
Inaugural ceremony of the 26th International Conference of the 
Red Cross and Red Crescent 

Sunday 3 December 1995, Geneva

Address by Mr Olivier Vodoz, President of the State Council 
of the Republic and Canton of Geneva

Chairman of the Standing Commission,

President of the International Committee of the Red Cross,

President of the International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent

Societies,

President of the Swiss Confederation,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

Geneva, the capital of the borderless kingdom of humanitarian work, the cradle 
of the universal idea which brings you here today within its walls and which 
underlies your admirable and untiring work throughout the world, Geneva is 
proud and honoured to welcome you on the occasion of your 26th International 
Conference.

At this solemn opening ceremony, the point of convergence for the human 
conscience, Geneva says thank you. Thank you for your unwavering 
commitment. Thank you for looking with humanity on all those who are victims 
of conflicts and disasters around the world. Thank you for giving support and 
hope to the many people who count on you. Last but not least, thank you for 
never being discouraged by the magnitude of your unfortunately never-ending 
task.

You represent what is best in man: his capacity for compassion, his desire to 
help, his understanding that all men are human. Your fight for recognition of 
the basic rights of every man, woman and child on the planet, for respect for the 
universal principles underlying your work, is the most demanding of all battles.
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Your presence in Geneva today will serve to remind the whole world that your 
struggle on behalf of the victims is a permanent one, one which unfortunately 
has no end.

You, the men and women of the Red Cross and Red Crescent, who represent the 
millions of people committed to this ideal, you are the moral conscience thanks 
to which man can retain hope and dignity.

The growing gap between humanitarian needs and available resources means 
that the world must mobilize even further to provide you with the means you 
need to fulfil your mission.

Geneva, for its part, again wishes you to know that it is ever available and 
determined to join you in this demanding struggle. The Geneva authorities 
thank you, President of the ICRC, President of the International Federation, 
Secretary General, and each and every one of you the delegates, for your 
courage and your determination. May the 26th International Conference 
strengthen your convictions, confirm the crucial importance of your work and 
advance the cause of the international humanitarian law which is so badly 
needed by all.

May the spirit of Geneva strengthen your resolve.
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