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The World Food Programme associates itself fully with the 
recommendations contained in the Document Agenda item covering 
humanitarian values and response to crises. As an organization 
that works closely with both ICRC and the Federation of Red Cross 
and Red Crescent Societies providing relief food to some 26 
million victims of disasters, we can not but reiterate the need 
to reaffirm humanitarian values, principles and code of conduct 
as proposed. In looking at the document we would particularly 
like to stress the need to:

1. Continue and strengthen collaboration within an 
international relief system between all operators, 
especially the local indigenous non-governmental 
organizations, national Red Cross and Red Crescent 
Societies and the large agencies of the UN System and 
outside;

ii. Support and improve relief coordination arrangements 
and understanding between the Red Cross movement, the 
United Nations System and bilateral assistance 
programmes. The presence of ICRC and the Federation 
in the Inter-Agency Standing Committee as observers 
within DHA structure is thus highly appreciated;

iii. Work jointly to improve access to populations in need 
wherever they are and whatever their circumstances;

iv. Review the sanctions regime to ensure that their 
negative effect on civilian populations and their 
nutrition situation and mortality are eliminated or 
reduced to the minimum;

v. Have a fresh look by the international community with 
regard to its commitment to development: poverty and 
underdevelopment are at the root of many conflicts and 
resulting emergencies. Not only, the erosion of the 
development food aid base is also affecting our 
capacity to respond to emergency needs. Development 
food is, in fact, our main pre-positioned stock, one 
on which we draw when an emergency occurs.

In conclusion, WFP's collaboration with ICRC and national 
Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies will remain strong within 
a scenario where the mutual respect for each others mandates, 
strengths, and values has allowed us to complement each other, 
never to compete. We borrow and we lend to the Red Cross 
movement in a spirit of trust and understanding. We look forward 
to our continued strong cooperation.


