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Conference of humanity opens

The 27th International Conference of the Red Cross and Red Crescent 
opened on Sunday with music, videos and speeches urging the participants 
to celebrate the power of humanity and reminding them that the 
conference is all about people's lives, not paper.

Ruth Dreifuss, President of the Swiss Confederation

“The international 
conferences are a time-tested 
means to renew our global 
will to act, to build our 
collective future and to create 
the tools we need to ease the 
burdens of men, women and 
children in our communities 
who have been struck by 
life's adversities,” said 
Princess Margriet, chairman 
of the Standing Commission, 
in her opening speech.

She thanked the Swiss authorities for their support in making the 
conference a reality, and welcomed all delegates, saying the high number 
of participants showed the importance of the conference as one “which will 
enable us to build a strategy and objective for our commitment to 
the next century”.

Cornelio Sommaruga, President of the International Committee of 
the Red Cross, said: “There are few opportunities for humanitarian 
organizations and States to come together under the same roof to look 
together at the major humanitarian questions of our day, but this is 
exactly what is going to happen this week.”

“As our catastrophic century draws to a close, when most of our 
benchmarks are vague, it is necessary to reaffirm the importance of the 
human being and his dignity. We humanitarians do this on a daily basis, 
alongside the victims and the most vulnerable, but we must also be able 
to do this with the representation of States,” he added.
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Federation President Dr Astrid Heiberg thanked 
governments for their participation in preparing the 
conference and expressed hope for a common, 
humanitarian commitment to meet the realities of 
today's world and diminish the death and suffering 
caused by bitter conflicts, huge refugee movements 
and natural superdisasters. “We build on the most 
powerful of realities: the spirit of humanity in each 
and every one of us,” she said.

Dr Bertrand Piccard, who as the first man to 
circumnavigate the earth in a hot air balloon has 
had a unique perspective on the world, read the 
fundamental principles out to the packed room. 
“Maybe the worst problem in the world is not that 
people don't all love each other, but that they do 
not understand how magical it is to have life on this 
planet, how much it is a miracle to be alive,” he 
said. “May the Movement continue to reach out to 
the whole world, I feel that it is much needed,” he 
added.

Pierre Muller, Mayor of Geneva, welcomed 
delegates to the city, home to many humanitarian 
organizations of which the International Committee 
of the Red Cross and the International Federation 
“are the cornerstone”. Parties to conflict tend to 
wage war without witnesses, said Mr Muller, adding 
that he hoped the International Conference would 
reinforce actions to uphold the Geneva conventions 
and international humanitarian law.

Martine Brunschwig Graf, president of the council 
of state of Geneva, spoke of the need to develop 
civil commitment and voluntary work, which are 
vital to support humanitarian activities. Urging 
people to teach their children about differences of 
opinion and that violence can never be justified, she 
said: “We must never break the chain of solidarity.”

Ruth Dreifuss, President of the Swiss 
Confederation, said the “the power of humanity” 
was a slogan of hope; hope for a better future that 
we must bring about, and hope for action that must 
be guided by respect for human dignity and 
compassion. She urged people not to give up 
or despair in the face of human suffering, 
but to overcome divisions, weaknesses 
and special interests.

Two videos shown during the opening — “The 
power of humanity” and “Voices of war, voices 
of hope” — sent powerful messages to the audience 
about some of the realities that the Movement is 
dealing with, voiced by those affected by war and 
disaster, and showing the Red Cross/Red Crescent 
workers helping them.

with people, an American-based group of young 
people, took to the stage and the floor to sing 
“Life Power”, the winning song written by 
a Philippines Red Cross volunteer for a 
competition organized by the National Society.

Show of strength
It was all about power.
The power of dance, the power 
of music, the power of the 
elements, the power of water, 
earth, wind and fire. The power 
of humanity, of emotion, 
of gesture. Your power. Mine. 
Ours. United. In harmony.

Each element was teased out in its positive and 
negative aspects: the hope and dangers posed by 
the lack, surfeit or sufficiency of water; the warmth 
and the horror of fire; clean air and pollution; 
bounty and environmental damage.

Every act of the conference's opening show at 
Geneva's Arena stadium was a tour de force, 
from the awesome power of youth expressed by Ph
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Riverdance and Up With People to the storming violin 
of the equally youthful Vanessa Mae. Strength, 
flexibility, virility and femininity were expressed in a 
striking way by contortionists Valentin and Katya and 
Manu Di Bango demonstrated how he has been 
building bridges between continents with his African 
Jazz.

Staying in Africa, the Circus Ethiopia children dazzled 
and shone with a unique demonstration of the power of 
the simple message. Jimmy Cliff took to the stage to 

Proceeds from ticket soles will go 
to water-related development 
programmes. "Water is a vital 
resource, but It is difficult to 
generate new funding for water
based development projects. 
Given the show's theme, we 
thought this was a perfect choice," 
said Joanna MacLean, the show's 
organizer.

show how reggae can truly become a hymn for the 
oppressed. A change of mood saw Europeans back to 
the fore - Thijs Van Leer and his magical flute, while 
Dick Bakker, proved he is more than his winning 
“Ding a Dong” song. From North Africa, with 
Algerian Idir, icon of a whole population, singer of 
cultural richness took the stage.

A breathtaking closure when the technical effects 
and all the stars combined to electrify the arena, 
filling the night with music, words, symbols, filling 
Geneva, and reaching out to the world through their 
power, our power, the power of humanity.

First government pledges
The first government pledges have been submitted 
to the International Conference. Among others, 
Ukraine pledged to establish a national 
commission on implementing international 
humanitarian law, Uganda pledged to recognize 
the Ugandan Red Cross in its national disaster 
preparedness and management policy and Sweden 
pledged jointly with the Swedish Red Cross to 
promote non-participation and non-recruitment 
of children under 18 years in armed conflicts.

The government pledges submitted so far all 
support and add to the pledges from National 
Societies. So far 125 pledges have been submitted. 
Pledges can be viewed in the Honour Books at 
the pledge stand in the main foyer.

The following have already made pledges:

Red Cross Red Crescent Movement: Afghanistan, 
Algeria, Angola, Austria, Bahamas, Bahrain, 
Bangladesh, Barbados, Belarus, Belize, Benin, 
Bolivia, Botswana, Bulgaria, Burkina Faso, 
Cambodia, Cameroon, Cape Verde, Chad, China, 
Colombia, Congo (Democratic Republic of), 
Costa Rica, Croatia, Cuba, Ecuador, Egypt,

El Salvador, Estonia, Ethiopia, Fiji, Gabon, 
Gambia, Georgia, Ghana, Greece, Grenada, 
Guinea-Bissau, Guinea, Guyana, Haiti, Honduras, 
Hungary, Iceland, ICRC, International Federation, 
Iran, Iraq, Core d'Ivoire, Jamaica, Japan, Jordan, 
Kenya, Korea (Democratic Peoples' Republic of), 
Korea (Republic of), Laos, Latvia, Lebanon, 
Lesotho, Liberia, Libya, Lithuania, Macedonia, 
Madagascar, Malaysia, Malta, Mauritania, Mexico, 
Morocco, Mozambique, Namibia, Nepal, New 
Zealand, Nicaragua, Niger, Nigeria, Pakistan, 
Palau, Panama, Papua New Guinea, Paraguay, 
Philippines, Poland, Qatar, Romania, Russia, 
Rwanda, Samoa, Senegal, Seychelles, Sierra Leone, 
Singapore, Slovakia, Slovenia, Solomon Islands, 
Somalia, Sri Lanka, Sudan, Suriname, Swaziland, 
Sweden, Switzerland, Syria, Tanzania, Togo, 
Trinidad and Tobago, Tunisia, Uganda, Ukraine, 
United Arab Emirates, Uruguay, Venezuela, Youth 
Power, Zambia, Zimbabwe.

Governments: Iceland, Sweden, Uganda, Ukraine

Observers: Cook Islands Red Cross, Magen David 
Adorn, Palestine Red Crescent, Institut 
International de Droit Humanitaire.
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Come to the workshops
A series of 14 workshops will take place during rhe 
International Conference to enable participants to 
explore conference-related topics in greater depth. 
The workshops offer a chance to share experiences, 
exchange ideas and find new strategies for moving 
forward — they will not be the object of official 
resolutions. All conference members and observers 
are invited to take part.

The workshops — some held simultaneously — will 
take place from today until Thursday from 5.00 pm 
to 7.00 pm and on Friday from 2.00 pm. They will be 
held in room A of the AELE/EFTA building (leave 
the CICG by the post office exit and it is the building 
opposite) and rooms Bl and B2 of the ITU building 
(leave the CICG by the main entrance and follow the 
pavement to a red door opposite).

Following each session, a brief report will be 
distributed to all conference members, and a summary 
will be presented at the closing session of the 
conference on Saturday.

This evening's sessions are as follows:
Volunteering 2000 - a challenge for the Red Cross 
and Red Crescent Movement in strengthening civil 
society. To be held in room Bl, ITU building 
from 5-00 pm in English and French.
What are the economic, demographic and political 
factors influencing civil society and what is the Red 
Cross and Red Crescent position vis-a-vis 
governments, NGOs and the commercial sector? 
How will the Movement adjust its strategy for 
institutional and human resource development in view 
of the decreasing number of volunteers?

People on war: results of the worldwide 
consultation. To be held in room B, ITU building 
from 5- 00 pm in English and French.
An analysis of the results of the People on war survey 
will be presented by opinion-research firm Greenberg 
Quinlan Research Inc. and opened for discussion. 
The survey was conducted by the ICRC to mark the 
50th anniversary of the Geneva Conventions, visiting 
countries affected by war and those now at peace, 
asking people about their experiences of war, their 
opinions on the rules limiting violence in armed 
conflict and their expectations of the future.

Widowhood and armed conflict: challenges 
faced and strategies forward. To be held in room 
A, EFTA building, from 5- 00 pm in English. 
Large numbers of women have been widowed 
through military and civilian casualties of armed 
conflicts in many countries. Many have shown 
remarkable courage and resourcefulness in carrying 
on with their lives and the purpose of this 
workshop is to gain a better understanding of the 
problems they face during armed conflict and its 
aftermath.

Other workshops later in the week will cover 
the following subjects:
Working in partnership with governments 
The humanitarian challenge of small arms 

proliferation
Fight against AIDS in developing countries 
Ensuring respect for international humanitarian law 
The SIrUS project
Use and development of Sphere standards 
Assisting children affected by armed conflict 
Effects of climate change on disaster response 
Humanitarian action and business:

common interests?
Implementation of the statute of the International 

Criminal Court

Videos to watch
ICRC and International Federation videos will be 
screened every lunchtime during the conference on 
level D (where the partnership cafes were held). 
The videos, lasting around 5-10 minutes each, will 
cover such subjects as tracing, floods, Hurricane 
Mitch and more. A rolling show will begin at 
12.30 pm and carry on through the lunch hour, 
with soundtracks in English, French and Spanish.

Delegates are kindly requested to empty their pigeon holes on a daily basis.
This bulletin is for information purposes only. It does not constitute an official record.
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Opening session of 
the International Conference

Yesterday's opening of the 27th International Conference by the chairman of the 
Standing Commission, Princess Margriet, was followed by a moment of silence 
for Red Cross and Red Crescent workers who had recently lost their lives.

Dr Mamdouh Gabr 
Chairman of the conference

+C
the power of humanity

+C
le pouvoir de rhumanité

+c

The International Conference then elected the following office holders: 
Chairman of the conference:

Dr Mamdouh Gabr (Egyptian Red Crescent)
Vice-chairmen (National Society):

M Franz E Muheim (Swiss Red Cross)
Sra Zoy Katevas De Sclabos (Chilean Red Cross) 

Vice-chairmen (government):
Ambassador Yolande Bike (Gabon)
Ambassador Philippe Kirsch (Canada)

Co-chairman of the plenary commission for theme I:
H E Mr Boris Shikhmuradov (Turkmenistan)

Co-chairman of the plenary commission for theme II:
Ambassador Christopher Lamb (Australia)

Co-chairman of the plenary commission for theme III:
Sr Teofilo Siman (Salvadorean Red Cross)

Rapporteur of the plenary commission for theme I:
Mr Tom Buruku (Uganda Red Cross)

Rapporteur of the plenary commission for theme II:
Dr Tahar Cheniti (Tunisian Red Crescent)

Rapporteur of the plenary commission for theme III:
Ambassador Anne Anderson (Ireland)

Chairman of the drafting committee:
Ambassador Philippe Kirsch (Canada)

Vice-chairwoman (government):
Ambassador Marika Fahlén (Sweden)

Vice-chairmen (National Society):
Sir Alan Munro (British Red Cross)
M Jean-Pierre Cabouat (French Red Cross)

Secretary general of the conference:
Ambassador Jean-François Kammer (Switzerland)

Assistant secretaries general:
Mme Yolande Camporini (Federation)
M Jean-Luc Blondel (ICRC)
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“As an African and an Arab I am very honoured, 
and I promise to serve the goals of the conference to 
the best of my abilities”, said Dr Mamdouh Gabr after 
he was elected as chairman of the conference. Dr Gabr

A powerful declaration 
in the spirit of humanity

“This conference must make a powerful statement 
of concern and solidarity, and adopt practical 
and measurable action points to improve the 
implementation of international humanitarian law 
and to make humanitarian action in general, 
and that of the Movement in particular, more 
effective,” said Princess Margriet, chairman of the 
Standing Commission in her introduction. She 
added, “The Declaration is meant to convey a 
message to the world, in the spirit of the power of 
humanity, as a challenge to all of us. We should not 
be overwhelmed by the immensity of problems we 
face, rather, we must work together for a better 
future. It is a united appeal to halt excesses of
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inhumanity and to bring the world to act with 
greater humanity. We, the Movement, hope that 
this conference can adopt the Declaration as it 
stands.” She concluded her speech by saying that 
the Plan of Action for the International Conference 
is a broad ranging document and is a reflection 
of the scope of the action of the Movement and 
cooperation with governments.

The humanitarian commitment
In her keynote address Federation President Astrid 
Heiberg focused on natural disasters and disaster 
preparedness saying: “Even if war is a killer, nature 
can be even worse.” She added that natural 
disasters hit the most vulnerable hardest. Over 
90 percent of all deaths caused by natural disaster 
occur in developing countries and the economic 
losses are, relative to the size of the economy, 
20 times greater than in industrial countries.
Dr Heiberg called for a greater emphasis on disaster 
preparedness and invited governments to unite with 
the Movement in a partnership of preparedness. 
“Together we can prevent a lot of misery. We always 
say we want to make a difference to the lives of 
the vulnerable people. Our challenge is that we 
actually can. We can take on this humanitarian 
commitment. Let us do it.”

Reflecting on the past, the president of the ICRC, 
Cornelio Sommaruga, pointed to the ending of 
the cold war, which he said “unleashed tension and 
hatred which culminated in exceptionally violent 

conflicts, especially in the Balkans, the Caucasus 
and Central Asia.” Mr Sommaruga also spoke of 
the adoption of the Ottawa Convention, concerns 
over trade in light weapons and the flight of 
innocent victims caught up in the turmoil of war. 
“Human beings and respect for human dignity must 
be placed back at the heart of the political thinking 
and decision-making, for human beings are still the 
main concern of both states and the international 
community.” The president concluded that the 
“victims of war have placed their hopes in us, 
let us live up to their expectations.”

“Throughout its history, the Red Cross and Red 
Crescent Movement has been the world's standard 
setter in humanitarian action. You have been an 
inspiration to the community of nations, and an 
indispensable partner to the United Nations,” said 
Louise Frechette, deputy secretary general of the 
United Nations in the opening of her powerful 
speech. Ms Frechette spoke of the fiftieth 
anniversary of the Geneva Conventions, o 
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in this anniversary year, this final year of the final 
decade of a century of war, genocide and immense 
suffering, we cannot say that the Conventions are 
universally respected. Nor can we say that, in the 
conflicts of the past decade, civilian populations have 
been spared,” she added. “In the nineties civilians have 
become the very targets of warfare, in campaigns of 
genocide and so called ethnic cleansing.” She spoke 
of the Security Council's report on the Protection of 
Civilians in Armed Conflict and of the International 
Criminal Court before concluding: “May this last 
International Conference of your Movement in the 
twentieth century be a source of inspiration 
to all of us in the twenty-first.”

Partnership, the changing nature of conflicts and 
protection of humanitarian workers were the themes 
chosen by all three guest speakers. Director General of 
the World Health Organization, Gro Harlem 
Brundtland said: “in our world, partnership is the key 
to success in so many areas. We need to focus on how 
we can work together in the future and add to our past 
achievements.” Carol Bellamy, executive director 
of UNICEF, pointed out that four years ago, 
her organization was working with partners in only 

15 conflict situations, a number which has now 
more than tripled. “All involve situations that 
profoundly threaten the lives and welfare of women 
and children,” she said, “as well as the future 
of the very societies in which they live.”

The ruthless victimization of women and children 
in war was also underlined by Catherine Bertini, 
the executive director of the World Food 
Programme. “Men wage war. Women and children 
suffer the consequences,” she said. Ms Bertini 
applauded the International Conference’s emphasis 
on the issue of compliance by parties to an armed 
conflict with their obligations to protect the civilian 
population, but lamented the development of yet 
another category of victim - humanitarian workers. 
She suggested the adoption of an optional protocol 
to the 1994 Convention on the Safety of UN and 
Associated Personnel, adding that early ratification 
of the Rome Statute on an International Criminal 
Court was imperative. “We believe that the actual 
entry into force of this treaty will have a major 
deterrent effect with regards to attacks 
on humanitarian staff,” she said.

Lessons learned from listening 
to people on war

Listening to the views expressed by people who have 
seen and experienced the worst effects of war will help 
us discover how to better protect people in war. This 
was the central idea behind the year-long People on War 
project, the results of which were tabled at the 
International Conference by the ICRC's director of 
international law and communication, Yves Sandoz. He 
said: “It was both ambitious and risky to try to 
communicate the views of those affected by war, but
the ICRC decided to commit itself to such an 
undertaking.
I take this opportunity now to thank everyone involved 
for their hard work and devotion.”

In all, over 20,000 people - civilians and combatants - 
were interviewed for their thoughts on what basic rules 
should be implemented in war and why those rules are 
so often violated. Hundreds of questionnaires, in-depth 
focus groups and individual interviews were carried out 
by the ICRC and opinion-research firm Greenberg 
Research Inc., with the help of Red Cross and Red 
Crescent volunteers in 17 countries. Particpants were 
chosen according to set criteria, debates and discussions 

followed strict 
guidelines and all 
were translated and 
recorded for future 
reference.

Mr Sandoz 
presented a 
summary of the most striking
results of the project, explaining that a more
detailed analysis would be undertaken at a later 
date. “This survey is a very precious tool,” he said, 
“and provides valuable information on how we can 
improve understanding of humanitarian law and

An overwhelming majority of those surveyed, 
between 87 and 98 per cent, are of the opinion that 
in war, civilians should be spared from attack. The 
survey shows that there is great awareness of the fact 
that standards exist, but also that it is very difficult 
to enforce these standards: 26 per cent of 
respondents claimed that combatants attack E^> 
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civilians because “they don't care about laws.” 
Great developments have been made recently in the 
implementation of humanitarian law, but a law is only 
effective if violations are punished. Almost 60 per cent 
of the people surveyed in war-torn countries feel that 
war criminals should be punished. “If these people 
are not tried and punished,” said one respondent, 
“they will feel free to commit such acts again.”

The results of the People on War consultation are 
intended not only to invigorate the worldwide 
humanitarian debate as a new century dawns, but 
also to make more effective the ICRC's work to 
promote knowledge and acceptance of the rules of 
war. In the voices of these people lies the possibility 
of enhancing recognition that even wars have limits, 
and thus ensuring better protection for civilians.

Pledge update

Federation President Astrid Heiberg and Secretary 
General George Weber presenting the Federation's 
pledge on volunteering to Ambassador Yolande Bike 
of Gabon.

During the plenary session conference chairman 
Dr Gabr announced that two pledges, one from a 
government and one from a National Society would, 
exceptionally, be made during the plenary. Tarja 
Halonen, president of the Council of the European 
Union and Finnish foreign affairs minister, pledged 
on behalf of all member States of the EU to combat 
the destabilizing accumulation and spread of small arms 
and light weapons. They also committed to support 
humanitarian mine action at the current high level.

HRH Princess Maha Chakri Sirindhorn of 
Thailand, on behalf of the Thai Red Cross, pledged 
to extend their health projects, establish a disaster 
operation centre, intensify their dissemination 
activities and encourage the government to adhere 
to the 1977 Additional Protocol I.

During yesterday the following pledges were 
presented:

Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement: Albania, 
Australia, Belgium, Chile, Denmark, Dominican 
Republic, France, Indonesia, Italy, Kyrgyzstan, 
Luxembourg, Netherlands, Sao Tome and Principe, 
Spain, Tajikistan, Thailand, Turkmenistan, United 
States

Governments: Austria, Denmark, Dominican 
Republic, Ethiopia, European Union (representing 
member states), Finland, Greece, Luxembourg, 
Mozambique, Niger.

Observers: Kazakh Red Crescent and Red Cross.

To date, 134 National Societies, 13 governments 
and five observers have presented pledges.

Author’s presentation
A new manual on the law of armed conflict for armed forces has been produced 
by the ICRC after an in-depth assessment with military experts from all 
continents. The author will present the manual at 1.00 pm today in hall A of 
the EFTA building (opposite the CICG).



issue 2 - 2 November 1999

“Uomini Contro”
The ICRC invites participants to a retrospective of 
war films entitled “Uomini Contro”, presented by 
the producer, Francesco Rosi. A debate on “Cinema 
and the Geneva Conventions” will follow the 
screening which begins at 7.30 tonight at the 
Auditorium Arditi-Wilsdorf, Avenue du Mail 1, 
Geneva.

Today’s workshops
Working in partnership: government support to 
the International Red Cross and Red Crescent 
Movement - from 5- 00 pm in room A, EFTA 
building.
The workshop will examine strategic partnerships 
with a view to providing a mechanism to build 
coherence and consistency in Movement 
programming as well as meeting the critical 
challenges of improving dialogue with donor 
governments.

The humanitarian challenge of small arms 
proliferation - from 5-00 pm in room Bl, ITU 
building.
The workshop will focus on how the proliferation 
of small arms and light weapons facilitates large- 
scale violations of human rights and international 
humanitarian law. It will highlight the need for 
states to ensure strict control of the flow of small 
arms and light weapons as well as the role of the 
Movement in raising awareness of the humanitarian 
consequences.

Appeal for Orissa victims
The Federation has appealed for four million Swiss 
francs to provide vital aid to the thousands of people 
left homeless and without livelihoods by the 
devastating cyclone that hit the eastern coastline of 
India over the weekend. This was the worst cyclone to 
hit this region for 30 years.

Disaster relief experts from Delhi and Dhaka have 
travelled to Orissa with the Indian Red Cross to assess 
the needs.

The cyclone was the second to hit the area in two weeks 
— a double blow for this already impoverished region. 
During the earlier storm, thousands of people sought 
refuge in Red Cross purpose-built shelters. Teams of 
Indian Red Cross volunteers, sent to help after the first 
cyclone, are currently working with local authorities to 
distribute emergency food, clothing and shelter 
materials to the latest victims.

Appeal for northern Caucasus
The ICRC, on behalf of the Movement, has launched 
an appeal for more than 18 million Swiss francs to step 
up relief operations for thousands of people affected by 
the renewed fighting in Chechnya. The appeal follows 
recent discussions in Moscow and Geneva during 
which the Russian Red Cross Society, the Federation 
and the ICRC together drew up a humanitarian plan 
of action. The plan provides for the distribution of aid 
to some 150,000 victims of the crisis in the northern 
Caucasus during the coming winter months.

Health tip of the day

Do you have a long journey home across several time zones at the end of the conference? 
You can prepare yourself to reduce the effects of jet lag. Start a couple of days before 
your return flight to adjust your meal times and sleeping pattern.
The Federation's senior first aid officer, Eric Bernes, can devise a personalized plan 
for you. Just go along to the first aid room (behind the coffee bar) and answer three 
questions: What is the time difference between Geneva and your home country? 
At what time do you normally get up? Are you travelling east or west? You will then 
be given an individual plan to help you arrive home in the best possible form. Bon voyage!

Delegates are kindly requested to empty their pigeon holes on a daily basis.
This bulletin is for information purposes only. It does not constitute an official record.
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The plenary commission began its work yesterday under the chairmanship 
of Ambassador Boris Shikhmuradov. During the morning it received two 
reports and then began debate on theme one of the draft Plan of Action.

International
humanitarian law report

+Ç
the power of humanity

Professor Lucius 
Caflisch, chairman 
of the First 
Periodical Meeting 
on International 
Humanitarian Law, 
gave a brief 
summary of his 
report on the 
meeting, held in 
Geneva in January 
1998. Outlining its 
two main themes, 
namely the security 
of humanitarian 
workers, and armed 
conflicts linked to 
the disintegration 
of state structures, 
Professor Caflisch

remarked: “These subjects are particularly topical now. At the meeting we 
put forward a broad range of ideas and this conference is entrusted with the 
task of following them up.” He explained that participants discussed the 
problems caused by the lack of respect for humanitarian personnel and the 
absence of state structures, before proposing ways to remedy those problems. 
Professor Caflisch suggested that the validity of these remedies is confirmed 
by the current international scene. He said: “In my view, it is necessary to 
apply and enforce the conclusions I suggested, but we must also hold further 
periodic meetings. Implementation of IHL calls for tireless daily effort and 
despite any fatigue, it is vital we persevere.”
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Report on the centennial 
of the First Peace Conference

In 1995, the UN General Assembly assigned 
the Russian Federation and the Netherlands the task 
of carrying out the preparatory work for the Third 
International Peace Conference. In May and June of 
this year, celebrations marking the centennial of the 
First Peace Conference were co-hosted in The Hague 
and St. Petersburg, respectively. The discussions 
in The Hague focused on disarmament, international 
humanitarian law and the peaceful settlement of 
disputes, while debates in St. Petersburg centred on 
the implementation of international norms and 
existing regulations. The report on the conclusions 
of the centennial celebrations was introduced at the 
54th session of the General Assembly. Summing up

the report, the Permanent Representative of 
the Russian Federation, Mr Sergey Lavrov, said: 
“Progress along the road to disarmament, arms 
limitations and control, development of the rules 
of IHL and effective use of mechanisms for dispute 
settlement are closely linked with strengthening 
the system of international law.” Ambassador 
Hans Heinemann of the Netherlands underlined 
the importance of prevention: “In this day and 
age we need to realize that it is our duty to prevent 
conflicts, and to contribute to their resolution 
before situations deteriorate, and indeed before 
the application of international humanitarian law 
becomes necessary.”

More respect 
for international humanitarian law

Tuesday's session of the plenary commission also 
debated the first theme of the Plan of Action 2000- 
2003: Protection of victims of armed conflict 
through respect of international humanitarian 
law. More than 50 delegates joined in the debate, 
representing National Societies, governments and 
observers, as well as the ICRC.

There are five goals of theme one, which it is hoped 
will be achieved through specific actions laid out in 
the plan. These goals are:

Full compliance by all the parties to an armed 
conflict with their obligations under IHL 
to better protect and assist the civilian 
population and other victims.

'<% An effective barrier against impunity through 
the combination of international treaties and 
national laws concerning the repression 
of violations of IHL, and the establishment of 
an equitable system of reparations.
Universal acceptance of IHL and the adoption 
of all necessary measures by states at the national 
level to ensure the implementation of their treaty 
obligations.
Integration, by all states, of IHL in 
the procedures and training of armed and 
security forces and its promotion to relevant 
organizations, professional bodies 
and educational institutions.

An end to the human tragedy caused 
by landmines and the establishment 
of effective controls on the availability 
of arms and ammunition.

A report on the work of the plenary commission 
will be presented to the conference’s plenary 
meeting on Friday morning. The two other themes 
before the commission — humanitarian action 
in times of armed conflict and other disasters, 
and strategic partnership to improve the lives 
of vulnerable people - will be debated today and 
tomorrow.

The drafting committee, under the chairmanship 
of Ambassador Philippe Kirsch, also began its work 
on Tuesday, starting with discussion of theme one 
of the Plan of Action. In the afternoon a working 
group of the drafting committee, under 
the chairmanship of Ambassador Marika Fahlen, 
reviewed theme two of the Plan of Action.

All National Societies and government 
representatives are entitled to attend 
the open-ended drafting committee, 
which will propose the wording of the final 
Plan of Action and the conference Declaration 
for adoption by the conference on Saturday.
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Faces of the Movement

In the last ten years, the worldwide volunteer force 
of the Red Cross and the Red Crescent has dropped 
by more than 50 per cent. According to a new study 
by the Federation, the number of volunteers has 
dropped from 220 million in 1990 to 105 million.

Falling numbers of members and volunteers is not 
limited to the Movement, but part of a global trend 
affecting churches, trade unions and humanitarian 
organizations. This trend is driven by changing 
social and political factors. The growth of 
individualism, the fall of communism with its 
system of collective volunteering, and a shift of 
attitude away from volunteering as a civic duty 
to a leisure activity, have all contributed to a drop 
worldwide.

The photo exhibition 105 million volunteers, in the 
CICG lobby, is an appreciation of the work of the 

Happy surfing!

volunteers, who are the life blood of the Red Cross 
and Red Crescent Movement.

Christopher Black, a 30 year old Canadian, is the 
photographer behind the exhibition. In three 
months, he took photos of 255 people from 56 
different countries. 105 of the images appear on 
a poster produced to coincide with the conference. 
“I feel very privileged to have met so many people 
from such diversity. To me, this is the power of the
Movement,” Christopher

Ten of the images of 
the volunteers are 
also available as 
postcards. They 
are on sale 
in packs of five at 
the publications 
stand in 
the foyer.

redctes-ceni alertne» org/

Now on the Red Cross
Red Crescent Movement website

Media watch
(www. redcross. alertnet. org 
www.redcrescent.alertnet.org), the Opening Show 
of 31 October — “The power of humanity”.

The show features a variety of artists from around 
the world, including; Vanessa-Mae, Riverdance, 
Manu di Bango and Cirque du Soleil. 
Choreographed especially to launch the 
27th International Conference, this unique event 
is now available on the Movement website.

On the first two days of the conference, the press 
office accredited more than eighty journalists 
representing media from all over the world. 
Newspapers, agencies and other media from as far 
afield as Japan, Turkey and the United States have 
sent reporters to cover the conference proceedings. 
The Swiss and European media were also well 
represented. The press office is run jointly by the 
Federation and the ICRC with support from the 
Bulgarian and British National Societies.

http://www.redcrescent.alertnet.org
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Pledge update_____
Yesterday the following pledges were presented:
Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement: Armenia,
Brazil, Burkina Faso, Canada, Congo, Czech 
Republic, Finland, Gabon, Ireland, Kuwait, 
Lebanon, Mali, Myanmar, Nordic countries, Saudi 
Arabia, Sweden, Syria, United Kingdom, 
Uzbekistan, Yemen, Yugoslavia 
Governments: Albania, Croatia, Estonia, Finland, 
France, Gabon, Holy See, Laos, Madagascar, Nordic 
governments, Sweden, Turkmenistan, United 
Kingdom, United States
Observers: Eritrean Government

Balkans
video
A video featuring the 
Red Cross and Red 
Crescent Movement’s 
response to the 
Kosovo crisis will be 
screened in the main 
auditorium at 
12.30pm today. 
The nine-minute 
production entitled 
Uncertain future, 
will be shown 
in English.

Today's workshops
Fight against AIDS in developing countries - 
from 5 00 pm in room Bl, ITU building
The aim of this workshop is to enable participants 
to share their experiences and further promote the 
Movement's action concerning the fight against 
AIDS. AIDS prevention, education and improving 
access to treatment will be some of the topics 
discussed.

Ensuring respect for international humanitarian 
law: towards appropriate mechanisms - at 5- 00 
pm in room B2, ITU building
The creation of a mechanism for the exchange of 
information on international humanitarian law and 
a re-examination of the role of'protecting power' 
will be the two main themes for discussion at this 
workshop.

The SirUS project and reviewing the legality of 
new weapons - from 5- 00 pm in room A, EFTA 
Building
The superfluous injury or unnecessary suffering 
(SirUS) project' is based on a medical study of the 
injuries suffered by more than 26,000 victims of 
weapons. The history and content of this project 
will presented together with a description of how 
the approach is already being integrated into arms 
reviews in different states.

A forum on promoting a culture of peace: root 
causes of violence will also be held today. 
Discussions will centre on gender and violence - 
from 1.00 pm to 5.00 pm in the Omega Auditorium, 
International Red Cross and Red Crescent Museum

The director of
the Federation's Europe department,
Bjorn Eder and Angelo Gnaedinger, the ICRC's 
delegate general for Europe, Middle East and 
North America will introduce the film.

The video is available in English, French, Spanish 
and Arabic. To order copies, please leave your name 
at the press desk next to the internet café in 
the foyer.

New handbook launched
Respect for International Humanitarian Law, 
a handbook for parliamentarians produced jointly 
by the ICRC and the Inter-Parliamentary Union, 
will be officially launched at a press conference 
at 3.00pm today in salle 17.

Health tip of the day
Alleviate the stiffness of sitting in meetings by doing 
some simple exercises. Start with your feet: rotate 
each foot slowly in a clockwise direction five times, 
then repeat in an anticlockwise direction.

Raise both your shoulders then let them fall. Raise 
only the left shoulder and let it fall, then do the 
same with the right shoulder. Repeat this sequence 
five times. For your head and neck: rotate your head 
slowly in a circle, three times clockwise, and three 
times anticlockwise. Then let it fall slowly to the 
front, to the left, to the right and finally back. 
Repeat this 10 times.

Delegates are kindly requested to empty their pigeon holes on a daily basis.
7h/'s bulletin is for information purposes only. It does not constitute an official record.
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Effective response to disasters

Effective response to disasters and improved cooperation between players 
was the subject of Wednesday's debate in the plenary commission. More 
than 50 National Societies, governments and observers joined in the debate 
on theme two of the plan of action, entitled Humanitarian action in times 
of armed conflict and other disasters.

+Ç
the power of humanity

+Ç
le pouvoir de l'humanité

+C

There are four goals to theme two, which it is hoped can be achieved 
through 12 specific actions outlined in the draft plan. The drafting 
commission, which meets separately, will consider amendments offered by 
National Societies and governments.

The four goals of theme two are as follows:
S Effective response in disaster situations through improved national 

and international preparedness.
S Strengthened mechanisms of cooperation and coordination amongst 

states, the Movement and other humanitarian actors.
B Provision for the rights and acute needs of the most vulnerable people 

as the first priority for humanitarian action.
S Understanding of the respective roles of political, military and 

humanitarian actors, and protection of humanitarian personnel.
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Vote for a new Standing Commission
Fifteen people are standing for election to the new 
Standing Commission. Voting will take place on 
Friday when delegates will be asked to elect five 
members. Together with two ICRC and two 
International Federation representatives, they will 
make up the nine-member Standing Commission, 
which will hold office for four years.

CVs of all candidates will be circulated today in 
pigeon holes and information on voting procedure 
is in your conference dossier. A roll call of the 
conference will be made before voting begins.

The nominations are as follows:
Prof. Amoussouvi Samuel Ahouangbevi

(Togolese Red Cross)
Dr. Mohammed Al-Hadid

(Jordan National Red Crescent)
Dr. Abdul Rahman A. Al Swailem

(Saudi Arabian Red Crescent Society)
Mrs Monique Basque

(Red Cross Society of Côte d'Ivoire)

Mr. Lawrence S. Eagleburger 
(American Red Cross)

Mr. Aurélien Eteki Mboumoua 
(Cameroon Red Cross Society)

General Georges Harrouk 
(Lebanese Red Cross)

Dr. Nenad Javornik 
(Croatian Red Cross)

Dr. Claude Jean-François 
(Haitian National Red Cross Society)

Mr. Tadateru Konoe
(Japanese Red Cross Society)

Mrs. Christina Magnuson 
(Swedish Red Cross)

HRH Princess Margriet of the Netherlands 
(The Netherlands Red Cross)

Mr. Richard Morgan 
(Australian Red Cross)

Dr. Mohlalefi Moteane 
(Lesotho Red Cross Society)

Dr. Hugo Palazzi Moscoso 
(Bolivian Red Cross)

Behind the scenes
Do you realize that there are more than 170 staff 
from the International Federation and the ICRC 
working hard behind the scenes at this conference? 
It has taken almost a year of planning and 
preparation to ensure that everything was ready and 
that all runs smoothly.

Installing and maintaining computers and 
photocopiers is the job of the technical support 
group. Stephane de Bois Brillant, who runs rhe 
group, began planning last January. Besides setting 
up the computer network for staff and the internet 
café, he organized a 24-hour technical support 
service comprising three teams of two people. 
“We haven't had any major technical problems 
to solve but it has been very important to be always 
present giving reassurance to everybody working 
in the conference,” he says. His group has also 
organized the audiovisual systems in the plenary 
rooms, a new concept which allowed for screening 
every intervention, and also introduced a radio 
system for the runners.

Ms. Joyce Duffuor, working on the registration 
desk, now has blisters on her feet from standing up 
all day. She is one of 15 people working at the desk 

in different shifts, registering all the people 
attending the conference, updating the participants 
list, answering questions and distributing 
documents. “We have 620 pigeon holes for National 
Societies, governments, observers, the International 
Federation and the ICRC. By noon each day, I have 
already completed at least seven mail distribution 
rounds,” she says.

The translation service is another of the invisible 
pillars of the conference, which has three official 
languages: English, French and Spanish. Translating 
all official documents takes a total of 24 people, 
working two different shifts, with the afternoon 
shift often working well into the night. “Sometimes 
it's difficult because even the smallest word change 
in an urgent, important document requires us to 
know the exact context or background, and there is 
not always time for that,” says Renee Cabrera, in 
charge of the evening Spanish translation team.

All the typing, translating and photocopying is 
supervised by a team of seven people in the 
document coordination team. It has taken strict 
procedures and good coordination to provide an 
efficient service to all participants, says
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team. “Sometimes we have had too many different 
requirements coming in at the same time, but this 
is inevitable,” she says.

It is thanks to Rafael Jimenez' team that all the 
papers and documents distributed during the 
conference have been photocopied. With three 
teams of four people, the document production 
service has provided a 24-hour service. Fortunately, 
says Rafael with a smile, the photocopy machines 
have worked perfectly all week.

As for this daily bulletin that you are reading, you 
can thank a team of nine people and two 
photographers, working in shifts to provide a 
summary of the day’s proceedings and to highlight 
events happening around the conference centre. The 
bulletin is written in English and sent to translation, 
then designed in all three languages before being 
distributed and posted on the web site. The bulletin 
that you find in your pigeon holes in the morning 
is usually “put to bed” at around 2 am.

Today's workshops
Use and development of SPHERE standards - 
from 5-00pm in room A, EFTA building. Sphere's 
humanitarian charter recognizes that victims of war 
and disaster have a basic right to assistance and sets 
minimum standards for disaster response. This 
workshop will focus on issues surrounding a rights- 
based approach to humanitarian assistance; the link 
between rights and service standards, the roles and 
responsibilities of players on the humanitarian scene 
and the implications for programme planning and 
funding.

Strategies for assisting children affected by armed 
conflicts: turning goodwill into action - from 
5.00pm in room Bl, ITU building. Current trends 
in conflict frequently involve tactics which target 
the civilian population, particularly children. 
Discussions at this workshop will focus on learning 
from the experience of Red Cross and Red Crescent 
Societies who run programmes in this area to 
strengthen assistance and coordination.

Did you know?
The name Geneva comes from the Celtic word 
Genava meaning “at the water's mouth”. In the 
local language, French, the city is called Geneve, 
and in German (which is spoken in two-thirds 
of Switzerland), its name is Genf.

B Geneva became part of the Swiss Confederation 
in 1815.

sS The city of Geneva has 178,000_inhabitants. 
The canton of Geneva, which covers an area of 
282 square kilometres, has 405,000 inhabitants, 
of whom 38 per cent are foreigners.

® The city is at an altitude of around 400 metres 
above sea level.

Find out more about Geneva at the tourist 
information stand in the CICG lobby.

Around 150 delegates took part in a tour of Geneva 
last week between the end of the General Assembly 
and start of the International Conference.
The two-hour bus tour took in the international 
organizations, lakeside parks and monuments, 
while a walk through Geneva's old town enabled 
participants to photograph the birthplace 
of Henry Dunant on Rue Verdaine.

Correction ... When reporting on the centennial of the First Peace Conference we unfortunately got the name 
of the permanent representative of the Russian Federation wrong. It was Mr Vasily Sidorov who introduced the report. 
Our apologies.
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Pledging to protect women and childen
Protecting the rights of women and children has 
been the subject of many of the pledges made this 
week at the 27th International Conference. The 
governments and National Societies of the five 
Nordic countries (Denmark, Finland, Iceland, 
Norway and Sweden), the Mozambique Red Cross 
and the Spanish Red Cross pledged to work to 
prevent the recruitment and participation of 
children in armed conflicts. The particular needs of 
children traumatized or adversely affected by the 
horrors of war are to be addressed by the 
Colombian, Swedish and Spanish Red Cross 
Societies, all of whom have pledged to improve 
dissemination of information and strengthen their 
programmes in this field.

Gravely concerned about the increasing use of 
sexual violence as a war tool, the ICRC pledged to 
emphasize respect for women and female children 
through its activities. Sexual violence is specifically 
prohibited under international humanitarian law 
and the ICRC will actively disseminate this to 
parties to armed conflicts. President Cornelio 
Sommaruga signed the ICRC's pledge, which also 
covered ensuring that the specific protection, health 
and assistance needs of women and female children 
in situations of armed conflict are properly 
addressed through its operations. The US 
government similarly pledged to protect the rights 
of this vulnerable group with a contribution of 
US $1 million over the next four years.

F.
 Bo

rs
t /

 F
ed

er
at

io
n

His Serene Highness Prince Albert of Monaco, as 
president of the Monaco Red Cross, pledged to 
increase contributions for international aid 
significantly and urge his government to ratify 
Protocols I and II additional to the Geneva 
Conventions. The Monaco Red Cross will also 
launch a programme of basic training in first aid 
for the public.

So far, more than 220 pledges have been received, 
of which the majority are from National Societies. 
All governments, National Societies and observers 
are encouraged to submit their pledges before the 
deadline at 5 pm today. Please note that pledges 
made orally in the plenary session still need to be 
submitted in writing at the pledge desk.

New Publication Last chance to order photographs
Kluwer Law International is launching a new series 
of publications on international humanitarian law. 
Yves Sandoz, the ICRC's director for international 
law and communications, will launch the series 
today at 1.15 pm in Room A of the EFTA building.

Don't miss the videos...
ICRC and Federation videos are screened every day 
at lunchtime on Level D. The videos lasting 
5-10 minutes each cover field operations and 
activities. The show begins at 12.30 pm and carries 
on through the lunch break with soundtracks in 
English, French and Spanish. A video on Hurricane 
Mitch, one year on, will be shown today.

Today is the last opportunity for you to order 
delegates' photographs. Place your orders at the 
photo stand in the main foyer. The photos will be 
available for collection on Friday.

Health tip of the day
A good night's sleep is essential for you to feel at 
your best during the next day's meetings. Do not go 
to bed on an empty stomach — take a light dinner 
and avoid alcohol or stimulants such as coffee. Keep 
the room at about 18°C. Take it easy for 30 minutes 
before sleeping — have a hot bath or shower, listen 
to soft music to relax your mind and breathe slowly 
and deeply.

Delegates are kindly requested to empty their pigeon holes on a daily basis.
This bulletin is for information purposes only. It does not constitute an official record.
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Improving the lives 
of vulnerable people

+Ç

Thursday's plenary commission 
of the conference debated the third 
and last theme of the draft Plan 
of Action: Strategic partnerships to 
improve the lives of vulnerable 
people. This theme complements 
the two previous subjects presented 
in the draft plan.
The theme has three goals, 
which it is hoped can be achieved 
through 14 specific actions 
as outlined in the draft plan.
These goals are:
S Improved health for vulnerable 

people based on strengthened 
cooperation between states and 
National Societies.
New initiatives to meet the needs 
of vulnerable people and to 
reduce discrimination and 
violence in the community. 
Increased National Society 
capacities and effective 
partnership with states.

More than 70 participants spoke 
in the debate, representing 
National Societies, governments 
and observers.

I
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Today’s workshops
Humanitarian action and business: common 
interests? - from 2.00pm in ITU, room Bl 
Cooperation between the private sector and aid 
agencies is under way in many areas, such as disaster 
preparedness and response and in post-conflict 
situations. This workshop focusses on the interface 
between the business and humanitarian worlds in 
armed conflicts, seeking to provoke debate and 
stimulate mutual understanding.
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Effects of climate change on disaster response - 
from 2.00pm, EFTA, room A
As climate change will play a major role in shaping 
future disasters, this workshop has been designed 
to explore the nature of this change and its 
consequences for humanitarian agencies. Issues to 
be highlighted will include sea level rise, changes in 
tropical storm patterns, changing drought patterns, 

changes in glacial melt rates and river flow, 
modifications in disease patterns as a result of 
climate change and the interplay of urbanization, 
land use and climate change.

Health education and first aid training: 
a basic arena for RC/RC voluntary services 
in community development - from 4.00pm,

ITU, Room Bl
The challenge to the Red Cross 
and Crescent Movement - and a 
focus for this workshop - is to 
identify simple but effective 
measures to spread knowledge 
about health and how to sustain 
and improve health. According to 
available research, the single most 
important means to fight poverty 
is to place emphasis on health 
education, critical to vulnerability 
reduction and strengthening of 
coping mechanisms.

Implementation of the Statute 
of the International Criminal 
Court - from 4.00pm, 
in EFTA room A
The adoption of the Statute of the

International Criminal Court in Rome in July 1998 
is almost universally regarded as a milestone in 
international law in general and in international 
humanitarian law in particular. However, the 
adoption of the Statute is but a first step. This 
workshop will focus on what should be done to 
promote the early entry into force of the Statute.

Pledge update
A total of 345 pledges were made by governments, 
National Societies, the Federation, the ICRC and 
observers during the meetings.

“The thought that has gone into the pledges shows 
that there has been good dialogue between National 
Societies and their governments, with pledges often 

supplementing and complementing one another,” 
said a member of the pledge-taking team.

Late on Thursday came the excellent news that with 
the receipt of the pledge from the Brunei 
Darussalam Red Crescent Society, all National 
Societies present had made pledges.
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►Statement made by the Secretary General to the Plenary Commission 
on Theme III, on the election procedure for the Standing Commission, 
Thursday 4 November 1999, at 5.00 p.m.

The elections for the Standing 
Commission will take place 
tomorrows Friday), and each 
delegation is urged to take part. 
I should like to underscore the 
importance of Rule 20, paragraph 2 
of the Rules of Procedure, which
stipulates that the vote of each delegation shall be

In accordance with the information sent to 
each delegation in the notice of convocation of 
30 April 1999, I should like to remind you 
that the heads of delegation must wear their 
badges when voting. Those who do not cast 
votes in person are requested to give their 
badges to their designated replacement so as to

cast by its head or by his or her designated
facilitate the work of the tellers who must identify

replacement.
the delegates during the voting procedure.

Behind the scenes
Being the first face on view in the CICG is an 
important task, and one which Beatrice Ghosh takes 
seriously. Better known for her unflappable manner 
answering the phones and greeting visitors to the 
Federation Secretariat, Beatrice and her colleagues 
Francine Briffod and Nadia Giannuzzo have, for 
the past two weeks, been meeting and greeting the 
hundreds of delegates, government representatives, 
observers, journalists and others that have passed 
through the sliding doors.

Meanwhile, overseeing the complex logistical 
operation is the Federation's Martine Derobert. 
Martine and her colleagues Claire Sharp and 
Michèle Lorenzini have been devoting long hours to 
the conference, General Assembly and Council of 
Delegates since January and have been responsible 
for arranging everything from the switchboard to 
catering to buses to and from hotels.

Ever wonder how the thousands of sheets of paper 
get from the drafting committee or from the top 
table to your pigeonhole? Look no further than 
Jeanine Guidera, whose energetic team of volunteers 
have been chasing statements, running to copy 
documents and racing back to the hall to ensure 
everyone has the most up-to-date information 
possible.

With all the high tech modems, faxes, PCs, laptops, 
mobile phones and the like on display at the 
conference, it might be surprising to find that there 
is still a need for good old-fashioned typing, 
supplied on floor E by Catherine Debraz, Marina 
Belda and Feryal Aung Kyaw, who normally work as 
secretaries in ICRC.

J
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Get your copy now!
Approved by National Societies at 
the Federation's General Assembly last week, 
Strategy 2010 has been printed and placed 
in the pigeon holes. Available in Arabic, 
English, French and Spanish, extra copies 
are also available free of charge at 
the publications stand.

More than 20 ICRC and Federation 
publications can be bought at the publications 
stand which is open from 10.00am to 4.00pm.
Various brochures, catalogues and posters are
also available free of charge. "Most people decide 
themselves what they would like to buy, however, 
we also provide advice on different publications and

take orders for other materials that may not be 
available here," says Véronique Ziegenhagen, 
ICRC team member.

Be alert
AlertNet — an online news and information 
service designed by the Reuters Foundation — 
aims to provide immediate and accurate 
information on humanitarian crises throughout 
the world. The service, which features a selection 
of Reuters news with an emphasis on 
humanitarian affairs, intends to support 
organizations with information that will 
allow them to respond better to emergencies. 
For further information you can visit the AlertNet 
stand in the foyer or contact Cristina Estrada: 
cristina.estrada@reuters.com

Feedback please! Health tip of the day
The Federation's media service would appreciate 
copies of press cuttings and details of interviews 
given back home by your delegation before, during 
or after the Geneva meetings. Details can be given 
to press office staff in the CICG foyer, or when you 
return home by mail.

Are your eyes red and sore? Do you find that you 
are squinting and straining to see by the end of the 
day? To prevent your eyes from becoming dry and 
itchy, remember to blink regularly, avoid smoky 
atmospheres and try to get outside for some fresh 
air as often as possible. If you wear contact lenses, 
use eye drops to rehydrate them.

Delegates are kindly requested to empty their pigeon holes on a daily basis.
This bulletin is for information purposes only. It does not constitute an official record.

mailto:cristina.estrada@reuters.com
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New Standing Commission 
elected

+Ç

+c
le pouvoir de l'humanité

Yesterday delegates elected five people from National Societies 
to the nine-member Standing Commission, which is the trustee of 
the International Conference. Its responsibilities include encouraging 
and furthering the implementation of resolutions of the International 
Conference.

298 valid ballots were cast in the first round of voting. Candidates 
needed more than fifty percent (more than 150 votes) for election. 
After the first ballot, five of the remaining candidates withdrew 
and a second ballot was held during the afternoon to elect the two 
remaining National Society members. The five elected members 
serve a term of four years.
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The National Society members are:
HRH Princess Margriet of The Netherlands, 

(The Netherlands Red Cross);
Christina Magnuson, 

(Swedish Red Cross);
Tadateru Konoe 

(Japanese Red Cross);
Dr Mohammed Al-Hadid 

(Jordan National Red Crescent);
Dr Abdul Rahman A. Al Swailem 

(Saudi Arabian Red Crescent Society).

The other members are:
Dr Astrid Heiberg

(President of the International Federation 
of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies);

Cornelio Sommaruga
(President of the International Committee 
of the Red Cross);

George Weber
(Secretary General of
the International Federation);

Yves Sandoz
(Director of international law 
and communication, ICRC).

At a meeting of Standing Commission last night, 
Princess Margriet was elected chairman 
and Dr Mohammed Al-Hadid was elected 
vice-chairman.

Progress through partnership
"Partnership with relevant humanitarian 
organizations with specific complementary 
mandates remains key." With this statement the 
assistant high commissioner for refugees, Soren 
Jessen-Pedersen, encapsulated the theme of the 
interventions made by four UN agencies to 
yesterday's second plenary meeting. Representatives 
from the UN Population Fund (UNFPA), the 
World Meteorological Organization (WMO), 
the UN Development 
Programme (UNDP), as well 
as the UNHCR, applauded the 
strong cooperation their agencies 
had enjoyed with members of the 
International Red Cross and Red 
Crescent Movement. Daniel 
Pierotti, of the UNFPA, cited 
examples of reproductive health 
care projects on which his 
organization has collaborated 
with the International 
Federation. He said: "We are 
delighted with the quality of 
the cooperation and hope to 
continue to work together 
and pool our resources."

Mr Jessen-Pedersen confirmed the UNHCR's strong 
support for the aims of the Plan of Action, 
particularly the emphasis it places on the need for 
enhanced protection of refugees and displaced 
persons. "We fully share the strong concern 
expressed by President Sommaruga that protection 
as a whole is increasingly under threat," he said. 

"Cooperation on the ground is effective, but we 
must work to enhance it further." Robert Landis, 
of the WMO, acknowledged the fruitful working 
relationship between his organization and the 
Movement: "The Red Cross and Red Crescent was 
perhaps one of the first of the international agencies 
to use and appreciate our forecasts, particularly with 
regard to El Niño." He also pointed out that 
the WMO and the Federation are currently 

collaborating on a book 
about the climate of 
the 20th century.

The deputy director 
of UNDP's emergency 
response division, Larry 
De Boice, said that his 
organization was 
committed to finding 
joint strategies to deal 
not only with the 
humanitarian 
consequences of disaster, 
but with the alleviation 
of their root causes, 
both in pre-and post-crisis 
situations. He said this 

approach could only be achievable by national 
institutions which are in place before, during and 
after crises, and that the Red Cross and Red 
Crescent was unique in this regard. "Given the scale 
and complexity of the crises in today's world, 
it is clear that no organization can achieve effective 
and lasting results on its own," he said.
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Press conference today
During this morning's final plenary meeting the 
conclusions of the work of the drafting committee 
on the Declaration and Plan of Action will be 
presented for adoption by the International 
Conference. There will also be a summary report on 
the workshops. The closing ceremony will include 
a reading of the conference Declaration and the 
presentation of the recorded pledges. This will be 
followed by a press conference with the conference 
chairman, Dr Mamdouh Gabr at 1.00pm 
in salle XVIII.

Dr Gabr will meet the press, together with 
the chairman of the Standing Commission, 
the president of the International Federation, 
the president of the ICRC, and the conference 
spokesman.

Health tip of the day
On your return flight, try to drink one litre of water every four hours to prevent dehydration from the aircraft's air- 
conditioning system. Get up and walk around to stretch your legs, and remove your shoes while sitting down - wear 
extra socks and move your feet as much as possible. If it's a long flight, try to sleep - an eye mask and ear plugs will
help you to block out distracting light and noise.

If you are heading west, try to go to sleep an hour or two later than normal tonight to reduce the effects of jetlag. If 
you are heading east, try to go to sleep an hour or two earlier tonight.

The final daily bulletin will be issued in English during this afternoon. It will also be available on the Movement's 
website. French and Spanish versions will follow shortly afterwards.

The bulletin team wishes you all 'bon voyage'.

Delegates are kindly requested to empty their pigeon holes on a daily basis.
This bulletin is for information purposes only. It does not constitute an official record.


