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The respect for International humanitarian law has become a 

big challenge today for the international community and, in particular, 

the international bodies and institutions which are in charge and 

responsible for its implementation.

Armed conflicts are, unfortunately, spreading around the world. 

They threaten the peace and security of all human beings, as well as, 

cause a great number of victims and produce massive outflows of 

refugees and displaced persons. In international relations, 

International humanitarian law has drawn more attention than ever 

before.

The International Institute of Humanitarian Law, founded 25 

years ago, besides being a forum for the humanitarian cause, is very 

active in many other fields. Thus, its courses in International 

humanitarian law for officers in the armed forces from around the 

world, even from countries which are in conflict, are well known. Fifty- 

four courses for officers of the armed forces held so far with the full 

support of the ICRC have contributed to the dissemination and 

teaching of International humanitarian law among those who are 

primarily charged to respect and apply it.



Among the varied activities of the Institute, one deserves to be 

mentioned in particular. This is the completion of the San Remo 

Manual on International Law Applicable to Armed Conflicts at Sea. 

Examining the state of law in the sphere of naval warfare, the 

Institute took the responsibility of analyzing this important part of 

International humanitarian law neglected in the course of various 

codifications, especially those of 1949 and 1977.

New developments in international humanitarian law, especially 

the law of the United Nations, other branches as well as state 

practice require that the law on seas warfare be restated and 

developed in order to be coherent and modernized. What is needed 

are new approaches and new strategies, providing more effective 

protection to the victims. A new humanitarian regime is in the 

making, with some new approaches, even those radically different 

from existing ones. This might help to establish the rules which would 

better correspond to the new crisis, but flexible enough to be applied 

in all kinds of situations.

Therefore, the Institute convened a series of meetings of 

international experts during the period of 1987-1994. The result is the 

Manual, bearing the name of San Remo, the seat of the Institute.

The Manual represents an academic reaffirmation, restatement 

and development of the law in the situation described. It is a unique 

work of this kind. It reflects the concern of our Institute with the new 

development of International humanitarian law. We hope that this



effort of the Institute will orient the states and governments to use it 

and to introduce proposed new developments in their military 

instructions and national legislation as proposed in the resolution__ .

I would like to take this opportunity given to the Institute to very 

much thank all experts convened by the Institute for the elaboration 

of the Manual; the Italian, the Swiss, the Swedish, the Canadian, the 

German, the French and the Spanish authorities and Institutions for 

their support in the preparation of the Manual. In particular, we are 

very grateful to the ICRC for the cooperation and full support that it 

has given to the Institute.


