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On behalf of the ICRC, I should like to thank you, Mr Chairman, and to offer you my 
congratulations on the manner in which you and the Vice-Chairmen have presided over our 
meetings.

My thanks go also to the delegates of governments and of the National Societies. The quality 
of our discussions has been remarkable; they have demonstrated a high level of awareness of 
and interest in humanitarian endeavour and a most encouraging degree of understanding of the 
Movement's Fundamental Principles. For the ICRC, which, in cooperation with the National 
Societies, acts as a specifically neutral and independent institution and intermediary in 
situations of armed conflict and internal violence, respect for and an accurate perception of its 
special role and its neutrality, independence and impartiality are crucial.

Given the wealth of ideas put forward, it is difficult to give prominence to certain points at the 
expense of others. I shall nevertheless do so, aware though I am of the rather arbitrary nature 
of the exercise.

I am pleased to note the renewed expressions of support for the National Societies, those 
invaluable auxiliaries to public services and partners of the ICRC within the Movement, and 
the sound understanding shown for the need to promote their development, on both the 
national and the international level.

I also observe that there is considerable concern about overlapping and duplication of work 
among humanitarian agencies. The answer to this problem lies in adherence to the 
respective mandates of the various organizations, which should undertake activities that 
correspond to their own competence and experience. Stress has been laid on complementarity 
and consultation, especially to guarantee the continuum between emergency assistance and 
aid for rehabilitation and development. The latter includes support for official structures 
that have been weakened or have even temporarily disappeared.

Both the ICRC and the Federation welcome the unanimous backing given to the code of 
conduct and share the general concern that it be respected and implemented in practice.

We have noted the proposal put forward by Belgium and endorsed by several other 
governments that the ICRC, in cooperation with the Federation, convene a group of experts to 
draw up recommendations designed to ensure a clear and effective separation between 
humanitarian activities and political and military action. The ICRC is quite ready to 
undertake this important task, which must be carried out in a spirit of dialogue and 
complementarity with the political and military bodies concerned. Indeed, the latter have a 
vital role to play in facilitating the smooth running of humanitarian operations.

Another cause for satisfaction is the recognition of the fundamental importance of spreading 
knowledge of international humanitarian law and of humanitarian values, in particular as part 
of basic educational programmes.

Finally, the ICRC trusts that our discussions will lead to a tangible improvement in the plight 
of and future prospects for the civilian population of countries subjected to economic 
sanctions.
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The ICRC is especially grateful for the many expressions of appreciation and support it has 
received. These are a great encouragement for our institution in its determination to pursue its 
humanitarian work. While words have an undeniable value, it is action that relieves the 
suffering of the victims.

Thank you, Mr Chairman.


