IV. Contributors

Names of the workshop chairman and/or moderator

Mr. Pierre Kraehenbuehf Director of Operations, ICRC

Mr. Abbas Gullet, Director, Disaster Management and Coordination Division, Interna
tional Federation

Names of other contributors who will take part in the presentation

Mr. Walter A. Fuellemann, Deputy Director of Operations, ICRC

Mr. Kalle Loovi, Operation Manager, Disaster Management and Coordination Division, 
International Federation

Mr. Michel Cagneux, Delegate in charge of the security unit, ICRC

Mr. Tor Planting, Security Coordinator, Cooperation and Development Division, Interna
tional Federation

V. Languages of the workshop

French, English, Spanish and Arabic
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