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Mr. President of the Swiss Confederation,

Mr. President of the Council of State of the Republic and Canton of Geneva, 

Excellencies, 

distinguished Delegates,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

As the Chairman of the Standing Commission of the Red Cross and Red 

Crescent Movement, I have the great honour to welcome you all 

whole-heartedly. Thank you all for following the convocation of the ICRC and 

the International Federation to this important meeting. We feel specially 

honoured to welcome the President of the Swiss Confederation Mr. Kaspar 

Villiger, who has the kindness to address us in a few minutes. Let me express 

our deepest gratitude to the rwiss Government for its generous financial and 

logistical contribution, which supported this Conference in a decisive manner.

We take great pleasure in welcoming Mr. Olivier Vodoz, President of the 

Council of State of the Republic and Canton of Geneva, whom we ask to 

convey our thanks to the Council of State and the citizens of this beautiful town 

for its kind hospitality. We have greatly enjoyed the ceremonial prelude on 

Saturday evening. We really appreciate this sign of solidarity.
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We also express our thanks to our friends of the Swiss Red Cross and their 

Geneva branch who have so often provided effective support to our work.

We thank the Government Delegations who are joining this Conference. We are 

very fond of having once again the opportunity to exchange views on problems 

and experiences in the humanitarian field, and particularly to discuss our 

expectations and claims concerning the implementation and respect of 

International Humanitarian Law, confident that our hope to achieve some 

improvements will be fulfilled.

Since more than 130 years we are trying to help people in distress and danger, 

and therefore demand the unconditional support of Governments, though 

conditions have changed. Often enough our humanitarian work has been 

affected by setbacks and hinderances, and this especially during recent years. 

We deplore that the access to victims of conflict is often hampered or even 

obstructed. We therefore repeat our claim that Red Cross and Red Crescent 

relief workers and delegates be granted free access to victims, whatever the 

circumstances may be. Devoted to our fundamental principles, we promise to 



provide relief whithout discrimination, guided solely by existing needs and 

focused on the most urgent cases of distress.

Assistance may sometimes be in vain, but it can never be wrong!

We share Henry Dunant's vision, that humanitarian action will help to establish 

peace on earth. Based on our long record of effective action, we are convinced 

that the Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement is able to make a substantial 

contribution towards the basic needs of mankind. Thus I appeal to Governments 

to facilitate our work and to support our permanent efforts to strengthen 

humanitarian aid and social assistance. The establishment and sustained 

development of effecien* ational Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies shall 

remain one of our priorii.v.. > long as there are needs to be met.

Let us unite for our obligation to counter-act violence and oppression wherever 

they appear and to safeguard the respect for human life, health and dignity of 

man.

This is the goal pursued by many millions of Red Cross and Red Crescent 

members, volunteers and professionals, and our urgent appeal to all 
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governments is to afford better opportunities for humanitarian action to be 

carried out.

"Per humanitatem ad pacem" ("Through Humanity to Peace") is our vision, and 

you are invited to make it come true.


