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Information Note
for the Members, Observers and Guests 

of the 28th International Conference 
of the Red Cross and Red Crescent 

(2-6 December 2003)

LVe/come desk at the Geneva airport

A welcome desk will be organized at the Geneva airport to assist participants arriving by 
plane. Shuttle buses will be arranged from the airport to hotels in Geneva.

Registration
International Conference Centre of Geneva (CICG)

Rue de Varembe, 15-1211 Geneva 20

Tuesday 2 December 2003, from 14.00 onwards

For security reasons, participants will not be able to enter the Conference Centre without an 
identification badge of the 28th International Conference. Each and every participant will 
receive an identification badge at the time of registration. Please bring with you two ID 
pictures (2x3 cm).

N.B. The 28th International Conference will be preceded by meetings of the Governing Board 
and the General Assembly of the International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent 
Societies and the Council of Delegates of the International Red Cross and Red Crescent 
Movement.

Welcoming ceremony and Reception

On 2 December 2003, the International Conference will start as follows:

5 p.m. Welcoming ceremony at the CICG

6.45 p.m. Reception offered by the Swiss Federal Council and the Authorities of the 
Republic and Canton of Geneva and of the City of Geneva



Election of the Standing Commission
The election of the Standing Commission will take place on Friday 5 December 2003 from 
8.30 a.m. onwards. Nominations for the Standing Commission shall be delivered in closed 
envelopes, with the curriculum vitae of each candidate, to the Bureau of the Conference at 
the latest, at 8.30 a.m. on Wednesday 3 December 2003. A note on the subject, indicating 
the procedure that will be followed and the profile for candidates, was enclosed with the 
convocation of 30 May 2003. Please refer to this document and to the enclosed Summary 
Information on the Rules of Procedure of the International Conference of the Red Cross and 
Red Crescent for further information.

Duration of speeches
The duration of speeches in plenary meetings and in Commissions should be limited as 
follows:
> five minutes for the general debates in plenary meetings;
> three minutes for the debates in Commissions (delegations may take the floor more 

than once at the Commission Chairman's discretion and time allowing).

Workshops
The workshops are intended to supplement the official proceedings of the Conference by 
providing more discussion of topics related to the Conference themes without a requirement 
for decision or consensus. They are thus an integral part of the Conference but not of its 
formal agenda. Eleven workshops are scheduled from 3 to 5 December 2003 at 17.00. 
Please refer to the Provisional Agenda of the Conference and the Summary presentation of 
the workshops for further information.

New pledges and information on the follow-up to the Plan of Action and 
pledges of the 27th International Conference

In addition to the resolutions, including the Declaration and the Agenda for Humanitarian 
Action, that are to be discussed and collectively adopted at the 28th International Conference, 
specific humanitarian commitments for the period 2004-2007 may be undertaken voluntarily 
by the participants, acting independently or jointly, in the form of pledges. For further 
information please refer to the Guidelines for pledging that was sent with the Convocation 
of the Conference dated 30 May 2003.

As of 2 June 2003, all participants in the Conference are invited to submit their pledges on 
the "Registration form for pledges".
During the Conference:

Participants to the Conference will be invited to submit their pledges at a pledge stand, 
which will be open in the Conference venue from Tuesday 2 December (4 p.m.) to 
Friday 5 December (2 p.m.) throughout the working hours of the Conference. (For 
National Societies, the stand will also be open during the Council of Delegates, 1-2 
December). Draft pledges (including those sent in before the Conference) can be 
amended or finalized and new pledges registered at the stand until 2 p.m. on Friday 5 
December.

The pledge stand, which will be centrally located and easy to spot, will allow participants 
both to make their own pledges and to read the pledges made by others (these can also 
be accessed through the nearby computer bank). A team will be available throughout the 
working hours of the Conference to help delegations register their pledges.
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Copies of the registration form will be available at the stand in English, French and 
Spanish. Once completed, the pledges will be included in the Honour Book, under 
plastic cover and filed in alphabetic order by country name. The pledges will also be 
registered electronically on the websites of the Movement, the ICRC and the 
International Federation.

The pledge stand will also allow participants to provide or read information on the 
implementation of the Plan of Action and pledges of the 27th International Conference.

Working languages and Official languages
Simultaneous interpretation will be provided in the three working languages of the 
Conference - English, French and Spanish - and in one more official language - Arabic - 
for plenary meetings, meetings of the Commissions and in the Drafting Committee.
All documents relating to items on the agenda will be available only in the three working 
languages of the Conference.
The workshops will be held in one of the Conference's working languages. 
The workshop organizers may choose to provide interpreters for other languages.

Geneva, 15 October 2003
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