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Mr. President:

First, may I reaffirm UNICEF's continuing solidarity of fifty years with the Red Cross and 
Red Crescent Movement, and our shared concern for children.

We have seen how the Geneva Conventions and their Additional Protocols - the world's 
most widely ratified humanitarian international legal instruments — inspire your work for 
war victims, prisoners of war and civilians. Since 1989, when the General Assembly 
adopted the U.N. Convention on the Rights of the Child, your experience has become an 
inspiration to us, as we endeavour to make this Convention a keystone for actions to help 
the world's children.

Children have always been victimized by wars, but the trend is worsening: in World War I 
the proportion of child deaths was 14 per cent, now it is almost 80 per cent. In the last 
decade, two million children have been killed in armed conflicts, with four to five million 
more disabled, maimed, blinded or brain-damaged. These are the statistics of shame! The 
CRC provides a framework for actions to protect children in armed conflicts — and to 
secure their rights to basic health care, nutrition, and education. It sets basic standards for 
the survival, protection and development of children below which any nation should be 
ashamed to fall.

The work of this Commission is of great concern to UNICEF and we support the many 
initiatives proposed in your draft resolution under agenda item 3 (document PR/95/C.I/3), 
on which we would like to offer these few comments:

1. (Item A(e)): The importance of humanitarian organizations having free access to civilian 
populations in times of armed conflict must be emphasized: for the children caught in these 
conflicts this access can make the difference between life and death.

2. (Item B(a)): We share your outrage about sexual violence in all its forms: we are all 
especially horrified about sexual violence being used as a deliberate policy in ethnic 
conflicts. We would also like to seek your participation and support for the World 
Congress Against Commercial Exploitation of Children in Stockholm next August, being 
organised by the Swedish Government, supported by major NGO coalitions and UNICEF.

3. (Item C(b)) On the recruitment of children in the armed forces or armed groups, we 
urge the strongest possible condemnation. UNICEF wants to ban the recruitment of 
children below the age of 15 in any form of armed conflict, and is supporting the Optional 
Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child which seeks to raise the minimum 
age of involvement to 18 years.



4. (Item D(d): While UNICEF is increasing its role in providing care to children separated 
from their families, we are keenly aware of ICRC's unique role in tracing and reuniting 
family members. UNICEF field offices are therefore working ever more closely with you, 
to register separated children and help reunite families.

5. (Item G) Anti-personnel landmines are the greatest scourge of armed conflicts, claiming 
the lives of 800 people every month, mostly children and women, while sentencing 
thousands more to lifelong disability. Yet, in 1994 alone, more than two million of these 
dreadful weapons were placed in the earth. In July 1995, at the International Meeting on 
Land-Mine Clearance, Ms. Carol Bellamy, UNICEF’s Executive Director, said: 
"Anti-personnel land-mines do not belong in a world where children walk the earth ... I 
want to reaffirm here, in no uncertain terms, UNICEF's appeal for a total ban on anti
personnel land-mines."

The plight of children in war-time contradicts not just every normal human concern for 
their welfare but also the professed beliefs and legal obligations of those responsible. 
UNICEF believes that insisting on the rights of children is one of the best ways of 
reasserting core humanitarian values. In the words of Graca Machel: "Despite the inherent 
brutality of conflict, no one can possibly believe it is ever permissible to murder, rape, 
torture or enslave children."

Nor is it permissible to stand by and allow it to happen.

Thank you.


