
lnfoRoP_English

'ç vUt -

FfOTECTING HUMAN DIGN TY
TOTÉCER LA 3CNnt HUMAJM 

BrOTECB LA, UONIQAD HUMANA

Summary Information
Rules of Procedure of the International Conference 

of the Red Cross and Red Crescent

Table of contents:

1. Fundamental Principles
2. Composition of the International Conference
3. Provisional Agenda of the Conference
4. Debates and documents
5. Amendments to the Statutes and the Rules of Procedure
6. Standing Commission of the Red Cross and Red Crescent

1. Fundamental Principles

o The Fundamental Principles, namely the principles of Humanity, Impartiality, 
Neutrality, Independence, Voluntary service, Unity and Universality, are defined in the 
Preamble of the Statutes of the International Red Cross and Red Crescent 
Movement.
The States shall at all times respect the adherence by all the components of the 
Movement to the Fundamental Principles1.

o The International Conference contributes to the unity of the Movement and to the 
i achievement of its mission in full respect of the Fundamental Principles2.

■=> All participants in the International Conference shall respect the Fundamental 
Principles and all documents presented shall conform with these Principles3 (...).

1 Statutes, art. 2, par. 4
2 Statutes, art. 10, par. 1
3 Statutes, art. 11, par. 4
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2. Composition of the International Conference

Members

The members of the International Conference shall be the delegations from the 
National [Red Cross and Red Crescent] Societies, from the International Committee 
[of the Red Cross] (ICRC), from the International Federation of Red Cross and Red 
Crescent Societies and from the States Parties to the Geneva Conventions4.

■=> A delegation shall not be represented by another delegation or by a member of 
another delegation5.

Observers, guests and invited organizations
■=> In addition to the members entitled to take part the International Conference, 

observers (...) may attend the meetings of the Conference6 (...).
■=> The Standing Commission shall establish by consensus the list of observers7 (...).

■=:> The host organization may issue invitations to guests to the opening and closing 
ceremonies and to such other occasions as the Standing Commission or the Bureau 
of the Conference may decide8.

3. Provisional Agenda of the Conference

The Standing Commission shall prepare the provisional agenda of the Conference for 
submission to the Council [of Delegates]9.

=> Observations, amendments or additions to the provisional agenda must be received 
by the Standing Commission at least sixty days before the opening of the Conference, 
unless the Standing Commission agrees to a later date10.

■=> When meeting prior to the opening of the International Conference, the Council [of 
Delegates] shall adopt the provisional agenda of the Conference11. [In 2003, the 
Council of Delegates will take place from 30 November until 2 December],

4. Debates and documents

Political controversies
■=> All participants in the International Conference shall respect the Fundamental 

Principles and all documents presented shall conform with these Principles. In order 
that the debates of the International Conference shall command the confidence of all, 
the Chairman and any elected officer responsible for the conduct of business shall 
ensure that none of the speakers at any time engages in controversies of a political, 
racial, religious or ideological nature. The Bureau of the International Conference, as 
defined in the Rules of Procedure, shall apply the same standard to documents before 
authorizing their circulation12.

4 Statutes, art. 9, par. 1
5 Statutes, rule 9, par. 4
6 Statutes, art. 11, par. 5
7 Statutes, art. 18, par. 1 d)
8 Rules of Procedure, rule 10
9 Statutes, art. 18, par. 1 c)
10 Rules of Procedure, rule 6, par. 2
11 Statutes, art. 14, par. 2 b)
12 Statutes art. 11, par. 4
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Official working documents
The [official working] documents shall be despatched, with the approval of the 
Standing Commission, by the ICRC and the International Federation to the members 
and observers (...) at least forty-five days before the opening of the Conference13.

Consensus and votes
The International Conference shall endeavour to adopt its resolutions by consensus as 
provided in the Rules of Procedure. If no consensus is reached, a vote shall be taken 
in accordance with these Rules14.

=> Consensus shall be understood to mean the absence of any objection expressed by a 
delegation and submitted by it as constituting an obstacle to the adoption of the 
resolution in question15 (...).

The vote of each delegation shall be expressed by its head or by the delegate he has 
designated to replace him16 (...).

Duration of speeches
& The Standing Commission decided to recommend the Chairman of the International 

Conference to limit the duration of speeches for delegations as follow:
> five minutes for the general debates in plenary meetings;
> three minutes for the debates in Commissions (delegations may take the floor 

more than once at the Commission Chairman's discretion and time allowing).

Working languages and Official languages
<=> The working languages of the Conference shall be English, French and Spanish. The 

working languages are those in which simultaneous interpretation is provided and are 
the only languages in which documents relating to items on the agenda will be 
prepared. Any delegate using a language which is not a working language shall 
provide for its interpretation into one of the working languages17.

■=> The official languages of the Conference shall be Arabic, Chinese, English, French, 
Russian and Spanish. The official languages may be used in debates without the prior 
permission of the Chairman. Any delegate wishing to speak in a language other than 
an official language shall first obtain the permission of the Chairman18.

5. Amendments to the Statutes and the Rules of Procedure

■=> Any proposal to amend the present Statutes and the Rules of Procedure must be 
placed on the agenda of the International Conference and its text sent to all members 
of the Conference at least six months in advance. To be adopted, any amendment 
shall require two-thirds majority of those members of the International Conference 
present and voting, after the views of the International Committee and the 
International Federation have been presented to the Conference19.

13 Rules of Procedure, rule 7, 2nd sentence
14 Statutes, art. 11, par. 7
15 Rules of Procedure, rule 19, par. 1
16 Rules of Procedure, rule 20, par. 2
17 Rules of Procedure, rule 12, par. 2
18 Rules of Procedure, rule 12, par. 1
19 Statutes, art. 20
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6. Standing Commission of the Red Cross and Red Crescent

Definition and Functions
■=> The Standing Commission (...) is the trustee of the International Conference (...)20.

■=> The Standing Commission shall21:

> make arrangements for the next International Conference (...).
> settle, in the interval between International Conferences, and subject to any final 

decision by the Conference any difference of opinion which may arise as to the 
interpretation and application of the (...) Statutes and of the Rules of Procedure.

> promote harmony in the work of the Movement and, in this connection, coordination 
among its components;

> encourage and further the implementation of resolutions of the International 
Conference;

> examine, with these objectives in view, matters which concern the Movement as a 
whole;

> make arrangements for the next Council [of Delegates] (...).
> administer the award of the Henry Dunant Medal. (...)
> (...) take any measures which circumstances demand, provided always that the 

independence and initiative of each of the components of the Movement, as 
defined in the (...) Statutes, are strictly safeguarded.

Composition
o The Standing Commission shall comprise nine members, namely:

a) five who are members of different National Societies, each elected in a personal 
capacity by the International Conference according to Article 10, paragraph 4 and 
holding office until the close of the following International Conference or until the 
next Standing Commission has been formally constituted, whichever is the later;

b) two who are representatives of the International Committee, one of whom shall be 
the President;

c) two who are representatives of the International Federation, one of whom shall be 
the President22.

Election
=> The International Conference shall elect in a personal capacity those members of the 

Standing Commission mentioned in Article 17, paragraph 1 a) of the (...) Statutes, 
taking into account personal qualities and the principle of fair geographical 
distribution23. [The election will take place on Friday 5 December 2003 from 8.30 
a.m. onwards}.

Si a

20 Statutes, art. 16
21 Statutes, art. 18

Statutes, art. 17, par. 1
Statutes, art. 10, par. 4
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Nominations
■=> Nominations for the Standing Commission shall be delivered in closed envelopes, with 

the curriculum vitae of each candidate, to the Chairman of the Bureau, forty-eight 
hours before the opening of the meeting in which the election will take place [/.e. at 
the latest, at 8.30 a.m. on Wednesday 3 December 2003.]. The Bureau shall 
circulate the curriculum vitae of each candidate at least twenty-four hours before that 
meeting. When nominating candidates, personal qualities and the principle of fair 
geographical distribution should be taken into account.24

Election process, secret ballot, absolute majority, roll call, elected candidates
■=> The election process for the Standing Commission shall start immediately after the 

opening of the meeting at which the vote will take place25.

o The members of the Standing Commission referred to in Article 10, paragraph 4 of the 
Statutes shall be elected by secret ballot by the members of the Conference. For the 
purpose of determining the absolute majority required in terms of paragraph 4, a roll 
call of members shall be taken before voting begins26.

■=> In the first ballot, the candidates obtaining an absolute majority shall be declared 
elected. If more than five candidates obtain an absolute majority, the five candidates 
obtaining the largest number of votes shall be declared elected. If less than five 
candidates obtain an absolute majority in the first ballot, a second ballot shall be held 
in which the candidate(s) obtaining the largest number of votes shall be declared 
elected27.

■=> In the case of a tie, subsequent ballots shall be held until the remaining candidate(s) 
has received a relative majority. After four ballots the total number of votes cast for 
each candidate in all four ballots shall be taken into consideration. If a tie still results, a 
decision shall be made by drawing lots28.

* * *

Geneva, 15 October 2003

24 Rules of Procedure, rule 21, par. 1
25 Rules of Procedure, rule 21, par. 2
26 Rules of Procedure, rule 21, par. 3
27 Rules of Procedure, rule 21, par. 4
28 Rules of Procedure, rule 21, par. 5
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