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INFORMATION NOTE

TO OBSERVERS INVITED TO ATTEND THE CONFERENCE

Reminder

The International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) and the International Federation of Red 
Cross and Red Crescent Societies sent convocations, by registered letter dated 31 May 1995, 
to members of the International Conference of the Red Cross and Red Crescent inviting them 
to attend the 26th International Conference, which will be formally opened at the International 
Conference Centre, 15 rue de Varembé, Geneva, at 5 p.m. on 3 December 1995.

The Conference, the 26th to be held since 1867, brings together the National Red Cross or 
Red Crescent Societies (currently 165 in number), the International Federation, the ICRC and 
the States party to the Geneva Conventions (185 States at present).

The Conference examines humanitarian issues. It contributes to respect for and the 
development of international humanitarian law and serves to strengthen the activities of the 
components of the International Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement at both national and 
international levels.
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Organization

The 26th Conference will be of short duration, in compliance with the wishes expressed in a 
survey carried out during the first six months of 1993. This has two important implications:

0 the need to share our ideas and intentions with regard to the substance of the 
discussions immediately, so that a consensus may be easily reached during the 
Conference itself;

0 it is suggested that any statements made be limited to five minutes.

Conference documents

The ICRC and the International Federation have drawn up the basic documents relating to the 
items listed on the provisional agenda of the Conference.

The first set of documents, together with the report of the Chairman of the Intergovernmental 
Group,of Experts for the Protection of War Victims, submitted by the Swiss government, are 
enclosed herewith. These documents will also be available on the Internet shortly after their 
dispatch.

A second set of documents will be sent to you during the month of October, including:

0 a document drawn up by the Swiss authorities, dealing with the last point in 
Recommendation VII of the Intergovernmental Group of Experts for the Protection of 
War Victims (Commission I, item 2);

° a report on international humanitarian law applicable to armed conflicts at sea 
(Commission I, item 4: any other business);

° a report on the identification of medical transports (Commission I, item 4: any other 
business);

° a report by the Joint Commission for the Empress Shôken Fund which encourages 
National Society relief activities in peacetime.

Encl.


